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North Side preservationists got 
some positive news related to 
1436 W. Berwyn, a historic build-
ing in the Andersonville com-
munity built in  1908 by two lo-
cal Swedish immigrant brothers, 
Christ and John Christiansen. Last 
week the building was put under 
contract to be sold to a family that 
has plans to restore the property as 
a single family house, preserving 
this 110 year-old building. 

A developer had previously 
bought this building that sits on an 
extra large 50’ x 125’ lot with plans 
to tear it down and build a six-unit 
condo building. Some nearby 
neighbors hearing of the poten-
tial loss of the two-flat greyestone 
came out in opposition to this and 
fought to save the building.

“This would not have happened 
without the efforts of neighbors 
who fought to ensure the building 

Andersonville greystone saved
would not come down,” said Ald. 
Harry Osterman [48th], in whose 
ward the home rests. He thanked 
the East Andersonville Residents 

Council members and neighbors 
on Berwyn Ave. “who were very 
vocal on this issue. Thank you 
also to neighbor and realtor Mau-
reen Murnane who worked to find 
a new buyer for the property who 
would keep the building more in 
line with the community’s de-
sires.”
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BY FELICIA DECHTER 

Once upon a time there was 
a thriving Morse Ave. business 
district in the heart of East Rog-
ers Park. There was a Jewel for 
grocery shopping, along with 
a world-class deli, Ashkenaz, 
whose customers came from 
miles around to nosh on a blintz or 
a bowl of matzo bowl soup. One 
could pretty much get anything 
they needed at Charles Variety, 
from light bulbs to a knit cap for a 
blustery winter day. 

K-Mars Restaurant had the 
best zucchini parmesan you’d 
ever want to taste and Poolgogi 
was the go to place for just that 
-- dynamite pool gogi meat and 
delectable Asian food. Leonard’s 
Juvenile shop sold adorable chil-
dren’s clothing, and a cobbler and 
his father -- also a cobbler -- were 
open for years and years, fixing 
the shoes that walked 
the busy commercial 
street. 

Yes, it was all once 
upon a time ago, but I 
remember it well. I also 
remember the owner 
of K-Mars telling me 
over 25 years ago that 
she was closing her res-
taurant because gang-
bangers had threatened to burn 
the place down if she complained 
about them. 

It was the beginning of the end 
of safety on Morse Ave. for many 
years to come. 

***
On Oct. 13 -- Friday the 13th 

actually -- Cynthia Trevillion, 64, 
was walking north on Glenwood 
Ave. to the Morse L with her hus-
band, John, heading out to Friday 
night supper. A black or dark-col-

It’s NOT a beautiful day 
in the neighborhood lately

‘Where’s the outrage?’

ored SUV drove by and someone 
in the vehicle started shooting. 
One stray bullet whizzed quite a 
way south down Glenwood, and 
hit Cynthia -- a middle school 
math teacher at the neighbor-
hood’s Waldorf School -- in the 

head. She became the 
unintended fatality of a 
drive-by, which unfor-
tunately are becoming 
all too familiar in my 
community lately.

Cynthia represented 
everyman in this neigh-
borhood, and she also 
represented its good. 
Whether white, black, 

male, female, young or old, it 
could have been any one of us liv-
ing here walking down Glenwood 
that day.

I was out of town when Cyn-
thia was killed, but the following 
information was provided to me 
by a decades-long Morse Ave. 
resident who attends all the CAPS 
meetings for Beat 2431, which is 
where the homicide took place. 
The resident asked that their name 
not be used, therefore, we’ll call 

them “Mr. Smith.” 
Mr. Smith said the shooting 

was a retaliatory action between 
two gangs, one being the Insane 
Cutthroat Gangsters (ICG) fac-
tion of the Gangster Disciples, 
the dominant gang in Rogers 
Park. The ICGs are also known 
as “Pooh Bear,” and they hang 
around Morse and Glenwood. The 
rival gang, Loyalty Over Cash, or 
LOC, usually hangs around the in-
tersection of Howard and Paulina 
streets, Mr. Smith said.

That day, the 13th, ICG mem-
bers gathered in unusually large 
numbers in and around the 
Dunkin’ Donuts at Morse and 
Glenwood, and also on the south 
side of Morse a little further west, 
across from the Morse Fresh Mar-
ket. It was noted by a number of 
people that there were large, un-
usual numbers, with some gang 
members also on the southwest 
corner of Morse and Glenwood 
by the former Morse L pharmacy 
site.

The high level of activity was 

NEIGHBORHOOD see p. 3

Cynthia Trevillion

A solemn Joe Moore and police on Morse Ave. on Oct. 16.
Photo courtesy John Lamping

STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY PETER VON BUOL

For more than five years (2010-
2016), a 19th century mansion 
at 4506 N. Sheridan Rd. was the 
location of Neon Street Dorms, a 
unique facility that had provided 
transitional housing shelter and 
human services for Chicago’s 
homeless teens and 
young adults. The fa-
cility quietly closed in 
the summer of 2016 
and nobody really no-
ticed. Except perhaps 
the small population of 
homeless youths they 
were serving.

Numerous times 
over the last month this 
newspaper asked of-
ficials affiliated with 
the dorms -- as well as 
local, state and federal 
public officials -- what 
happened to the chil-
dren that were being 
served at Neon Street 
and never got any solid 
answers. It’s as if the 
youths just fell off the social ser-
vice radar screen, and were once 
again abandoned.

Last year, officials at Heartland 
Alliance, the non-profit social ser-
vices organization which operated 
Neon Street Dorms, implied the 
state of Illinois’ budget crisis were 
among the primary reasons the fa-
cility had closed.

About two months ago, the shel-
ter property was acquired by a pri-
vate developer. The current owner 
of the property, 4506 N. Sheridan 
LLC, purchased the property on 
Aug. 17 for $600,000 from Heart-
land Human Care Services, which 
was about $200,000 less than 
Heartland had purchased it for. 

Neon Street Dorms closed 
and nobody knows why

Attempts by Heartland to blame state budget rebuked

Officials from the State of Il-
linois disputed that account and 
have told this newspaper that 
the facility should not have been 
closed due to a lack of state fund-
ing. They added most of the facil-
ity’s funding actually comes from 
the federal government. 

According to information post-
ed on the web-site of the Dept. of 

Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD), between 2013 and 2016, 
Neon Street Dorms each year had 
received more than $250,000 in 
grants. Neon Street also received 
outside private donations. So for 
a relatively small facility with 
just 10 bedrooms and 10 beds, a 
budget that would have allocated 
more than $100,000 per resident 
over the last four years prior to its 
closing would have seemed suf-
ficient.

For more than a month, numer-
ous attempts were made by Inside 
Publications to contact officials 
at Heartland Alliance. This story 
was delayed for two weeks wait-
ing for a Heartland response that 
never came. At press-time, there 
still had been no response.

Prior to its shutdown, residents 
from the Neon Street Dorms could 
often be found at political rallies 
and protests that had called for an 
increase in state-funding for such 
facilities and more than a few area 
politicians had used Neon Street 
as a backdrop for their public 
campaigns calling attention to this 
marginalized community.

On its website, Heartland pro-
vides a description of what poten-
tial residents could expect at Neon 
Street Dorms. Unfortunately, if a 
homeless teen logs onto the Heart-
land website for help today, the 
website presents a false impres-
sion. As of Monday night, there 
was still no mention made any-

DORMS see p. 16

BY CWBCHICAGO.COM

A one-time bartender in Wrig-
leyville and Boystown nightspots 
who went to prison for arson is 
back in jail, accused of imperson-
ating the police during an assault 
near the 19th District Police Sta-
tion at 5 a.m. Sunday morning.

A police spokesman said Daniel 
Grunauer, 34, approached a 21-
year-old man in the 3600 block of 
N. Fremont and “told the victim 
he was under arrest. The offender 
then tried to rob and sexually as-
sault the [man].”

But prosecutors have only 

Fake cop tries to sexually assault and rob 
man near police station; suspect in custody

charged Grunauer with battery 
and felony impersonation of a po-
lice officer.

An off-duty officer saw the in-
cident unfold and interrupted the 
crime, police said. Grunauer was 
arrested nearby minutes later with 
the assistance of on-duty officers. 
He is being held without bail.

In 2014, Grunauer was sen-
tenced to five years in prison for 
burglary and a concurrent three 
years for arson in connection with 
an intentionally-set fire in an Up-
town apartment development. He 
was paroled on June 30.

At the time, Grunauer was con-

sidered the prime suspect in a 
series of alley fires that plagued 

L a k e v i e w, 
Wrigleyville 
and Boys-
town during 
the sum-
mer of 2014. 
Many of the 
fires took 
place after 
bar closing 
time near 

Grunauer’s then-workplace: Fies-
ta Cantina at Clark and Roscoe.

Grunauer was also mentioned 
as the main attraction in the next-

to-last tweet from Oak Park gay 
bar Velvet Rope before it burned 
down in an arson fire in June 2012.

Velvet Rope owner Frank Elliott 
pleaded guilty to having the bar 
set ablaze in an insurance scam 
and received probation. Elliot also 
briefly operated Bonsai Bar on 
Boystown’s Halsted St. bar strip. 
Grunauer often picked up hours at 
Bonsai, a source said in 2014.

Grunauer was never charged 
with the Oak Park fire or the lo-
cal alley blazes. Notably, the alley 
fires ceased after he was arrested 
on the Uptown burglary and arson 
charges.

Daniel Grunauer

This boarded-up 19th century mansion at 4506 
N. Sheridan Rd. once house the Neon Street 
Dorm.

Neon Street Dorms closed and nobody knows why
Attempts by Heartland to blame state budget rebuked

Story and photos  
by Peter von Buol

For more than five years (2010-
2016), a 19th century mansion 
at 4506 N. Sheridan Rd. was the 
location of Neon Street Dorms, a 
unique facility that had provided 
transitional housing shelter and 
human services for Chicago’s 
homeless teens and young adults. 
The facility quietly closed in the 
summer of 2016 and nobody re-
ally noticed. Except perhaps the 
small population of homeless 
youths they were serving.

Numerous times over the last 

month this newspaper asked of-
ficials affiliated with the dorms -- 
as well as local, state and federal 
public officials -- what happened 
to the children that were being 
served at Neon Street and never 
got any solid answers. It’s as if the 
youths just fell off the social ser-
vice radar screen, and were once 
again abandoned.

Last year, officials at Heartland 
Alliance, the non-profit social ser-
vices organization which operated 
Neon Street Dorms, implied the 
state of Illinois’ budget crisis were 
among the primary reasons the fa-
cility had closed.

About two months ago, the shel-
ter property was acquired by a pri-

vate developer. The current owner 
of the property, 4506 N. Sheridan 
LLC, purchased the property on 
Aug. 17 for $600,000 from Heart-
land Human Care Services, which 
was about $200,000 less than 
Heartland had purchased it for. 

Officials from the State of Il-
linois disputed that account and 
have told this newspaper that 
the facility should not have been 
closed due to a lack of state fund-
ing. They added most of the facil-
ity’s funding actually comes from 
the federal government. 

According to information post-
ed on the web-site of the Dept. of 
Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD), between 2013 and 2016, 

Neon Street Dorms each year had 
received more than $250,000 in 
grants. Neon Street also received 
outside private donations. So for 
a relatively small facility with 
just 10 bedrooms and 10 beds, a 
budget that would have allocated 
more than $100,000 per resident 
over the last four years prior to its 
closing would have seemed suf-
ficient.

For more than a month, numer-
ous attempts were made by Inside 
Publications to contact officials at 
Heartland Alliance. This story was 
delayed for two weeks waiting for 
a Heartland response that never 

dorms see p. 16

1436 W. Berwyn.

“This would not  
have happened without 
the efforts of neighbors 

who fought to ensure  
the building would not 

come down,” said  
Ald. Harry Osterman.
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When Thomas Edison, the in-
ventor of the incandescent light 
bulb, the phonograph, and the mo-
tion picture camera, lie dying  in 
Llewellyn Park, NJ in Oct. 1931, 
Henry Ford, the great automotive 
inventor who had transformed 
America with his automotive as-
sembly line creation of the auto-
mobile, sat at his bedside. 

Just as Edison breathed his last 
breath, Ford is said to have cap-
tured it in a bottle. He had pa-
tiently waited to capture the great 
spark that was Edison’s as breath 
left his body. As great as he was, 
Ford knew the value of Edison’s 
life force. The spark that had 
moved him to change the world 
by his creative energy.

Do you have a great spark? 
Have you ever sought to change 
the world?

Finding your spark is vital to a 
full and creative life. And it is as 
varied as there are flavors of hu-
man beings. It could be a literary 
spark that opens the door to po-
etry or literature. Perhaps it is the 
scientific spark that throws open 
a window to vital invention; or a 
jolting zap that puts things into 
focus clarifying the way to refine 
or improve some drudgery in life. 
Maybe it is culinary in its reason 
or musical. It might be political, 
diplomatic or theatrical. But in 
any event it is a great and power-
ful push, shake, flip or free fall re-
sulting in the refocusing of vision 
or perspective. 

Finding the spark is about em-
bracing your potential. Maybe it 
requires flying on a trapeze, or 
sailing into the wind or mixing 

Finding your spark vital to a full, creative life
a cocktail with pizazz. We know 
when we find it because it fits like 
a glove. No alteration needed. It 
affirms and upholds us, secure in 
the knowledge that we have found 
a critical part of ourselves. So it 
will require some engaging effort 
to create the poem, the painting, 
the stew or the cream puffs. 

It also made 
me wonder 
about those 
Chicago sparks, 
people who 
have discovered 
their creative 
energy here in 
the capital of 
the American 
heartland. Chi-
cago has always 
been nurturing 
of its peoples’ potential. Here are 
some of the best:

For starters Rich Melman heads 
my list. Recalling his invention 
of the salad bar back in the early 
1970s at R.J. Grunts, it was a sight 
to behold. Especially the peas that 
were available to decorate your 
salad. Of course that was just the 
first of many singular Chicago 
eateries that formed the empire of 
Lettuce Entertain You. 
Many believe Melman 
jump started Chicago’s 
rapid ascent to being 
a food town. He likely 
saw it as building on a 
sturdy foundation of res-
taurant glory. But there’s 
no question he rein-
vented upscale Chicago 
dining where the food 
was as inventive as the 
surroundings. When Ba-
Ba-Ree-Bah opened 30 
years ago few Chicago-
ans had ever seen a tapas restau-
rant. No one can deny that a great 
spark guided the hand that created 
Mon Ami Gabi, Oyster Bah, RPM 
Italian and Shaw’s Crab House, to 
name just a few.

No one in Chicago demon-
strated a more glorious spark than 
Chicago Cubs manager Joe Mad-

By Thomas J. O’Gorman

don. To give the city its first Cubs 
World Series in a century was a 
combo of changing water into 
wine and walking on the water. A 
feat that spilled out far from Ad-
dison and Clark. Maddon had the 
heart of Chicagoans in his hand, 
at least those north of Madison St. 
In 2016 the Cubs took over first 

place in April 
and they never 
relinquished that 
lead. With Mad-
don the Cubs 
found their first 
100 game win 
in over 80 years. 
And in game six 
of the National 
League Cham-
pionship Se-
ries, they beat 

the Los Angeles Dodgers earning 
a pennant for the first time since 
1945. They went on to beat the 
Cleveland Indians in Game 7 of 
the World Series for a series title 
for the first time in 108 years. Out-
siders will never understand the 
affect of Maddon’s spark on the 
Cubs and on the city. The parade 
that followed brought Chicago to 
a standstill.

Rev. Willie Barrow was born in 
Burton, TX, in 1924 and was only 
12 years old when she organized 
a demonstration to get black stu-
dents the right to ride the school 
bus with whites instead of being 
forced walk to school. She later 
moved to Portland, OR, where 
she trained in ministry and was 
ordained. She married and moved 
to Chicago where she became ac-
tive in the Civil Rights Movement 
in her church. She is one of the 
founders of Operation Breadbas-
ket that later became Operation 
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Push. She had great political skills 
and helped Harold Washington 
get elected Chicago’s first black 
mayor. She supported many urban 
candidates, including Rev. Jesse 
Jackson in his run for president. 
She also has the distinction of 
being President Barack Obama’s 
Godmother. She transformed Chi-
cago by her courage and sense of 
justice. She died in 2015 at the age 
of 90. Her spark still burns bright. 

Florence Scala was a child here 
in Chicago’s Little Italy on the 
Near Westside. In the early 1960s 
when Mayor Richard J. Daley an-
nounced plans to level the old Ital-
ian neigh-
borhood for 
cons t ruc -
tion of a 
university, 
Scala went 
to war. She 
waged a 
battle that 
s t r e t c h e d 
for decades 
that many 
might say she lost. But some of 
that vibrant community still sur-
vives thanks to her. She stood up 
to political power of enormous 

strength and she whittled 
it down to size, exposing 
its hidden agendas and 
back room deals. Scala 
became a symbol for all 
Chicagoans of standing 
up to power. She died 
still living in her Tay-
lor St. home. Her spark 
was contagious and she 
demonstrated the hid-
den power everyone has 
within them.

Butch Maguire would 
be the first to admit that 

running a saloon is difficult. Es-
pecially in Chicago’s Rush St. 
neighborhood. But back in the 
early 1960s his saloon was in 
many ways just like most of those 
nearby. He did operate, however, 
with a certain Irish elegance, being 
the sophisticated child of privilege 
from the Beverly neighborhood of 
swell houses and hilly driveways. 
He also recognized the number 
of beautiful young women who 
stopped by his Division St. sa-
loon, many of whom were airline 
flight attendants, “stewardesses,” 

as they were once called. Noticing 
that often they were single, and at 
the mercy of his gentlemen cus-
tomers’ good manners, Butch set 
in motion a few rules that revo-
lutionized the saloon industry. 
He required his customers to be 
respectful of the refined ladies at 
the bar. If there was no stool free, 
a gent was expected to offer a lady 
his seat. He expected customers to 
act with dignity and dress with a 
sense of decorum. By the time he 
was finished, Butch had created a 
safe and happy space for every-
one to enjoy. A tad upscale, no 
nonsense place filled with famil-

iar faces, 
young law-
yers, mod-
els, office 
w o r k e r s 
and grad 
s t u d e n t s . 
Butch had 
i n v e n t e d 
the singles 
bar by the 
application 

of his since of dignity and deco-
rum. What is a standard part of 
American life now was created by 
necessity and invention. Ironical-
ly, Butch, himself, married a stew-
ardess, who still keeps her eyes on 
the place now run by their son.

Seizing the environment around 
you is often the surest and saf-
est path to finding your spark. 
You may not invent the radio or 
the television, but you can create 
safe neighborhoods, bully-free 
schools, happy work environ-
ments and imaginative places 
to eat and drink. Chicago needs 
these in every age. In every part 
of town. Find your spark. Use it 
for others. Bring some joy to oth-

THE BIRTH  
OF  THE MOSCOW MULE:  
In a story that is now legend, 
in 1941, Jack Morgan of Cock 
and Bull Ginger Beer was 
sitting with John G. Martin  
of Hublein and Rudolph Kunett, 
the President of Smirnoff. 
They were experimenting, 
putting their heads together 
on the invention of a new 
cocktail. Ultimately they added 
Smirnoff Vodka to Ginger Beer 
on crushed ice with a healthy 
squeeze of fresh lime. Adam Umbach

spark see p. 6

Flanagan is dead, but don’t be sad because
remembering his life is all about laughs! Flanagan’s 

Wake is a hilarious, interactive Irish funeral. Celebrate 
the life of our dear friend, Flanagan, by hoisting a 
pint and joining in on the tales of his life based on 
suggestions from you and your fellow mourners!

Sept. 23 – Nov. 9

ChicagoTheaterWorks.com | 312-391-0404

Groups: 773-327-3778 or info@grouptix.com
1113 W Belmont Ave, Chicago, IL 60657

Cubs Manager Joe Maddon

Rev. Wille Barrows, Rev. Jesse Jackson and Mayor Har-
old Washington.

Florence Scala (third from left).
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apparently reported to the second watch, 
designated street patrol officer, who was in 
his vehicle on Morse. “A number of people 

approached him 
and expressed 
concern about the 
number of gang 
members between 
Chase Bank and 
Dunkin’ Donuts,” 
said Mr. Smith. 
“The street patrol 
officer was not 
observed investi-
gating.” Whether 
the second watch 

officer did his job properly was a topic at 
the most recent CAPS meeting, Mr. Smith 
said.

Even though Morse Ave. has long been 
troubled and is not the thriving, safe com-
mercial street it once was, “It’s a helluva lot 
better than it was 10 to 20 years ago,” insists 
Mr. Smith. “Rogers Park is better in 2017 
than it has been for 10 years or more.”

I agree with Mr. Smith on that. But it took 
years of diligence to get it that way. Now, it 
almost seems as if we’re going backwards. 

For a while, there was a beefed up police 
presence on Morse, which seemed to help. 
These last couple of weeks, some days 
there’s a cop car, other days there’s not. I’m 
checking on a regular basis. 

***
The same day that Cynthia Trevillion 

was killed, Friday the 13th, in a supposedly 
unrelated incident, a 15-year-old Sullivan 
High School student was critically wounded 
by a gunshot at about 6 p.m. near Ridge and 
Touhy. The young man and his family are 
newly-arrived refugees, escaping danger in 
their own country. Welcome to Chicago... 
I’m sorry. 

Last Saturday, the waitstaff at R Public 
House on Jarvis donated their tips to the 
family of the teen, who is now home and 
very lucky to be alive. As a refugee, the 
gangs were trying to recruit him and he 
refused. Before shooting him on the 13th, 
they apparently had also beat him up a cou-
ple of times. There is a fundraising page set 
up at youcaring.com. 

I had brunch at R Public to try and at least 
donate a little to the fund. I spoke to my 
waitress, Sandra, who made a good point. 
“Where is the outrage?” she asked. 

Sandra wanted to know why had there 
been such an outpouring of anger for Cyn-
thia Trevillion but not for this young man, 
or the so many others who have been shot 
or killed in the neighborhood lately. 

			                              
***

The Monday after the shooting, Oct. 16, 
hundreds of people poured onto Morse 
Ave. for a gathering officially called Opera-
tion Wake Up. The event was led by Glen 
Brooks, a director of public engagement 
employed by the Chicago Police Dept. but 
not a cop. His role is to interact on behalf of 
CPD with community engagement after a 
traumatic event is experienced. 

Speakers were lined up, but what was 
supposed to be a peaceful, healing gather-
ing was rudely interrupted, according to 
Mr. Smith. He said a group of people were 
strategically placed among the crowd to stir 
things up. When neighborhood resident/
beat facilitator John Warner -- who is also 
the founder/coordinator of Rogers Parks’ 
Positive Loitering -- took the podium, the 
organized group shouted obscenities and ac-
cusations and the night turned into a “rude, 
hostile, verbally-violent assault.” 

“They blew up the event like suicide 
bombers,” said Mr. Smith. “They used 
words like plastic explosives. It was a 
shameful conclusion,” said Mr. Smith. “An 
evening that was supposed to be healing 
through prayer, love, outreach and dia-
logue was rudely interrupted and came to 
an abrupt end.” 

*** 
Prior to the event’s shut down, its first 

speaker had been Rev. Lindsey Joyce Long, 
a pastor at the United Church of Rogers Park MarvelUniverseLIVE.com
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Heart  
of the ‘Hood
By Felicia Dechter

at Morse and Ashland. Rev. Long agreed to 
speak as a representative of UCRP because 
the shooting happened two blocks away and 
she believes her church -- and all churches 
-- have a responsibility to be in the streets 
and to lament when violence happens in our 
neighborhoods. 

Rev. Long told me she has spent the last 
three years of her career working for peace 
in our city. 

“Like many places in this city, people in 
Rogers Park are living with the grief and 
trauma of gun violence,” said Rev. Long. 
“I think in this moment it’s easy to become 
numb to the shootings, in fact that numb-
ness is a symptom of trauma.”

“But we have to continue to speak out 
against it, even when it feels futile,” she 
said. “The only way we can continue to do 
so and to fight this fight is by supporting 
those working for peace for all people and 
those who have been impacted the most, 
namely those struggling with the life-long 
physical and emotional effects of gun vio-
lence.” 

How do we as a community heal, I asked. 
How do we recover when we continually 
are knocked down? And where do we go 
from here? 

Violence is a disease and the cure is as 
complicated as our city itself, said Rev. 
Long. 

“A good place to start is by listening to 
and providing resources for those who are 
the most impacted by violence and the 
trauma of violence,” she said. “Very often, 
those who are most impacted are the very 
same people who have been denied access 
to the resources needed for living and heal-
ing. In my faith tradition, we call this a sin, 
and one that has to be rectified if we are 
going to bring healing to our neighborhood 
and city.”

“I have reached out to some local com-
munity organizers to help me organize a 
meeting of faith leaders because, very often, 
the faith community can respond in a way 
that other organizations cannot,” said Rev. 
Long. “I hope the faith community of Rog-
ers Park might be able to come together and 
play a part in healing our neighborhood.” 

			                         
*** 

On the Facebook page Rogers Park Neigh-
borhood News, Ald. Joe Moore [49th] said 
that additional gang crime teams have been 
dispatched to both the Morse and Ridge 
and Touhy areas. He also said since late this 
summer, the neighborhood has experienced 
an uptick in gun violence. (It seems like the 
gun violence has been nonstop).

A recent meeting with Dunkin’ Donuts 
[DD] on Morse Ave. that included Ald. 
Moore and police was spearheaded by the 
Rogers Park Business Alliance (RPBA). 
The donut shop, which has had gang mem-
bers hanging out, agreed to some very spe-
cific changes, according to Kevin O’Neil, 
chief of staff for Ald. Moore. 

DD’s owners will install HD camera fac-
ing/capturing entering customers. Its own-
ers will coordinate with CPD to get cameras 
connected to the city’s Office of Emergency 
Management and Communication (OEMC). 
Staff will keep a log of all calls made to 911 
and DD’s owners will place signs making it 
clear to paying customers they are only al-
lowed to linger inside the store for a maxi-
mum of 20 minutes. 

The owners will eliminate all outlets ac-
cessible to customers and staff will assure 
there is no one loitering within 15’ of en-
trance by asking loiterers to move along. 
(This one is going to be difficult. Imagine 
a frightened employee asking a gangbanger 
to move along). 

Staff will ask all non-paying customers 
who linger to leave the premises immedi-
ately, as well as paying customers who lin-
ger beyond 20 minutes of initial purchase. 
Staff will call 911 immediately after loiter-
ers from inside or outside of store do not 
follow store rules/ requests. DD will also 
sign a Trespass Affidavit provided by CPD 
which will assure store staff get immediate 
assistance from CPD once they call. And 
their bathrooms will be locked at all times 
and only accessible to paying customers. 

They will also review store camera footage 
more frequently. 

Another strategy RPBA and Ald. Moore 
are working on is to light up Morse at night, 
O’Neil said. “We’re asking business and 
property owners to leave on lights over-
night to brighten up the street,” he said. 

Ald. Moore’s office meets regularly with 
the 24th Police District to review infor-
mation about developing “hot spots” in or 
around residential properties. The foot pa-
trol cop along Morse Ave., Officer Cooper, 
is an invaluable source of information when 
it comes to who’s hanging out where and 
what buildings need to address problems, 
O’Neil said. 

“We then work with landlords to remove 
problem tenants from buildings or put new 
practices in place to remove the opportunity 
for buildings to be used in illegal activity,” 
said O’Neil. As a result of information pro-
vided by tenants in a residential building 
near Morse, police were able to arrest gang 
members who had bullied a man with de-
velopmental disabilities into letting them 
take over his apartment, O’Neil said. The 
police also have stepped up patrols in the 
area around Morse. 

There are other longer-term strategies 
that Ald. Moore uses that ultimately help 

reduce crime, said O’Neil. He hosts annual 
job fairs and criminal record expungement 
sessions to help people clear their records, 
complete their GEDs, and find gainful em-
ployment paying a fair wage, O’Neil said. 

*** 
Whatever you do, please do not let this 

scare you off of Morse Ave. In fact, we need 
just the opposite to happen. 

On the evening of Nov. 5, at the Mayne 
Stage, 1328 W. Morse Ave., pianist Der-
rick Bounds will work his magic. Opening 
the show at 6 p.m. will be vocalist Mag-
gie Brown, daughter of Oscar Brown Jr., a 
singer, songwriter, poet, Civil Rights activ-
ist, and actor. 

Bounds and the dB Group, his 12-piece 
band consisting of a rhythm section, strings, 
horns and backup singers will be playing 
mostly original tunes, mixed in with some 
Debussy, Scott Joplin, and more. It’ll be 
an eclectic night music-wise, Bounds said. 
There will also be a ballet dancer. 

His love of music stemmed from listen-
ing to his dad’s James Brown and Aretha 
Franklin records. Bounds took his first pi-
ano lesson at age 11 at Dorolyn Academy 
of Music in Oak Park, which was owned by 
his aunt, and continued doing so until in his 
20s. He once was an IT guy but, “This is 
what I do,” said Bounds, who also plays on 
early Sunday evenings at Leona’s on Sheri-
dan. “I never got back in it. I just switched 
keyboards.”

Bounds was hooked on playing the 
Mayne… “the minute I saw the interior.” 
He said anyone who enjoys live music and 
the arts and wants to experience something 
a little different should come see his show. 

I told Bounds he was going to be part of a 
longer column on gang violence on Morse 
Ave. I said I was trying to encourage people 
to get out and be a presence on the street. 

What Bounds said next made sense, espe-
cially since it was coming from a guy who 
grew up in the violence-plagued Austin 
community on the city’s West Side. 

“You can’t let them change your life too 
much,” he said.

neighborhood from p. 1

Rev. Lindsey Joyce Long speaking at the event 
on Morse Avenue on Oct. 16.

Photo courtesy John Lamping
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Condo-mania!
420 W. Belmont #8E, CORNER 1BR w/BALCONY  $169,900

420 W. Belmont #28F, Rehabbed 1BR    $149,900

300 N. State #2608, MARINA CITY 1BR   $219,900

3821 N. Narragansett # 2W, CORNER 2BR w/BALCONY  $119,900

Condomania!

773.770.7002

3200 N. Lake Shore DR Unit 603   
This Harbor House west-facing 1 BR has approximately 900 sq. ft., large living room, 
separate dining area, terrific closet space. White modern cabinetry, Quartz counters, 
Stainless Steel appliances, porcelain tile, updated bath w/ Quartz counter, under-mount 
sink, porcelain tile. Full-amenity bldg. with 24-HR doorman, indoor pool, fitness center, pet 
friendly. Owner has pre-paid monthly assessment until the end of 2017.

3150 N Sheridan Rd Unit 4C
Upgraded 1350 sq. ft., 2 bed/2bath condo; including wood flooring/baseboards; Master 
Bedroom carpet; Master Bathroom shower, vanity & sink; remodeled kitchen; freshly 
painted throughout. Kitchen is light & bright with a southern exposure window and open to 
a large living room and dining room. Escape to an outdoor space without leaving the unit by 
walking onto the large 15 foot balcony off the Living Room, with views of Belmont Harbor.

3500 N Lake Shore Dr Unit 15D
Elegant 1920’s Co-Op waiting for further Restoration. This 2 bedroom + Den, 2 Full Bath-
rooms preferred unit has both East & West Exposures with outstanding Lake views. Wide 
Gallery Entry, leads you to Large Living Room with beautiful decorative Fireplace, Spacious 
Formal Dining Room. Space Pac A/C , and In-Unit Washer/Dryer Hookups.

SOLD

‘For decades, Illinois condo-
minium owners have experienced 
more abuse of power, selective 
enforcement of rules, discrimina-
tion, rampant breaches of fiducia-
ry duties than anyone could ever 
imagine’

(First of two articles on condo-
minium law.)

Condominium owners in Illinois 
will receive a boost of consumer 
protection starting in 2018, when 
a long-awaited major rewrite of 
the Illinois Condominium Prop-
erty Act and Common Interest As-
sociation Act goes into effect.

However, the state of Florida—
reacting to a flurry of condomin-
ium scandals—recently passed a 

Illinois condo property act improved,  
but Florida has tougher law

much tougher condo law that im-
poses criminal penalties on viola-
tions such as electoral fraud, theft 
of funds, conflicts of interest and 
rigged bids, legal experts say.

“The Florida Condominium Act 
is the first state law in the nation to 
have any teeth—criminal penal-
ties for violations,” noted Sara E. 
Benson, managing broker of Ben-
son Stanley Realty, and president 
of Association Evaluation, LLC, 
a Chicago-based real estate data-
analytics firm.

“The new Florida law intro-
duces the concept of conflicts of 
interest, including kickbacks, and 
forbids soliciting and accepting 
bribes from vendors or proposed 
vendors,” Benson said. “These are 
radical changes to the act.”

Effective Jan. 1, 2018, in Il-
linois, the new and improved 
Omnibus Condominium Act will 
target finances of associations 
and makes access to documents 
and records easier and quicker for 
owners.

While the Omnibus Condo-
minium Act will soon be in effect, 
House Bill 3755—proposed con-
do legislation for reimbursement 
of attorney fees to prevailing unit 
owners involved in litigation with 
their association—did not pass the 

Illinois Senate and currently is 
stalled in committee.

In stark contrast, both the Flori-
da Condominium Act and the pro-
gressive California Davis-Stirling 
Common Interest Development 
Act state that a unit owner who 
prevails in a civil action to en-
force homeowner rights is entitled 
to reasonable attorney’s fees and 
court costs.   

In Illinois, an estimated 60% 
of association-governed com-
munities currently are involved 
in litigation, legal experts say. In 
90% of Illinois litigation between 
unit owners and their association, 
the association still recovers at-
torney fees from the aggrieved 
homeowner even when the owner 
wins.

“For decades, Illinois condo-
minium owners have experienced 
more abuse of power, selective 
enforcement of rules and regula-
tions, discrimination, and rampant 
breaches of fiduciary duties in as-
sociation-governed communities 
than anyone could ever imagine,” 
Benson said.

“With the exception of going 
to court, there are absolutely no 
viable resources available to ho-
meowners who seek to live in har-
mony with their neighbors,” Ben-
son noted. “The constant threat of 
association-born legal fees being 
passed on to a homeowner when 
filing suit in a court of law creates 
tremendous strife and trauma.”

The new Illinois Omnibus Con-
dominium Act requires associa-
tions with 100 or more units to use 
generally acceptable accounting 
principles in fulfilling accounting 
obligations.

In addition, up to 10 years of 
association books and records—
including the declaration, bylaws, 
plats of survey, board-meeting 
minutes, rules and regulations, 
articles of incorporation and in-
surance policies—must be made 
available for examination by 
owners for any purpose within 
10 days of a request. No longer 
is an undefined “proper purpose” 
required for unit owners to view 
documents. 

The condominium law firm of 
Becker & Poliakoff provided the 

The Home Front 
By Don DeBat

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS
1557 Gordon Terrace, Deerfield, Illinois

Currently Vacant, this 3 bedroom, 2 full baths ranch-style home 
was converted to 2 bedroom. Oversized 2 car attached garage, full 

basement, deck and spacious backyard. Needs updating.

Sealed Bid Deadline: November 14, 2017______________________________________________
SOUTH SHORE MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING

1742 E. 87th St., Chicago, Illinois

including ample gated off street parking. 

Sealed Bid Deadline: November 14, 2017

RICK LEVIN & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Bidets, Toilets, Jacuzzis,  
Sinks, Vanities, Medicine Cabinets &  
Stainless Steel Restaurant Supply

CALL 773-772-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave. 

101supplyOK@gmail.com

A-A SALVAGE
Plumbing Liquidation 

WASH YOUR FACE

WASH YOUR BOTTOM

following review and summary 
of key points in the tough Florida 
Condominium & HOA Act, which 
amends Chapter 718 of the state 
statute. The Florida act is moni-
tored by the Dept. of Business and 
Professional Regulation (DBPR), 
a state agency that has the power 
to punish violations.

Criminal Penalties. A Florida 
condominium association offi-
cer, director, or manager may not 
solicit, offer to accept, or accept 
any thing, or service of value, or 
“kickback” for which consider-
ation has not been provided for his 
or her own benefit or that of his or 
her immediate family. If this pro-
vision is violated, it could result in 
criminal penalties.

• Forgery of a ballot envelope or 
voting certificate used in a Florida 
condo association election is pun-
ishable as a crime. So is theft or 
embezzlement of condo associa-
tion funds.

• Destruction of official records, 
or the refusal to allow inspection 
or copying of records to prevent 
investigation of a crime is pun-
ishable as tampering with physi-

cal evidence, or as obstruction of 
justice.

• A Florida condo association 
officer or director charged by in-
formation or indictment with a 
crime referenced above must be 
removed from office and the va-
cancy shall be filled until the end 
of the officer’s or director’s period 
of suspension or the end of his or 
her term of office, whichever oc-
curs first.

Conflicts of Interest. A Florida 
condo association may not hire an 
attorney who represents the man-
agement company of the associa-
tion.

• A Florida board member, man-
ager, or management company 
may not purchase a unit at a fore-
closure sale resulting from the as-
sociation’s foreclosure of its lien 
for unpaid assessments or take ti-
tle by deed in lieu of foreclosure.

• A Florida condo association 
may not employ or contract with 
any service provider that is owned 
or operated by a board member 
or with any person who has a fi-
nancial relationship with a board 
member or officer, or a relative 
within the third degree of consan-
guinity by blood or marriage of a 
board member or officer.

• Companies providing main-
tenance or management services 
to a Florida condo association, or 
an officer or board member, may 
not purchase a unit at a foreclo-
sure sale resulting from the asso-
ciation’s foreclosure of its lien for 
unpaid assessments, or take title 
by deed in lieu of foreclosure.

Financial Reports. A Florida 
condo association containing 
fewer than 50 units must prepare 
a financial statement based on its 
total annual revenues, not just a 
report of cash receipts and expen-
ditures.

• The association must mail or 
hand deliver a copy of the most 
recent financial report to any unit 
owner within five business days 
after submission of a written re-
quest to the association for a copy 
of such report.

• All Florida condo associations 
must provide an annual report to 
the DBPR containing the names 
of all of the financial institutions 
with which it maintains accounts, 
and a copy of such report may 
be obtained from the department 
upon written request of any asso-
ciation member.

Term Limits. Florida condo 
board members may not serve 
more than four consecutive two-
year terms, unless approved by 
an affirmative vote of two-thirds 
of the total voting interests of the 
association or unless there are not 
enough eligible candidates to fill 
the vacancies on the board at the 
time of the vacancy.

NEXT WEEK: Florida condo 
associations containing more than 
150 units are required to publish 
financial records and documents 
on an Internet-accessible web 
page for unit owners and employ-
ees of the association.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat is 
co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

In Illinois, an estimated 60% of asso-
ciation-governed communities cur-
rently are involved in litigation, legal 
experts say. 
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classifieds sell
Call 773-465-9700

Antique & Flea Mkt
Antiques, Collectibles, etc.

First Sunday of each month  
and preceding afternoon. 

NOVEMBER 4 & 5
Saturdays: Noon to 5 PM
Sundays: 7 AM to 4 PM 

Kane County Fairgrounds
Located on Randall Rd. between  
Rt. 38 and Rt. 64 St. Charles, IL

Admission $5.00 each day
(Children under 12 free)

FREE PARKING

www.kanecountyfleamarket.com
630-377-2252

Kane County 

Fall 2017 Special!

BUSINESS CARDS
STARTING FROM $9.99

We’re Only A Minute Away

5640 N. Broadway, Chicago, IL 60660 Fax: 773.334.5757 Email: info@alliedprintandcopy.com
LIMITED TIME OFFER FOR NEW CUSTOMERS - MUST BRING THIS COUPON TO GET SPECIAL PRICE

www.alliedprintandcopy.com

5000
BUSINESS

CARDS
FULL COLOR

$99

5000
4x6

POSTCARDS
FULL COLOR

$199
10%
OFF

ON ANY
$100 BANNER

773.334.5200

MAN-JO-VINS
JUST  GOOD  FOOD

HOT DOGS   ITALIAN BEEF   HAMBURGERS   
FRESH CUT FRIES   ICE CREAM & SHAKES

hours: 
Tuesday-Friday: 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

Sat. & Sun.: 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Closed Mondays

Established 1953
3224 N. Damen Ave.  
at Damen & Melrose

773-935-0727

*Dine in only. One drink minimum. Food specials start at 4pm  
unless otherwise noted. Some restrictions may apply.

$5 
Fir

eb
al

l S
ho

ts 
Ev

er
yd

ay!
 

NOVEMBER SPECIALS
MONDAY: Trivia at 7:30 p.m. in Main Bar
$5 Glasses of Wine, 1/2 Price Bottles of Wine, $5 Ketel One Cocktails,  
$4 Modelo Drafts, $5 Burgers - Choose Your Protein!
(Cheese and Fries Included)*

TUESDAY: $3 Coors Light & Miller Lite Drafts, $4 Well Cocktails,  
$4 Lagunitas IPA & Stella Drafts, $5 Jumbo Wing Basket (10)*

WEDNESDAY: Karaoke in Lucy’s at 9 p.m.
$1 Coors Light & Miller Lite Bottles, $4 Well Cocktails,  
$5 Grape & Cherry Bombs, $4 Tequila Shots

THURSDAY: Trivia in Lucy’s at 8pm
$10 Domestic Pitchers, $4 Select Craft Brews, $ Guinness Drafts,  
$5 Jumbo Wing Basket (10)*

FRIDAY: $5 Bulleit Shots & Cocktails, $4 Stella Drafts

SATURDAY: $6 Ketel One Cocktails, $6 Bloodies, Jumbo Screwdrivers, 
White Trash Mimosas, $5 Select Drafts

SUNDAY: $8.95 Cincinnati Chili Bar
$6 Tito’s Handmade Vodka Drinks, Bloodies, Jumbo Screwdrivers,  
White Trash Mimosas, $4 All Domestic Bottles, $4 Modelo Drafts,  
$12 Boomers, $6 Jumbo Wing Basket (10)*

Kudos to Ms. Dechter! 
Her article on Autumn Wil-
liams was a joy. Many folk 
throw the word “friend” 
around like confetti, but 
Autumn is my Pal. For six 
years I was a live-in care-
giver for a dear lady who 
lived across the street from 
Autumn’s Church. After she 
died in 2016, I befriended 
Autumn and co-worker Ni-
eta and we’ve been friends 
ever since. Autumn’s food 
goes beyond tasty -- it’s 
scrumptious!

Cy Gaffney
Rogers Park

Kudos to Felicia  
and Autumn

Letter  
to the Editor

 “Lake Overview” pathway and re-
flecting pool.   Image courtesy James 
Corner Field Operations

What are likely to become the 
hardest hotel rooms to get each 
New Years Eve in Chicago, City 
permits show that Navy Pier is 
now ready to begin the next phase 
of renovations with the construc-
tion of a 222-room waterside hotel 
at 900 E. Grand Ave. 

Navy Pier’s lakefront New 
Years Eve fireworks display will 
show well-served along with flow-
ing champagne, small bites and a 
big comfy bed within stumbling 
distance from the Pier’s popular 
party in the ballroom.

Crews will now start to work on 
a demolition after the city issued 
a permit Oct. 26, and begin mak-
ing room for the new seven-story 
tall glass future hotel. The new 
hotel at Navy Pier is being devel-
oped by Chicago’s First Hospital-
ity Group with financing coming 
from Swiss-based real estate in-
vestment firm ACRON AG.

Navy Pier getting new hotel,  
reflecting pool and elevated walkway

Expected to be operated un-
der the Hilton’s Curio Collection 
brand, the hotel will be spread over 
three bracket-shaped bays south 
of the Pier’s Festival Hall. An ad-
joining indoor/outdoor rooftop bar 
and restaurant will be constructed 
on top of the Pier’s shelter build-
ing which connects to the existing 
Grand Ballroom. The hotel is be-
ing designed by KOO LLC, which 
is the same firm that designed the 
Wit Hotel, Streeterville’s Hotel 
EMC2 and the coming Hampton 
Inn in Lincoln Park.

Other construction plans for 
Navy Pier include a semi-circular 
walkway that would rise over a 

This is what Navy Pier’s new seven-story hotel may look like.                                            Image courtesy KOO LLC

shallow reflecting pool at the far 
east end of the Pier and a new 
landscaped plaza at the water’s 
edge.

Chicago, America’s Railroad 
Capital, is set to host the 50th 
anniversary gathering of the Na-
tional Assoc. of Railroad Passen-
gers (NARP), Nov. 2 to 5, at the 
Millennium Knickerbocker, 163 
E. Walton Place. 

Railnation will offer a two-day 
symposium of passenger rail pre-
senters, followed by two days of 
rail-related activities. The list of 
invited speakers include newly-
appointed Amtrak CEO Richard 
Anderson, the former governor 
of Massachusetts, Michael Duka-
kis, Trains Magazine editor Jim 
Wrinn, passenger rail writer Bob 
Johnston, and the CEO of VIA 
Rail Canada, Yves Desjardins-
Siciliano.

Concurrent to the rail displays at 
the conference, there will be tours 
of the refurbishing Union Station, 
Newberry Library’s Historic Rail-
roads Collections, the Museum of 
Science & Industry, and the Pull-
man State Historical Site. 

The Newberry Library, 60 W. 
Walton, holds several large and 
important archives of Midwestern 
railroad companies including the 
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy 
Railroad Co., the Illinois Central 
Railroad Co., and the Pullman 
Co.

For more information call 202-
408-8362 or write care of narp@
narprail.org.

RailNation 
comes to 

Chicago Nov. 2
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The Peoples Church  
of Chicago
Sunday Worship 10 am
941 W. Lawrence 773-784-6633
www.peopleschurchchicago.org

Queen of Angels  
Catholic Church
Sunday Mass 8, 9:30, 11am & 
12:30pm
Weekday Mass  Mon - Fri 8:30am
Saturday Mass 9am - 5pm
2330 W. Sunnyside

SUNDAY
10 am Worship  

& Sunday School
William Pareja, Pastor

2132 West Addison Street 
Chicago

(773) 248-5893
www.asccChicago.org

Sunday Service 9:30am
Adult Forum 10:45am

Sunday Church School 10:45am

Ravenswood United  
Church of Christ
10:30 am Worship, Sunday School
2050 W. Pensacola
773 -549-5472

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor

Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer   10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place  

(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer 

7:30 pm Bible Study

Open Arms United 
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

817 Grace St.   773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org

Want to see Your Church in this Weekly Feature?

Call Cindy at 618-201-3622 
or email c789amadio@gmail.com

1709 W. Cornelia Ave.
773-248-3142

corneliainformation@gmail.com
corneliabaptistchurch.com

Sundays Fellowship  
Breakfast 9 a.m.

Childrenʼs Study 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Kids 
of Faith Bible Club 7 p.m.

Sunday Morning Service 
10:00am

Sunday Evening Service 
5:00pm

TMC Communities (Sunday School) 
8:30am & 11:30am

Wednesday Prayer Meeting
6:45pm

1635 N LaSalle | Chicago IL 60614
312.327.8600 | www.moodychurch.org

1500 W. Elmdale Avenue 
(773) 743-1820 

www.immanuelchicago.org

A LIVING SANCTUARY  
OF HOPE AND GRACE

Silent Prayer  
10:10-10:25 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
Godly Play Sunday School 

11:20 a.m.
Coffee Hour 11:45 a.m.
The Forum Discussion 

12:15 p.m.
Parking at Senn High School

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300
1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that

“Honors the Life”

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible

FREE LIFELINE 
PHONE AND MINUTES
Get a free phone* + 350 minutes, unlimited texts & 
500MB of data each month if you qualify for Lifeline 
Assistance. Apply at www.enroll.accesswireless.com.

* Free phone may be provided by Access Wireless. Access Wireless is a service 
provider for the government-funded Lifeline Assistance program. Lifeline Service 
is provided by i-wireless, LLC, d/b/a Access Wireless, which is an eligible 
telecommunications carrier. Lifeline service is non-transferable. Only one Lifeline 
discount may be received per household. Only eligible customers may enroll in 
the program. Customers who willfully make a false statement in order to obtain 
the Lifeline bene�t can be punished by �ne or imprisonment, or can be barred 
from the program. Customers must present proper documentation con�rming 
eligibility for the Lifeline program. A government-funded Lifeline Assistance Program.

ers’ lives. Enrich the quality of 
life and your spark will light the 
sparks of others. You may not be 
able to capture it in a bottle, but 
you might be able to catch it with 
your heart.

CODE-BREAKER: What ag-
ing Gold Coast twinkette has been 
banned from bringing her tiny dog 
into a well-known and well-loved 
eatery after many complaints by 
customers? Seems this lady kept 
the pooch in her purse and then 
unzipped her bag and showed the 
tiny dog around the restaurant 
violating the City’s health code. 
Nothing could keep this brain-
challenged dog-owner from car-
rying her miniature canine around 

the dining room and the bar speak-
ing baby-talk to the dog. It is said 
she even managed to get her pup 
fake I.D.s as a service dog, even 
though she has no serious dis-
ability. So finally she received 
a sound dressing down from the 
restaurant and was told her behav-
ior would no longer be tolerated. 
Now she goes around saying to 
all who’ll listen how mean every-
one was to her and how much her 
pooch misses being 
out for dinner. Isn’t 
it considered animal 
abuse to keep your 
dog in your purse? 
Just saying.

C H R I S T M A S 
ALERT: Gold 
Coaster Rose 
O’Neill is reported-
ly recuperating well 
after a terrible fall and hip break-
age. She is convalescing but sadly 
has to cancel her annual Christmas 
party at her most swanky Gold 
Coast digs. When she opens her 
doors, annually, in one of the first 
holiday bashes of the season, the 
creme de la creme turn out in force 
for a Chicago blue blood shindig. 
But alas, not for 2017. Prayers and 

love to Rose. But looking forward 
to 2018.

GUEST ORCHESTRA: The 
China NCPA Orchestra returned 
to Symphony Center with a pro-
gram including Harrison’s Pipa 
Concerto performed by Wu Man 
and the U.S. Premiere of Zhao 
Jiping’s Violin Concerto No. 1 on 
Oct. 28.

STEPPENWOLF NEWS: 
Legendary Broadway star Chita 

Rivera is among the 
lineup for Steppen-
wolf’s winter Look 
Out Series. The two-
time Tony Award-
winner (“Kiss of 
the Spider Woman,” 
“The Rink”) will ap-
pear in concert with 
pianist/host Seth 
Rudetsky on Dec. 

11 at Steppenwolf’s Downstairs 
Theatre, 1650 N. Halsted. Rivera 
has also received the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom and is a Ken-
nedy Center Honoree. Tickets will 
go on sale at 11 a.m. Nov. 3.

HIGH-C:  Who’s the Chicago 
sports figure who wound up in the 
ER after getting pummeled in the 
family jewels recently after get-
ting all touchy-feely in a Rush St. 
bar with the wife of a Gold Coast 
entrepreneur? Seems like some 
real damage may have been done 
resulting in “severe scrotal bruis-
ing.” No one is talking. Ouch!

COSTUMED: The Costume 
Council of the History Museum 
held their President’s Circle 2017 
Honors Dinner, where Georgina 
Chapman and Keren Craig, 
co-founders of Marchesa were 
saluted, with Charlene Dame 
McMann-Seaman, Vonita Re-
escer, Mark Olley, Myra Reilly, 
Bobbi Panter, Sherrill Bodine 
and Sherry Lea Fox all ringside 
at the WAC. 

NEW YEAR’S SALUTE TO 
VIENNA: The 20th Anniversary 
performance of Salute to Vienna 
New Year’s Concert will once 
again take place at Orchestra Hall, 
Symphony Center 2:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 30. Nir Kabaretti 
will conduct The Strauss Sym-
phony of America, featuring the 
Chicago Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Viennese soprano Hege Gustava 

Tjonn, tenor Martin Piskorski, 
along with members of the Europ-
aballett St. Polten (Austria). The 
International Champion Ballroom 
Dancers are also featured in this 
annual champagne toast to the 
New Year. Call 312-294-3000.

SNEEDLINGS: Congratula-
tions to my pal, Chicago Sun-
Times columnist Mike Sneed, 
who will receive 
a “Lifetime 
A c h i e v e m e n t 
Award” at the 
78th Annual Chi-
cago Journalist 
Assoc. on Nov. 
10 at the Union 
League Club.

M O M M Y 
AND DAD-
DY DEAR-
EST: H ave a 
divorcing Lin-
coln Park couple 
finally run into 
a road block in 
their amicable parting of the ways? 
Apparently neither soon-to-be 
ex-spouse wants custody of their 
teenage children. They have been 
hard to raise. Hey! Isn’t this why 
they invented boarding school? 
Maybe mom and dad should have 
tried harder to keep their under-
pants on. Too bad the kids aren’t 
old enough for emancipation.

WHO’S WHERE: John Em-
ory Smyth in 
Lakewood, CA 
at the Marvel 
Comics head-
quarters… Tim 
Foufas and 
Kelly Decker in 
Punakha Dzong, 
Bhutan which 
is as exotic as 
it gets cuz it’s 
Shangri La. 
Chicago artist 
Rosemary Fan-
ti painting in the sun in Fort Lau-
derdale and seen at the seafood bar 
at the Breaker’s in Palm Beach…
Christie’s Steven Zick in LA at 
the UCLA Legacy Awards Gala 
honoring Rita Moreno and La-
verne Cox benefiting Outfest… 
Diane O’Connell, Cora O’Fallon 
and Gina McFadden noshing at 
Quartino’s… singer  Shara Max-

well at Music Row in Nashville… 
Melody Bromma at the Statue 
of Liberty… Martha Hartman 
Gray in sunny San Antonio… 
Farmhouse’s TJ Callahan in 
Washington DC at the Restaurant 
High Conference… Chicago artist 
Adam Scott Umbach on his way 
to Manhattan for an opening at the 
Noguchi Museum… the Art Insti-

tute’s chief curators of European 
painting (pre and post 1750) Glo-
ria Groom and Rosemary Long 
in Toledo, Spain, Ole, what must 
they be cooking up? Could some 
El Greco be in the works? Palmer 
Wong at his party just turning 10 
and getting all the candles on his 
cake out in one breath… Graham 
Kostic and Fran Taglia in spicy 
and turbulent Barcelona… get well 

wishes to the 
dashing Alan 
H o l s t e i n … 
Wandering the 
soft green earth 
of Ireland Mike 
Houlihan and 
Jim “Skinny” 
Shehan with 
their radio fans 
in tow.

MCA: On 
Oct. 21, the 
Museum of 

Contemporary Art officially acti-
vated its new multi-purpose learn-
ing environment, the Commons, a 
dynamic and flexible public space 
at the heart of the museum. The 
space allows for experimentation 
and risk-taking, fostering a greater 
sense of empathy, openness, cu-
riosity, and citizenship. Designed 
by Mexico City-based team Pedro 
y Juana, the Commons is part of 
the museum’s $16-million rede-
sign, which also includes a new 
restaurant and street-level lounge 
revealed earlier this year.

NEW BOOK: The Illinois In-
stitute of Technology (IIT) and the 
Mies van der Rohe Society hon-
ored and celebrated John Vinci 
(IIT ARCH ’60) on the new book, 
John Vinci: L ife and Landmark, 
on Oct. 19, at IIT’s famed Crown 
Hall. Illinois’ First Lady, Diana 
Rauner, was on hand to salute the 
author.

PUCKER-UP:  What well-
known writer and his painter pal 
were seen smooching despite the 
rain outside at Gibson’s? Right 
out of “Lady and the Tramp!”

GOOD NEWS: A study by 
Swedish scientists of 440,000 
patients with irregular heartbeats 
who took common blood thinning 
drugs showed they were 48% less 
likely to develop dementia. As a 
daily Warfarin taker, I will say I 
am encouraged.

“Most conversations are  
simply monologues delivered in 
the presence of a witness.” 

-- Margaret Miller

tog515@gmail.com
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Rose O’Neill

Illinois First Lady Diana Rauner and 
author John Vinci.

Columnist Mike Sneed with Cuban President Fidel 
Castro.
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came. At press-time, there still had been no 
response.

Prior to its shutdown, residents from the 
Neon Street Dorms could often be found at 
political rallies and protests that had called 
for an increase in state-funding for such 
facilities and more than a few area politi-
cians had used Neon Street as a backdrop 
for their public campaigns calling attention 
to this marginalized community.

On its website, Heartland provides a de-
scription of what potential residents could 
expect at Neon Street Dorms. Unfortunate-

ly, if a homeless teen logs onto the Heartland 
website for help today, the website presents 
a false impression. As of Monday night, 
there was still no mention made anywhere 
that the program has been discontinued.

“Neon Street Dorms not only offers a nur-
turing and safe place to stay with access to 
health care and mental health services, we 
also help our residents gain critical life skills 
so they can get a job, learn to budget and 
save, and live independent and financially 
secure lives,” according their website.

Among its long-time supporters has been 
musician Nicholas Tremulis, a nationally-
recognized Chicago-born recording artist 

who held a series of highly-regarded, star-
studded benefit concerts for the facility.

“It always had a very low profile, prob-
ably due to the fact that teenagers were such 
a potentially exploited tribe. It really didn’t 
have much publicity going for it when we 
started those concerts,” Tremulis said via 
Facebook. He told the Chicago Tribune in 
a 2004 interview that he took on their cause 
because he saw that theses kids were no 
longer ‘adorable little kids’, and that they 
were being generally ignored by society.

“[I] tried to restage them later, but that 
[idea] landed right in the middle of the re-
cession, and [we] couldn’t get the bucks. 
Still, we raised $250,000 for them during 
the time we did those shows. We also re-
leased a live video of the first one,” added 
Tremulis.

Numerous state and local political leaders 
connected with Uptown were also contact-
ed by Inside Publications. None of them of-
fered any suggestions as to why the facility 
had to be closed.

Heartland Alliance describes itself as 
“one of the world’s leading anti-poverty 
organizations” and that it “works in com-
munities in the U.S. and abroad to serve 
those who are homeless, living in poverty, 
or seeking safety. It [also] provides a com-
prehensive array of services in the areas of 
health, housing, jobs and justice.”

The money provided to Heartland was 
provided through HUD’s Continuum of 
Care (CoC) Program. The program is de-
scribed as one which was “designed to 
promote community-wide commitment to 
the goal of ending homelessness; provide 
funding for efforts by nonprofit providers, 
and State and local governments to quickly 
rehouse homeless individuals and families 
while minimizing the trauma and disloca-
tion caused to homeless individuals, fami-
lies, and communities by homelessness,” 
according to the website of HUD (hud.
gov).

While the Heartland website provides in-

formation for homeless teens which is no 
longer up-to-date, another Chicago-based 
non-profit organization continues to offer 
help. 

“Our 1-800-RUNAWAY (also, 
1800RUNAWAY.org) crisis line services 
are available 24/7 for youth and their fami-
lies,” said Katy Walsh, a spokesperson for 
the National Runaway Safeline. 

The historic mansion at 4506 N. Sheri-
dan Rd. was built as a private home in 1895 
and the 5,000-square foot building has had 
a varied history. Originally an opulent pri-
vate home, the building achieved notoriety 
when it was the funeral home where the 
body of the bank-robber John Dillinger had 
been brought after his violent death outside 
of the Biograph Theater.

Designed by George W. Maher, it still 
includes original intact features such as 
its original woodwork and trim. It also in-
cludes unique features such as three decora-
tive fireplaces and pocket doors and panel 
doors. Ornate details also include beautiful, 
oversized front doors that lead into a huge 
foyer, with a grand staircase and beautiful 
stained-glass windows.

dorms from p. 1

This boarded-up 19th century mansion at 
4506 N. Sheridan Rd. once house the Neon 
Street Dorm.


