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Residents hear state of 48th ward
at Town Hall meetings
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BY BOB KITSOS

A series of four town hall meet-
ings in different parts of the 48th
Ward concluded on Oct. 22 at the
Swedish American Museum at
5211 N. Clark. This last meeting
also was streamed on Facebook
Live for those unable to attend
one of the prior meetings.

At each meeting, Ald. Harry
Osterman [48th] outlined six ward
priorities; public safety, econom-
ic development, education and
youth, improved infrastructure,
constituent services and open
communication. Following are
some meeting highlights.

CTA project
The CTA Red Purple Mod-
ernization project continues this

year; temporary station construc-
tion and signal work start in 2020.
The modernization includes re-
building tracks, embankment,
signals and stations at the Bryn
Mawr, Berwyn, Argyle and Law-
rence stations.

During construction, Red and
Purple lines will move from a
four-track operation to a two-
track operation. The expansive
project is expected to be complet-
ed in Dec. 2024.

Economic development

The Chicago and Illinois de-
partments of transportation are
looking at possible options to
redesign both Sheridan Rd. and
Broadway north of Bryn Mawr.
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Activists see higher taxes on 1%ers,
corporations as fix for budget deficit

BY JIM VAIL

ONE Northside - an affordable
housing activists group - hosted
a City Budget Northside Town
Hall with aldermen Matt Martin
[47th], Andre Vasquez [40th] and
Maria Hadden [49th] on Oct. 19
in Uptown.

Over 200 North Siders were
in attendance demanding a bud-
get that makes corporations and
the one percenters pay their fair
share, divest from police and lux-
ury development and fully funds
housing, mental health, and other
programs, according to ONE
Northside.

The co-sponsors included Rei-
magineChicago coalition, Jewish
Council on Urban Affairs, Asian
American Midwest Progressives,
The People’s Lobby and Jane
Addams Senior Caucus.

The city is facing another of
their annual financial crises, this
year with a $838 million deficit,
and the mayor said she hasn’t
taken cuts to services or raising
property taxes, fees and fines off
the table.

These groups are also support-
ing the Chicago Teachers Union
who have been on strike over
funding the schools with more
nurses and social workers and
capping class sizes.

Many groups have been criti-
cizing Mayor Lori Lightfoot’s
decision to greenlight the Lincoln
Yards $1.2 billion TIF, where
property tax dollars are subsidiz-
ing a wealthy developer build-
ing on the Northside. It is not a
“blighted” area as the TIF was
designed to eradicate.

These grassroots groups said
they have $5 billion in progres-

Meetings on Lake Shore Dr.
congestion in Edgewater

Next week there will be two
community meetings with Chi-
cago and Illinois departments
of transportation to examine
proposed alternatives for traffic
alignment in the area of Holly-
wood, Bryn Mawr, Sheridan, and
Broadway.

The meetings are part of the
Northern Terminus Traffic Study
portion of the Redefine the Drive
study, and will take place at 7 p.m.
today, at the Broadway Armory,
5917 N. Broadway and 10 a.m.
Saturday, Nov. 2, at St. Andrew
Greek Church, 5649 N. Sheridan.

As Lake Shore Dr. terminates
in Edgewater, these intersections
are critical and have caused traf-
fic congestion in that community

for decades. As part of this study,
CDOT and IDOT reviewed traffic
patterns on Sheridan and Broad-
way north of Bryn Mawr. Guests
are invited to share their thoughts
about some of the proposed op-
tions or offer other ideas. These
proposals are not tied to existing
funding.

The formats for both meetings
will be the same, including a pre-
sentation and workshop. Addi-
tionally, the second meeting will
feature an optional “walkshop”
for those interested in heading out
to the locations in question with
city engineers to discuss chal-
lenges and potential solutions out
in the field.

sive revenue solutions that would
ask corporations and the city’s
wealthiest residents to pay what
the activists feel would be their
fair share.

“Chicago simply can’t afford
another austerity budget that rais-
es more regressive taxes,” ONE
Northside stated.

Ald. Vasquez stated on his fa-
cebook page that he agrees with
the revenues the mayor proposed,
although he thinks the police
budget should be reduced.

The mayor said in her bud-
get address last week that she
wants to remove redundancies
in city departments (fire work-
ers), and raise more tax revenue
from Springfield with a gradu-
ated Real Estate Transfer Tax and
reforms of a casino tax structure
that would bring the city a larger
share of the taxes. She also in-
cluded a ride-share tax, a restau-
rant food and drink tax and other
sources of revenue.

“I also believe that we can
raise TRUE progressive forms of
revenues that ask the wealthiest
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Rising lake levels, this winter could lead to damage to lakeside roads and
the recently restore North Lakefront Trail. Photo courtesy of Joshua Mellin

Mother Nature taking
as good as she gave

North Siders should expect
a battering this Winter
along North Lakefront

BY MAGNA MATER

Rising Lake
Michigan levels
could submerge

Sheridan and
Lake Shore Dr.

BY JIM VAIL

Those who truly want to feel
small, feeble and helpless can try
to hold back the waters crashing
on the North Lakefront this Fall
and Winter.

For all the heartfelt concern
by environmentalists toward pro-
tecting Mother Nature, she seems
to be able to manage well enough
on her own, and takes back Lake-
front real estate as quickly as she
gave it out.

According to city officials and
members of the US Army Corps
of Engineers, protecting Chica-
go’s lakefront from rising water is
going to be a very long, expensive
and frustrating experience.

Lake Michigan’s higher lev-
els represent a significant swing
from the early 2000s when Moth-
er Nature tortured boaters with
water levels so low that docking
boats at Lakefront marinas was a
problem. Conversely, Mother Na-
ture gave Chicago’s beach-goers
wide, expansive sandy shorelines
to enjoy. Lake levels are largely
a function of water in and wa-
ter out... rain runoff adds to the
levels while evaporation lowers
them. The extreme rain the Mid-
west had during late Winter and
early Spring showed up quickly

The cost to repair Chicago’s
lakefront will be over a billion
dollars, said Ald. Harry Oster-
man [48th] at an Oct. 21 com-
munity forum that addressed
the higher lake levels.

Chicago aldermen and
other city and federal offi-
cials said the rising lake levels
and shoreline erosion cannot
be ignored in the short term.
Lakefront flooding this win-
ter could impact homes and
roads.

These public officials say
that Lake Shore Dr. and
Sheridan Rd. could both be
submerged in ice and water.
Concrete slab barriers (not a
permanent solution) are slated
for Juneway Terrace, Howard
St., Rogers and Thorndale av-
enues, according to the offi-
cials who spoke at the forum.
Barriers will also try to tame
wave action and later ice dams
adjacent to Lake Shore Dr.
from Oak St. to North Ave.

TOWN HALL see p. 16

NATURE see p. 16 LEVELS seep. 16

Do you like reading the
community reporting in this
newspaper?

Well, we sure like publishing
it, but we need your help now
to keep doing this every week.

We need you to subscribe to
our online version of our news-
papers. You can still pick up
the printed version too.

And we need you to ask your
friends to subscribe too.

The fate of the newspaper
industry today should surprise

We need your help

newspapers to you for free
every week. Sadly, that ad-
vertising support is no longer
paying the freight and so we

nobody. Like most every newspa-
per in America, this newspaper
has faced a dramatic decline in
advertiser support due to digital

disruption. need our neighborhood readers
These publications, Inside- to help at this time.

Booster, News-Star and Sky- An annual subscription of

line, have been publishing $20 allows readers online

serious local news on the North access to our three weekly

Side for over 100 years and are newspapers.

Visit www.insideonline.com
to sign up for a subscription.
We appreciate your support.

the only source of quality com-
munity news for many of our
readers. It is the paid advertising
that has allowed us to bring these
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OILS WATERCOLORS SCULPTURE
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TO CHOOSE
ONE DAY ONLY

SATURDAY, NOV. 9TH
11:00 am to 4:00 pm

The Palette & Chisel
Academy of Fine Arts

1012 North Dearborn, Chicago
312.642.4400 www.paletteandchisel.org

FREADOM.
FUNDRAISER
FOR KIDS

You’re invited!

Join us at our inaugural fundraiser benefiting the
children’s programs of the Freadom.Road Foundation.
We open avenues of opportunity for children
beginning in the earliest years, by creating a literacy
rich family environment focused on bonding through
books, reading, language and education.

When: Tuesday, November 12, 2019

6:30 PM - 9:00 PM

Chief O’'Neill’s Restaurant & Pub
3471 N. Elston Avenue, Chicago IL, 60618

Where:

Please Purchase Online Tickets At:
freadomfundraiser.eventbrite.com

*All Tickets are Virtual

SCHAIN | BANKS @ Kiwanis AEADER

G
thefreadomroadfoundation.com o

Read Inside-Booster, News-Star

and Skyline every week.
Subscribe online for only $20 per year

inside onlinecom
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Out of step, again,
with 21st century self-absorption

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

The word’s out that after much
speculation...  Ditka’s  Steak-
house, 100 E. Chestnut, just re-
ceived a stay of execution for one
year over its lease. No denying
that the colorful former coach of
the Chicago Bears is a local hero.
His personality and character has
always added a special flavor to
the true taste of the stew that is
genuine Chicago.

He deserves an outpost for his
efforts and the continuance of his
celebrity.

But that the end is near makes
many of us sad. Chicago is proud
of the coach. He still makes us
walk a little taller.

Sad too was the news that
the Bridgeport Bakery on Ar-
cher Ave. was closing because
owner Ron Pavelka was retir-
ing. The bakery’s great claim to
fame for me was their “Paczki,’
(“POONCH-kee to a Southsider)
a Polish version of a jelly-filled
Bismarck. Very popular just be-
fore the fast of Lent begins.

While working at Chicago’s
City Hall, kind Southsiders in the
office would generously bring
them in to nosh on before Ash
Wednesday.

I don’t do such changes well. I
don’t like the way such establish-
ments cease functioning in our
lives. Especially when they bring
such comfort to us.

Don’t get me wrong, both Mike
Ditka and Ron Pavelka deserve
less busy work days, if they so
desire.

We just get used to their being
there. A part of our urban furni-
ture.

That got me thinking of all the
fabulous places that have disap-
peared over the years. We’ve sur-
vived their loss, but Chicago life
is not the same without them.

Do you remember The Bakery,
Chef Louis Szathmary’s Lincoln
Park storefront that opened in
19637 A one-time columnist for
this newspaper, he ushered in a
food revolution amid the shabby
surroundings. The chef with the
giant mustache offered a stunning
5-course meal for just $12. He
also served free lunch to whom-
ever was in his building at noon.
Odd how the UPS driver, meat
deliveryman and postman always
seemed to arrive right at 11:59
a.m. each day. They’d lunched
next to sports celebrities, plumb-
ers and Hollywood starlets who
too were on site. Old School.

You probably remember the
mouthwatering Beef Wellington
or the Roast Duck with Cherry
glaze. Not many Chicago bistros
then. No one could offer such
succulent cuisine.

Chef Louis was the Paul Bu-

nyon of Chicago restauranteurs.
He kept it going until 1989.

Chef Louis really brought fine
dining to the yuppifying neigh-
borhood. He was a character.
I used to see him some morn-
ings shopping for ingredients at
Treasure Island on Wells St. You
could’t miss him. His conversa-
tions were historic. When The
Bakery closed a piece of Chicago
died.

Chef Louis Szathmary at the now
shuttered The Bakery.

It was much the same way
when Binyon’s closed in 1987
and those Veal Kidneys on toast
disappeared for good. Along with
that heavenly Turtle Soup. Gold-
en Ox on Clybourn shuttered and
their sautéed Veal Chops with
Veal Kidneys were no more. Both
those spots were old-fashioned
food in old-fashioned venues.

Not sure Millennials would be
looking for such vittles today.

Alexander’s was another place
I recalled. For its life that steak-
house was at 79th St. and South
Shore Dr. Alongside a neighbor-
hood of refined elegance. Another
old-fashioned gem, great steaks
and chops. But what everyone
remembers was their special ap-
petizer. A shrimp on a thin slice
of Italian bread all on top of their
homemade onion/garlic, mayo-
based salad dressing. Oh my, they
were good. Best thing for a mar-
tini since the olive.

Then there was that fabulous
salad at Don Roth’s Blackhawk
on Wabash. The home of the
Spinning Salad Bowl shut down
in 1984. And who could forget
Jacques at 900 N. Michigan Ave.
with its lush garden, dome and
superb French fare lunches? We
always had a special Christmas
lunch there every year. Warm.
Cozy. Unrivaled.

Of course, it’s a long list. But
it’s also very personal. When
something you really cherish dis-
appears, it takes a part of you with
it. Especially places that comfort-
ably fit into childhood. The Stock-
Yard Inn was another legendary
place, near the cattle pens on Hal-
sted St., now long gone. It went
the way of Fritzel’s, the Como Inn
and the Wrigley Building Restau-
rant. And of course, Gordon’s on
Clark St., perhaps, the ultimate
urban outpost for superb cuisine
nestled in a strange, dark part of
town. But Gordon Sinclair, him-
self, was so remarkably welcom-
ing and sophisticated with food
like nowhere else. He established
a memorable encounter with ev-
eryone.

Of course, we miss these trea-
sures. Like Brigadoon, they
seemed to magically rise to the
surface and change our world
before departing. But we are not
the same for it. We were all trans-
formed by the food, the civility,
the hospitality and the noncha-
lance of excellence.

Such things are not merely nos-
talgic, they are seminal. Part of
the cultural environment of safety
and trust. The departure of famil-
iar places of reference from our
everyday living displays a power-
ful sense of disconnection from
important safety codes. The dis-
comfort engendered by their loss
and the sense of spiritual failure
of their withdrawal demonstrates
a wearing away of important cul-
tural confidence. No wonder peo-
ple can’t hold a meaningful con-
versation with one another about
essential truths. Or eat dinner
with their family without holding
an iPhone in their hands.

All these small closures of fa-
vorite places loom large in our
paths with shadow over life. All
become very real to me amid
the discomfort of “Impeach-
ment” conversation. The sly she-
nanigans of Brexit. The promised
protection of Northern Ireland’s
borders. The piano playing of
Vladimir Putin. The hard line of
Chicago teachers. The refusal of
young Americans to vote. The
spread of fake news and the re-
naming of Lake Shore Dr. after
an anti-American British sympa-
thizer during our Revolution in
1776.

What are people thinking?
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Diane Capone only knew her grandfather
Al for a few short years before he died, yet
her childhood memories of him are clear
as can be.

“He was the
most loving man
-- a very devoted
family man despite
all that carrying on
during his heyday
in his 20s,” said
the 75-year-old Ca-

Heart pone. “Despite ev-
of the ‘Hood  erything that was
By Felicia Dechter s2id and alleged --

and whether it was
accurate or not -- it doesn’t matter to me. I
don’t know much about his public life, but
in his private life he was very, very lov-
ing.”

For those who would love to know about
the personal side of the notorious gangster,
his granddaughter has written, “Al Capone:
Stories my grandmother told me.” I had the
pleasure of chatting with her about her first
book.

Until now, she has lived a quiet, low-key
life. But that will more than likely change
for her since authoring the life story of her
infamous grandfather, her “Papa.”

“I think I came out of the closet,” laughed
Capone, a retired college counselor of 20
years. “It’s wonderful to feel like finally
the story of their private life is going to
be told. There are so many misrepresenta-
tions,” she added. “I tried to give the per-
sonal side.”

The book is filled with memories and

Joinus

for this free
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Capone book sure to be blg hit

never before seen pix, of grow-
ing up Capone. Diane Capone
has been working on it for sev-
eral years, ever since her sister
Ronnie fell ill with leukemia.
While Ronnie was in the hospi-
tal, she and Diane were reliving
their childhood memories.
“After she died, I thought,
‘There’s no one left to tell the
stories,” said Capone. “My
grandma lived 40 years after
her husband died, my dad told
stories, my mom told stories -- |
found diaries and journals my
mother had kept since meeting
my father at the age of 14. I did
this so the story would be told

Diane Capone and her new book “Al Capone:Stories my grandmother
told me.”
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that living room again.”

Yet, “He found peace and
joy in his last years, there was
no danger, no looking over his
shoulder,” continued Capone,
who has “very, very vivid
memories of his death.”

She also remembers the
time she was six-years-old and
in first grade when someone
made a derogatory Capone re-
mark to her.

“You have to be beyond re-
proach, because your name is
Capone,” she was told by her
father, who, when he was a
young boy, had to have notes
signed by the parents of friends

as truly as I could tell it,” said
Capone. “I'm running out of time. I had to
tell it.”

She also wanted to recognize her grand-
mother Mae, “an extraordinary woman
who never gave up hope, never took off
her wedding ring, and never stopped lov-
ing him.”

“It’s a beautiful love story,” said Capone.
“I wanted to tell what it was like.”

Capone, whose father Albert Francis Ca-
pone was Al’s only child, had just turned
three when her grandfather, who she called
“Papa,” died. Her birthday is Jan. 14, his
was Jan. 17, and the family had a wonder-
ful Christmas, and a fabulous birthday cel-
ebration for the pair just before Al died on
Jan. 25. The last photo of Papa, which is in
the book, was taken at the family’s Palm
Island, FL, home that Christmas, 1947.

Thursday, November 7t
5:30 - 6:00 p.m. Registration and

“I remember it was beyond anything,”
Capone said of that final holiday together.
“My grandma had gotten 16 dolls for me
and my sisters from stores in Chicago and
Florida. And the Christmas tree was like
something out of a movie.”

Yet exactly one month later, her beloved
Papa was gone. Apparently he had a stroke
then started to recover. Yet despite taking
antibiotics he wound up with pneumonia.
The iconic mobster died in his bed at age
48, surrounded by family.

Mae, his wife of nearly 30 years, never
got over it.

“When Papa died, the house died with
him,” Capone sadly remembered. “There
were no more celebrations. Everything
changed after that. Everything was covered
with sheets after he died. We never used

Join us as we welcome nationally recognized
author and family caregiving advocate Liz
O’Donnell. A recognized expert on balancing
life and career, she has written about the
challenges of working daughters in numerous
publications including The Atlantic, Forbes,
TIME, USA Today, WBUR and PBS’ Next
Avenue. Her first book, Mogul, Mom & Maid: The Balancing
Act of the Modern Woman, looked at the impact of
women’s personal lives on their careers. Liz’s latest book,
Working Daughter, will be available for purchase at the event.

before allowing them to come
over to the house.

Al Capone moved to Chicago in 1919,
at the age of 20. He bought a two-family
duplex at 7244 S. Prairie Ave., and brought
other family members to live with him. He
lived here until 1928, when he bought the
Florida home.

Despite it never being officially linked
to Capone, it was widely assumed that the
chief gangster was responsible for ordering
the 1929 St. Valentine’s Day Massacre. Yet
he went to the big house [Alcatraz] for only
tax evasion and Prohibition charges when
he was in his early 30s, said his grand-
daughter. Papa, who today is somewhat
like a cult figure --served about seven and
a half years and never again publicly re-

CAPONE see p. 6

Artis Welcomes Liy O’Donnell

Author, Speaker, Entrepreneur

Working
Daughter
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Being held at:
Artis Senior Living of Lakeview

Come get to know
The Artis Way —exceptionally
personalized, respectful,
caring and secure Memory
Care and Assisted Living in a
custom-designed community
that honors and supports
each resident as the unique
individual they are!

3535 N. Ashland Ave.
Chicago, IL 60657
Parking is available.

Refreshments
6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Presentation

To RSVP, or for more information,
please call 877-290-7783 or visit
www.TurnToArtis.com/Booster

ARTIS

SENIOR LIVING
Lakeview

MEMORY CARE AND ASSISTED LIVING

@ Visit our other communities:

" Artis Senior Living of Bartlett » 1035 S. IL Route 59, Bartlett, IL 60103

& Artis Senior Living of EImhurst ® 123 W. Brush Hill Road, EImhurst, IL 60126
Services are not certified under the Alzheimer’s Disease and Related

Dementias Special Care Disclosure Act.
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tax appeal
workshop
Nov. 4 Seven North Side
* communities posted

Beleaguered North Side
taxpayers can attend a free
property tax appeal workshop
with the Cook County Board of
Review 6 p.m. Monday, Nov. 4,
at the Near North Montessori
School, 1434 W. Division St.

This workshop is hosted by
Cmsr. Mike Cabonargi, and will
provide an opportunity for
home-owners to try and lower
their rapidly escalating prop-

whopping declines in sales

With a shortage of buyers tour-
ing listings this summer, many
Chicago home sellers were left
scratching their heads, as the
market for single-family homes
slumped in several North Side
neighborhoods, experts say.

Total third-quarter home sales
activity increased only in Lin-

erty taxes through the Cook coln Parl§,
County Assessor’s Office. Whe.re 1t
Organizers promise that will gained
be plenty of time for Q&A with 11.1%, and
staff members. for more infor- was  un-
mation call 312-603-5562. changed
in Rogers

Park, re-

The Home Front ported the

By Don DeBat quarterly

Chicago

BBB A+ Rating

North Side Market Report pre-
pared by Realtor Mary Jo Nathan
of Compass.

The North Side Market Re-
port tracks home sales in Edge-

SNOW REMOVAL
COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING CARPET CLEANING
POWER WASHING

773-292-6015

www.callchoicejanitorial:com

REAL ESTATE AUCTION - ODELL, IL

Sunday, December 8, 2019 at 12:00 PM

Property Location: 20825 E 2700 N Rd, Odell, IL

3,080 SqFt 3-Bedroom, 3'4-Bath, Brick Ranch Home on 9.28 Acres overlooking a
4% Ac Stocked Pond, 2/5-Car Garage & 30x50 Pole Building with concrete floors.
Open House Dates: Sunday, November 10 & 17 from 12-2 PM
Owner: Estate of Ollan Coyle

Personal Property Auction starting at 10AM includes:
Kubota 4x4 UTV, Polaris Snowmobile, KTX 450 Dirt Bike, Boats, Shop Items & Household Furniture.
See website for Flyer, Terms, Maps, Photos and more information.

Auction conducted by Richard A. Olson & Associates - Morris, IL - 815-942-4266
. See website for
Ei{8] www.richardaolson.com

more info!!!

FARMLAND AUCTION: 205+ ACRES - 2 TRACTS

WED, NOV 20, 2019 Farm Property Location: 17799 Pratt Rd, Sandwich, IL
@ 6:00 PM Auction Location: VFW Post, 713 S Main St, Sandwich, IL

Farm is located 1% miles north of US-34 on Latham St (Sandwich Rd) in Sandwich, IL

SEC 24 - SANDWICH TWP - DEKALB COUNTY, IL

Tract 1: 102+ Ac 140.8 PI - Tract 2: 102+ Ac 136.8 PI
Tracts to be offered as “CHOICE”

Owner: Czerkies Family Partnership

Auction conducted by B F A& See website for Flyer,
Richard A. Olson & Assoc. - T E B Terms, Maps and more
Morris, IL - 815-942-4266 — O information.

Well-built, single-story building, located on thriving Grand Ave.
in the Belmont Cragin area. Ideal for small warehouse/industrial
use or can be converted to retail or office. Open fenced-in area in
back of building, ideal for 2 car/truck parking or drive-in-door can
be installed in back to create an attached garage. Great visibility
(23,000+ vpd). Owner needs larger space.

Michael F. Parish sroker
773.770.7002

BAIRDAVARMER,
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As home sales slump,
sellers are asklng where are the buyers?’

apsns j
Seven North Side communities posted declines in home sales activity
ranging from a whopping -22% in Edgewater to -3.8% on the Near North

Side. Other results were -16.2% in Lake View, -12.9% in North Center,

-8.8% in Uptown, -7.3% in West Ridge and -4.6% in Lincoln Square.

water, Lake View, Lincoln
Park, Lincoln Square, Near North
Side, North Center, Rogers Park,
Uptown and West Ridge.

Seven communities posted
declines in home sales activity
ranging from a whopping -22% in
Edgewater to -3.8% on the Near
North Side. Other results were
-16.2% in Lake View, -12.9%
in North Center, -8.8% in Up-
town, -7.3% in West Ridge and
-4.6% in Lincoln Square.

There were 2,640 home sales
in the nine community areas that
make up the North Side during
the July-September quarter, down
-74% from the total posted a year
earlier, but better than the -7.6%
decline in the second quarter.

The median sales price of
homes, townhouses and con-
dominiums rose only 09% to
$355,000, slightly up from the

0.7% increase for the second
quarter.
Median  single-family  de-

tached home prices ranged from
a low of $345,000 in West Ridge
and $545,660 in Rogers Park,
to $725,000 in Lincoln Square,
$747,500 in Edgewater and
$950,625 in Uptown.

In luxury neighborhoods, me-
dian detached home prices ranged
from $1,082,500 in North Center
and $1,232,500 in Lake View, to
$1,075,000 on the Near North
Side and $1.6 million in Lincoln
Park.

“While total third quarter
sales effectively tracked those of
the second quarter, there were
some changes worth noting,” said
Nathan, who is affiliated with
the Charese David Team based
at 2044 W. Roscoe St. “Although
the single-family sales activ-
ity led the market in the second
quarter, attached home sales were
the stronger component of third-
quarter results.”

The sales data cited by Com-
pass is collected by Midwest Real
Estate Data, LLC, the regional
multiple listing service.

Condos are selling

Attachedresidences—primarily
condominiums and townhouses,
accounted for 89.7% of all home
sales on the North Side during
the third quarter. Attached sales
totaled 2,367 units—down 6.8%
from the same period in 2018,
while the median price gained
2.8% to $330,000.

Condo and townhouse listings
sat on the market an average of 72
days before finding a buyer—14
days longer than the same period
last year. Average market time in-
creased to some extent in all nine
community areas, topped by a
20-day increase in Lincoln Park,
one of the only neighborhoods to
post an actual increase in attached
sales, gaining 12.6% to 358 units.
Attached sales rose 6.4% in Lin-
coln Square to 100 units.

The eight other communities

McLean County Land Auction

Auction conducted by * - €
Richard A. Olson & Associates
Morris, IL - 815-942-4266 - 3

IT{8] www.richardaolson.com

See website for Flyer,
Terms, Maps, Photos
and more information.
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all saw declines in attached sales
compared with the same quar-
ter in 2018. Sales were off -0.7%
in Rogers Park, -3.1% on the
Near North Side, -6.5% in West
Ridge, -8.7% in Uptown, -15%
in Lake View, -22% in Edgewater
and -22.7% in North Center.

The median condo and town-
house sales prices rose in five
areas: 20.6% in Edgewater, 7.3%
in Uptown, 3.2% in North Cen-
ter, 1.9% in Lake View and 1.2%
in Lincoln Square. Elsewhere, the
median price fell -11.2% in Lin-
coln Park, -5.3% in West Ridge,
-5.1% in Rogers Park and -3.7%
on the Near North Side.

Single-family home slump

Third-quarter sales of detached
single-family homes on the North
Side were down -12.8% compared
to the same period last year, while
the median sales price for this
segment rose 5.4% to $988,237,
and average market time declined
by one day to 101 days. Nathan
said that result reflects the short-
age of moderately priced inven-
tory across the North Side.

Sales activity rose in three
neighborhoods: 10% in Rogers
Park, 4.5% in North Center and
2% in Lincoln Park. Among the
six communities where sales ac-
tivity fell, four had declines of
more than 20%, including Near
North, down -55.6%; Lincoln
Square, down -32.4%; Lake View,
down -28.8% and Edgewater,
down -21.4%. Sale also were off
-10% in Uptown and -9.3% in
West Ridge.

Median prices also showed a
wide variation in performance
though five communities had in-
creases, including gains of 48.9%
in Rogers Park, 28.5% in Up-
town, 15.6% in Lincoln Square,
2.4% in North Center and 0.3% in
Edgewater.

The median price in Lincoln
Park was unchanged at $1.6
million, while the median was
off -4.2% in West Ridge, -8.7%
in Lake View and an amazing
-58.4% on the Near North Side.

“The big price decline on the
Near North Side reflects the fact
that only four homes sold there
during the third quarter and all
were outside the Gold Coast por-
tion of that community, where
sales prices for detached homes
are typically well over $1 million
and often are multiples of that
number,” Nathan explained.

Gold Coast auction

To stimulate the market for
a swank Gold Coast mansion
at 1316 N. Dearborn, RE/MAX
Premier Properties has partnered
with auctioneer, Rick Levin, to
auction the home on December
3, with a minimum bid of $3.35
million. The owners spent $6.9
million to buy and remodel the
6,500-square-foot home. RE/
MAX anticipates three or four
bidders and a final sale price
above the minimum bid.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.



North Sider’s properties, dinners,
rides targeted for new taxes

Mayor Lori Lightfoot announced a plan
on Oct. 21 to refinance $1.3 billion of out-
standing bonds and book resulting savings
of $200 million in the coming year to help

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Mayor proposes
short term fix for budget

Mayor Lightfoot distinguished the move
from the criticized “scoop and toss” tech-
nique of former mayors Rahm Emanuel
and Richard M. Daley, who used refinanc-
ing of old debt with extended maturities to
reduce short-term costs but saddle the city
with more long-term debt.

which still owns the parking meters for
another 65 years. The much despised deal
negotiated by former mayor Daley gave
Chicago Parking Meters LLC, the right to
collect and retain all of the metered park-
ing revenue derived from metered parking
spaces city-wide.

balance the budget.

She is also planning to add higher
taxes onto high priced real estate
transfers - like those found on the
Near North and North sides - as well
as higher taxes on ride-share services,
restaurant dining and drinks. Oh ya,
and Downtown meter parking rates
are going up.

The savings generated by refinanc-
ing old debt representing nearly 25%

Mayor Lightfoot’s plan also calls for
840 million in new taxes on users
of ride-share services, and higher taxes

on restaurant food and drink.
She’s also called for higher taxes
through a Chicago casino and

recreational pot sales, both that need

the authorization of Springfield.

Lightfoot plans to target the food
and dining industry too, through an
increase in the restaurant tax from a
quarter of a percent to half a percent,
which is expected to generate another
$20 million in new taxes a year.

She also promised $18 million a
year in new property taxes to allow
libraries to remain open seven days a
week.

If the mayor doesn’t get those

of the city’s $838 million Fiscal Year

2020 budget gap. The City will issue Gen-
eral Obligation (GO) and Sales Tax Secu-
ritization Corporation bonds to refinance
$1.3 billion in outstanding callable City
GO and Motor Fuel Tax bonds for savings.

The city says they can reduce interest
payments on the borrowed money from
49% to something in the range of 3% to
3.5%, as reported by the The Bond Buyer.
The savings on that $1.3 billion in old debt
would be 1.4% — or about $18 million an-
nually. The city’s slick accounting trick is
that the savings from the reduced interest
costs will occur over the next 20 years, yet
the entire amount will be taken upfront,
Chief Financial Officer Jennie Huang Ben-
nett told the Chicago Sun-Times.

So the total supposed savings of $200
million is a one-time measure used to bal-
ance this years budget. The refinancing is
pending approval by the full City Council.
But Lightfoot said she anticipates issuing
bonds as early as December.

The city would benefit from generally
lower interest rates through this move be-
cause the new bonds will be “securitized.”
That’s the new structure that was autho-
rized by the state in 2017.

The basic idea behind securitized bonds
is an actual sale of city assets. By trans-
ferring full ownership of city assets to en-
sure repayment of a bond, lenders believe
they make their right to payment assured
even in any future city bankruptcy. It’s
like completing a foreclosure sale before
there’s even a default. While City Hall says
the chances of a Chicago bankruptcy are
remote, the municipal bond community’s
actions say otherwise. They want not just
collateral but full conveyance of ownership
in something that generates income equal
to their loan amount in exchange for the
lower interest rates.

The city says it will use future sales tax
revenue to securitize the new bonds, but it
already sold that sales tax revenue for ear-
lier bonds. So, the new bondholders will
get a junior interest in future sales tax reve-
nue, the city says. Presumably there’s some
value in that junior position, which helped
the city get the reduced interest rates.

Mayor Lightfoot proposes to save anoth-
er $337 million through various efficien-
cies, including the implementation of ze-
ro-based budgeting, department mergers,
better debt and tax collection, and various
other financial improvements.

She wants the remaining $350 million
deficit to be paid through new tax increas-
es.

They include raising taxes on Chicago’s
real estate transfers — a tax that applies to
anyone selling or buying a home. “These
reforms will bring an additional $50 mil-
lion this coming year with an additional
$100 million every year after that,” said
Mayor Lightfoot. But a graduated real es-
tate transfer tax targeted to hit high value
transactions hardest will require coop-
eration from Springfield in rewriting state
law.

Her plan also calls for $40 million in
new taxes on users of ride-share services,
and higher taxes on restaurant food and
drink. She’s also called for higher taxes
through a Chicago casino and recreational
pot sales, both that need the authorization
of Springfield. She also plans to increase
rates on our Downtown parking meters and
add more meters in the West Loop, which
she hopes will bring in $7 million.

Downtown meter rates have been frozen
for the last five years. The mayor did not
say how she could raise the parking rates
and pocket the money, instead of forward-
ing it to Chicago Parking Meters LLC,

Ask us about small
business insurance.

Contact your local State Farm® agent.

statefarm.com/small-business-insurance

o StateFarm

items, she’s threatened to close the
remaining budget deficit with a property
tax increase.

In her budget speech, Mayor Lightfoot
did not address a need for pension and col-
lective bargaining reforms needed to help
City Hall cut the massive pension liabilities
that now hamstrings any long term budget
progress, and leave Chicago trapped in a
vicious debt spiral. Far from stemming the
negative trajectory of the city’s finances,
the budget proposal keeps in place most of
the structural problems that have led the
city to annual budget deficits.

Employers should be aware too that
the mayor is accelerating the city’s move
toward a $15 minimum wage. “Our 2020
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Seminars on digital
marketing strategies

The Lincoln Park Chamber of
Commerce is now hosting a series of
seminars on digital marketing.

The next seminar - on how to cre-
ate content - will be held Tuesday,
Nov. 5, from 8:30 to 10 a.m., at Win-
trust Bank, 100 W. North Ave.

For more information call 773-
880-5200.

Public benefits,
services topic
of senior seminar

The Circuit Court of Cook County’s El-
der Justice Center will be hosting a senior
enrichment seminar on Thursday, Nov. 7,
noon to 1:30 p.m., at the Richard J. Daley
Center, 50 W. Washington St., room 2005.

Guests will learn everything they need
to know about public benefits and services
for seniors.

This free event will feature lectures
by Lindsey Kahney of AgeOptions and
Dwight Taylor of the Illinois Dept. on Ag-
ing.

The topics will include information on
those who are 60 and over or have a dis-
ability, and where help is available. Some
seniors are eligible for help with health
care costs, Medicare premiums, utility
bills, prescription costs and your grocery
bills.

For more information call 312-603-
9233.
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The race
to save rare
butterfly species

Join Nick Haddad as he ad-
dresses butterfly conservation
and the fight against time to save
rare butterfly species during a
lecture Nov. 7 at the Peggy Note-
baert Nature Museum, 2430 N.
Cannon Dr.

Haddad is an ecologist at the
Kellogg Biological Station in Ka-
lamazoo, MI, and for 20 years he
has studied some of the rarest but-
terflies in the world, tracking their
populations and working toward
their restoration. He has tracked
the 20-year decline across all of
Ohio’s butterflies. He directs a
large, long-term experiment to
understand the effects of land use
intensity on ecological systems.

Doors open at 6 p.m., lecture
begins at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $5
and a cash bar and complimen-
tary light refreshments will be
provided.

For accessibility information
contact access@naturemuseum.
org.
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Left to right: John Clement,
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Alexandria Halkin, and Protect Our Parks

president Herb Caplan in Jackson Park last weekend. Clement’s mother,
Kay Clement, and Alex’s mother, Diti Halkin, were good friends and pro-
tested the extension and widening of Lake Shore Drive through Jackson
Park in the 1960s. They were arrested one day while protesting in 1965.

CAPONE fromp. 3

turned to Chicago.

“From the time he went back
to Florida, he never wanted to go
back to any of that,” said Capone.
“Papa had health problems and
lived a very quiet life after Alca-
traz.” And even though he lived
in Florida until his death, Papa is
buried in Mount Carmel Catholic
Cemetery in Hillside.

“One main thing I wanted to
do was tell the true story and this
is one most people don’t know,”
said Capone. “It’s astonishing
that people don’t think of him as
an anti-hero any more -- there’s
an iconic thing about him. People
don’t think about Prohibition.

vnwmhl City theatre
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-
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They think about the glamour.”

Mob historian John Binder,
who runs the “Chicago Prohi-
bition Gangster Tour,” said the
book shatters quite a few myths
and misconceptions about Al Ca-
pone and his family.

“Despite claims to the contrary,
he never worked in Baltimore as
an accountant before coming to
Chicago,” said Binder, who has
appeared in dozens of documen-
taries related to gangland and is
a consultant to the Chicago His-
tory Museum on organized crime.
“And there is no lost Capone for-
tune hidden out there waiting to be
found. Certainly his descendants
never saw much of his income,
because he essentially spent it as
fast as he got it.”

“And it tells for the first time
how he met his wife Mae, the re-
action of her Irish family to him
being Italian, and how their only
child was conceived,” said Binder.

The soft-cover book, which
sells for $19.99, should be avail-
able on Amazon by next week. It
is also available through the pub-
lisher, The Troy Book Makers at
www.shoptbmbooks.com.  And
Capone has already started her
second book, “Growing Up Ca-
pone,” which begins when Papa
died and goes to modern times.

“I was lucky to have a rela-
tionship with my grandma and
she lived so long,” said Capone.
“I wouldn’t have these stories if
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Hyde Park women 40 years ago protesting to save the park trees.

At the head of the class... are
the teachers of this world. Hope-
fully, by the time you read this,
the strike will be over and my two
little granddaughters will be back
in class. Although some people do
not agree with this, I surely hope
they get everything they’re asking
for. My mom was a 30-year CPS
teacher. Her work day did not end
when the bell rang. I watched as
every day, she brought home a
stack of papers to grade after a
hard day of teaching. I saw her
spend her own money for supplies
and things she wanted or needed
for her classroom that CPS did
not provide. Hang in there teach-
ers and don’t give up! And thank
you.

Saving the trees and our
park... the following is a letter
from Herb Caplan, a Lakeview
resident who is president of Pro-
tect Our Parks (POP). As some-
one who used to live on the South
Side not far from Jackson Park, I
can’t say that I disagree with POP.
I'm still waiting for someone to
develop the Michael Reese site (I
was born there by the way), why
not put the Obama Center there?
Perhaps a casino is coming to that
site?

“The ceremonial Jackson Park
tree saving protest that took place
on Saturday -- led by the revived
Burnham Brigade and more than

!IJDER CAR WASH
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK /24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE
2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC

5450 N. DAMEN (at Bryn Mawr)

A-A SALVAGE
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25 representative community sup-
porters -- had to defy the rain,
and repel invading Obama Presi-
dential Center (OPC) supporters
who were simultaneously tearing
down the ribbons placed to iden-
tify the ancient trees scheduled to
be clear cut to provide open space
for construction of the proposed
OPC in the historic public park.

“The protest event was digni-
fied by the presence of children of
the Hyde Park women who some
40 years earlier had also come to
save the park trees by symboli-
cally chaining themselves to the
threatened trees. Present were
John Clement, whose mother was
the famed park protection activist
Kay Clement, and Alex Halkin
whose activist mother, Diti
Halkin, some 44 years before,
had also come to protest the cut-
ting of public park trees to extend
and widen the road in Lake Shore
Drive through Jackson Park. They
were arrested for engaging in that
protest in 1965. By coincidence
the women at that time were rep-
resented by Attorney Marshall
Patner who coincidentally was the
law school classmate and friend
of Herb Caplan in today’s protest.
There were no arrests on this Sat-
urday.

“The issues of the protest were
quite simple: Historic Jackson
Park is a world famous public
park, on the National Register of
Historic Places - often compared
to Central Park in New York. The
attempt to clear cut 500-600 an-
cient tress in the public park is an
environmental atrocity, and will
further contribute to advancing
dangers of climate change. There
is no credible reason to thought-
lessly cut down 100-year-old trees
to build an invasive 235-foot tow-
er in historic Jackson Park; There
are better suited and easily avail-
able sites for an OPC in nearby un-
derserved communities in need of
neighborhood investment and de-
velopment that with a legally en-
forceable CBA(Community Ben-
efits Agreement) would escape
the current OPC gentrification;
and when objective environmen-
tal and economic development
principles are applied, the Obama
legacy would be exalted and prop-
erly honored, not forever blighted
by a blind desecration of a unique
and much needed South Side pub-
lic park.”



J. Blanton
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Plumbing University
raises level of professionalism

May be the first program
of its kind in U.S.

BY BOB AND JOANNE
KITSOS

What began as a plumbing
company by Jack Blanton, Sr.
and Jack Blanton, Jr. more than
25 years ago has grown into a
firm that now also offers HVAC
services — heating, ventilation
and air conditioning. In addition,
this three-generation family busi-
ness is leveraging the experience
gained from its founders by de-
veloping a curriculum to ensure
all its technicians are trained in
the same way to ensure the best
customer experience.

Training is in the form of J.
Blanton University that began
this year and may be the first of
its kind in the country. It’s a six-
month program based on Blanton
Jr’s more than 30 years of plumb-
ing experience; all the company’s
service technicians are required
to complete the course.

“The need for the course is to
better set our staff up for suc-
cess in the field when conducting
business,” Blanton, Jr. said. “It’s
also an opportunity to grow both
the company and the industry as
a whole.”

University focuses on service

The curriculum was designed
by Blanton, Jr. and includes film
and hands-on training taught by
Blanton Jr. and other manage-
ment staff. The course stresses
the importance of what makes a
good service plumber in the field
and in the office.

“It establishes a solid founda-
tion and touches on the customs
and courtesies that go into mak-
ing Jack’s idea of the perfect
plumber,” said Oscar Kush, head
of marketing. “Customer service
is something that Jack takes very
seriously. The course is geared
around giving customers the ut-
most, best possible service and
provide options to allow custom-
ers to choose the best one for
themselves.”

Training topics include demon-
strations and practice in thawing
frozen pipes, dealing with burst
pipes, rodding clogged pipes and
using iPad technology. In addi-
tion to the classroom training,
the company weekly discusses is-
sues and shares ideas online with
members of a nationwide alliance
of plumbing, HVAC and electric
companies.

“We’re being taught the way
Jack would do the work. Jack
knows everything,” said Andrew
Anderson, the first graduate of
J. Blanton University who began
working for the company in June
2019. “The training is as he would
do it so we’re going to do your job
right for you.”

The program includes a written
test about plumbing and customer
service. For Anderson, complet-
ing the comprehensive curricu-
lum meant a better understand-

General Manager Jordan Blanton, left, and Andrew Anderson, the first
graduate of J. Blanton Plumbing University. Completing the university’s
six-month curriculum, which focuses on customer service, leadership and
mechanical techniques, is a requirement for all the company’s techni-

cians.

J. Blanton Plumbing, 4541 N. Ravenswood, is a family-owned and oper-
ated business that serves residential and commercial plumbing, heating,
gas, sewer and air conditioning needs in Chicagoland and the Near North
Shore. The company prides itself on its 24/7 service where “no job is too

big or too small.”

The J. Blanton family.

“We’re being taught the way

Jack would do the work. Jack knows everything,”
said Andrew Anderson, the first graduate

of J. Blanton University who began working for the
company in June 2019. “The training is as he would
do it so we’re going to do your job right for you.”

ing about the mechanics of the
business and customer services
as well as a promotion, raise and
vacation bonus.

The company is looking to
hire more people and pass along
the ethics, workflow and system
that works for the company and
its customers. “We want people
to learn the trade and to grow the
industry,” said Jordan Blanton,
general manager, Jack Jr.’s son.

“The university represents a
resource and organization that
pushes people to become better
versions of themselves,” said Jor-
dan. “We want to motivate and
excite our techs. Our common
goal is that we want to do every-
thing we can do to help each other
-- whether they stay with us until
they retire or go elsewhere. If we

can show a better way, you're bet-
ter for it.”

Jordan, who started learning
the business six years ago at his
father’s elbow, said, “I’'m proud of
my dad. Now, we’re seeing kids of
customers that he serviced early
in his career. If you do right by
the customer, they feel good about
the experience and want to call
you back.”

This commitment to service
may well be Blanton Plumbing
University’s legacy: To build an
environment where its service
technicians develop and pass
along the knowledge, tradition
and craftsmanship to help grow
and advance the plumbing indus-
try. Or, as Jordan said, “We want
to pass the baton.”
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Police
Beat...

Police chief, in town
for convention, falls victim
to thief in River North

The head of a police agency in
Virginia lost her wallet to a thief
while she dined at a River North
restaurant on Oct. 25. The woman
was visiting Chicago to attend the
International Assoc. of Chiefs of Po-
lice (IACP) convention.

A CPD spokesperson confirmed
that someone stole a 55-year-old
woman's belongings on the 500
block of N. Wabash. A source told
this newspaper that the thief stole
the woman'’s property as she dined
at P. F. Chang’s, 530 N. Wabash,
around 6:30 p.m.

The thief went on to use the
woman'’s credit cards at various lo-
cations in the downtown area be-
fore the victim realized what hap-
pened.

State Rep charged
with taking bribes

lllinois State Rep. Luis Arroyo
[3rd] has been charged in federal
court with offering a bribe to a fel-
low state lawmaker in an effort to
influence and reward the lawmak-
er for supporting legislation that
would benefit Arroyo’s private lob-
bying client.

Arroyo, 65, of Chicago, is charged
with one count of federal program
bribery, according to a criminal
complaint and affidavit filed in U.S.
District Court in Chicago. Arroyo
made an initial court appearance
Monday morning before U.S. Mag-
istrate Judge Maria Valdez and was
ordered released on a personal re-
cognizance bond. The next court
date was not immediately set.

Arroyo has served in the lllinois
House of Representatives since
2006. He has also managed Sparta-
cus 3 LLC, a private lobbying firm in
Chicago.

According to the complaint, on
Aug. 2, Arroyo offered to pay $2,500
per month to an lllinois state sena-
tor in return for the senator’s sup-
port of sweepstakes-related leg-
islation that would benefit one of
Arroyo’s lobbying clients. On Aug.
22, Arroyo met with the senator at
a restaurant in Skokie and provided
him a check for $2,500 as an initial
payment, with the expectation
that additional payments would be
made for the next six to 12 months,
the complaint states. The check was
made payable to a nominee of the
senator for the purpose of conceal-
ing the illicit payment, the com-
plaint states.

Shots fired
at West Loop carjacking

Two carjackers fired shots as they
robbed a man of his vehicle in the
West Loop Oct. 27, police said. No
injuries were reported.

An 18-year-old man was standing
near his 2006 Chevrolet Uplander
when the offenders approached
him on the 600 block of W. Lake at
10:06 p.m., according to CPD’s Of-
fice of News Affairs. The two men
then displayed a handgun and de-
manded the victim’s keys.

Police said the carjackers fired
two shots before driving away with
the minivan—one into the pave-
ment and the other at the victim.
Shell casings were found at the
scene.

The minivan, which bears a li-
cense plate that begins with BN707
and had three bicycles in the rear
storage area, was last seen heading

westbound on Randolph St., accord-
ing to witnesses. Police described the
carjackers as two black males wearing
black hoodies.

H&M stores robbed
in South Loop and Mag Mile

A shoplifting team pepper-sprayed
employees at two H&M stores this
week during a pair of robberies just
four hours apart, according to police
records. Detectives issued an alert
to businesses as investigators try to
track down the offenders.

Three women placed merchandise
into bags and headed out the door at
the Magnificent Mile H&M location,
840 N. Michigan, at 3 p.m. Oct. 24.
They then pepper-sprayed a security
guard who tried to stop them.

Later, the same women did the ex-
act same thing at H&M'’s South Loop
location, 1135 S. Delano, at 7:15 p.m.

Police issued descriptions of three
offenders in the community alert:

Female, black, 16-20, 5'06", 130-145,
dreadlocks, mustard jacket

Female, black, 20-30, ponytail, gray
hat, gray sweater, maroon pants

Female, black, 20-30, gray head-
band, gray sweater, black pants

The woman in the mustard-colored
jacket returned to the 840 N. Michigan
store around 12:30 p.m. on Saturday,
but she left before police arrived to
take her into custody.

Anyone with information about the
robbery crew can contact Area Cen-
tral detectives at 312-747-8384. Refer
to pattern #P19-1-346.

Gunman who robbed
Lakeview phone store
has struck two other times

Investigators say the man who
robbed a Lakeview wireless store at
gunpoint last week has held up at
least two other phone retailers since
Sept. 9. A second man may also be
involved.

That's all according to a business
alert issued by Chicago Police Dept.
detectives Oct. 26.

The man is seen striking around
closing time, entering cellular stores
and forcing employees into back
rooms while displaying a machine pis-
tol, according to the alert. He orders
workers to open the store’s safe and
empty its contents into plastic bags.

On at least two occasions, the of-
fender fled out the back door.

The offender struck most recently
in Lakeview when he targeted the
Sprint store, 2850 N. Broadway, at
7:53 p.m. Oct. 16. One of the phones
contained a tracking device similar
to those used to follow bank robbers.
The tracker pinged down Lake Shore
Dr., past downtown, and was last re-
corded near 111th Street and Inter-
state 57.

The two other cases took place on
the South Side and Near West Side.

Police released two offender de-
scriptions:

Male, black, 20-30, 5-8" to 5-10",
150 to 160 lbs, wearing a long dread
wig, a baseball cap, glasses with no
lenses, and a black hoodie. He carried
a machine pistol that has an extended
magazine.

Male, black, 20-30, 5-5" to 5-8”",
wearing a long dread wig, grey skull
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cap with red stripes, and a black coat.
He carried a MAC-11 machine pistol.
Police in the alert encouraged busi-
nesses to install surveillance systems
inside and outside their establish-
ments and to install a hold-up alarm
within reach of the cash register.
People with information about the
robberies can share it with Area North
Detectives at 312-744-8263 or Area
Central Detectives 312-747-8380.

Four-year sentence
for shooting at a group of people
and battering a cop

Four years. That's the sentence giv-
en to a man accused of firing a hand-
gun toward a group of people in the
Near North neighborhood on June 9,
2018.

Trashawn
Steele, 27,
pleaded guilty
to one count
of aggravated
unlawful use of
a weapon with
a previous con-
viction and one
count of aggra-
vated battery
— — — """  to a police of-
ficer in a deal with prosecutors.

Judge Catherine Haberkorn sen-
tenced Steele to two concurrent four-
year terms.

Police arrested Steele at a River
North gas station on July 5, 2018, af-
ter he was allegedly identified as the
man who shot toward a group of peo-
ple on the 900 block of N. Cambridge
about a month earlier.

Steele “became irate” as cops tried
to place him into a transport van and
said, “l ain't going up in there. You
have to shoot me!” He battered one
officer, prosecutors said.

According to lIllinois Dept. of Cor-
rections records, Steele previously re-
ceived a three-year sentence for bat-
tery to a police officer in 2014.

Steele received credit for 440 days
spent in jail awaiting trial on the 2018
charges. The state will cut his sen-
tence by 50% for good behavior, giv-
ing him an anticipated parole date of
June 26 of next year.

As part of the plea deal, prosecu-
tors agreed to drop eleven felonies,
including multiple counts of aggra-
vated discharge of a firearm, being a
felon in possession of a handgun, and
aggravated battery to police.

Trashawn Steele

Not guilty

A man who police accused of hav-
ing a gunin his car as he drove around
Edgewater in March 2018 has been
found not guilty in a bench trial.

Police said they pulled Justin John-
son over on the 2000 block of W.
Granville because his car had only one
headlight and no working tail lights.
Officers further accused Johnson of
having pot in his pants pocket and on
his car’s center console.

And, police alleged, when a cop
tried to open the locked glove com-
partment of the car, Johnson became
nervous and reportedly asked if “it'd
be OK to not search the glove box.”

Police said they eventually opened
the compartment and found a loaded
40-caliber handgun inside. Johnson
denied ownership of the gun.

Johnson, 27, waived his right to a
jury trial and put his fate in the hands
of Cook County Judge Shelley Sutker-
Dermer, who found him not guilty.

76-year-old man
robbed at Loop ATM

A Good Samaritan helped cops
track down the man who allegedly
pushed a senior citizen to the ground
and stole his money at a Loop ATM
last Monday, prosecutors said.

The victim, 76, was retrieving cash
from an ATM at 70 W. Randolph when
Michael Zuffa forced his hand away
from the machine, knocked him to

Stolen puppy Caela.

River North dognapping

The search continues for Caela, a
17-month-old shepherd mix who was
stolen from outside a River North res-
taurant while her owner picked up a
to-go order on Oct. 3.

Videos show a man unleashing
Caela and walking away with her from
outside Gus’ Fried Chicken, 401 N.
State St., around 7:20 p.m.

Gus' is offering a $1,000 reward
for information that leads to Caela.

According to information post-
ed on Craigslist, the man who took
Caelais a black male in his mid-20’s
with a light complexion and short
dreadlocks. He stands about 6-3"
tall and weighs around 150 Ibs.,
the post said.

the ground, and robbed him around
12:30 p.m., according to allegations in
court records.

Zuffa, who's 29 and lives in subur-
ban Alsip, allegedly ran from the scene
with $300 of
the elderly
man’s cash —
but a witness
was hot on his
heels.

The witness
chased Zuffa
and reportedly
saw him shed .
a green sweat- Michael Zuffa
shirt before he boarded a #20 Madi-
son bus a few blocks from the robbery
scene. Police responded to the Good
Samaritan’s 911 call and stopped the
bus a few moments later on the 300
block of W. Madison.

Police said they removed Zuffa
from the bus because he matched a
description provided by the witness.
Zuffa was carrying $280 in $20 bills,
police said.

The victim, who lives in Lincoln
Park, could not identify Zuffa, accord-
ing to police. But the witness report-
edly did that for him. Cops also recov-
ered a green sweatshirt from the bus
stop on Madison St.

Prosecutors charged Zuffa with fel-
ony robbery of a victim over age 60.
Judge John Lyke set bail at $75,000
and ordered Zuffa to go onto elec-
tronic monitoring if he can post a 10%
deposit bond.

Police gave the $280 cash that Zuffa
was carrying to the alleged robbery
victim.

Three North Side women
robbed in two hours

Three women reported being
robbed within about two hours Oct.
26 in Lincoln Park and River North. No
one is in custody.

The first victim reported that two
offenders approached her from be-
hind on the 1700 block of N. Sheffield
and threatened to shoot her if she
didn’t hand over her purse around
12:40 p.m. She complied. No descrip-
tion of the robbers is available.

Another woman told police that
she was walking near LaSalle and Ma-
ple streets when two teens jumped
her from behind and tried to steal her
bags around 1:10 p.m. She managed
to hang onto her property and the
would-be robbers escaped empty-
handed.

That woman said both teens are
black males about 15-years-old. One

stands around 5-8” tall, weighs 140
Ibs, has a close-cropped hairstyle,
and wore a gray North Face jacket,
dark jeans, and a dark backpack.
The other is about 5-4" tall and
160-170 Ibs. He wore a charcoal gray
hoodie, a gray jacket, and a dark
baseball cap. Both teens were last
seen heading eastbound on Maple
from LaSalle.

The third victim sought help from
staff members at a retailer on the
900 block of W. North Ave. after an
offender jumped her and took her
belongings around 2:30 p.m. Again,
no offender information is avail-
able.

Teenager pulls gun
on Walgreens employee

A 15-year-old boy pulled a hand-
gun and threatened staff members
of a Walgreens who tried to stop
him from shoplifting in Lincoln Park
Saturday afternoon, according to
Chicago police. Charges are pend-
ing.

Police said the teen and a 17-
year-old male companion entered
the store at 2500 N. Clark around
2:25 p.m. and then tried to walk out
of the store with unspecified mer-
chandise.

Two men who work for the store,
ages 22 and 25, confronted the
teens but backed away when the
15-year-old threatened them with a
handgun.

The two juveniles fled to a north-
bound #36 Broadway bus and left
the area, according to witnesses.

Officers stopped the bus near
Broadway and Wellington a few
minutes later. Cops removed both
teens from the bus and recovered
a handgun from the 15-year-old,
according to a CPD. Witnesses and
the victims identified the boys for
police, the spokesperson said.

The older teen was later released
without being charged. The 15-
year-old remains in custody as pros-
ecutors consider charges.

Robberies on Near North Side,
downtown

Citizens of the Near North Side
are being warned by police of rob-
bery related incidents during the
month of October. In each incident,
the victim is approached by one to
three offenders who take an iPhone
from the victim using force.

In several of the incidents, the of-
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Where are the North Side’s
adult-use cannabis
social equity zones?

Most know that recreational
cannabis will be legal for adult
use in Illinois starting on Jan.
1, 2020. The State of Illinois is
now making an effort to help
those communities they feel have
been historically impacted by the
criminalization of cannabis, by
designating certain areas as op-
portunity zones, and giving them
favorable treatment to participate
in the legal cannabis industry.

But where exactly in the com-
munity are those zones located
that will gain the state’s favor go-
ing forward?

On Chicago’s North Side those
areas include large swaths of the
former Cabrini Green complex,
Uptown, Edgewater and Rogers
Park.

On the Near North Side that
area includes property east of N.
Larrabee between Chicago and
North avenues, reaching as far
east - in parts - as Wells St.

In Uptown that area is east of
Clark St. from Irving Park to Fos-
ter Ave. (And the honored dead
will be stunned to find out that
for some reason it includes all of
Graceland Cemetery.) From Law-
rence south to Montrose, the zone
runs all the way to Lincoln Park.
From Lawrence north to Foster
it’s bounded by Broadway and
Sheridan.

The zone in Edgewater runs
from Peterson Ave. north to Pratt
Blvd., and from Western Ave. east
to N. Clark St. North of Devon
Ave. that zone extends east to
Greenview.

Rogers Park boast two zones,
one that is bounded generally
by Farwell and Touhy south and
north, and from Sheridan Rd.
west to the Red Line tracks. The
second zone has two segments:
one bounded by Touhy Ave.
to the south, Howard St. to the
north, Ridge Ave. on the west and
Ashland to the east. The second
is bounded by Howard St. and
Juneway Terrace south and north,
and from the Red Line tracks east
to the lakefront.

In order to address the impact
on those communities, the Act
establishes a program for Social
Equity Applicants who meet the
following criteria:

e Has at least 51% ownership
and control by one or more indi-
viduals who have lived in a Dis-
proportionately Impacted Area in
5 of the past 10 years.

e Have been arrested for, con-
victed of, or adjudicated delin-
quent for cannabis-related of-
fenses eligible for expungement,
including cannabis possession up
to 500 grams or intent to deliver
up to 30 grams.

* Have a parent, child, or spouse
that has been arrested for, convict-
ed of, or adjudicated delinquent
for cannabis-related offenses eli-
gible for expungement, including
possession up to 500 grams or in-
tent to deliver up to 30 grams.

e Has more than 10 full-time
employees, and more than half of
those employees currently reside
in a Disproportionately Impacted
Area.

¢ Have been arrested for, con-
victed of, or adjudicated delin-
quent for cannabis-related offens-
es eligible for

* Have a parent, child, or spouse
that has been arrested for, convict-
ed of, or adjudicated delinquent
for cannabis-related offenses eli-
gible for expungement, including
possession up to 500 grams or in-
tent to deliver up to 30 grams.

Social equity applicants can
receive technical assistance and
support provided through the Illi-
nois Dept. of Commerce and Eco-
nomic Opportunity. Applicants
will receive consideration on ev-
erything from creating a business
plan to applying for a license at a
range of locations throughout the
state. The state says that infor-
mation will be released soon on
where to find technical assistance
to prepare an application and start
and operate a pot business.

Letter to the Editor

CBD, Vaping and Tobacco Legislation

The recent national attention to
vaping related illness has made
many of us in the State reflect on
the laws we have here to protect
youth and regulate vaping prod-
ucts as a whole.

In addition to the alarming
stories of illnesses among teens
and adults primarily linked to un-
regulated street market CBD and
THC vapes, teens have also been
reportedly purchasing CBD prod-
ucts because Illinois law does
not address age requirements for
CBD only products whereas our
tobacco or cannabis laws specifi-
cally address minors’ access to
the products.

Additionally, the majority of
the illnesses related to vaping re-
ported have been associated with
unregulated street market vapes
without the controls over produc-
tion or testing in the regulated
marketplace. That is why HB
3906, led by my colleague Bob
Morgan, will prohibit the sale or
distribution of a CBD product un-
less the CBD product has labeling
and has undergone lab testing that
meet labeling and testing require-
ments set by the Dept. of Agricul-
ture.

I’ve been hearing from a lot of
constituents both for and against
HB3883 to prohibit flavored to-
bacco. There are many who feel
strongly about the importance of
limiting youth access to smoking
and specifically are concerned
about flavors intended to appeal
to youth while at the same time

I’'m hearing from others about the
relative benefits of flavored smok-
ing cessation items.

There is a hearing on this
on Monday of next week and I
intend to ask some of the thought-
ful questions I've heard from
constituents and weigh the lan-
guage of the bill carefully. I have
always voted for measures aimed
at reducing access to tobacco

products by youth, as well as clean
air initiatives, so I'm hopeful that
this bill can meet the concerns
of all and move swiftly through
the process to passage of a policy
that can responsibly address the
concerns.

Rep. Kelly Cassidy [14th]
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We can clean
and sanitize UGG’
boots and other
brandname
sheepskin fashion
footwear

773-348-5510 » 3000 N. Broadway
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Man robbed in Boystown,

but local muggings at 19-year low

BY CWBCHICAGO.COM

Police in the Lakeview-based
19th District recirculated a rob-
bery alert Oct. 23 following a
hold-up on the Boystown bar strip
earlier in the day.

Despite that victim’s bad for-
tune, robberies in the Wrigleyville
and Boystown neighborhoods are
on pace to end 2019 at their lowest
level in nearly 20 years.

Not bad for a part of town that,
just five years ago recorded more
robberies than any other beat in
Chicago.

Around 4:30 a.m., a man told
police that two offenders implied
they had a handgun and robbed
him on the 3500 block of N. Hal-
sted St. The victim gave the men
his valuables and the robbers ran
from the area, he said. A clerk
working at a nearby gas station
called 911 for the victim.

Police at the scene said the rob-
bers were two black men in their
mid-20’s. One of the men wore a
red sweater, and the other wore
a brown or orange sweater. They
were last seen running south-
bound in the west alley of Halsted
St.

Around 10:30 a.m. Oct. 23, the
19th District sent out acommunity
alert issued on Sept. 12 in which
detectives warned of a robbery
pattern that involved a group of
up to three men who were strik-
ing in Wrigleyville. However, the
note did not explicitly say police
believed Wednesday’s hold-up is
related to the earlier pattern.

The pattern identified last
month included robberies on the
1100 block of W. Waveland, the
1100 block of W. Addison, and
the 3500 block of N. Clark.

Still, robberies are affecting far
fewer people in the Wrigleyville
and Boystown area than any time

since at least 2001.

Police recorded 93 robberies in
the neighborhoods through Sept.
30,2019. That’s one incident more
than during the same period last
year, which was the area’s best
performance in 18 years.

And robberies this month are
pacing well behind nearly all pre-
vious Octobers on record.

All things considered, Wrig-
leyville and Boystown appear to
be on track to record their lowest
robbery count since before 2001,
the first year for which records
are publicly available.

“The 19th District has seen a
reduction in robberies due to the
preventative patrol and immedi-
ate response to emergency calls
for service by our officers,” said
Cmdr. Chris Papaioannou, who
has led the district since May.

“We have also utilized our
Strategic Decision Support Cen-
ter (SDSC) to quickly identify
and track offenders in real-time,
improving our initial response to
emergencies,” he said.

Officers assigned to the SDSC
monitor the district’s POD camer-
as and other intelligence streams,
then communicate key informa-

MUGGINGS see p. 14

EXDPRESS
CAR WASH

Automatic Car Wash

FREEVACUUMING
3218 W. Irving
2111 W. Fullerton
4550 W. Addison
4820 W. Lawrence

NOVEMBER *"SPECIALS

510 MILLER/COORS PITCHERS
S4 STELLA DRAFTS

55 BURGERS

1/2 PRICE BOTTLES OF WINE

53 MILLER/COORS DRAFTS
54 WELL DRINKS
54 SELECT DRAFTS

54 TEQUILA SHOTS & WELL DRINKS
54 FIREBALL SHOTS
S5 PINMACLE BOMBS

E

512 MILLER/COORS PITCHERS
%4 SELECT CRAFT DRAFTS
55 CROWN ROYAL & CAPTAIN MORGAMN DRINKS

54 DOMESTIC BOTTLES & WHITE CLAW

56 TITO'S DRINKS, BLOODMES, SCREWDRIVERS,
SALTY DAWGS & MIMOSAS

54 DOMESTIC BOTTLES

58 TITO'S DRINES, BLOODIES, SCREWDRIVERS,
SALTY DAWGS & MIMOSAS

—

HAPPY HOUR -

4PM-7PM MON, TUES, THUS
1/2 PRICE DRINKS,

DRAFTS & MENU ITEMS

CADES

BAR Er GRILL

siwssinrion B D
950 W. ARMITAGE
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Jeffrey Banks

Retired Judge Sheila Murphy given Justice

John Paul Stevens Award.

HAUTE D26

with their pooch.

Irene Michaels and Arny Granat

OUT OF STEP fromp. 2

All of these are signs to me of a
disintegrating sense of American
self-understanding. I regret the
loss of a convenient local eatery.
But I decry the loss of founda-
tional American self-awareness
and truths upon which the dream
of a Republic was built. Out of
step, apparently, with 21st century
self-absorption. And the selfish
cultural impact of 2Ist century
goals. Maybe the lease is up for
everyone.

STEVENS AWARD: Retired
Judge Sheila Murphy recently
received the Justice John Paul
Stevens Award from the Chicago
Bar Assoc. and the Chicago Bar
Foundation. A noted jurist and
champion of civil liberties, Judge
Murphy has been a judicial role
model to the bench because she is
first a great defender of the free-
doms of others. Her influence and
friendship on me personally goes
back 40 years. Bravo, Judge Mur-
phy.

TIDBIT: Judge won’t toss
Chicago’s lawsuit against Jussie
Smollett.

THE VERSACE WAY: The
ladies of The Service Club of
Chicago were treated to an af-
ternoon of all things Versace.
Starting with a special luncheon
at Le Colonial, complete with
Versace place settings, a private
fashion show, champagne toast
and DJ. That’s one fabulous way
to shop for a cause!

BROWN PAPERED WIN-
DOWS: Are you keeping track
of whose drawers the Feds are
raiding? The latest round appears
to have hit a political consulting
business head on. Can’t be good

for other clients. They are digging
deep and coming up with tasty
tidbits.

SUPER SLEUTH: Sean Es-
haghy reports that the last town-
house on Maple St. between State
and Dearborn has been pulled
down. Sadly, it was once the home
of Astor St. girl Hazel Martyn
(1880-1935) during the 1880s. Her
poppa, Edward Jenner Martyn,
once ran the Armour Meat Pack-
ing Empire. She later married Sir
John Lavery, the famed Irish
portrait artist. As Lady Lavery,
she is reported to have had a love
affair with young General Mi-
chael Collins, head of the Irish
Free State. Lavery designed the
Irish paper currency featuring
her as the mythic Kathleen ni
Houlihan from 1925 to 1975. A
tip of the hat for an American, a
Chicago socialite who did great
things for Ireland.

PRIMA BALLERINA: Ali-
cia Ernestina de la Caridad del
Cobre Martinez del Hoyo; Dec.
21, 1920- Oct. 17 2019, was a Cu-
ban prima ballerina assoluta and
choreographer whose company
became the Balet Nacional de
Cuba in 1955. Best known for her
portrayals of Giselle and the bal-
let version of Carme.

THE STARS CAME OUT:
Haute Dog presented by Canine
Companions for Independence
is in its 8th year. Haute Dog LA
went Hollywood at the Skirball
Cultural Center in Los Angeles
on Oct. 20, with many pals of
Chicago’s Bobbi Panter flying
out to be with the heart and soul
behind Haute Dog. Her love for
the canine caregivers is magic.
Her wonderful husband, Matt
Arnoux by her side. True friends

a.centuryi

. Readers are leaders.
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made all the difference: Sherrill
Bodine, Irene Michaels, Rhon-
da Sanderson, April Schwartz,
Sheree Schimmer Valukas,
Sherry Lea Fox, Heather Jane
Johnston, Mary Lasky, Sally Jo
Morris, Irene Michaels, Sherry
Abrahams and Tina Weller.

LOTTA MOOLA: At $110.5
Million, Jean Michel Basquiat
painting becomes priciest work
ever sold by a U.S. artist.

BREAK SOME EGGS: Paul
Borg is with Marc Joseph Siev-
ers at Marchesa Chicago. Con-
gratulations, Marc, on the launch
of your fabulous new cookbook.
Best omelette ever!

FOUR WAYS ALWAYS:
Sherry Lea Fox with Sally Jo
Morris, Mary Lasky and April
Schwartz at Tony Duquette Stu-
dios in LA.

GET OUT THE VOTE: Dan
Balanoff spent the morning col-
lecting signatures in the 27th
Ward at Marshall Field Apart-
ments with Dionne, one of his
rockstar volunteers. Important
that people in all parts of the dis-
trict feel represented to achieve
our goal of equal justice for all.
www.judgeb2020.com.

TIDBIT: The world’s largest
Starbucks is opening in Chicago
this Fall. As they serve the world’s
most popular diuretic, we assume
they’ll also have the world’s larg-
est Starbucks bathrooms too.

NEW BOOK: Entertaining
Chicago by Neal Samors and co-
author, Bob Dauber, the story of
Chicago’s fabled nightclubs and
watering holes, out this week at
Amazon, Barnes and Noble and
local Chicago area bookstores.

SMART LADY: Congrats to
Julie Weyforth Quattlebaum
who received her Doctorate in
Clinical Psychology from Adler
Univ. with piles of Palm Beach
folk here this past weekend.

SMART SERVICE: A big
welcome to young John Hanley,
a smart efficient pro, now a server
at Gibson’s Steakhouse.

SMART WIN: Lois Dal Santo
Harring and husband, Michael,
in the stands in Champaign-Ur-
bana for U of I's stunning victory
over #6 Wisconsin.

SMART READ: On National
Book Day, for those who show a
book instead of ticket, Dutch book
lovers got free rail travel across
their country’s entire network for
the weekend as part of the Neth-
erlands’ annual book week cel-
ebrations. Every year since 1932
the Netherlands has encouraged
reading with “Boekenweek”™— a
celebration of literature marked
with literary festivals and book
signings across the country.

WHO’S WHERE? Sherrill
Bodine spotted looking beauti-
ful amid the sunshine and Chanel
in LA... Erin Eileen and hubby,
Dr. Adam Manatee Del Conte
in Italy, Castellina in Chianti,
Vico dal Gargano a tiny ancient
town where Dr. Adam’s family
originated-- “a tumor just above
the achilles tendon of the boot,”
as Adam describes the location.
They stayed at a great airbnb,
and met family, friends and many
cats... Michael Fustin and Paul
Hickey at Beer and Ale — attend-
ing Cider and Ale Festival with
Madison Hickey and Elizabeth
at the Morton Arboretum... Vic-
toria Dal Santo and John Dom-
browski back from Portugal and
Morocco visiting daughter, Chris-
tina, at Wisconsin and checking
in to State St. Brats... Rosemary
Holland at Apartmentos Alvaflor
in Portugal waiting for the airport
bus after a lovely sunny week...
Galway Arms’ Deirdre Canty in
Ireland watching Ireland vs New
Zealand .. c’mon you boys in
green... couturier Lauren Lein is
celebrating friendship with Sher-
rill Bodine and Thomas P. Ca-
vanaugh at Marchesa Chicago,
happy birthday, John Bodine...
Dan and Laurie Baker Lawlor
on the Lake Geneva shore path...
Dan Scheffey, Emma Snowdon-
Jones and (Mr. Manners) Tom
Farley at the National Arts Club
listening to Jeffrey Banks talk
Tartan... writer Lucia Adams in
Springfield at the home of Abra-
ham Lincoln... The Samurai
Brothers have had many adven-
tures, none more important than
their literary pursuits... Brian
White and Peggy Snorpf deco-
rate any room they inhabit, none
more elegantly than the WAC...
Jim and Anne McNulty with
their five daughters who live in
five different time zones, back
together for a McNulty cousin’s
wedding, Maureen, Therese,
Patricia, Annie and Peggy, all
so elegant and chic... B.J. Mur-
ray and his army of Chicago
pals cheering on his “swelligant”
birthday bash at Marchesa...
gentlemen lawyers Thomas and
Eddie Murphy, bros laughing
on Lasalle St., the nostalgia of el-
egant educations and South Shore
memories.

AUTUMNAL AROMA:
Game pie was a creation yester-
day... not just any game pie but
the fantastic pie created at Chats-
worth by Debo Devonshire (the
late Dowager Duchess)... Des-
mond Guinness’ beloved auntie
Deborah’s recipe, rich with many
mushrooms and pearl onions and
peas and leftover roasted pheas-

ant and partridge.

FUNNYMAN: Chicago actor/
comedian John T. O’Brien still
celebrating his great achieve-
ment of receiving the “Catalyst”
award for his work in “Dad Man
Walking,” remarkable saga of his
reflective parenting skills. Quite
the achievement for a St. Ignatius
College Prep lad. We are all very
proud of John.

DESPERATE MEASURES:
The Brooklyn Museum is selling
a Francis Bacon painting, enti-
tled “The Pope,” out of its collec-
tion, to be auctioned at Sotheby’s
contemporary art evening sale on
Nov. 14 in New York. The work is
expected to bring in between $6
million and $8 million.

YOUNG FEMINISTS: Re-
serve your free ticket for the 4th
annual Cause the Effect Chicago
Young Feminist Conference. Sat.
Nov. 9; 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., ages
14-21. Motorola Mobility, 222
W. Merchandise Mart Plaza. You
must register on line in advance.

ON WORTH AVENUE:
Longtime partners, Roscoe Vil-
lage’s “The Toms,” Tom Hack-
ett and Tom McGuire, were ju-
bilantly wed in Palm Beach last
weekend in a gathering of friends
and family that equalled the
sweet surroundings of the Colony
Hotel. Many days of happy cele-
bration among the guests with the
lads who are deeply cherished by
so many. Palm Beach was filled
with Chicago folk like Leslie
Hindman’s Jim Sharp, Sarah
Touhy, Mon Ami Gabi’s John-
ny Mahady and hubby, David
Izaguirre, Matthew Mika, Pat-
rick Falso, Dave Camp, Markus
Richter, Brad McLaughlin, Bill
Bacarella and legions more.
Sharp’s hubby, Michael Moore,
did the honors. The wedding cake
was supreme.

DOUBLY INDICTED: What
well-known spouse was caught
with her boy toy shopping for a
yoga mat in Wicker Park, far from
the neighborhood she shares with
her beleaguered husband?

WOMEN CENTERED
THEATER: Rivendell Theatre
Ensemble, Chicago’s only Equity
theatre dedicated to producing
new work with women at the core,
presents the world premiere of
Laura and the Sea by Kate Tark-
er, directed by Devon de Mayo.
Laura and the Sea, an unhappy
comedy, runs now through Dec.
8, at Rivendell Theatre Ensemble,
5779 N. Ridge Ave.

Any fool can make something
complicated. It takes a genius to
make it simple.

— Woody Guthrie
tog515@gmail.com
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this year in the Great Lakes water
levels.

At a town hall meeting Oct. 21
at Loyola University’s Lake Shore
Campus hosted by aldermen Har-
ry Osterman [48th] and Maria
Hadden [49th], residents learned
that the city is now relying pri-
marily on those recently installed
concrete barriers to manage what
they warn will be an especially
bad winter for Lakefront flooding
and erosion.

Besides the two aldermen,
other panelists included Michelle
Kozak, of the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers Chicago District,
who is responsible for water re-
sources development, including
flood risk management and storm
damage reduction; Sarah White,
the lakefront planning coordina-
tor for the Chicago Park District
[CPD]; Julia McCarthy, a Federal
Emergency Management Agency
representative, and Vasil Jursek, a
representative from the Chicago
Dept. of Transportation.

While much of the meeting fo-
cused on short-term flood mitiga-
tion and disaster preparedness as
it relates to the North Side, most
people are aware that these high
water levels are affecting the en-
tire lakefront, and indeed the en-
tire Great Lakes region. So don’t
despair, most all of our Midwest-
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Winter winds will surely whip up dangerous wave heights and could create

ice build ups along the Lakefront Trail.

Photo courtesy of Barb Schooley

ern neighbors are also in this
same rising boat.

The issue for Chicago and the
North Side is that protecting the
beaches, parks, bike paths and N.
Lake Shore Dr. itself may require
large-scale  solutions. Rogers
Park’s Juneway Beach is just one
beach that has just disappeared
due to increasing lake levels, leav-
ing crumbling retaining walls and
a small, sandy patch where once
there was a spacious beach.

And the timing seems right, as
the city, state and Federal govern-
ment are all right in the middle of
reimagining Chicago’s N. Lake
Shore Dr. and the North Lake-
front. But as usual, city and state
officials who are already suffering
under a severe financial crunch
may have a hard time finding the
additional funds to do such broad

and expansive infrastructure re-
pairs and improvements. For sure
federal assistance will be needed
to enact longer-term solutions
like constructing eight additional
revetments, which would cost an
estimated $500 million or more.
As Winter’s winds will surely
whip up dangerous wave heights
and create ice build ups along the
lakefront, state and local officials
will be searching madly for the
‘extra’ cash needed to combat
Mother Nature’s ill will. Mean-
while, the CPD will continue
their ongoing assessment of Chi-
cago’s shoreline, an effort begun
this Summer with drones zipping
north and south photographing
the entire Chicago lakefront to
help evaluate their present state.
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and along the lakefront at 49th,
50th and 75th Streets.

Due to their waterfront loca-
tion, the strip of high-rises along
the lakefront north of Hollywood
Beach also may be at high risk.
The Lakefront Trail too seems
destined to be closed for long
stretches this winter if giant ice
sheets and ice dams form along
those segments adjacent to the
water, leaving those who bike to
work fighting traffic along resi-
dential and commercial streets.

The experts at the forum said
that the city has sandbags ready
and it has received water pumps
from the Dept. of Homeland Se-
curity, which they hope will pro-
tect some of the city’s most im-
portant infrastructure.

There does not seem to be a
consensus on which department is
responsible for funding the lake-
front protection project - with the
federal government [FEMA], the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
and the Chicago Park District all
mentioned. But experts agreed
Chicago will need to seek state
funding in the short-term, while
federal dollars may be needed for
the long-term.

The Great Lakes are at a high
point in what is believed to be a
30-year cycle of rising and lower-
ing lake levels.

Condo owners at the packed
meeting held at Loyola Univ.
in Rogers Park asked if the city
would be partially responsible
for increased erosion, but govern-
ment officials said no - shoreline
on private property is not under
government jurisdiction.

One woman told the audience
her building was hit on Monday
with 30’ sprays from the lakefront
that felt like an earthquake. “We
aren’t even in November yet and
things are already bad. What are
we going to do?,” she told Block
Club Chicago.

Ald. Maria Hadden [49th] said
there is no solid plan yet.

“I think (this winter is) what ev-
eryone is afraid of,” Hadden said.
“That’s what I'm afraid of.”

People at the forum said the city
should plant more natural grasses
to prevent erosion, or else there
will be few beaches left.

While this could make for a
better Lake Shore Dr. and lake-
front in the future, it is perhaps
too late in the season to plant any
new organic matter and expect it
to take root by winter.

But in a city, county and state
already suffering under severe
financial crisis, lakefront resi-
dents and tax payers should ex-
pect things to get very costly very
quickly, hinted the officials at the
forum.
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The alderman pointed out new business-
es on Broadway that include North Shore
Health and Aroma restaurant’s new loca-
tion. Many other businesses have opened in
the ward, particularly on Berwyn, Argyle,
Clark and Sheridan.

A new development under construction
is The Arcade apartment complex at 1135
W. Sheridan (at Broadway). Four other de-
velopments are in the works: a 105-unit
at 6145 N. Broadway, 59 units at 5950 N.
Sheridan, eight units at St. Ita Convent and
50 units at 5356 N. Sheridan.

Education/senior Initiatives

“Our public and private schools are do-
ing great,” said Osterman. He noted Senn
High School’s $13 million project that in-
cludes renovated hallways, classrooms and

gyms.

City Council updates include a Senior
Housing Relocation ordinance and Bill of
Rights. The ordinance requires developers
to submit a public relocation plan to the
Dept. of Housing as they prepare to reno-
vate or rehabilitate senior affordable hous-
ing buildings.

The 48th Ward’s Edgewater Senior Sat-
ellite inside the Broadway Armory and
Edgewater Village Chicago continue to ex-
pand their programs for older adults. Both
organizations are an asset not only to ward
residents, but to others who are attracted
to the community to participate in activi-
ties and programs and support local busi-
nesses.

Public safety, youth initiatives

As quality of life crimes continue to
plague the North Side, Ald. Osterman says
“Safety continues to be my number-one

priority.” He cited a decrease in crime in
the Thorndale and Bryn Mawr areas and
spoke about new police leadership in the
20th and 24th districts. “Working together
in partnership with neighbors, business
owners, block clubs and the police, we
have vastly reduced crime in our neighbor-
hood.”

He also praised ward youth initiatives
with the teen hub at the Broadway Armory,
the Friday Basketball League at Margate
Park and Helix Café at 6237 N. Clark St.,
which provides student job readiness and
jobs for those who are 16 to 24 years old.
“The more we can do for young people, the
better,” he said.

Improved infrastructure

“Smart Lighting” is planned for the
ward and $500,000 is earmarked from a
state capital bill to resurface Sheridan Rd.

<

in 2020.

Some ward improvements include resur-
facing eight streets and installing 14 alley
aprons, painted light poles on six blocks,
three sidewalk bump outs and three police
surveillance cameras and planted 65 new
trees.
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corporations to pay their fair share,” Ald.
Vasquez wrote. “This can take the form of
the corporate head tax, Payment in Lieu of
Taxes, a commercial lease and luxury tax,
and other methods.”

Vasquez and the other North Side al-
dermen who attended the budget town
hall meeting stated on their social media
pages that they will be hosting budget ward
nights in the upcoming weeks.

SHERLOCK'S LAST CASE
BY CHARLES MAROWITYZ
DIRECTED BY JANICE L. BLIXT
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