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Thanksgiving dinners take  
eighteen hours to prepare.  
They are consumed in twelve minutes.  
Half-times take twelve minutes.  
This is not coincidence.

— Erma Bombeck

By Ronald Roenigk
 
Efforts to involve Edgewater 

residents in planning the com-
munity’s future took another hit 
last week when Ald. Leni Manna-
Hoppenworth [48th] unexpect-
edly disbanded the Bryn Mawr 
Alliance.

The 15-member volunteer 
group, that included community 
leaders and planning and archi-
tecture professionals, had been 
working tirelessly since July 
2024 to identify ways to optimal-
ly breathe new life into the Bryn 
Mawr Historic District, which 
runs between Sheridan Rd. and 
Broadway. 

The area has been struggling 
since the start of the Chicago 
Transit Authority’s [CTA] Red 
Purple Modernization project 
[RPM] construction and COVID 
shutdowns. Its future remains un-
certain despite some recent new 
business openings.

At a Nov. 19 meeting at her of-
fice, Ald. Manaa-Hoppenworth 
told stunned committee members 
that their efforts were no longer 
needed and their work would 
be taken over by the Edgewater 
Chamber of Commerce [ECC], 
even though that organization 
had dropped community plan-
ning and business recruitment 
from its portfolio in recent years 
amidst organizational turmoil and 

frequent staff departures. This 
newspaper contacted the ECC to 
ask about its community planning 
efforts and how it would proceed 
with the work, but did not hear 
back from them by deadline.

The Bryn Mawr Alliance had 
been collaborating with residents, 
small businesses, local institu-
tions, building owners, and other 
interested parties to map plans for 
a thriving Bryn Mawr that includ-
ed making the stretch a City of 
Chicago landmark district which 
would preclude further demoli-
tion of the street’s historic prop-
erties. The group was created by 
the 48th Ward office after the 
first-term Alderwoman was ap-
proached by community residents 
who said they wanted to help re-
vitalize the area.

However, Ald. Manaa-Hoppen-
worth had her own version of how 
the group came to be. 

“The task force was my idea 
and [they] are aspirational,” she 
said during a Nov. 21 interview. 
“They did so much work for a year 
and a half and we’re very proud of 
that work.” She pointed to recent 
Bryn Mawr improvements, such 
as nine new businesses, as proof 
that the task force accomplished 
their goals, and thus could be dis-
banded.

Task force members had a dif-
ferent idea of where their work 
stood and believed that recent 
draft reports on their work that 
they recently presented to Ald. 
Manaa-Hoppenworth was the be-
ginning of their real work, not the 
conclusion.

“We have been surveying lo-

cal residents and business own-
ers and looking at all aspects of 
what was needed on Bryn Mawr, 
from renovations of the historic 
buildings to identifying public 
infrastructure in need of repair to 
how to better brand and promote 
the area as a destination,” said 
one task force member who asked 

Alderwoman sacks  
Bryn Mawr Alliance

Abrupt dismissal of 
community-led task force 
raises questions on future 
of Edgewater planning

The Chicago Plan Commis-
sion has given the go-ahead to a 
five-story condo project in Edge-
water slated to replace the former  
Kindred Hospital parking lot, 
6150 N. Sheridan Rd.

Developer Vladimir Zeleni 
secured approval for the 40-unit 

Condo project at Kindred Hosp. 
moving forward

structure, that will include a 40-
car underground parking lot, a 
roof deck and private outdoor 
space. The $15 million project 
could be completed by mid-2027, 
after the full City Council ap-
proves the project.

The Glenwood Alfresco, locat-
ed on the west side of Glenwood 
Ave. between Lunt and Morse av-
enues, will be completely disman-
tled, and shut down on Dec. 31. 

Once the alfresco is disman-
tled  and closed, Glenwood will 
revert back to an open street with 
regular traffic flow. Parking will 
remain restricted on the street.

The space is being eliminated 
due to the lack of programming 
and management by the partici-
pating businesses, and also com-
munity concerns about crime and 
public safety. 

Glenwood Alfresco space  
shutting down for good Dec. 31

The announcement was made 
by the 49th Ward office, which 
has concluded “that it is time for 
the program to end,” according to 
their statement.

“This was not an easy decision, 
as we know the project was ini-
tially conceived with positive in-
tentions for the Rogers Park com-
munity.”

The Ward office and city may 
establish temporary closures on 
Saturdays and Sundays during the 
Glenwood Market season, which 
runs from June to October.

On Nov. 19, the 49th Ward of-
fice hosted a virtual community 
meeting on a proposed develop-
ment located at 7644 N. Sheri-
dan.  

The applicant, 5T Manage-
ment, hopes to build a five-story, 
mixed-use building containing 
44 residential units and ground-
floor commercial space, but the 
proposal includes only 13 off 
street parking spaces, or about 
.295 parking spaces per unit, not 
including demand created by the 
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The new basketball facil-
ity would give school a training 
and practice space, weight room, 
treatment spaces 

BY ASHLEY MEZEWICH
The DePaulia

The Chicago Plan Commission 
[CPC] on Nov. 20 approved De-
Paul University’s plans for a new 
$42.4 million basketball practice 
facility on their Lincoln Park 
campus. 

The controversial plan will re-
quire demolishing a row of five 
century-old residential buildings 
the preservationists think should 
be saved and protected. The De-
Paul-owned buildings are a mix 
of student housing and adminis-
trative offices, including several 
three-story walk-up townhouses. 

But school officials told CPC 
members that DePaul’s lack of 
modern practice courts makes it 
harder to them compete for top 
athletic talent with schools in the 
Big East Conference, decreasing 
DePaul’s national visibility and 
potential to attract other students.

“We are getting turned down 
because of our lack of facilities,” 
said DePaul Univ. Athletic Direc-

tor DeWayne Peevy. He pointed 
out that the school was “last in the 
Big East Conference in almost ev-
ery category.” 

During the public comment 
period of the CPC meeting, five 
people spoke. Four were against 
the proposal and one was for. 

The four-story practice facility 
is planned for the corner of Shef-
field and Belden avenues, across 
the street from Sullivan Athletic 
Center and McGrath-Phillips 
Arena.

If the practice facility is built, it 
will give the men’s and women’s 
basketball programs at DePaul a 
dedicated practice and training 
space, with the first floor intend-
ed for  “the health and wellness” 
of all DePaul student-athletes. 

The first floor will also contain a 
broadcast production studio. 

The next step is for the City 
Council Committee on Zoning, 
Landmarks and Building Stan-
dards to issue its recommenda-
tion. Then, the full City Council 
will hold a final vote. The plan 
also needs an approval from the 
full City Council.

When DePaul hosted a com-
munity meeting in April 2024, 
Peevy said DePaul athletics 
needed to return to both national 
recognition and relevance to help 
increase enrollment at the univer-
sity. 

Peevy also said athletic perfor-
mance at the university heightens 
media attention and athletes at 
DePaul could not perform well 

Plan Commission approves plans  
for new DePaul basketball practice facility

An artists rendition of the proposed new basketball facility at DePaul Univ. 
Courtesy DePaul Athletics

Thanksgiving dinners take 
eighteen hours to prepare. 
They are consumed in 
twelve minutes. Half-times 
take twelve minutes.  
This is not coincidence.

— Erma Bombeck

BY DON DEBAT
The Home Front

Looking to 2026 and beyond, 
Chicago builders likely will have 
to juggle civic priorities, analyze 
market conditions, and gaze into 
the crystal ball on the direction of 
mortgage interest rates in order to 
bank future profits.

Those are a few of the thoughts 
on the minds of more than 1,000 
builders, developers, real estate 
brokers, apartment managers, title 
insurers and lenders who attended 
the Lincoln Park Builders [LPB] 
of Chicago’s 36th annual Real Es-
tate Forum on Nov. 20 at Theater 
on the Lake, 2401 N. Lake Shore 
Dr.

LPB is the city’s oldest and most 
prestigious private real estate 
club. The LPB Real Estate Forum 
is considered by many to be the 
top networking event in Chicago 
real estate. It always sells out with 
1,000-plus crowds of guests, leav-
ing standing room only for those 

who find a way to sneak in.
This year’s event featured 

a panel discussion, titled “Big 
Shoulders, Big Ambition: Bridg-
ing Policy and Market Forces 
for a Stronger Chicago,” which 
explored how public and private 
stakeholders can find common 
ground through collaborative in-

vestment and development.
The Lincoln Park Builders of 

Chicago is an honorary society 
of builders, developers and man-
agers of real estate and those in-
volved in the field. Participants at 
this year’s Forum included: 

Builders surveying a wide canvas 
for development in 2026

BUILDERS see p. 4

The Lincoln Park Builders panel at Theater on the Lake Nov. 20.

sacks see p. 12

New five-story building 
proposed for Sheridan / Rogers

commercial space. The building 
would be located in one of the 
most parking-starved areas of 
Rogers Park.

The location on a CTA bus route 
means 5T Management does not 
have to provide enough off-street 
parking due to Transit Oriented 
Development zoning. Under the 
City’s prior zoning code, a build-
ing like this one would have been 
required to include 44 parking 

building see p. 12

On Nov. 21 Ald. Manaa-
Hoppenworth implied that it 
was their intention to utilize 
the planning work included 
in the Broadway Land Use 
Framework, adopted by the 
Chicago Dept. of Planning and 
Development and released in 
February, as a plan for devel-
opment along Broadway. 

That 10-page framework 
was poorly promoted and not 
well received in many parts of 
the community.

On Oct. 16, the Chicago City 
Council approved a sweeping 
upzoning plan that will allow 
dramatically taller, denser de-
velopments and a wider mix of 
commercial uses along a 2.6-
mile stretch of Broadway from 
Devon to Montrose avenues. 
That stretch of Broadway was 
provided the highest possible 
zoning available in one fell 
swoop.

Key among the many issues 
that are now in play with this 

plan see p. 12

Proposal for 6150 N. Sheridan Rd.

The Glenwood Alfresco space will be returned to use as a public roadway.

Calls for central-Edgewater 
master plan
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A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

BAR AND GRILL

1050 N. State St.
Open 10 a.m. to 4 a.m. 365 days a year  
312-266-6340                              dublinschicago.com

Watch your wattles  
and keep your eyes on your snoods

Do you happen to be possessed 
of a “wattle?” Many of the human 
race are. Especially after 50 years 
of age.

What about a “snood?” Can 
you lay you hands on one with 
ease? If not, try a little higher on 
your neck.

Do you think men look better 
with wattles and snoods? Or do 
the ladies?

Well, somewhere between the 
wattles and the snoods, that wrin-
kly drooping skin hanging from 
a turkey’s noggin, an American 
national holiday was born. Not 
just any holiday, but a “sea to 
shining sea” holiday that revolves 
around wattles and snoods, called 
Thanksgiving. 

It’s a Feast Day, an American 
favorite. To understand why is to 
discover the magic of the feast.

Thanksgiving is free of a large 
amount of stress and anxiety that 
accompanies other holidays. And 
it’s more easily dispensed with, 
like a turkey carcass.

And because Thanksgiving has 
always been second to Christmas, 
expectations are lessened. People 
are more easily satisfied with 
simply having a great meal and 
the easy company of friends. 

No need for bags of toys, ice 
skates or baby dolls. 

So much of the long-standing 
family resentments and unre-
solved family conflicts need not 
appear, if you’re lucky. They can 
be over-looked among friends 
without all the familiar baggage. 
For many folk Thanksgiving is a 
“baggage free” zone. 

Thanksgiving seems to have 
evolved into a day you can be dis-
pensed of without too much ha-
ranguing, especially among those 
recently married folk. Many of 
them just longing for the chance to 
absent themselves from the usual 
malarkey of family critiques.

The vittles themselves may 
have played a critical part in the 
evolution of the holiday. My fam-
ily was not permitted to share the 
day with people not attending 
Grandma O’Gorman’s large feast. 
A doomsday saga of cousins, 
aunts, uncles, shirt-tail relations 
and Irish religious brothers who 
always brought their appetites.

Grandma’s hospitality had a 
very loyal supporter in my father, 
Mossy, who refused to ever attend 
Thanksgiving in anyone else’s 
dining room for fear of being 
served soggy wet stuffing. Only 
the buttery, but dry, “dressing,” as 
he called it, of Grandma’s would 
satisfy his craving for “authen-
tic” rosemary, thyme and onion 
dressing with home-made bread-
crumbs. Accompanied by fresh-
made cranberry sauce drizzled 
with good brandy rescued from 
the Brandy Alexanders served be-
fore dinner. 

My sister and I loved the grand 
crunchy vegetables Grandma 
served. Our cousins, who out-
numbered us, were always vege-
table-free. 

I was a dark meat lad whereas 
my cousins only ate white. I’m 
not sure they ever discovered 
dark meat was juicer and I never 
let that secret out of the bag. The 
giblet gravy was herbal and su-
perb, haunted by the fresh rose-
mary used in abundance. 

I always had a piece of Grand-
ma’s homemade warm Irish Soda 
Bread filled with raisins, with 
gobs of unsalted butter. And I 
loved the traditional “Colca-
nnon”- creamy whipped potatoes 
with chopped crunchy cabbage 
mixed in with finely chopped 
shallots. Irish Soul Food. 

We never got near a wattle or 
a snood. 

Rudy, my Grandma’s select 
butcher up on Halsted St. never 
sent the turkey’s head to her. But 
she saw plenty of each grow-
ing up on her family’s Tipperary 
dairy farm. 

Working on food prep with 
her the day before Thanksgiv-
ing, she’d tell stories of Ireland. 
She was a fine woman in the 
kitchen. She learned a great deal 
of cookery from her mother, great 
Grandma Crowe, nee O’Dwyer, a 
family famed for their skill in the 
kitchen. 

When my Grandma was a teen 
she was sent off to cook for an 
uncle who was a beloved priest in 
Tipperary Town. She explained 
all the details of cooking a fine 
turkey for him. First she poached 
the bird. Then roasted it in the 
wood oven surrounded by apples. 
She’d always mimic her uncle 
smacking his lips for the turkey, 
served with turnips and roasted 
spuds. We loved her tales told to 
us in the warm kitchen that let 
us walk through her tasty past so 
much a part of our tasty present. 

Remember watch your wat-
tles and keep your eyes on your 
snoods. Happy Thanksgiving.

IT’S TIME: Uptown’s Time-
Line Theatre Co. confirms con-
struction of its new home is more 
than 75% complete, with sights 
set on substantial completion of 
the $46 million building in Feb-

By Thomas J. O’Gorman
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ruary. “It’s incredibly energiz-
ing to walk through the build-
ing now and really see how far 
we’ve come,” said Elizabeth K.  
Auman, Director of New Home 
Development for TimeLine.

NOBEL LAUREATE: North-
western celebrates Joel Mokyr 
for his 2025 Nobel Prize in Eco-
nomics. Bravo professor, you 
make all Chicago proud.

BUST: The Illinois Gaming 
Board has reported a 15% drop 
in September sports betting, af-
ter the state imposed a new tax 
on wagers. To nobody’s surprise, 
betting with local bookies are up 
15%, with no taxes added.

DOPE: Writer Alex Berenson 
posting about the legalization of 
weed. “We were told that legal-
ization would produce huge new 

Call 773-508-1927

Pleasant TravelPleasant Travel

For Best Airline and Cruise Packages

www.PleasantTravel.comwww.PleasantTravel.com

Call 773-508-1927

Call 773-508-1927

or visit 6257 N. Clark St.
email: pleasanttravel@hotmail.com

wattles see p. 8

How about a box of handmade  
chocolate truffles for a holiday gift?

Visit us at
City News Café
4018 N. Cicero Ave.

Open every day 8 am-8 pm   773.545.7377

Males turkeys have a distinctive singular fleshy wattle, called a snood, that 
hangs from the base of the culmen. Like with other phasianines (any large 
or small, semiflightless, gallinaceous game birds), the male is bigger and 
sports fancier plumage than the female.



inside Publications november 26 - december 2, 2025 • 3

!"#$#%#& '() *"((+# &#+,-#./"#0"#& 1&(2 )+ (& ,$' (0"#& +()&*#.

3$*-)43$5 , ',&4 (& 5,&,5# +,-# 6 '() ,&# *"((+3$5 0( "#-7 ()& 8,&0"

,$4 ,-- (1 *&#,03($ 9' #-323$,03$5 %3&53$ &#+()&*# #:0&,*03($+.

7#+03*34# )+# 1(& %3&53$ ;<= *(00($. > $( $#/ 2,$)1,*0)&3$5 (1

0(:3* *"#23*,-+.#0* 6 0")+ 1)&0"#& 7&(0#*03$5 ()& ,3&. /,0#&. +(3-.

> /3-4#&$#++ /(&-4/34# > ,-- ?(4@+ *&#,0)&#+ 0"#&# 3$A

B",$C D() 1(& '()& 0"()5"01)-$#++ ,$4 *($+34#&,03($ E

!"##$
!"!#!$%
"#%&'#

!"#$ % &'()*+), -./-)0(
1234567 $$48 593:6; $"48

!!"#$%&#'(&&

!"#$%& 5.(< 5=<<('>
???@ABC4DE:BFB3E@2GC

DECEMBER 8 & 9
Directed by BRENDA DIDIER and MICHAEL WEBER
Music Directed by DAVID FIORELLO

1328 W. Morse Ave.

JUST IN TIME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

STARRING

ADRIAN AGUILAR NEALA BARRON SHARRIESE HAMILTON GEORGE KEATING

LEARN MORE AT PORCHLIGHTMUSICTHEATRE.ORG

CALL THE RHAPSODY BOX OFFICE FOR TICKETS :888.495.9001

TWO NIGHTS ONLY!

By CWBChicago

Voices across Chicago and the nation 
have expressed alarm after two shootings 
in the Loop following the city’s annual 
Christmas tree lighting left a 14-year-old 
boy dead and eight other people, nearly all 
juveniles, wounded.

Officials said officers arrested 18 people 
and recovered five firearms during what 
authorities described as widespread may-
hem in the downtown area after the cer-
emony.

Video on social media showed a group 
of young people beating and robbing an 
apparent teenage victim in the Loop dur-
ing the mayhem. As the boy curled up on 
the ground, someone pulled off his winter 
coat. Moments later, as he struggled to his 
feet, another individual cold-cocked him in 
the face, sending him staggering down the 
sidewalk.

The violence quickly drew national atten-
tion, with President Donald Trump weigh-
ing in on his Truth Social account, writ-
ing that “Governor Pritzker and the Low 
IQ Mayor of Chicago are refusing Fed-
eral Government help for a situation that 
could be quickly remedied.” He claimed 
that “the people are chanting, BRING IN 
TRUMP!!!”

Mayor Brandon Johnson struck a nota-
bly different tone from the one he adopted 
in 2023, when he pushed back on criticism 
after so-called teen trends left three teen-
agers shot and 15 people arrested in the 
days after his election victory. At that time, 
Johnson claimed concerned residents were 

‘Complete lawlessness’
Critics slam mayor  
as Loop mob attack  
and shootings shock Chicago

“demonizing” young people who “some-
times make silly decisions.”

Last Saturday, Johnson sounded closer to 
condemning the behavior he once appeared 
to excuse. “We have too many guns and too 
many young people who do not value their 
lives or the lives of others,” he said.

Earlier this year, Johnson vetoed an ordi-
nance that would have granted CPD Supt. 
Larry Snelling authority to impose im-
mediate snap curfews to help defuse and 
disperse large teen gatherings before they 
turned violent. On Saturday, he urged par-
ents and guardians to accompany minors 

at large events.
“These types of violent gatherings can 

never be an alternative, nor can they be 
normalized,” Johnson said, once again 
voicing thoughts that seem to contradict 
his previous “demonization” rhetoric.

The reaction from retired Riverside Po-
lice Chief Tom Weitzel was scathing as he 
painted images of “escalating violence” 
and “complete lawlessness” in Chicago.

Weitzel repeated earlier public state-
ments advising families and visitors to stay 
away from the city “until leadership takes 
decisive action.”

He pointed to the fire attack aboard a 
Blue Line train earlier last week, Friday’s 
shootings in the Loop, and what he de-
scribed as a “juvenile riot” that got world-
wide attention after the city’s annual tree 
lighting ceremony.

“These incidents shock the conscience,” 
he said. “Despite claims that crime is be-
ing reduced, violent crime is spiraling out 
of control. The mayor and his team are de-
flecting instead of protecting. Chicago is 
not an ideal place to bring your family, and 

The RTA has released the Proposed 
2026 Regional Transit Operating Budget 
and Five-Year Capital Program for down-
load and public comment. 

The budget comes on the heels of transit 
legislation passed on Oct. 31 that will pro-
vide an estimated $1.2 billion in additional 
annual taxpayer funds, once fully imple-
mented beginning in late 2026, for opera-
tions and establish a new regional entity to 
streamline operations, including those at 
the CTA.

The proposed 2026 regional budget de-
tails $4.352 billion in operating expenses 
for northeastern Illinois’ transit system, 
and a 2026-2030 Regional Capital Program 
of $9.246 billion focused on returning the 
system to a state of good repair, making all 
stations accessible, transitioning to zero-
emissions, and providing limited expan-
sions and upgrades.

The budget is open for public comment 
now through Dec. 5, visit https://www.rt-
achicago.org/transit-funding/2026-region-
al-transit-budget. Public comments may 
also be submitted by emailing communica-
tions@rtachicago.org. The RTA will also 

Comment period 
open on RTA budget, 
public hearing Dec. 4

comment see p. 11

Earlier this year, Johnson 
vetoed an ordinance that would 
have granted CPD Supt. Larry 
Snelling authority to impose 

immediate snap curfews 
 to help defuse and disperse 
large teen gatherings before 

they turned violent.

I advise against visiting for entertainment, 
dinner, shows, or overnight stays until lead-
ership takes violent crime seriously.”

Weitzel said he believes only a downturn 
in tourism and entertainment spending 
will force leadership to make significant 
changes.

“Chicago deserves better. Its citizens, 
its officers, and its visitors cannot afford 
leadership that pretends everything is fine 
while lives are lost,” he said.

Social media video went viral and travelled around the globe last weekend showing a group of 
young teenagers beating and robbing a teenage victim in the Loop following the annual light-
ing of the downtown Christmas Tree. It was yet another in a list of embarrassing moments for 
Chicago’s central business district since the riots and looting in 2020.
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Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50%OFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATE
SCHEDULE TODAY!

Call 1.833.370.1234

CALL TODAY! 1.833.370.1234

Night Out in the Parks  
call for 2026 proposals

The Chicago Park District 
[CPD] is currently seeking pro-
posals from Chicago-based or-
ganizations, collectives, and in-
dividual artists to participate in 
their 14th season of Night Out 
in the Parks [NOITP]. The sea-
son runs from June 1 to Dec. 31, 
2026. 

Proposals are due by 11:59 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 8, for consideration 
for the 2026 season.

Through various disciplines 
such as theater, music, movies, 
dance, site-specific work, nature 
programs, culinary arts, literary 
arts, and community festivals, the 
CPD presents performances and 
cultural events in Chicago parks. 

Next year, in celebration of the 
United States’ 250th birthday, 
the CPD is encouraging propos-
als emphasizing democracy, pa-
triotism, civics and civil liberties, 
racial, social, and environmental 
justice, diversity, and culture.

Since its inception, NOITP has 
provided thousands of hours of 

diverse, and unique arts program-
ming. With support from Chicago 
taxpayers, NOITP produces hun-
dreds of free cultural events an-
nually for patrons in parks city-
wide, in all 77 community areas 
of Chicago.

NOITP seeks artists, communi-
ty members, and park staff, as well 
as arts programmers and cultural 
producers, to curate work that re-
flects the lives and experiences of 
local citizens. Program must be 
offered to the community for free. 
For more information on the sub-
missions process write to noitp@
chicagoparkdistrict.com.

NOITP vendors must be a Chi-
cago-based organization or indi-
vidual artist. Residency within the 
city of Chicago is required and 
must be verified. Vendors do not 
need to be a not-for-profit organi-
zation to be considered. The main 
applicant must be 21 years of age, 
and projects where vendors will 
have physical interaction with the 
general public will be subject to 
background checks.

Veteran North Side developer 
Alan Lev, chairman of Belgravia 
Group, Ltd., who served as panel 
moderator. 

Panelists were James Capple-
man, former Alderman 46th 
Ward, John Cullerton, former 
president, Illinois Senate, and 
Gregory Mutz, chairman and 
CEO, AMLI Residential Part-
ners, LLC, a luxury rental apart-
ment developer. Jennifer Parks, 
executive director, Habitat for 
Humanity Chicago was the key-
note speaker.

Pro-housing panelists speak
Generally, the panelists’ com-

ments mirrored the mood of the 
cheering pro-real estate crowd. 
Discerning comments from the 
panelists follow:

“Builders and developers need 
a sweeping city-wide master plan 
for housing,” urged Cappleman. 
“It seems as if the longer it takes 
to get a building up, the longer it 
takes to lower property taxes.”

“Property taxes do not need to 
go up,” said Cullerton, assuming 
the city budget people sharpen 
their pencils and make necessary 
cuts.

“The Affordable Requirements 
Ordinance (ARO) is a cancer,” 
said Mutz, an outspoken critic of 
subsidized housing. “Twenty per-
cent of Chicago penthouses have 
to be affordable housing in Chi-
cago? That’s nuts. A Democratic 
Socialist mayor means a socialist 
local government.”

ARO is a liberal housing policy 
used in Chicago, that mandates 
certain new residential develop-
ments must include a percentage 
of affordable housing units, or 
pay a stiff tax if they don’t follow 
orders. Those taxes are of course 
passed onto the home buyers.

Moderator Lev tersely summed 
up the Chicago developer’s di-
lemma: “The pickle we’re in is 
due to poor leadership and poor 
policies” at City Hall.

While the panel did not make 
any mortgage-rate predictions for 
2026, on Nov. 20, the benchmark 
30-year fixed rate home-loan 
average nationwide hovered at 
6.26%, up slightly from 6.24% a 
week earlier. A year ago, the 30-
year fixed loan averaged 6.84%.

Michael Glasser, president 
of the Neighborhood Building 
Owners Alliance [NBOA], was 
honored with the Forum’s 2025 
Impact Award for his leadership, 
advocacy and commitment to 
strengthening Chicago’s housing 
landscape. An outspoken hous-
ing advocate, Glasser prefers to 
refer to Chicago’s thousands of 
apartment landlords as “housing 
advocates.”

It was the NBOA who earlier 

this year stood up to City Hall 
when they tried to seize property 
rights away from owners with the 
Northwest Housing Ordinance 
which severely and negatively im-
pacted property transactions, sti-
fling the ability to sell a property 
by creating months-long bureau-
cratic delays that the city was in-
adequately staffed to handle. Like 
many things that ooze out of City 
Hall, this ordinance failed due to 
inadequate stakeholder input dur-
ing drafting.

Chicago’s broad  
housing canvass

Chicago’s broad housing can-
vass, where builders and develop-
ers earn a living, range from “hot” 
neighborhoods to vast “waste-
lands” of private-sector disinvest-
ment across the city, analysts say.

Between January of 2023 and 
September of 2025, the sprawl-
ing 27th Ward—which spans 
such neighborhoods as South 
Old Town, Cabrini Green, Goose 
Island and Fulton Market, and 
ranges south to the Eisenhower 
Expy. and west to Kedzie and Pu-
laski avenues—accounted for 36 
new developments valued at an 
eye-opening $13 billion in real 
estate development. 

Meanwhile, poor, struggling 
Englewood, which is spread 
across five South Side wards, 
saw just six projects with a total 
investment of only $150 million, 
according to Chicago Plan Com-
mission data.

At the same time, Chicago’s 
non-profit affordable housing de-
velopers, such as the Habitat for 
Humanity Chicago, are chipping 
away on scattered South-Side and 
West-Side sites that have slowly 
lost population and commercial 
activity following decades of 
racial challenges and disinvest-
ment.

However, gold is being mined 
by developers in many other near 
downtown and lakefront neigh-
borhoods. 

Details on other “hot” hous-
ing wards where an abundance of 
new housing starts have happened 
between 2019 and this September 
includes:  

• The 34th Ward. This mean-
dering city ward runs east and 
west of the “Spaghetti Bowl” (the 
junction of the Kennedy and the 
Eisenhower expressways). The 
34th Ward ranges west to the 
famed Jackson Boulevard His-
toric District and Ashland Ave., 
and south to Little Italy and the 
Univ. of Illinois Circle Campus. 
The ward generated an impres-
sive 3,830 new residential build-
ing permits.

• The 3rd Ward. This mostly 
South Side lakefront ward runs 
from just west of the Museum 
Campus to LaSalle St. and south 
to 43rd St. The ward generated 
2,376 new residential building 
permits.

• The 4th Ward. This thin strip 
of the South Side lakefront runs 
west of South Shore Dr. from 
Jackson Blvd. south to Oakwood 
Blvd. The ward generated 2,099 
new residential building permits.

• The 32nd Ward. This expan-
sive patch of the Northwest Side, 
which encompasses Roscoe Vil-
lage and the North Branch of the 
Chicago River, runs west of Wrig-
ley Field and South Lakeview.

Boundaries of the 32nd Ward 
are from west of Southport Ave. 
to Western Ave. The boundary 
extends north to Paulina and Ad-
dison, then south to Webster Ave. 
The ward generated 1,705 new 
residential building permits.

Vacant lots abound
In the future, one trend that 

will benefit builders and develop-
ers is the reduction of vacant city-
owned lots on the South and West 
sides.

The city’s vacant lot portfolio 
has been whittled down to 7,000 
lots in 2025 from more than 
10,000 a few years ago. Some 
70% of these lots are available for 
new construction. The balance is 
for open space side yards, com-
munity gardens, urban agriculture 
and parking.

Lincoln Park Realtor, Don Ben-
son, broker with Jameson Sothe-
by’s International Realty, contrib-
uted to this column.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

builders from p. 1

(L-R) Gregory Mutz, CEO AMLI residential Partners. Alan Lev, chairman of Belgravia Group, James Cappleman, 
former 46th Ward Alderman.

It was the Neighborhood 
Building Owners  

Alliance who earlier  
this year stood up to  

City Hall when they tried 
to seize property rights 

away from owners  
with the Northwest 
Housing Ordinance 
which severely and  
negatively impacted 

property transactions.
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Register Today!

This online program is offered throughout the
year with new programs starting regularly.

Please see the registration site for more details

Are you a caregiver of a family member or
friend with Alzheimer’s or a related
dementia? This program is for you! 

As a SAVVY CAREGIVER, you will be able to:

 Join us for SAVVY CAREGIVER™, a free,
interactive 6-week training series designed
to support family caregivers. 

• Develop strategies and master skills to help your caregiver situation
• Find ways to reduce the effects of stress through planning and self-care

• Manage daily life and behaviors
• Effectively communicate with a person with dementia 

To register, please go to this Case Sensitive link:
https://bit.ly/SavvyReg25 

 Spaces are limited! For more information, contact:
 Victoria Russo at 312-743-3528 

 email: Victoria.Russo@cityofchicago.org

“…It was therapeutic to empathize with
everyone and get to meet people in the same
situation.”

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/facilities/skate-parks

Despite the city’s severe fi-
nancial situation, they continue 
to give gifts of taxpayer funds 
to hundreds of arts and cultural 
groups citywide. 

Last week the City of Chicago 
Dept. of Cultural Affairs and 
Special Events [DCASE] an-
nounced the 2025 CityArts grant 
recipients, with more than 300 
nonprofit arts and culture organi-
zations receiving a combined to-
tal of over $6 million in taxpayer 
support this year. 

The total number of organiza-
tions receiving CityArts grants 
grew to approximately 300 
awards from 200 since 2021. The 
spending reinforces DCASE’s 
long-standing commitment to 
funding the arts as a driver of 
community vitality, and civic 
pride.

The grants “are an investment 
in the people and organizations 
that fuel creativity and inspire 
connection,” said Kenya Merritt, 
DCASE Acting Commissioner. 
“By prioritizing general operat-
ing support, we are strengthen-
ing the foundation for artists and 
cultural organizations in every 
neighborhood to grow, thrive 
and continue making Chicago a 
world-class city for the arts.”

The CityArts program provides 
taxpayer funding to Chicago-
based nonprofit organizations of 
all sizes. This year’s awards in-
clude 184 renewals and 119 new 
recipients. 

A range of recipients were 
named as grantees this year, 
including many on the North 
Side. They include the Chicago 
Humanities Festival, Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater, Chicago 
Tap Theatre, the League of 
Chicago Theatres Foundation, 
Ruth Page Foundation, the In-
ternational Museum of Surgi-
cal Science, Redtwist Theatre, 
The Neo-Futurists, WTTW, The 
Newberry Consort, DePaul Art 
Museum, the Music Box Founda-
tion, Lookingglass Theatre Co., 
and Chicago Filmmakers, among 
many others. 

The CityArts’ budget grew 
from $1.7 million in 2021 to $7.5 
million with federal American 
Recovery Plan funds in 2023. The 
program gave away $6 million in 
both 2024 and 2025 despite the 
loss of federal pandemic-era bail 
out cash. 

Participants in DCASE’s 2021 
initiative identified general op-
erating support for nonprofits 
as the top funding priority. In 
response, DCASE has increased 
grant amounts — evolving from 
one-time awards from $2,000 
to $25,000 to renewable grants 
ranging between $10,000 and 
$50,000, despite the loss of fed-
eral funds.

The lost federal funds have 
now been replaced by local tax-
payer funds. Eighty-one percent 
of 2025 recipients have annual 
revenues under $1 million.

City expands 
support for arts 

organizations
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Police 
Beat

Teen charged with robbery,  
aggravated battery of man

A male juvenile, 14, has been 
charged with one felony count of 
robbery, and one felony count – ag-
gravated battery/great bodily harm 
When he was arrested by members 
of the Robbery Task Force on Nov. 
19, in the 1700 block of S. State St. 

He was identified as one of the of-
fenders who, on Oct. 3, participated 
in a robbery and aggravated battery 
of a 20-year-old male victim while 
on a CTA train in the 300 block of W. 
Chicago Ave. 

The offender was placed into cus-
tody and subsequently charged ac-
cordingly. 

Commercial burglaries  
crime spree

Chicago police are warning busi-
ness owners of recent burglaries in 
the West Loop, Chicago Loop, South 
Loop, Near South Side, Lower West 
Side, Norwood Park, Edison Park, 
Avondale, Old Irving Park, Lake View 
East, West Ridge and Near West Side 
and Lower West Side neighbor-
hoods.

In each incident, (2-4) unknown 
offenders forcibly enter businesses 
after breaking the front glass door 
with use of an expandable pry tool/
crow bar. Once inside, offenders 
rummage through business and take 
possession of currency contained in 
business safes/cash registers. 

In one incident, one of the of-
fenders pointed a handgun and 
threatened to shoot the unsuspect-
ing victim as he arrived to work and 
entered into the business. A stolen 
gray 2011 Infiniti 4-door sedan and 
a black 2017 Infiniti 4-door sedan 
were identified as being used by the 
offenders in a majority of incidents. 

Incidents occurring on the North 
Side include one on the 3300 block 
of N. Broadway, Nov. 5, 3:20 a.m.; 
7100 block of N. Ridge Blvd. 3:32 a.m. 
Nov. 5; 600 block of W. Washington 
Blvd 4:30 a.m. Nov. 5; 400 block of 
S. Wells St. 5 a.m. Nov. 5; 1900 block 
of S. State St 4:58 a.m. Nov. 7; 2000 
block of S. Clark St. 5:04 a.m. Nov. 7, 
and on the 500 block W. Harrison St 
5:40 a.m. Nov. 7.

The offenders are described as 
two to four Black males approxi-
mately 20-30 years old, wearing dark 
colored hooded sweatshirts, dark 
colored sweatpants, dark colored ski 
masks.

Man gets 8 years for shooting  
16-year-old near the Mag Mile

On Nov. 20, a man received an 
8-year sentence after pleading guilty 
to attempted murder for shooting a 
16-year-old boy near the Magnifi-
cent Mile last year.

Prosecutors said 20-year-old Jase-
an Butler fired several shots toward 
the teen at the corner of Wabash 
and Chicago avenues around 4:45 
p.m. Aug. 2, 2024. Bullets struck the 
boy in the shoulder and also hit a 
24-year-old man who was standing 
nearby.

The shooting was recorded by a 
Chicago police surveillance cam-

15-year-old girl sexually assaulted 
at gunpoint in North Side alley, 
second teen held at knifepoint

Chicago police are searching for 
two men after one of them sexually 
assaulted a 15-year-old girl at gun-
point in Ravenswood Manor on Nov. 
21.

The girl and a female friend were 
walking in the neighborhood when 
they noticed two men following them 
around 9:21 p.m., CPD said. Once the 
men realized they had been spot-
ted, they began chasing the girls and 
eventually caught up with them in the 
2900 block of W. Wilson Ave.

Police said one of the men dragged 
the 15-year-old into an alley and sexu-
ally assaulted her while threatening 
her with a gun. The second man held 
the girl’s friend at knifepoint to stop 
her from intervening.

A nearby resident later heard a 
commotion and rushed the teens into 
their home for safety. The attackers 
fled on foot, last seen heading east 
toward Francisco Ave.

CPD described the man who sexu-
ally assaulted the girl as “Black His-
panic,” about 5 feet 10 inches to 6 
feet tall, 170 to 200 lbs, wearing a Nike 
tech jacket, dark pants, and dark gym 
shoes. His accomplice was described 
as “White Hispanic,” 5 feet 5 inches to 
5 feet 7 inches tall, 135 to 150 lbs, also 
wearing a Nike tech jacket, dark pants, 
and gym shoes.

Area Five detectives are investigat-
ing and asking anyone with informa-
tion to call 312-746-6554 or submit 
tips anonymously at CPDTIP.com us-
ing reference number JJ497958.

Blue Line fire attacker yelled  
‘Burn alive b****!’  
as officers took him into custody

After being arrested by Chicago 
police officers in the Loop on Nov. 18, 
the man accused of setting a woman 
on fire aboard a Blue Line train this 
week spontaneously yelled “Burn 
b****!” and “Burn alive b****!” accord-
ing to a newly filed federal criminal 
complaint.

Lawrence Reed, a 50-year-old man 
on pretrial release for allegedly knock-
ing a psychiatric ward social worker 
unconscious in August, is federally 
charged with a terrorist attack or oth-
er violence against a mass transporta-
tion system.

In a complaint filed Wednesday 
morning, an agent of the federal Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives describes Monday’s 
random attack on a 26-year-old 
woman in gut-wrenching detail, say-
ing CTA surveillance video showed 
Reed dousing the woman with gaso-
line, igniting her, and watching as she 
burned before walking away.

es that included “burn b****” and 
“burn alive b****,” according to the 
affidavit. Those statements were 
described as spontaneous and un-
prompted.

In April 2020, Reed poured gaso-
line along the north end of the 
Thompson Center and set it ablaze 
because he had not received his 
Social Security check, prosecutors 
said at the time. He started the fire 
as Gov. JB Pritzker was preparing 
to hold his daily COVID-19 press 
conference inside the building, but 
there was no indication that Pritzker 
was targeted or that Reed knew the 
governor was present.

Reed ultimately pleaded guilty 
to arson and received two years 
of “mental health probation” from 
Judge Arthur Hill. Despite being ar-
rested three times on misdemeanor 
charges, including twice for bat-
tery, while on probation, the court 
deemed his probation performance 
“satisfactory” after prosecutors 
dropped all of those charges.

Court records show he has had 53 
criminal cases filed against him in 
Cook County since 1993, including 
nine felonies, mostly narcotics-re-
lated, all of which resulted in guilty 
pleas. Only two felonies led to any 
jail time: two years for his fourth 
drug case in 2003 and 30 days for re-
peat driving on a suspended license 
in 2017.

In August, the man, whose home 
address on court documents is a 
mail processing center in the West 
Loop, was arrested and charged 
with aggravated battery causing 
great bodily harm. Prosecutors said 
he knocked a female social worker 
unconscious while he was being 
held in a suburban psychiatric hos-
pital.

In a detention petition filed three 
days after that incident, prosecutors 
said he struck the woman “about 
the face with an open hand, caus-
ing [the] victim pain and loss of con-
sciousness.” The victim, who was on 
duty at the time, suffered “extreme 
nausea, severe pain in the eye and 
head, and difficulty with balance” 
that prompted two emergency 
room visits, the petition said. She 
“likely has optic nerve bruising and 
a concussion causing her to experi-
ence memory issues, headaches, 
and daily nausea,” a prosecutor 
wrote.

Despite the allegations, on Sept. 
12, court records show Judge Ralph 
Meczyk modified Reed’s electronic 
monitoring order to allow him out 
of his home during some daytime 
hours on Tuesdays, Saturdays, and 

era and security cameras at a nearby 
Chick-fil-A, according to court re-
cords. A CPD surveillance officer who 
reviewed multiple video feeds deter-
mined that the gunman fled onto a 
southbound Red Line CTA train at the 
State-Chicago stop, a police report 
stated.

Officers intercepted the train at 
Roosevelt shortly 
after the shoot-
ing and detained 
Butler because he 
matched the sus-
pect descriptions. 
A backpack police 
saw next to him 
contained a load-
ed 9-millimeter 

handgun, according to CPD.
On Nov. 20, Butler agreed to plead 

guilty to attempted murder in ex-
change for the 8-year sentence from 
Judge Michael Clancy, according to 
court records. He must serve 85% of 
the term before becoming eligible for 
release.

Veteran pickpocket charged  
with 3 more thefts  
on the Blue Line downtown

A 65-year-old man with a history 
of pickpocketing on Chicago’s transit 
system is once again accused of steal-

ing wallets from 
women on the 
CTA Blue Line in 
the Loop, prosecu-
tors said.

Edward Miller, 
who received a 
two-year prison 
sentence for theft 
and identity theft 

in connection with similar Blue Line in-
cidents in 2020, is charged with three 
counts of theft in the latest cases.

Prosecutors said CTA surveillance 
video shows Miller and an accomplice 
working together on multiple occa-
sions to distract and steal from riders.

In one case, on Sept. 18 at the 
Washington Blue Line station, the 
accomplice blocked the path of a 
woman visiting from California while 
Miller reached into her purse and took 
her wallet containing identification, 
credit cards, and $400 in cash, pros-
ecutors said. The victim’s cards were 
used shortly afterward to make $1,127 
in purchases.

In another case on May 13, also at 
the Washington station, prosecutors 
said Miller switched roles. He alleg-
edly blocked a 72-year-old woman’s 
path while the accomplice removed 
her clutch purse containing credit 
cards and $3 in cash. Those cards were 
used minutes later to buy $216 worth 
of merchandise at a nearby store.

The third theft occurred on Dec. 21, 
2024, at the Monroe Blue Line station. 
Prosecutors said Miller bumped into a 
23-year-old woman and removed her 
wallet while another person blocked 
her path. Surveillance footage alleg-
edly shows Miller using a red cloth to 
conceal his hand as he reached into 
the woman’s tote bag.

Miller, who has been arrested 
numerous times for similar crimes 
on CTA trains and platforms, is a fa-
miliar familiar to transit officers. His 
2020 conviction also stemmed from 
a string of thefts targeting Blue Line 
passengers in the downtown area.

Authorities believe they know who 
Miller’s accomplice was in the latest 
thefts, but we’re not naming him be-
cause he has not yet been charged.

The allegations describe a se-
quence of events that began about 20 
minutes before the attack, when Reed 
was recorded at a West Side gas station 
filling a small container with gasoline 
while wearing the same clothing later 
seen on CTA surveillance footage. The 
complaint says Reed walked from the 
Citgo station toward a nearby Blue 
Line station at Kedzie and Congress, 

where CTA records 
show a transit card 
linked to him was 
used to board a 
train at 9:04 p.m. 
Nov. 17.

At 9:24 p.m., 
cameras inside a 
Blue Line train car 
captured the vic-
tim sitting in the 
middle of the car 
while Reed sat at 

the rear. Without any apparent inter-
action, the affidavit says Reed stood 
up, approached the woman from be-
hind, removed the cap from the bottle 
he was holding, and poured the liquid 
over her head and body.

When he tried to ignite the liq-
uid, the woman fought him off and 
ran toward the front of the train, the 
complaint said. Reed then ignited the 
bottle itself, dropped it, picked it back 
up while it burned, and used it to set 
the woman on fire, according to the 
complaint. Screen captures included 
in the filing allegedly show Reed buy-
ing the gasoline and walking toward 
the cowering, soaking-wet victim 
with a flaming bottle.

The train reached the Clark and 
Lake platform moments later. Inves-
tigators wrote that the victim exited 
the train while still engulfed in flames 
and collapsed on the platform, where 
bystanders rushed to help her. Reed 
allegedly walked away from the 
scene.

A source said nobody on the train 
car with the woman and Reed made 
any effort to assist her as she burned.

Responding officers arrived around 
9:25 p.m. and found the woman lying 
on her back with severe burns to her 
face and body. Inside the train, police 
recovered a melted bottle, a lighter, 
clothing remains, and what they de-
scribed as ignitable liquid pooled 
on a passenger seat near where the 
woman had been sitting.

Reed was arrested around 11:29 
a.m. near 140 W. Washington St. af-
ter officers spotted him wearing the 
same clothing seen in both the train 
and gas station videos. Body-worn 
camera recordings captured what 
federal agents described as fire inju-
ries on Reed’s right hand.

During the ride to the detective di-
vision, Reed repeatedly yelled phras- police beat see p. 11

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE

2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC
5450 N. DAMEN  (at Rascher)

BEST KEPT SECRET

SUPER CAR WASH 

Veteran Owned & Operated for 50 Years

A Cook County Sheriff’s Office 
investigation into suspected drug 
trafficking inside a Streeterville resi-
dential high-rise led to the seizure of 
nearly 200 pounds of pot and “magic 
mushrooms” — and the arrest of the 
man who rented the luxury apart-
ment, according to sheriff’s officials 
and court records.

Sheriff’s Police Organized Crime Di-
vision investigators executed a search 
warrant at a residential building in the 
200 block of E. Illinois St. after learn-
ing that Christopher Jones, 34, was 
selling marijuana to customers inside 
the parking garage, the sheriff’s office 
said.

According to the sheriff’s office, 
investigators conducted surveillance 
before the raid and identified a Range 
Rover registered to Jones. Undercover 
officers allegedly saw him carry two 
large duffel bags into the garage, 
load them into the vehicle’s cargo 
area, and drive away. After obtaining 
a search warrant, investigators later 
approached Jones in the building’s 
underground garage as he parked the 
Range Rover and detained him. Sher-
iff’s officials said they “immediately” 

Streeterville high-rise comes with an actual high:  
Man charged after cops find 189 pounds of drugs in lux apartment building

Christopher Jones, inset, and some of the contraband allegedly seized 
during the raid.

smelled cannabis coming from inside 
the vehicle.

A sheriff’s police K-9 alerted to 
possible drugs inside the vehicle, 
and investigators recovered about 
14 pounds of cannabis, according to 
an arrest report. Investigators then 
searched Jones’ 33rd-floor apartment, 
where they recovered about 134 
pounds of cannabis and 41 pounds of 
psilocybin mushrooms, the sheriff’s 
office said.

In a report, investigators estimated 

the marijuana’s value at approxi-
mately $658,300, while the mush-
rooms were valued at $186,140.

The Cook County State’s Attor-
ney’s Office charged Jones with 
multiple felony drug possession 
counts, including manufacture and 
delivery of more than 5,000 grams 
of cannabis, a Class X felony. Judge 
Shauna Boliker released Jones from 
custody to await trial.

Jasean Butler

Edward Miller

Lawrence Reed 
in a Jan. 2024 
CPD mugshot
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we handle them all.” Affordable rates.

Pilsen Express  
Junk Removal

Junk we remove:
• Furniture/appliance pickup 
• Residential cleanouts  

(homes, garages, attics, basements) 
• Commercial cleanouts (offices, retail stores) 
• Construction debris removal 
• Eco-friendly recycling and donations  

(TVs, any type of electronics)

We feature Miele and ORECK  
and service all makes & models
2 Locations!

2646 N. Lincoln Ave., Chicago
773-348-4500

148 N. Oak Park Ave., Oak Park
708-660-9800
Open 7 Days   All Major Credit Cards Accepted

CityHome
Vacuums & More

MENTION THIS AD  
to receive 10% OFF on your order

www.cityhomevacuum.com

Try our  
Thin, Deep, Butter or 
Whole Wheat Crust

Se Habla Español

Pizzeria
7109 N. Clark St.
773-681-0689
Pick-Up and Delivery

Pastas • Salads • Burgers • Sandwiches • Desserts

Monday-Thursday
Large Thin Crust

1 Topping

$14.99 each

OPEN 7 DAYS

My hope is that the newspaper 
stays strong and true to its prin-
ciples to fend off the vindictive 
lawsuit against valid journal-
ism and free speech by a corpo-
rate thug. A free press at all levels 
- school, local, city, state, national, 
global - is essential to protecting 
the less powerful from the pow-
erful. How is it that the lawsuit’s 
initiator considers it acceptable to 
simply deny and threaten severe 
consequences absent a blind re-
traction, and then remain silent in 
response to a reasonable request 
from the newspaper to discuss 
the merits in a civilized manner?

It’s a sad state of affairs that the 
newspaper needs a GoFundMe 
drive to defend the act of journal-
ism. Would it be that the news-
paper had the power of the cur-
rent wretched Administration in 
Washington, D.C., to extort pro 
bono legal services from white-
shoe law firms to do its bidding.

James Kirby
Lincoln Square

Stay strong
Chicago’s downtown office 

towers are losing value at a his-
toric pace, and the consequences 
are landing squarely on home-
owners—across all surrounding 
parts of the city. As Loop build-
ings empty out and assessments 
collapse, the property tax burden 
doesn’t vanish. It simply shifts to 
residences, where more and more 
people are forced to say: “I don’t 
have it.”

We keep dodging the central 
question: Where did the tenants 
go?

Companies able to sign 5- to 
10-year leases increasingly don’t 
want to be downtown. They don’t 
want employees navigating what 
they see as an unsafe, poorly 
maintained, or inconvenient en-
vironment—and they won’t pay a 
premium for offices their workers 
refuse to return to.

Downtown towers losing value

Families across Cook County 
are being hit with the largest 
property tax increases in decades 
at a time when daily life has al-
ready become unaffordable for 
many people.

Everyone knows prices are 
up — health insurance, grocer-
ies, rent, childcare, utilities. Now, 
thousands of Cook County hom-
eowners [have opened] their tax 
bills and see increases they simply 
can’t absorb. These are not minor 
adjustments. These are potentially 
life-changing, catastrophic hits.

Chicago’s median homeowner 
bill rose 16.7%, the largest in-
crease in 30 years. In several 
South and West Side neighbor-
hoods, property tax bills jumped 
80% to 133%. Homeowners 
across suburban Cook County are 
feeling the pain as well.

North and Northwest subur-
ban homeowners saw their bills 
rise again this year, with a 3.4% 
median increase. Families in the 
Southland — still trying to re-

Huge property tax bills crush Cook County families

cover from last year’s 19.9% spike 
— saw new increases again this 
year.

These increases didn’t happen 
in a vacuum. Downtown commer-
cial properties lost nearly $400 
million in assessed value. Thanks 
to Cook County’s broken proper-
ty tax system, that dramatic drop 
in commercial property value 
shifted the tax burden directly on 
to homeowners – many who can 
least afford it.

[This is] the second consecu-
tive year of late tax bills – this 
time 4 months late – a disastrous 
failure with real financial conse-
quences for ordinary people. Be-
cause Cook County mailed the 
tax bills four months late, banks 
and escrow companies used out-
dated, inaccurate estimates, leav-
ing homeowners suddenly owing 
thousands of dollars more than 
they budgeted.

People are now receiving letters 
telling them their escrow is short 
by $2,300 or $4,000, with just a 

Before raising property taxes 
again, [we] should ask these com-
panies directly: Why won’t you 
come back downtown? Their 
answers would reveal more than 
City Hall has admitted.

If Chicago wants to stabilize 
its property tax base, we need a 
downtown that attracts employ-
ers: safer streets, a reliable CTA, 
surface transportation upgrades 
completed on time, cleaner pub-
lic spaces, and a commitment to 
bringing companies back. With-
out tenants, homeowners will con-
tinue carrying the burden alone.

It’s time to dig in, dig out of 
this mess, and save the Loop and 
Michigan Ave. and the City.

 
Tim Carew
Old Town

month to pay. Cook County really 
blew it this time.

Countywide taxes rose 4.8%, 
outpacing inflation. Local 
schools, municipalities, and other 
local governments added more 
than $500 million in additional 
levies. People are paying more 
— a lot more — and they’re not 
seeing any added value in their 
daily lives that could justify these 
increases. This is not how respon-
sible government operates.

Cook County needs leadership 
that can manage the basics: con-
trol escalating costs; identify op-
erational efficiencies; and protect 
local homeowners from wildly 
unpredictable property tax bills. 
Families deserve better: many are 
stretched to the limit. And they 
can’t keep being used as the back-
stop for a Cook County property 
tax system that continues to fail 
to get its own house in order. It’s 
shameful.

Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd]

7054 N. CLARK ST.
773-274-9281   

www.robertscycle.com

ROBERTS 
CYCLE

FREE ESTIMATES  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

CHRISTMAS 
CLEARANCE

E-BIKES & SCOOTERS
ALL INTERNET BIKES  

ASSEMBLED

STARTING TODAY
PRICE REDUCTION  

ON BICYCLES

ON MANY ACCESSORIES

15% 
OFF

BY CWBCHICAGO

Chicago police officers will 
now be allowed to file certain 
felony gun possession charges  
directly without waiting for a 
prosecutor to approve the case, 
the Cook County State’s Attor-
ney’s Office announced Friday. 
The move marks the citywide  
expansion of a program that be-
gan in CPD’s Englewood (7th) 
District, an initiative CWB 
Chicago first reported on earlier 
this year.

Under the new Expedited Felo-
ny Review standard, officers who 
complete specialized training can 
directly charge select nonviolent 
felony gun offenses that do not 
involve a shooting or a victim. 
Those charges include unlawful 
possession of a weapon, unlawful 
possession of a weapon by a felon, 
and aggravated unlawful posses-
sion of a weapon, according to 
an announcement by the state’s  

attorney’s office.
Cook County State’s Attor-

ney Eileen O’Neill Burke said 
the change is designed to elimi-
nate one of the big-
gest bottlenecks in 
the county’s felony  
review system, where 
lower-level, “victim-
less” gun cases often 
sit behind violent-
crime investigations 
that require immedi-
ate attention. Burke 
said the streamlined 
system will return  
officers to patrol fast-
er and allow prosecu-
tors to devote more 
time to cases involving victims 
and complex evidence.

“This initiative gets police offi-
cers back on their beats and frees 
prosecutors to focus on the most 
serious crimes,” Burke said in the 
announcement.

Chicago Police Supt. Larry 

Snelling said the new process 
“strengthens safety by getting our 
officers back on the street faster.”

The system was piloted first 
in the Englewood 
District and then  
expanded to the  
Calumet (5th) 
District in April.  
During the pilot, 
99% of the directly 
filed cases survived a 
preliminary hearing 
or resulted in a grand 
jury indictment,  
according to O’Neill 
Burke’s office.

Officials said safe-
guards are built into 

the new process. For example,  
eligible cases must be supported 
by body-worn camera footage and 
a district watch commander must 
approve each filing. Prosecutors 
still review the cases before they 
go before a judge or grand jury, 
and officers can still seek legal 

guidance from prosecutors in the 
felony review unit before filing.

Burke said early feedback from 
police and prosecutors showed the 
program eased delays that previ-
ously kept officers off the street 
for hours and sometimes caused 
witnesses to abandon cooperation 
in more serious matters. She said 
expanding the process citywide is 
part of a broader effort to stream-
line felony review while main-
taining constitutional standards.

More in-person and online 
trainings for CPD personnel will 
continue through early 2026, with 
full integration expected by late 
January.

Chicago cops will soon file many gun charges  
without having to wait for a prosecutor’s approval

Cook County State’s 
Attorney Eileen O’Neill 
Burke
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The Quality Cleaners

773-348-5510 • 3000 N. Broadway

We clean boots
We can clean and sanitize UGG® boots  
and other brandname  
sheepskin fashion footwear

6239 N. Clark St., Chicago
heirloomchicago.com
239-595-7426

HEIRLOOM BOOKS

TWO FLOORS OF CATEGORIZED USED BOOKS
OPEN NOON TO SEVEN • CLOSED MONDAYS

Heirloom Books

en, as well as a soulful bridge 
between the present and the late 
generation of her parents, Joseph 
and Therese Tufano DiBuono, 
founders of Tufano’s, on Vernon 
Park Place and Racine, the iconic 
Chicago restaurant bearing their 
spirit and name. 

A devout parishioner of the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Pompeii 
Church where DiBuonos have 
worshipped for generations. To 
nieces Teresa Hall and Jo Ann 
DiBuono, and nephew Joey 
DiBuono our hearts and prayers 
join you in grief and gratitude for 
your care of Anna Marie’s living.

TRUE BLUE: Jolanta Ruege 
at the Four Seasons at The True 
Blue Gala, sponsored by the 
Chicago Police Foundation and 
chaired by Pamella Capitanini. 
A beautiful event applauding our 
police officers and honoring Ella 
French.

CHICAGO ARCHITEC-
TURE: Todd S. Davis’ grandfa-
ther, Zachary Taylor Davis, was 
a draftsman and an architectural 
tenant back in the early 1900s at 
the Fine Arts Building. Recently 
Todd, with Linn Hauguestad 
Edvardsen, attended the “Next 
Door Neighbor Open House” at 
the Fine Arts Building, which in-
cluded a tour of The Auditorium 
~ quite special because they got 
to explore each building top to 
bottom.

WHO’S WHERE: David 
Heiner, Whitney Reynold’s hus-
band of 14 years, a swell guy and 
dad, emceed the March of Dimes 
at the Radisson Aqua Blue… 
George Limperis with Toni 
Di Meola, Elani Bousis  and  
Mariela Navaez Soto at the 
Hippocratic Cancer Research 
Foundation event… Janet Doliat 

tax revenues, but because the le-
galized market cannot compete 
with illicit producers, taxes have 
fallen far short of expectations – 
and in California, some legal pro-
ducers are now asking the state to 
bail them out.” Illinois is no bet-
ter, with the current glut of dope 
grown in Michigan ripping a hole 
in legal Chicago sales, meanwhile 
the Gangster Disciples sales are 
as brisk as ever. Seven years ago, 
he wrote “Tell Your Children,” a 
book about the links between can-
nabis, psychosis, and violence. 

The United States drug legaliza-
tion lobby and cannabis industry 
hated the book when it came out. 
They organized against it, trying 
to convince reviewers and major 
news outlets to ignore it, trying to 
smear Berenson as a racist alarm-
ist, and anti-scientific and a pro-
hibitionist, trying to destroy the 

Dahl and husband, famed radio 
star Steve Dahl, had a homeown-
ers’ condo meeting that took them 
to New Buffalo, kicking off the 
weekend at Stop 50, which will 
close after next weekend for the 
winter… Laurie Baker Lawlor, 
stargazing from their Wilmette 
rooftop to glimpse the Northern 
Lights… Brendan O’Connor 
exploring Egypt and the Nile Val-
ley with his sainted Irish parents, 
Jerry and Christina O’Connor, 
he’ll have them on a camel next… 
Blase Foria Christmas shopping 
with Liz Loza, with the festive 
season on full display every-
where, they’re gonna go have a 
jolly good time… Christopher 
Lynch  feels privileged after trav-
eling with his family and Jack 
Lisle and cousin Daniel Morgan 
to Greece. Cruised the Greek 
Isles, like Corfu and Santorini, 
and Bari across the Adriatic in 
Italy as well… Franco LaMa-
rco with Lucio Pavone at Edge 
Ice Arena in Bensenville, cheer-
ing on young Campbell as his 
hockey team aims for the cham-
pionships… Kim Duda in Rome 
with Father Andy from Holy 
Name Cathedral, Gladys Ten-
suan, Patty, Jacqueline enjoying 
Rome in the Holy Year, Pope Leo 
XIV and all… Karen Conti with 
her favorite Boys in Blue, Ofc.  
Danny Brown and Sgt. Jack 
Higgins at Joey Mondelli’s La 
Scarola… Steve Bertrand’s last 
shift on WGN Radio was Nov. 
13… Judicial candidate Dan  
Balanoff at the Rock of Cashel in 
Tipperary, Ireland... famed archi-
tect Lucien Lagrange had a chit-
chat with Film Festival founder 
Michael Kutza.

WAC: Bobbie Panter always 
hosts a special group at the Wom-
en’s Athletic Club to holiday shop 
their fabulous boutique - Myra 
Reilly, Sherrill Bodine, Sherry 
Holson, Sheree Schimmer, and 
Wynnis Mackie.

HERE’S JOHNNY: Attorney 
Michael A. Harring sitting at 
Johnny Carson’s desk holding 
one of his Pall Mall cigarettes. 
Apparently, wife Lois Dal Santo 
Harring thinks he’s pretty funny 
(at the Museum of Broadcast 
Communications).

KNITWITZ: Artist Rosemary 
Fanti out for the “Knitwitz Lun-
cheon Feast” with the girls at 
Gatto’s in New Lenox, including 
Susan Balducci Pawlak, Nahon 
Angio, Amy Bertoletti, Norma 
Blocker, and Ann Wator and 
Nahon Angio’s pumpkin spice 
martinis! Setting the tone for all 
the good cheer.

Thankful for all things that 
come as alms from out the open 
hand of Providence. 

— James Whitcom Riley

tog515@gmail.com

wattles from p. 2

Yes, we have a dog in this fight. Inside Publications has 
hired legal representation to defend us in Sudler Property 
Management’s defamation suit against this newspaper. 

But lawfare costs money, and we don’t have a lawfare bud-
get. So we are now appealing for your help, and donations.

Below is a link to a GoFundMe page that we established to 
help raise funds to fight this case in the Cook County Circuit 
Court. The page is titled “Your Friendly Neighborhood News-
papers.”

We would appreciate you sharing this link with anyone in 
your network who might like to help out their friendly neigh-
borhood newspapers. Visit: www.gofundme.com/manage/
your-friendly-neighborhood-newspapers.

Subscribing to this newspaper for online weekly issues for  
only $20 a year will also help.  Visit www.insideonline.com

Prefer to stay offline? Mail a check to:  
6221 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60640

We are grateful for your support.

This newspaper vs Sudler Property Mngt.

www.gofundme.com/manage/your-friendly- 
neighborhood-newspapers.f

A free press needs you

Help support  
free speech

Chicago’s neighborhood ice 
rinks will welcome patrons for 
open skating starting on Friday, 
Nov. 28.  Maggie Daley Park Ice 
Skating Ribbon in the Loop is 
now open and will be open for all 
downtown holiday festivities.

Each site will offer skating les-
sons, skating with Santa, pick-up 
hockey, stick skills hours, senior 
skate hours, skate sharpening ser-
vices, open skating sessions, com-
munity bonfire nights and even an 
Under the Sea skate party. 

Pre-registration is required to 
participate in open skate and oth-
er activities. To register, visit chi-
cagoparkdistrict.com/ice-rinks.   

On the North Side, the Warren 
Park Ice Rink, 6601 N. Western 
Ave., will open 2 p.m. Nov. 28.  

The Community Bonfire Night 
at Maggie Daley Park is Tuesday, 
Dec. 2, and in Warren Park it’s 
Thursday, Dec. 11, and will fea-
ture tutorials on building safe and 
effective campfires.

Ice skating  
now on in parks

Bobbi Panter with Myra Reilly, Sherrill  
Bodine, Sherry Holson, Sheree Schimmer, and  
Wynnis Mackie.

messenger. New research shows 
that THC has serious cardiac ef-
fects – and these effects remain 
whether THC is smoked or in-
gested in other ways, like through 
food or gummies. Just how many 
heart attacks and cardiac deaths 
cannabis causes is unclear, but it 
is causing them.

UKRAINIAN CULTURE: 
Some of our Chicago friends saw 
Yara’s “The Magic of Light” last 
week. The Magic of Light in Chi-
cago, directed by the one and only 
Virlana Tkacz and members of 
the Yara Arts Group from New 
York. The extraordinary musi-
cian, master of the Ukrainian in-
strument called ‘bandura’ Julian 
Kytasty mesmerized the audi-
ence not only with his playing but 
also as an actor and singer.

FOOTBALL: Former State 
Rep. John Fritchey at Wrigley 
Field with former Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot and partner, Amy  
Eshleman. For the game against 
Northwestern, Lightfoot has al-
ways been a diehard Wolverine, 
‘Go Blue,’ Michigan fan through 
and through, happy they endured 
on a last minute field goal 24-
22. Heather Farley also at the 
‘Michigan invades Wrigley foot-
ball game’ wearing, her maize 
and blue, a vintage sweater of 
course.

TREASURED SOUL: Anna 
Marie DiBuono (87), “Aunt Anna 
Marie” to generations of family, 
Taylor St. neighbors, immigrants, 
movie stars, Chicago columnists, 
and just plain old folks hungry for 
robust and refined Italian food, 
died earlier this month. 

The last of her generation, she 
was generous with love, prayer, 
protection and wise advice. The 
glue of family life and the kitch-

Former State Rep. John Fritchey with former Mayor 
Laurie Lightfoot and partner,  Amy Eshleman. Lucien Lagrange and Michael Kutza.

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor

Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer   10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place  
(Nursery through 5th Grade)

Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer 
7:30 pm Bible Study

Open Arms United 
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

817 Grace St.   773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org
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By Michelle DiGiacomo

Maribel Macedo had a dream. The 
American dream, she believed in it and 
worked incredibly hard to achieve it.

Macedo was born to Petra and Constan-
cia Macedo, in the city of Lazaro Cardenas 
Michoacán, Mexico, the youngest of 12 
children. All of her siblings were born in 
the countryside of Ceibas. 

They were a poor family, who learned 
how to work with their hands to support 
themselves. Petra taught her nine daughters 
to be expert seamstresses, even Isidra, who 
was born with one hand. 

Constancia taught his three sons how to 
build homes and work with their hands. 
The family was so big, that mostly, they 
had few friends, as siblings filled that role. 
They took care of each other.

After losing her father in 1995, Maribel, 
17, immigrated to the United States with 
her mother. She desired to give her mom 
a better life. She knew that there was op-
portunity here. More than anything, she 
wanted to ease her mother‘s burden, after 
working so hard raising 12 children. 

She joined five siblings already here, and 
would become the glue that held the family 
together.

Her first job was working at Cintas, clean-
ing and pressing uniforms. Six months lat-
er, she found work as a seamstress at a dry 
cleaner, where she would learn the business 
from the ground up. 

Her hands were magic, she could take a 
few scraps of random cloth, and turn it into 
a coat of many colors. 

She would eventually meet and marry 
the love of her life, Armando Gomez, who 
was an American citizen, and they would 

have a beautiful daughter, Isel. 
In 2007, they opened Isel’s cleaners in 

her name, at 1339 W. Devon in the Edge-
water neighborhood and quickly became a 
part of the community. 

If there was a need, they were there to fill 
it, and they offered dry cleaning and expert 
tailoring services, utilizing her large fam-
ily for special projects. They were a dream 
team. 

Many who lived in Edgewater knew and 
loved Maribel and Armando. They were al-
ways there to lend a helping hand or buy a 
meal for someone in need. They never said 
“no.”

The business was growing and when the 
corner store across the street at 1324 W. 
Devon became available, they expanded it 
and moved, after eight years in the original 
location. There was virtually no tailoring 
job they would not tackle, a skill difficult 
to find these days, as sewing is simply a 
lost art. 

Three years ago, they celebrated Christ-
mas with family in Texas, and then, de-

cided to continue on to Florida to ring in 
the New Year, a short honeymoon that they 
had put off for years, as they were too busy 
working.

Tragically, they lost their lives on Jan. 1, 
2023, as they were victims of a horrific 21 
car pile up on a Florida interstate. The ac-
cident was preventable. It was caused by a 
man with no drivers license, who had many 
previous violations. 

The family was successful in hiring an 
attorney and continuing litigation and this 
year, the man received 90 years in prison 
for the deaths that were a result of his neg-
ligence on that day.

Mirabel and Armando were shining ex-
amples of what immigrants mean to Amer-
ica. They are the thread that binds and 
holds us together. We need to honor our 
honest, hard-working immigrants instead 
of arresting them. We need to go after the 
real criminals at City Hall, Springfield and 
in D.C.

While Isel’s closed for a short time after 
their deaths, it was eventually reopened by 

An American Dream cut short, remembering Maribel and Armando

(L) Maribel Macedo (at right) with her father Constancia Macedo. (R) The Macedo Family.

Isel’s Cleaners conducting  
clothing drive

Mirabel’s sister, Elva, who is also an expert 
seamstress. She runs the store with the help 
of her two sons, and has gained the love 
and respect of her community. She works 
hard every single day and participates in 
a great deal of charity work that she does 
quietly, without fanfare.

Currently, she is holding a clothing drive 
for disabled high school students at South-
side Occupational Academy High School, 
as well as Vaughn Occupational High 
School. 

She is collecting adult size clothing from 
small to XXXL, that will be given directly 
to the students. 

The schools actually have laundry class-
es to teach the students how to work at a 
laundromat, as this may be the only job 
some of them might find. 

Clean clothes in good condition are re-
quested and they are, of course, accept-
ing brand new clothes as well. They are 
mostly seeking comfortable, casual cloth-

dream see p. 11

Back for its second year, Framed Views 
presents 60 curated photographs from the 
Open House Chicago [OHC] competition 
at the Chicago Architecture Center [CAC], 
111 E. Wacker Dr., revealing diverse per-
spectives on the city’s architecture, culture 
and character.

The photos will be on view from Nov. 
22, through Feb. 22, in the CAC’s Usher 
Lambe Gallery.

OHC is the CAC’s biggest event of the 
year, in which visitors gain access to places 

of architectural, historical and cultural sig-
nificance throughout the city. 

This year they received over 1,200 sub-
missions to one of five categories: Interior, 
Black & White, Exterior, People & Build-
ings, and Detail. From those they selected 
60 photographs that represent the rich tap-
estry of Chicago’s architecture and built 
environment. Also featured in the exhi-
bition will be the best in each of the four 
categories of the 2024 OHC photography 
competition.

Photo exhibit from Open House Chicago

Neighbors may join join the Chicago 
Bird Alliance and Jewish Neighborhood 
Development Council for an Owl Prowl 
starting at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 8, at 
Park 538, 6426 N. Kedzie Ave.

An “Owl Prowl” is an organized, 

Owl Prowl in West Rogers Park Dec. 8
guided nighttime walk or hike to  
observe owls in their natural habitat. 
The event is free but registration is  
required. To reserve a spot contact  
adina@jndcchicago.org.
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S K Y L I N E

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

North Township Real Estate For Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
PREMIER CAPITAL LLC 
Plaintiff,
-v.-
YASYA SHTAYNER, FIMA SHUSTERMAN, 33 
W. ONTARIO CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, 
SIGNATURE FINANCIAL LLC, 777 EQUIPMENT 
FINANCE, LLC, NOVACK & MACEY LLP, UN-
KNOWN OWNERS, UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS 
AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2024 CH 10878 
33 W. ONTARIO, UNIT 57AB 
CHICAGO, IL 60654 
NOTICE OF SALE
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on September 22, 2025, 
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 
10:30 AM on December 26, 2025, at The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, One South Wacker, 1st Floor 
Suite 35R, Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-per-
son sale to the highest bidder, as set forth below, 
the following described real estate:
      Commonly known as 33 W. ONTARIO, UNIT 
57AB, CHICAGO, IL 60654      
 Property Index No. 17-09-234-043-1645, 17-09-
234-043-1434 AND 17-09-234-043-1435
The real estate is improved with a residential con-
dominium.
The judgment amount was $846,259.16.
       Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the 
Plaintiff, 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court. 
      Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
      The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
      If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
      IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no representation as to the 
condition of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to verify all in-
formation.
If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a gov-
ernment agency (driver's license, passport, etc.) in 
order to gain entry into our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-25-00142
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2025CH01175
TJSC#: 45-2528
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2025CH01175
I3276807

262626 -----------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 30 EAST ELM 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, AN ILLINOIS 
NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
ATSUSHI HIROSE, ALL UNKNOWN OWNERS 

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
Thomas M. Olson
KOVITZ SHIFRIN NESBIT
640 N. LASALLE DR., SUITE 495
CHICAGO IL, 60654
312-880-1224
E-Mail: tolson@ksnlaw.com
Attorney Code. 38862
Case Number: 25 CH 03471
TJSC#: 45-2812
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 25 CH 03471
I3276553

191919 ---------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
CITIBANK, N.A., NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPAC-
ITY BUT SOLELY AS DELAWARE TRUSTEE 
FOR J.P. MORGAN MORTGAGE TRUST JPMMT 
2023-9
Plaintiff,
-v.-
FATIH ISTANBULLU
Defendants
2024 CH 07390
849 N DEARBORN ST
CHICAGO, IL 60610
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on April 17, 2025, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on De-
cember 15, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 849 N DEARBORN ST, CHI-
CAGO, IL 60610
Property Index No. 17-04-442-053-0000
The real estate is improved with a single family 
residence.
The judgment amount was $1,355,583.80.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 

 You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
      For information, contact Vincent Tessitore, 
LINDELL & TESSITORE P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 
1730 PARK STREET, SUITE 117, NAPERVILLE, 
IL, 60563 (630) 225-8255.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
Vincent Tessitore
LINDELL & TESSITORE P.C.
1730 PARK STREET, SUITE 117
NAPERVILLE IL, 60563
630-225-8255
E-Mail: vince@ltlawoffice.com
Attorney Code. 49408
Case Number: 2024 CH 10878
TJSC#: 45-2481
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 10878
8232-959915

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR RCF2 ACQUISITION 
TRUST
Plaintiff,
-v.-
WILLIAM B. STEVENSON, STATE TOWER CON-
DOMINIUM ASSOCIATION
Defendants
2025CH01175
1230 NORTH STATE PARKWAY, #10D
CHICAGO, IL 60610
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on September 18, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on December 22, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 1230 NORTH STATE PARK-
WAY, #10D, CHICAGO, IL 60610
Property Index No. 17-04-224-049-1022
The real estate is improved with a residence.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-

AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
25 CH 03471
30 EAST ELM STREET, UNIT 7D & PARKING 18
CHICAGO, IL 60611
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on September 10, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on December 16, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 30 EAST ELM STREET, UNIT 
7D & PARKING 18, CHICAGO, IL 60611
Property Index No. 17-03-200-066-1032
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $114,418.48.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact Thomas M. Olson, KOVITZ 
SHIFRIN NESBIT Plaintiff's Attorneys, 640 N. LA-
SALLE DR., SUITE 495, CHICAGO, IL, 60654 (312) 
880-1224.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact CHAD LEWIS, ROBERT-
SON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 6400 SHAFER 
CT, STE 325, ROSEMONT, IL, 60018 (561) 241-
6901. Please refer to file number 24-227940.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CHAD LEWIS
ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & 
PARTNERS, PLLC
6400 SHAFER CT, STE 325
ROSEMONT IL, 60018
561-241-6901
E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM
Attorney File No. 24-227940
Attorney ARDC No. 6306439
Attorney Code. 65582
Case Number: 2024 CH 07390
TJSC#: 45-2799
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 07390
I3276273

121212 ----------------------------------------------------
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WELLS FARGO BANK N.A., AS TRUSTEE FOR 
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 
SERIES 2006-NC4 ASSET-BACKED PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES
Plaintiff,
-v.-
GERALD NORDGREN AS SPECIAL REPRE-
SENTATIVE FOR MARINELLA CARLOS, PARK 
TOWER CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, UN-
KNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF MARINELLA 
CARLOS, CONNIE HEINE AS INDEPENDENT 
ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE ESTATE OF TONY 
LEE LONG, CONNIE HEINE, UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2024 CH 07159
5415 N SHERIDAN, UNIT 710
CHICAGO, IL 60640
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on September 18, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on December 19, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 5415 N SHERIDAN, UNIT 
710, CHICAGO, IL 60640
Property Index No. 14-08-203-017-1066
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $179,695.51.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
100% of the bid amount shall be paid in certified 
funds immediately by the highest and best bidder 
at the conclusion of the sale. The certified check 
must be made payable to The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration. The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments, or special 
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered 
for sale without any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in ''AS IS'' condition. The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 

ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
TOWD POINT MORTGAGE TRUST 2017-4, U.S. 
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS INDEN-
TURE TRUSTEE
Plaintiff,
-v.-
ERMINA FORIC, 6118 SHERIDAN ROAD CON-
DOMINIUM HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2025 CH 02503
6118 N SHERIDAN RD APT 904
CHICAGO, IL 60660
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on September 9, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on December 11, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 6118 N SHERIDAN RD APT 
904, CHICAGO, IL 60660
Property Index No. 14-05-210-023-1078
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $72,412.83.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 

J DELLIN, DECEASED, UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS 
AND LIENHOLDERS AGAINST THE ESTATE OF 
EDWARD J DELLIN, DECEASED, UNKNOWN 
CLAIMANTS AND LIENHOLDERS AGAINST THE 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF EDWARD 
J DELLIN, DECEASED, DAVID C. PRANGE, 
KATHRYN K. PRANGE, JOHN LYDON, AS SPE-
CIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF EDWARD J DELLIN, 
DECEASED
Defendants
24 CH 07256
4234 N HAZEL ST
CHICAGO, IL 60613
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on September 9, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on December 10, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 4234 N HAZEL ST, CHI-
CAGO, IL 60613
Property Index No. 14-17-409-040-0000
The real estate is improved with a single family 
residence.
The judgment amount was $1,458,258.01.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 

of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact Johnny Dale Frevert, Jr., 
KELLEY, KRONENBERG, P.A. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 
20 N CLARK STREET SUITE 1150, CHICAGO, IL, 
60602 (312) 216-8828.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
Johnny Dale Frevert, Jr.
KELLEY, KRONENBERG, P.A.
20 N CLARK STREET SUITE 1150
CHICAGO IL, 60602
312-216-8828
E-Mail: jfrevert@kelleykronenberg.com
Attorney ARDC No. 6305960
Attorney Code. 49848
Case Number: 2024 CH 07159
TJSC#: 45-2696
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 07159
I3276710

191919 -----------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 

interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact CHAD LEWIS, ROBERT-
SON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 6400 SHAFER 
CT, STE 325, ROSEMONT, IL, 60018 (561) 241-
6901. Please refer to file number 25-276724.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CHAD LEWIS
ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & 
PARTNERS, PLLC
6400 SHAFER CT, STE 325
ROSEMONT IL, 60018
561-241-6901
E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM
Attorney File No. 25-276724
Attorney ARDC No. 6306439
Attorney Code. 65582
Case Number: 2025 CH 02503
TJSC#: 45-2429
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2025 CH 02503
I3276270

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF EDWARD 

foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact HEAVNER, BEYERS & 
MIHLAR, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 601 E. William 
St., DECATUR, IL, 62523 (217) 422-1719. Please 
refer to file number 2021495.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
HEAVNER, BEYERS & MIHLAR, LLC
601 E. William St.
DECATUR IL, 62523
217-422-1719
Fax #: 217-422-1754
E-Mail: CookPleadings@hsbattys.com
Attorney File No. 2021495
Attorney Code. 40387
Case Number: 24 CH 07256
TJSC#: 45-2335
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 24 CH 07256
I3276293
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION 
Plaintiff,
-v.-
UNKNOWN SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE OF THE 
RICHARD J. O'CONNOR DECLARATION OF 
TRUST DATED OCTOBER 12, 2001, MORTGAGE 
ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., 
AS NOMINEE FOR UNITED PACIFIC FUNDING 
CORP., ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS
Defendants

cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court. 
      Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
      The property will NOT be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no representation as to the 
condition of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to verify all in-
formation.
      If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 

WACKER, SUITE 1250, Chicago, IL, 60601 (312) 
651-6700. Please refer to file number 23-012010.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
ONE EAST WACKER, SUITE 1250
Chicago IL, 60601
312-651-6700
E-Mail: AMPS@manleydeas.com
Attorney File No. 23-012010
Attorney Code. 48928
Case Number: 2023 CH 06772
TJSC#: 45-2783
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.

2023 CH 06772 
1791 WEST ESTES AVENUE, UNIT D 
CHICAGO, IL 60626 
NOTICE OF SALE
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above cause on January 11, 2024, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on December 19, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
     Commonly known as 1791 WEST ESTES AV-
ENUE, UNIT D, CHICAGO, IL 60626      
 Property Index No. 11-31-205-041-0000
The real estate is improved with a single family 
residence.
The judgment amount was $141,217.29.
       Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the 
Plaintiff, 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-

legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
      IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
 You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, etc.) 
in order to gain entry into our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
      For information, contact MANLEY DEAS 
KOCHALSKI LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, ONE EAST 

Case # 2023 CH 06772
8231-959538

121212 ----------------------------------------------------

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700
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Autos Wanted
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 800-245-0398

Car For Sale
2003 HONDA ODYSSEY $800; New Brakes, Fresh 
Synthetic OIL, Heavy Tires, WORK VAN. (NO Rear 
Seats), high miles, but RUNS n RUNS n RUNS. Call 
John at 773-818-0808.

Commercial Space for Rent
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to 
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year 
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven 
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Coins

Pilsen Express Junk Removal
Serving the greater  
Chicagoland Area

Junk removal we cover
• Furniture/appliance pickup 

• Residential cleanouts (homes, garages, 
attics, basements) 

• Commercial cleanouts  
(offices, retail stores) 

• Construction debris removal 
• Eco-friendly recycling  

and donations  
(TVs, any type of electronics)

“No job is too big or too small—we 
handle them all.” Affordable rates. 

Call or send a photo to  
(312) 961-0498  

for a fast & free quote!

 Service Directory/Classifieds

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items  

from Basements, Garages, Attics,  
Businesses, Estate Clearance

Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Furniture Removal/ 
Junk Removal

Heating & Cooling

ALL HOME  
PROJECTS

Heating & Cooling
Any Repairs

New Installations
Electrical

Senior Discounts
Licensed and Insured
708-680-6161

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rat-
ing COMMON AREAS CLEANING•  
OFFICE CLEANING - CARPET 
CLEANING • POWER WASHING - 
SNOW REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous
Become a published author. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. 
Consultation, production, promotion & distribution. 
Free author`s guide 877-729-4998 or dorranceinfo.
com/ads

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as large carriers. No long-term contract or 
hidden fees, free activation. All plans unlimited talk 
& text starting at just $20/mo. 877-751-0866

No more cleaning gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter 
backed by no-clog guarantee & lifetime warranty. 
Call 1-833-610-1936 to schedule FREE inspection/
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Military & 
Seniors get additional 10% off. Limited time. Re-
strictions apply, see rep for details.

Old guitars wanted! Gibson, Fender, Martin, Etc. 
1930’s to 1980’s. Top dollar paid. Call 866-433-
8277

Portable oxygen concentrator may be covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence & mobility w/the 
compact design & long-lasting battery. Inogen One 
free info kit! 877-305-1535
 
Reach millions of homes nationwide with one easy, 
affordable buy in the ADS Network! For more infor-
mation www.communitypublishers.com/category/
all-products
  
Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles/
multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited time offer up to 50% off install + 
additional 10% off install military, health & 1st re-
sponders. 833-370-1234

SunSetter. America’s #1 awning! Instant shade at 
the touch of a button. Transform your deck or patio 
into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year limited war-
ranty. Call now and save $350! 855-914-1148

• Welder Generator
• Drain Rodder
• Ridgid Threading Machine
• Tank Torch Set    
• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

773-818-0808
RECYCLED • CHEAP

TOOL LIQUIDATION

To Advertise 
Call  

773-465-9700 

TUCKPOINTING

ACCURATE  
EXTERIOR

& MASONRY
Specializing in Tuckpointing  

Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel, 
Parapet Walls, Parging,  

City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List

Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535
(10S14A)

• TUCKPOINTING • BRICKWORK
• MASONRY • CHIMNEY

• MASONRY VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
• LINTEL REPLACEMENT

• ROOFING • PARAPET WALLS
• GUTTERS • SOFFIT/FASCIA

10% DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

(773) 774-0444
www.MarksTuckpointing.com

Sleeping Rooms

Nice room w/ stove, fridge 
& bath. Near ALDI,  

Walgreens, beach, Red 
Line & buses. Elevator & 
Laundry. $149/wk and up. 

773-275-4442

Cook County - Chicago

BIG ROOM with stove, 
fridge, bath & nice wood 
floors. Near Red Line & 

Buses. Elevator & Laundry, 
Shopping. $139/wk.  

773-561-4970
Clean room, refrigerator, 

microwave, near Oak Park, 
Food-For-Less, Walmart, 

Walgreens, Laundry,  
Buses and Metra.

$140.00 a week and up.
$595.00 a month and up.

773-637-5957

WINDOWS

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500   www.advancedwindow.com

Advanced Window Corp.

American and European Windows & Doors
Manufacturing & Sales

VIST OUR SHOWROOM TODAY

GLASS & SCREEN REPAIRS DONE FAST!

EYE CARE

To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:  
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com   

Deadline: 5pm Mondays

TAVERN
Business, 3-buildings, 11-units, 13,000 sq. ft.,  

driveway and 3-car garage.  
Email: John1770@att.net

FOR SALE

4307 N. Western Ave. in North Center / Lincoln Square. Near Queen of Angels, Waters School and Wells Park  
both one block away, 9-rooms, 2-floors, 3,100-square-foot apartment over storefront and a 1,300 square foot garage. 
No grass to cut, building takes up whole lot. email: john1770@att.net or call 773-728-8888

CONDO OWNERS ATTENTION! BUILDING FOR SALE

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous cont.
We buy houses for cash as is! No repairs or fuss. 
Any condition. Easy 3-step process: Call, get cash 
offer, get paid. Get your fair cash offer today. Liz 
Buys Houses: 844-877-5833

Making Eyeglasses in 1 Hour
Free Eye Exam with Purchase 
of a Complete Pair of Glasses

SUPERIOR EYECARE
SINCE 1987

773-525-1601
1152 W. Diversey Parkway

Affordable Prices
Prescription Remake

Guarantee

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/28/25.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Stop cleaning-out 
your gutters 
this season

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter* Discount For 

Seniors + Military

EXPIRES: 11/30/2025 AN ADDITIONAL

Promo: 285

Get a FREE full gutter inspection and 
estimate: 1-855-595-2102

ing. Many of the students are in 
wheelchairs and have autism and 
various other conditions, so they 
have great sensitivities. Comfort-
able lounge-type and soft athletic 
wear is always very much appre-
ciated. 

Isel’s is also collecting warm 
winter coats and gear, as well as 
boots for the students. Those who 
may be cleaning out closets to 
make room for new holiday gifts, 
might consider making a dona-
tion to this clothing drive. All of 
the donations will go directly on 
the students backs, based on their 
needs, and will be available free 
to them in their school’s store. 

Accessories for the teenage 

girls, like purses and jewelry, 
rings and/or bracelets are also be-
ing accepted. These will also go 
into the store at their schools. 

Clothing should be delivered in 
a sealed bag to Isel’s at 1324 W. 
Devon. For each large bag, you 
will receive 20% off dry cleaning 
for heavy winter coats and blan-
kets. It’s a good deal, and now is 
the perfect time to give back. The 
clothing will be delivered directly 
to the high schools and the col-
lection will run through Jan. 31, 
2026. Call 312-296-5311 with any 
questions. For those who have a 
large donation but cannot deliver 
it, they can arrange a messenger 
for a fee, depending on your loca-
tion.

dream from p. 9

Sundays, and ruled that he should be 
on electronic monitoring instead of in 
jail. While the court clerk’s notes de-
scribe the monitoring as “24/7,” a doc-
ument signed by the judge shows she 
authorized him to leave home from 6 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on weekdays. The order 
also barred him from the psychiatric 
hospital “unless it is a medical emer-
gency.”

Regardless, the suspect would not 
have been permitted to be riding the 
CTA at 9:35 p.m. on a Monday under 
either judge’s order. But electronic 
monitoring only tracks location. It 
does not restrain people, and authori-
ties do not deploy arrest teams when 
someone on monitoring fails to return 
home. The program he was assigned 

police beat from p. 6

Birders can join a group of na-
ture enthusiasts 7 a.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 17 for a morning walk 
around North Pond led by vet-
eran birder Geoff Williamson of 
Third Coast Birding.  

Guests will look for birds (and 
other creatures) on a circle around 
the North Pond in Lincoln Park, 
and afterwards there will be a 
review of what has been seen at 
the Peggy Notebaert Nature Mu-
seum. 

Meet up is at the North Pond 
casting pier at the south end of the 
pond and the hike will be coun-

North Pond bird walk Dec. 17
terclockwise around it. The walks 
last about two hours. Bring a pair 
of binoculars and dress appropri-
ately for the weather. All ages and 
experience levels welcome. No 
RSVP is required.

Free street parking is available 
along both Cannon and Stockton 
drives.

to is run by the office of Chief Judge 
Timothy Evans.

As Evans’ office assumed respon-
sibility for the electronic monitoring 
program in April, Cook County State’s 
Attorney Eileen O’Neill Burke sound-
ed the alarm, saying Evans’ office was 
not prepared for the job, making the 
program “a serious threat to public 
safety.”

Reed is the 19th person accused of 
killing or trying to kill someone in Chi-
cago this year while on felony pretrial 
release.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com
Support real crime reporting  

by subscribing to this newspaper  
for only $20 per year.  

Visit www.insideonline.com

hold a virtual public hearing on 
the budget from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 4. The RTA Board 
of Directors will vote on the bud-
get at its meeting Thursday, Dec. 
18.

Illinois Senate Bill 2111 marks 
a historic taxpayer bailout. The 
region will not begin to see new 
funding streams materialize un-
til late in calendar year 2026, 
but 2026 will be a year of plan-
ning for what is ahead. When full 
funding from SB2111 arrives, the 
RTA region can expect an addi-
tional $1.2 billion in annual new 
operating funding from a combi-
nation of sales taxes on motor fuel 
and an increase in the regionwide 
RTA Sales Tax. 

The current RTA board must 
vote to approve the 0.25% in-
crease to the RTA sales tax with-
in 60 days of June 1, 2026. That 
change is expected to generate 
an estimated $478 million annu-
ally for the system. Additionally, 
a significant portion of the exist-
ing state sales tax on motor fuel 
will be dedicated to transit opera-
tions throughout the state with an 
85% to 15% split for the Chicago 
region and downstate, generating 
an estimated $731 million annu-
ally starting on July 1, 2026. Less 
than half of the new revenue will 
be available in 2026, requiring 
status quo spending for the first 
half of the year to manage cash 
flow.

comment from p. 3

support your 
neighborhoodnewspaper

subscribe at  
www.insideonline.com

The thankful receiver bears a plentiful harvest. 
— William Blake

If a fellow  
isn’t thankful  

for what he’s got,  
he isn’t likely to be 

thankful for  
what he’s going to get. 

— Frank A. Clark
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City to the left.  
Lake to the right.

Imagine a visit with Jane Austen, 
one of the most beloved and intriguing 
novelists of the 19th century. Meet the 
author during 
a historical 
performance 
by actress 
Debra Ann 
Miller, 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 
30, at the 
E d g e w a t e r 
Branch Li-
brary, 6000 N. 
Broadway.

Jane’s visit 
will be from 
the autumn of 
1815 -- during 
the most vibrant and hopeful time of 
her life. Her first three novels, Sense 
and Sensibility, Pride and Prejudice 
and Mansfield Park are published, and 
Emma is complete.

Miller will draw from letters and 
novels to delve into Jane’s writing,  
personal life, and the loves and losses 
that shaped and informed her percep-
tion of the world. 

A Q&A will follow the free pre-
sentation, which is suitable for those 
who are unfamiliar with her novels, 
casual readers of them, and the most  
devoted “Janeites.” This free event, 
which marks the 250th anniversary of 
Jane Austen’s birth, is sponsored by 
Friends of the Edgewater Library.

Funeral Home & Cremation Options
A Home to Mourn, Gather and Remember

3918 W. Irving Park Road 
Chicago, IL 60618

MIDTOWN

773-654-3744

WWW.MIDTOWNFUNERALS.COM

greg@midtownfunerals.com
Gregory J. Lindeman

Founder/Director

not to be identified over fears of retribu-
tion. “There was general disappointment 
by the task force members who wondered 
why (the alderwoman) did this at this point 
in time.”

There was speculation that the alder-
woman’s move was retribution as some 
members of the task force were among the 
more than 100 community members who 
attended an Oct. 16 City Council Zoning 

sacks from p. 1

spaces.
The proposal does not trigger a zoning 

change, meaning 5T Management can de-
velop the site by-right without community 
approval. It will have to go through a Lake-
front Protection review due to its proximity 
to Lake Michigan. The developers antici-
pate submitting their Lakefront Protection 
Review in Jan. 2026..

The project was gifted with Low Income 
Housing Tax Credits [LIHTC] issued by 
the Dept. of Housing [DOH] to help fi-
nance the building.

Through the LIHTC program, the fed-
eral government allots billions of dollars 
each year in tax credits to housing agencies 

building from p. 1 such as DOH, who then distribute credits 
to selected housing developers based on a 
complex and bureaucratic process. 

Developers who are gifted with tax cred-
its sell them to wealthy investors, hedge 
funds and large banks, often using syndi-
cation firms as intermediaries. It is a very 
lucrative trade for the syndicates. These 
sales provide cash to developers for con-
struction and give investors equity in the 
projects, as well as credits to use on their 
tax returns over a 10-year period.

The 49th Ward is hosting a community 
survey on the project through Dec. 7. For 
more information contact Zach Joseph, 
at  zach@49thward.org,  or call 773-338-
5796.

A Nov. 30 visit  
with Jane Austen  

at Edgewater Library

Debra Ann Miller will 
portray Jane Austen at 
the Edgewater Library 
at 3 p.m. on Nov. 30. 

upzoning is the fate of three parcels of land 
that were taken by the Chicago Transit Au-
thority for use in the Red Purple Line Mod-
ernization [RPM] construction project.

Some in the community are concerned 
about what the CTA may do with those 
parcels if they are put up for sale under in-
dividual Requests For Proposals [RFP] for 
each site.

According to emails copied to this news-
paper, some area neighbors are appealing 
to the Alderwoman to create a community-
led 48th Ward plan for the redevelopment 
of this community center, and not leave it 
up to the CTA to decide. The area in ques-
tion would roughly be bounded by Bryn 
Mawr, Broadway, Hollywood, and the ‘El’ 
tracks.

The Oct. 16 zoning change reclassified 
most of Broadway to allow buildings up 
to about 80 feet tall and a variety of uses 
including bars, liquor retailers, dispen-
saries, tattoo parlors and salons. A new 
pedestrian-oriented street overlay will 
prohibit vehicle-related businesses,  curb 
cuts and surface parking and require drive-
thru businesses to maintain a walkable 
streetscape.

The plan to limit vehicles stands in clear 
conflict as the area functions as both an 
important business district that will re-
quire access by vendor trucks and custom-
ers cars, but also because it is the primary 

gateway to and from Lake Shore Dr. for 
Edgewater and other communities to the 
south west and north. As such, the commu-
nity sees this as more than just a 48th Ward 
plan.

A blind spot for city planners has been 
an odd inability to recognize that as long 
as the northern terminus of Lake Shore Dr. 
exists at Hollywood, it will draw and pour 
tens of thousands of vehicles daily into and 
through the Edgewater community.

“[This plan] should include the three 
CTA owned parcels and also the CTA land 
that has been revealed with the demolition 
of the old embankment,” says Pat Sharkey, 
a local resident who has been at the fore-
front of thoughtful debate over the fate of 
her community. 

“It also should include consideration of 
all of the other privately owned property in 
this area. Conceptually, it should be devel-
oped pursuant to the powers and goals of 
the [Red Line] TIF district that preceded 
and underlies the CTA construction. It 
should recognize the unique opportunity 
of this site and its potential to achieve a va-
riety of multifaceted goals,” such as tran-
sit-oriented design, dense mixed-use de-
velopment, affordable accessible housing, 
commercial development, enhancement of 
the Bryn Mawr Historic District, and con-
nection to the El. 

“All of this should be considered in the 
context of traffic management, the sur-
rounding Broadway business and residen-
tial neighborhood,” said Sharkey, “and the 
fact that this location serves as an entry 
and exit route to Lake Shore Dr.” 

A main concern heard from several 
sources is that a plan should be devel-

plan from p. 1

Committee meeting to protest the City’s 
radical upzoning of Broadway which was 
approved by the city despite strong com-
munity pushback.

Among the issues the task force was 
looking at was the future of CTA-owned 
parcels near the intersection of Bryn Mawr 
and Broadway which task force members 
believed could play an instrumental role 
in Bryn Mawr revitalization if they were 
turned into an attractive affordable hous-
ing development that could be linked di-

rectly to the Bryn Mawr district.
The task force also helped host two pub-

lic meetings along with Ald. Manaa-Hop-
penworth and the city’s Dept. of Planning 
and Development to promote the concept 
of a City landmark district, though both 
meetings were poorly attended by actual 
property owners on the street, and the fate 
of the landmark district remains uncer-
tain.

oped by the City and  the community, not 
the CTA. Indeed, this newspaper has done 
multiple stories on the long-standing ex-
pectation by the community for a  master 
planning process for these parcels, and this 
area, since last Spring.

The Alderwoman may or may not ful-
fill those wishes, and suggests that it’s still 
early. “The CTA is still working on [the 
RPM], still staging in the area through 
next year.” Yet other neighbors who have 
spoken to this newspaper feel that the com-
munity should already be at work creating 
a comprehensive Master Plan within the 
community.

According to an email Sharkey sent to 
the 48th Ward, this plan cannot be the CTA 
simply issuing RFPs for the CTA owned 
parcels. “In fact, CTA selling off the large 
vacant CTA parcels on a piecemeal basis 
-- as seems imminent --  will imperil our 
ability to achieve cohesive community-en-
hancing development for this vital central 
Edgewater location.” She hopes to convene 
a Town Hall on this issue “as soon as pos-
sible.” Her concern is that  the CTA could 
release an RFP for the vacant CTA parcels 
without a prior community planning pro-
cess having taken place.

Two known unknowns hanging over 
the final phase of RPM construction are 
whether a CTA RFP would reflect study 
and planning for those three construction-
staging parcels that would be within the 
context of the whole central Broadway 
area; and what process and timeline is an-
ticipated for that central area of Broadway, 
if the CTA is waiting to release any RFPs 
until the conclusion of the project.

Subscribe at  
www.insideonline.com




