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The Home Front

(Second of two articles on condo-
minium law.)

Sadly once again Illinois law-
makers seem to have rigged the 
system to benefit the profiteers 
over local property owners.

The tough, new Florida Con-
dominium & HOA Act—the first 
state condo law to impose crimi-
nal penalties on violators—also 
requires large associations to post 
financial data on an Internet-ac-
cessible webpage, experts say. 

“Florida condominium associa-
tions with 150 or more units now 
are required to publish financial 
reports on a web page that is ac-
cessible via password only to unit 
owners and association employ-
ees,” noted Sara E. Benson, man-
aging broker of Benson Stanley 
Realty, and president of Associa-
tion Evaluation, LLC, a Chicago-
based real estate data-analytics 
firm.

“If it is proven that documents 
were denied to owners in order 
to hide fraud, those responsible 
could face felony charges under a 
condo-law clause that takes effect 
in July of 2018,” Benson said.

In Illinois, Section 22.1 of the 
state Condominium Property 
Act requires owners to provide 
various documents and records 

Why do local 
property management firms 

charge ‘hefty fees’ 
for condo documents?

Florida Condo Act 
requires website access 
to documents

to owners and prospective buyers 
who request them. This includes 
governing documents, statements 
concerning reserve balances, liti-
gation, and insurance and disclo-
sure of anticipated capital expen-
ditures, which could lead to costly 
special assessments.

Currently, Illinois law allows 
associations to charge sellers a 
“reasonable fee” for out-of-pocket 
costs for providing the informa-

HEFTY FEES see p. 4

The future of the Second Church 
of Christ Scientist Building, 2700 
N. Pine Grove, will be the topic of 
a community meeting held at the 
church 6:30 p.m. Nov. 14. Host-
ed by the 43rd Ward Office and 
the Park West Community Assoc.

While the church owns the 
building, the condition of that 
building and costs associated with 
maintaining it have escalated to 
the point where they say it is no 
longer financially feasible for the 
building to remain in operation. 
Ald. Michele Smith says that at 
this time, there have been no rede-
velopment proposals presented to 
her office and that, “This meeting 
will not be regarding a potential 
redevelopment of this site. Rather, 
the church has recently engaged a 
Consultant to facilitate the re-use 
of the property, and they would 
like to present the next steps in 

Community meeting Nov. 14 on fate 
of Lincoln Park church property

Photo by Garrett Karp

their process, as well as an over-
view of the immediate future of 
the property, to the community.”

For more information call 773-
348-9500.

Fame changes 
a lot of things, 
but it can’t 
change a lightbulb. 

— Gilda Radner

BY CHRIS LENTINO

The 10th anniversary of Chi-
cago’s smelly parking meter deal 
appears to be the gift that keeps 
on giving, and it is local taxpayers 
who are footing the bill.

The City has announced it will 
pay $20 million to Chicago Park-
ing Meters LLC [CPM] in 2018 on 
top of the meter revenue that will 
be collected, due to a provision in 
the contract. Under the terms of 
the deal, the city must reimburse 
CPM annually for lost revenue as 
a result of spaces being temporar-
ily taken out of service for con-
struction, special events, security 
and even for spots reserved for the 
disabled.

According to Molly Poppe in 
the City’s Budget office, the 2018 
payment will rise 16.3% from the 
payment made in 2017.

The terms of the sale of Chi-
cago’s parking meters extends un-
til 2083. That deal, negotiated by 

Taxpayers in for $20 million 
in 2018 parking meter fees

former Mayor Richard M. Daley 
and passed in City Council with 
only one “no” vote [by 32nd Ward 
Ald. Scott Waguespack], requires 
reimbursements when construc-
tion projects temporarily take 
parking meters out of service. The 
companies leading those events 
and projects must pay the city 
to help with the “true-up” costs. 
However, the albatross of a con-
tract remains. New money will be 
paid to CPM for every meter shut 
down for street fairs, music festi-
vals, security needs, and standard 
street maintenance and construc-
tion project. 

Under the terms of that 2008 
contract, the City Council agreed 
to raise parking meter rates for 
CPM as part of a five-year sched-
ule, including a quadrupling of 
rates in the first year alone. This 
has left Chicago with the most ex-
pensive on-street parking rates in 
the country today.

And taxpayers have little to 

show for it as Mayor Daley used 
up the proceeds of the parking 
meter sale to fill annually budget 
gaps. Now nearly all of the $1.157 
billion received from the sale of 
the parking meters is gone.

Since taking over the meters, 
CPM has received nearly $1 bil-
lion in revenues and is expected to 
make back its initial $1.15 billion 
investment by 2020. These num-
bers don’t account for the annual 
“true-up” payments, which have 
now exceeded $100 million in to-
tal revenue since the deal started. 
These payments, alone, will nearly 
cover the initial investment, leav-
ing Chicago taxpayers on the hook 
to cover for billions in lost parking 
meter revenue. Barring any un-
foreseen changes to the contract, 
the city’s residents will be making 
payments on this deal for the next 
65 years.

The Lakeview community is 
unveiling a giant new mural at the 
six-point intersection of Belmont, 
Ashland and Lincoln avenues, 
underwritten by the Lake View 
Chamber of commerce and Spe-
cial Service Area [SSA] #27, and 
painted by Chicago-based artist 
Anthony Lewellen.

Funded by property taxes col-
lected by SSA #27 as part of the 
City of Chicago’s Year of Public 
Art, the massive 4,000 square-foot 
mural celebrates Lakeview at an 
intersection that has historically 
served as the geographical center 
of the neighborhood. Lewellen was 
raised in Lakeview, went to Lake 
View High School and has been a 
prominent figure in the Chicago art 
scene for decades, drawing inspi-
ration for his design from the place 

Giant new mural unveiled in Lakeview
he once called home. According to 
Lewellen, the central female fig-
ure in Lake View personifies the 
neighborhood itself. 
“Her hair flowing like 
waves, towers above 
the surrounding trees 
and buildings and in 
her reflected gaze, we 
see the horizon clear, 
blue, open and full of 
possibilities,” he said.

Lake View is one of 
several works of art be-
ing introduced by SSA 
#27 this fall. As part of 
its ongoing Low-Line 
project, which will introduce new 
plazas beneath the CTA Brown 
Line ‘L’ tracks and eventually 
connect Southport and Lincoln 
avenues with a continuous path-

way, the SSA has used some of 
the tax money they’ve collected to 
commission four Low-Line Mural 

Walls at the Southport 
Plaza that will show-
case original works by 
local artists exhibiting 
on massive canvases 
that will be on display 
year-round. The SSA 
and community part-
ners recently unveiled 
the Low-Line murals, 
featuring work by 
Chicago-based art-
ist Sentrock, and also 
hosted an original, 

site-specific art installation titled 
Octopus’s Graveyard that was on 
display for one-night only on Oct. 
26.

Chicago-based artist 
Anthony Lewellen.

The massive new 4,000 square-foot mural at Lincoln, Belmont and Ashland avenues celebrates Lakeview at an 
intersection that has historically served as the geographical center of the neighborhood.

Condo documents can be demand-
ed multiple times in a single trans-
action with each party requesting a 
fee that could range in cost from as 
little as $200 to a whopping $1,250 
or more for each party requesting 
documents.

Fame changes a lot of things,  
but it can’t change a lightbulb. 

— Gilda Radner

by Chris Lentino

The 10th anniversary of Chi-
cago’s smelly parking meter deal 
appears to be the gift that keeps 
on giving, and it is local taxpayers 
who are footing the bill.

The City has announced it will 
pay $20 million to Chicago Park-
ing Meters LLC [CPM] in 2018 on 
top of the meter revenue that will 
be collected, due to a provision in 
the contract. Under the terms of 
the deal, the city must reimburse 
CPM annually for lost revenue as 
a result of spaces being temporar-
ily taken out of service for con-
struction, special events, security 
and even for spots reserved for the 
disabled.

According to Molly Poppe in 
the City’s Budget office, the 2018 
payment will rise 16.3% from the 
payment made in 2017.

The terms of the sale of Chi-
cago’s parking meters extends un-
til 2083. That deal, negotiated by 
former Mayor Richard M. Daley 
and passed in City Council with 
only one “no” vote [by 32nd Ward 
Ald. Scott Waguespack], requires 

Taxpayers in for $20 million  
in 2018 parking meter fees

reimbursements when construc-
tion projects temporarily take 
parking meters out of service. The 
companies leading those events 
and projects must pay the city 
to help with the “true-up” costs. 

However, the albatross of a con-
tract remains. New money will be 
paid to CPM for every meter shut 
down for street fairs, music festi-
vals, security needs, and standard 
street maintenance and construc-
tion project. 

Under the terms of that 2008 
contract, the City Council agreed 
to raise parking meter rates for 
CPM as part of a five-year sched-
ule, including a quadrupling of 

rates in the first year alone. This 
has left Chicago with the most ex-
pensive on-street parking rates in 
the country today.

And taxpayers have little to 
show for it as Mayor Daley used 
up the proceeds of the parking 
meter sale to fill annually budget 
gaps. Now nearly all of the $1.157 
billion received from the sale of 
the parking meters is gone.

Since taking over the meters, 
CPM has received nearly $1 bil-
lion in revenues and is expected to 
make back its initial $1.15 billion 
investment by 2020. These num-
bers don’t account for the annual 
“true-up” payments, which have 
now exceeded $100 million in to-
tal revenue since the deal started. 
These payments, alone, will nearly 
cover the initial investment, leav-
ing Chicago taxpayers on the hook 
to cover for billions in lost parking 
meter revenue. Barring any un-
foreseen changes to the contract, 
the city’s residents will be making 
payments on this deal for the next 
65 years.

Streeterville’s famous Engine 98 
Firehouse, 202 E. Chicago Ave., 
turned  115 years old last week 
and was feted by staff, friends and 
neighbors. 

Along with Engine 98’s Cap-
tain Pat Maloney and crew, Ald. 
Brian Hopkins [2nd], staff from 
the nearby Ritz-Carlton Hotel, 
Christy Weber Landscapers, and 
nearby neighbors all stopped in to 
help celebrate the anniversary and 
restoration of the memorial garden 
adjacent to the Firehouse.

Restoration work took place 
over two days with the help of 
volunteers, who received E ngine 

Streeterville Engine 98 gets memorial grounds  
make-over, new Blue Heron sculpture

98 T-Shirts as a small token of ap-
preciation for their hard work. 

Engine 98 is one of the best 
examples of historic municipal 

firehouse architecture in Chicago. 
The fire station is just steps away 
from one of the busiest tourist at-
tractions in the city, but is often 

Soon to be added to the Firehouse 
memorial garden is the famed Blue 
Heron’s sculpture from the nearby 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel. 

overlooked in favor of its neigh-
boring buildings. 

Granted, those buildings are the 
magnificent John Hancock Cen-
ter and the Chicago Water Tower, 
but the fire station deserves a look 
too, especially considering how 
closely its design fits in with the 
water tower, and the old pump-
ing station building. Of course, it 
should fit in as it was constructed 
with stone from the same quarry, 
and has a similar medieval castle 

Restoration work took place over two days with the help of volunteers, who 
all received Engine 98 T-shirts.

engine 98 see p. 16

story on page 4

The terms of the sale of 
Chicago’s parking meters 
extends until 2083. That 

deal, negotiated by former 
Mayor Richard M. Daley, 

passed in City Council  
with only one “no” vote  

[by 32nd Ward  
Ald. Scott Waguespack].

“We know the Blue Herons 
are widely recognized  
in the neighborhood  

and we are honored to  
add them to this garden,”  

said Peter Simoncelli.
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I’m not sure if Lewis Carroll, 
the author of “Through the Look-
ing Glass,” (Alice in Wonderland) 
was a good cook or not. It was, af-
ter all, the Victorian Era. But the 
writer does display a raucous tea 
party scene in that beloved work. 
And he goes on to give a further 
clue to the unbridled spontaneity 
of perfect entertaining in his po-
etic conversation between the car-
penter and the walrus:
“The time has come,” the Walrus 
said,
“To talk of many things:
Of shoes--and ships--and sealing-
wax--
Of cabbages--and kings—”

I believe Carroll offers here the 
three essential rules for the per-
fect dinner party. A varied menu, a 
wide-ranging table of topics, and, 
of course, a creative guest list.

I’m a lucky boy in being gifted 
with remarkable friends. And most 
of them are great cooks. Cooking 
in many ways is the glue that con-
nects us. 

Our love and respect for cook-
ing and the food that’s produced 
has, of course, made for many re-
markable dinner parties, some for-
mal. Plans arranged weeks in ad-
vance so that hard to snag friends 
can be available. But more often 
than not, many dinner parties are 
rather spontaneous. Just a phone 
call away and a trip to the shops. 
I thrive on these. And as much as 
I love cooking, I also delight in 
being an invited guest. I love the 
anticipation.

My circle of friends are all at 
home in the kitchen, comfortable 
putting a great meal together and 
capable of conversation during the 
final preparations with guests sip-
ping wine in the kitchen. 

No doubt about it, dinner parties 
are a special event, a unique cel-
ebration of culinary intelligence 

The perfect dinner party
and taste. And the seasons add 
their own character to the design 
of the meals. Temperatures drop 
and ovens turn on. Risottos are 
stirred. Salads are tossed. Small 
pumpkins are roasted. Cheese is 
grated. Corks are popped.

Saturday night dinner parties 
are the best. Maybe it’s the luxu-
ry that time allows that makes it 
so. Just as Sunday dinners are so 
comfort-oriented and casual, no 
matter how brilliant the menu. As 
we move more deeply into Au-
tumn, I have had dinner parties on 
my mind. 

I’ve been looking forward to 
planning some dinner parties, cre-
ating menus that will please, with-
out ostentation or gimmickry. The 
same can be said for the guest lists. 
A core group of friends around the 
table is essential, bringing people 
together who would make good 
dinner mates for each other. Peo-
ple who would enjoy the pleasant 
spontaneity of some new people 
sharing food. Their creative en-
ergy is often contagious. No one 
in Chicago is really a stranger. 

Chances are most folk you know 
have some experience or knowl-
edge of people I know. Lassoing 
them together for dinner is just a 
nice way to let them meet. 

Conversation is a dinner party’s 
essential resource and delight. 
When the food is good and the 
wine is tasty, the conversation 
flows. Usually. People you like 
should have few difficulties with 
each other. The talk is best when 
it is easy. Engaging. Humorous. 
And a tad irreverent. “Le mieux 
le vin, le mieux la conversation.” 
(The better the wine, the better the 

By Thomas J. O’Gorman

talk.) That’s certainly the opinion 
of the French.

I’ve also been thinking about 
the table for dinner parties. I used 
to believe having a round table 
was essential. But I’m done with 
round. It’s always like a free for 
all. Or worse, one person monop-
olizes all talk. No room for cross 
talk or small talk with the person 
you’re next to. I’d rather many 
little conversations than a lecture 
from one guest. I like a good mix 
of bubbling guests. Unafraid to 
interrupt. Bold in their opinion. 
Outrageous in their humor. People 
who are wise enough to get it. 
People of charm and grace. Other-
wise why invite anyone at all? 

My mind has been putting to-
gether menus. Comfort food. Sa-
vory, flavorful, balanced and well-
timed. Things that can roast while 
guests are engaged.

I’m thinking of a starter course 
of small, individual cheese souf-
flés. With that a small arugula sal-
ad with a homemade vinaigrette. 
Followed by a lobster pie, crispy 
pastry filled with sweet lobster 
and creamy sauce. A touch of tar-
ragon and lots of shallots in the 
French mode. Roasted asparagus, 
peppery and thin as can be. All 
served with a good white Burgun-
dy. For dessert roasted apples with 
cardamon, red chillies and creme. 
And some Portuguese white Port. 
That’s menu one.

Another menu I want to do be-
gins with Irish Smoked Salmon 
with traditional homemade brown 
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bread and chopped egg and paper-
thin red onion. Served with a good 
Portuguese white wine or small 
glasses of Guinness. Then roasted 
bone-in loin of pork with savory 
sage and onion stuffing in a sherry 
and rosemary glaze. Roasted car-
rots in fresh thyme and creamed 
cabbage. Also apple compote 
with red pepper flakes. A lovely 
red wine, an Amarone (Italian), 
should be served with that. Later 
some peppermint buttercream 
cake and a Guinness night cap. 
That’s menu two.

The third menu starts with home-
made squash raviolis with burnt 
butter and sage leaves. Maybe a 
few toasted pine nuts and shaved 
aged Pecorino Toscano cheese. 
Served with an Italian white wine, 
like Vernaccia di San Gimignano. 
Cold. Then roast leg of lamb 
with rosemary and aromatic veg-
etables, served pink with savory 
bread crumbs. An American corn 
pudding and roasted celery and 
scallions. A dry Spanish red is per-
fect for this. Something like Clos 
Erasmus. Dessert is roasted spiced 
pears with Irish whiskey glaze and 
cream. You’ll insist on more Clos 
Erasmus.

Of course for smaller gatherings 
there’s veal goulash infused with 
fresh paprikash, caraway and sour 
cream. And buttered noodles, with 
braised red cabbage and apple. 
Hungarian red wine is the perfect 
match. Then cherry strudel for 
dessert.

Thoughtful menus work. Good 

for thinkers and eaters. It should 
loosen tongues and palettes and 
taste buds. The savory courses 
gliding all assembled through the 
banter of dining. Talk of art and 
travel and music and politics and 
religion and scandals and baseball 
and gossip and recipes. 

As for dreaming up a creative 
table… who would I invite if I 
could get any Chicagoans I want 
to my table? After some thought, 
I have come up with the perfect 
guests: Maestro Riccardo Muti 
from the CSO and the Lyric Op-
era’s Sir Andrew Davis. Then 
the Art Institute’s Gloria Groom, 
curator of European painting. Of 
course, the great American sculp-
tor from Lill St., Richard Howard 
Hunt and Zurich Esposito from 
the American Institute of Archi-
tects. The painter, Layne Jackson 
and journalist Bill Zwecker for all 
the inside info he has. Architect 
Helmut Jahn, the abulous PR ma-
ven Dori Wilson. And me. Chill 
the Champagne!

What an assemblage of fun folk. 
Just the right balance for a winter’s 
feast. People of thought and taste 
to warm a table in the frosty cold. 
The real star, I am sure, would be 
Chicago itself, seen from the wide 
display of careers and endeavors. 
Likes and dislikes. All the bows 
and curtain calls of Chicago life. 
I imagine the creative banter and 
reconciling unfinished thoughts 
and humorous asides. Graceful 
manners speaking frankly, sharing 
the quest for solutions to the ineq-
uity of everyday living, no matter 
how much you work. 

Dinner parties always seem to 
have the grace of restoring a bit 
of enlightenment. The welcome, 
the food, the wine, the fragrance 

THE BIRTH  
OF  THE MOSCOW MULE:  
In a story that is now legend, 
in 1941, Jack Morgan of Cock 
and Bull Ginger Beer was 
sitting with John G. Martin  
of Hublein and Rudolph Kunett, 
the President of Smirnoff. 
They were experimenting, 
putting their heads together 
on the invention of a new 
cocktail. Ultimately they added 
Smirnoff Vodka to Ginger Beer 
on crushed ice with a healthy 
squeeze of fresh lime. Adam Umbach

dinner party see p. 8

MAN-JO-VINS
JUST  GOOD  FOOD

HOT DOGS • ITALIAN BEEF • HAMBURGERS   
FRESH CUT FRIES • ICE CREAM & SHAKES

hours: 
Tuesday-Friday: 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

Sat. & Sun.: 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Closed Mondays

Established 1953
3224 N. Damen Ave.  
at Damen & Melrose

773-935-0727

Spicy roast apples, elegant and pungent.

Lobster Pie, a savory main course 
that delights.
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Among a some-
what nondescript 
and rundown 
commercial strip 
on Lawrence Ave. 
sits a corner spot 
that’s changing the 
face of its block. 

Rojo Gusano, 
a hip and trendy 
Mexican restau-
rant at 3830 W. 
Lawrence Ave., 

stands out among the crowd, not just for 
what owner Rafael Pineda has done to the 
inside and outside of the building, but also 
for the savory bites he’s dishing out. 

Pineda opened the place a little over a 
year-and-a-half ago, and hopefully, other 
nearby business owners will take notice and 
follow suit and gussy up their properties 
also. His food, I recently found out, is as 
yummy as his décor. 

Gusano brings an elevated, global-fusion 
spin to the simple street foods of Mexico 
and Latin America. The restaurant’s motto 
is simple: “Life is like a road trip. Enjoy 
each day and don’t carry too much bag-
gage.” 

My friend and I started out with the Por-
tobello mushroom empanadas, which were 
some of the best empanadas I’ve ever eat-
en. They came out steaming hot and juicy 
with mushrooms and cheese and a delicious 
sauce. We gobbled them up. 

After not being able to make up our mind 
on which guacamole to try, we ordered a 
combo. My favorite was the Spicy Pumpkin 
Seed, with chipotle and caramelized pine-
apple. Yet the other flavors, the Fiery Haba-
nero with radish and mango and the Serrano 
Pico de Gallo, with Serrano pepper, onion, 
tomato and cilantro were also delish. 

Next we munched on a Jicama and mango 
salad made with arugula, farmer’s cheese, 
cherry tomatoes, red onion, pumpkin seeds, 
and a house-made dressing. The mango and 
the dressing perfectly complemented each 
other and made for a refreshing cool treat. 

Choosing from an array of global taco 
mash-ups, we split a bunch of tacos, like 
Korean BBQ Beef; Arrachera (steak); 
Braised short rib; mixed mushroom; Chick-
en Tinga, all served in various ways. Like 
the rest of the food on the menu, the tacos 
were reasonably priced at $3.75 each, and 
I liked that going to Rojo Gusano doesn’t 
break the bank. The food was not expensive 
and very tasty. 

By the time we got to dessert we were too 
full to move but couldn’t resist the Choc-
olate Tamal, with Mexican and Belgian 

Hungry? Check out Rojo Gusano or the 3 Arts Café

Heart  
of the ‘Hood
By Felicia Dechter

chocolate filed flourless cake with vanilla 
bean ice cream. 

We waddled out of Rojo Gusano, full and 
happy. If you try it, hopefully you will too. 

*** 
Another spot worth mentioning is the 3 

Arts Club Café, which is the courtyard café 
located inside Restoration Hardware in the 
landmarked former Three Arts Club proper-
ty, 1300 N. Dearborn Pkwy. Although it has 
been there a while now, it was my first time 
being in the building since its renovation 
and all I can say is, wow! Restoration Hard-
ware did a phenomenal job and it looks as 
if money was no object and they spared no 
expense. The lighting is fabulous, the court-
yard looks incredible, and the food at the 
café, although a bit pricey, was amazing. 

I ventured down there with my grand-
daughter, Shannon, and her other grandma, 
Nana. (One thing they should think about is 
a kiddie menu. It’s the only aspect lacking). 
I ordered a burger, which was a little expen-
sive, I thought, at $19. Nana ordered a $17 
grilled cheese, which again is a little high in 
cost. I felt I was paying extra for ambiance. 
But it was well worth it. 

The place is gorgeous. Shannon was in 
awe of all the beauty. (Although they are 
very brave to have white couches there with 
children coming to eat!) The food was ex-
cellent, but we especially liked the choco-
late ice cream, which was rich and creamy 
and filled with little chocolate chunks. And 
for Nana’s birthday, they brought out (for 
free) three, warm and dripping chocolate 
chip cookies that were regularly $9 on the 
menu. 

Go there for the décor but stay for the 
food and especially the desserts. It’s the 
perfect place for a holiday shopping break. 

Got a toy? Spread some joy… at the 
Rogers Park Presbyterian Church, 7059 

N. Greenview Ave. The church is collect-
ing new and gently-used toys for its Christ-
mas toy giveaway for needy children. Help 
some kids have a very Merry Christmas by 
dropping off a little something on Saturdays 
and Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

At the head of the class… is Chicago 
Math and Science Academy teacher Angela 
Kinney, who was recently honored by the 
Univ. of Chicago with its Outstanding Edu-
cator Award. 

Kinney teaches AP, Honors, and regular 
Chemistry classes, as well as College Read-
iness Science at the school, which is located 
in East Rogers Park. First-year students are 
asked to nominate an educator who has in-
fluenced them, challenged them, or helped 
them grow intellectually. 

The U of C received hundreds of letters 
from students inspired by their teachers 
who have changed their lives and taught 
them to think outside the box. Kinney’s 
acknowledgement marks the first time a 
CSMA teacher received this award. 

“We are thrilled to have this honor be-
stowed on Ms Kinney,” said Irene Bermu-
dez, community engagement coordinator at 
the school. “She is one of the most dedi-
cated teachers at our school. She lives and 
breathes science and that passion registers 
resoundingly with her students. We are very 
happy she has received this well deserved 
recognition.”

Kinney said the award “is an amazing re-
minder of how important our work as teach-
ers is to our students, and what impact we 
have on their future.” 

We send our heartiest congrats! 

To market, to market… Emanuel Con-
gregation’s Annual Fair Trade Holiday Mar-
ket will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Nov. 
12 at 5959 N. Sheridan Rd. in Edgewater. 
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Chicago Math and Science Academy’s award-
winning teacher Angela Kinney.

Rafael Pineda, owner of Rojo Gusano. This cool little community event features 
handmade items from local artisans in ad-
dition to handcrafted fair trade items from 
other countries. 

Sexual healing… Psychotherapist Kel-
ley Kitley, who also gives talks throughout 
Chicago on how to improve sexual intimacy 
in your relationship after having a baby, has 
teamed up with G Boutique owner Cheryl 
Sloane for an event being held from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m., Nov. 16 at Serendipitous Psycho-
therapy LLC., 737 N.  Michigan Ave. 

Kittley said she is gathering a group of 
women to enhance sexual intimacy in their 
marriage. There’s been so much negativity 
in the news lately related to sexual assault, 
harassment and rape that she wanted to take 
a spin on a “sex positive” event. 

“Every woman should come because ev-
ery woman needs to own their sexuality and 
deserves to have a healthy sexual relation-
ship,” said Kittley. 

Sloane will bring her top sex toy products 
from G Boutique, 2064 N. Damen Ave., and 
explain how to use them. Space is limited.



inside Publications4  • November 8 - november 14, 2017

Condo-mania!
420 W. Belmont #8E, CORNER 1BR w/BALCONY  $169,900

420 W. Belmont #28F, Rehabbed 1BR    $149,900

300 N. State #2608, MARINA CITY 1BR   $219,900

3821 N. Narragansett # 2W, CORNER 2BR w/BALCONY  $119,900

Condomania!

773.770.7002

3200 N. Lake Shore DR Unit 603   
This Harbor House west-facing 1 BR has approximately 900 sq. ft., large living room, 
separate dining area, terrific closet space. White modern cabinetry, Quartz counters, 
Stainless Steel appliances, porcelain tile, updated bath w/ Quartz counter, under-mount 
sink, porcelain tile. Full-amenity bldg. with 24-HR doorman, indoor pool, fitness center, pet 
friendly. Owner has pre-paid monthly assessment until the end of 2017.

3150 N Sheridan Rd Unit 4C
Upgraded 1350 sq. ft., 2 bed/2bath condo; including wood flooring/baseboards; Master 
Bedroom carpet; Master Bathroom shower, vanity & sink; remodeled kitchen; freshly 
painted throughout. Kitchen is light & bright with a southern exposure window and open to 
a large living room and dining room. Escape to an outdoor space without leaving the unit by 
walking onto the large 15 foot balcony off the Living Room, with views of Belmont Harbor.

3500 N Lake Shore Dr Unit 15D
Elegant 1920’s Co-Op waiting for further Restoration. This 2 bedroom + Den, 2 Full Bath-
rooms preferred unit has both East & West Exposures with outstanding Lake views. Wide 
Gallery Entry, leads you to Large Living Room with beautiful decorative Fireplace, Spacious 
Formal Dining Room. Space Pac A/C , and In-Unit Washer/Dryer Hookups.

SOLD

*Dine in only. One drink minimum. Food specials start at 4pm  
unless otherwise noted. Some restrictions may apply.
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NOVEMBER SPECIALS
MONDAY: Trivia at 7:30 p.m. in Main Bar
$5 Glasses of Wine, 1/2 Price Bottles of Wine, $5 Ketel One Cocktails,  
$4 Modelo Drafts, $5 Burgers - Choose Your Protein!
(Cheese and Fries Included)*

TUESDAY: $3 Coors Light & Miller Lite Drafts, $4 Well Cocktails,  
$4 Lagunitas IPA & Stella Drafts, $5 Jumbo Wing Basket (10)*

WEDNESDAY: Karaoke in Lucy’s at 9 p.m.
$1 Coors Light & Miller Lite Bottles, $4 Well Cocktails,  
$5 Grape & Cherry Bombs, $4 Tequila Shots

THURSDAY: Trivia in Lucy’s at 8pm
$10 Domestic Pitchers, $4 Select Craft Brews, $ Guinness Drafts,  
$5 Jumbo Wing Basket (10)*

FRIDAY: $5 Bulleit Shots & Cocktails, $4 Stella Drafts

SATURDAY: $6 Ketel One Cocktails, $6 Bloodies, Jumbo Screwdrivers, 
White Trash Mimosas, $5 Select Drafts

SUNDAY: $8.95 Cincinnati Chili Bar
$6 Tito’s Handmade Vodka Drinks, Bloodies, Jumbo Screwdrivers,  
White Trash Mimosas, $4 All Domestic Bottles, $4 Modelo Drafts,  
$12 Boomers, $6 Jumbo Wing Basket (10)*

tion. Buyers, attorneys and real 
estate brokers often ask for extra 
documents such as meeting min-
utes and budgets. 

Lenders also require a question-
naire to be filled out before grant-
ing a mortgage to condo buyers.

Often, sellers, brokers, attor-
neys, appraisers and lenders are 
referred to an on-line website por-
tal to choose the documents they 
need, which are provided in an 
electronic format by a third-party 
servicer or management company 
for a hefty fee.

The sales of the documents are 
then recycled multiple times in a 

single transaction and each party 
requesting them pays the fee. A 
resale disclosure package, which 
includes documents listed in Sec-
tion 22.1, could range in cost from 
as little as $200 to a whopping 
$1,250 or more for each party re-
questing the documents. Benson, 
who recently was charged $700 
for a paid-assessment letter, is 
outraged.

“How is it legal for a for-profit 
management company to resell 
documents that belong to unit 
owners in a not-for-profit condo 
association?” Benson asked. “The 
money is not going to the condo 
association. It’s paid to the man-
agement company or third-party 
provider—entities that do not own 
the documents.”

Benson believes that providing 
documents should be included in 
the management contract’s scope 
of services. Also, governing docu-
ments and resale information 
should be posted on a password-
protected website for all owners, 
so they can be shared with pro-
spective buyers at no cost, she 
said.

Effective on July 1, 2018, the 
tough, new Florida Condo Act will 

hefty fees from p. 1

The Home Front 
By Don DeBat

require exactly that. “Upon a unit 
owner’s written request, condo 
associations with more than 150 
units must provide the homeown-
er with a username and password 
and access to documents,” the act 
states.

The protected sections of the 
Florida association’s website con-
tain any digital copies of notices, 
records, or documents that must 
be electronically provided. Docu-
ments must include the recorded 
condo declaration, amendments, 
bylaws, rules, management agree-
ments, annual budget and financial 
report, contracts, meeting agendas 
and notices. 

The website must be accessible 
through the Internet, contain a 
subpage, web portal, or other pro-
tected electronic location that is 
inaccessible to the general public 
and accessible only to unit owners 
and employees of the association.

How can Illinois condo associa-
tions reduce the burden and cost 
of document fees on buyers and 
sellers?

Along with posting the docu-
ments on a password-protected 
website, consumer advocates sug-
gest:
• Boards of directors should seek 

out property management com-
panies that do not resell their as-
sociation documents.

• Owners should save digital cop-
ies of governing documents, 
budgets and other association 
information they receive via 
computer, so they don’t have 
to order additional copies when 
selling their unit.

• Owners should ask their condo 
board to add the document fee 
schedule to the association’s 
rules and regulations.

• The condo board should negoti-
ate new management contracts 
that require complete disclosure 
of any document fees.

• Owners should ask their condo 
association board to vote for 
eliminating document fees all 
together.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat is 
co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

After rumors of a sale of the 
handsome mansions holding the 
International College of Surgeons 
collection had circulated for near-
ly two years it appears they’re 
now coming true.

The College of Surgeons, 1516-
24 N. Lake Shore Dr., are putting 
their two historical Lake Shore Dr. 
mansions on the market with an 
asking price of $22 million. The 
college and its museum have been 
located in the century-old man-
sions since the mid-1950s. One of 
the landmark Lakefront buildings 
is 18,000 square feet and the other 
is 12,000 square feet.

Both properties plus two coach 
houses situated on a 125’ x 171’ 
wide lot with 21,000 in land 
square feet. The location provides 
breathtaking, uninterrupted views 
of Lake Michigan and is just steps 
away from Lincoln Park as well as 
a short walk to the heart of Chi-
cago and The Magnificent Mile.

If and when the properties are 
sold the museum will then have to 
find a new home.

“We’ve made a strategic deci-
sion to monetize our assets better 
and move to another location,”  
Max Dunham, executive direc-
tor of the International College of 
Surgeons, told Dennis Rodkin of 
Crain’s Chicago Business. “We 
think there’s someone who would 
appreciate the presence that these 
two buildings have on Lake Shore 
Dr.”

In 2015 the smaller of the two 
mansions was put up for sale at 
$17 million with the price drop-
ping to $13 million before it was 

Two landmark Lakefront mansions for sale
College of Surgeons  
to vacate site

pulled off the market. 
The mansions are but two of 

only seven remaining original 
Lake Shore Dr. mansions that 
once graced the Drive. All seven 
of them are landmarked together, 
which makes tearing these two 
down to build new unlikely. 

The sellers say that many of the 
original finishes are intact in both 
buildings, such as marble floors, a 
grand staircase and wood paneling 
in the main rooms; but that both 
properties need extensive updat-
ing.

According to Rodkin, both 
mansions have distinguished pedi-
grees. The southern one, at 1516, 
was designed by the eminent New 
York architecture firm McKim 
Mead & White and completed 
in 1914 for Edward Tyler Blair 
and Ruby McCormick Blair. He 
was the son of an early Chicago 
hardware merchant, and she was 
a niece of Cyrus McCormick, in-
ventor of the mechanical reaper. 
Their son William founded what’s 
now Chicago-based financial ser-

vices firm William Blair.
The northern mansion, at 1524, 

is a 30-room copy of the Petit Tri-
anon, a chateau on the grounds of 
Versailles built in the 1760s for 
Madame de Pompadour, the mis-
tress of King Louis XV of France 
and after her death was home to his 
next mistress, Madame du Barry. 
The Lake Shore Dr. version, one 

story taller than the original, was 
completed in 1917 for Chicago 
Stock Exchange president Fred-
erick Countiss and his wife, El-
eanor, as a wedding gift from her 
parents, Henrietta and John Rob-
inson, who headed the Diamond 
Match Company.

The house at 1524 is an unusual 
one in the portfolio of its architect, 

Howard van Doren Shaw, because 
he nearly always created his own 
take on European styles, said Stu-
art Cohen, an architect and author 
of two books on historical Chi-
cago houses.

Shaw designed numerous finely 
detailed houses and mid-rises in 
Chicago and on the North Shore.

Many of the original finishes are intact in both lakefront buildings, such as marble floors, a grand staircase and wood paneling in the main rooms. But buyers 
beware that both properties need extensive updating.
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Bidets, Toilets, Jacuzzis,  
Sinks, Vanities, Medicine Cabinets &  
Stainless Steel Restaurant Supply

CALL 773-772-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave. 

101supplyOK@gmail.com

A-A SALVAGE
Plumbing Liquidation 

WASH YOUR FACE

WASH YOUR BOTTOM

by John Sammon 
Cook County Record

The Chicago City Council has 
passed an ordinance intended to 
compel developers of new apart-
ment buildings and other residen-
tial housing to set aside a greater 
percentage of “affordable hous-
ing” within certain zones in or 
near the city’s downtown.

The so-called pilot programs are 
designed to remove the so-called 
“in-lieu fees” developers formerly 
were able to pay in place of the 
affordable housing set-asides in 
these desirable neighborhoods, 
said Donna J. Pugh, an attorney at 
the Chicago law firm of Foley & 
Lardner.

The Affordable Requirements 
Ordinance (ARO) would cover 
three near-downtown areas, identi-
fied as the North Zone, Near West 
Zone and the Milwaukee Corridor, 
Pugh said. The ARO amendments 
were adopted Oct. 11, and modify 
the ARO for the designated pilot 
areas by removing developers’ in-
lieu fee option and increasing the 
percentage of affordable housing 
units that must be built. The City 
hopes this initiative will create up 

City Council passes ordinance  
on affordable housing for three areas

to 1,000 new affordable homes. 
The legislation will remain in ef-
fect until Dec. 31, 2020.

When the ARO was amended 
in 2015, in part it separated down-
town, higher-income areas, and 
low-moderate income areas into 
three zones. The in-lieu fee was 
increased for the downtown and 
higher-income zones and reduced 

for areas zoned low-moderate in-
come. The amendments also set a 
minimum number for affordable 
housing units developers must 
build. In higher-income areas, 
such units may be built off-site but 
must be within a two-mile radius 
of the project and in the same zone 
or downtown (the same applies to 
downtown rental developments). 
The 2015 amendments also pro-
vided incentives for developers 
such as density bonuses for af-
fordable housing near transit.

The North Zone would extend 
along the North Branch of the 

By Sydney Boles
Medill News Service

A new report by the National 
Low Income Housing Coalition 
shows that affordable housing is 
further out of reach for minimum 
wage workers in Chicago than it 
was in 2015.

Someone working at the Chica-
go minimum wage would have to 
work 1.6 full-time jobs to afford a 
one-bedroom apartment, up from 
1.3 in 2015. In other words, if a 
minimum wage worker had only 
one full-time job, they could rea-
sonably afford just $572 in rent, 
slightly more than half the cost of 
the average Chicago apartment.

Research from the Institute for 
Housing Studies at DePaul Univ. 
also shows that in Cook County 
in 2017, 53% of renter households 
paid more than 30% of their in-
come to rent, qualifying them as 
rent-burdened.

“This is part of the affordable 
rental crisis that we’re having 
across the country,” said Sue Pop-
kin, senior fellow at the Metro-
politan Housing and Communities 
Policy Center and director of the 
Program on Neighborhoods and 
Youth Development at the Urban 
Institute. “The costs for rentals 
have been going up steadily and 
there’s been no production of af-
fordable rental housing, and very 
little production of what they call 
multi-family housing, apartment 
buildings.”

Unsurprisingly, housing is more 
expensive in Chicago than other 
areas of the state. For instance, in 
the Quad Cities of northwest Illi-
nois and southeast Iowa, the gap 
between what a minimum wage 
worker can afford and the cost 
of a modest apartment was much 
smaller. Someone working a mini-
mum wage job would need to work 
44 fewer hours per week to afford 
an average one-bedroom in Mo-

For minimum wage workers,  
affordable housing is further out of reach

line than the same worker making 
the same wage in Chicago.

Popkin, who has studied Chica-
go’s housing market extensively, 
was quick to note that Chicago 
was much more affordable than 
other metropolises like New York 
City and Los Angeles. But some 
data crunching reveals that while 

housing may be more expensive 
in New York City (a one-bedroom 
apartment would run you $1,419 
in 2017), Chicago was getting 
more expensive faster. Between 
2015 and 2017, the cost of a one-
bedroom rose by 13.61% in New 
York and 14.42% in Chicago.

Section 8 vouchers from the 
U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban 
Development can help fill the gap 
between what renters can afford 
and what apartments cost. Recipi-
ents pay 30% of their income and 
their voucher covers the rest.

But as Chicago gains higher-

Chicago River from Riverside St. 
to Racine and requires affordable 
housing units to make up 20% of a 
development, with 10% on-site or 
within two miles in the same pilot 
zone, and an added 10% built any-
where in the same pilot zone.

The Near West Zone, which 
extends from Ashland to Kildare 
streets, requires affordable hous-
ing units to include 15% of a de-
velopment, on-site or within two 
miles, plus an additional five per-
cent anywhere in the same pilot 
zone.

The Milwaukee Corridor, which 
runs from the Kennedy Express-
way to Springfield Ave., requires 
15% on-site or 20% off-site, but 
they all have to be within the same 
pilot zone.

According to information post-
ed by the City, affordable housing 
must be affordable to “households 
earning up to 60%” of the city’s 
annual median income, which 
would be $37,920 for a two-per-
son household. 

The pilot zones program re-
quires a 20% affordable housing 
ratio if a project receives Tax In-
crement Financing through the 
city. Under such TIF programs, 

the city provides funding for infra-
structure improvements and other 
incentives through a fund that in-
cludes a certain share of property 
taxes paid.   

The zoning plan impacts new 
residential developments that 
have 10 or more units and require 
a zoning change, involve a sale of 
land or receive development fund-
ing from the city.

Pugh said the city wants afford-
able housing to be part of new city 
developments.

“This initiative from the city 
came in response to how many 
new units were coming on the 
market in these areas and to en-
sure affordable units were being 
built in these growing communi-
ties,” she said.

earning workers, the area median 
income rises, and so does the cut-
off for receiving housing benefits 
like Section 8 vouchers. With a 
bigger pool of applicants, any one 
person will have a harder time re-
ceiving benefits.

Chicagoans who do qualify 
for vouchers find themselves on 
apartment waiting lists as long as 
14 months, and the waiting lists 
for most housing programs are 
closed.

Popkin said that the affordable 
housing shortage is not the fault 
of the Chicago Housing Authority, 
which oversees the voucher pro-
gram. Rather, the blame lies with 
the allocation of federal money. 
“They can only issue the subsidies 
they have funding to issue,” she 
said.

Politicians in Chicago and 
Springfield have tried to address 
the affordability gap. After a po-
litical brawl at the state level this 
August, Gov. Bruce Rauner ve-
toed a bill that would have raised 
the minimum wage to $15 per 
hour by 2022. But Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel’s Dec. 2014 ordinance 
raised the city’s minimum wage 
to $11 an hour, on its way up to 
$13 by 2019, a move that the City 
claims is already helping 410,000 
Chicagoans make ends meet.

The City hopes  
this initiative will  
create up to 1,000  

new affordable homes.

If a minimum wage 
worker had only one 

full-time job, they could 
reasonably afford just 
$572 in rent, slightly 

more than half the cost 
of the average  

Chicago apartment.

Hollywood, “hungry for good stories,” will pay millions for a script!
Grant Robbin, professional writer-producer-teacher (Columbia Col-
lege, Northwestern) with major Hollywood contacts, will help you 
develop & market your screenplay (also plays/books). Beginner or 
advanced.

SCREENWRITERS!!

CALL NOW, LIMITED OPENINGS!   
312-642-1548 • MYSCRIPTCOACH.COM

“If you want to be a Hollywood Screenwriter,  
call Grant Robbin.” - Chicago Tribune 

IRONIX, his 5 star-rated book  
of “unforgettable” satiric images, available on Amazon.
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The Peoples Church  
of Chicago
Sunday Worship 10 am
941 W. Lawrence 773-784-6633
www.peopleschurchchicago.org

Queen of Angels  
Catholic Church
Sunday Mass 8, 9:30, 11am & 
12:30pm
Weekday Mass  Mon - Fri 8:30am
Saturday Mass 9am - 5pm
2330 W. Sunnyside

SUNDAY
10 am Worship  

& Sunday School
William Pareja, Pastor

2132 West Addison Street 
Chicago

(773) 248-5893
www.asccChicago.org

Sunday Service 9:30am
Adult Forum 10:45am

Sunday Church School 10:45am

Ravenswood United  
Church of Christ
10:30 am Worship, Sunday School
2050 W. Pensacola
773 -549-5472

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor

Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer   10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place  

(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer 

7:30 pm Bible Study

Open Arms United 
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

817 Grace St.   773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org

Want to see Your Church in this Weekly Feature?

Call Cindy at 618-201-3622 
or email c789amadio@gmail.com

1709 W. Cornelia Ave.
773-248-3142

corneliainformation@gmail.com
corneliabaptistchurch.com

Sundays Fellowship  
Breakfast 9 a.m.

Childrenʼs Study 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Kids 
of Faith Bible Club 7 p.m.

Sunday Morning Service 
10:00am

Sunday Evening Service 
5:00pm

TMC Communities (Sunday School) 
8:30am & 11:30am

Wednesday Prayer Meeting
6:45pm

1635 N LaSalle | Chicago IL 60614
312.327.8600 | www.moodychurch.org

1500 W. Elmdale Avenue 
(773) 743-1820 

www.immanuelchicago.org

A LIVING SANCTUARY  
OF HOPE AND GRACE

Silent Prayer  
10:10-10:25 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
Godly Play Sunday School 

11:20 a.m.
Coffee Hour 11:45 a.m.
The Forum Discussion 

12:15 p.m.
Parking at Senn High School

The Chicago Architecture 
Foundation [CAF] is hosting a 
program titled “Living Tall: What 
Will Make Tall Buildings More 
Habitable,” 6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 
16, in the Lecture Hall at 224 S. 
Michigan. For more information 
or tickets call 312-922-8687.

CAF has partnered with the 
Council on Tall Buildings and Ur-
ban Habitat for this discussion and 
presentations from the four noted 
panelists.

Living tall:  
what will make  

high-rises  
more habitable?

The Benjamin Marshall So-
ciety, an organization dedicated 
to the life and work of the archi-
tect of East Lake Shore Dr., will  
present “Mansions in the Sky: 
Chicago Apartments between the 
Wars,” a free public program 6 to 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 21, at the 
Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. 
Washington St.

Mansions in the Sky 
talk Nov. 21JANITORIAL

773-292-6015
www.generalcleaningchicago.com

Choice
BBB A+ Rating 

SNOW REMOVAL • OFFICE CLEANING 
CARPET CLEANING • POWER WASHING  

COMMON AREAS CLEANING

Collector Andrew Clayman and 
curator Kathy Gemperlewill be 
hosting a talk titled “Made in Chi-
cago” 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 16, at 
the Edgewater Historical Society, 
5358 N. Ashland, where guests 
can peruse 200 items includ-
ing  tools,  toys, candy and foods 
and more that give a glimpse into 
everyday life between 1900-1970. 

Attendees will see everyday 
objects from Edgewaters’ past, 
including make-up and baking 
supplies, to the extraordinary, in-
cluding a bottler and sheep shear-
ing machine. The one unifying 
connection is that everything was 
manufactured in Chicago.

Explore the kitchen installation 
and see familiar products from 
the past. Remember Dad’s old 
fashioned root beer or Oh Henry 
candy bars? Many manufacturers, 
like Steward Warner, are gone, but 

Made in Chicago collection  
coming to Edgewater

their products, like the early TVs, 
are still here.

Some time in  1930s, Pelouze 
Scale & Manufacturing Co.  in 
the Loop produced a green family 
scale with a slanting dial. Some 80 
years later, Uptown resident Clay-
man bought  the wide-faced, me-
tallic scale from an Andersonville 
resale shop and noticed a “made 
in Chicago” stamp on it. That led 
him to research its origins online, 
and he quickly got hooked on Chi-
cago’s rich manufacturing history.

In the two years since he bought 
the scale, he’s amassed hundreds of 
Chicago-made items and thought-
fully cataloged them into an on-
line database called the “Made in 
Chicago Museum.” Prior to mak-
ing their way into the museum, all 
200 of the products were displayed 
throughout Clayman’s cluttered 
one-bedroom apartment.

The “Made in Chicago” exhibit 
is a collection of artifacts from the 
Made in Chicago Museum - “An 
industrial history in everyday ob-
jects 1900-1970.” The exhibit runs 
through April 2018.

The event is free, but registra-
tion is requested. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. Refreshments will be 
provided. For registration call 
773‑506‑4849.

In addition to tons of photos, 
Clayman has written detailed his-
tories of many of the items and 
shuttered factories where they 
were made.

The collection also showcases 
one of Claymans’s favorite items, 
a 25-pound 1917 Oliver Typewrit-
er No. 9, which differed from oth-
er typewriters in that it hammered 
down to ink text on a page rather 
than springing up.

New zoo community sculpture project unveiled

Chimpanzee sculptures  
inspired by children’s drawings

New chimpanzee sculptures designed by school 
children and supported by the Lincoln Park Zoo now 
on zoo grounds are moving to the OPEN Center for 
the Arts, 2214 S. Sacramento Ave. This first instal-
lation of sculptures was created as part of the WILD 
Marshall Square sculpture project.

Four chimpanzee sculptures on zoo grounds are 
the final product of a collaborative art project, which 
brought more than 200 elementary school students to 
the zoo to learn about, observe and then draw chim-
panzees at Regenstein Center for African Apes. 

A panel of zoo experts and Little Village commu-
nity leaders selected four winning drawings which 
artist Omar Magaña, founder of the OPEN Center 
for the Arts, transformed into sculptures using re-
cycled materials.

“Learning about chimpanzees up close at Lincoln 
Park Zoo taught these students more than a textbook 
ever could,” said Magaña. “It was exciting to bring 
the limitless creativity of children to life. As a wild-
life advocate, it was rewarding to hear the children 
share what they learned about chimpanzees with 
their families and friends.”  

The winning student drawings include those 
penned by Jocelyn Argueta from Telpochalli El-
ementary School and Jimena Hernandez, Nahi Mo-
rales and Diana Ruiz from John Spry Community 
School.

The sculptures are currently visible on the south-
west side of the zoo’s Endangered Species Carousel 
and will move to Marshall Square boulevard in Little 
Village in 2018.

The zoo’s partnership with Little Village was 
launched in 2016 and aims to foster connections be-
tween people and the natural world by co-creating 
programs with local residents. From art workshops 
focused on wildlife conservation, to a teaching gar-
den at Hammond School, to the Enlace garden pro-
gram, in which Lincoln Park Zoo staff works with 
community garden leaders on conservation efforts, 
this partnership continues to grow. “These young art-
ists are the next generation of conservation stewards,” 
said Stephanie Bohr, the zoo’s Director of Commu-
nity Innovation and Collaboration. “We’re inspired 
watching their curiosity transform into deep-rooted 
care for wildlife in Little Village and beyond.”

The winning student drawings include those penned by 
Jocelyn Argueta from Telpochalli Elementary School and 
Jimena Hernandez, Nahi Morales and Diana Ruiz from 
John Spry Community School.

Four chimpanzee sculptures at Lincoln Park Zoo are the final product of a collaborative art project.

ADVERTISE
HERE!

8 weeks,  
just $260

Call or Email Cindy
C789Amadio@gmail.com 

Cell: 618-201-3622
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Marguerite Hark

A huge contingent of generous 
and glamorous Skyliners were 
amongst the 300 who turned out 
in the newly renovated ballroom 
of the Ritz Hotel to support 
Myra Reilly who was honored 
at the 2017 Service Club Ball 
for her 37 years of volunteerism 
to Chicago’s oldest all women 
philanthropic organization.

Gala co-chair Cheryl Coleman 
commented, “I along with my 
co-chairs Pam Capitanini and 
Kristine Farra are thrilled that 
the gala raised over $450,000  
to support the work of the 
Service Club of Chicago. This 
spread is a Thank You to our 
wonderful sponsors and gener-
ous supporters.”

Honoree Myra Reilly said,  
“It is humbling to be honored by 
the Service Club. I have volun-
teered with this organization for 
so long because I am proud to 
support its mission of rendering 
service to the community.”

It was a magical evening 
complete with fabulous themed  
décor by Tom Kehoe ... scrump-
tious food by Chef Baasim 
Zafar… music by the legendary 
Stanley Paul Orchestra ... a 
wow performance by mental-
ist Sidney Friedman ... a silent 
auction ... and a live auction 
at which two generous guests 
each paid over $8,000 for fun 
items.  

The Service Club, founded in 
1890, has raised and distrib-
uted millions of dollars to needy 
organization including The 
Robert Crown Center, Shirley 
Ryan’s Pathways, Infant Wel-
fare, Greater Chicagoland Food 
Depository, The Happiness Club 
and Lincoln Park Zoo.

Photos by John Reilly Photography

Myra Reilly, Belle of the Service Club Ball
Honored for 37 Years  
of Volunteerism,  
Over $450,000 Raised

Mary Ann Childers, Myra Reilly, Simona Garcia and Jay Levine

Cheryl Coleman and Ron Katz

Myra and John Reilly

Melissa and Jamey Fadim

Sherry Lea Holson, Lorelei Beaucaire and Reem Pashan

Dori Wilson and Dr. Patrick Sheahan

Cookie Cohen

Cheri Lawrence Mamie Walton Jonathan Grabill and Susan Gohl

Pam and Al Capitanini

Richard Weinberg

Gala co-chairs Cheryl Coleman and Pam Capitanini Gala co-chair Kristine Farra

Melody Dworin

Susan Regenstein and Barry Frank
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The Quality Cleaners

773-348-5510 • 3000 N. Broadway

We clean boots
We can clean  

and sanitize UGG® 
boots and other 

brandname  
sheepskin fashion 

footwear

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300
1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that

“Honors the Life”

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible

LORENZ AUCTION SERVICE
708-421-0074 - www.lorenzauctions.com

AUTO & SHOP ITEMS * BALLOON SHOP ITEMS * BOATS * 2 PERSON BICYCLE
PORTABLE KEG COOLER * FORD 3PT ROTARY MOWER * SMALL HAY RACK
SIGNS & EMBLEMS * HORSE CART & WAGON * FILE CABINETS * MORE!

DAVE'S AUTO REPAIR AUCTION
NOV. 18TH 10:30 AM - 11120 FRONT STREET,  MOKENA, IL

SPECTACULAR ANTIQUE & COLLECTABLE FIREARMS AUCTION
OVER 2800 LOTS –December 1st, 2nd & 3rd IN ROCK ISLAND, IL

Nearly 700 Colts including: Nearly 100 percussion arms, over 80 �rst generation
SAAs and over 50 DA revolvers. Over 500 Winchesters with 11 Henry and
volcanic arms. Also featuring over 500 sporting arms and nearly 200 Smith
& Wessons. Over 400 U.S. Military arms from early Martial and Civil War
arms to WWI & WWII. Over 400 German, Japanese, and European Military
arms. Over 40 Class III items. Over 2200 items classi�ed as Antique or Curio
& Relic. Featuring 17 iconic collections including: Robert M. Lee, Vernon J.
Berning, Royal Hunt, Robert Bretherton and John Wimmer. To order a full-
color, 3 vol. set catalog ($70 inc. S&H) or to inquire about selling at auction
call 1-800-238-8022, email: info@rockislandauction.com. Catalog now online
at www.rockislandauction.com. Preview Thur. Nov. 30th, 10am-6pm.
Auction begins 9am Dec. 1st, 2nd & 3rd at RIAC’s facility 7819 42nd St. W.,
Rock Island, IL 61201 160 miles West of Chicago. 17.5% Buyers Premium
– Discounted to 15% for pre-approved check or cash. Open to the public.

of flowers, the talk, the stories, 
the friendship and the openness 
of thought. All the ingredients of 
success.  

GLOBAL MATTERS: Former 
Vice President Joe Biden was 
feted to high dignity at the Chi-
cago Council on Global Affairs 
last week, where Niamh King 
and Kim Keywell turned on their 
global energy and charm, which 
enthused the former VP.

SATAN BE GONE: Chicago’s 
Father Cletus Kiley, who works 
closely with the union members 
of the hotel industry, was asked to 
offer prayers of strength and sta-
bility in the face of the terrible Las 
Vegas shooting. Armed with the 
tools of his faith, prayer and holi-

ness, Kiley went to the Mandalay 
Bay hotel room where the shooter 
reigned terror on the innocent and 
sought to drive out what he dis-
covered was an overwhelming 
force of evil. He said it was pal-
pable and recognizable. 

OLD CHICAGO: Katherine 
Henrici, 78, was the great-grand-
daughter of Philip Henrici, the 
early Chicago restaurant pioneer. 
She died last week and was bur-
ied in the Henrici Family plot at 
Graceland Cemetery. Henrici’s 
restaurant opened in 1868 and be-

came a famous eatery, much 
like Sardi’s or Delmonico’s 
in New York. It closed in the 
early 1960s, but established 
Chicago as an elegant town 
for dining despite its cow-
town reputation. Henrici’s 
used to serve small pitchers 
of cream for coffee with a 
top of whipped cream for old 
world elegance. May Kath-
erine rest in peace.

MAGIC AT THE RITZ: 
Last week’s Service Club’s 
Gala Ball at the Ritz was a glit-
tering success. The organization 
honored Myra Reilly for her 
leadership. Husband John Reil-
ly, famed photographer, was so 
proud, as were her pals, including 
Vonita Reescer, singer Denise 
Tomasello, Bobbi Panter and 

crowds of fans. Famed or-
chestra leader Stanley Paul 
made it all complete.

MILLER LITE: Bravo 
to Chicago actor John T. 
O’Brien on his new Miller 
Lite commercial in which 
he appears helping St. Louis 
residents taste test lite beers. 
Bye, Bye Bud!

FOR SALE: What lake-
front realtor has been show-
ing a Lincoln Park manse 
and giving extra first class 
attention to his clients? But 
it seems that this 40-some-

thing has been sharing extra with 
the lady of the house who is some 
10 years his senior. Neighbors say 
she has fallen for his good looks. 
Word is he is working overtime for 
his commission and has even gone 
the extra mile with sleepovers.

WHAT ARE YOU WEAR-
ING?: Yes, that was writer Sher-
rill Bodine lunching in private at 
Sak’s Fifth Avenue with her favor-
ite designer Carolina Herrara.

BEST DEAL IN TOWN: Via 
Carducci, well-known for its rus-
tic Southern Italian Cuisine, is of-

fering Chicago’s best Happy Hour 
from 2 to 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. Special house wines, ap-
petizers, and individual pizzas for 
just $5. Mangia, mangier, tutti a 
tavola at 1928 W. Division.

WHO’S WHERE?: Actor 
Brad Garrett, of “Everybody 
Loves Raymond,” was spotted 
at RL Bar and Grill noshing and 
being delightfully funny… Tim 
Foufas and Kelley Decker at 
Ho Chi Minh’s Mausoleum in 
Hanoi, though the body is not on 
view as it’s being refurbished… 
Mark O’Malley off to London, 
then picking up his daughter Lu-
cey in Dublin, then off to show 
her Frankfort… Shaun Rajah off 
to New York… Immigration attor-
ney Fiona McEntee on her way 
to Dublin… Spencer Gartner at 
Boston’s Faneuil Hall Market-
place… Emmett Whelan 
working overtime cheering 
Notre Dame… Cynthia Ol-
son is traveling in exotic Bur-
ma (or Myanmar)… Holy 
smokes, Shay Clark in St. 
Peter’s at the Vatican.

EVERYTHING BUT 
THE SQUEAL: Did a so-
ciety lady from Lake Shore 
Dr. recently have a ward-
robe malfunction at a black 
tie fundraiser? It seems she 
was getting up from the table 
when her fabulous designer 
gown popped a stitch or two, the 
result was that her girls escaped 
for a nano-second. Not many folk 
got flashed and she never lost her 
chic composure. But she did man-
age to startle a well-known de-
scendent of a Chicago meat pack-
ing fortune at the next table who 
was doing a double-take and smil-
ing for a brief moment of joy.

ENGLISH GARDEN GLO-
RY: The Royal Oak Foundation 
is sponsoring an illustrated lec-
ture, “Sissinghurst: Revitalizing 
Vita Sackville-West’s Garden,” 
featuring Troy Scott Smith, Head 
Gardner of Sisinghurst, which is in 
Kent, England. The event will be 
on Nov. 28, at the Racquet Club, 
1365 N. Dearborn Pkwy. 5:30 
p.m. Reception and 6:30 p.m. lec-
ture. Call 212-480-2889, ext 201.

IRISH GEORGIAN SOCI-
ETY: The Chicago 
Chapter of the Irish 
Georgian Society, 
founded by the Hon. 
Desmond Guinness, 
held its celebrated 
Autumn dinner at the 
Casino on Delaware. 
A delightful record 
crowd filled the ball-
room. Sir David Da-
vis, IGS president, was 
on hand from Dublin, 
as was Executive Di-
rector Donough Ca-
hill and Dublin writer 
and bon vivant Robert 
O’Byrne. Chicagoan 
Michael Kerrigan, 
Executive Director in the U.S., 
presided over a very successful 
evening anticipating the Summer 
opening of the 18th Century City 
Assembly Hall in Dublin, com-

pleting restoration, as the center of 
IGS life. Also on hand was Leslie 
Hindman, Libby and Larry Lu-
cas, Tom and Anne O’Neill, Kay 
and Fred Krehbiel, Brian White, 
Jim Kinney, Kipper Lance and 
Bud Hendrick, Steven Zick, 
Laurie and Ed Weed, Cynthia 
Olson, Edmund Lester (in kilt), 
Fiona McEntee and Brian Sa-

dinner party from p. 2

Former Vice President Joe Biden at Chi-
cago Council of Globel Affairs with Niamh 
King and Kim Keywell.

jdak, Patsy and Pat Callaghan 
and Eileen Mackevich.

CASE OF THE TUMBLING 
WIFE: Two long-retired veterans 
of the Chicago Police Dept. had a 
small crowd of young cops spell-
bound recounting some unsolved 
cold cases they had worked on. 
Of most interest was the story of 
the very successful executive who 
many believe murdered his wife 
by pushing her down the stairs of 
their home decades ago. Despite 

strong suspicions the CPD could 
never get the goods on the hus-
band. He was never charged in her 
death. Old-timers always hoped 
that further evidence would one 
day lead to an arrest. Since there’s 
no statute of limitations on mur-
der, perhaps some bright young 
cop might crack this Chicago cold 
file.

REMEMBERING SOLTI: 
The Solti Foundation U.S. pre-
sented Christopher Allen with 
the prestigious 2017 Sir Georg 
Solti Conducting Fellow Award 
on October 25 at the Casino Club. 
The foundation is the foremost or-
ganization in the U.S. dedicated 
exclusively to helping young con-
ductors. Sir Georg was conductor 
of the Chicago Symphony Orches-
tra from 1959-1991 and Laureate 
Conductor until 1997. Mr. Allen 
is currently serving as Resident 
Conductor, Cincinnati Opera, and 
Associate Conductor of the Los 
Angeles Opera. He is the eighth 
young American conductor to be 
designated a Solti Fellow. 

A GENTLE MAN’S PASS-
ING: This column mourns the 
passing of Chicago attorney and 
trucking executive John Crowe, 
89, of Chicago, Lake Forest and 
Hobe Sound. A longtime Lyric Op-
era Trustee, he was an ally of the 
arts and, himself, a quiet painter. 
A man of enormous kindness and 
generosity. A man of refinement, 
his sense of connoisseurship de-
fined him as a patron of the arts. 
He was married for 59 years to his 
wife, Peggy. He was buried from 
St. Vincent de Paul Church, Web-
ster Ave. Rest in peace, Jack.

ASTOR AND DIFRISCO 
STREETS: Congratulations to 
Dominic DiFrisco on the honor of 
having the Gold Coast’s Astor and 
Schiller streets renamed Dominic 
DiFrisco Way. Congratulazione 
Signor Dominic, e grazie per tutto 
quello che fai e la tua famiglia.

“Setting a good example for 
children takes all the fun out of 
middle age.” 

-- William Feather

tog515@gmail.com

John and Myra Reilly, Bobbi Patner, Denise Toma-
sello and Vonita Reescer at Service Club Gala.

Nancy Berman and Valerie Pitts, Lady 
Solti.

Irish Georgian Robert O’Byrne, Libby and 
Larry Lucas.

News tips?  
Call 773-465-9700 

Confidentiality guaranteed.
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Chicago has survived Halloween (wheth-
er you feel you were tricked or treated), 
so now, it’s time to begin thinking about 
what we are thankful for. Despite our be-
leaguered, collapsing world’s challenges, a 
vast number of Chicagoans are still pretty 
fortunate. Do we have myriads of needy 
people? You bet. And let’s do what we can 
to give them more of a world for which they 
can be thankful. Honest, transparent, capa-
ble leadership, at all levels, would probably 
be an appropriate place to start. Am I too 
much of a dreamer? Let’s hope not, or we 
are all done for. 

Our hope this Thanksgiving is that more 
people will find opportunities and settings 
in which they can be together with caring 
family, friends, colleagues, and neighbors 
so that they can connect meaningfully. 
Thanksgiving is not a day where anyone 
should be alone, hungry, or out in the cold. 
It’s a time for connections. 

Despite the obvious pressures to do so, 
it is not a day to be seduced by anyone to 
leave the family table early to go to buy 
something like ripped jeans at a discount.

Be with and stay connected with whom-

Start now to be truly thankful

Thank you for [Felicia Dechter’s] won-
derful article [Nov. 1] on Rogers Park, its 
ups and its downs. I go to that area by the 
Red Line every week for chorus rehearsals 
and I also work with families placed there 
by RefugeeOne. So here is my suggestion 
to the Dunkin’ Donuts and any other pro-
prietors who want to keep gang members 
away: Mount loudspeakers outside your 
door and play “geezer” music. Barry Ma-
nilow, maybe? A 7-11 here in Chicago plays 
classical music, another option. This tech-
nique has apparently worked well in clear-
ing loiterers from parking lots and other 
public spaces.

Hallie Metzger, Rogers Park

I write the songs  
that make the whole world sing…

Letters to the Editor

State Rep. Kelly M. Cassidy [14th] has 
introduced a resolution and a companion 
bill requiring a measure of common sense 
in Illinois’ pursuit of Amazon.com, Inc.’s 
new headquarters.

The State of Illinois and City of Chicago 
both recently responded to Amazon’s “re-
quest for proposals” with an offer of tax and 
land incentives. Though the full details and 
costs of this offer have not been released to 
the tax-paying public, initial reports place 
the total at several billion dollars.

On the North Side, the former Finkl Steel 
site on the North Branch Industrial Corridor 
– recently rechristened the Lincoln Yards – 
is among the sites that have been put in play 
and offered as Amazon’s second home.

The property at Cortland and the river is 
being combined with other riverfront prop-
erties nearby to gather nearly 100-acres for 
the proposal. According to a joint statement 
by Mayor Rahm Emanuel and Illinois Gov. 
Bruce Rauner, the Lincoln Park site is one 
of eight Chicago locations under serious 
consideration to be the mail order giant’s 
second world headquarters.

Other North Side sites being offered in-
clude property owned by the Chicago Tri-
bune at Chicago Ave. and the west bank of 
the river and a full city block in the Loop 
now occupied by the Thompson Building.

Cassidy’s resolution urges caution and 
requests public hearings before any final 
deal is struck, complete with expert testi-
mony demonstrating to the public whether 
this is an economically effective use of their 
money. 

The multi-billion dollar tax break re-
cently awarded to Foxconn by the state of 
Wisconsin was widely panned by Illinois 

State rep. introduces 
legislation capping  
Amazon subsidies

politicians as a massive transfer of wealth 
from taxpayers to corporate shareholders. 
“This is not an example Illinois wants to 
follow,” said Rep. Cassidy in a statement re-
leased Monday. “The Foxconn deal equates 
to over $230,000 in tax breaks for each  
new job promised; [HB4131] caps tax  
incentives offered to Amazon at $50,000 
per new job.”

“Job growth and retention is crucial. But 
fighting with taxpayer money to win a bid 
from a corporation that has absolutely no 
financial need for subsidization is a danger-
ous path to tread,” said Cassidy.

Cassidy thinks Illinois has done poorly 
in deals like this before, and notes when Il-
linois gave Sears $275 million in 2011 to 
keep its corporate headquarters in the state. 
“Only a few months later, it laid off 100 
workers. Illinois taxpayers filled the cor-
porate coffers and actually lost jobs in the 
process.”

Capping subsidies at $50,000 ensures at 
the very least that Illinois won’t get stuck 
in a deal it regrets for decades. But even so, 
public hearings should be required before 
any final deal so Illinoisans know exactly 
what we’re signing up for.

A pair of historic plaques that commemo-
rate the location where Chicago was incor-
porated as a town and Abraham Lincoln 
was nominated for president of the United 
States were rededicated today by Ald. Ed-
ward Burke and Dept. of Planning & Devel-
opment Commissioner David Reifman.

Gifted to the City in the early 20th century 
by the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, the 30” by 50” brass plaques honor the 
location of the Sauganash Hotel and, later, 
the Wigwam convention hall, on the south-
east corner of Wacker Dr. and Lake St. The 
plaques had been in storage at City Hall for 
nearly two decades.

The wood-framed Sauganash Hotel was 
built in 1831 by pioneer Mark Beaubien as 
an addition to his log cabin. The white, two-
story hotel served as the social center of the 
growing town and hosted monthly village 
board meetings from 1833 to 1835. Named 
for the Potawatomi-British fur trader Sau-
ganash, also known as Billy Caldwell, the 
hotel remained in almost continuous opera-
tion, including an 1837 stint as the city’s 
first theater, until it burned down in 1851.

Nine years later, the Wigwam was erect-
ed on the same location for the 1860 Re-
publican National Convention. Designed 
by Chicago Water Tower architect W. W. 
Boyington and financed by civic lead-
ers, the two-story, gas-lit building was the 
first structure in the country to be specifi-
cally built for a presidential convention. 
It was also the country’s first presidential 
convention hall to have on-site telegraph 
equipment and to accommodate the public 
in large numbers, seating more than 10,000 
people. Lincoln was nominated on the Re-
publican ticket in the Wigwam on May 18, 
1860, before being elected president 157 

(L-R) Ald. Edward Burke [14th], Karla Knoroski CEO of the Abraham Lincoln Library and Mu-
seum, Mary Brennan, president of the Chicago Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revo-
lution., and Dept. of Planning & Development Commissioner David Reifman. 

Monuments to Chicago’s historic beginnings 
reinstalled at Wacker and Lake

years ago today. Named for an Algonquin 
word for a dwelling made of tree poles and 
bark, the Wigwam was later converted to 
retail uses before likely being destroyed by 
fire in 1867.

“As a student of Chicago history, I am 
pleased to see these beautifully refurbished 
plaques rededicated at this historic site,” 
said Ald. Burke, the co-author of Inside the 
Wigwam, Chicago Presidential Conven-
tions 1860-1996. “I was proud to champion 
the decision to once again place them on 
public display after a hiatus of many years. 
They now join other markers, statuary and 
memorials situated throughout our neigh-
borhoods that reach out to all of us to tell 
the very important story of our City’s his-
tory.”

The site of the Sauganash Hotel and Wig-
wam was dedicated an official Chicago 
landmark on this day in 2002.

The plaques honoring the buildings are 
today affixed on the opposite sides of a 
five-foot tall, cast stone marker on the pe-
destrian median on Wacker near Lake. The 
marker was designed by Landmarks Com-
mission staff.

The plaques were previously displayed at 
the intersection before being removed in the 
late 1990s for a construction project.

“Job growth and retention  
is crucial. But fighting with  
taxpayer money to win a bid 
from a corporation that has 

absolutely no financial need for 
subsidization is a dangerous 
path to tread,” said Cassidy.

ever you feel valued. Life is ephemeral. 
Waste none of it.

Start now to create a Thanksgiving you 
can truly be thankful for. I wish us all a 
Happy Thanksgiving.

Leon J. Hoffman, Lakeview East

Gifted to the City in the early 
20th century by the Daughters 

of the American Revolution,  
the 30” by 50” brass plaques 

honor the location of  
the Sauganash Hotel and, later,  

the Wigwam convention hall.
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Police 
Beat
Police work with CTA  
to charge offender  
with multiple armed robberies
Alphanso Talley, 18, of the 4800 
block of N. Francisco, was placed 
into custody 1 a.m. Nov. 5 in the 
400 block of N. State St., by officers 
assigned to a Robbery Suppression 

Mission. Cops 
were aware that 
the offender 
was wanted 
for armed rob-
beries; he was 
taken into cus-
tody without 
incident. 
Talley was iden-
tified as the of-

fender who displayed a firearm and 
demanded property from victims on 
a CTA platform in the 500 block of 
N. State St. 12:25 p.m. Oct. 21. Three 
male victims (ages 22, 24, 26) were 
robbed of their personal belong-
ings during this incident, but did 
not sustain any injuries. Talley is also 
charged with an aggravated robbery 
2:45 a.m. Oct. 14, in the 3200 block 
of N. Clark St. Two male victims (ages 
20, and 23) were walking in an alley 
when the offender approached and 
displayed (what they believed to be) 
a firearm. The offender demanded 
their property and battered the 
victims. The 20 year-old victim 
sustained minor injuries and was 
treated and released at St. Francis 
Hospital.

Ex-employee robbed Mag Mile 
restaurant workers, shooting one
A former employee of the Gold 
Coast’s Lawry’s Prime Rib returned 
to the restaurant on Oct. 30 to rob 
his former co-workers at gunpoint, 
police said. In the end, one em-
ployee was shot, three employees 
were robbed, and two were beaten 
in the assault, 
prosecutors 
said.
According to 
police, Marcus 
Norwood, 39, 
donned a ski 
mask, walked 
into the res-
taurant after 
closing time 
and confronted 
several male employees in the locker 
room. The victims were restrained 
with duct tape and relieved of their 
cash tips which exceeded $600 in 
one victim’s case, prosecutors said.
A manager who walked in on the 
robbery in progress recognized 
Norwood by his large frame and ap-
pearance, prosecutors said.
“Marcus, what are you doing?” the 
man asked.
Norwood allegedly shot the man in 
the arm and fled. He was arrested 
minutes later as he approached the 
Chicago CTA Red Line station.
Prosecutors charged Norwood with 
attempted first-degree murder; 
three counts of armed robbery with 
a firearm; two counts of aggravated 
battery with a deadly weapon; three 
counts of aggravated unlawful 
restraint; and obstructing identifica-
tion.
He is being held without bail.
Court records show that Norwood 
received a 12-year sentence for 
armed robbery in 1998 and a 54-
month sentence for aggravated 
discharge of a firearm in 2011.

Man robbed at gunpoint by 
fake Uber driver in Lincoln Park; 
woman, two juveniles charged
A Wisconsin woman posing as an 
Uber driver picked up a man in 
Old Town early Saturday and then 
robbed him at gunpoint with the 

help of two juvenile males, police said. 
Police tracked activity on the victim’s 
debit card to arrest the three at a Niles 
shopping center 
about an hour 
later.
Police said Nyti-
na Raymond was 
driving with the 
teens in her car 
when she picked 
up the victim at 
Old Town Pour 
House, 1419 
N. Wells St., around 12:20 a.m. While 
driving toward the man’s Lincoln Park 
home, one of the juveniles pulled 
out a gun and demanded the victim’s 
phone and wallet, according to 
authorities.
The 24-year-old was released after 
the offenders successfully withdrew 
money from his account at a Chase 
ATM in the 1500 block of N. Kingsbury.
Police responded to the victim’s home 
and immediately began tracking activ-
ity on his debit card. Raymond and the 
two juveniles were arrested with the 
assistance of Niles police officers at a 
Walmart store in the 5600 block of W. 
Touhy around 1:55 a.m.
Raymond, 24, of Germantown is 
charged with one count of felony 
armed robbery and one count of 
robbery. She was due in bond court 
Monday afternoon.
The minors, ages 16 and 17, each face 
the same counts in juvenile court.
Chicago police issued a community 
alert on June 20 that warned of armed 
robbery offenders who posed as Lyft 
and Uber drivers to pick up victims at 
bars on the North Side.
The alert offered only a vague descrip-
tion of the offenders: a black female 
between 20-40 years of age and 
several black males.
Police on Sunday declined to say if 
Raymond and the teens are suspected 
of committing similar crimes.

Police warning North Side women 
about strong armed robberies
Chicago police are warning North 
Side women about robbery incidents. 
The first was on the 3500 block of 
N. Ashland, 2:40 p.m., Oct. 20, and 
the second was on the 1800 block 
of N. Campbell, 3:30 p.m. Oct. 20. 
During these incidents, the offender 
approached a lone female pedestrian 
and forcibly taken her mobile phone. 
After gaining control of the cell-
phone, the offender fled the scene in a 
waiting Gold colored Honda Odyssey 
mini-van with an Illinois license plate 
H855843 which has been reported 
stolen. 
One male, black offender was de-
scribed as 16-23 years old, 5’-7” to 5’-8” 
tall, 140 to 170 lbs., with brown eyes, 
black hair, dark complexion, wearing a 
grey hoodie and baggy blue jeans. The 
get-away vehicle was occupied by at 
least two unknown subjects.

Duo charged with robbing 3 men 
last Saturday, including North Side 
Brewhouse worker
Two men have been charged with 
committing three armed robberies 
on Oct. 28—one each in Lincoln Park, 
Lakeview, and North Center.
Reginald Stenson, 19, of Evanston 

and Daveion 
Robinson, 18, 
were arrested 
at 11:20 p.m. 
Oct. 4, about an 
hour after they 
robbed a Half 
Acre Beer Co. 
worker on his 
smoke break 

behind the 4200 block of N. Lincoln 
Ave., police said.
Prosecutors said Stenson, Robinson, 
and a juvenile walked up to the worker 
with a black handgun and Robinson 
said, “give me your sh*t.”
The brewhouse worker complied and 
all three robbers fled the scene.
A police officer stopped the trio about 
30 minutes later in the 4600 block 
of N. Damen after seeing them with 
masks on their faces, authorities said.

Cops said they found the brewhouse 
worker’s cellphone and credit card in 
Robinson’s pants during a custodial 
search.
Also found in his pockets were a 
Samsung Note 5; an iPhone 6; and a 
Ventra card belonging to a man who 
had been robbed about two hours 
earlier in the 1900 block of N. Dayton, 
police said.
Investigators also determined that 
some of the property in Robinson’s 
pants belonged to a sportscaster who 
was robbed at 9:45 p.m. Oct. 4 in the 
1200 block of W. Roscoe, records show.
Police said Robinson is a self-admitted 
Gangster Disciple street gang member.
Court records show that Stenson was 
sentenced to two-years probation in 
February after he pleaded guilty to 
burglarizing a social service agency in 
Uptown of its master keys and mul-
tiple Ventra cards.
Since February, the state has asked 
to have his probation revoked twice: 

once after he 
was accused 
of burglar-
izing a CVS in 
Oak Park; and 
again after he 
pleaded guilty 
to trespassing 
at Northwestern 
Univ. The state’s 

request was denied each time by 
Judge James Obbish.
On Oct. 6, police responding to a late-
night burglar alarm at Casey Moran’s 
bar in Wrigleyville allegedly found 
Stenson walking out the back with 
two bottles of liquor. He was charged 
with theft of lost or mislaid property 
and released to await trial.
Both men have been charged with 
three counts of robbery with a dan-
gerous weapon. A judge this week 
ordered them held without bail. No 
further information was available 
about the juvenile.

Man charged with multiple felony 
burglary counts
Willie Norman, 55, of 6700 South Calu-
met Ave., was charged with multiple 
counts of felony burglary on the Near 
North Side. Norman was placed into 
custody on the 
800 block of N. 
Cambridge 10:20 
a.m. Oct. 22 after 
a routine traffic 
stop. 
Detectives were 
able to charge 
the offender 
with four counts 
of Burglary that 
occurred at two 
locations, the 400 block of W. Superior 
on Aug. 7 and Aug. 26 and the 800 
block of W. Eastman on Sept. 13 and 
Oct. 21. Norman is also being investi-
gated for additional burglaries.
Norman is a serial burglar and has 27 
felony and 31 misdemeanor arrests, 
with a total of 12 convictions.

Lakeview, North Center:  
men beaten, robbed  
in separate muggings
Two men have been beaten and 
robbed in separate muggings since 
Nov. 1 —one in North Center and the 
other near Wrigleyville.
Around 12:30 on Nov. 3, a Lakeview 
man was beaten in the head and 
robbed at gunpoint in the 3600 block 
of N. Greenview, police said. After get-
ting the man’s valuables, the offender 
jumped into a silver 4-door Mazda 
with a license plate that begins with 
E904. The gunman is described as a 
black man wearing a white shirt and 
blue jeans.
The North Center attack was reported 
at 11:30 p.m. Nov. 1. In that case, a 
39-year-old man was jumped from 
behind, beaten and robbed outside his 
home in the 2200 block of W. Melrose. 
Police said the offender is a male of 
unknown race who was wearing a dark 
hoodie and blue jeans. He was last 
seen running eastbound from Oakley.

Hammer-wielding thieves  
smash displays, steal luxury 
watches in Water Tower Mall

For the second time in a month, 
thieves armed with hammers have 
walked into a Water Tower watch shop, 
broken display cases, and made off 
with luxury timepieces, say police.
A group of offenders walked into 
Tourneau on the mall’s third floor, 
smashed the glass display case with 
mallets, and ran away with valuable 
watches at 11:40 a.m. on Nov. 3.
The same crew struck the same store 
at 11 a.m. on Oct. 13, according to a 
police alert.
Today’s alert does not mention where 
the crimes have taken place, but a 
source confirmed the location for this 
newspaper.
Tourneau’s entry on the Water Tower 
website says it is “the world’s largest 
watch store featuring over 100 luxury 
brands” including “Omega, Panerai, 
Roger Du Buis, Zenith and TAG Heuer.”
Police said the thieves are a group of 
black men between 17- and 25-years-
old. They stand 5’-10” to 6-feet tall and 
have thin builds. During this incident 
all of the offenders wore hooded 
sweatshirts with the ”Nike” logo. In Oc-
tober, they wore jackets with multiple 
patches.
Last month, the team reportedly fled 
in a gold Jeep Cherokee.
As to how other retailers could 
prevent falling victim to the crew, the 
alert recommends that stores “update 
security video equipment” and “call 
911.”
Anyone with information about these 
crimes is asked to call Area Central 
investigators as 312-747-8384.

Two Lincoln Park convenience 
stores robbed in one hour
A gunman remains on the loose after 
robbing two Lincoln Park convenience 
stores in about an hour last week. The 
offender’s description closely matches 
that of a man who robbed a third con-
venience store and a late night taco 
stand in Lincoln Park over the past two 
weeks.
Around 10:20 p.m. Nov. 2, an armed 
man walked into the 7-Eleven at 2710 
N. Lincoln and announced a robbery. 
He was last seen running westbound 
on Schubert, police said.
Then, around 11:20 p.m., a similar-
looking man armed with a gun robbed 
the 7-Eleven at 2264 N. Clark St.
In both cases, the gunman was de-
scribed as black, about 5’-10” tall, with 
a goatee. He wore a black hoodie and 
dark jeans.
On Saturday, detectives issued a com-
munity alert after a gunman robbed a 
Halsted St. taco shop and a 7-Eleven 
at 2600 N. Lincoln over the course of 
two weeks. Authorities have not yet 
connected last night’s hold-ups to the 
man in the alert.
The alert describes the suspect as a 
black man between 28- and 39-years-
old who stands 5’-4” to 5’-9” tall and 
weighs 180-210 lbs. He has a black 
beard and has been seen wearing a 
gray hooded sweatshirt with black 
pants and a black jacket with white 
lettering on the front and back.

Carjacking in Uptown
Two armed men stole a woman’s car at 
gunpoint in Uptown late on Nov. 1.

Around 11:15 p.m., the offenders 
approached the woman near Clar-
endon and Cuyler and ordered her 
out of her car. They jumped into her 
white Buick Encore and sped away 
northbound in the 4100 block of N. 
Marine Dr., police said.
The offenders are described as two 
black men in their late teens or early 
20’s. They are clean-shaven, slim and 
wore green or blue puffy coats.

Man dead after triple-shooting 
inside Uptown Starbucks
One man is dead and two others, 
including a 12-year-old boy, are hos-
pitalized after they were shot inside 
an Uptown Starbucks on Nov. 2. No 
one is in custody.
Around 8:10 p.m., a man ran into the 
coffee shop at 4753 N. Broadway 
with a masked gunman close be-
hind. The second man opened fire, 
killing the man he had been chasing 
and striking the other two victims.
Sauvignon Watkins, 28, of the 
Avalon Park neighborhood was 
pronounced dead at the scene.
In the seconds after the shooting, 
a woman ran into the coffee shop, 
snatched up the injured boy, and 
drove him to nearby Weiss Hospital, 
a witness said. He was later trans-
ferred in good condition to Lurie 
Children’s Hospital with a gunshot 
wound to his right groin area.
A 24-year-old man was transported 
to Illinois Masonic Medical Center 
with a gunshot wound to his abdo-
men. He is listed in serious condi-
tion.
Standing steps from landmarks 
like the Green Mill Tavern and 
Aragon Ballroom, Town Hall District 
Commander Marc Buslik said that 
Watkins and the shooter had been 
involved in a drug deal nearby.
Police were seeking to identify the 
gunman who was last seen running 
south on Broadway, Buslik said. 
Witnesses described the offender a 
black man in his 20’s who is shorter 
than 6’ tall and was wearing black 
pants, a black jacket, and a face 
mask.
Detectives are also trying to deter-
mine if a black four-door vehicle that 
sped from the scene was used in the 
attack.
Police records show that Watkins, a 
convicted gun offender, had been 
arrested in Uptown six times since 
2014.
This newspaper is withholding 
the names of the two survivors; 
however, we can report that all three 
victims have different last names.
Thursday’s shooting was the second 
of the week in Uptown to record 
multiple victims. Two people were 
shot early on Nov. 1 in the 4600 
block of N. Greenview. That incident 
has connections to a North Side rap-
per, according to police sources.

“Bang Da Hitta” linked to Nov. 1 
double-shooting in Uptown
A North Side rapper with a growing 
criminal record has connections to a 
double-shooting early on Nov. 1 in 
Uptown, police sources said.
Keith “Bang Da Hitta” Hayer was 
arrested in Lakeview after police 
allegedly saw him run from a van 
that is believed to have been used 
to transport the shooting victims to 
Illinois Masonic Medical Center.
Here’s what we’ve learned:
Around 12:30 a.m. Nov. 1, witnesses 
reported hearing up to 12 shots 
fired in the area of Clark and Leland. 
Some people said they saw men 
hiding between cars, shooting at 
each other. Others said that a person 
had been shot and hauled away in a 
Dodge minivan.
Two victims showed up at Masonic 
Hospital about 30 minutes later 
where they told police that they 
were sitting in a minivan in the 4600 
block of N. Greenview when a gun-
man approached and opened fire.
As the victims walked into the hospi-
tal, police found the Dodge minivan 
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in the 1000 block of W. Wellington, 
about a block from the hospital’s 
emergency room entrance. Hayer 
jumped from the van and ran from 
the scene, police said. He was ar-
rested moments later on a warrant.
Shell casings were found inside the 
van and in the 3000 block of N. Shef-
field, but no gun was recovered.
Wednesday’s victims include a 
20-year-old man who suffered a 
gunshot wound to his shoulder. 
He has a long list of gang-related 
arrests in Uptown and near Belmont 
and Sheffield. The other victim is a 
23-year-old man who was paroled in 
September on a cocaine distribution 
charge. He was shot in the back.
In August, this newspaper reported 
that Hayer had been shot in the leg 
while walking in the 1200 block of 
W. Leland, about a half-mile from 
Wednesday’s shooting scene.
A reputed member of the Gang-
ster Disciples street gang, Hayer is 
associated with the far North Side’s 
PBG faction, according to a source. 
He lists a home address in the South 
Side’s Auburn Gresham neighbor-
hood when he’s arrested.

Suburban man killed mother, 
dumped remains in Lincoln Park 
Lagoon; Montrose Harbor  
also searched
Police last week scoured the Lake 
Michigan shoreline near Montrose 
Harbor after a suburban man told 
them that he dumped part of his 
mother’s dismembered body there, 
authorities said.
Brian Peck, 55, of Elgin killed his 
mother, dismembered her body, 
and dumped part of her remains 
into a lagoon near the Lincoln Park 
Zoo because she complained that 
he played his 
music too 
loud, pros-
ecutors said.
He is charged 
with pre-
meditated 
first-degree 
murder, 
first-degree 
murder and 
concealing a homicide in connec-
tion with his mother’s death.
A handsaw was found with 76-year-
old Gail Peck’s torso and legs in a 
duffel bag that fishermen recov-
ered from the Lincoln Park rowing 
channel near 2300 N. Cannon Dr. on 
morning of Oct. 28.
The rest of Gail Peck’s remains have 
yet to be recovered. Brian Peck 
reportedly told investigators that 
he disposed of some of his mother’s 
remains near Montrose Beach.
Elgin police said Peck killed his 
mother early on Oct. 25 after she 
complained that he was playing his 
music too loudly in the home that 
they shared. He allegedly battered 
his mother to death and dismem-
bered her body in a bathtub.
Peck filed a missing person report 
3:30 p.m. on Oct. 27, saying that his 
mother went for a walk with her dog 
but she never returned home—but 
the dog did.
Elgin authorities launched an exten-
sive search for Gail Peck, using dogs, 
all-terrain vehicles, drones, a heli-
copter, and community volunteers, 
police said. The search was called off 
on Saturday morning shortly before 
Gail Peck’s remains were discovered 
in Lincoln Park.
Brian Peck had a history of violence 
against his mother, according to 
prosecutors. He received a 100-day 
sentence after pleading guilty to 
threatening her and putting her in 
a chokehold in March 2016, court 
records show.
He has been ordered held without 
bail.

Robbers strike  
three Lakeview women
A group of young men has robbed 
at least three women in Lakeview 

since Oct. 29. All of the attacks have 
occurred between 7 p.m  and 9:30 
p.m.
Two women were robbed within an 
hour on Oct. 30:
• Around 8:15 p.m., a group of three 
offenders attacked a woman and 
took her purse in the 600 block of W. 
Diversey. All three men proceeded to 
run north on Broadway and east on 
Surf St.
• At 9 p.m., a woman was robbed by 
three offenders near Roscoe and Lake 
Shore Dr. The robbers wrestled away 
the woman’s computer tote bag and 
were last seen running westbound in 
the 400 block of W. Roscoe.
Around 7:20 p.m. on Oct. 29, a woman 
told police that two offenders ap-
proached her in the 900 block of W. 
Grace and poked a chrome handgun 
into her stomach. They took the 
woman’s purse and ran eastbound on 
Grace toward Broadway.
Monday’s offenders were described as 
three black men in their late teens or 
early 20’s who stands 5’-10” to 6’ tall. 
All are slim and were last seen wearing 
dark-colored hoodies or sweaters.
Sunday’s robbers were said to be 
black men between 25- and 30-years-
old who stands bout 5’-10” tall and 
weigh about 140 lbs. One wore a black 
hoodie, and the other wore a black 
hoodie with a gray jacket.

Residential burglaries  
in Lincoln Park, Lakeview

Police are looking for those respon-
sible for three residential burglary 
home invasions that have taken place 
in the past two weeks. During these 
incidents, the armed offender makes 
entry into victims’ homes during the 
overnight hours while they are asleep.
Incidents have occurred on the 600 
block of N. Lincoln 3:50 a.m. Oct, 16; 
on the 3000 Block of N. Kenmore 3:56 
a.m. Oct. 19, and on the 2400 Block of 
N. Jansen 4:30 a.m. Oct. 25.
The offender is described as a male 
black, 18-25 years old, 5’-4 to 5’-10 tall, 
150-180 lbs, wearing a black baseball 
hat with white writing, a white or gray 
hooded sweatshirt, and a green or 
dark colored puffy vest.

Child luring in Ukrainian Village
Police are warning about an attempt-
ed child luring in the Ukrainian Village 
neighborhood Nov. 1.
Around 6:30 a.m., a 14-year-old girl 
walking in the 1200 block of N. Damen 
was engaged in conversation by a 
man in a black SUV. The man told the 
girl that he had been watching her 
every day and then tried to get the girl 
to come into his vehicle, police said. 
The girl continued walking and 
the suspect drove away with two 
unknown passengers in the rear seat 
of his car.
Police said the primary offender is 
a Hispanic man with dark hair and 
a beard or goatee. He wore a gray 
jacket.
Anyone with information about the 
suspect is asked to call Area North 
investigators at 312-744-8266.

One of Lakeview’s worst,  
most violent criminals  
heads to prison … again

One of Lakeview’s most dangerous 
predators is going back to prison. Oct. 
24 Morgan Townsend, 26, of the South 
Shore neighborhood was sentenced to 

seven years in 
prison as a Class 
X felon.

T o w n s e n d 
was on parole 
for a brutal 
2013 mob beat-
ing and robbery 
of two young 
men near the 
Belmont Red 
Line CTA sta-
tion when he escaped electronic moni-
toring and robbed a 36-year-old man 
near the Sheridan Red Line CTA station 
this summer.

In addition to pleading guilty to 
the Sheridan robbery, Townsend also 
pleaded guilty to separate charges of 
residential burglary and theft on Oct. 
24.

Judge Shelley Sutker-Dermer sen-
tenced Townsend to seven-years for 
the robbery, a concurrent seven years 
for the burglary, and one year for the 
theft charge. Felony counts of aggra-
vated battery and unlawful restraint 
related to the mugging were dropped. 
His parole date for the latest convic-
tions has not been set.

The theft count was filed after 
Townsend grabbed a woman and took 
her iPhone and $200 in the Loop on 
March 26.

Despite the fact that he was on 
parole and has a history of violent 
robbery he was placed on electronic 
monitoring for the phone theft, court 
records show.

On June 26, he burglarized a home 
in the 3100 block of N. Orchard and 
was subsequently caught using the 
victim’s stolen Target credit card.

And in mid-July Townsend escaped 
from electronic monitoring, traveled to 
Boystown, and committed that robbery 
near the Sheridan Red Line station.

Later that morning, by sheer co-
incidence, the victim saw Townsend 
standing near a bunch of cops at the 
7-Eleven parking lot on the corner of 
Roscoe and Halsted.

“That’s the guy who robbed me,” 
the victim told an officer, according to 
a police report. Townsend was taken 
into custody.

“He was on electronic monitoring 
at the time of his arrest,” Cook County 
Sheriff spokesperson Sofia Ansari said. 
“He left his residence unauthorized. 
Our electronic monitoring unit was no-
tified when he left, attempted to con-
tact him, but was unsuccessful, and lat-
er learned he had been arrested by the 
CPD. Any questions on why Townsend 
was originally placed on electronic 
monitoring should be addressed with 
the Chief Judge’s office,” Ansari said.

At the police station, cops searched 
Townsend and found four bags of co-
caine, three bags of pot, and 10 bags of 
ecstasy in his underwear, prosecutors 
said. The robbery victim’s debit card 
was also recovered.
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Brian Peck

Also arrested in the 7-Eleven park-
ing lot was a man who gave the name 
“Isaiah Joseph Blackwell.” Fingerprints 
later revealed his actual identity to be 
Zikee Townsend, 22, Morgan’s brother.

Zikee was found to be in posses-
sion of the robbery victim’s iPhone 
and driver’s license as well as 29 ec-
stasy pills worth $725 in his “groin 
area,” police said. All charges against 
Zikee Townsend were subsequently 
dropped. 

Cops hope to heat up  
cold case murder 

Detectives are turning to the public 
for help in cracking a 13-year-old cold 
case murder in the North Side’s Boys-
town neighborhood.
Kevin Clewer was 31-years-old when 
he was found stabbed to death in the 

bathtub of his apartment in the 3400 
block of N. Elaine Place on March 24, 
2004.
He was last seen was seen with a 
person of interest at two bars on the 
Halsted St. bar strip with a person of 
interest who may be known as “Fer-
nando,” police said.
Detectives re-issued a sketch of 
“Fernando,” describing him as being 
a Hispanic man with a slim, athletic 
build in 2004. He would have been 
about 25-years-old at the time. Wit-
nesses said he spoke with a Hispanic 
or European Spanish accent. 
Anyone with information about the 
case is asked to call Detective Camp-
bell at 312-744-8261.

Internal problem at condo building
A Lakeview condo building custo-

dian stands accused of stealing jewelry 
from a vacationing resident’s unit in 
September.

Prosecutors say Victor Lopez Jr., 27, 
used a key to enter the victim’s condo 
in the 300 block of W. Barry late last 
month.

Detectives subsequently deter-
mined that Lopez pawned the woman’s 
jewelry in Calumet City on Sept. 28. He 
was arrested at the condo building on 
Oct. 20. Charged with theft of under 
$500, he is free on a $1,500 recogni-
zance bond.

Lopez has no prior criminal cases in 
Cook County.

—  Compiled by CWBChicago.com

Morgan Townsend
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The Fall clean up is a signature seasonal activity for the Streeterville Orga-
nization of Active Residents Garden Club, which will conclude its’ season on 
Saturday by cleaning up the neighborhood. Clean up co-chairs Judy Birk and 
Carol Brosk can use all the help they can get and will greet volunteers at the 
Lake Shore Park tennis courts at 9 a.m. with gloves and rakes at the ready. 
For more information call 312-280-2596.

Neighbors clean up Is a dog park 
coming to 

Streeterville?
With the reopening of the Lake 

Shore Park, 808 N. Lake Shore 
Dr., after months of restoration 
work, Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd] 
has asked the Chicago Park Dis-
trict to prepare and analyze a 
survey to determine if and where 
a dedicated dog park might be lo-
cated in the park. 

Dog park areas are designated 
sections within Chicago parks or 
beaches, where dogs are allowed 
to run and play off -leash, the only 
areas in the city where this is al-
lowed. Until the creation of these 
areas, dogs are only allowed in the 
city’s parks on a leash. 

Ald. Hopkins is also asking 
for the community’s opinion re-
garding an expansion of the field 
house to accommodate the grow-
ing number of programs for chil-
dren, teens and adults. They are 
now undertaking a survey for fu-
ture park uses. To take the survey 
call 312-643-2299.

design.
Over the years the firefighters 

and paramedics stationed here 
have become an integral part of 
the neighborhood. They take care 
of the neighbors, and the neigh-
bors take care of them. They are 
summoned on emergency calls 
about 3,000 times a year and give 
countless tours to school children, 
curious residents, and people who 
have strayed off of tourism’s beat-
en track.

Soon to be added to the me-

engine 98 from p. 1 morial garden is the famed Blue 
Heron’s sculpture from the nearby 
Ritz-Carlton. “It is truly exciting 
for us to keep the Blue Herons in 
the community,” said Peter Simon-
celli of the Ritz-Carlton. “They 
have been seen in wedding and 
anniversary photos dating back to 
1975, and we only just removed 
them in January when our lobby 
was redone. We know the Blue 
Herons are widely recognized in 
the neighborhood and we are hon-
ored to add them to this garden.”

The memorial garden adjacent to the famous Engine 98 Firehouse, 202 E. 
Chicago Ave.

The grand finale to the parade in-
cludes a spectacular fireworks show 
beginning at 6:55 p.m. over the Chi-
cago River.                                                                         

Photo courtesy Raffaello Hotel

Mag Mile 
Festival  

of Lights  
Nov. 17-18

The 26th annual Magnificent 
Mile Lights Festival holiday event 
organized by the Magnificent 
Mile Assoc. will offer activities 
this year on Friday and Saturday, 
Nov. 17-18. 

The family-friendly event needs 
more than 600 volunteers to pull 
off this annual holiday event and 
still needs balloon handlers, mo-
torcade marshals, safety manage-
ment staff. 

The City’s kickoff to the holiday 
season brings as many as one mil-
lion people to Streeterville and N. 
Michigan Ave. when Mickey and 
Minnie Mouse lead a procession 
of floats, marching bands, celebri-
ties, musical performances, Santa 
Claus. More than 200 trees will be 
illuminated along The Magnifi-
cent Mile. The days’ activities are 
free and open to the public. For 
a schedule of events and special 
holiday offers from area business-
es, visit www.themagnificentmile.
com.

Drivers should be aware that 
major street closures will be in 
place on Michigan Ave., Colum-
bus and Wacker drives, Oak, Ma-
ple, Clark, Randolph, State and 
Delaware streets before, during 
and after the parade on Saturday. 
The popular lighting procession 
will step-off this year at 5:30 p.m. 
from Oak St. and N. Michigan 
Ave. heading north.


