Humanity is acquiring
all the right technology
forall

the wrong reasons.

— R. Buckminster Fuller

VOL. 117, NO. 44

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE FOR ONLY $20 A YEAR! VISIT INSIDEONLINE.COM FOR DETAILS

NOVEMBER 3 - NOVEMBER 9, 2021

INSIDE-BOOSTER -

ANINSIDE PUBLICATIONS NEWSPAPER
NEWS OF LINCOLN PARK, LAKE VIEW, NORTH CENTER & LINCOLN SQUARE

insideonline.com

Lakeview carjacking victim

“You can do

everything right

and it is still a problem’
BY CWBCHICAGO

“People need to realize that you
can do everything right and it is
still a problem.”

Those are the words of a 23-
year-old woman who was target-
ed by carjackers in Lakeview Oct.
29. For some reason, the offend-
ers were unable to get away with
her car. So, they decided to hijack
a man who was in another vehicle
just steps away.

The victim contacted this re-
porter on Oct. 20 as Chicago po-
lice were issuing a community
alert about the Lakeview cases.

At least four more hijacking in-
cidents were reported Saturday —
in Uptown, the Loop, West Loop,
and Little Italy.

speaks out

Lakeview warning

Area Three detectives said in a
community alert that two men are
responsible for trying to carjack
the woman at 7:29 p.m. Friday
and then successfully hijacking
another driver in the 3300 block
of N. Seminary one minute later.

According to the alert, the of-
fenders demanded the woman’s
car and both climbed inside. But
they got out, ran to the second ve-
hicle, and took that driver’s Toyo-
ta Prius at gunpoint.

The hijackers are two Black
males between 20- and 27-years-
old, the alert said.

A victim speaks out

“I had entered my car only sec-
onds [before] when a man came
to the passenger side window and
began banging on the window
with a hard object, screaming that
I get out of the car and give him

the keys,” the woman said in an
email.

“I quickly got out of the car and
ran while I threw the keys behind
me and screamed for help,” she
continued.

The men picked up the keys
and tried to start her car. But they
didn’t leave with it.

“Likely because I was in an
extremely tight spot,” the woman
said. “The keys were still in the
ignition when police got there.”

She was especially concerned
that others might think that she
was lingering in her parked car,
making her a prime target. CPD
statements about carjackings fre-
quently say victims were targeted
while sitting inside parked ve-
hicles.

“The narrative that I was sit-
ting in my car [might] give people

VICTIM see p. 16

Extended funding approved

for final spaces of Cabrini-Green redevelopment

(L) Rendering of phase one tower of Cabrini Green redevelopment by Gensler. (R) Phase one site view of Cabrini

Green redevelopment by Gensler.

BY IAN ACHING
Chicagoyimby.com

Extended funding for the rede-
velopment of the remaining par-
cels of the former Cabrini-Green
federal housing projects has been
approved by the Community De-
velopment Commissions.

The first of the two separate
vacant parcels just west of Old
Town, sits north on the corner
of N. Larrabee St. and N. Cly-
bourn Ave., replacing the recently
demolished Near North Career
High School. The second parcel
just south of the first sits on the
northeast corner of W. Division

St. and N. Halstead St. next to a
Target that was developed on for-
mer housing property as well.

Developed by the Chicago
Housing Authority [CHA], the
original Cabrini-Green homes
were built over multiple years
from 1942 to 1962 and at its peak
housed nearly 15,000 people.
However throughout the years
the complex became known for
crime and gangland activity. By
the end the complex held 3,607
homes across row-houses, mid-
rises, and high-rises deigned by
multiple Chicago architects like
A. Epstein & Sons and Pace As-
sociates.

Plans to demolish the buildings
date back as far as 1995, and by
2010 the last residents moved out
with demolition beginning soon
after on the last remaining high-
rise building.

Since then various residential
and mixed-use developments
have filled up much of the land
taken up by the project, but the
two major plots remain open due
to a federal mandate requiring
nearly 700 new public housing
units to be built in the area.

Funding for this effort with the
CHA would require extensive

CABRINI see p. 16

The Morton Salt building is on of the most recognizable buildings in the
North Branch Corridor, due to its dramatic 50 foot ceiling heights, column
free space and over 500 linear feet of Chicago River frontage.

City Council approved $45.7M
for Morton Salt project

Cook County property tax in-
centives approved by City Coun-
cil Oct. 27 will provide a Class L
property tax incentive for the re-
development of the former Mor-
ton Salt Co. warehouse at 1357 N.
Elston Ave.

The Class L incentive, which
encourages the preservation and
rehabilitation of designated City
of Chicago Landmark buildings,
and will reduce property taxes on
the complex by approximately $7
million over the next 12 years.

Planned by the joint venture
1357 Property Owner LLC, the
$45.7 million project will create
a 4.2-acre mixed use urban com-
plex. Co-developed by Blue Star
Properties, the development arm
of music venue group 16 on Cen-
ter, and R2 Companies, a Chica-
go-based commercial developer,
the financial support will help
convert the historic industrial
complex into a riverfront com-
mercial and entertainment venue.

“It is the most recognizable
building in the North Branch
Corridor, with unique attributes
including dramatic 50 foot ceil-
ing heights, column free space
and over 500 linear feet of Chi-
cago River frontage,” said Matt
Garrison, Managing Principal of

R2. “The project will create an
important access point to the Chi-
cago River, provide more green
space and serve as a retail and
entertainment anchor for Goose
Island.”

The new Morton Salt R&D
Center will anchor the office por-
tion of the development and oc-
cupy 20,000 square feet of the
former packaging facility on-site.

The Morton Salt work and stor-
age complex was builtin 1930 and
used for the storage, packaging,
and distribution of rock salt until
2015. It was designated a Chicago
Landmark in June 2021.

“For generations, the Morton
Salt site on Elston Ave. has been
part of the fabric of Chicago,”
said Christian Herrmann, CEQO,
Morton Salt, Inc. “It is with that
long, rich history in mind that we
decided to explore a wide range of
possibilities for the future of our
iconic site. We knew it was ripe
for redevelopment, and we took
great care to find the right firm to
help bring our vision to life. This
redevelopment plan represents
the next chapter of the Morton
Salt story — and we’re incredibly
proud to be part of the past, pres-
ent, and future of the site.”

Pritzker order calls gun violence

a public health crisis, see page 7
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Chlcagoans see through this charade, time to admit failure President Rondeau

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

I’ve met fellow painters all over
the world. All contours. All styles.
Impressionists. Fauvists. Revival-
ists. Minimalists. Expressionists.
Modernists.

Successful painters. And disas-
trous artists. Competent crafts-
men. Tragic interpreters of the
human experience. Healthy art-
ists and the self-destructive vari-
ety. The talentless human and the
gifted.

But whether the public appreci-
ates the work or not, we all share
something in common. Simply
put, our suspicions and misgiv-
ings about the people who run
art museums. From Paris to New
York. From San Francisco to St.
Petersburg, London to Rome.

You know those people with
the sparkly teeth, wavy hair and
the cold fish handshakes who

Kane County
Antique & Flea Mkl

Antiques, Collectibles, etc.

First Sunday of each month and preceding afternoon

NOVEMBER
fHg, T

Saturday: 12 pm to 5 pm
Sunday: 7 am to 4 pm

Kane County Fairgrounds

Located on Randall Rd. between
Rt. 38 and Rt. 64 St. Charles, IL
Admission $6.00 each day (Children under 12 free)

FREE PARKING

Visit our website for info on pandemic protocols

www.kanecountyfleamarket.com
630-377-2252
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have one goal in mind. Raise lots
of money on their watch. Out
scoop other museums. Market
art as the treasure of the nation.
Befriend the big donors. The
wealthy collectors. Specifically
the folk who sidle up and preen to
the inheritors of private works of
great merit. The guardians of the
nation’s artistic valuables. The
protectors of art, custodians of re-
fined tastes and the sophisticated
abilities to sense the aesthetic im-
portance of a work. Old masters.
Break through rebels. Bourgeois
favorites and life giving geniuses
of drama, tex-
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No matter how successful they
become.

This is prelude to our town’s
growing suspicions and awkward
misgivings about the administra-
tion of the Art Institute of Chi-
cago [AIC]. Especially of late,
following their disastrous ma-
nipulation of museum volunteers.
Their dismissal of all women and
men providing volunteer services
to the museum. Some with many
decades of loyal and generous
work on behalf of their love of
art.

But the museum’s seeming
embrace of the

ture and color.
For the mu-
seum adminis-
trator it doesn’t
make any dif-
ference if they
must raise dol-
lars, or euros,
or pounds ster-
ling, rubles or
yen. Art muse-
ums are born
looking for
cash. Expand-

James Rondeau

woke culture
mentality is
now a frighten-
ing reality.

The cancel
culture philoso-
phy is presently

infecting  our
national in-
stitutions  and

academic foun-
dations. Institu-
tional isolation
and low public

ing  member-
ships to keep the doors open and
the fees down.

So they say.

But never forget theirs is a
world of prima donnas. Not the
artists. Deal makers. The mu-
seums staffs. Whether they ad-
minister the Louvre, the Tate, the
Hermitage or the Met, or an lowa
store front museum.

They are most likely responsi-
ble to a board of fancy, successful
aesthetes. Big picture achievers.
The titled aristocracy. The self-
made creators of personal wealth
and family fortunes. Gentlemen
and ladies, none the less. Indi-
viduals who want their museum
to not only thrive, but reflect their
personal sensibilities as well.

All of this is a world far re-
moved from the often grungy
studio life of great painters and
painting tacticians. Museum
boards, like museum administra-
tors, are suspicious of the carica-
tured world of the working artist.

with an enchanting vibe. Settle in on

. one of the comfy couches for a read or browse
X J the beautiful artwork.

3 This unique spot is brimming with rich art

. and literary masterpieces!
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Open Tues.-Sun.
Noon-7 pm

Closed Mondays
6239 N. Clark St.
239-595-7426

awareness  of
transitioning philosophical trends
in such museums, has provided
fertile soil in which to incubate
the cancel culture trends.

Chicago’s public institutions
should not have the protective
domes of secrecy by which such
cancel culture policies come to
fruition.

There would have been no en
masse dismissal of AIC docents
if the scrutiny of the public had
been counted.

Those who influence such off-
kilter cultural brutality would
have been called out, had there
been a true public scrutiny of a
change in museum policies. But
all the public had was the reality
of the changes after the fact.

No time for debate or discus-
sion in our Zoom world. No time
for other points of view to be
aired. Just a woke monologue.

For museum administrators to
condone such tactics adds to the
suspicions of artists and the pub-
lic. And rightly so.

The only opinion that can alter
such tactics is the direct refusal
of valued donors. The halting of
financial support is a powerful in-
centive to rethink bad policy.

Chicago once had powerful
political leaders who would chal-
lenge such misguided public poli-
cies. But alas, we no longer live in
the age of powerful politicos who
champion the public’s conflict
with public institutions.

The AIC’s dismissal of docents
is just such a cancel culture edict.

President

James Rondeau
can claim he and
other adminis-

trators have the
public’s best in-
terests at heart
in such matters.
But Chicagoans
see through this
charade. We can
smell the stink

Bernard Haitink

Rondeau’s raiders. And their new
age museum insiders bent on the
racialization of Chicago’s public
institutions.

But the public is not with
you, Rondeau. Take a gander at
Crain’s Chicago and the Wall
Street Journal. Time to admit fail-
ure, President Rondeau. Time for
the board of trustees to stand up
for Chicagoans. For the docents.
For the men and women who have
given their lives to their beloved
Art Institute.

President Emmanuel Mar-
con of France has dismissed the
cancel culture philosophy as an
American distortion of history
and culture.

He’s right. It’s rewarmed Mao-

cago lasted from 2006 to 2010.

GRAND OPERA: The $195
million foreclosure suit against
the Civic Opera Building is
frightening. Where will Brun-
hilde sing? Where will we doze
during Donezetti? Will dress re-
hearsals go ahead? Where will
we go for our librettos?

MORE CSO: The Chicago
Symphony Orchestra performs
Mozart’s Jupiter Symphony,
his final and possibly one of his
greatest symphonies, on Nov.
4-6. Concertmaster Robert Chen
takes center stage as soloist in
Bruch’s beloved First Violin
Concerto.

CRISTKINDLEMART: The
annual Chicago Christmas out-

ism. Including the
little red books.

The cruel actions
so boldly embraced
by the AIC are a cul-
tural fraud. Unbe-
coming to Chicago.
Out of whack with
our cultural history
and  metropolitan
sense of ourselves.

Chicagoans best
vote with their feet.
Let some of the fi-
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door gift festival in
Daley Plaza, and
Wrigleyville, marks
25 years with items
commemorating the
occasion. From Nov.
19 to Dec. 24.
CHICAGO ART
.| NEWS: So proud of
Norman Baugher,
a superb Chicago
artist, showing his
work at the CAVA
Exhibition at the

nancial support for Timuel
the AIC dry up and

see how quickly the

Dixon
Photo courtesy of Tammy
Webber/Associated Press

Black. SimmerlingGallery,
Beverly Art Center,

2407 W. 11lth St.

bad policies are re-
versed.

Stop shaming artists. Our worst
suspicions are more accurate than
we feared. What’s going on under
Rondeau and company isn’t about
art. It’s about hubris and pride in
the museum itself. And it’s out of
step with Chicago.

What’s the Board of Trustees
for, if not maintaining the good-
will of the citizens of our me-
tropolis?

We have been shamed across
the world. There is no enlight-
enment in your actions. I agree
with my London pal, writer Judy
Birchill, “Woke is the roar of
smug, entitled mediocrities ev-
erywhere.”

CHICAGO TREASURE:
Chicago bid farewell to a great
soul, Timuel Dixon Black, who’s
funeral gathered the friends of a
lifetime for the erudite civil rights
activist and anthropologist. Not
bad for a man of 102. Father Mi-
chael Pfleger was eloquent and
sorrow-filled in his eulogy at rites
for the amazing philosopher of
justice and iconic historian who
was also a real friend to so many
for whom he was a weather vane
of the soul. A public memorial is
set for Dec. 5.

CHICAGO SYMPHONY:
Bernard Haitink, former CSO
principal conduc-
tor, died at 92. He
let music speak
for itself. The
Dutch  conduc-
tor was an unaf-
fected maestro,
27 years as Chief
Conductor of the
Royal Concert-
gebouw Orches-
tra. Began as a

from far away. We taste the shame
caused by a once beloved institu-
tion. We feel the heartbreak and
the anger felt by refined and com-
petent volunteers, expendable by

violinist and oboe player, but best
known for his interpretations of
Gustav Mahler, Anton Bruck-
ner, Ludwig van Beethoven and
Franz Liszt. His career in Chi-

Also, don’t miss the
Old Town Triangle Association’s
Art Exhibition, now thru Dec. 6.
At the Leslie Wolfe Gallery, 1763
N. North Park Ave. Reception 2
to 5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 7.
NEARY’S ON E. 57th
STREET: Jimmy Neary was
but a small broth of a lad when
he came to New York in the late
1950s and became the towel boy
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Trip to Minneapolis
leaves us under-whelmed

Heart
of the ‘Hood

by Felicia Dechter

You can take the girl out of Chicago, but
you can’t take Chicago out of the girl.

That was recently reinforced during
a trip to Minneapolis to see the Rolling
Stones for what I'm sure is their last U.S.
tour.

With a population of just over 429,600,
we shouldn’t compare Minneapolis to Chi-
cago, but I just couldn’t help it. I was defi-
nitely under-whelmed.

I had booked a “city view” room at a
downtown hotel near the US Bank Stadi-
um, which by the way is a five-year-old,
gorgeous, modern, mostly glass venue.

Ooh, I thought, I'm going to have a room
with a view of the city, and Chicago-like
visions started dancing in my head. Out
my ninth floor window, I expected to see
something akin to the beauty of my own
city that I would see from most downtown
buildings... envisioning an area ablaze in
lights shimmering on the Mississippi River,
with beautiful architecture surrounding.

I was thinking of the Chicago River
downtown, and all the significant proper-
ties surrounding it. Or maybe we’d be look-
ing out on a spot that spanned the Minne-
apolis downtown like our Mag Mile. Or
see a historic site like Water Tower.

Well, there was none of that.

We did have a bird’s eye view -- of the
across-the-street Target Center’s mega-lit
jumbotron, which faced our window and
shed lots of unwanted light into our room.

Then there was also the gigantic, painted
Minnesota Timberwolves ad on a building
that we looked directly at too.

Not a lot of beauty and no breathtaking
skyline. No shimmering lights, no Millen-
nium Park or Grant Park or Chicago River
or Lake Michigan or Wrigley Building or
Water Tower or Mag Mile, need I go on?

There was nothing fabulous.

The ‘land of 10,000 lakes’ they say, per-
haps that’s where all the good views are?

We even double-checked with the front
desk guy... “This is a room with a city
view,” I asked?

He assured me it was.

He then relayed that if I had a room a
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There’s no place like home

The Bob Dylan mural was definitely a hlghllght

little further down the hall, I could have
seen more lit-up jumbotrons and a slice of
Target Field, which is where the Minnesota
Twins play.

No thanks, I said. I then thought to my-
self, I’ll stick with the light of just one jum-
botron glaring into my window.

We all know Chicago is a physically
stunning city. [ again realized it’s not fair to
compare it to other, smaller places. There
were a few cool spots, including a very
colorful Bob Dylan mural (I didn’t know
Minnesota was his home state until now);
the Mary Tyler Moore statue, which the
hubby and I playfully decked out in Rolling
Stones gear; the ride along the Mississippi,
which was filled with the beauty of the fall
colors; and the beautifully-restored, circa-
1921 Orpheum Theatre.

While out driving around, we also stum-
bled upon a really unusual, fun place that
aside from the concert was a highlight. It
was a bit out of downtown, in a pink-paint-
ed building. It was called Felicia’s Navidad,
so of course I had to go in. For the upcom-
ing holidays they had just decorated the
entire place in Christmas decorations, and
I do mean the whole place, from floor to
ceiling and even in the bathrooms. It was
Sunday morning, and they had a brand new
-- through Christmas only -- drag show
running with breakfast.

When we arrived the performance had
already started, but we were able to have
a delicious meal served on a platter for two
and I was able to peek in and see the drag
queen performers, who were also totally
decked out for Christmas.

Who’d have thunk it -- that a seemingly
straight-laced town like Minneapolis would
have such an inviting, hip, gay spot?
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Even the Stones fans were different in
Minneapolis. In Chicago, there’s a distinct
buzz among the band’s fans when they come
to town. We’re a rowdy bunch of oldies that
are still turned on by a night of sheer rock

n’ roll performed by our fave band.

The Minneapolis fans were quieter, less
abuzz than ours. Sure, they loved the show,
as they said while they displayed their
Stones t-shirts and gear during breakfast in
the hotel the following morning. But they
were different than Chicago fans. Definite-
ly more tame.

Except for the young people, who are
grabbing with gusto the Stones-love torch
that their parents, and grandparents, are
passing. They had energy, were dressed
to the nines in Stones memorabilia, and
showed us old fogies that it may only be
rock ‘n’ roll, but they really do like it! It
did my heart good to see a generation of
little and big kids at the concert, continuing
on with the legacy of great music that the
Rolling Stones will leave behind.

I realized, as I have so many times before
throughout my life, that it’s hard to top Chi-
cago. It’s almost impossible, if we’re just
talking about its physical beauty.

Maybe we don’t have 10,000 lakes, but
the big one we do have is pretty darn nice.

The best part about our trip to Minneap-
olis was, of course, the concert. The Roll-
ing Stones are still filled with an incred-
ible vitality, although Charlie Watts was
definitely missed. I'm sad to know that this

NOVEMBER 3 - NOVEMBER 9, 2021 « 3

We gussied up the Mary Tyler Moore statue.

could -- and more than likely will -- really
be the last time.
I also re-learned that there’s no place like

HOME see p. 11

Historic Chicago Loop Synagogue Presents

A Concert Fundraiser in Commemoration of Kristallnacht

Historic Chicago Loop Synagogue, 16 S. Clark Street, Chicago
FEATURING

Lawrence Neuman, Viola, and Qing Hou, Violin, Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Maurice Neuman, Cello, Accompaniment
Cantor Susie Lewis Friedman

Cantor David Berger

KAM lsaiah Israel Community Chorale

Cantor Pavel Roytman, Conductor

Kol Zimrah Jewish Community Singers

With Guest Speakers Yinam Cohen, Consul General of Israel to the Midwest
Wolfgang Méssinger, Consul General of the Federal Republic of Germany

The proceeds of this concert will be for the maintenance and restoration
of the Chicago Loop Synagogue. Many sponsorship levels available.

$18 ONLINE / $25 DOOR

For more information and to register, call 312-346-7370
or visit ChiLoopSyn.org/Event/ConcertSeries2021.
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by Don DeBat

The bargain-rate mortgage
boat—carrying home loans with
rates in the mid-2% range—has
officially sailed.

On Oct. 28, benchmark 30-year
fixed home loan average nation-
wide shot up to 3.14% up from
3.09% a week earlier, reported
Freddie Mac’s Primary Mort-
gage Market Survey. A year ago,
the 30-year fixed loans averaged
2.81%.

Meanwhile, the rate on 15-year
fixed mortgages rose to an aver-
age of 2.37% from 2.33% a week
earlier. A year ago, lenders were
quoting a rate of 2.32% on 15-
year fixed loans.

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING
OAUWCChicago.org

21

Ximena

Alban

Real Estate Broker

7300 N. Western
Chicago IL 60645
xralban@gmail.com
www.C21Universal.com
Direct: 773 416-9568
Fax: 773 465-5068

“Es un honor servir
a la comunidad Latinx de Chicago”

ARTISNAL DEEP DISH PIZZA

We make a limited number of pizzas
each day. This ensures we provide
the highest quality product to you.

RESERVE YOUR PIZZA at
www.GeorgesDeepDish.com

6221 N. Clark St.

773-801-1551

Tuesday-Saturday 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Closed Sunday and Monday
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Did many home buyers miss the boat for

bargain

-rate loans?

e

Chicago-area borrowers who move quickly still have a chance to lock in bargain mortgage rates, reports Rate-Seeker.com.

On July 22—only three and a
half months ago-would-be home
buyers and families seeking to re-
finance had a chance to lock in a
30-year fixed mortgage at 2.78%.
And, 15-year fixed mortgages hit
a record-low average of 2.10%
nationwide on July 29.

Thirty-year fixed-mortgage in-
terest rates ended 2020 at a rock-
bottom 2.66% —the lowest level
in the Freddie Mac survey his-
tory, which began in 1971. Home-
loan rates set new record lows for
an amazing 16 times in 2020, and
tens of thousands of homeowners
refinanced.

“The yield on the 10-year
Treasury note has been trend-
ing upward due to the decline
in new COVID cases, increasing
consumer optimism, as well as
broadening inflation and persis-
tent shortages,” said Sam Khater,
Freddie Mac’s chief economist.

The Freddie Mac survey is
focused on conventional, con-
forming, fully amortizing home-
purchase loans for borrowers who
place a 20% down payment and

has excellent credit.

Analysts said long-term mort-
gage rates are creeping higher
because of rising interest rates on
10-year Treasury notes, which hit
1.64% in mid-October. The 10-
year Treasury-note rate was only
1.26% on July 29th.

By early November, the Fed-
eral Reserve is expected to an-
nounce a timetable for reduc-
ing its monthly bond purchases,
which have kept mortgage rates
at ultra-low levels for much of the
past 18 months.

A recent forecast by the Mort-
gage Bankers Assoc. projects 30-
year fixed home-loan rates to rise
to 4% by the end of 2022. The
National Association of Realtors
also sees rates moving higher,
reaching 3.5% by mid-2022.

“Mortgage rates are rising, but
purchase demand remains firm,
showing that latent purchase de-
mand exists among consumers,’
noted Khater.

Chicago-area borrowers who
move quickly still have a chance
to lock in the following bargain

rates as of Oct. 28, reports Rate-
Seeker.com.

* Gateway Capital Mortgage in
Chicago was quoting 2.760% on
30-year loans and 2.125% on 15-
year mortgages with a 3% down
payment and a $595 loan fee.

e First Savings Bank of
Hegewisch was quoting 2.684%
on a 30-year loan and 2.1% on a
15-year loan with 20% down pay-
ment and a $570 loan fee.

e Rate Rabbit was quoting
2.790% on a 30-year loan and
1.875% on a 15-year mortgage
with 20% down. However, the
loan fee is $1,900.

Mortgage-rate history

Archives of the now-defunct
Federal Housing Finance Board
show long-term mortgage rates in
the 1960s were not much higher
than the Great Depression, when
lenders were charging 5% on
five-year balloon loans.

Nearly six decades ago, be-
tween 1963 and 1965 you could
get a mortgage at 5.81% to 5.94%.
Between 1971 and 1977, the now-

defunct Illinois Usury Law held
rates in the 7.6%-t0-9% range.

In the early 1980s, run-away
inflation caused home-loan rates
to skyrocket over the moon. Ac-
cording to Freddie Mac, bench-
mark 30-year mortgage rates
peaked at a jaw-dropping 18.45%
in Oct. 1981 during that Great
Recession.

Rates finally fell below 10% in
April of 1986, and then bounced
in the 9%-t0-10% range during
the balance of the 1980s. Twenty-
two years ago—in Aug. 1999—
when some of today’s Millennial
borrowers were in diapers, lend-
ers were quoting 8.15% on a 30-
year fixed mortgage. Back then,
that seemed like a good deal.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.

Census data shows Loop
is fastest-growing Chicago neighborhood

The Loop is fastest-growing
downtown in the USA, according
to a new report based on 2020
U.S. Census

BY STEVEN DAHLMAN
Loop North News

The population of the Loop is
“booming and diversifying,” ac-
cording to a new report by the or-
ganization tasked with attracting
people to the Loop and accelerat-
ing its economic recovery.

Chicago Loop Alliance [CLA]
says 42,298 people now live in
the Loop, a 44.5% increase from
2010. If you count the Near North

Side, Near South Side, and Near
West Side, 244,455 people live
downtown, representing 8.9% of
Chicago’s population but in just
4.6% of the city’s total geograph-
ic area.

CLA says over the past 30
years, downtown Chicago has
grown faster than the downtown
area of any other American city.

“The pandemic showed us the
importance of the Loop continu-
ing to trend toward a mixed-use
district with a healthy residen-
tial population to support the
storefront economy,” said CLA
President/CEO Michael Edwards.
“This is a trend we’ve seen in
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downtown Chicago for years, but
the Census data puts hard num-
bers to the idea and shows just
how fast this residential growth is
happening — faster than any other
Chicago neighborhood.”

All racial and ethnic groups
recorded population gains, says
CLA, particularly Asian and
Hispanic residents. The number
of Asian residents increased by
87.8%. Hispanic residents in-
creased by 74.2%.

Ben Creamer, co-founder and
managing broker of Downtown
Apartment Co., says there has
been “a healthy recovery” of the
downtown rental market. He says
more leases for Loop apartments
have been signed since January
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2021 than in all of 2020. Rental
prices, he says, have increased 17
to 29%, depending on the size of
the apartment.

“We continue to see tremen-
dous job growth in the city’s ur-
ban core,” said Creamer, “and
that has led to an influx in relo-
cations from out of state, as well
as a higher-than-normal demand
from locals looking for apartment
homes located in the heart of the
city.”

He says a common thread
among renters driving the growth
is the desire to live close to res-
taurants and work, even if they
are not in the office every day.
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Much of gambling today
is done online and off site

Casino bids were due Oct. 29 on the City
of Chicago’s request for proposal for its
first in-city casino. The city has received
five proposals from three different bidders
for consideration in developing a casino-
resort and entertainment complex. The li-
cense will be awarded the city’s sole casino
owner’s license.

The deadline was originally set for Au-
gust, but was extended to allow potential
applicants additional time to construct bids
that incorporated the city’s wish list.

The new casino will be allowed to pro-
vide gambling and “ancillary functions”
like sports betting, while a permanent ca-
sino complex is designed and constructed;
and an optional lease and license agree-
ment will be offered to operate electronic
gambling machines at O’Hare and Midway
airports.

The following applicants have submitted
proposals:

¢ Bally’s Corp. submitted two proposals
for two different sites; its casino operations
would be self-managed.

* HR Chicago, LLC submitted a pro-
posal for a single site; its casino operations
would be managed by an affiliate, Hard
Rock International.

e Rivers Chicago at McCormick,
LLC submitted a proposal for a single site;
its casino operations would be managed by
Rush Street Gaming, LLC.

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

City receives five bids for downtown casino,
but will gamblers really show up?

* Rivers 78 Gaming, LLC submitted
a proposal for a single site; its casino op-
erations would also be managed by Rush
Street Gaming, LLC.

Three gaming companies submitted bids,
with Rush Street Gaming — co-founded by
Chicago native Neil Bluhm — submitting
two proposals for single sites called Riv-
ers Chicago at McCormick and Rivers 78
Gaming. Rush Street co-owns Rivers Ca-
sino with Churchill Downs International
in Des Plaines, which is the top revenue
generator among the 10 casinos currently
operating in Illinois.

According to a 2019 Associated
Press report, casino industry’s
leaders see a shift to computer
or smartphone sports bets
that could amount to 90%
of all sports action happening
within the next 10 years.

According to Chris Altruda, a betting
and gambling sportswriter with ESPN,
“Bally’s purchased Jumer’s Casino in Rock
Island for $120 million in October 2020.
The other bid was submitted by Hard Rock
International, which was somewhat of a
surprise considering it opened Hard Rock
Northern Indiana in Gary — less than an
hour’s drive from downtown Chicago”
in May and is currently constructing a ca-
sino in Rockford.

The state’s 10 casinos have generated

New round
of rental assistance opens Nov 8

Governor JB Pritzker announced on
October 27 that, having disbursed the first
round of the Illinois Rental Payment Pro-
gram (ILRPP), a new round of rental assis-
tance for Illinois residents will be opening
Monday, November 8.

This second round will provide $250
million in assistance to Illinois renters im-
pacted by the COVID-19 pandemic using
federal funds from President Joe Biden’s
American Rescue Plan stimulus package.

While the second round ILRPP applica-
tion will be similar to the first, there will
be a few changes. There will be no sepa-
rate application windows for landlords and
tenants, so either can begin their applica-
tion November 8. The assistance will now
cover up to 18 months of rental payments,
including up to 15 months of missed pay-
ments and three months of future pay-
ments.

Priority will be given to tenant house-
holds with low incomes and to those who
have been unemployed for more than 90

days. Housing Choice Voucher holders will
also now be eligible for assistance.

ILRPP rental assistance is available to
all eligible renters in Illinois regardless of
immigration status. This assistance is not a
“public charge” benefit.

Before the application portal goes live
IDHS is also offering a rental assistance
program with no deadline. They can also
connect you with organizations offering
assistance with utility bills, medical assis-
tance and additional services. Learn more
about these programs at www.illinoisren-
talassistance.org

IDHS has also created a state-funded
network of 16 non-profit organizations pro-
viding free legal aid, mediation services
and other resources for those facing evic-
tion. For assistance, visit EvictionHelpIlli-
nois.org. or call (855) 631-0811.

For more information about these pro-
grams and to receive the latest updates
on the second round of ILRPP, go to illi-
noishousinghelp.org.
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nearly $865 million in adjusted revenue
through the first nine months of the year,
resulting in close to $162 million in tax rev-
enue. That figure, though, is overshadowed
by profits originating from video gaming
terminals [VGTs], which are banned in
Chicago. VGT revenue has totaled more
than $1.8 billion in 2021, with state tax re-
ceipts totaling more than $623 million.

Illinois also has received $47.9 million
in sports betting tax receipts through the
first eight months of 2021 via $319.4 mil-
lion in operator revenue from more than $4
billion in wagers placed.

Land-based gambling in Chicago has
been debated for over 30 years, and a
downtown Chicago casino may now be-
come a reality just as many gamblers these
days have transitioned in using smartphone
apps and VGT’s to gamble with. Most gam-
bling industry experts believe that within
a decade mobile devices and the internet
will be the dominant avenues for bettors
seeking access to sports wagering.

According to a 2019 Associated Press
report, casino industry’s leaders see a shift
to computer or smartphone sports bets that
could amount to 90% of all sports action
happening within the next 10 years.

Ever since the 2018 Supreme Court rul-
ing allowing sports betting, about 80% of
that action is now made online.

In New Jersey - the first state to offer le-
gal mobile wagering - online betting sites
FanDuel and Draft Kings control 83% of
the sports betting market.

So winning the bid for a land-based Chi-
cago casino is not without risk.

The selected bidder will hope to incor-
porate its property into the Chicago’s cul-
tural scene, and struggling local economy.
One of the biggest challenges to the plan
is that the city’s RFP is asking for the bids
to include a new hotel with at least 500
rooms, just as Chicago suffers from a glut
of downtown hotels, with some 26 hotels
now in - or soon filing for - bankruptcy
protection. The RFP also says that the city
will not reject a proposal that does not
include a hotel with a minimum of 500
rooms.

The holder of the casino license has the
opportunity to operate a temporary casino
for up to 24 months (subject to a 12-month
extension) and, thereafter, a permanent ca-
sino located in the City. The winning ap-
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6200 N. Broadway will get new life soon.

Historic Edgewater
corner now
a holiday pop-up

After 90 years of existence, Granville
Picture Framing and Gallery Arts, 6200 N.
Broadway, closed in 2017. After three years
as a vacant storefront, the iconic Edgewa-
ter corner is now finding new life again as
a holiday pop-up store.

City Grange, a plant and gardening store,
hopes their pop-up plant store will gener-
ate enough sales to support opening a per-
manent shop in 2022.

The City Grange Holiday Pop-up will
open Thursday, and operate from 10
a.m.-6 p.m. Wednesdays through Sundays,
through Dec. 21.

Granville Picture’s signature vintage art
deco sign has remained a beloved land-
mark of Edgewater even while the property
was vacant. The goal all-along was to find
a tenant who would preserve the original
sign and architecture.

City Grange says that they plan to use
the space to sell their landscaping services,
organic plants, tools and gardening sup-
plies.

This location would be their third City
Grange in Chicago, they are also operat-
ing in Lincoln Square and Beverly. If they
choose to make the store a full time busi-
ness they would reopen in March.

plicant must apply to the state for the own-
er’s license and meet the state’s licensing
requirements.

Now that RFP responses have been re-
ceived, a review committee made up of a
cross-section of City departments will de-
termine the recommended winning bidder.
This recommendation will be made by the
review committee to Mayor Lightfoot who
will make the final determination.
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Vandals hit the Hideout

The well-known and beloved bar
and music venue Hideout, 1354 W.
Wabansia Ave., has been vandalized
twice in the past month, the clubs
owners reported on their Instagram
page.

The first incident was on Oct. 4
when someone cut the electrical
cables, stole the ComEd meter, and
left an unsigned note with what the
Instagram page describes as “anti-
vaccination rhetoric” taped to the
empty meter box.

The second incident was on Oct.
17, when they claimed that white-su-
premacist symbols and graffiti were
spray painted on their glass block
windows, front door, and a neigh-
bor’s building. Police are investigat-
ing, and owners say the Hideout has
increased safety measures, includ-
ing security and perimeter cameras.

Man who exposed himself
near Old Town school is arrested
after robbing CTA passenger
of a phone so he can watch porn
The man who was seen pleasur-
ing himself while watching children
arrive for class at an Old Town ele-
mentary school Oct. 27 was arrested
two days later after he robbed a Red
Line CTA passenger of a phone so he
could watch porn, prosecutors said
Oct. 30.

N i c k
George, 50,
also swung a
box cutter at

aMag Mile se-
curity guard
who tried

to  remove
him from the
property in a
——————— separate in-
cident on Oct. 29, Assistant State’s
Attorney Patrick Ferrell said during a
bond court hearing.

As if all of that weren’t enough,
court records show George has
been AWOL from a pending felony
burglary case for the past month.

Ferrell said George rode a bike
into an alley on the 200 block of W.
Scott around 7:43 a.m. Oct. 27 and
watched students arrive at Franklin
Fine Arts Academy about 300 yards
away. Video shows Ferrell pulling
down his pants to fully expose his
private areas, and he appears to
masturbate for “several seconds”
before pulling his pants up, Ferrell
said.

George then climbed onto a wall
and looked into the window of a
nearby home, but the resident con-
fronted him, and George rode away
on the bike, according to Ferrell.

CPD released a community alert
about the incident with two images
from surveillance footage on Oct.
28.

Around 6:10 a.m. the next day,
George pulled out a box cutter and
swung itat a security guard who was
escorting him out of the Ritz Carlton
Hotel, 160 E. Pearson, because he
was eating and drinking merchan-
dise in the gift shop, Ferrell said. The
guard was able to step out of the
way and was not injured.

Finally, at 12:50 p.m. Oct. 29,
George snatched a man’s phone on
the Clark-Division Red Line CTA plat-
form, causing the victim to stumble
and fall, Ferrell said. When police
arrested George a short time later,
he admitted to taking the phone to
watch porn. George also admitted to
pleasuring himself near the school

Nick George

and identified himself in surveillance
images, Ferrell said.

Prosecutors said George has two
previous convictions for indecent
exposure in Pennsylvania. He is on
probation for possessing a stolen mo-
tor vehicle in Wisconsin, according to
Ferrell.

George served in the Navy from
1990 to 1994 and is currently unem-
ployed and homeless, according to
his public defender, Courtney Small-
wood.

Prosecutors charged George with
felony charges of robbery and public
indecency near a school. He is also
charged with misdemeanor counts
of aggravated assault with a deadly
weapon, battery, and theft. Judge
Susana Ortiz set bail amounts totaling
$40,000 in the three cases. She said
George must go onto electronic mon-
itoring if he can post a 10% deposit to
get out of jail.

He is not immediately eligible for
release, though. Ortiz also ordered
him held without bail for violating the
terms of bail in a pending burglary
case. Court records show a judge is-
sued an arrest warrant for George
when he failed to appear for that case
on Sept. 29.

Two OK after being shot at
inside Wrigleyville parking garage

Two men escaped injury after
someone shot at them inside a Wrig-
leyville parking garage Oct. 20, police
said.

The men, both 27, were inside a
multi-level garage on the 3500 block
of N. Clark when two offenders fired
shots at them and then drove away
in a silver car around 1:24 a.m., a CPD
spokesperson said.

Neither victim was shot, but bullets
damaged the parking garage and a
parked car. Officers found shell cas-
ings on the second floor of the ga-
rage.

CPDsurveillance cameras reported-
ly show the gunmen leaving in a silver
Dodge Charger with temporary Texas
license plates that traveled north on
Clark then east on Addison.

Video from the garage showed
the driver is a Black male who stands
about 6-feet tall and has dreadlocks.
He wore a dark t-shirt with white let-
tering and faded jeans. The passenger
is a heavy-set Black male who wore a
white tank top with dark jeans. No ar-
rests have been made.

Volkswagen linked to a series
of robberies slams into
a cop car in Ravenswood

A stolen Volkswagen Jetta that po-
lice have linked to a string of armed
robberies in Wicker Park, Bucktown,
and nearby areas wandered into
North Center and Ravenswood on
Oct. 19, and there are some interest-
ing developments to report.

Around 7:30 p.m., police who re-
sponded to a call of a person shot on
the 3900 block of N. Western found
a 16-year-old boy with a gunshot
wound to his leg. Officers arrived in
time to see the stolen Jetta driving
away from the scene. Cops stopped
the car on the 4300 block of N. Lin-
coln, but it rammed a CPD tactical
car and sped away, a separate crash
report said.

Police eventually found the Jetta
abandoned with its engine running
on the 4500 block of N. Winchester.
Officers reportedly saw blood on the
back seat and front passenger area,
leading investigators to suspect that
whoever was driving the car dumped
the injured 16-year-old on Western
Ave.

Meanwhile, the teen told police
that he was shot by someone who
fired from a black Kia sedan as he
stood on the 300 block of N. Western
Ave. In fact, police did receive several
calls of shots fired in that area around
6:55 p.m., according to dispatch re-
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Bicyclist who threatened to shoot man
who blocked his path in Boystown pleads guilty

In 2016, Anthony McKenna posted
a graphic photo online showing inju-
ries to his left leg moments after he
was shot. Friends and family mem-
bers posted responses that urged
McKenna to change his ways.

“That’s your wake-up calll,” one
advised. “You're too good of a man to
surround yourself with this sh*t! Feel
better & thank God you're alive!”

The well-intentioned coaching did
not bear fruit.

In July 2019, while riding his bike on
the 3800 block of N. Broadway, McK-
enna allegedly threatened to shoot
a man who blocked his path. He has
now pleaded guilty.

Police said McKenna got off his
bike, threatened to beat the man,
then displayed a handgun in his
waistband while threatening to shoot
him, too.

The victim moved. Then, he
flagged down a passing police officer
to report the incident and then rode

Anthony McKenna (inset).

around in a squad car looking for the
man who threatened him.

Police arrested McKenna, now 39, a
short time later in the parking lot of
Jewel-Osco, 3531 N. Broadway. They
found a handgun inside a trash can
that McKenna used near the store,
police said.

According to court records, McKen-
na pleaded guilty to one count of be-
ing a felon in possession of a firearm.
Prosecutors agreed to drop three oth-

er felony charges in the deal. Judge
Catherine Haberkorn sentenced
McKenna to four years.

The judge gave him credit for 770
days spent in custody before plead-
ing, and the state cut his sentence
in half for good behavior.

Records show he reported to the
Stateville Correctional Center on
Aug. 26 and was released the same
day.

cords.

The boy was listed in good condi-
tion at Advocate lllinois Masonic Med-
ical Center.

On Oct. 24 police were looking
for a stolen Volkswagen Jetta with a
license plate beginning with CE296
in connection with a series of armed
robberies that morning in Bucktown.

On Oct. 28, the Jetta was used
again by a group of armed men who
committed more robberies in Buck-
town, Little Italy, and Tri-Taylor, not
far from where the 16-year-old was
shot. Another robbery spree swept
through Bucktown and Wicker Park
a few hours later, but it involved gun-
men who used a dark-colored SUV, ac-
cording to police reports.

Detectives are investigating the
shooting and robberies. According
to a source, the 16-year-old remained
under police guard as a possible sus-
pect as of late Friday night.

Suburban man slugged
a 15-year-old and carjacked
the kid’s mom
outside Goose Island restaurant
Prosecutors have charged a sub-
urban man with punching a 15-year-
old boy during a carjacking while an
accomplice pulled the teen’s mother
from the family car outside a restau-
rant near Goose Island on Oct. 25.
The teen drove his mother to the
restaurant on the 800 block of W.
Chicago and stepped inside to pick
up their food
order around
6:44 p.m. While
he was inside,
- an  unidenti-
fied  woman
. dragged  his

—_— 1' 49-year-old
- i

mother  from
Douglas Cluchey

ES

their 2011
Honda  Pilot,
stomped on her foot, and claimed to
have a gun, prosecutors said.

Meanwhile, Douglas Cluchey, 34,
who lives in an unidentified suburb,
allegedly jumped into the driver's
seat.

When the boy rushed outside to
investigate the commotion, Cluchey
punched him in the face. Cluchey and
the co-offender allegedly drove away
with the victims’ car.

Police located the SUV on a parking
lot in suburban Hillside by tracking a
GPS device. The car was “filled with
drugs and used needles,” and Cluchey
was in the driver’s seat, a prosecutor
told Judge Maryam Ahmad during a
bond hearing.

A surveillance camera recorded
the carjacking, and Cluchey’s distinc-
tive tattoos are visible in the footage,
prosecutors said. But neither the boy

nor his mother could identify Cluchey
as the carjacker.

Dispatch records indicate the vic-
tims initially described the carjackers
as a White male in his mid-40’s who
wore a black sweater and White fe-
male in her mid-30’s who wore blue
jeans.

Doctors at St. Mary’s Hospital treat-
ed the boy for a concussion and the
mother for an injured ankle and con-
tusions on her body.

Cluchey is charged with aggra-
vated vehicular hijacking with a vic-
tim under the age of 16 present and
vehicular hijacking. He has been
convicted of four felonies since 2010:
two burglaries, mob action, and theft,
prosecutors said.

Judge Ahmad denied the state’s
request to hold Cluchey without bail.
Instead, she ordered him held in lieu
of $100,000. He must post 10% of that
amount to get out of jail on electronic
monitoring.

Bicyclist attacked in Edgewater,
then saved by helmet when a Jeep
runs over his head

The video is horrifying.

A 69-year-old bicyclist, knocked
unconscious by a car passenger, falls
to the pavement and his head comes
to rest directly in front of another ve-
hicle’s rear tire.

The driver of the second car pulls
forward and runs over the uncon-
scious bicyclist’s head.

But the biker is saved from certain
death by his safety helmet. In fact, he
regained consciousness at the scene
and could even tell police what he re-
membered about the incident, which
all stemmed from a dispute over a
discarded Chipotle bag, according to
a CPD report. He was listed in serious
but stable condition at Advocate Illi-
nois Masonic Medical Center.

The confrontation happened Oct.
27, around 2:37 p.m. in the middle of
the intersection at Hollywood and
Kenmore avenues in Edgewater.

The bicyclist, who lives nearby,
told police he was waiting for a red
light to change on northbound Ken-
more when he saw someone dump
a Chipotle bag from a gray Audi, the
report said.

He pedaled over, picked up the
bag, and placed it onto the hood of
the car.

He remembered seeing the Audi’s
passenger-side door open as he tried
to pedal away, but the next thing he
remembered was waking up on the
sidewalk instead.

Investigators reviewed the video to
figure out what happened: After be-
ing punched in the head, he fell into
the side of a Jeep Cherokee that was
stuck in traffic, then hit the ground

with his head coming to a rest just
in front of the Jeep's left rear tire.

The Jeep “drive[s] forward while
the rear driver’s side tire rolls over
the head of [the bicyclist],” an offi-
cer wrote.

The Jeep's driver pulled over
about 10 feet past the bicyclist. He
then got out, walked the bicyclist
out of the roadway, and drove away,
according to the report.

Crash-and-grab burglars target
Gold Coast boutique

Thieves rammed a Nissan Maxima
through the front doors of a high-
end Rush St. boutique Oct. 29, then
stole thousands of dollars worth of
purses and other merchandise from
inside, police said.

The bold crash-and-grab crew
targeted DIOR, 931 N. Rush around
1:05 a.m., according to police and
witnesses.

After breaching the front door,
three men entered the store and
collected merchandise before es-
caping in a black Audi. They left the
Nissan, which is stolen and bears
a fake Indiana license plate, at the
scene.

Many stores in the downtown
areainstalled shatterproof windows
and specially-designed entrances to
minimize the risk of crash-and-grab
burglaries after waves of looting
struck the area last year.

When a reckless driver crashed a
car into the same store this summer,
prosecutors said the reinforced
display window he struck weighed
3,000 pounds.

Shoplifting mobs have repeat-
edly raided luxury boutiques like
DIOR, Gucci, ikram, and Laurent
during business hours to steal purs-
es from display shelves.

Police released a video last week
of two men swiping armloads of
handbags from Bottega Veneta, 800
N. Michigan. It was the second time
the store fell victim to theft teams in
a month.

On Oct. 13, up to 10 young
thieves raided the Saint Laurent
store at 11 E. Walton around 11:27
a.m. and stole merchandise worth
about $35,000, according to an ini-
tial estimate.

In August, a 73-year-old security
guard was critically injured when a
shoplifting mob knocked him to the
ground at Salvatore Ferragamo, 645
N. Michigan. Crews also hit Burberry
and Moncler in September.

The DIOR store may hold the re-
cord for the biggest loss to a single
shoplifting raid. The retailer lost an
estimated $100,000 worth of goods
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BY JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois

Statehouse politicians seem to
have finally felt the heat from the
dramatic increase in murders and
shootings in the state over the last
two years.

Gov. JB Pritzker signed an ex-
ecutive order Nov. 1 classifying
ongoing gun violence in Illinois
as a public health crisis and an-
nounced his intent to include
greater funding for violence-pre-
vention initiatives in upcoming
budgets.

At a news conference Mon-
day in Chicago, Pritzker touted
the Reimagine Public Safety Act
which became law in June and
aims to create a “comprehensive
approach to ending Illinois’ fire-
arm violence epidemic,” accord-
ing to the act.

The Chicagoland area has seen
a dramatic increase in shootings
and murders in 2021, anywhere
from a 50% to 100% increase
from 2019 - depending on whose
numbers you trust.

The rise in Chicago violence
has gathered nationwide attention,
leaving Chicago as the ‘worst-
case’ example every other city
compares their problems to. “Gun
violence is devastating communi-
ties, neighborhoods, blocks and
families,” Pritzker said. “Moth-
ers, fathers, brothers, friends, are
experiencing senseless tragedies
in the deaths and serious injuries
of their loved ones.”

The violence is much worse in
Black and Brown communities,
Pritzker said. “Young Black men
die from gun violence at a rate
20 times higher than their White

counterparts. This must stop,” he
said. “In every region of the state,
in communities large and small.”
The governor blamed the problem
on “the history of institutional-
ized racism in housing, health
care, job opportunities and family
support services that shaped this
moment.”

Pritzker said this year’s state
budget includes $50 million to
fund the programs laid out in the
act, adding that his administra-
tion will push for another $100
million to be allocated to it each
of the next two years.

All told, the state has invested
$507 million in violence preven-
tion, diversion and youth employ-
ment programs for the current
fiscal year, including $125 mil-
lion funded through the federal
American Rescue Plan Act.

One of the major tenets of the
Act is that it creates the Office
of Firearm Violence Prevention
within the Illinois Dept. of Hu-
man Services to coordinate the
state’s violence prevention efforts.
That office, and its assistant sec-
retary of firearm violence preven-
tion, has grant-making authority
to distribute the state funds to vio-
lence prevention organizations.

The state plans to begin issuing
notices of funding opportunity in
the final two months of this year,
with a goal of outreach ramping
up by summer 2022.

Pritzker named Chris Patter-
son to head the violence preven-
tion effort at IDHS. One of his
responsibilities will be to focus
on the most violent neighbor-
hoods in Chicago and across the
state as measured by the number
of per capita shootings from 2016

Man fatally shot
while driving in Lincoln Square

A 4l-year-old man was shot
and killed as he drove in Lincoln
Square on Oct. 25, police said.

He was driving with two pas-
sengers when a gray SUV pulled
alongside them on the 5300 block
of N. Western around 5:10 a.m. A
gunman opened fire on their car
from the passenger seat of the
SUYV, and one bullet struck the
victim in his chest.

The victim lost control of his
car, crashed into a building on the
5200 block of N. Western, and
then ran into a nearby gas station

where he collapsed onto the floor,
according to a CPD report. He
later died at St. Francis Hospital
in Evanston.

A 44-year-old man who was in
his car suffered minor injuries in
the crash. The second passenger,
a 47-year-old man, was not in-
jured.

Police said the gunman’s car,
which may have been an older
model Acura, fled the scene.

Area Three detectives are in-
vestigating.

By CWBCHICAGO
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to 2020.

“Our work will begin in the
most impacted communities in
Chicago and across the state,”
Patterson said Monday. “This will
include high-risk youth interven-
tion services, violence prevention
and interruption, and trauma re-
covery.” He said his office will

The rise in Chicago
violence has gathered
nationwide attention,

leaving Chicago

as the ‘worst-case’

example every
other city compares
their problems to.

help “experts and grassroots or-
ganizations connect to people at
the highest risks of gun violence
victimization and take strong
measures to reduce their exposure
to chronic gun violence.”

He said he expects to be able to
provide grants to organizations in
22 areas of Chicago and 15 com-
munities across the rest of the
state. “Those organizations must
take a data-driven approach to ad-
dressing the most violent areas.”

Each year, the office must re-
port to the General Assembly on
Jan. 1, explaining the investments
being made and making further
recommendations on how to end
gun violence.

Youth development programs
in violent areas will be a major
part of the law’s implementation
as well.

State Sen. Robert Peters [13th],
whose name often appears on
the state’s criminal justice poli-
cies, ushered the policy through
the Senate. “This is a big win for
working class Black, Latino and
rural White communities,” Peters
said. “The status quo policies are
failing us. We see this in every
corner and every ZIP code of our
state. The status quo agenda is
bad for public safety. We are see-
ing young people who are stuck,
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Pritzker order calls gun violence a public health crisis

State plans prevention approach, aims at youth crisis intervention

who are hurting, asking us to step

up.”

Rep. Justin Slaughter [27th], is
the bill’s House sponsor. He said
it will take more than state action
to curb gun crimes and shootings.
The new law and the executive
order from the governor, Slaugh-
ter said, are part of an essential
effort to redefine gun violence as
a health crisis which “is all about
the social determinants of health.
And what that means is educa-
tion, economic development,
housing, public health, environ-
ment. It’s all of these different is-
sues and factors.”

He hopes Illinois may be a na-
tional leader in gun violence and
shooting prevention.

“As we [push] new and innova-
tive ideas, fiscal responsibility is
ever paramount. And it’s abso-
lutely critical that we engage in
programs that are proven to be
effective.”

Pritzker’s executive order is
designed to help expedite imple-
mentation of the Act and to lay
out some of the expectations for
collaboration between state agen-
cies.

The news conference came
the Monday after the General
Assembly’s fall veto session ad-
journed, and after Democratic
committee chairs failed to call a
number of public safety reforms

A COMEDY THAT TAKEE

and sentence enhancements for
committee hearings. That pack-
age included a bill that would
appropriate $100 million to the
Illinois Law Enforcement Train-
ing and Standards Board to fund
grants to local departments for
gang violence, carjacking and
motor vehicle theft prevention, as
well as officer staffing.

Those reforms also pushed for
measures eliminating good time
sentence reductions for someone
who brought a weapon to a penal
institution or attacked a law of-
ficer.

Another  Republican-backed
bill that Democrats refused to
discuss would require a mini-
mum 10-year sentence for aggra-
vated discharge of a firearm, use
of a stolen or illegally acquired
firearm in an offense, unlaw-
ful possession of a weapon by a
felon, armed habitual criminal
offenses, or aggravated hijacking
or carjacking. A second such of-
fense would have come with a life
sentence.

GOP leaders have criticized
Democrats for not even allow-
ing the public safety reforms to
have a public hearing. Peters and
Slaughter, however, have been
critical of the GOP push, which
Peters alluded to Monday as an
effort to “double down on the sta-
tus quo.”
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Uptown hospital partners
with Chicago House Soccer Club
to preview robotic-assisted
surgical unit

Chicago House Director of Community Engagement, Mary Beth Johnson,
players Sefan Mijatovic, Drew Connor, Dr. Sebastian Ko, and Head Coach
CJ Brown.

o LM

Ald. James Cappleman [46th] at the preview of the Chicago Center for
Orthopedics and Robotic- Assisted Surgery at Weiss Hospital.
Photos courtesy of Neil Gates Photography

Weiss Memorial Hospital’s
Chicago Center for Orthopedics
and Robotic- Assisted Surgery
hosted an open house Oct. 7,
where guests had an opportuni-
ty to get an inside look into the
state-of-the-art Orthopedics Unit
opening later this year.

The event included interactive
demonstrations of the advanced
robotic-assisted technology from
Weiss’ renowned Orthopedic
Surgeons including Thomas Mc-
Nally, MD and Medical Director
of the Spine Center for the Ortho-
pedic Unit, 4700 N. Marine Dr.

Dr. McNally specializes in
minimally invasive and robotic
surgery, including pediatric and
adult spine surgery, disc her-
niations, spinal stenosis, cervical
spine, thoracolumbar spine, sco-
liosis, kyphosis, and spondylolis-

thesis.

The event spotlighted Weiss’
recent partnership with the Chi-
cago House Athletic Club, Dr.
Sebastian Ko, orthopedic surgeon
and sports medicine specialist,
and the club’s lead team physi-
cian.

The Orthopedics Unit will
be opening later this year with
new advanced robotic-assisted
technology. The unit will allow
surgeons to visualize patients’
anatomy, pre-plan surgical pro-
cedures in 3D, robotic guidance
throughout procedures, and as-
sists in pain reduction and rapid
recovery.

For more information visit
www.weisshospital.com/our-ser-
vices/orthopedics/, or call 847-
703-0529.
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Sherrill Bodine with Laura Lein Cavanaugh.

Jim Belushi and Pat Lynch.

RONDEAU from p. 2

at the NY Athletic Club. A long
way from Ireland with $100 in his
pocket. But over a lifetime of hard
work and bright humor he created
and ran one of New York’s most
erudite and delicious restaurants
where no one got in without a coat
and tie. Over time his American
comfort food, pot roast, steaks,
corned beef and cabbage, tanta-
lized the likes of Ted Kennedy,
Gov. Hugh Carey, Mayor Ed
Koch, Jimmy Roosevelt, actress
Maureen O’Hara and a host of
neighborhood writers and celeb-
rities. We met when I wrote a Hi-
bernia magazine piece about the
him 25 years ago. He had the first
page made into the cover of the
menu. I never missed the chance
to stop by for lunch

Sardinia and Corsica... Heath-
er Farley and Mamie Walton
brightening the Peninsula with
their gabfest... Ikram Goldman
lifting the crowds to their feet
stirring up the songs at the Chi-
cago Theater and in Milwaukee at
the Pabst Theater... Coach Mike
Ditka marking another birth-
day... Artist Adam Handler is
thrilled to be showing his work
at Art Taipei, he’s at booth JO4...
Whitney Reynolds interviewed
the amazing director, writer and
actress Rebecca Hall... North-
ern Irish actor, director, writer
Sir Kenneth Branagh joined
Chicago Film Festival folk to
screen his newest, Belfast, auto-
biographical, and to receive its

lifetime achievement award...
Congrats to man-about-town
Frank  Jeffrey

or a drink. He was
a great soul and a
leprechaun of an
Irishman. He was a
lovely friend. New
York, and I, will

miss him.

WHO"’S
WHERE: Con-
grats to Anna
Mednick chosen
for the rowing team
at tony Colgate

Univ., rowing with
all the Ivy League

Sir Kenneth Branagh

on a birthday and
cozy French din-
ner with pals Lu-
cien and Melinda
Lagrange...Chef/
restauranteur Ja-
son Hammel of
Lula Cafe tossing
his toque into the
ring and teaching
cooking to a new
generation of Chi-
cagoans... Nikki
Friar displaying
the cozy autumnal

teams at the race
at the Head of the Charles... At-
torney Jacqueline Beth Carroll
has accepted a job with the Simon
Wiesenthal Center to work with
her mentor Alison Pure-Slovin
on a daily basis, as the Midwest
Region’s Senior Manager... Al-
phawood Foundation Chicago
announced Chirag G. Badlani as
its Executive Director, succeeding
Jim McDonough... restauranteur
Gordon Sinclair said the perfor-
mance of the new and very differ-
ent Swan Lake at the Auditorium
Theater was as good as it gets.
NYC eat your heart out... Chris-
tie’s Steven Zick celebrating the
first @christiesinc Chicago fall
preview of NY auction highlights
since the you-know-what began,
thanks to Paige Kest, B. Brennan
and Poodle Baker for fabulous
dinner... Bill Zwecker and Tom
Gorman just back from Rome,

Iyt

MB LUXURY GROUP

Fueury Home Fervices

Check out our podcast
Switching Gears where Maggie
and Curt chat with some of our

favorite Chicagoans

feel of Marchesa’s
Cave... Russ Goeltenbodt, a
guest interview for Cabaret Beat,
was as always surprisingly in-
formative and entertaining. See
him at Drew’s on Halsted... Sean
Eshaghy and Denis John Healy
with  Jennifer McGuinness
Wetrz out on the town at Touche
Bar in New Orleans, LA... Anne
Kavanagh with Dan Herbert
and Dan Karmin at Bank the
Blue, sold out event raising mon-
ey for mental health assistance for
police officers... Patrick Lynch
surprised at the Cub’s game when
Jim Belushi sat beside him...
Shelley Howard with the lads
at Tavern on Thursday (set your
watches) with Jim Coston, Den-
nis Donn, Larry Wright, Jay
Barksdale and Dr. Glenn...
Candace Jordan, hardest work-
ing reporter in town, at Water
Tower helping Maria Pappas

+

mbluxurygroup.com

properties

=@

pass out her property tax goodie
bags... Ken Norgan dining with
neighbors, Mara and Matt Olav-
son at Dusek’s in Pilsen... Writer
Lucia Adams lunching at Lux
Bar with her pal, Joyce, visiting
from Phoenix AZ... Congrats
to famed Chicago attorney Jack
Goggin celebrating a big birth-
day making him a treasured wise
man.

BIRTHDAY GIRL: All the
stops and champagne corks were
pulled out for Sherrill Bodine’s
Ralph Lauren Bar & Grill birth-
day fete. Barb Bailey organized a
superb tribute to the birthday girl
with Lauren Lein Cavanaugh,
Tina Gravel, Bethany Florek,
Rosemary Fanti, Chad Willetts,
Jennifer Sutton Brieva, Julia
Jacobs and this reporter.

WEISS NIGHT: The very first
Weiss Night with Chicago House,
Nov. 6 at 7:30 p.m. will be held at
SeatGeek Stadium, 7000 S. Har-
lem Ave. in Bridgeview. Chicago
Center for Orthopedics is the of-
ficial healthcare provider for the
professional soccer team Chicago
House AC. For tickets call Jerry
Henley 773-564-5884 or email
jhenley@weisshospital.com.

CHICAGO CABARET: The
audience was knocked out at The
Jazz Showcase performance of
“Our House,” an ensemble show
presented by Multi-award winner
Arny Granat and his talented
wife, Irene Michaels, who is also
a top 10 finalist in the Streeter-
ville got talent contest.

CHIP OFF THE OLD
BLOCK: Peter and Michelle
Thompson could not be more
proud of their St. Ignatius Prep
soccer loving son, William
Thompson, who with his team-
mate pal, Jack Lowe, helped
bring the Prep School to the state
playoffs. No surprise, he’s the
great grandson of Mayor Rich-
ard J. Daley who’d be bursting
with pride.

RIGHT RECIPE: Celia Mag-
dolin had just the right recipe for
Halloween for an easy to make
kid’s friendly Chex Mix treat.
She shows lots of promise in the
kitchen.

There is one thing I do miss
in L.A. I love autumn.

-- Christoph Waltz

tog515@gmail.com
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Why luxury retlrement communities in Chicago are thriving

The Clare has no equal

Active seniors today want to make the
most of their later years, exploring mu-
seums, attending performances and con-
tinuously learning. That’s what makes
luxury retirement communities in Chi-
cago so alluring. They provide a high-
end living experience in close proximity
to some of the world’s greatest shopping,
theatres, fine dining and more.

The Clare is a prime example of the
appeal of luxury retirement communi-
ties in Chicago. The community serves
as the pinnacle of luxury retirement liv-
ing in the Gold Coast neighborhood,
promising an inspired, vibrant lifestyle
for all residents who call The Clare
home. From extravagant apartment
homes and superb restaurants to unpar-
alleled services, amenities and location,
The Clare has no equal.

Within The Clare

Luxury retirement living in the Gold
Coast begins within The Clare, a 53-
story high-rise community in the heart
of Chicago. Here, you will encounter no
shortage of opportunities for socializa-
tion, relaxation and exploration.

For instance, The Clare has four dis-
tinct dining venues with gourmet of-
ferings developed by renowned Chef

The CIare at 55 E. Pearson St. offers enriching activities in the heart of the Gold Coast.

Hagop Hagopian, ensuring dining experi-
ences unlike any other. Classes, lectures
and group fitness fill the calendar each day
to promote engagement, enrichment and
physical activity. And amenities ranging
from concierge services and transportation
to housekeeping and maintenance enable a
stress-free lifestyle. These perks are all in
addition to the large, well-designed apart-
ments in which residents live, enjoying
views of Chicago or Lake Michigan.
Another significant advantage of luxury
retirement living in the Gold Coast at The
Clare is the guarantee of life care, a unique

City puts pressure
on seniors to take the jab

On Oct. 29 the Chicago Dept. of Pub-
lic Health [CDPH] announced a num-
ber of initiatives aimed at encouraging
seniors to get vaccinated, including the
launch of a marketing campaign featur-
ing stories of Chicago seniors who made
the choice to get vaccinated.

While vaccination rates in Chicago
are steadily increasing, rates among
seniors, especially those 70 and older,
continue to lag.

If the city’s numbers are to be trusted,
all totaled 76.6% of Chicagoans age
65 and older have received at least one
dose of vaccine. However, just 60% of
Latinos age 65 and older have received
at least one shot, compared to 71% of
Black and 77% of White seniors.

Overall, Chicagoans in their 50s are
the most vaccinated group.

“Data continues to show that seniors
are at greatest risk of severe illness and
death from COVID-19, and vaccination
offers the best protection,” said CDPH
Cmsr. Allison Arwady, M.D. “We need
to do everything we can to ensure that
Chicago’s senior population is protect-
ed.”

CDPHs efforts will include a market-
ing campaign called Neighbors for Life
that features stories of seniors who have
chosen to get vaccinated explaining why,
alongside volunteers who have worked
to connect seniors with vaccines.

In addition to the stories, the cam-
paign invites seniors to call the City’s
COVID-19 hotline at 312-746-4835 to
learn about the vaccine, get their ques-
tions answered, and otherwise get sup-

port in receiving a vaccine.

Greeting cards are also being sent to se-
niors across the city, in partnership with
AARP Illinois. The cards remind seniors
how easy it is to get vaccinated through
Protect Chicago At Home, which brings
vaccines straight to your door. In addition
to the direct mailing, cards will be distrib-
uted by Meals on Wheels and through se-
lect community partners.

The City is reaching out to individu-
als who received in-home vaccinations
throughout the duration of the program to
begin scheduling in-home appointments
for booster doses, starting with homebound
Chicagoans and seniors who received in-
home vaccinations earliest. To make an ap-
pointment, call 312-746-4835 or register at
Chicago.gov/AtHome.

In addition to first doses, CDPH is also
encouraging seniors to receive a COVID-
19 booster dose.

It is important to “encourage seniors to
start their COVID-19 vaccine series, I also
want everyone over age 65 to get a booster,”
said Dr. Arwady. “While vaccines continue
to do a fantastic job of preventing hospi-
talization and death, we have seen some
fall off in protection in those who are in
the oldest age groups or who have underly-
ing medical conditions —