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Suspect in custody
after man fatally shot near Howard CTA station

BY CWBCHICAGO

Chicago police are questioning
a suspect after a man was shot
and killed near the Howard CTA
station on Nov. 16. The Cook
County medical examiner’s of-
fice identified the victim as Ken-
neth Sandy, 30, of the 3100 block
of W. Devon.

At about 1:51 p.m., Sandy got

into an argument with another
person in the 1600 block of W.
Howard, and the confrontation
turned physical, police said. The
other individual pulled out a gun
and fired at least four shots, strik-
ing Sandy in the chest.

The Chicago Fire Dept. trans-
ported him to St. Francis Hos-
pital, where he was pronounced
dead shortly after 2 p.m.

Officers took a suspect into
custody at the scene.

Sandy is the 31st person shot
in Rogers Park this year, down
slightly from 32 at this point last
year but higher than 23 victims
in 2021. Authorities categorized
three of last year’s shootings as
self-defense.

Are Chicagoans growing weary
of sanctuary city

BY DON DEBAT
The Home Front

Are even the most liberal Chi-
cagoans beginning to grow weary
of the Windy City becoming the
nation’s leading Sanctuary City?

While Mayor Brandon Johnson
is trying to bail 3,300 immigrants
out of police stations and O’Hara
Airport, there are hundreds of
tents perched on sidewalks and
parkways in dozens of Chicago
neighborhoods. Johnson’s Demo-
cratic Socialist political boat is
rapidly sinking, along with all the
sanctimonious virtue signaling
that dried up once our bluff was
called.

According to the Illinois Policy
Institute’s Lincoln Poll, Chicago
voters were 2 to 1 in opposition
to Mayor Johnson’s plan to house
migrants in heated tents. Winter
is coming and the thought of fro-
zen migrant families suffering in
tents is not something this town
should take lightly. We all know
how brutal our winters can be.

Several police district stations
are filled with migrants, and tents
are lining Pulaski Ave. Recently,
Northwest Side residents were
vocally opposed when tents start-
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With winter coming, more than 20,00

0 immigrants are currently living in-
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side city limits, some in tents along residential streets.

ed popping up on the parkway at
Leland and Harding avenues near
the 17th District police station.

“It’s incredible to think that
if you live in Chicago, the city
would allow people to camp on
your parkway,” exclaimed one
Albany Park resident. “This is
abusive government. Every alder-
man who supports this should be
put in prison.”

With winter coming on, more
than 20,000 immigrants cur-
rently are planted inside city
limits, thanks in part to the more
than 500 busloads of immigrants
shipped to the Windy City by
Greg Abbott, the Republican gov-
ernor and bluff-caller of Texas.

City officials said about 10,000
migrants have either been re-
settled or united with family or
sponsors.

While struggling to house, feed
and care for thousands of immi-
grants, Johnson faces a tsunami
of problems that likely will drive
up real estate taxes for every Chi-
cagoan, and make him - like his
predecessor - a one-term mayor.

Johnson’s new $16.77 billion
budget earmarks $150 million for
Chicago’s migrants, but the city
currently is spending $40 million
per month on the problem. Mi-
grant cost in 2023 is projected at
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Edgewater names
their Living Treasures

Every year the Edgewater His-
torical Society [EHS] names a
few of their neighbors that they
consider ‘Living Treasurers.’

Well, every year that there isn’t
a pandemic lockdown at least.

On Nov. 4, the EHS did it again,
this time adding in a group from
2020 that were named, but were
left unrecognized in public as the
COVID pandemic shut down all
public events.

The event held at the Edgewa-
ter Library, 6000 N. Broadway,
recognized 2020 recipients James
Ginsburg, Reggie Griffin and
Ronald Roenigk. They also intro-
duced the 2023 recipients Blair
De Haan, Wayne Mitchell and
Tony Chung, and Sandra Pakin.

Edgewater Living Treasures
are residents of Edgewater who
have made a difference, some in

a profound, fundamental way, and
others in a small but significant
action that has affected the well
being of the Edgewater commu-
nity.

Their deeds were not driven by
personal gain, but to help the peo-
ple of the community — whether
generating beauty, fostering har-
mony, helping the less fortunate
or encouraging grass roots activ-
ity.

Honorees are selected from
nominations from the commu-
nity, ‘treasurers’ who have helped
create public spaces and organi-
zations, and who have imparted
values which both celebrate di-
versity and build community.

During the 1950s Edgewater
established a model which sup-
ported religious diversity as a
community value, through the

Edgewater Community Religious
Assoc. This association provided
the model for the formation of
other organizations that enabled
various neighborhood groups
to join together working toward
common goals and forging an
Edgewater identity.

e Sandra Pakin has lived in
Edgewater since 1969 and has
been involved in community
service since retiring in 2004 —
most notably with the Emanuel
Congregational Stitching Ladies
which she joined shortly after re-
tiring. She has coordinated their
crafting efforts for the past 12
years. The ladies have donated
more than 1,000 items annually.

She is also a volunteer knit-
ting instructor at the Edgewater

TREASURES see p. 12

ated by homeless campers.

Under new policy
and ‘trash brigade,’
city removing unused tents
from Marine Dr.

Planned new development
stalled due to
shelter interruption

After homeless tents began
popping up in the parkway west
of Lake Shore Dr. by Marine Dr.
and Bittersweet, the city has acted
to try and stem the growth of a
new outdoor tent community. As a
result of cooperation between city
officials and the migrant shelter
at the American Islamic College
[AIC], 640 W. Irving Park Rd.,
they are now clearing unused
tents and debris from the Marine
and Irving Park area.

As of Nov. 6, a new policy has
been established for the removal
of large items, and other debris
and detritus, that has accumulated
outside of shelters and along near-
by streets. The 46th Ward office
has helped to create an AIC Trash
Brigade which does bi-weekly
trash pick ups around the shelter
involving shelter residents, shelter
staff and area residents.

AIC shelter staff plans to con-
tinue doing weekly maintenance
to this area to prevent more tents
from popping up.

According to the 46th Ward of-
fice, most of the tents now pitched
across from Disney Magnet
School, 4140 N. Marine Dr., are
being used as storage from people
living in the AIC shelter, Report-
edly, most of the tents are not be-
ing used to sleep in.

The remaining tents seen in this
area are still occupied, and being
used to house homeless people.

With winter about to arrive, city
officials hope to find permanent
housing options for those still
camping on the parkways and
sidewalks.

The city is aware that there are
crowds of people gathering in
this area at night and the public
has requested that police have a
stronger presence in the area. A
camera has been installed to spy
on the tent area as there are some
new arrivals who have opted out
of the shelter system.

While a large portion of home-
less are from Venezuela, individu-
als and families are also from all
over the world, including coun-
tries from Africa, Europe, China,
Afghanistan, the Caribbean, and
the Middle East. For most, their
journey starts in South America
and passes through Latin Ameri-
ca, Mexico and across the USA’s
wide open southern border.

The new migrant shelter at
AIC means that construction of
a proposed new development at
the site will not break ground in
the coming months, and no future
date has been announced when
construction may commence.
The developer is still in full legal
standing and has city approval to
build on that site.

The developer has said that
they hope to begin construction
on the planned development fol-
lowing the properties use of the
site as a homeless shelter.

A new Resource Room has also

BRIGADE see p. 12

Touhy/Western SBIF funding
opens Dec. 1

The Touhy/Western Small
Business Improvement Fund
[SBIF] will soon accept applica-
tions to provide grants totaling
$400,000 for permanent building
improvements and repairs.

The taxpayer money is offered
to tenants and owners of indus-
trial and commercial properties,
funded by Tax Increment Financ-
ing revenues in Touchy/Western
TIF districts.

Program participants can re-
ceive grants to cover between 30%

and 90% of the cost of remodel-
ing work, with a maximum grant
of $150,000 for commercial prop-
erties and $250,000 for industrial
properties. The grant does not
have to be repaid.

The city will be soliciting new
applications starting on Friday,
Dec. 1. All applications must be
received by SomerCor by 5 p.m.
on Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2024. For
more information or application
assistance, visit Www.Somercor.
com/sbif.
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They’re pushing us to the edge, and it ain’t pretty

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

There’s always been something
pushing Chicago to the edge.

Wilderness survival. Military
defense. Domestic settlement. Ur-
banization. Modernity. The most
essential components of evolving
American life seemed to effective-
ly churn to shape the full measure
of Chicago’s expansive life.

Since the very beginning of
its prairie life, its vision has been
aimed at what is remarkable in
life. Briskly. Clear-eyed. And soul-
filled.

Chicago’s unfolding 19th cen-
tury evolution did so with passion.
Whether that was skins and pelts
from the denizens of the wilder-
ness, to livestock, rail lines or the
World Series.

How else to explain connecting
Lake Michigan with the Illinois
River (90 miles away) or revers-
ing the flow of the Chicago River,
sending detritus downstream and
not into the lake?

Don’t forget our success con-
structing a wooden stockade for-
tress, Fort Dearborn, the farthest
geographical outpost of the infant
republic back in 1803.

Or our ability to shape buildings
of stone and steel that seemed to
scrape the sky before the 19th cen-
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tury would end.

Who can forget Chicago’s vast
network of rail lines stretching in
every direction through the city
from the earliest days of railroad-
ing. Thanks to Illinois U.S. Sen.
Stephan A. Douglas back in the
1850s. Those tracks were to be-
come the muscle in Chicago’s ex-
pansive fiscal achievements. And
would help to bring 27 million peo-
ple to Chicago, over six months, for
the World’s Columbian Exposition
back in 1893.

Nothing grabbed the attention
of the world more about Chicago
than the Great Fire of 1871. That
autumnal inferno was generated by
long days of dry heat and no rain
to create the perfect scenario for a
tinderbox explosion of fire.

In fact the Great Fire, Oct. 8-10,
1871, was merely the last fire in a
string of urban blazes that devastat-
ed Chicago that summer. Day after
day through September into Octo-
ber, the fires slowly wore down the
City’s fire fighting equipment and
personnel. It is said that when the
fire of Oct. 8 was first observed
from the watchtower on City Hall,
the last of the city’s broken down
equipment could be seen struggling
to return to their fire houses. So
that when they had to turn around,
being dispatched to the latest Great
Fire, there was little they could ac-
complish in the terrible state they
were in.

For two full days and nights,
Chicagoans watched with tears
in their smoke-filled eyes as the
Great Fire that began near 12th St.
(today’s Roosevelt Rd.) creeped its
way northward.

A force of horrific winds pushed
the flames with mythical strength.
While it did not vector and turn very
far west, flames did move speedily
northward toward the river. Many
believed that the waterway would
stand as an unbreakable defensive
wall. But it wasn’t to be. Fireball
and flames shot across the Chicago
River heralding the unthinkable.
Nothing could stop the spread of
the fire. The city appeared to be
vanquished.

Chicagoans would abandon
their mansions and tenements
alike. With many heading to the
cool waters of Lake Michigan for
relief. But on the second evening
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spreading Great Chicago Fire is one of the largest fire losses in
United States history, killing hundreds of people, destroying thousands
of structures, and burning more than 2,000 acres.

of the Fire a miracle did occur. A
rain began to fall which grew into
a steady pouring, consistent power
that began to extinguish the relent-
less flames. The fires stopped just
north of Armitage Ave.

In the end, Chicago was not to-
tally beaten. Plans for a recovery
were soon finding their way to
the lips of the city’s most vibrant
and reasoned leaders of commer-
cial influence. Men like Marshall
Field, Potter Palmer and commer-
cial titans such as Chicago’s meat
packers, Phillip Danforth Armour,
Gustavus Swift and Nelson Morris,
along with those with household
names of Chicago celebrity like the
McCormicks and the Blairs seeking
formulas for recovery in an earth-
shaking strategy for recovery.

Once again Chicago is in need
of an earth-shaking strategy for re-
covery. Instead of flames spreading
across the streets and boulevards
of Chicago, small-time socialist al-
dermen seek to vanquish what the
flames of the Great Fire were never
able to accomplish.

Embracing every conceivable
socio-political reality of the intel-
ligence bankrupt Chicago City
Council, this governmental assem-
bly is supposed to govern the city
with stability and reasoned under-
standing.

Instead misdirected “grassroots”
neophytes have been attempting to
untie the knots of every conceiv-
able sustaining urban reality from
the Chicago Teachers Union to the
Taste of Chicago. Lathering many
freshly created urban conflicts
as “business as usual,” aldermen
are way over their heads in attempt-
ing to “negotiate” away the real in-
depth substance of the dead-ended
foolishness.

Because we’ve endured a vacuum
of corrective mayoral wisdom from
elected officials with no clue how
to resolve Chicago’s biggest issues,
the crisis becomes the true water-
ing down of political leadership.

It’s been generations since Chi-

cago legislative representatives
have been so diminished in their
thinking.

Aldermen, and Mayor Johnson,
our poor excuse for a chief ex-

ecutive, have been thumping their
chests over the small stuff. They
appear unable to rub two thoughts
together about urban survival and
the city’s recovery from the loss of
our commercial stability.

The loss of Water Tower Place
as a viable commercial success is a
real curse on the mindless careers
of those elected to the Council.
Read the financial pages, hard to
fill commercial property is crash-
ing all across our downtown area,
and their answer is raising transfer
taxes to feast on the corpses like
carrion-eaters.

In reality they are in fact slow-
thinking tapioca eaters. Who can
be surprised at their empty-brained
suggestions for recovery? Or filling
the Tremont Hotel with the home-
less? Or firing all those union ho-
tel workers as needed members of
any solution? How’s all that bloated
membership of Johnson’s Teachers
Union going to do making home-
less immigrants a union priority?
These folk couldn’t make a ham
sandwich to shut the mayor up.

So looking back on Chicago’s
majestic evolution into America’s
finest city, it’s a stretch to imagine
an earth-shaking strategy for re-
covery.

What’s pushing Chicago now to
the edge? Can we not get our elect-
ed officials to walk away from the
wokist agenda so expansive at the
Art Institute? What’s next for the
Cook County Board and President
Preckwinkle, with it’s strange new
detente with the absurdist govern-
ment of City Hall?

Something is really pushing all
of us to the edge and it ain’t pretty.
I’'m afraid it looks harder to survive
than the Great Fire.

JFK 60 YEARS: For Ameri-
cans of a certain generation Nov. 23
will always toll with the sad bell of
mourning remembering the young
president murdered on the streets of
Dallas before the eyes of his young
wife. Squeeze a prayer out for JFK,
today, and the America he sought
to transform.

FAREWELL FRIEND: Ralph
Youngren was a prominent archi-
tect and Fellow of the American In-
stitute of Architects. After studying
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with Walter Gropius at Harvard,
he came to Chicago where he ac-
cepted a position with Skidmore
Owings and Merrill. Among his
more prominent projects are the
Regenstein Library at the Univ. of
Chicago, the Beckman Institute at
the Univ. of Illinois, and the U.S.
Air Force Academy in Colorado
Springs. He served on the board of
the Chicago Architecture Founda-
tion from 1971 to 1985, when that
organization owned and operated
Glessner House. Youngren died on
Oct. 17 after a life well-lived.
NOLLAIG SHONA DUIT:

Irish Christmas in America, Sun-
day, Nov. 26, 3:00 p.m. and 7 p.m.
at the Old Town School of Folk
Music, 4544 N. Lincoln Ave. Gary
and Laura Maurer Concert Hall,
773-728-6000... $32 general pub-
lic, $30 members.

John F. Kennedy

DUK’S: Almost 70 years in busi-
ness, Duk’s Red Hots in West Town
is preparing for a name change and
remodel — but a hot dog stand
will live on at its Ashland Ave. lo-
cation, a longtime manager said.
Owner Mervyn Dukatt opened
Duk’s in the mid-1950s at 636 N.
Ashland Ave. with partner Donald
Marsalle, growing it into a local
chain with more than a dozen loca-
tions. Dukatt and Marsalle called

PUSHING see p. 8
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CTA partners with City to provide outreach,

)

Homeless people sleep on a Blue Line train.

Image courtesy Raphael Hipos, Medill

Hope to provide additional
shelter services, substance abuse,
mental health

With the arrival of cold winter weather
and shelter capacity limited due to high de-
mand, Chicago’s homeless population has
traditionally turned to the CTA trains for
shelter.

While the CTA recognizes that their
customers may experience homeless peo-
ple sleeping on their trains and buses, it re-
mains committed to confronting the issue
in a compassionate way.

On Nov. 15 the Chicago Transit Board
approved the extension of an intergovern-
mental agreement between the Chicago
Transit Authority [CTA] and the Chicago
Dept. of Family and Support Services
[DFSS] to provide outreach and support
services for homeless riders who use the
trains as shelter.

The partnership will enable social ser-
vice agencies, working under DFSS, to

e "

ride trains and visit rail stations to engage
with homeless individuals, and to offer
connections to housing, support services
and harm-reduction.

Last year the CTA entered its first con-
tract with DFSS for added support services,
as part of their plan to improve service and
the customer experience. The CTA will
provide up to $2 million to DFSS for added
outreach efforts in 2024, including refer-
rals for temporary and permanent housing,
mental-health services, and substance-
abuse treatment.

The CTA claims it has seen a drop in
complaints regarding homelessness on
CTA property. Specifically, over the win-
ter months, there were almost half as many
complaints as there were in 2022, prior to
the agreement.

“The first year showed tangible results,
connecting [the homeless riders] to hous-
ing and other social services,” said CTA
President Dorval R. Carter, Jr. “This led
to over 5,000 interactions with unhoused
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riders, providing 80 placements for shel-
ter in addition to permanent housing for
30 people. The CTA is committed to
approaching homelessness with compas-
sion, and this has provided valuable help to
people who need it.”

Metra reduces zones

The new zone system for train fares be-
ing introduced by Metra will feature Chi-
cago as its own zone, with Union Station,
the Ogilvie Transportation Center and Mil-
lennium Station serving as Zone 1 on the
various lines.

Currently, Metra has 10 different zones,
based on distance traveled from a rider’s
entry point. The new program will shrink
that number to just four zones. Downtown
stations will be assigned to Zone 1 and out-
lying stations will be assigned to Zones 2
through 4 based on a combination of dis-
tance from downtown, service patterns
and ridership characteristics on each line,
which vary.

If you board downtown, the city’s core
central business district remains in one
zone. North of downtown, starting with the
Clybourn Station is in Zone 2. If you board
in the city and head to the suburbs, it will
add in costs for Zones 3 and 4 based on a
rider’s destination.

Outside of the city, Zones 2-through-4
will cover the city’s suburbs, with Zone 4
the furthest from downtown.

One-way tickets will cost $3.75 from
Zone 2 into the city, $5.50 from Zone 3 into
downtown, and $6.75 from Zone 4, under
the simplified formula. The new fare sys-
tem will take effect on Feb. 1, 2024.
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Winter parking
restrictions start Dec. 1

Be aware of parking areas that become
restricted in snowy weather, enforcement
starts on Dec. 1.

Most often, this means that they are not
available for parking between Dec. 1 and
April 1 when snow is over 2 inches deep.
Look out for signs in your parking areas
that show the specific guidance in each
area or neighborhood.

CTA hosting
Western Brown Line
meeting Nov. 29

The CTA is hosting an online-only vir-
tual meeting 6 p.m. Wednesday Nov. 29
to talk about the proposed scope of CTA’s
planned rebuilding of the Western Ave.
Brown Line station. This will be the first
of several planned meetings. To register
for the meeting visit https:/docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1IFAIpQLSevkw_Z5Yy7-
wo030jIHz4dNUxhl7s6bGQWnGY1DjL-
RtLEX41zg/viewform.

St. Teresa Turkey Trot

St. Teresa Parish is hosting their 8th
Annual Trot Turkey Thanksgiving morn-
ing, 7:30 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 23. Run-
ners, joggers and walkers of all levels
are welcome. The race steps off at 1950
N. Kenmore. To RSVP to Coach Mark at
theroadtoboston@rcn.com.
A light pre-race  breakfast  will
be served.

All one-way trips that do not end in the
downtown corridor will cost $3.75, no mat-
ter the distance, according to the agency.
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$300 million.

Last week, Gov. J.B. Pritzker
offered an infusion of $160 mil-
lion in state taxpayer cash to help
asylum-seekers this winter. The
assistance money is earmarked
for establishing a centralized
intake center, creating a state-
funded tent encampment, and
providing legal and employment
assistance.

Also, Cook County approved
a $100-million fund for “disaster
response and recovery.” Some
$70 million is set aside for mi-
grant medical care.

Experts suggest the immi-
grant issue may end up being a
$5 to $10-billion local problem.
In early November, Johnson vis-
ited with White House staffers in
Washington, D.C. and asked for
$5 billion in additional migrant
aid.

Meanwhile, the Biden Admin-
istration and the federal govern-
ment - who are charged by the
U.S. Constitution with managing
our borders and immigration - is
currently pushing a $1.4 billion
drop-in-the bucket supplemental
package for immigrant shelters
and services through Congress.

Uncle Sam is a deer frozen in
headlights, with the presidential
election less than a year away.
Chicago is just one of several
Sanctuary Cities—along with
Denver, Houston, Los Angeles,
New York, and Washington, D.C.
itself. The nationwide virtue sig-
naling was very popular; until it
wasn’t.

With our southern border still
leaking like a sieve, the Biden
Administration has requested
Congress appropriate $14 billion
in emergency funding to hire ad-
ditional border agents, immigra-
tion judges, attorneys and other
personnel to secure the border.
The request also provides funding
for migrant services and housing.

This request should have come
two years ago.
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(L-R) Mayor Brandon Johnson, Gov. JB Pritzker, former Mayor Lori Lightfoot, former President Donald Trump and President Joe Biden.

Although this writer is not a
fan of former President Donald
Trump’s plan to build a giant
border wall, President Biden is
beginning to read Trumps’s lips,
and plans to finish the U.S-Mex-
ico wall.

We all well-remember the bit-
ter opposition Democrats offered
when Trump asked for a few bil-
lion bucks for border walls.

The virtue signaling was in
full bloom back then, with cries
of ‘racism’ and claims that walls
don’t work.

If Trump wins the 2024 presi-
dential election, analysts say he
may be planning an extreme ex-
pansion of his first-term crack-
down on immigration. A position
more and more of the nation is
backing.

Trump dreams of scouring
the country for millions of im-
migrants living in the U.S. with-
out legal permission. He would
detain them in sprawling camps
while they wait to be deported.

A century ago, immigration to
the U.S. from Europe was much
more controlled and organized by
a more accountable federal gov-
ernment, for those who wanted
to work hard and assimilate in
becoming Americans. When my
Bohemian grandparents immi-
grated here in 1900, they were
admitted through Ellis Island,
worked as farmers and mined
coal. Joe Mehok and his wife
Anna eventually purchased a 40-
acre farm in Southern Indiana
through a government program.
They became naturalized U.S.
citizens and reared 11 children,
including my mother.

That’s the right way you do it!

Today, immigration is a differ-
ent story. Homeland Security’s
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2024 “Homeland Threat Assess-
ment” report notes that “record
encounters of migrants arriving
from a growing number of coun-
tries have complicated border and
immigration security.” In fiscal
year 2023, U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection (CBP) agents have
arrested 35,433 migrants with
criminal convictions, or outstand-

* Chicago has been a self-pro-
claimed Sanctuary City for more
than 38 years. On March 7, 1985,
former Mayor Harold Washing-
ton issued an executive order
that prohibited any city employee
from asking about or assisting an
investigation of the “citizenship
or residence status of any person”
unless ordered to by a court or

Chicago’s status as a Sanctuary City does not require the city to encourage
immigrants to move to Chicago, nor does the Welcoming City ordinance
obligate officials to use taxpayer funds to care for immigrants in Chicago.

ing warrants nationwide, includ-
ing 598 known gang members.

Not all migrants are from Mex-
ico and other South American
countries. Chinese migrants also
are crossing our southern border
in record numbers. According to
the Associated Press, the Border
Patrol made 22,187 arrests of Chi-
nese people between January and
September of 2023 for crossing
the U.S.-Mexico border illegally.

They’re also coming in from
the Middle East, Africa, the Ca-
ribbean and Afghanistan.

Sanctuary City history

How did Chicago become a
Sanctuary City? Most cell-phone
clutching, Facebook flipping
young people under the age of
40 years probably don’t have the
slightest idea. A fact-filled his-
tory lesson researched by Heather
Cherone for www.WTTW.com
follows:

PROTECT

federal law. In addition, the order
prevented city benefits from be-
ing denied to anyone because of
their citizenship status.

Five Chicago mayors followed
Washington’s lead, vowing to
shield all immigrants in Chicago
from federal agents, regardless if
they are citizens, permanent resi-
dents or asylum seekers.

e In 1992, Mayor Richard M.
Daley reissued Mayor Washing-
ton’s executive order, but said his
order did not prohibit city employ-
ees from providing immigration
information to federal officials if
the immigrants were involved in
serious crimes.

That opened what many immi-
gration advocates believed was a
major loophole in protecting un-
documented immigrants in Chi-
cago from deportation that would
remain wide open for more than
30 years.

e In 2006, the Chicago City

Council ratified executive orders
issued by Mayor Washington and
Mayor Daley into law via a pro-
posal that came to be known as
the “Welcoming City” ordinance.

*In 2012, Mayor Rahm Emanu-
el asked the City Council to revise
the law. The City Council agreed
to change the ordinance to allow
Chicago Police officers to turn
over some undocumented immi-
grants to federal law enforcement
officials.

If police brass believed the
undocumented immigrant posed
a threat to public safety, or had
been identified as a gang member,
he or she could be turned over to
federal officials.

e Ironically, in 2021, Mayor
Lori Lightfoot changed the law to
ban Chicago Police officers from
cooperating with federal immi-
gration agents in all cases.

Today, Chicago’s status as a
Sanctuary City does not require
the city to encourage immigrants
to move to Chicago, nor does the
Welcoming City ordinance ob-
ligate officials to use taxpayer
funds to care for immigrants in
Chicago.

In addition, since 2022, the
more than 20,000 migrants sent
to Chicago so far are in the coun-
try legally following their request
for asylum after fleeing persecu-
tion and economic collapse. The
current ordinance focuses on pro-
tections for undocumented immi-
grants, and does not apply to any
of the migrants.

Time for a referendum?

South Side Ald. Anthony Beale
[9th] and Northwest Side Ald.
Anthony Napolitano [41st] have
proposed asking voters in March
of 2024 to vote to ratify the Wel-
coming City ordinance.

Ald. Beale has repeatedly ob-
jected to efforts to spend tax-
payer dollars on plans to care for
migrants after decades of disin-
vestment on the South and West
sides.

Regardless, Mayor Johnson has
said he will not “flinch” in his
support for the new immigrant
arrivals. So while his predecessor
was forced to take responsibility
for (and lose her job over) the un-
intended consequence of growing
crime in Chicago, Johnson may
now own - and be judged - on his
response to the current growing
migrant refugee problem.

The 2024 Democratic Conven-
tion is in Chicago next year, and

Johnson and Biden may make
strange bedfellows over the cur-
rent immigration crisis.
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Tired of winning

Chicago we’re #1 again. No, the
Bears look a bit below average,
the Cubs missed the playoffs with
a late fade, the White Sox, who
knows, and the Bulls and Hawks
are middle of the pack.

But when it comes to rats,
Chicago is the reigning champ.
That’s right, Chicago topped
Orkin’s rattiest cities list for the
ninth year in a row. That’s quite a
winning streak.

In the race for Rat King, there is
Chicago and then there is every-
body else. In the rat race Chicago
beat Los Angeles, Baltimore, New
York and even the city that would
seem on its face to have the most
rats, Washington D.C.

Pest control company Or-
kin looked at the number of ro-
dent treatments performed on
both residential and commercial
buildings in the past 12 months
and declared Chicago as the most
rodent-infested city for 2023. LA
took second with New York City
trailing closely in third place.
Washington, D.C. and San Fran-
cisco, remained in their same
positions as last year to round out
the top five.

Chicago has been the rattiest
city in the country for eight years,
despite the city’s efforts to tame
the rat population for nearly a de-
cade.

Residents in Chicago get some
of the credit, of course, in that we
made more than 50,000 rat com-
plaints in 2022. The number is a
slight decline from the prior year
when more than 65,000 com-
plaints were made, according to
our 311 caller data.

According to 311, West Town
has the highest number of com-
plaints in the city with more than
1,200, followed closely by the
community areas of Portage Park,
Logan Square, and Lakeview.

But the number is significantly
higher than the rat complaints
made before the pandemic. Chi-
cago Dept. of Rodent Control
investigates every reported rat
sighting. They really do. This
newspaper office has made such
calls and had serious rat discus-
sion in the alley behind our of-
fice.

Alley conditions are investigat-
ed and damaged garbage cans are
replaced. Rodenticide is placed in
rat burrows to eradicate the nest.

So it’s not due to lack of effort by
Chicago’s baiting crews that the
rats seem to be winning.

The city actually has a very
serious and aggressive rodent
control program.

Or at least is used to... post
pandemic, things have changed
for the rat and bait crews.

Image by Serhii Shalamov

With fewer people
dining out, the city
Jound fewer rats along
commercial corridors
and their alleys,

and more near

your backyard grill.

But like many government of-
fices, staffing is currently a prob-
lem. Chicago now finds it diffi-
cult to handle all the complaints,
with the city bureau being short-
staffed and often responding late,
according to an investigation by
Illinois Answers.

The investigation found that the
bureau failed to meet its goals to
handle each rat complaint within
five days for the last two years.

As for the rats, post-pandemic
shutdown, they had to adjust to
more meals consumed in homes
and backyards over traditional
entertainment and restaurant dis-
tricts.

With fewer people dining out,
the city found fewer rats along
commercial corridors and their
alleys, and more near your back-
yard grill.

In Mayor Brandon Johnson’s
new budget, he plans to allocate
nearly $15 million to the Bu-
reau of Rodent Control budget in
2024, a boost of $1.5million from
2023.The funding will bring three
new vehicles and six additional
staff members to our streets.

What to look for

Because of the threats that
rodents pose, it’s important
for homeowners to know
how to spot an issue in order
to take a proactive approach
in eliminating them from
their homes. A few common
signs of a rodent infestation
include:

* Droppings: Rodent drop-
pings are often left behind in
places where food is stored,
such as kitchen cabinets or
pantries, under sinks, inside
chewed cardboard boxes,
along baseboards and on top
of wall beams

e Gnaw marks: Mice are
known to bite through walls,
wood and wires. The damage
to wiring within walls can
increase the risk for a house
fire.

* Nests: Rodents prefer to
nest in dark, secluded areas
where there is little chance
of disturbance. Be on the
lookout for shredded paper
products, cotton, packing
materials and other fabrics,
as house mice like to build
nests out of these materials.

e Rub marks: Rats tend
to leave dark grease or dirt
marks along walls and floor-
boards as they follow a trail
throughout the home be-
tween their nest and food.

e Strange noises: Scurry-
ing in the walls or in the attic
could mean a rodent family
is present. Rodents are espe-
cially fond of attics as it’s an
insulated area for nest build-
ing.

Each fall, mice and other ro-
dents invade an estimated 21
million homes in the U.S. They
typically enter homes between
October and February looking
for food, water and shelter from
the cold. And unique to previous
years, with the influx of outdoor
dining structures brought on by
the pandemic, rodents have found
the perfect place to dine, live and
multiply, so consumers should pay
extra attention to the attractants
that entice rats and mice.
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forged in the shape of leaves, some inscribed with the names of Chica-
goans lost to the epidemic. Just beyond the gate the park opens up to a
winding path where people can reflect amidst a landscaped garden.

A show of strength, solidarity
for those lost and living with HIV/AIDS

Dec. 1 event
at Belmont Harbor

The Chicago Parks Foundation
and the AIDS Garden Chicago
Board of Directors is inviting
North Side residents to take part
in a World AIDS Day commemo-
ration at AIDS Garden Chicago,
on the Lakefront just south of
Belmont Harbor, 10 a.m. Friday,
Dec. 1. The effort is intended to
remember lives lost and stand in
solidarity with those living with
the HIV/AIDS virus.

The free public gathering will
take place outdoors, rain, snow
or shine, featuring live music
and reflections by various com-
munity members and leaders, all
while being immersed in the gar-
den space dedicated to education,
contemplation, and honor.

The AIDS Garden Chicago
was unveiled in June 2022, and is
the city’s first public monument
to memorialize Chicago’s history
during the early years of the HIV/
AIDS epidemic.

The 2.5 acre park was built
along Lake Michigan just south
of Belmont Harbor at the historic
Belmont Rocks location, a gath-
ering spot for the LGBTQ+ com-

munity between the 1960s and
the 1990s. It is intended to be a
communal place of celebration,
remembrance, and pride.

The AIDS Garden Chicago
also houses a digital collection of
personal community memories in
its online archives.

“I can think of no better place
in Chicago to gather as a com-
munity to mark World AIDS Day
than in AIDS Garden Chicago,”
says Yoni Pizer, AIDS Garden
Chicago Board President. “The
park’s purpose is to honor, re-
member and celebrate those we
have lost to and those still affect-
ed by HIV/AIDS.” The park also
“serves as a symbol of the hope,
resilience, power, and persever-
ance of any community under
siege, even in the face of incred-
ible challenges.”

Since 1988, World AIDS Day
encourages global communities to
stand together and commemorate
the more than 40 million people
who have died worldwide since
the start of the epidemic. HIV/
AIDS continues to be a major
public health challenge as people
today are still diagnosed and liv-
ing with the virus.

Wednesday, Dec. 13.

St. Lucia Festival of Lights is Dec. 13

Celebrate St. Lucia Day in Andersonville starting at 4:45 p.m.

The St. Lucia celebrations include a procession starting from
the Swedish American Museum, 5211 N. Clark St., north down
the sidewalks of Clark St., highlighted by children singing “The
Lucia Song,” and donning long white robes.

The choir will perform again at 5 p.m. under the Andersonville
holiday tree at Clark St. & Catalpa Ave.
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Police
Beat...

Three former execs at HIV charity
allegedly took $300K+
for personal expenses

An insurance company has filed
suit against three former executives
at the Chicago House, a social ser-
vice agency that assists people with
HIV, saying the executives should be
made to repay more than $300,000
allegedly pilfered from the non-
profit organization.

Andrea Peoples, Chicago House
CFO, allegedly used agency funds
for “personal expenses, purchases,
withdrawal and general use, not
related to [agency] business in any
way,” claims a lawsuit by West Bend
Mutual Insurance Company, filed in
Cook County Circuit Court.

“Defendant had no right to the
property, and this was done without
authorization,” the suit says.

Tijana Timatyos, Chief Property
Officer, and Judith Classen Smith,
also allegedly used agency funds for
personal expenses, purchases, and
general use, said the lawsuit, which
accuses all three women of conver-
sion of funds.

Their alleged actions allegedly
costthe agency more than $300,000,
according to the suit.

“West Bend was obligated and
did make said payments to their in-
sureds in the amount of $105,000 as
determined by the insurance policy,”
the suit states.

The lawsuit, which names the
three women as defendants, seeks a
judgment of at least $105,000, plus
legal expenses.

Thieves smash windows,
burglarize four
Edgewater businesses

Chicago police issued an alert af-
ter four Edgewater businesses were
burglarized Nov. 18.

The burglaries happened within
20 mins between 3:40 a.m. and 4
a.m. in the 6000 block of N. Broad-
way.

In each incident, the front glass
windows were shattered, and the
unknown offender or offenders
made entrance into the business.
They broke open the cash registers
before fleeing the scene.

Anyone with information on these
crimes may contact the Area 3 Bu-
reau of Detectives at 312-744-8263.

Students file sexual abuse suit
against CPS

A group of Chicago Public Schools
students have filed suit against the
school district, saying the district
should pay for allegedly allowing a
PE teacher to sexually abuse them
and other students for years.

Chicago Board of Education,
Federico Garcia Lorca Elementary
School, Chicago Public School Dis-
trict 299 and Andrew Castro were all
named as defendants in the suit.

Jane Doe and Jack Doe filed the
lawsuit on behalf of three minors,
John Doe and James Doe, and Jill
Roe, on behalf of minor Joe Roe, all
alleged they were sexually abused
by Castro for years, according to a
complain filed Oct. 23 in Chicago
federal court.

The case involves minor plaintiffs
Does and Roe. The plaintiffs allege
Castro, a PE teacher employed by
the Board of Education, allegedly
targeted these vulnerable children
for sexual abuse.

Castro has been criminally
charged in connection with the sex
abuse allegations. Castro allegedly
groomed the minor plaintiffs by
engaging in conversations about
their family lives during PE classes.
He invited them to soccer matches,

outings and his home, according to
the suit.

The plaintiffs claim Castro provided
gifts, took them out and communi-
cated with them electronically. He al-
legedly coerced the boys into explicit
games and sexual acts, taking advan-
tage of their embarrassment and fi-
nancial dependence on him.

Despite faculty and student aware-
ness, school officials failed to inter-
vene or report the situation, accord-
ing to the suit.

Migrant shoplifted from three
Mag Mile stores in one day
A Venezuelan migrant has been
charged with shoplifting from three
different stores on the Magnificent
Mile in a single day. He has been ar-
rested in Chicago two other times
since August under different names.
Police arrested
Gregorio Yorman
Adrianza-Romero,
25, on Nov. 10

after employees
accused him of
shoplifting  from
Gregorio Ralph Lauren, 750
Yorman Adrian- N- Michigan, Victo-
za-Romero ria’s Secret, 734 N.

——  — Michigan, and Saks
Fifth Avenue, 700 N. Michigan, accord-
ing to complaints filed with the court.

Judge Charles Beach released him
on Nov. 11.

Adrianza-Romero was previously
charged with shoplifting at Nord-
strom, 55 E. Grand, on Aug. 13. Pros-
ecutors dropped the case on Sept. 5.

He was arrested again on Oct. 25
under the name Jose Hernandez
Mende Romero, according to Chicago
police arrest records. In that case, he
was accused of domestic battery at
the Near West 12th District police sta-
tion, where he had been living.

During his most recent arrest, he
listed the 25th District police station
in Austin as his residence.

Good luck, bad luck

We have an update about a Ven-
ezuelan migrant we've reported on
previously, 24-year-old Jose Aponte-
Garcia.

He was arrested on Sept. 27 after
Chicago police accused him of having
a stolen firearm in a vehicle during a
traffic stop downtown. Then he failed
to show up for his court date and got
arrested on a warrant when Chicago
cops recognized himin the Near North
18th District station lobby.

Aponte-Garcia caught a break on
Oct. 23 when Judge Robert Kuzas
threw out the gun case after finding
no probable cause, according to court
records.

Exactly one week later, Aponte-
Garcia got arrested again. Security of-
ficers at a Walmart on the West Side
accused him of shoplifting four mini
LED headlamps, six pairs of gloves,
four winter hats, seven packs of un-
derwear, a baseball hat, and a back-
pack, police said. He's due in court
again on Nov. 27.

No smoking

Ronny Javier Rodriguez Tovar, also
identified as Jorge Alvarez in one of
his recent CPD arrest reports, has two
cases pending in court.

In one case, he's accused of stuff-
ing $773 worth of merchandise into
a suitcase and walking out the door
at Target, 1200 N. Larrabee. He lived
a half-block away at the time, at the
Near North 18th District station.

He now lists the Central 1st District
station in the South Loop as his home.
Chicago police arrested him there last
weekend.

According to his latest arrest report,
a Haitian asylum seeker who also lives
in the lobby asked him to stop smok-
ing in the building. Tovar grabbed
the man’s leg with both hands and
refused to let go, the police said. He
also refused “several” police orders to
leave the building, according to the
arrest report.

Two police officers eventually ar-
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rested him after he became “dead
weight” and stiffened his body. Cops
said they found a “glass cylinder con-
taining a white powder substance”
that they believed to be crack cocaine
in his pocket.

He's charged with misdemeanor
counts of battery, resisting police, and
possession of drug paraphernalia. He
was also cited for smoking in a public
place.

Joint operation

Luis Acosta, a 23-year-old migrant
who now lives on the South Side, was
arrested on Nov. 1 across the street
from his former home at the Standard
Club shelter, 320 S. Plymouth, in the
Loop.

Chicago police officers said they
watched him conduct hand-to-hand
transactions for “loose items” he
grabbed from a baggie inside Pritzker
Park, 20 W. Van Buren.

When they confronted Acosta,
they allegedly found 47 joints in a
plastic bag and a baggie containing
suspected cannabis, his CPD arrest
report said.

Officers said he was carrying $810
in cash and had $268 worth of canna-
bis when they arrested him.

Acosta was arrested once before in
Chicago. On August 15, cops said they
saw him riding his bike around the
47th Street Red Line station lobby be-
fore he passed through the turnstile
without paying. Prosecutors dropped
the case on Sept. 28.

Three arrests

Eduardo Alvarez, a 20-year-old list-
ing the Young Women's Leadership
Academy shelter, 2641 S. Calumet,
as his home, has been arrested three
times since August, according to CPD
records.

On Aug. 22, Nordstrom security ac-
cused him of walking out with a belt
and boxer shorts worth $595. Pros-
ecutors refused to file felony charges,
and they dropped the misdemeanor
case on Sept. 27, CPD and court re-
cords show.

Two days later, he was arrested for
allegedly jumping the turnstile at the
Jackson Red Line CTA station.

He was arrested again on Oct. 13,
this time at Nordstrom Rack, 101 E.
Chicago. Security officers accused
him of walking out with two pairs of
sunglasses in his sweater, a CPD arrest
report said.

Carjacker strikes woman
with her own car
at Lakeview gas station

A woman was struck by her own
car when a carjacker jumped behind
the wheel as she filled it with gas in
Lakeview on Nov. 15, Chicago police
say. The incident, which followed a
wave of violent hijackings in the area
the night of Nov. 14, comes as the city
is beginning to see year-over-year in-
creases in carjacking reports.

The 48-year-old woman was fueling
her 2019 Mercedes at BP, 4070 N. Clark,
when a man exited a nearby SUV and
climbed into her vehicle around 1:43
p.m. He drove away with her car, strik-
ing her as he headed off the lot. EMS
took the 48-year-old woman to Advo-
cate lllinois Masonic Medical Centerin
good condition, according to CPD.

Police said the hijacker arrived in a
white SUV, possibly a BMW, that was
driven by an accomplice. CPD did not
release a description of the offender.

Chicago has been experiencing
a modest but consistent decline in
monthly carjacking reports since set-
ting a record high in 2021. Still, the
1,115 cases seen this year as of Nov. 7
remain 126% higher than in 2019.

Hijacking reports began to sub-
side as the “Kia Boy” phenomenon, in
which auto thieves use USB plugs to
steal some Kia and Hyundai models,
took root in the summer of 2022.

However, the city's crime data
shows carjacking reports increased in
October compared to Oct. 2022, the
first month-to-month hijacking in-
crease this year. The first week of this

Chicago man battered comedian,
staff at Laugh Factory

Things got serious at the Laugh Fac-
tory when, according to a Chicago po-
lice report, an Uptown man battered
the comedian and staff members who
tried to eject him from the club.

Rich February, 44, “got into a verbal
altercation  with
the acting come-
dian” at the club,
3175 N. Broadway,
during a Nov. 6
performance, the
report said. The
situation escalated
when February
“shoved the un-
known comedian,” prompting one
of the club’s security guards to inter-
vene, according to the report.

Police said the 43-year-old guard
told February he was no longer wel-
come in the club, but February re-
sponded by striking the guard in the
face “multiple times,” police said. Two

=

Rich February

additional Laugh Factory workers
were also battered, according to
the allegations.

Once they reached the exit, Feb-
ruary slammed the door, breaking
the inner glass, and fled, the police
report said. He allegedly returned
to the club in his Hummer around
10 p.m. and spray-painted the front
door.

February was still at the scene
when Chicago police arrived. The
report said they arrested him after
the security guard pointed him out,
and all of the victims identified him.
He was released from the Town Hall
District station about five hours
later.

He's charged with three counts
of battery, criminal damage to
property, criminal defacement, and
criminal trespassing, all of which are
misdemeanors.

month also outpaced the first week of
last November.

It's too soon to say if the city has
merely hit a bump in the road or if hi-
jackings are making a comeback.

Former Art Institute
payroll manager gets three years
for $2.3 million fraud scheme

The ArtInstitute of Chicago's former
payroll manager has been sentenced
to three years in prison for running
a long-term scheme that diverted
$2,308,772 of the museum’s money to
his personal bank accounts.

U.S. District Judge Manish Shah
handed down the sentence Nov. 16,
bringing arelative-
ly quick end to the
case, which fed-

i ‘, E eral prosecutors

I /% .’ first announced in
January.

: - Michael Mau-

i rello, 57, must also

pay restitution, a
feat his attorney
claimed was “impossible” in light of
the significant loss the museum sus-
tained and the fact that Maurello is
essentially unemployable. He faced a
maximum sentence of 20 years on the
fraud charge.

Between 2007 and 2020, Maurello
directed Art Institute money to his
own bank account but made entries
in the museum’s payroll system that
said the payments were being made
to other employees or former em-
ployees, prosecutors said.

Federal prosecutors argued in a
sentencing memorandum that Mau-
rello “did not need any of that money.
Indeed, he used much of it for extrava-
gances, such as trips to Hawaii and Las
Vegas and the purchase of jewelry.”

When Maurello was charged, his In-
stagram account included many pho-
tographs of him posing in exotic, trop-
ical locations with a traveling partner.
The account is now private.

Maurello “has lost everything he
cherished in his life,” attorney Frank
Cece, Jr. wrote in defense sentencing
memorandum. “His husband of 20
years divorced him. Most of his fam-
ily has alienated him. He is no longer
employed or employable due to the
[criminal charges] and his medical
condition...”

Those medical conditions include
the loss of his right leg below the knee
due to gangrene, Cece explained.

He “has been involved with his
brother, William’s children all their
lives; however since this incident, he
is no longer welcome into the home
or allowed to reside with his brother,”
Cece continued. “He has become a
recluse by circumstances and not by
choice.”

Cece said Maurello has “substantial
funds” in a retirement account that
could be used toward repaying the Art
Institute, but it still will not be enough
to make the museum whole.

Michael Maurello

Among the false reasons Mau-
rello entered into the museum’s
payroll system for fraudulent pay-
ments he received were “negative
withholding of taxes,” “negative
payroll deduction for life insurance
premiums,” and false payouts for
unused paid time off. After receiv-
ing the money, Maurello reversed
transactions in the museum’s pay-
roll system so employees would not
see the payments he received on
their year-end tax forms.

The museum’s assistant control-
ler confronted Maurello about a
$53,000 payment in Jan. 2020. He
brushed it off as a “test” of the pay-
roll system.

Man gets six years for robbing
DePaul student at knifepoint
inside school library

A Chicago man has been sen-
tenced to six years for robbing a De-
Paul Univ. student at knifepoint in-
side the school’s downtown library
earlier this year. Kainti Foster-Smith
received an additional four years
for battering a Cook County jail
employee while he was in custody
for the robbery, according to court
records.

<3 He pleaded
guilty to one
count of armed
robbery and one
count of aggra-
vated battery of
a Dept. of Cor-
rections employ-
ee before Judge
——— Ursula Waloski.
She ordered the sentences to be
served consecutively. With good
behavior and other credits, he will
be paroled in May 2028.

Prosecutors said the DePaul stu-
dent saw Foster-Smith, 23, watching
her as she went to the library rest-
room around noon on Jan. 27. Her
wallet was missing from her work-
station when she returned.

The woman confronted Foster-
Smith about the theft and called
for security. Foster-Smith allegedly
told the school’s officers that the
woman was a “crazy ex-girlfriend”
and walked away.

But the woman followed him and
asked for her wallet back. That's
when Foster-Smith pulled out a
knife, according to prosecutors.

“I'm going to murder you if you
keep on following me,” he allegedly
said.

Chicago police arrived a few min-
utes later and arrested him. They al-
legedly found a knife and the wom-
an’s wallet, ID, and credit cards in his
possession.

Details about the jail attack were
not immediately available.

A few weeks before robbing the
DePaul student, Foster-Smith was

POLICE BEAT seep. 10

Kainti Foster-
Smith




BY CWBCHICAGO

A man has died after being
punched in the face by a man
who asked him for money outside
the House of Blues on Nov. 15,
according to Chicago police and
witnesses. No one is in custody,
but the attacker is believed to be
a “flier boy” who works River
North nightlife districts.

Police said the victim was
walking in the 300 block of N.
Dearborn when two men asked
him for money around 11:27 p.m.
One of the men then punched the
victim in the head, causing him
to fall and strike his head on the
ground.

Witnesses tried to save the man
by administering CPR, but he was
pronounced dead at Northwest-
ern Memorial Hospital within an
hour.

People who work in the Ma-
rina City complex said the of-
fender regularly works people for
money outside the House of Blues
and along nearby bar strips. So-
called “flier boys” often lure in

prospects by distributing hand-
bills that purport to show they are
raising money for a sports team
or charity. They typically work
in tourist areas, nightlife districts,
and the CTA. Some work in con-
junction with “bucket boys” who
pound plastic buckets like drums.

One worker told us the suspect
is Black, about 6 feet tall. He has
a beard and appears to be in his
late 20s or early 30s. An officer
who reviewed surveillance video
of the attack said he was wear-
ing a black puffy coat and headed
north on State St. after punching
the man.

The victim is the second person
murdered in River North this year
and the fifth murder victim in
the Near North Side community
area.

One of this year’s other murder
victims was also killed after be-
ing punched in the head and fall-
ing to the ground. Russ Long, 53,
died about two weeks after being
attacked outside the Cartier Store,
630 N. Michigan, on the after-
noon of June 29.
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Man dies after ‘flier boy’ punched him in the head outside House of Blues

A GoFundMe has been estab-
lished to support the mother of
Drew Hulburt, the man who died
after being punched outside the
House of Blues Chicago on Nov.
15.

“Drew was the kindest person
I'd ever met,” wrote Kris Decklever,
a friend of Hulburt who launched
the campaign on Nov. 19. “Grow-
ing up, he was a friend to every-
one, and one of my best friends. |
was always welcomed at his house
by his mother Anita and his father
Phil.”

“You'd have been hard-pressed
to find a better human being.”

Hulburt was leaving the Skinny
Puppy concert at House of Blues
just before 11:30 p.m. when two

GoFundMe established for funeral, burial of man killed outside House of Blues

solicited
from

men
money
him, Chicago
police said.
One of those
men punched
Hulburt in the
head. He fell
and struck his
head on the
pavement.
_— House of
Blues staffers tried to revive him by
administering CPR, but he didn’t
make it.

“We drifted apart as adults do,
but we picked up as if we had never
been apart,” Decklever remem-
bered. “He will be greatly missed.”

Decklever said he established

il

Drew Hulburt

the fundraiser to help Hulburt's
mother with funeral, burial, and
transportation expenses.

“If it is possible, anything re-
maining will go to a potential
scholarship in his name at Osage
Community High School,” Deck-
lever continued.

People who work in the Marina
City complextold this reporterthat
the men who approached Hulburt
outside the House of Blues regu-
larly work people for money in the
area and along nearby bar strips.

As of Sunday evening, Chicago
police have not announced any ar-
rests in connection with Hulburt'’s
death. The Cook County medical
examiner’s office findings were
still pending.

A man is awaiting trial on mur-
der charges in that case.

On Nov. 13, a 23-year-old
woman was critically injured
when a man struck her in the
head with a log directly across
the street from where Long was
attacked. She remained unre-

sponsive with head and brain in-
juries as prosecutors filed charges
in the case.

Another man was killed after
being attacked and striking his
head on the pavement in Wrig-
leyville in Jan. 2022. Sergio
Ontiveros, 51, of Beverly Hills,

CA, died eight days after the
Jan. 17 attack. He was the father
of a child with Tamla Robinson,
the daughter of Motown singing
legend Smokey Robinson. No one
has been charged with Ontiveros’
death.

BY CWBCHICAGO

The armed robbery crew that
committed a string of armed
robberies and carjackings on
the North Side Nov. 14 went on
to burglarize two Ulta Beauty
stores a few hours later, Chicago
police say.

In a community alert, CPD
now says a group of up to six
men committed six robberies and
carjackings: in the 1800 block of
W. Belle Plaine around 7 p.m;
the 5300 block of N. Damen at
10:28 p.m.; the 4400 block of N.
Lincoln at 10:50 p.m.; the 2200
block of W. Irving Park at 11:17
p-m.; the 900 block of W. Grace
at 11:30 p.m.; and the 3500 block
of N. Clark at 11:38 p.m.

Each time, they displayed guns
and took property from the vic-
tims, including an 84-year-old
man that they battered at the
Damen Ave. robbery, police said.
In three cases, the crew carjacked
drivers after boxing the victims
in with two previously hijacked
vehicles, according to CPD. The
hijackings occurred on Grace,
Clark, and Lincoln.

They switched gears and went
into burglary mode on Nov. 15.
Police say they first broke into
a store in the 2700 block of N.
Clybourn around 2:30 a.m. The
group moved on to the first block
of S. Halsted, where they broke
into another store at 3:05 a.m.

CPD didn’t identify the stores,
but a source said they were both
Ulta Beauty locations. Burglars
forced their way through win-
dows and stole large amounts of
perfume from both locations. The
Halsted store alone lost $10,000
worth of merchandise, according
to CPD.

The department described
the suspects as Black males be-
tween 16 and 20 years old. They
wore dark hoodies and black ski
masks.

Anyone with information about
them can contact Area Three de-
tectives at 312-744-8263. Refer to
crime pattern P23-3-091.

North Side robbery, carjacking crew
also burglarized two Ulta Beauty stores, taking $10K+ in merch

Previous coverage

The group of armed carjackers
who caravaned across the North
Side are suspected of hijacking
two drivers in Wrigleyville and
another in North Center after rob-
bing two men in Lincoln Square
on Nov. 14. Chicago police say
no arrests have been made in the
hour-long crime spree.

An 84-year-old man and a
28-year-old man were targeted
in the first robbery, reported at
10:28 p.m. in the 5300 block of
N. Damen, a CPD spokesperson
said. The men were outside when
five or six robbers robbed them at
gunpoint and then battered both
men. EMS treated the older man
at the scene, but neither man was
seriously injured, police said.

After the holdup, the robbers
fled south in two cars, one white
and one orange.

About 30 minutes later, a group
of four to six armed men used
two cars to block in a driver in
the 4400 block of N. Lincoln.

ROBERTS
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Chicago police said the offenders
forced the man from his car, and
two of them drove away with the
Toyota Camry.

The crew left a stolen Hyun-
dai at the scene, according to a
witness. Its steering column was
stripped, and its side window was
broken out.

Moments later, a witness called
911 to report three carloads of
masked men speeding down
Western Ave. near Waveland
while waving guns out of the ve-
hicles: a Toyota Camry, an orange
SUYV, and a third vehicle.

Two carjackings were report-
ed in Wrigleyville around 11:30
p-m.

In the 900 block of W. Grace,
two vehicles filled with armed
men boxed in a 29-year-old Uber
driver’s car around 11:30 p.m.
He ran away and hid after seeing
the men get out of the cars with
guns.

A few minutes later, a 25-year-

old woman was carjacked while
parking her car in the 3500 block
of N. Clark, according to a CPD
media statement.

The woman said two vehicles
boxed her in, and “multiple” car-
jackers exited the cars with guns
to force her from her vehicle, the
statement said.

According to police, the offend-
ers beat and robbed another wom-
an who was in the victim’s car.

Chicago police officers re-
ported that they saw the carjack-
ing caravan, which included the
orange SUV and three other ve-
hicles, speeding away from the
area around 11:35 p.m. A few
minutes later, a CPD surveillance
officer said the crew drove onto
southbound Lake Shore Dr. at
Belmont.

With the exception of the first
robbery, all of the crimes oc-
curred in the Town Hall 19th Dis-
trict. Robberies there are up two-
percent compared to last year and

PRE-NEED - AT NEED - CONVENIENTLY LOCATED
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50% compared to 2019.

The Lincoln Square robbery
was in the Lincoln 20th District,
where robbery reports are down
19% from last year. They are up
36% compared to 2019, though.

Both districts are faring much
better than the city at large. Over-
all, robbery reports are up 25%
this year and up 38% versus
2019.
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Lincoln Park
Chamber CEO
named
tops in state

Mike Paone and Kim Schilf.

Lincoln Park Chamber of
Commerce [LPCC] President
and CEO Kim Schilf was recent-
ly named Distinguished Illinois
Chamber of Commerce Execu-
tive of the Year.

The award was presented at
the Illinois Assoc. of Chamber of
Commerce Executives [IACCE]
annual celebration and awards
dinner. The award recognizes
the long-term professional career
achievements of the candidate,
their exemplary performance and
leadership.

Schiff joined the LPCC in 1993
as the vice president of member
services, and has served as presi-
dent and CEO since 1998. “Schilf
served as IACCE Board Chair
in 2004 and continues to mentor
numerous chamber of commerce
executives throughout Chicago
and Illinois.” said Mike Paone,
IACCE Board Chair and Vice
President, Joliet Region Chamber
of Commerce. “Through (her)
steadfast dedication, strategic
planning,and community-focused
initiatives, the LPCC has made a
lasting and transformative impact
on the local community, serving
as a beacon of economic stability,
innovation, and progress.”

Subscribe online

for only $20 per year
at insideonline.com

Bobbi Panter and Patty Marx.
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Art Smith

Jason Knowles

Bradley Parker Sparrow with Joannie Pallatto.

Father George Lane

. =
I

Joey Majumdar

PUSHING from p. 2

their hot dog stand Donald Duk’s
Red Hots, which landed the busi-
ness in hot water with Disney, ac-
cording to a brief history published
by Vienna Beef. They removed
“Donald” from the name and went
on to sell Chicago street food for
decades, including not just Polishes
and Italian beefs but deeper cuts
like tamales, gravy bread and pizza
puffs.

CHICAGO EMMYS: Joey
Majumdar celebrating with his
pal, ABC reporter Jason Knowles,
forreceiving three awards including
a major Emmy Award for broad-
casting excellence, for reporting
the tracking of plastic bags and the
failures of plastic bag recycling.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT:
Save the Date. From composer
George Flynn: 7:30 p.m., Tuesday,
Dec.5, Chicago Soundings Concert
at Queen of Angels Church, 2330
W. Sunnyside Ave. Joanie Pallatto
and Bradley Parker Sparrow will

| BARMGENT
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_two types of dry-cleaning
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perform, along with many other
artists.

SERVICE CLUB: The Service
Club announced the transition of
new leadership with the very popu-
lar and accomplished Bobbi Panter
as the organization’s president and
longtime member and club cham-
pion Patty Marx as vice president.
Both women have demonstrated a
gifted ability for engaging Chicago
organizations in need and provid-
ing well-earned support. We con-
gratulate both Bobbi and Patty for
the huge vote of confidence that
members displayed on their behalf.
It’s going to be an exciting year.

PIER: On Sunday Harry Car-
ay’s Tavern at Navy Pier opened
Lakefront Lodge, a festive win-
ter lodge overlooking the city and
Lake Michigan. Complete with a
fireplace and cozy rustic touches
throughout, guests can stay warm
inside sipping a beverage and en-
joying tasty bites, or grab a blanket
to bundle up and have some fun
on the patio, featuring a private
curling rink, heated igloo, and
fire pits. Lakefront Lodge will be
open all winter long through Feb.
2024. Nearby on the Pier, Chef Art
Smith’s Reunion will launch ‘San-
ta’s Southern Workshop® pop-up.
Open every weekend starting Nov.
24 through Dec. 23. Try the Mac &
Cheese, it’s Oprah’s favorite.

AD MAJOREM DEI GLO-
RIAM: Father George Lane, SJ
was a follower of St. Ignatius of
Loyola and a genuine Chicagoan.
He cradled those deep loves in life
and now, last week, in death. His life
was really the story of that blending
of faith and learning. No wonder
Loyola University Press was such
an easy perfect fit for him over his
life. Lane has left his fingerprints
deep on the Chicago landscape.
His Jesuit life nourished his devo-
tion to Chicago. Nothing demon-
strated that more dynamically than
his saving the grandeur of Holy
Family Church on Roosevelt Rd.,
next to St. Ignatius Prep. The size
of a European Cathedral, when ur-
ban population change altered the
neighborhood, he never allowed
the Church Father Arnold Damen
built to be boarded up, shuttered

or torn down. Lane rolled up his
sleeves and worked for decades to
keep Holy Family alive. Much like
his whole life, his actions were pure
Ignation. That value so central to
Ignatian spirituality and encom-
passed in the Latin phrase “Ad Ma-
jorem Dei Gloriam,” meaning “For
the Greater Glory of God.” (Motto
of the Society of Jesus).

BREWERY CLOSING: Avon-
dale’s Metropolitan Brewing will
close permanently Dec. 17. Found-
ed in 2009, Metropolitan Brewing,
3057 N. Rockwell St., is one of
Chicago’s oldest craft breweries,
known for its seasonal German-
style beers. The taproom along the
Chicago River will be open for its
normal hours every day until then
except for Thanksgiving, said own-
ers Doug and Tracy Hurst.

ROCKSTAR: It’s Dolly Parton
night at R Public House in Rogers
Park. Celebrate Parton’s latest al-
bum “Rockstar.” They will be play-
ing her latest album all night long.
Dress up as your favorite Dolly per-
sona and immerse yourself in an
evening of country glam and good
vibes.

THE BOOK CELLAR: The
Gold Coast’s Danny Kravitz, who
co-wrote the screenplay to Liam
Neeson’s blockbuster The Marks-
man, is celebrating the release of
two new books he co-authored.
The novelization of The Marksman
and Con Crazy with Eliza Marsh
and Addsion Chapple. Danny and
Eliza celebrated at their book sign-
ing at Lincoln Square’s The Book
Cellar.

WHO’S WHERE: Marc
Olley, with Abby McCormick
O’ Neil, Franco, Carrie, Rian
and Jonathan, at the Harris Dance
Theater’s production of “Jungle
Book Reimagined,” a magical
performance of dance, story and
groundbreaking set technology...
Sherry Lea Fox with Sherrill
Bodine, Paula Borg, Bethany
Kitrick, Joanna Slusky, Julia
Jacobs, Anna Saavedra, Anne
Schwarz ~ Sherrill, Whitney
Reynolds, and Leah Chavie, all
cheering for birthday girl Kate
Krause Prange at successful Boozy
Brunch at favorite Andersonville

haunt Bar Roma... Prange’s birth-
day brunch #2 at Ralph Lauren Bar
& Grill... Jane Justic and daugh-
ter, Jill Cress, getting in some surf
and sand in Naples, FL.. . Hector
Gustavo Cardenas and Marius
Morkvenus traveling to Bangkok,
Thailand.. .Christie’s Steven Zick
had a night in Old Spain with a
wonderful tour of the collections by
Valeria Piccoli, Curator of Arts of
the Americas with a special treat,
dinner in the gallery... Tanner
Chap Branson at the Colony Palm
Beach...Stephanie Leese Emrich
with Nina Owen, Allison Young-
blood, Ruth Gallagher Nelson,
Sara Feingenholtz and Kristin
Bernhard at the Junior League
of Chicago’s inaugural Women’s
LeadHERship Luncheon at the
University Club.

PEACE AND MERCY:
Heather Jane Johnson was be-
loved by many in Chicago, espe-
cially all those to whom she dis-
pensed so many acts of kindness
and among whom she carried love
and laughter, including her chil-
dren Ryan McCann and Haley
Weil. All sympathy and prayer to
them. And to her dear mother, Jane
Johnson, and brothers Duke and
John. She was always young at
heart. Chicago sits its own person-
alized shivato her dear passing. Her
memory, now, in Orense’s Haiku “a
pink stretch feathering the wind,
purple heather.”

HAPPY THANKSGIVING:
Do something good and find some
warm clothes to donate. Coats,
gloves, mittens, scarves, and hats
are all needed. Up north State Rep.
Kelly Cassidy and her office are
holding their annual winter coat
drive at 1507 W. Morse Ave. So too
are Tapestry 360 Health, 1300 W.
Devon Ave., Charmers Cafe, 1500
W. Jarvis Ave., and the Rogers Park
Business Alliance, 1448 W. Morse
Ave. Look around, there is plenty of
need out there.

Nothing says holidays, like a
cheese log. — Ellen DeGeneres

tog515@gmail.com



INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

NOVEMBER 22 - NOVEMBER 28, 2023 « 9

Overcoming complications of Diabetes

According to the International
Diabetes Federation 537 mil-
lion adults (20-79 years) are liv-
ing with diabetes. That is one out
of every 10 people.

Experts predict this 2022 num-
ber will rise to 643 million by
2030 and 783 million by 2045.

These numbers are sobering
and not to be taken lightly. Dia-
betes was responsible for 6.7 mil-
lion deaths in 2021— one every
five seconds. More people die
from diabetes than from cancer
although, according to the Na-
tional Institute of Health, large
studies have found that diabetes
increases cancer mortality.

Diabetes is the leading cause of
vision loss in adults. About 30%
of patients with type 1 diabetes
and 10% to 40% of those with

type 2 diabetes eventually will
suffer kidney failure.

Every year in the United States
about 73,000 amputations of the
lower limb (not related to trau-
ma), are performed on people
with diabetes.

Diabetes costs at least $966
billion dollars in health expen-
ditures—a 316% increase over the
last 15 years.

Acknowledging National Dia-
betes Awareness Month, Chicago
author John Robert Wiltgen, said,
“much of the general public be-
lieves that insulin and eating
sensibly makes diabetes easy to
manage, but that’s not necessar-
ily true.”

Wiltgen’s book, entitled The
Candy in My Pocket, is about his
life with type 1 diabetes.

“Imagine becoming legally
blind in your early 20s while
working as an architectural de-
signer,” said Wiltgen. “There’s
the mortgage on a building you’re
renovating, rent is due for your
office, and employees must be
paid. What would you do? Or pic-
ture yourself with kidney disease
requiring a transplant. Then at the
age of 30 you are diagnosed with
heart disease, have had three si-
lent heart attacks and require two
stents. How would you cope?

Additionally, what if you fought
skin and bone infections for 20
years and finally had to have your
leg amputated? Could you go on?”
he asks.

These are a few of the questions
resolved in John Robert Wiltgen’s
memoir The Candy in My Pocket.

: Letters to the Editor

Yes to Mother Jones at Water Tower

In his Nov. 8 article Thomas J.
O’Gorman writes that a proposal
to honor Mother Jones with a
statue at the Water Tower should
be scrapped. For a persuasive
argument he cites that there is a
garden park at the Water Tower
honoring the former one term
mayor Jane Byrne and that me-
morializing Mother Jones at that
site is not appropriate.

He lists a few details
about Byrne including who, in
her younger years, her first hus-
band was. Yet amazingly he to-
tally omits mentioning who her
second husband was during her
political years as mayor. Jay Mc-
Mullen, a controversial and wise-
cracking newspaper person, was
significantly her close advisor.

Byrne was elected mayor as
a reformer who gave speeches
critical of the establishment, spe-
cifically aldermen Ed Burke and
Eddie Vrdolyak (although she
nearly always mispronounced his
last name). Soon after assuming
office however she changed. She
followed her husband’s advice
and totally gave in to Burke and
Vrdolyak (while still mispro-

nouncing his last name).

She pulled several stunts at
the suggestion of her husband,
like spending a few days at the
Cabrini Green housing project
to demonstrate that the poorer
residents there can manage quite
comfortably. That infamous stunt
and others came to define her and
she was not surprisingly defeated
in her re-election bid.

By contrast Mother Jones in her
life never wavered in her progres-
sive politics, she was ahead of her
time being a militantly vocal op-
ponent of child labor and numer-
ous other issues.

Mother Jones magazine for
the last 47 years continues to be
a leading source of well written
progressive articles on a host of
issues. It has won 31 prestigious
national magazine awards. The
editors chose wisely in naming
the magazine after her. Likewise
it is a wise move to erect a statue
of Mother Jones at our sacred Wa-
ter Tower.

Fred Case
Lake View

Transfer tax story is preposterous

The article “City Council vote
delayed on ballot measure for
hike in transfer tax” (Nov. 8) is a
disservice to the readers.

The author makes utterly pre-
posterous statements: “At some
point in the future, all properties
in Chicago will be worth than $1
million or more, and as of yet,
there is no sign the city plans to
index the new tax for inflation.”
For a reality check, according to
Zillow, the current average real
estate price is $287,000.

By the way, what taxes are in-
dexed for inflation?

Later, the author misleadingly
states that “transfer taxes tend
to be regressive, meaning they
disproportionately impact lower
income households in the mar-
ket for property.” Then the writer
goes on to say “seemingly small
increases in transfer taxes can
result in substantial decreases in
housing affordability. This has
an outsized impact on first-time
home buyers.” This is utter non-
sense.

In the proposal, the tax rate for
the first $1 million sale actually
goes down. Any fixed rate tax is

regressive, but the proposal low-
ers the actual tax for the vast
majority of property sales. The
transfer tax would actually be less
than it is now for a purchase up to
$1,120,000.

When concern about “hous-
ing affordability” is raised, does
the author think “lower income
households” and “first-time home
buyers” will be purchasing prop-
erties of more than $1,120,000?
Once again, total nonsense.

To put matters in perspective,
the transfer tax for a $2 million
property would go from the cur-
rent $15,000 to $31,000. Would a
motivated seller reject $1,984,000
instead of $2 million? For the
buyer, a tiny increase in mortgage
rate would have much greater cost
implication than the one-time
tax.

The article goes on to make a
sudden pivot. “This new structure
offers a tax break for the majority
of homeowners, potentially pit-
ting them against those who will
immediately be penalized by the
proposal’s appeal to referendum
voters.”

Needless to say, the concern

Why use “privileged?”

In response to your story on
Chicago’s bike lanes [Nov. 15],
why do you infer that those of us
who are poor and need to bike to
local businesses are the “privi-
leged” ones in the city? Since
when are protected bike lanes
called “privileged” bike lanes?

It seems to me that the car lanes
are privileged, and I respectfully
stay out of them. That you chose
to twist the language here is un-
fortunate, in a sense dishonest,
and clearly reveals your prejudice
in this matter.

Why you are choosing to inflict
your personal prejudice on your
readers, especially those who are
without means and in need of pro-
tected bike lanes, is far beyond
me. If there is an issue here, your
vitriol is only making it worse.
Please take a class in basic human
kindness before writing your next
laughable editorial.

By Ronald Otto
Uptown

Note from the editor:

This is a good and honest ques-
tion. We chose the word “privi-
leged” intentionally, and we un-
derstand that it’s provocative, as
ones choice of words mean some-
thing.

When a public accommodation,
that is paid for with tax dollars,
is set aside behind concrete bar-
riers for the exclusive use of one
class of citizen, then we see that
as the very definition of privi-
lege. Bikers, emergency vehicles,
public transportation and shared
car services, the disabled and pe-
destrians can also use the streets
that private vehicles travel on;
but only bikers are privileged to
use the bike paths, which is why
we chose that word.

is about the buyers and sellers of
expensive properties rather than
those who are the vast majority of
property owners and the intended
beneficiaries of the tax.

I suspect that the strongest op-
position to this tax comes from
commercial property owners.
Misleading commentaries like
this article further their strategy
to distract homeowners (the vot-
ers) from the real pressing issues.

Robert Alter
Near North Side

He battled countless debilitat-
ing complications of type 1 dia-
betes while creating a prestigious
design firm with projects across
America, Canada, Mexico--even
Africa.

Diabetes costs at least
$966 billion dollars

in health expenditures—
a 316% increase

over the last 15 years.

According to Navid Ziran, an
Orthopedic Trauma Surgery Spe-
cialist, “I perform many amputa-
tions (toe, trans metatarsal, below
the knee and above the knee) due
to diabetic foot infections. I am
very familiar with the effects of
diabetes on mental and physical
quality of life and overall longev-
ity,” he said.

“The overall five-year mor-
tality rate after an amputation
is 62%,” said Ziran. “Wiltgen,
who has suffered from insulin-
dependent diabetes since the age
of eight, has defied the odds for
survival.”

“Other individuals would have
died a long time ago, Wiltgen not
only survived but developed into
a world-renown interior designer
and he sought joy and established
solid friendships along the way,”
he said.

“He is an example of how hu-
man spirit can not only adapt and
overcome, but also flourish and
succeed despite overwhelming
odds. His life story embraces “ad
astra per aspera’--a crooked path
leads to the stars,” said Ziran.

John Robert Wiltgen

“Regarding survivability and
inner strength, Wiltgen repre-
sents the end of the bell curve for
not only diabetic patients but for
all humans,” he concluded.

Though Wiltgen’s life involves
countless tragedies, it also in-
cludes exciting personal and
professional adventures as well
as celebrity cameos including
Jane Seymour, Timothy Hutton,
Angelina Jolie, Sean and Robyn
Wright Penn, Steve Harvey, John
Cusack, and Jesus.

Dr. James Paperello, Profes-
sor of Medicine Nephrology and
hypertension at Northwestern
University Feinberg School of
Medicine, said of Wiltgen’s book,
“I found The Candy in My Pocket
particularly inspiring as it shows
that people with kidney disease

DIABETES see p. 10
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BIG FOOD,
BIG PHARMA,
BIG LIES

-y,

Order
now

$21.95 Paperback 396 pages Prometheus Books ISBN 978-1-63388-935-4

This hard-hitting exposé by leading
national muckraker Martha Rosenberg
blows the lid off of everything you
thought you knew about Big Pharma
and Big Food. What goes on behind
the scenes in these industries is more
suspicious, more devious, more
disreputable than you could have
ever imagined.

If you’re concerned about the safety
of the drugs you take and the food
=, T you eat, you owe it to yourself

! to read this important book.

(o

https://www.amazon.com/Big-Food-Pharma-
Lies-Pharmaceutical/dp/1633889351

Death in

the Disabled Stall!

The richest guy in Chicago

has been in the disabled stall

at his lawyer’s office a mite too long.
Shall we look?

See The Dead One Stinks at:

3 DE,
STy 0 ONg

donniesyellowballbooks.com
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can still live a full life.”

Wiltgen “shares how he dealt
with his diagnosis, the transplant,
and life afterwards—a life more
interesting and authentic than re-
ality TV shows. He also exempli-
fies the health benefits of a good
sense of humor.”

The Candy in My Pocket is
timely, not only for National
Diabetes Awareness Month but
also with the current explosion
of diabetes in America and around
the world.

“I laughed out loud at every
story. John’s triumph over medi-
cal adversity is enormously up-

lifting,” said Cynthia Rowley,
a global fashion designer. ‘He
chooses joy, happiness, and un-
wavering positivity in his quest
to live life on his own terms. I
have never met a person with
more energy and pathological
optimism.”

The memoir can be purchased
online through Amazon, Barnes
and Noble, Barbara’s Book Store,
Etsy - even Walmart. For more
information visit www.thecandy-
inmypocket.com.

A portion of the profits realized
from the sale of this book will be
donated to the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation.

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Man shot near Wrigley Field with cops just steps away

Chicago police officers were just
a few steps away when at least one
gunman fired shots near Wrigley Field
on Nov. 19. One man was injured.

“Shots fired! Shots fired!” an officer
yelled into his radio at 3:05 a.m. Cops
quickly located the injured manin the
1100 block of W. Eddy, just behind the
Clark St. nightlife strip. They said he
had gunshot wounds to his foot and
ankle.

About a block away, an Earthcam
posted across from Wrigley Field
recorded the gunshots. About nine
are heard, one right after the other.
Moments later, on the left side of
the webcam feed, people are seen
running north on Clark St., away from
the shooting.

“Are you f***ing serious?” someone
says near the camera’s microphone.
“That's crazy,” another replies as
the sirens of approaching police units
Officially, the Chicago Police Dept.
released a brief, generic statement
about the incident: “A 34-year-old
male victim was outside walking when
he heard multiple shots fired and felt
pain. The victim sustained one [gun-
shot wound] to the foot and ankle and
was transported to IL Masonic where
he is listed in good condition. There
is no one in custody and Area Three
Detectives are investigating.”
Witnesses provided conflicting
information about what happened.
On Clark St., police found a couple
who thought they were the intended

targets of the shooting. Their vehicle
had a bullet hole near the rear wheel,
and its front right tire was shot out.

Several shell casings were found
near the intersection of Eddy and
Seminary. The police were looking for
video cameras in the area, hoping to
learn more about what happened.

The victim is the seventh person
shot in Lakeview this year. That's
down from 15 victims at this point
last year. The neighborhood also
had seven shooting victims in 2021.
Other recent shooting totals for the
neighborhood include eight in 2020,
five in 2019, one in 2018, three in 2017,
and five in 2016.

POLICE BEAT fromp.6

arrested at the Harold Washington
Library.

In that incident, Foster-Smith
punched a library patron in the face.
Chicago cops said Foster-Smith had
two 10%-inch Bowie knives when
they arrested him, including one
tucked into his waistband.

He pleaded guilty to misdemeanor
unlawful use of a weapon in exchange
for a sentence of 46 days, time he had
already served, on Jan. 19, eight days
before the DePaul robbery.

Man gets seven years
for stealing identities
by posing as a ride-share driver
outside nightclubs

A man has been sentenced to sev-
enyears in prison for stealing people’s
credit cards and identities while post-
ing as a ride-hail service driver. It’s the

second time Gabriel Jackson has gone
to the big house for the same scam.

He pleaded guilty to operating a
continuing financial crime enterprise
in exchange for the sentence from
Judge Lauren Edidin, according to
court records. Prosecutors dropped
25 other felonies in their plea deal, in-
cluding multiple counts of wire fraud
and identity theft.

Jackson had been off parole for
about a week when Chicago police
arrested him for resurrecting the
scam in November 2021. Cops said he
had 32 credit cards belonging to 32
different people in his car when they
took him into custody.

Prosecutors said Jackson typically
preyed on people who were waiting
for rides outside nightclubs, mostly
downtown and in Wrigleyville.

The case that ended his latest
round of criminal activity began
when a couple from out of town got

[
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Radiators, Boilers and Heating

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.
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into his car outside Spy Bar, 226 W.
Ontario, around closing time on Nov.
13, 2021.

Jackson told the
couple that they
were in the wrong
car but offered to
let them pay him
directly foraride to
their destination in

Lincoln Park. When
they arrived, Jack-

Gabriel Jackson

son scanned a credit card from each

victim on his phone and had them en-
ter their PINs, prosecutors said.

He told them their banks declined
the transactions, and the victims then
paid Jackson $15 cash for the ride.
They later realized that someone was
conducting transactions on the cards
they gave to Jackson.

The couple notified police, and
CPD’s financial crimes investigators
quickly identified Jackson as a sus-
pect based on their knowledge of his
rideshare scam history. Cops arrested
Jackson during a traffic stop less than

six hours later.

Police found a bag containing 32
credit cards inside Jackson’s Chevy
Impala, a CPD report said. A card be-
longing to the man he picked up at
Spy Bar was in his pants pocket, the
report said.

On the front seat of Jackson’s car,
police found a credit card swiper
attached to a cellphone that was
opened to an app that records PINs,
according to the report.

Among the 32 cards police found
in the bag was one that belonged to
a man who identified Jackson as the
person who posed as a rideshare driv-
er as the victim left a Wrigleyville bar
on Sept. 16, 2021, police reported.

That victim said a phony Uber
driver swiped his card on a phone and
told him to enter the PIN. The driver
returned a similar-looking credit card
and then used the victim’s card and
PIN to withdraw $1,000 from his ac-
count at an ATM near Wrigley Field.

Jackson’s seven-year sentence will
be reduced by 50% for good behavior.

SUPER CAR WASH

BEST KEDPY SECREY

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY

8 BAY SELF-SERVICE
2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC

5450 N. DAMEN (at Rascher)

After receiving credits earned while in
custody, he is expected to be paroled
on March 30, 2026.

Jackson’s first incarnation of the
ride-share scam ended in Aug. 2017
when prosecutors charged him with
23 counts of operating a continuing
financial crime enterprise and iden-
tity theft.

The mechanics of the ruse were the
same: he asked bar-hoppers who got
into his car to provide a debit or credit
card, which he swiped on a phone be-
fore asking the victims to enter their
PIN.

Then, Jackson would return a simi-
lar-looking debit card that did not be-
long to the passenger. After the vic-
tim got out of his car, Jackson drove to
an ATM and withdrew cash using the
victim’s actual card and the PIN data
that they entered, police said.

Jackson picked up passengers
around nightlife districts in the 1st,
18th, 14th, and 19th police districts,
which stretch from Uptown to the
Near South Side and include the
Bucktown and Wicker Park areas. He
listed a home address in Lakeview
East at the time.

Months later, he was arrested again
to face additional charges for alleg-
edly operating the same scam while
he was supposed to be on home elec-
tronic monitoring.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

Support real crime reporting

by subscribing to this newspaper
for only $20 per year.

Visit www.insideonline.com
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
CITIBANK, N.A,, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CA-
PACITY BUT SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE OF
NEW RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST
2020-RPL1

Plaintiff,

v
BOGDAN RAKIE, DIANA RAKIE, THE NEW YORK
PRIVATE RESIDENCE CONDOMINIUM ASSO-
CIATION

Defendants

2022 CH 09030

3660 NORTH LAKESHORE DRIVE, UNIT 914
CHICAGO, IL 60613

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on September 28, 2023, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30
AM on December 29, 2023, at The Judicial Sales
Corporation, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite
35R, Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

Commonly known as 3660 NORTH LAKESHORE
DRIVE, UNIT 914, CHICAGO, IL 60613

Property Index No. 14-21-110-048-1501

The real estate is improved with a residential con-
dominium.

The judgment amount was $163,150.11.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The
subject property is subject to general real estate
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS"
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay

the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact MANLEY DEAS KOCHAL-
SKILLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, ONE EAST WACKER,
SUITE 1250, Chicago, IL, 60601 (312) 651-6700.
Please refer to file number 22-011400.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC

ONE EAST WACKER, SUITE 1250

Chicago IL, 60601

312-651-6700

E-Mail: AMPS@manleydeas.com

Attorney File No. 22-011400

Attorney Code. 48928

Case Number: 2022 CH 09030

TJSCH#: 43-3777

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2022 CH 09030

13232565

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
MF1 2020-FL4 LTD., AN EXEMPTED COMPANY
INCORPORATED WITH LIMITED LIABILITY UN-
DER THE LAWS OF THE CAYMAN ISLANDS,
AND MF1 CAPITAL SELLER IV LLC, A DELA-
WARE LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY, BY AND
THROUGH CBRE LOAN SERVICES, INC. AS
SPECIAL SERVICER

Plaintiff,

-
NORTH SHERIDAN PROPERTY INVESTOR, LLC,
A DELAWARE LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY,
CITY OF CHICAGO, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

Defendants

2022 CH 09442

5200 NORTH SHERIDAN ROAD

CHICAGO, IL 60640

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on October 25, 2023, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
December 13, 2023, at The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chi-
cago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

Commonly known as 5200 NORTH SHERIDAN
ROAD, CHICAGO, IL 60640

Property Index No. 14-08-212-018-0000

The real estate is improved with a structure that is
comprised of approximately 200 residential apart-
ment units with first floor retail units.

The judgment amount was $44,863,401.27.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The
subject property is subject to general real estate
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 1S"
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the court. Upon payment in full of the amount
bid, the purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale
that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real
estate after confirmation of the sale. The property
will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes
no representation as to the condition of the prop-
erty. Prospective bidders are admonished to check
the court file to verify all information. If this property
is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at
the foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall
pay the assessments and the legal fees required by
The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit
which is part of a common interest community, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale other
than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments re-
quired by The Condominium Property Act, 765
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE
ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact DAVID J. FISCHER, HOL-
LAND & KNIGHT Plaintiffs' Attorney, 150 NORTH
RIVERSIDE PLAZA, SUITE 2700, CHICAGO, IL,
60606 (312) 263-3600.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

DAVID J. FISCHER

HOLLAND & KNIGHT

150 NORTH RIVERSIDE PLAZA, SUITE 2700
CHICAGO IL, 60606

312-263-3600

E-Mail: david.fischer@hklaw.com

Attorney Code. 37472

Case Number: 2022 CH 09442

TJSCH#: 43-4085

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiffs' attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

13232902

222222

151515

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
BMO HARRIS BANK, N.A.

Plaintiff,

V-
DAVID A. SCHEELE, 710-14 WEST CORNELIA
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, BMO HARRIS
BANK N.A., UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
23 CH 3545
712 W. CORNELIA AVE., UNIT 3
CHICAGO, IL 60657
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale
entered in the above cause on September 13, 2023,
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at
10:30 AM on December 14, 2023, at The Judicial
Sales Corporation, One South Wacker, 1st Floor
Suite 35R, Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale
to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate:

Commonly known as 712 W. CORNELIA AVE.,

UNIT 3, CHICAGO, IL 60657
Property Index No. 14-21-302-029-1006
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $174,262.08.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by

certified funds at the close of the sale payable to
The Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party
checks will be accepted. The balance, in certified
funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24)
hours. The subject property is subject to general
real estate taxes, special assessments, or special
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered
for sale without any representation as to quality or
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and
in “AS 18" condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-

OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact LAW OFFICES OF IRA
T.NEVEL, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 175 N. Franklin
Street, Suite 201, CHICAGO, IL, 60606 (312) 357-
1125 Please refer calls to the sales department.
Please refer to file number 23-00955.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC

175 N. Franklin Street, Suite 201

CHICAGO IL, 60606

312-357-1125

E-Mail: pleadings@nevellaw.com

Attorney File No. 23-00955

Attorney Code. 18837

Case Number: 23 CH 3545

TJSC#: 43-3680

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 23 CH 3545

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
LOAN FUNDER LLC, SERIES 18513;

Plaintiff,

vs.

DISTINCTIVE DWELLINGS, LLC, ROBERT STE-
VEN BAYLESS, MARY ANN SKWERES;
Defendants,

23 CH 1750

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales
Corporation will on Tuesday, December 12, 2023
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, lllinois, sell
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as
set forth below, the following described mortgaged
real estate:

P.I.N. 14-06-408-012-0000.

Commonly known as 1676 WEST EDGEWATER
AVENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60660.

The mortgaged real estate is improved with a single
family residence. If the subject mortgaged real es-
tate is a unit of a common interest community, the
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall
pay the assessments required by subsection (g-1)
of Section 18.5 of the Condominium Property Act.
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance,
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The
property will NOT be open for inspection.

For information call Mr. Ira T. Nevel at Plaintiff's
Attorney, Law Offices of Ira T. Nevel, 175 North
Franklin Street, Chicago, lllinois 60606. (312) 357-
1125. 23-00401

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com

13232070

080808

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
‘We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700



BY BOB KITSOS

“Life Itself,” a documentary
about Chicago Sun-Times Film
Critic Roger Ebert, was the lat-
est film shown at the 24th Police

tribute, providing a glimpse into
his personal life, 21-year marriage
to Chaz and his final months af-
ter being diagnosed with cancer
in 2002. Ebert died in April 2013

at age 70.

District’s “Chicago in Film” pro-

gram last week. The film is based
on Ebert’s 2011 memoir of the
same name; it premiered at the
2014 Sundance Film Festival and

received acclaim by critics.

The film includes Ebert’s child-
hood background and early inter-
est in writing. It also uses footage
and interviews with his friends,
colleagues, film directors such as
Martin Scorsese and others whom
he influenced. The film also is a

viewed.

film festival.

Chaz Ebert, guest speaker
Following the film showing,
Chaz Ebert, CEO and publisher
of Ebert Digital, which publish-
es RogerEbert.com, was inter-

She also is chairman of the
board of The Roger and Chaz
Ebert Foundation and co-founder
and host of Ebertfest, an annual

Ebert answered questions and

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

provided some in-
sight about the
iconic movie critic,
the first film critic
to win a Pulitzer
Prize. For example,
his favorite movie
was the 1941 Orson
Wells’ classic “Citi-
zen Kane,” and he
was influenced by
Pauline Kael, film
critic for The New
Yorker magazine.
She also shared
that the order of
the names for the
popular film-review television
show with Gene Siskel, film critic

Chaz Ebert
Photo by Joanne Kitsos
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Thumb'’s up for Chicago in Film series held in police station

for the Chicago-
Tribune, was de-
termined by the

play. It’s a 2023 comedy loosely
based on his life and his relation-
ship with his father, played by

toss of a coin. If the  DeNiro.
coin had landed the Louis Rago, founder and presi-
other way, the show dent of the Italian-American

would have been
Ebert & Siskel At
the Movies.

The next sched-
uled film to be
shown is “About
My Father” at 1
p-m. Wednesday,
Dec. 13. The film
stars Robert De-
Niro and Arlington

Heights native Sebastian Manis-
calco who co-wrote the screen-

Human Relations Foundation of
Chicago, is the post-film speak-
er. Admission is free, but due
to limited seating, registration
is required to attend. Films are
shown in the community room
of the 24th Police District, 6464
N. Clark St.
Caroline DeWinter at caroline.
dewinter@chicagopolice.org  to
reserve a seat.

Contact Officer

To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com

Deadline: 5pm Mondays

AUTOS WANTED BOOKs HELP WANTED TOYS WANTED

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Dogs, Pets, Livestock

Happy Jack® Liquiavict 2x® is recognized safe
& effective against hook & round worms by the
USCVM. Double strength, 3 year stability. At
Tractor Supply® (www.happyjackinc.com)

Trailer for sale, for boat or jet ski. Rims, jacks, spare
wheels included. $457. Call 773-818-0808

Furniture Removal/
Junk Removal

A Red'’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items
from Basements, Garages, Attics,
Businesses, Estate Clearance
Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES
773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Garages/Garage Doors

FAMILY KASTANOVA INC.
GARAGE DOOR SERVICES
Overhead Garage Doors
Electric Openers
Installation and Repairs
(773) 744-6101 (cell)
(630) 717-5329
www.familykastanovainc.com

Health & Fitness

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental Insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-855-526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00. 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-445-5928 Hablamos Espafol

Home Services

Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Dam-
age? You need a local expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. Fi-
nancing available. Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small
amount of water can lead to major damage and
mold growth in your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING+ OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous

Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to
100% back on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company has pet coverage that can help! Call
1-844-774-0206 to get a free quote or visit insure-
barkmeow.com/ads

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 855-
761-1725

Become a published author. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call
for free author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify
for a substantial cash award. No obligation! We've
recovered millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-
707-5707

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB
Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Promo Expires 1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for
recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survi-
vor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. Free shipping.
Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet.
Free Installation. Call 866-499-0141

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as one day. Limited time,
we're waiving all installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer
ends 12/31/23 Call 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert
system. Whether you're home or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC
home standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call before the next
power outage: 1-855-948-6176

Replace your roof withe best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles
& multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install +
Additional 10% off install (military, health & 1st re-
sponders.) 1-833-370-1234

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request
free no obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package &
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage at 1200 W. 35th St.,
773-247-3000, is opening lockers:
3F3613 (Ingersol, Donna)
3D3355 (Altheimer, Michael)
1C2056 (Basantes, Pedro)
4C4177 (Berrios, Melissa)
4C4218 (Hoover, La Toya)
4(C4189 (Jackson, Cylk)
3F3630 (Jones, Ethan)
3F3538 & 3F3538 (Laoye, Dayo)
3E3404 (Northington, Christian)
3E3425 (Philips, Nicholette)
3E3408 (Robinson, Kimberly)
1C2062 & 4C4252 (Wilbourn, Nicholas)
for public sale of miscellaneous items.
This sale is to be held on Thursday,
November 30, 2023, at 2:00 pm. Cash only.

Sleeping Rooms

Cook County - Chgo. N

Nice room w/ stove, fridge
& bath. Near ALDI,
Walgreens, beach, Red
Line & buses. Elevator &
Laundry. $149/wk and up.
773-275-4442

Cook County - Chgo. N

BIG ROOM with stove,
fridge, bath & nice wood
floors. Near Red Line &
Buses. Elevator & Laundry,
Shopping. $139/wk.
773-561-4970

WANTED

“DEAD OR ALIVE”
60s, 70s and 80s

AUTOMOBILES
$§£Ai SH PAIDS$S$

< =’ ALLMAKES
QM & MODELS
wiLL pick up 630-660-0571
Call 773-465-9700
to Advertise

BATH REMODEL

Death in
the disabled[stall!|

The richest guy in Chicago
has been in the disabled
stall at his lawyer’s office
a mite too long.

Shall we look?

See The Dead One Stinks at:
donniesyellowballbooks.com

BATH
REMODEL

|

YOUR BATHROOM.
YOUR WAY.
IN AS LITTLE AS

ONE
DAY

CALL NOW
866.753.9521

SPECIAL
OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs

‘Add'l terms apply. Offer subject
to change and vary by dealer.
Ends 12/31/23

PROTECT

WHAT MATTERS MOST |

Whether you are home or away, protect what
matters most from unexpected power outages
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

7-Year Extended
Warranty*
A$735 valuet

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

GENERAC
— ]

“To qualiy,consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator
with a participating dealer. Calfor a full st of terms and conditons.

THE WARMEST WINDOWS IN TOWN

+ Local Factory—All Products Manufactured Here in Chicago
+ American and European Thermal Vinyl Windows and Doors
+ For Replacement, Remodel or New Construction

+ Every Order Made to Contractor’s Specifications

+ Custom Color Matching to Coordinate with Building Accents
+ Tested and Certified, U-Factor & Energy Star Savings

+ Glass Options: Double, Triple, Safety, Highest Insulating

+ Double-Hung, Casement, Tilt & Turn, Patio & French Door
* Bay & Bow, Large Picture Window, Awning, Slider

+ Quick Lead Times to Maintain Your Project Schedule

+ Customer Service in Multiple Languages

+ Glass & Screen Repairs as Quick as Same Day

() e 2661 [ 3

Real Estate for Sale

Lincoln Square, 4307 N. Western, 60618,
3-block walk to Brown Line “L” to the Loop.
Forget condo living in the Loop, or crowded areas. Come to
Lincoln Square and beautiful Welles Park, half block to park.
Make this your 10-room, 2700 square foot single family home. 3
baths, 4 or 5 bedrooms, 45-foot by 23-foot wide attached garage,
16-foot overhead door, parking for 4 or 5 cars. Central air and AC.
Two blocks to Old Town School of Folk Music, excellent Queen of

Angels Catholic, and public schools, 3 blocks away.
$765,000. Call Donald
at 773-728-8888 or 773-671-1273

———————————
ADNARNCED WINDOW CORP,

4935 W. Le Moyne St,
Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500
advancedwindow.com
cs@advancedwindow.com

Showroom Hours
Monday thru Friday 7:00 to 4:00
Saturday 7:00 to 12:00

e
B8 2023

inside onlinecom

)
15T CHOICE SENIOR
HOMECARE, INC.

/

Hands o Help, Hearis to Care
1st Choice SeniorHome Care, Inc.
(Non-medical) is actively hiring
qualified, compassionate caregivers
to care for seniors in their homes,
helping them with daily
living activities and ensuring
they are happy and safe.

In the Chicagoland area, call:
773-614-3697 or 224-399-6665

HOME IMPROVEMENT

P& L

Construction Services, Inc.

Home Remodeling:
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements & Exteriors

Commercial Services:
Office Remodeling, Tenant Improvements,
Commercial Doors & more

847-361-6306

www.plconstructionservicesinc.com

PAINTING

DADRASS
PAINTING
KITCHEN & BATH

REMODELING

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

* FREE ESTIMATES
847-749-8227

847-291-9091
DADRASSPAINTING@YAHO0.COM

TOOL LIQUIDATION

1 TOOL

I LIQUIDATION

Welder Generator

Drain Rodder

Ridgid Threading Machine
Tank Torch Set

Ridgid Plumbing Tools

1773-818-0808|

101supplyok@gmail.com
RECYCLED + CHEAP
I NN N - - -

Comic Books * Sports Cards
Hot Wheels - Model Kits
Guitars * Records, etc., etc.
and so on and so on

HONEST AL 773-968-5015

TUCKPOINTING

ark’s=

Tuckpointing &
Remodeling Co, Inc.
+ TUCKPOINTING - BRICKWORK
- MASONRY - CHIMNEY
+ MASONRY VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
« LINTEL REPLACEMENT
- ROOFING + PARAPET WALLS
* GUTTERS - SOFFIT/FASCIA

10% DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

(773) 774-0444

www.MarksTuckpointing.com

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED

“DEAD OR ALIVE”
MOTORCYCLES

ALL MAKES & MODELS

$$SCASH PAIDS$S

HARLEY DAVIDSON,
HONDA, YAMAHA,
SUZUKI, KAWASAKI

630-660-0571

LOVETO BUY YOUR
CAR ORTRUCK

Will Pay $200 to $2,000
For the Good, Bad
or Ugly
Also Classic, Antique,
Hot Rod or Project Cars
Same Day
Free Tow Away
$$ Paying Top Dollars $$
For Classics &
Muscle Cars
CALL (773) 758-2928

TO ADVERTISE

Call 773-465-9700

A leader takes people
where they want to go.
A great leader takes people

where they don’t necessarily want to go,
but ought to be.

— Rosalynn Carter
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Sarah’s Circle seeks artists for new mural

Sarah’s Circle in Uptown is soliciting
proposals for a mural installed on Sarah’s
On Lakeside, their newest affordable hous-
ing development.

They are searching for artists who can
translate a mission and message to end
homelessness for women into a public art
piece to represent the wider community.

Sarah’s Circle is hosting two informa-
tion sessions on Dec. 8, and Jan. 18, 2024,
for artists interested in submitting designs.
These sessions will be an opportunity to

speak with Sarah’s Circle staff and clients
and learn about their mission and work.
Both sessions will happen at 1005 W. Le-
land Ave. from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Interest-
ed artists may email jgilly@sarahs-circle.
org to RSVP. Mural submissions are due
by March 6, 2024.

To submit a mural proposal, email mu-
ralsubmission@sarahs-circle.org with the
respondent’s first and last name in the sub-
ject line. For more information, call 773-
728-1014.

For 44 years, Sarah’s Circle has been
serving unaccompanied homeless adult
women. They provide extensive services
to women through their four programs: the
Daytime Support Center, Interim Housing
Program, Permanent Supportive Housing
Program, and Rapid Rehousing Program.

They broke ground on the new Sarah’s
on Lakeside in June. The new building will
have 28 permanent and affordable studio
apartment units, meaning they can house
101 women.

TREASURES fromp. 1

library for people who want to learn this
skill. Altogether she donates over 300
hours annually and still she continues
to find new ways to help the community.
During the COVID pandemic, she initiated
zoom meetings to preserve the link among
the group. The Stitching Ladies have found
a way to maintain a sense of purpose and
ability to contribute to society despite their
advanced years.

Her sense of community motivates her
to use her talent for the common good and
to seek out others to support community
needs. She feels that small but continuous
actions affect the whole community. They
not only enhance the quality of life of those
receiving the help, but also helps the volun-
teers have an outlet for their talents.

This years recipients include:

* Wayne Mitchell and Tony Chung came
to Edgewater not only because it is close
to the lake with easily accessible transpor-
tation, but also because Edgewater is a di-
verse and friendly community. It is also a
place where over time, their coworkers and
neighbors became friends.

For them, community is a connectedness
to other individuals that becomes a shared
experience. They both feel that volunteer
work is an integral part of who they are.

Believing that a person’s faith needs to
be backed up with action, they have been
involved in many projects in Edgewater,
from tutoring and providing school sup-
plies at Swift School to organizing activi-
ties for senior residents especially during
the COVID epidemic.

Tony and Wayne try to encourage other
people to get involved. What one individ-
ual does, can be multiplied through team
efforts. Reaching out to others to volunteer
helps people understand what a difference
they can make.

e Blair De Haan came to Chicago in
2010 as an Americorps VISTA volunteer
focusing on refugee settlement. Inspired by

BUY 3 TIRES }

AND GET THE

4mH

her efforts which started with one teenage
refugee girl, the idea for providing support
for this specific population was born.

Blair was a young woman at the time and
wanted to do whatever she could to ensure
that other teenage girls had the support and
resources that they needed to pursue their
dreams.

She founded Girl Forward in 2011 and
moved into a space in Edgewater in 2014.
Girl Forward’s mission is to provide a com-
munity of support dedicated to creating
and enhancing opportunities for girls who
have been displaced globally by conflict
and persecution. Today there are several
hundred girls in the program.

Blair thinks it’s important to be involved
with something you are passionate about.
Sharing your skills and expertise without
the expectation of anything in return can
lead to a better understanding of both your
neighborhood and your larger community.
Inspiring and motivating others gives you a
sense of purpose in this world.

The 2020 recipients include:

¢ Jim Ginsburg’s mission is to bring Chi-
cago’s finest classical musicians to a world-
wide audience by recording, distributing
and promoting their work through high-
quality recordings on the Cedille Records
label. Cedille is the only independent clas-
sical label in Chicago, currently offering
160+ Chicago artists on world premiere
recordings, of over 300 works with 18
Grammy nominations.

Cedille furthers the careers of outstand-
ing local classical performers and compos-
ers featuring the music about which they
are most passionate. Their mutually col-
laborative effort has resulted in a unique
catalog of nationally recognized innova-
tive recordings.

Jim started his not-for-profit business
out of his home in Edgewater in 1994. His
office remains Edgewater based, located
only a few blocks from his home.

Jim has furthered public awareness
of contemporary classical music groups

S
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Available on select tires in-stock at participating dealerships. OHTSU, Kelly,
Laufenn & General are excluded. Not compatible with the Tire Price Match
Guarantee. See service advisor for details on separate Michelin®, BF Goodrich®
&Uniroyal® promotional offers. Offer valid 10/1/2023- 11

FOR $1 |

and promoted new initiatives, such as the
Emerging Artist Competition for Chicago-
based musicians.

Cedille is now famous beyond its Edge-
water roots. While Jim continues to live
and work in Edgewater, his message has
gone out to the world, helping initiate
younger audiences into new perspectives
on classical music.

* Reggie Griffin has abiding love for and
devotion to the people of Edgewater. Since
moving here from Uptown in the 1970s,
he’s not skipped a beat nor taken a break
volunteering for and running important
Edgewater organizations.

He set the record as the only person to
serve two maximum terms of 3 years as
President of the Edgewater Community
Council during important and difficult
periods. Early on he gravitated to become
steering committee Chair of Care-For-
Real food pantry overseeing its earliest
expansion period; later becoming chair
of C.AN.S., a city-wide coalition that
prompted Chicago to implement commu-
nity policing.

In the early 1980s he chaired the
McHugh-Levin Community Oversight
Task Force that oversaw community and
tenant feedback for a major multi building
housing redevelopment project. This proj-
ect helped spur the revival of the Kenmore-
Winthrop area.

He served many years as President of his
block club, and today chairs the Jane Add-
ams Seniors in Action, a city-wide advo-
cacy coalition for seniors’ rights. Formerly
on the EHS board, he is still active on com-
mittees. Although retired, Reggie is not the
retiring sort, and plans to continue his vast
schedule of community service.

* Ronald Roenigk is the publisher of this
newspaper. He started by running his own
newspapers but in 2009 he purchased sev-
eral of the former Lerner newspapers, in-
cluding the News-Star, Skyline and Inside-
Booster.

BRIGADE fromp. 1

opened in the AIC shelter. As the weather
gets colder, the AIC and city plan to open
two more rooms for all the children living
at the shelter.

Shelters are open 24/7, with a curfew of
11 p.m. After curfew, residents of the shel-
ter may not leave the facility unless the de-
parture is approved by staff, or in case of
emergency. No visitors are allowed within
the facility.

The AIC homeless shelter opened July
28, and 560 people arrived at the site at the
beginning of August. Another 200 or more
arrived in mid-August and early Septem-
ber. The shelter is set up now to hold some
1,300 people.

Uptown Library
now doing vending

The Uptown Library, 929 W. Bue-
na Ave., now has a Chicago Dept. of
Public Health vending machine, one
of the first five vending machines in
Chicago, and the only one located on
the North Side. There are two people
at the library who are now helping
people sign up and receive a PIN to
gain access to the new vending ma-
chine.

All supplies in the vending machine
are free, and include fentanyl-testing
strips, overdose inhalers, menstrual
hygiene kits, general hygiene kits, un-
derwear, and socks.

Partially as a result of the new use on
site, street parking has gotten much more
difficult for area residents. There is a se-
vere shortage of parking on Bittersweet,
and the city is working with shelter staff,
police and city officials trying to maintain
access to street and the parking lot off Bit-
tersweet.

Due to the large number of new resi-
dents, the city’s Dept. of Streets and Sani-
tation has had to increase trash pick ups at
the shelter. City officials have also warned
shelter staff about using neighborhood
trash cans for personal trash.

The city’s departments of Finance and
Transportation have been visiting the shel-
ter to share information about ticketing and
fines for cars. Most recently, the city has
been enforcing parking regulations on Bit-
tersweet, and writing parking tickets.

The City anticipates using the former
AIC building through the end of 2023, but
considering that the problem continues to
grow, that timeline will be extended.

130/2023.

INSTANT SAVINGS

$20 OFF

| Any Type of Service Now through |
November 30th, 2023.

CHRYSLER

Must present coupon to redeem. Not valid on previous service. Cannot be |
combined with other service offers. See dealer for full details.

SNt cooesy Jeep @ OF

CHICAGO

5950 N. Western Ave.
(773) 334-3400
www.JeepOfChicago.com






