Winter is nature’s way of saying,
‘Up yours!

— Robert Byrne
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Rent control campaign
builds momentum in Rogers Park

BY BECKY DERNBACH
Medill News Service

Sandra imagined getting older
as a peaceful time to retire and
travel. She didn’t expect to be
fighting to stay in her Rogers
Park apartment as the rising rent
takes up more and more of her
fixed income on Social Security
every year.

“I didn’t see my old age like
this,” said Sandra, 73. “I’m just
amazed they can raise the rent
any amount they want.”

Sandra pays more than half her
income in rent, and says she has
seen it increase exponentially ev-
ery year. This year her landlord
presented her with an increase of
more than $100, which Sandra is
fighting to reduce.

On election day Nov. 6, the
Jane Addams Senior Caucus and
the Chicago Democratic Social-
ists of America made phone calls
and talked to voters outside poll-
ing places in Rogers Park about
lifting the state ban on rent con-
trol. The non-binding referendum
— “Shall the State of Illinois lift
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Reggie Griffin, a volunteer with the Jane Addams Senior Caucus, asks a
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voter to support the rent control referendum outside a polling place Nov. 6.

Pritzker, a Democrat, has ex-
pressed support for repealing
the ban. But the bill for repeal
that would that establish county
rent control boards, SB3512, has
stalled in the Democratic-con-
trolled state Senate.

But as the rent control ban is
state law, what matters most in
today’s political environment
is what House Majority Leader
Mike Madigan wants.

will not solve Chicago’s afford-
able housing shortage. “Wher-
ever it’s been implemented in the
U.S. and elsewhere, it’s proven
to diminish the supply of afford-
able housing available and bring
the existing housing into a state of
disrepair,” he said.

Allen Smith, a building owner
in Rogers Park and a board mem-
ber of the Rogers Park Builders
Group, said rents are going up

the ban on rent control?”
— received over 66% of
the vote in the 49th Ward,
where Rogers Park is lo-
cated. It was on the ballot
in three wards in Chicago
that also include Logan
Square and Uptown.
With the referendum
results in Rogers Park
and other wards showing
strong support for repeal-
ing the statewide ban, the
movement for rent con-

The question boils down to who has
more clout, as it usually does in
Hlinois, and ultimately what
Mike Madigan wants. And rent con-
trol advocates should be cognizant
of the fact that Madigan was given
more power than ever as a result
of the recent election and made
his own considerable personal
fortune by representing large
real estate interests in the state.

as more renters are drawn
to the neighborhood
and property taxes rise.
“We’ve seen more people
come into the rental mar-
ket. We’ve seen the North
Side of Chicago be a de-
sired place to live. We’ve
seen more people who are
dependent on or choose to
use public transportation,”
he said.

Smith manages about
850 apartments across a

trol in Chicago is gaining
momentum. The coalition hopes
to help pass a bill that would re-
peal the ban and establish rent
control boards in every county in
Ilinois.

“Our lives shouldn’t be driven
by profit,” said Heather McLaren,
who helped coordinate referen-
dum canvassing for the Chicago
Northside DSA in the 49th Ward.
“We shouldn’t be forced to be
driven out of our homes just be-
cause that’s what the market tells
us to do. We want to reframe
housing as a human right, not as
a market commodity.”

McLaren said the campaign
saw a lot of support in Rogers
Park, where many residents said
their rents were too high and ex-
pressed concern about high-end
developments.

“We know this is something
Chicagoans want, this is some-
thing Chicagoans need, to sustain
our communities and keep our
communities together and not
have them become a luxury play-
ground,” she said.

Illinois governor-elect J. B.

Big landlords represented by
groups such as Illinois Realtors
do not think they should have to
give up their property rights by
government fiat to help longtime
tenants keep apartments they can
no longer afford. One landlord
likened the rent control proposal
to putting a price cap on food.

The question boils down to who
has more clout, as it usually does
in Illinois, and ultimately what
Madigan wants. And rent control
advocates should be cognizant of
the fact that Madigan was given
more power than ever as a result
of the recent election and made
his own considerable personal
fortune by representing large real
estate interests in the state. State-
house politicians are not going to
risk their jobs by pushing for rent
control if Madigan does not want
it to happen.

Real estate industry groups and
some property owners are orga-
nizing to oppose rent controls.
Michael Glasser, president of the
Rogers Park Builders Group, told
Chicago Tonight that rent control

wide range of price points,
and has ownership stake in about
60% of them, he said. He said
rent control could lead to unin-
tended consequences, including
an increased property tax burden
for homeowners and decreased
incentives for landlords to take
care of their properties.

“I think the best solution is to
let the market sort that stuff out,”
he said. “There is affordable hous-
ing to be had, and you just have to
find it.”

Rogers Park is the home of
Loyola Univ. as well as one of
the most diverse and integrated
neighborhoods in Chicago. Resi-
dents say they prize the neigh-
borhood’s diversity, but they’re
already seeing it change due to
rising rents.

According to 2016 five-year
estimates for the American Com-
munity Survey, 43% of residents
in the 12 census tracts that com-
prise Rogers Park are white, up
from 38% in 2010. Data shows
26% of Rogers Park residents
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dents, activities director Katie D’Aunno [to his right] and CHA CEO Eugene
Jones [to his left], who joined in cutting the ribbon on the new Hedger Apart-

ments community room.

Photo courtesy 49th Ward

New community room
opens at Hedger Apartments

Chicago Housing Authority
CEO Eugene Jones joined 200 se-
nior citizens this week in celebrat-
ing the grand opening of the new
community room in the Carolyn
Hedger Apartments at Sheridan
and Devon.

The new 5,000-square-foot
community room replaces a 50-
year-old community room that
was torn down last year to make
way for the Concord on Sheridan
development, which includes a
new Target Store and 111 units of
residential housing, including 65
units of affordable housing. The
new community room is slightly
larger than the old room and con-

tains a fully equipped exercise
room.

The new room will be outfit-
ted with new tables and chairs
and seniors will be given the op-
portunity to choose other features
and decide how the room will be
configured. The seniors will also
have a private outdoor rooftop ter-
race garden, which is scheduled
to open in the Spring, 2019. Con-
struction of the new Target will
also be completed in the Spring
with a grand opening slated for
April. The residential apartment
units will be ready for occupancy
at the end of 2019.

Commercial armed robberies
in Andersonville, Edgewater

Chicago police are warning lo-
cal businesses in Andersonville of
three recent armed robberies that
have

occurred. In these armed rob-
beries, an unknown white male
offender entered the businesses,
approached the cashier, displayed
a semiautomatic handgun and de-
manded money.

Incidents include one on the
1000 block of W. Bryn Mawr
Ave. 12:09 a.m. Nov. 25, another
on the 5400 block of N. Clark
St. 5:00 p.m. Nov. 25, and on the
5300 block of N. Broadway 9:05

p-m. Nov. 26.

The unknown offender is de-
scribed as a white male, 35-45
years of age, 5’-107-6’-2”, 175
-200 1bs., bald hair style, blue
eyes, light complexion wearing a
black puffy coat, black pants and
white gym shoes.

Police are asking anyone with
a detailed description of the
offender(s) including any vehicle
description and license plate in-
formation to contact the Bureau
of Detectives — Area North 312-
744-8263.

as it prepares to close.

books and library materials.

Northtown Library closing Dec. 1,
preparing to move

The Northtown Branch, 6435 N. California Ave., will close Dec. 1

Construction on the brand new library at Pratt and Western is pro-
ceeding on schedule and is expected to be completed this winter.

To prepare for the big move, the current Northtown Branch will
close after Saturday, and begin the process of packing up all the
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By Thomas J. O’'Gorman

No other holiday fills the air
with the robust fragrances of
the season more than Christmas.
Maybe it’s the assemblage of
food that is such a regular part of
the celebrations. The gathering of
family and friends is itself reason
enough for all the cookies, cakes,
puddings and special foods that
make Christmas such a family
centered occasion. It’s these aro-
mas that so antagonize me every
year. Christmas is a feast for the
nose, first and foremost.

There is no finer fragrance
than the aroma of a fresh turkey,
generously stuffed, roasting in
the oven with lots of rosemary
in the pan. Oven heat fogs up
all the windows nearby. Wafting
aromas of sage, onion and celery
fragrant the atmosphere. Freshly
baked scones add a buttery good-
ness to the sweet raisin rich air.
Everyone’s favorite food is more
than just a sign of family excess.
It’s a demonstration that the Na-
tivity meal shared by the family
belongs to all. Everyone owns a
piece of it, from bold turkey hen
to rum soaked cranberries with
allspice, cardamon and grated
nutmeg. This year fresh brandied
cherries will be added, picked
from a small wooden barrel in
Ireland earlier this year.

In my head, layer by layer, the
pungent menu for 10, for yet an-

other Christmas, grows.
When there is a lull,
buttery flake dinner
rolls that I’'m testing out
have reached their ul-
timate “rising” and the
dough is ready for the
oven. They are timed,
along with turkey necks
and giblets percolating
away, rendering a rich
stock that serves as the
center of French gravy
enriched with sherry
and some sweet dried
apricots.

We hang on to a tra-
dition in our house with
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Everyone owns a piece of the upcoming holiday, from bold
turkey hen to rum soaked cranberries with allspice, carda-
mon and grated nutmeg.

Noel,” and good pastry,
lots of colorful “maca-
rons,” and you’re in
Paris.

We do (very stinky)
Stilton cheese, with
good biscuits (crackers)
and grapes. Use apples
and pears from dinner if
there are some remain-
ing. And some good
port, a digestive aid.

By this time the
whole house should be
filled with fragrant lay-
ers of such delight that
you will need to write
poetry. So write.

blanched leather-green cabbage
added to creamed potatoes laced
with Irish butter, re-creating an
18th century recipe, a treasure
called “colcannon.” A chieftain’s
food that connects us today to
centuries of celebrations on both
sides of the Atlantic.

Haricot Vert, thin green
beans, get cleaned, trimmed and
blanched, and will be sautéed with
unsalted Irish butter and chopped
walnuts. In the huge French cop-
per skillet these will become a
magic dish, ripe for this holy sea-
son with a dusting of fresh thyme.
Much as the small white onions
will when caramelized, mixed
with heavy cream, rosemary and a
special golden Irish whiskey and
fresh nutmeg.

But as the ovens do their job,
by far it is the intoxicating fra-
grance of the “Swedish” stuffing
that captivates the senses. De-
cades ago after an uncle married
a young beauty of Swedish ori-
gin, the fortunes of our Irish tribe
took a turn for the better and she
consented to re-create her fam-
ily recipe for an ancient Scandi-
navian bread stuffing for family

LAB GROWN GENUINE DIAMONDS

30% SAVINGS!
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BigDiamondsUSA.com 312-795-1100
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We can clean
and sanitize UGG’
boots and other
brandname
sheepskin fashion
footwear

773-348-5510 « 3000 N. Broadway

feasts. Simple ingredients, but la-
borious production techniques.
All ingredients are ground by
hand and this method releases a
powerful bouquet of herbs when
ground and sautéed in butter. The
onion goes in ground, as well, but
last. Not sautéed or twice cooked
like all the other aromatics. So its
onion flavor is heavier, more pro-
found. And it becomes the glue of
our feast.

The turkey should be the larg-
est “hen” you can find, usually
under 20 pounds. After stuffing,
it should have a thick rub down
with Irish butter. And sea salt.
Then covered in a generous sup-
ply of cheese cloth layers to keep
the bird very moist. Just pour
melted butter on the cheese cloth.
Remove for the last hour, during
which time the bird’s skin will
darken to a golden hue. And that’s
when the final layer of fragrance
will burst onto the warm air of
roasting throughout kitchen and
dining area. Fill the roasting pan
with small pears, roasting them
in the pan drippings. Over-cook
them. Dust with some cinnamon
and sugar and all-spice. It will all
turn to caramel. Let them over-
cook and cool. Sugar and butter
are magic in the oven.

I like the fragrance of Queen
Anne Apples (golf ball size) too.
Try oven roasting the apples with
butter, granulated sugar, bay
leaves, lots of brandy and some
orange rind. Is there more room
in the roaster? The more fruit, the
better the dinner. Wash the first

Don’t forget to read aloud Dy-
lan Thomas’ “A Child’s Christmas
in Wales,” at some point when the
dishes clear. If you have English
guests get them to read
in character. (I love
impromptu theater.)

I have several musi-
cian guests who turn
the “apres” dining into
a French Cabaret. And
celestial carols of the
season from dear old
Oxford. Christina Ros-
setti is our favorite.
And Herr Bach holds
pride of place as more

Prepping for the aromas of the holidays

Stanford Univ., a board member
of the Winnetka Garden Club, a
member of the Woodside-Ather-
ton Garden Club, past president
of the Benton House Women’s
Board, past board member of the
Service Club of Chicago, a long-
time board member of Gamma
Phi Beta Sorority at Northwest-
ern, a member of Indian Hill Club
in Winnetka, and a member of
Menlo Country Club in Wood-
side, CA. Mrs. Kirk was an active
member of Christ Church in Win-
netka where she was a resident
for 78 years.

REQUIEM: Pat Somers
Cronin, 91, lifelong resident of
Beverly and South Shore, died
this past week. Pat wrote the
“View from the Hill” column for
the Beverly Review for 20 years,
and was a frequent
contributor and book
reviewer for America
Magazine, Chicago
Tribune, Chicago
Sun-Times, The New
World, and many lo-
cal and national pub-
lications. Family and
friends will meet at
St. Barnabas Church,
10 a.m. Dec. 1, for her
funeral Mass. She was

Pat Somers Cronin

freezing cold Cham-
pagne emerges. Favorite poems
are recited and stories told. Some
years we have eaten in my studio.
This year I think we will turn the
living room into the dining room
filled with bushels of fragrant eu-
calyptus.

When your belly is filled and
just the right amount of Cham-
pagne and wine has been con-
sumed, and when the rich finale
is sated, it’s a sweet time for hugs
and stories. One year we lit the
wine corks and gave everyone a
mustache. Some years we put on
silly paper crowns from England.
Other years we have all donned
black velvet riding helmets, and
straw boater hats, Scottish bon-
nets and Anglican caps. (I prefer
good costume hats more than pa-
per.)

The warmth and fragrance of
the table is the lasting glue of
the holy day. Christmas was my

half of the dinner (up
to the turkey) down
with a great French
Champagne. And
then wash down the
second half of dinner
with the best Span-
ish red wine you can
find.

When plating my
own share of the
feast I do a minimal-
ist serving on a large
china plate. Turkey

Grace Dodge Fuller Kirk

mother, Eileen’s
birthday, so we had
that business too.
So we kept going on
forever. Sweet Irish
tunes emerging and
lullabying us all into
the beauty of these
days of a cherished
season as sweet as
Fanny Mae candies.

SERVICE CLUB
RIP: Grace Dodge
Fuller Kirk, 91,

(dark meat for me), stuffing, col-
cannon, gravy, a small pear, some
apples, creamed onions, cranber-
ries and crispy skin. Give your-
self a quick grate of fresh nutmeg.
You deserve it.

Christmas desserts should be
focused, but fun. Have two tall
cylinder-like chimney cakes. One
chocolate with pink peppermint
butter cream frosting. The other
a red velvet with cream cheese.
More of that great Champagne
from earlier. Butter cookies are
perfect. A traditional “Buche

died last week, and was a grand
woman of generous living. She
attended the Latin School of Chi-
cago, New Trier High School
and Northwestern. A member of
the Women’s Board of the Field
Museum of Natural History and
the Chicago Symphony Orches-
tra Women’s Assoc. Board, she
was also a longtime docent at The
Field Museum and the Women’s
Assoc. of The Art Institute of Chi-
cago, a member of The Contem-
porary Club of Chicago, a mem-
ber of The Committee for Art at

always an inspiration.
And never split an infinitive.
LYRIC OPERA: Find out
why Musical America calls her
“a genuine superstar for the 21st
century.” Anna Netrebko returns
to Lyric Opera for a rare, one-
night-only recital. Sunday, Dec. 2,
3 p.m. The Lyric is the only place
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Metro High founder
helped city’s ‘Misfit’ kids

On Nov. 17, this city lost a great and be-
loved man.

His name was Nathaniel “Nate” Black-
man, and he not only saved my life, but
also the lives
of thousands of
struggling young
high school stu-
dents in Chicago.

Nate, who died,
was a founder of
the Chicago Pub-
lic High School

Heart for ~ Metropoli-
of the’'Hood tan Studies, aka
By Felicia Dechter ~ Metro- Metro was

open from 1970
to 1991 and it was, “an incredible experi-
ment in urban education,” said Anne Sul-
livan, an Edgewater resident who was one
of the school’s first students.

Metro used Chicago as its classroom, and
its ancillary classes were held outside of the
school’s downtown location. For example,
Sullivan’s improvisational theater class re-
hearsed with the cast of Second City, and
she recalled how Aviation was taught at
Midway Airport, and Constitutional Law
at John Marshall. A fiction writing class
was taught by the staff at “Playboy,” and
Animal Behavior at the Lion House at the
Lincoln Park Zoo.

“We learned about class struggles at the
Black Panther Headquarters and we were
the only high school to have nude models
in our figure drawing class at a North Side
studio,” said Sullivan. “When a huge num-
ber of students cut class to attend the Chi-
cago Seven Trial a few blocks away, they
made it a class. We learned that not only
can you fight City Hall, you must!

“Thank God for Nate and his assistant
principal Lee Alo,” continued Sullivan.
“They saved my life. They handed me the
keys to this fabulous city. I can never, nev-

NOW
OPEN

in Lakeview
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Nate Blackman in his Metro days.

er thank them enough.”

There was so much that was unusual
in a wonderful way at Metro, thanks to
Nate’s vision of what a school should be.
We called our teachers by their first names.
Students changed classes and got new ones
every 10 weeks, and, we didn’t have to sit
at desks. I remember lying on the carpeted
floor of my Technology class, learning
more than I ever did sitting stuffed into a
small desk. We had freedom at Metro, to
make our own decisions, to pick our own
classes, to learn things our way. Heck, I
know no one else in this city besides those
from my graduating class that can boast
that their high school graduation was held
at the old Comiskey Park!

There was nothing halfway that Nate
(who always reminded me of a mod, cool
black movie star) and Metro students did.
We learned to give life -- and school—
our all. For me and countless other “Mis-
fits,” who didn’t fit into mainstream high
schools, Metro was a Godsend.

It was unlike any school that exists, said
Paula Baron, an Edgewater resident who

Complementary:

916 West Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657
773.305.3300 ¢ ManUpMedical.com

So long Nate, and thank you

taught History at Metro from 1971 to when
it was shut down by CPS in 1991. (A bad
move if you ask me. So many kids would
benefit from a school like Metro today).

“He made Metro... His personality and
his attitude and his whole conception of
working with both the teachers and the
kids,” said Baron, author of the
2012-published book, “Metro:
Chicago Public High School
for Metropolitan  Studies,
1970-1991.”

“He worked with the kids,
listened to the kids, and was
part of them,” said Baron.

Nate was “the epitome of
what a principal of a school
should be,” and literally saved
many lives, said Blythe Olshan-
Findley, who taught at Metro
from 1971 to 1989, starting as
a student teacher. He led with
a calm, supportive manner that
influenced all he encountered,
said Olshan-Findley. He was

Nate Blackman in later
years. The beloved Met-
ro High principal passed
away on Nov. 17.
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matched with any leader I came in touch
with,” added Olshan-Findley. “When I
went to Harvard to study education I con-
stantly wrote about Metro and its distin-
guished principal, Nate. He was one of a
kind and I will never forget him.”

Nate was a giant force in all of our lives,
said Vince Waldron, a student
who “never missed a single
day” from the school’s open-
ing on Feb. 20, 1970, until his
graduation in 1973.

“Each of our lives is much
richer for having known him,
so I suppose, in a way, Nate’s
warmth, humor, and integrity
continue to live in all of us,”
said Waldron, a playwright,
director and Emmy-Award
winning writer living out in
Los Angeles.

“To say that Metro was my
home away from home is an
understatement,”  continued
Waldron. “It WAS my home

passionate about his job and
the people he worked with, including all
the students and their parents, she said.

“Nate taught me what it meant to be a
leader,” said Olshan-Findley. “He was like
a second father to me as I started teaching
at Metro when I was 21.

“His compassion and patience were un-

and Nate was the paterfamil-
ias of that lovely extended family.”

Like Waldron and Sullivan, as well as
the teachers, Nate forever changed my
life too. He truly also saved it. He instilled
confidence in us and made us feel as if we

NATE seep. 6
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“Bravo for Theater On The Lake's restaurant,
The Lakefront, helmed by Chef Cleetus Friedman."

- Crain's Chicago Business

“LAKEFRONT
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(312)414-1313 ¢ 2401 N Lake Shore Drive ¢ www.theateronthelake.com

“A MIX OF WARMTH &
NAUGHTINESS!"

- Hedy Weiss, WTTW's Chicago Tonight
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THEATER CHICAGO
3745 N. Southport Ave

"AVENUEQIS A
HIT AT MERCURY
THEATER!™

-Highly Recommended, Chris
Jones, Chicago Tribune
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When is the best day of the year to buy a home?

The Home Front
By Don DeBat

With Chicago and America
still recovering from a turkey and
stuffing hangover, now is the time
to analyze the state of the local
and national housing market.

For home and condominium
buying novices, here are a few
well-known  historical home-
shopping facts:

* Realtors and builders say the
home-buying market typically
shuts down between Thanksgiv-
ing and Super Bowl Sunday.

* Nearly every seller wants to
list their home for sale during the
magical “spring market,” when
the weather is good, thousands of
fresh home listings hit the market,
and flocks of starry-eyed potential
buyers are lining up.

* Families with school-age chil-
dren are eager to buy and close no
later than June or July because
they want to have the kids en-
rolled for the fall term.

So, when is the best time to buy
a home and get the best deal on

price?

According to “10 Best Days to
Buy a Home,” a new study by AT-
TOM Data Solutions, buyers will-
ing to close on a home purchase
on the day after Christmas realize
the biggest discounts below full
market of any day in the year.

The study, which involved
analysis of 18 million single-fam-
ily home and condominium sales
over the past five years, found 10
days of the year that allow buyers
to pocket price discounts below
estimated market value.

In addition to Dec. 26, when
a buyer nationwide can expect a
price 1.3% discount of $2,500 on
the average home, six other best-
buyer days also are in Decem-
ber. Those discounts range from
0.5% on Dec. 1 for a discount of
$1,000 to 1% on Dec. 4 and 7 for
discounts ranging from $1,823 to
$2,000.

The other three best-price dis-
count days are 0.5% on Oct. 12
($1,000), 0.3% on Nov. 9 ($666),
and 0.3% on Feb. 9 ($500).

December also is the best
month to buy a home or condo in
Chicago, ATTOM Data Solutions
reported. Buyers here can expect a
6.2% price discount in the Windy
City, which can amount to a price
cut of $3,000 down to $195,000
on the average home listed for
$198,000. Other good months for
a hefty price discount in Chicago
are January (5.6% price reduc-
tion), February (4.8% discount),

REAL ESTATE AUCTION DEC. 18, 2018

Bank Owned Properties ¢ Year-end Close-out!

20080 GOVERNORS HWY OLYMPIA FIELDS, IL
Vacant two-story 29,484 s f. office/medical use
property on 2.13 acres w/36 car parking.

Close to restaurants, retail & city hall. Indoor
basketball court, new roof 2017. Interior fully
renovated in 2015. Adjacent lot for expansion
included. Previously Valued Over $4,500,000.
Suggested Opening Bid $750,000. On-site in-
spections 10 am to noon Nov. 20, Dec. 5 & 13
SWC VOLLMER & CICERO AVE, MATTESON, IL
38 acres of mixed-use land just off the

|-57 Interchange at Vollmer Rd. National home
builder has ongoing development adjacent to
this developer-friendly community. Previously

Valued Over $15,500,000. Suggested Opening
Bid $500,000

211 DIXIE HWY, CHICAGO HEIGHTS, IL

Vacant one-story 49,729 s.f. masonry construc-
tion building on 5.75 acres w/250+ parking
spots. 2013 improvements include 5,000 sq ft
urgent care facility and new roof; 8,000 sq ft of
medical office space and 36,000 sq ft of clean
warehouse. Exterior dock & drive-in door,
over 19 ft. ceilings. Previously Valued Over
$4,900,000. Suggested Opening Bid $1,250,000.
On-site inspections 1-3pm Nov. 20, Dec. 5 & 13

RICK LEVIN & ASSOCIATES, INC.
312-440-2000 * WWW.RICKLEVIN.COM

A'A SALVAGE

Plumbing Liquidation

Jacuzzis, Sinks & Vanities
Kitchen Cabinets

- Remodeling & Restaurant Supply -

CALL 773-

818-0808

1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.
FaucetChicago.com ¢ 1010K®@gmail.com

MAN-JO-VINS

JUST GOOD FOOD

Established 1953

3224 N. Damen Ave.
at Damen & Melrose
773-935-0727
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A new study by ATTOM Data Solutions, show that buyers willing to close on
a home purchase on the day after Christmas realize the biggest discounts
below full market of any day in the year.

and October (4.8% price mark
down).

The worst month to buy is June,
when sellers markup average
prices 2.6%, the study found.

“Despite the survey findings,
I still believe August is the best
time for a Realtor to negotiate the
sale of a home to a buyer,” said
veteran buyer broker Sara Ben-
son, president of Chicago-based
Benson Stanley Realty.

“August is the worst time of the
year for a home seller,” Benson
said. “It’s the hottest month of the
year. There are fewer buyers shop-
ping, everyone—Realtors, loan
officers, and would-be purchas-
ers—are on vacation. Families
with children have already made
their purchase decisions based on
the school year. The pool of buy-

ers shrinks in August.”

October rebound

Existing home sales in the
Chicago-area housing market re-
bounded in October after a notice-
able slump in September, reported
RE/MAX Northern Illinois.

Total home sales in the seven-
county metro area declined 0.4%
in October to 8,896 units, down
from 8,931 units in the same
month last year. The market re-
bounded from a 10.9% sales drop
in September. However, the num-
ber of homes selling for less than
$200,000 declined 7.2% to 3,553
units in October, compared with
the same month in 2017.

“Interest rates have been rising,
and the buyers most impacted by
that and by rising home prices are

large laundry & storage room.

1212 N. LaSalle, Unit 2210

BAIRDAVARMER

1720 N. Orchard Townhouse Unit H

This highly desired Lincoln Park Townhome has 2
bed/2.5 bath. First level offers large living, dining area,
updated kitchen & half bath, hardwood floors, exposed
brick & gas start-wood burning fireplace. Kitchen is
updated with beautiful Quartz, 42” cabinets & Fisher
Paykel appliances. Second level has large master
suite with walk-in closet. Second bedroom has en-suite
bath & walk in closet. Lower level has family room with gas fireplace & access to patio,

Beautiful & bright corner unit 1 bed/1 bath on a High Floor in
Gold Coast. NEW STAINLESS APPLIANCES. Awesome views
from all rooms. Private balcony with city & lake views. Kitchen
with island and granite counters - lots of storage for kitchen.
Large bedroom with full wall of organized closets. Hardwood
floors and large closet space. Full service building with 24-hour
door staff, gym, laundry, dry cleaner & management on site.

3500 N. Lake Shore Drive, Unit 15D

Elegant 1920’s Co-Op waiting for further Restoration. This 2 bedroom + Den, 2 Full
Bathrooms preferred unit has both East & West Exposures with outstanding Lake views.
Wide Gallery Entry, leads you to Large Living Room with beautiful decorative Fireplace,
Spacious Formal Dining Room. Space Pac A/C, and In-Unit Washer/Dryer Hookups.

Michael F. Parish sroker
773.770.7002

first-timers purchasing at the low
end of the price spectrum,” noted
Jeff LaGrange, vice president of
the RE/MAX Northern Illinois
Region.

“We’re seeing that play out
in the current sales results,”
LaGrange said. “Meanwhile,
the number of homes selling for
$200,000 or more was up 3.8% in
October, and sales of homes sell-
ing at $1 million or more climbed
14.5%.”

The median October home,
townhome, condominium and co-
op sales price in the metro area
was $230,850, up +3.1% from a
year earlier. The average market
time for units sold last month was
72 days, two days less than Oct.
2017.

Detached home sales in the
metro area rose 0.5% to 5,649
units in October. The median sales
price climbed 3.5% to $249,900,
and average market time fell to
78 days this year from 82 days in
Oct. 2017.

“August is the worst
time of the year

Jor a home seller,”
Sara Benson said.

“It’s the hottest month
of the year. There are
fewer buyers shopping,
everyone—Realtors,
loan officers, and
would-be purchasers —
are on vacation.

Home sales in the city of Chi-
cago dipped 0.5% dipped to 2,072
units in October compared with
the same month a year ago. The
sales total includes 901 single-
family homes and 1,171 condos,
co-ops and townhomes. The me-
dian sales price climbed 3.2% to
$271,000.

“Overall, this October is bet-
ter than any October we’ve seen
since 2006 at the peak of the hous-
ing boom when there were 9,044
sales, a median price of $244,900
and an average market time of 94
days,” LaGrange said.

Sales data used by RE/MAX is
collected by Midwest Real Estate
Data, the regional multiple listing
service. It covers Cook, DuPage,
Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry
and Will counties.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat .biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail .com.

ADVERTISE
HERE!
8 weeks,
just $§260

Call or Email Cindy
C789Amadio@gmail.com
Cell: 618-201-3622

News tips?
call

773-465-9700

Confidentiality guaranteed.
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Work at California and Horner Parks,
312 RiverRun continues,
North Side bridge work advancing

The city has announced new
milestones at the 312 RiverRun,
a nearly two-mile recreational
hub connecting the Irving Park,
North Center, Avondale and Al-
bany Park neighborhoods to three
parks with one path.

In addition, the new studio ice
rink and expansion of McFetridge
Sports Center is now complete,
and work is continuing to improve
California and Horner parks.

The Chicago Dept. of Trans-
portation [CDOT] will also begin
construction of the Irving Park
Road Bridge along the Chicago
River. While not complete, city
officials hope the 312 RiverRun
will create a network of outdoor
recreational  opportunities  for
residents while boosting neigh-
borhood vibrancy and economic
growth.

The 312 RiverRun project is
a collaboration between CDOT,
Dept. of Planning & Develop-
ment (DPD) and the Chicago Park
District [CPD]. Once complete, it
should extend across 95 acres and
provide residents with direct ac-
cess to a network of recreational
amenities including: wheelchair
accessible baseball fields, fitness
centers, playgrounds, an indoor
ice skating rink, tennis courts,
outdoor pool, boat houses and
more.

The new bridge and multi-use
path will create a new pedestrian
and bike path under Irving Park
Rd. along the west bank of the
North Branch. The new under-
bridge multi-use path will link
California Park to Horner Park
to the north. Work on the bridge
will also replace the existing 104-
year-old structure and widen the
roadway. The new bridge and
path are expected to be complete
in summer 2020.

The newly opened stu-
dio ice rink and expansions at
McFetridge Sports Center is one
of the first completed projects at
the 312 RiverRun, and should
help with the over-crowding no
experienced at McFetridge. The

Find out
how the
White City
came into being

Local historian and tour guide
Al Walavich will enlighten guests
10 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 8, at the
Bezazian Branch Library, 1226
W. Ainslie St., on how the White
City came to be during this social
and political history talk in recog-
nition of the 125th anniversary of
the World’s Columbian exposi-
tion.

Walavich is a life-long Chica-
goan and one of the founders of
the Uptown Historical Society.
He has presented and given tours
for the Chicago History Muse-
um, Newberry Library, Chicago
Neighborhood Tours as well as
being a guide to some of Chica-
g0’s most interesting cemeteries.

facility now houses a 200 feet by
85 feet ice sheet and the new 100
feet by 85 feet studio ice rink for
competitive and recreational ice
skating, hockey and tennis pro-
grams and special events.

The year-round facility now of-
fers more classes, new program-
ming, manageable class sizes and
more open ice time for public
use. McFetridge Sports Center
supports expanded community
programming including edge/
power skating classes, goalie in-
struction, 3 on 3 leagues, sled
hockey for players with disabili-
ties and specialty figure skating
classes. Special events like the
annual Figure Skating Ice Show,
ice hockey tournaments for the
home team River Dogs and the
McFetridge Open and Turkey
Trot annual tennis tournaments
will continue. SMG, the world’s
leading provider of public build-
ing management,began managing
McFetridge Sports Center for the
Chicago Park District in 2012.

Improvements to Horner Park
and California Parks will also
continue. Construction to extend
the bike trail and renovate the
baseball fields will start in 2019,
following the recently completed
addition of soccer mini-pitches
and resurfaced four tennis courts
at Horner Park. The CPD recently
restored the riverbank at the Park
in partnership with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, which had
previously faced erosion and was
inaccessible to visitors. Construc-
tion at California Park will include

BBB A+ Rating
SNOW REMOVAL
COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING CARPET CLEANING
POWER WASHING

773-292-6015

www.callchoicejanitorial:com

resurfacing four tennis courts and
two basketball courts.

Construction is proceeding
through the winter on another
CDOT project, the Riverview
Bridge, which will cross over
the North Branch of the Chicago
River and under the Addison Rd.
Bridge. The bridge will provide a
new connection for runners, bicy-
clists and pedestrians between the
paths in Clark Park to the south
and California Park to the north.
Extending more than 1,000’ in
length and 16’ wide, the new Riv-
erview Bridge will be the longest
pedestrian river bridge in the city.
It will have an elevation of more
than 18’ where it crosses the riv-
er to accommodate recreational
use by boaters. Its unobstructed
access will also eliminate the
need for residents to cross ma-
jor streets, enhancing pedestrian
safety. Completion of the bridge,
expected in summer 2019, will
help establish the full 312 River-
Run, providing a continuous path
from Belmont to Montrose.

Kane County
Antique & Flea Mkt

Antiques, Collectibles, etc.

First Sunday of each month
and preceding afternoon

DECEMBER [ &2

Saturdays: Noon to 5 pm
Sundays: 7 am to 4 pm

Kane County Fairgrounds
Located on Randall Rd. between
Rt. 38 and Rt. 64 St. Charles, IL

Admission $5.00 each day
(Children under 12 free)

FREE PARKING

www.kanecountyfleamarket.com
630-377-2252
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City wants new 911 software
added to your cell phone

Approximately 75% of 911
calls made in Chicago are
made using cellular phones,
which often lack detailed lo-
cation information. To rem-
edy that the City has launched
Smart911 software. The new
software allows people to
register cell phone numbers,
so first responders can know
how best to help you in an
emergency.

To participate, people must
first register in the program.

The program allows you to
provide customized informa-
tion to emergency personnel
before they arrive at the scene.
You can add as much or as
little to your profile as you

want, and your information
will only be seen if you ever
have to call 911.

Smart911 allows you to
add key information about
members of your household
such as medical info, physi-
cal descriptions, address and
location info, and much more.
You can also add information
about your vehicles, pets and
other details that will allow
first responders to help you
as fast as possible in the event
of an emergency. The infor-
mation is accessible whether
you call 911 from your home
phone or cell phone.

To sign up visit www.
smart911.com.

SATURDAY

12/8/18 @7PM
1101 W GRANVILLE
CHICAGO, IL 60660

GREAT
MO

MENTS

IN VINYL

performing elton john’s

GOODBYE YELLOW BRICK ROAD

tickets

325

includes two drinks
beer/wine/non-alcoholic

For tickets visit www.bitly.com/gallery1070

LFncu!n. Park Community
RESEARCH INITIATIVE

Thursday, November 29, 2018

2330 N. Halsted

6:15 PM. RECEPTION
7:00 PM. PROGRAM

Admission is free

RSVP to Fran Casey
DePaul University

Phone: (312) 362-8100
E-mail: cgr@depaul.edu
Online Registration:
http:/ /bit.ly/LPCRIFA18

FALL PROGRAM

Holtschneider Performance Center

Community & Government Relations

ABOUT THE SPEAKER:

FROM PRAIRIE TO PERFORMANCE HALL:

AN ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY OF THE 2300 BLOCK OF NORTH HALSTED STREET

Thus shde and lecture presentation examines how the succession of buildings on the site of the new Holtschneider

Performance Center reflects 150 years of Lincoln Park’s evolving needs and changing architectural tastes.

Jeremy Mulderig is an emeritus professor of English at DePaul University
and was for twenty-five years a docent with the Chicago Architecture Foundation.

He also lived and worked for more than two decades in the now-vanished McGaw Hall.
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Bow Truss Coffee founder OK to continue
defamation suit vs Crain’s over ‘hit piece’ article

BY SCOTT HOLLAND
Cook County Record

A Cook County judge will al-
low a North Side businessman to
continue his defamation lawsuit
against Crain Communications.

Bow Truss Coffee founder Phil-
ip Tadros is seeking $38 million
from Crain’s Chicago Business in
a defamation lawsuit over a July
2016 Crain’s article he called a
“hit piece.” The complaint, origi-
nally filed in July 2017, now fo-
cuses on six allegedly false state-
ments in the article giving rise to
claims of defamation, false light,
tortious interference with busi-
ness relations and prospective
economic advantage.

Crain asked Judge James
O’Hara to dismiss all nine counts
with prejudice, saying Tadros
failed to make sufficient factual

THE MooDY CHURCH

Sunday Morning Service
10:00am

Sunday Evening Service
5:00pm
TMC Communities (Sunday School)
8:30am & 11:30am
Wednesday Prayer Meeting
6:45pm

1635 N LaSalle | Chicago IL 60614
312.327.8600 | www.moodychurch.org

allegations. In an opinion issued
Nov. 19, O’Hara denied that mo-
tion.

In addition to the company,
Tadros named as defendants
Keith Crain, Rance Crain, KC
Crain and Christopher Crain,
the family members who run the
business and weekly publication,
as well as editor Michael Arndt,
reporter Peter Frost and former
Crain’s publisher David Snyder.

One paragraph in question
reads: “A review of Tadros’ op-
erations, coupled with interviews
with more than two dozen for-
mer business partners, associates,
investors, vendors and clients,
reveals a pattern of mismanage-
ment, questionable accounting
practices and, some say, a pen-
chant for falling behind on bills
and a knack for burning through
other people’s money.”

O’Hara said the defendants
aren’t “entitled to rely” on asser-
tions the statements in the article
are generally true, or that Tadros
generally admitted to the “con-
duct and subsequent characteriza-
tion” those sentences allege.

Other article excerpts, O’Hara
continued, impute either an in-
ability to hold a job or imply
criminal conduct. As such, the
defendants’ “contention that the
statement is reasonably capable

Ravenswood United
Church of Christ

10:30 am Worship, Sunday School
2050 W. Pensacola

773 -549-5472

The Peoples Church

of Chicago

Sunday Worship 10 am

Q41 W. Lawrence 773-784-6633

www.peopleschurchchicago.org

Queen of Angels

Catholic Church

Sunday Mass 8, 9:30, 11am &
12:30pm

Weekday Mass Mon - Fri 8:30am
Saturday Mass 9am - S5pm

2330 W. Sunnyside

gh FIRST
% SAINT PAUL'S
LUTHERAMN CHURCH
On Chicago’s Near North Side|
1301 N Lasalle at Goethe
H26d2-7172
Sunday Service 9:30am
Adult Forum 10:45am
Sunday Church School 10:45am
Wednesday 7 am.
Childcare available
Handicap Accessible

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING
OAUWCChicago.org

i
" ADDISON STREET
COMMUNITY CHURCH
SUNDAY
10 am Worship
& Sunday School

William Pareja, Pastor

2132 West Addison Street
Chicago
(773) 248-5893

www.asccChicago.org

@

Cornelia Baptist Church

1709 W. Cornelia Ave.
773-248-3142

corneliainformation@gmail.com

corneliabaptistchurch.com

Sundays Fellowship
Breakfast 9 a.m.
Children’s Study 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Kids
of Faith Bible Club 7 p.m.

Want to see Your Church in this Weekly Feature?
Call Cindy at 618-201-3622

or email <789amadio®gmail.com

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

of innocent construction carries
little weight.”

“Tadros has lived large,” the
article asserted, “driving a Mer-
cedes Benz G-Class, dining at ex-
pensive restaurants, holding his
wedding receptions at the Four
Seasons Hotel — even as some of
his businesses underperformed.”

Crain’s argued that sentence

was non-actionable opinion, but
O’Hara cited a 1993 Illinois First
District Appellate Court decision
in Kumaran v. Brotman, establish-
ing “a false assertion of fact can
be libelous even if couched in the
form of rhetorical hyperbole.” If
the Crain’s article is taken as true,
O’Hara explained, Tadros would
“undoubtedly be prejudiced in his

endeavor as a businessman.”
O’Hara also determined Tadros
effectively showed evidence of
vendors and investors cancel-
ing contracts with him and said
an objectively reasonable person
could conclude the magazine act-
ed with malice to paint Tadros as

SUIT seep. 13

NATE fromp. 3

could accomplish anything we
set our minds to. Thanks to Nate,
so many of us who may not have
graduated -- or lived through --
high school, are happy, well-ad-
justed adults today.

The following quote by a fel-
low Metro grad really sums Nate
up well. “He knew how to include
everyone and saw greatness in us
all,” said Shell Neal, who gradu-
ated in 1976.

On Nov. 30, Nate’s family
(who we send our deepest condo-
lences to) has arranged for a pub-
lic viewing between Noon and 5
p-m. at Cage Memorial Chapel,
7651 S. Jeffrey Blvd. On Dec. 1,
there will be a 10 a.m. visitation
followed by an 11 a.m. church
service at St. Dorothy Catho-
lic Church, 450 E. 78th St. The
church service will be followed
by a burial service at St. Mary
Catholic Cemetery, W. 87th St.
and Hamlin Ave., Evergreen
Park.

Our city has lost an incredible
educator and good friend. RIP
Nate. You will always live on in
the hearts of your students.

Fun face painting after the recently-held A Walk for the Bear in Lincoln

Park.

Happy retirement... to the
very wise Judge Marvin P. Luck-
man, (yes, cousins with the fa-
mous Chicago Bear Sid Luck-
man) a Lakeview resident who
will be retiring at the end of this
month after 27-plus years on the
bench. We hope Judge Luckman
enjoys his retirement and goes
out and has loads of fun.

Falalalala... it’s the 25th an-
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1500 W. Elmdale Avenue

(773) 743-1820
www.immanuelchicago.org

A LIVING SANCTUARY
OF HOPE AND GRACE

JoinUs

Silent Prayer 10:10 - 10:25 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Godly Play

Sunday School 11:20 a.m.

Coffee Hour 11:45 a.m.

The Forum Discussion 12:15 p.m.
Parking available at Senn High School

29th Annual
“Honoring the Life”

Community Memorial Service
Saturday, December 8th, 2018 at 11:00 a.m.

Since 1989, Lakeview Funeral Home has sponsored
an Annual Memorial Service “Honoring the Life.”
A time of giving thanks for the blessing of lives shared.
Join us in prayer, song and thanksgiving.

After the Memorial Service, we gather in friendship and joy
celebrating the lives that have gone before us and in appreciation
for the support and concern of those who have stood with us
during our time of loss and grief.

Please join us for this deeply moving event

B
=N

A7)

1458 W. Belmont Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60657
Call for more information 773-472-6300
www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com
Expanded Facilities Fully Accessible

Lakeview
Funeral Home

niversary of the North Dearborn
Association’s annual Joy of Toys
Holiday Toy Drive!

If you’re looking for some hol-
iday cheer, look no further than
this annual tradition, happening
from 1 to 3:30 p.m. Saturday at
Mario’s Table, 21 W. Goethe St.
The event brings together friends,
neighbors and community busi-
nesses for a celebration to col-
lect gifts benefiting kids attend-
ing George Manierre School and
Catherine Ferguson Child Parent
Center.

Admission is free but requires
a new, unwrapped gift valued at
$20 for a child three to 10-years-
old. What you get in return is
good company and the joy of giv-
ing, along with food, spirits, mu-
sic, and gift wrapping. And it’s all
thanks to the generosity of Ma-
rio Stefanini - owner of Mario’s
Table.

Suggested gifts include: dolls,
sports equipment, action figures,
games and remote controlled
toys (with batteries included).
Avoid items requiring a computer
or other hardware, toy guns, over-
sized toys, and strictly education-
al or religious-themed items.

In the last two-and-a-half de-
cades, the NDA'’s toy drive has
provided more than 7,400 local
children with a gift during the
holiday season. Thanks NDA!

Zip-A-Dee-Do-Dabh... the
Bear Necessities Pediatric Cancer
Foundation, whose founder/CEO
is Gold Coaster Kathleen Casey,
recently held its 5th annual A
Walk for the Bear in Lincoln Park.
The walk brings together family,
friends and supporters of Bear
Necessities to honor kids who are
currently fighting and those who
have lost their battle to cancer.
With nearly 500 participants, the
event successfully raised more
than $58,000 for much-needed
pediatric cancer research.



gang graffiti.

City creates mural registry, hopes to prevent
loss of public art to Graffiti Blasters

After the comical - yet expensive - mis-
take by the city’s Graffiti Blasters team
cleaning urban art off the walls in Lake
View, City Hall has passed an ordinance
to create a registry of murals, including
graffiti art in Chicago. The registry will be
maintained by the Dept. of Cultural Affairs
and Special Events (DCASE) and its Pub-
lic Art Program.

This are registry comes after an expen-
sive mural near the Paulina Brown Line
stop in Lakeview was removed by the city
just two weeks after it was completed.
Painted by artist JC Rivera, the ‘art’ was
mistakenly removed after someone called
311 claiming it was just gang graffiti. The
mural, commissioned by the Lakeview
Chamber of Commerce and paid for with
property tax dollars, left the chamber of
commerce answering some uncomfort-
able questions about how it was spending
tax dollars and forced the local alderman,

Amaya Pawer [47th], to go into hiding, lest
he be asked to explain the city’s actions
and wasted tax money.

According to chamber documentation,
they earmarked about $60,000 for seven
murals over the course of the year.

The proposed ordinance will identify
the thousands of existing murals across the
City, and will create a formal process for
DCASE, city partners and property owners
to add new murals to the registry. Murals in
the registry will be affixed with an official
emblem.

Creating a mural registry will help eas-
ily identify between public art and graffiti,
which is removed by the Dept. of Streets
and Sanitation when reported. Residents
who would like to report graffiti - or report
over-priced bad art that looks like graffiti
- can call 311, or visit www.cityofchicago.
org/dss.

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT

-

STOMP

THE INTERNATIONAL SENSATION

DECEMBER 5-30

BROADWAY IN CHICAGO.com

800-775-2000 * GROUPS 10+ 312-977-1710
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL BROADWAY IN CHICAGO BOX OFFICES

BROADWAY

PLAYHOUSE

AT WATER TOWER PLACE
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City to celebrate completion
of Lakefront Trail project
with free fun run Dec. 15

The City is hosting a Lakefront Chill
5K fun run 8 a.m. Dec. 15 to celebrate the
completion of the Lakefront Trail Separa-
tion project. The fun run kicks off at Mu-
seum Campus and Waldron drives.

The project was funded mostly by pri-
vate donations made by billionaire finan-
cier and Near North resident Ken Griffin.

Chicago’s Lakefront Trail is one of the
busiest bike paths in the U.S., and used by
cyclists and joggers. It is estimated that
more than 100,000 people per day use the
trail during summer weekends.

“I'm thrilled that Chicago’s residents
and visitors can now more safely enjoy the
Lakefront Trail,” said Griffin. “I look for-
ward to joining [my] fellow Chicagoans in
celebrating the project’s completion.”

The Lakefront Chill 5K will bring to-
gether hundreds of runners, walkers and
wheelchair pushers of every skill level.
The 3.1 mile course runs from Museum
Campus Dr., up the Lakefront Bike Path
and back town the Lakefront Running Path
and ending at the North Burnham Harbor
Lot by Soldier Field.

Registration is free, and participants can
sign up at http://bit.ly/LakefrontChillSK.
Bib pickup is available onsite, and will
include a timing tab. Participants will re-
ceive beanies and mittens, as well as wa-
ter, snacks and hot chocolate. Discounted
parking is available in the Waldron Garage
for $10. The course is wheelchair, stroller
and dog friendly. Cyclists are encouraged
to strap on their sneakers for the run.

The event is a celebration of the com-

pleted separation of Chicago’s entire 18-
mile Lakefront Trail, which runs from Ar-
dmore Ave. on the north to 71st St. on the
south. The trail is now separated into two
distinct paths for cyclists and pedestrians
to alleviate areas of congestion.

Improvements to the lakefront extend
the trail, with improvements to Leone
Beach Park in Rogers Park, triathlon train-
ing amenities at Ohio St. Beach and the re-
vitalization of North Ave. Beach.

“Finishing the Lakefront Trail Separa-
tion is a major celebration for thousands
of people who use the trail every day, and
we’ll be marking this accomplishment with
the 5K run,” said Mayor Rahm Emanuel.
“I invite you to join me and hundreds of
our fellow Chicagoans as we cut the ribbon
on our world-class trail by running through
the tape together.”

Oz Park tree lighting

ceremony Dec. 1

The Oz Park Advisory Council
and Lincoln Central Assoc. are host-
ing the annual Holiday Tree Lighting
Ceremony in Oz Park 5 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 1. This event will also in-
clude caroling by Lincoln Park High
singers.

Pre-Lighting festivities from 3 to
5 p.m. that same afternoon and may
find Santa Claus visiting the park.

BROADWAY'’S MOST
AWARD-WINNINGEST
COMEDY!

THE PLAY THAT GOES

WRON

"HILARIOUS! NONSTOP PANDEMONIUM.

DECEMBER 4-16 - SR'sAT®e

(800)775-2000 * BROADWAYINCHICAGO.com

GROUPS 10+ (312)977-1710 * TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL BROADWAY IN CHICAGO BOX OFFICES
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in Chicago to experience the sumptuous
voice of international star soprano, offer-
ing audiences the opportunity to hear her
in some of her favorite repertoire, accom-
panied by esteemed pianist
Malcolm Martineau. She
will be joined in a few se-
lections by mezzo-soprano
Jennifer Johnson Cano
and Lyric’s concertmaster
Robert Hanford.

KEEP IT IN THE
FAMILY: Just in time for
the holidays, are two first
cousins in a well known,
well-propertied family
about to acknowledge that
they have become an item
of affection and amore?
Each cuz is bright, hand-

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

WHO’S WHERE: The sweet Doria-
Pamphilj/Braga Family are in Venice...
Maestro Stanley Paul celebrates with
Nancy Kelley and Mamie Walton at Palm
Springs Marrakech Club ... Cynthia Olson
has slipped away to Viet Nam looking re-
gal... Peggy Snorf wing-
ing her way to Norfolk,
VA... Monsignor Ken
Velo grabbing some Hel-
lenic food for dinner at
Greek Islands... Jolanta
Ruege on her way to War-
saw to be with a brother in
need... Rose O’Neill look-
ing fabulous in Chanel and
sharing Thanksgiving din-
ner with her sister, Alice
O’Neill Lamb and nieces
Libby Lamb Lucas and
Katie Lamb Heinz and
their families at the Rac-

some, ivy, raised on oppo- Cynthia Olson

quet Club. Hector Gusta-

site coasts and apparently
understands the attraction and detraction.
Time will tell. Please pass the Turkey.

CINEMA OPERA: The Magic Flute,
Mozart’s mystical fable returns to select
cinemas Dec. 1 only. Don’t miss this pro-
duction.

vo Cardenas and Marius
Morkvenas, traveling to El Nido, Pasay
City, Philippines... St. Ignatius Prep’s
Finnbar Kibby learning the most valuable
lesson grandpa Bill Gainer can teach in
the kitchen: how to carve a turkey... HRH
the Duke of Cambridge keeping a sharp

emerald city theatre

presents

Anna Netrebko

eye on his papa, Prince Charles, full of
energy and delighting in the approaching
crown, but not coping well at the thought
of losing his mummy and the end of the
Age of Elizabeth.

HUBBARD STREET DANCE:
Danc(e)volve: New Works Festival fea-
turing world premieres by Hubbard Street
artists Alice Klock, Florian Lochner and
Rena Butler, beginning Thursday, Dec. 6
at 7:30 p.m., Harris Theater for Music and
Dance, 205 E. Randolph St.

Nancy Kelley,
Walton.

Stanley Paul and Mamie

Hector Gustavo Cardenas and Marius
Morkvenas.

dio and look through some very reasonably
priced works of art are invited to do so on

P A R K Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
WEST: Dec. at 1059 N. Winchester (near Division and
28, 8 p.m., start Damen). Park —
yourNew Year’s in the ga-
celebrationearly rage  apron
with Nashville on Thomas
recording art- St. and en-
ist Doug Allen ter the studio
pted for the stage by David W Nash and a cap- through the
From the book by Roald Da tivating musical side garden
Directed by Jacqueline Sto tribute  show gate. Call
' : to “The Man 312-735-
Neil Diamond in Black” and 8101 if you
Neil Diamond... Two American icons! The need  assis-
You're invited to a fox’s feast! evening also includes state-of-the-art pro- tance. Johnny Cash
jected big-screen images that highlight the I stopped onnny ~-as

DECEMBER 9, 2018 -

JANUARY 12, 2019

at Victory Gardens Theater, 2433 N Lincoln Ave, Chicago

life and times of Nash, Cash and Diamond.
From The Las Vegas Sun: “Nashville re-
cording artist Doug Allen Nash captures
the appearance, vocals, speech, manner-

believing in Santa Claus when I was six.
Mother took me to see him in a depart-
ment store and he asked for my auto-
graph. — Shirley Temple

isms and spirit of these icons.” Park West
e Theater, 322 W. Armitage.
o= OPEN STUDIO: Anyone who would
like to stop by the Tom O’Gorman Stu-

tog515@gmail.com

THE ORIGINAL STAGE PRODUCTION THAT HAS
TERRIFIED OVER 8 MILLION PEOPLE ACROSS THE WORLD
NOW COMES TO CHICAGO!

“THE WOMAN IN BLACK
REMAINS ONE OF BRITISH
THEATRE'S BIGGEST -
AND SCARIEST - HITS.”

The Guardian

“OHMY! OHMY! OHMY!”

“THE BEST”" “SPECTACULAR”
SUSAN HILL'S

MAN

“THRILLING”
“GREAT”

“TERRIFIC”
“SUPERB”

THE\A/
NBLACK

ADAPTED BY

STEPHEN MALLATRATT

DIRECTOR

ROBIN HERFORD

-

- T ) y

i RPN | i, B
\;;‘A MASTERPIECE” '
\PS ,

porchlight

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT!
PERFORMANCES THROUGH FEBRUARY 17

ROYAL GEORGE THEATRE
1641 N HALSTED, CHICAGO

il - — Lt ]

MUST CLOSE

DEC 29!

312.988.9000 www.thewomaninblack.com ticketmaster
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? A\ f@ TO THE

'ORLD * Saturday, December 8

Christmas at The Moody Church

LL' " Bending Towards the Light
4:00 pm.
YOU’'RE Advent Services
INVITED! Sundays beginning December 2 at 10:00am A benefit for
47" Annual Christmas Concert Chicago Canine Rescue

Sunday December 9 at 6:00pm

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Monday December 24 at 6:00pm
. _"' i

T\épgRCH 1630 No Clark * Chicago, lllinois 60614 . ‘ . .
312.327.8600 * moodychurch.org [ Oy -
Saint Luke Church
.. 1500 W. Belmont, Chicago
\‘;._? 773-472-3383 www.stlukechicago.org/jazz

Lift Up Lgur Voice [y s

Free will offering will benefit
Chicago Canine Rescue

Free Christmas Cnnceptjw {1 \v ) O
Sunday, Dec 1 at 1 PM TELY e
Second Church of Christ, Scientist =
100N Pine Grove Ave Chicago, I1 60614

7

-FIRESIDE’S ANNUAL-

9:00*AM:+++3:00PM-
ORUNTIL-SUPPLIES-LAST

HOME-MADE-COOKIES-

HAND-DIPPED-CANDIES-
OUR-FAMOUS-CHEESESPREADS- %

HOLIDAY*GIFTS*DECORATIONS .-

-DECEMBER - + «COLLECTIBLES-
15th lsth 22nd z3rd RESALE-TABLE- %
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WEEKENDS IOAM TIL 3PM-

.,. o ] : 4925+N«LINCOLN-AVE--
; 4 A e CHICAGO-IL*60625
5139 N. Ravenswood Ave. § ‘

Firesidechicago.com
1713.561.7433 '
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Police
Beat....

Second bust
for Streeterville drug kingpin

A man who was freed on bail
to await trial for allegedly having
$170,000 worth of pot and crack
in his Streeterville high-rise apart-
ment is now charged with having
$296,000 worth of cannabis, THC,
cocaine, and Xanax in his new high-
rise apartment downtown.

We first reported on Brandon
West, 24, in Sept. 2017 after police
raided his 36th floor apartment in
the 400 block of N. McClurg.

Cops in

2017  said

they recov-

ered 35 lbs.

of weed

and liquid

THC worth
$158,550

inside  two

+ bedroom
- safes.  Also

Brandon West

recovered
were 1.5 pounds of suspected crack
cocaine; 72 suspected ecstasy pills;
and two liters of suspect Codeine
along with three loaded handguns,
$12,162 cash, three scales, and a
currency counter, police said.

At the time, West claimed to be
“just an accountant,” according to
police.

West was charged with a laundry
list of felony narcotics charges. He
then posted bond to go free and sit
at home on electronic monitoring.
That case continues to make its way
through the court system.

On Nov. 20, police armed with a
search warrant raided electronical-
ly-monitored West’s new apartment
on the 16th floor of a high-rise in the
first block of W. Superior.

Police recovered $257,000 worth
of liquid THC; about four pounds of
cannabis; 51 grams of cocaine; 400
Xanax pills; five counterfeit $100
bills; a digital scale; a currency coun-
ter, and grinding equipment, ac-
cording to prosecutors.

Now, in addition to the pending
case from 2017, West is facing new
charges of Class X manufacture-
delivery of cannabis; felony posses-
sion of cocaine; and two counts of
felony possession of a controlled
substance.

He is currently being held with-
out bail.

Former DePaul staffer found
with stolen computers

Yinggian Lucas was placed in cus-
tody after a search warrant at her
residence revealed that she was in
possession of computer equipment
taken from DePaul Univ.

Yinggian entered the campus us-
ing her campus ID card after being
laid-off. She took several laptops
without permission and continued
using them at her residence on
the 1200 block of W. Dickens Ave.
Detectives were able to determine
the location of the laptops via the IP
address being used. The IP address
was attached to the subscriber’s
home address. A search warrant
was conducted at that location and
all computer equipment taken was
recovered. The offender was subse-
quently identified and placed into
custody at her residence 7:55 p.m.
Nov. 20.

Shots fired during robbery
in Lakeview East

Armed robbers fired at least one
gunshot during a robbery in Lakev-
iew East Nov. 19, according to Chi-

cago police and a witness. No one was
injured, and no one is in custody.

The incident unfolded around 11:30
p.m. in the 500 block of W. Roscoe.

“| was outside walking the dog and
heard the gunshot and the silver car
speeding down the street,” the wit-
ness, a woman who lives nearby, said.

Police said three offenders ap-
proached the victim on the street and
fired at least one gunshot from a re-
volver.

“I'm not sure if they were trying to
carjack him since he was attempting
to move his mom’s car up the street
when they approached him and took
his coat and iPhone,” she added.

Police said the get-away vehicle is a
light-colored Hyundai Elantra. Coinci-
dentally, a light blue Hyundai Elantra
was taken in a carjacking committed
by three men in Uptown on the morn-
ing of Nov. 18. Less than two hours
later, a casino shuttle bus passenger
was robbed by armed men who at-
tempted to carjack the vehicle near
Irving Park Rd. and Pine Grove.

The robbers in Monday'’s incident
on Roscoe were described as three
black men in their early 20's who stand
about 5'-8"tall. One wore a black mask
and a red coat. Another wore a black
coat. And the third, who fired the gun,
wore a blue or black jacket. They were
last seen heading west on Roscoe to-
ward Broadway in the Elantra.

North Side “Porch Pirate”
gets probation

A Wrigleyville “porch pirate” who
got busted stealing packages that
contained a headboard bracket and
a box of coffee packets has received
a sentence of
30-months
probation. The
plea agree-
ment called for
Ryan Dale, 33,
to plead guilty
to a reduced
charge of theft
with a prior
conviction while prosecutors agreed
to drop three additional burglary and
two theft charges.

Judge William O'Brien approved
the deal and ordered Dale to pay a
$544 fine.

Police said Dale was carrying stolen
packages belonging to five different
residents of the Wrigleyville neigh-
borhood when they arrested him last
January.

Ryan Dale

Salon staff pepper-sprayed
during robbery

Three people posed as customers in
a Boystown-area nail salon, received
treatments, then pepper-sprayed the
staff and robbed them of property
around 8:30 p.m. Nov. 21, police said.
Two offenders are in custody.

Police said the trio entered TJM Nail
&Wax at 3161 N. Halsted and asked to
have their nails done. When it came
time to pay, the offenders sprayed a
large amount of pepper gas inside the
salon and stole the company’s laptop
as well as one of the worker’s hand-
bags, according to police.

The staff, overcome by the noxious
gas, fled into Halsted St., asking pass-
ers-by to call for help, according to a
witness.

Two offenders were arrested nearby
after brief foot chases, police said. Still
at-large is a transgender woman with
long black hair who was wearing a
pink, puffy waist-length jacket.

Police officers recovered the store’s
computer and the employee’s purse.

Serial burglar sentenced

Mark Walker, who was charged with
14 counts of burglary in Lakeview and
then escaped from electronic moni-
toring to begin burglarizing again, has
reached a plea deal.

Walker, 49, pleaded guilty to five
counts of burglary, one count of

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Kane Kellet

Man busted with $317K of meth

A man from the northwest suburbs
is in a big, big pile of trouble after he
allegedly signed for a U.S. mail pack-
age that contained $317,000 worth of
methamphetamine in the 2100 block
of W. Belmont last week.

Kane Kellet, also known as Wil-
liam Curry and Harjodh Singh, signed
for the package at a shipping store
around 2 p.m. last Thursday and police
pulled him over a few minutes later in
the 2800 block of N. Clybourn, accord-
ing to court records.

Prosecutors say the package con-
tained 950 grams—slightly more than
two pounds—of meth and Kellet was
carrying 20 Ecstasy pills and a fake ID.

Kellet is charged with Class X fel-
ony manufacture-delivery of meth-

amphetamine; felony possession of
methamphetamine; felony possession
of Ecstasy, and felony possession of
a fraudulent ID. Judge John Lyke or-
dered him held without bail.

Methamphetamine, also known as
speed, Tina, and crystal is a powerful
stimulant that allows some users to
stay awake for days at a time.

In 2010, Kellet was sentenced to six-
months in jail for flipping off a judge
who was handling a case in which he
was charged with home invasion in
Crystal Lake. Kellet eventually pleaded
guilty to the home invasion and re-
ceived a six-year sentence. His lawyer
at the time said the plea deal “[gave]
him the best chance to be released
quickly and start a new life”

forgery, and one count of possessing
a controlled substance. He was sen-
tenced to seven 6-year terms to be
served concurrently by Judge Jackie
Portman-Brown. Nearly a dozen other
felonies were dropped in the plea
agreement.

His parole date has not yet been
set, but given lllinois’ standard 50%
sentencing reduction for anticipated
good behavior and 308 days credit for
time spent in jail awaiting trial, Walker
will likely be released in about 2-1/2
years.

Walker was accused of break-
ing into over a dozen cars that were
parked in condominium complex ga-
rages around Lakeview in Dec. 2017.
Judge Stephanie Miller, a torchbearer
for Cook County’s “affordable bail”
initiative, released Walker on a recog-
nizance bond
and “home
electronic
monitoring.”
Walker listed a
homeless shel-
ter on the Near
West Side as his
residence.

Walker went
Mark Walker AWOL and a
warrant was issued for his arrest. He
found himself back in custody in April
when an off-duty Chicago cop found
him hiding in the women’s room of a
West Loop martial arts studio.

In Walker’s backpack, cops say they
found a Marathon brand watch; a
mini-projector; two tablets; car keys;
firearms training magazines; a non-
functional training pistol; blank busi-
ness checks; a laptop; and two screw-
drivers.

Charges filed in bogus
carjacking story, auto crash

Charges are pending after a hit-
and-run driver fled the scene of a crash
on Lake Shore Dr., ditched his car in
Streeterville, and then told police that
his vehicle had been carjacked, ac-
cording to police and witnesses. The
auto accident late on Thanksgiving
night was captured on dashcam video
by a passing Lyft driver.

Angel Ramos, 20, is charged with
felony disorderly conduct — false re-
port; misdemeanor leaving the scene
of an accident; misdemeanor driving
on a suspended license; and a traffic
violation. Alvin Vazquez-Cruz, 24, is
charged with felony disorderly con-

duct - false report. Both men live in
the Belmont Cragin neighborhood,
police said.

Retired Chicago Police Officer
Keith Lutz's dashcam was rolling with
his Lyft passengers in the back seat
around 11:45
p.m. Slow-mo-
tion playback
shows a driver
heading south
on LSD ignores ~
a red light,
then swerves
and slides =
Sidewaysl ap- Angel Ramos
parently to avoid a white SUV that is
making a turn. The sideways-sliding
car then crashes into another south-
bound vehicle as the autos speed out
of camera range. The car that slid out
of control then fled the scene, accord-
ing to police.

A few minutes later, two men and
woman flagged down police near Su-
perior and Fairbanks in Streeterville.
The man told police that he had just
been carjacked of his 1996 Honda Ac-
cord by two men who forced him and
the woman from the car at gunpoint.

Lutz gave
a  statement
about the crash
to police of-
ficers and con-
tinued on his
way — only to
discover  the
heavily-dam-
aged Honda
Accord at Hu-

Alvin Vazquez-Cruz

ron and McClurg, about a block from

where the “carjacking” was being re-
ported.

Investigators soon determined that
the carjacking report was bogus —
an attempt to cover-up responsibility
for the crash that had taken place on
Lake Shore Dr., according to a police
source.

“They're lucky nobody was killed,”
said Lutz, who spent years in CPD’s
traffic unit. “The cars had enough
damage to have a fatal [injury].”

AWOL robbery defendant,
bailed out by “charity bond fund,”
back in jail

A transgender woman who has re-
peatedly skipped bail while awaiting
trial for allegedly robbing a man in
Boystown is back in custody after she
attacked a CTA canine officer, accord-

ing to police and court records.

Keneth Manning, 21, has been re-
peatedly freed from jail by the Chica-
go Community Bond Fund (CCBF), a
charity that works to eliminate cash
bail and to post bond for individuals
who say they cannot afford to post
themselves.

In the case of Manning, we report-
ed last month, the CCBF has repeat-
edly posted bail for Manning despite
her repeated failures to show up in
court and comply with the terms of
her release.

Most recently, Manning had been
in the wind since she skipped court
on Sept. 20. A warrant was issued for
her arrest.

Then, shortly after 7 a.m. Oct. 25,
a CTA canine security contractor ap-
proached Manning on a train at the
Howard Red Line CTA station. Man-
ning would have to exit the train be-
cause he had reached the end of the
line, the guard said.

Manning attacked the guard,
splitting the man’s lip, biting his
right hand, and causing a laceration
to the victim’s face, according to po-
lice. The 30-year-old guard detained
Manning for police.

Police say Manning identified
herself to officers as Daniel Moore, a
man, who had never been arrested
before, according to court records.
Fingerprint records revealed her
true identity.

Manning later pleaded guilty to
battering the CTA guard and was
sentenced to 18 days in jail and one
year of court supervision by Judge
Anthony Calabrese. Separately,
Judge Peggy Chiampas ordered
Manning held without bail on the
pending Boystown robbery charge.
Manning is due back in court on
Dec. 20.

Man robbed
in Millenium Park restroom

Police said a 65-year-old man was
robbed at gunpoint while using a
restroom in Millenium Park Nov.
17 as the city’s annual BMO Harris
Bank Magnificent Mile Lights Festi-
val tree-lighting parade took place
nearby. No one is in custody.

The victim told police that he was
using a men’s room on the north
end of the park around 5:50 p.m.
when two men approached him
and demanded his valuables while
pointing a gun to his head.

According to a police report, the
offenders got away with cash and a
cellular phone.

The victim sought help from a
park security guard, but the robbers
managed to slip away into the large
crowds that were enjoying holiday
celebrations downtown.

Police said the robbers were two
black males in their late teens or ear-
ly 20's. One was about 5’-5" tall, the
other about 5-8" tall.

Series of robberies

A series of street hold-ups have
been reported recently around
Lakeview and Uptown. At 9:20
p.m. Nov. 22, an Uptown woman
was robbed of her car keys and cell
phone in an alley between the 4500
blocks of N. Paulina and N. Ashland.
The woman suffered facial injuries
from a man who implied that he was
armed. She described the man as
being black, over 6'-tall, and wear-
ing an olive green hoodie with black
pants. He was last seen heading
southbound and then westbound.

A senior citizen was knocked to
the ground in an attempted robbery
outside the Sheridan Red Line CTA
station Nov. 19, police said. The vic-
tim was attacked just before 6 p.m.
by a man who then tried to take his
valuables. An ambulance was called
to treat the victim. Police described
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Allegations of home invasion,
sexual abuse, twists, turns, and...
finally... a verdict: Guilty!

BY CWBCHICAGO.COM

One of the strangest cases that
this newspaper has ever covered
is winding down in criminal court
after a jury returned guilty ver-
dicts against accused home in-
vader and sexual abuser Joseph
Kopacz.

The road from Kopacz’s Oct.
2016 arrest to this month’s jury
verdict was long, winding, and
filled with bizarre details.

Around 8:30 a.m.Oct. 15,2016,
Kopacz was arrested in the back-
yard of a home in the 3800 block
of N. Kenmore—about a block
north of Wrigley Field. Prosecu-
tors said Kopacz had crawled into
a 23-year-old man’s bed, put his
face on the victim’s crotch, and
tried to remove the man’s under-
wear. But the victim woke up and
Kopacz ran out of the house, only
to be tackled in the backyard by
the victim and his roommates, po-
lice said.

Kopacz allegedly begged them,
“Let me go. I’'m a good person. I
just have a problem. I’ll go to jail
for the rest of my life,” according
to prosecutors.

Police say they recovered a
phone from Kopacz that con-
tained photos of the Kenmore vic-
tim and a number of other young
men sleeping as well as a “pros-
tate massager” and lubricant.

The victim and his roommates
told police that a strange man had
been found in their apartment on
previous occasions, but that he
had escaped each time.

A grand jury returned a 12-
count “true bill,” charging Kopacz
with two Class X felony counts of
home invasion - sex offense; four
counts of residential burglary;
three counts of attempted crimi-
nal sexual assault; and two counts
of aggravated criminal sexual
abuse.

The case meandered through
the usual series of routine court
hearings and filings until early
this year when prosecutors asked
Judge Thaddeus Wilson to allow
them to introduce details of a
string of similar crimes that they
say Kopacz has committed since
1990.

e In 2004, a then-23-year-old
man who fell asleep on a couch at
a friend’s Lakeview home awoke
to find Kopacz standing over him
with the victim’s pants down and
Kopacz fondling him, according
to the state’s filings. Nobody in
the apartment knew Kopacz, who
was chased from the home and
detained by the victim and his
friends. Kopacz was convicted of
home invasion and criminal sexu-
al abuse. He served four years of
a 90-month sentence, according

stranger, tickling his feet, accord-
ing to court records.

e In Sept. 1991, a Wisconsin
man allegedly awoke to find Ko-
pacz stand-
ing  over
him, ask-
ing if he
could get
into  bed
with him.
Kopacz ad-
dressed the
victim by
name even
though the
victim had never met Kopacz
before, prosecutors say. Kopacz
fled but he was later caught and
admitted to bringing rope with
the intention of tying the victim
up, according to the prosecutors’
court motion.

e In July 1990, yet another
Eau Claire man woke up to find
Kopacz fondling him. The vic-
tim and his roommates chased
Kopacz and cops later tracked
Kopacz down based on a license
plate number that the victim gave
them, according to an order Wil-
son wrote granting the state’s re-
quest to introduce the previous
crimes.

Wilson said Wisconsin pros-

Joseph Kopacz

ecutors filed six charges against
Kopacz, of which he was convict-
ed of two: second-degree sexual
assault of a sleeping person and
burglary, bringing a sentence of
10-years probation.

Just nine days after Wilson
granted the state’s motion to intro-
duce details of the earlier crimes,
Kopacz had a stunner of his own:
He gave prosecutors a computer
disc containing a collection of
images of the Kenmore victim
sleeping in the victim’s home on
different dates and in different
rooms of the house.

And, Kopacz had another last-
minute zinger: He claimed that he
had been in a consensual relation-
ship with the Kenmore victim for
nine or 10 months before he was
chased out of the home and tack-
led in the backyard.

But the victim denied Kopacz’s
claims and the state argued that
the disc full of images indicates
that Kopacz had been in the vic-
tim’s home repeatedly before be-
ing caught. Prosecutors filed a
motion seeking a court order for
Kopacz to surrender the devices
he used to take the images of his
alleged victim so they may be fo-

GUILTY see p. 15
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“Mob Mile” strikes again:
Swarm of teens beat,
rob soldier near Michigan Ave.

BY CWBCHICAGO.COM

The Magnificent Mile’s infa-
mous teen mobs were out in force
on Black
Friday and
police  say
one man who
fell victim to
the hordes is

a U.S. Army

soldier. A

large  group | TS

of teenagers - viernon Reeves
that  police

shooed away from Water Tower
Place on Friday afternoon wound
up beating and robbing the mili-
tary man inside the State-Chicago
Red Line CTA station minutes
later, according to police reports
and CPD sources.

Police moved the group of teens
away from Water Tower shortly
after 2 p.m. on Black Friday. Less
than 20 minutes later, police tacti-
cal teams assigned to the nearby
“L” station reported that “a mob
went into the subway and wound
up robbing somebody.”

That somebody was a 31-year-
old soldier in the U.S. Army who
was helping a woman exit the
train, prosecutors said today. The

mob argued with the soldier about
being inconvenienced by his
courtesy and then attacked, beat,
and robbed him as he tried to walk
up to street level. The soldier suf-
fered swelling and bruising across
his face and body, according to a
police report.

Police arrested two adults and
two juveniles at the scene.

Jimmy Williams and Vernon
Reeves, both
18, are each
charged with
felony rob-
bery and
felony aggra-
vated battery.
Williams was
ordered held | /
in lieu of
$50,000 bail.
A judge set bail for Reeves was
set at $100,000.

Prosecutors said Williams is on
probation for crimes committed
as a juvenile. Reeves is on proba-
tion for robbery and aggravated
battery as a juvenile, according to
prosecutors.

No information was immedi-
ately available about the two ju-
veniles who were taken into cus-
tody.

Jimmy Williams
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to court records.

¢ In Feb. 1992, an Eau Claire,
WI, man awoke to find his legs
tied together, tape over his mouth,
and Kopacz fondling him, pros-
ecutors said. Kopacz fled, then
allegedly called the victim to tell
him what he had done.

The next day, another Eau
Claire man awoke in his apart-
ment to find Kopacz, a complete

HAPPY HOUR: 4-7PM MON,TUES, THUS,FRI

(/i‘rD EB 1/2 PRICE DRINKS,

DRAFTS & MENU ITEMS
F.IAF .ﬁ-. &R Il.l.

Dine m Ouly. Soms Restricbaen May Roply

950 W. ARMITAGE

Our Family at Your Service

Call 773-724-9272

jblantonplumbing.com
5126 N. Ravenswood Ave.
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MENTION THIS AD AT ACCOUNT

OPENING TO REDEEM THE BONUS! | WFCO0ADTA100

TOTAL ACCESS CHECKING

Get free ATMS and we’ll refund the fee!?

Only $100 new money required to open'

$100 BONUS®

when you open a new Total Access Checking account by 12/31/18,
enroll in online banking, activate e-statements through the bank
website, and complete a direct deposit within the qualification period.

WINTRUST

Chicago

CHICAGO’S NEIGHBORHOOD BANKS

Gladstone Park ¢ Logan Square ¢ Loop ¢ Mayfair ¢ Mont Clare « Near West
Norridge e North Center  Old Town e Pilsen e Ravenswood e River North
Rogers Park « Roscoe Village » Sauganash e Streeterville » Wrigleyville
312-291-2900 | www.wintrustbank.com

Proud to be part of the WINTRUST family

1. General Information. New Money is money not held in an account at the Bank at the time of account opening. 2.
ATM Fees. The bank does not charge its customers a monthly card usage fee. No transaction charge at any ATM in the
Allpoint, MoneyPass, or Sum surcharge-free networks. Other banks outside the network may impose ATM surcharges at their
machines. Surcharge fees assessed by owners of other ATMs outside the network will be reimbursed. Reimbursement does
not include the 110% International Service fee charged for certain foreign transactions conducted outside the continental
United States. 3. Total Access Checking Account. The promotion is not available to existing checking customers of the
Bank. Active employees of Wintrust Financial Corp. and its subsidiaries are not eligible for this promotion. Limit 1 checking
bonus payment per customer, regardless of the number of accounts opened. In order to receive a bonus payment, your
account(s) must be open and have a balance greater than zero when the bonus payment is made. The $100 bonus is subject
to IRS1099-INT reporting and may be considered income for tax purposes for the tax year in which the bonus was paid. If all
bonus qualifications are met, you will receive a $100.00 bonus credit to your account within 30 calendar days following the
end of the Qualification Period. The Qualification Period is 2 consecutive calendar months following the calendar month the
account is opened. To qualify for the bonus, you must: 1) Open a new Total Access Checking Account during the promotional
period which continues until December 31, 2018. 2) Tell us you are aware of the promotion at the time you open the account.
3) Deposit $100.00 or more in new money within 10 business days of account opening. 4) Have your qualifying direct
deposit made to this account within the Qualification Period. “Direct Deposit” means any payment made by a government
agency, employer, or other third-party organization which is made via an electronic deposit. Direct deposits do not include
teller/ATM/mobile or remote deposits, wire transfers, Online Banking/telephone transfers between

accounts at the bank, external transfers from other accounts at other financial institutions, and/or ATM/

debit card transfers and deposits. 5) Enroll in online banking and activate e-statements through the Bank MEMBER

website within the Qualification Period. FDI CENDER
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Gallery 1070’s Auxiliary Building at 1101 W. Granville will be the venue for the Dec. 8 concert.

Edgewater artists group
hosts Dec. 8 fundraising concert

STORY AND PHOTO BY BOB KITSOS

Edgewater Artists in Motion, which op-
erates Gallery 1070 on Granville and the
Edgewater Arts Festival, is holding a Holi-
day Fundraiser Concert beginning at 7 p.m.
on Dec. 8 at the Gallery’s Auxiliary Build-
ing at 1101 W. Granville. Artists in Mo-
tion showcases original art by Edgewater
artists.

The concert boasts a lineup that in-
cludes the soulful, rocking, original music
of Acres to Miles and the Chicago group,
Great Moments in Vinyl, who will be per-
forming the best of Elton John’s Goodbye
Yellow Brick Road and other hits.

President Kevin Flynn said, “The con-

cert will help raise funds, and Elton John’s
music is a great draw.” Concert tickets are
$25 and include two glasses of wine, craft
beers, or non-alcoholic beverages. Visit the
organization’s website to purchase tickets.

Artists in Motion is a not-for-profit or-
ganization that was started in 2009 by Rae
Ann Cecrle, a neighborhood resident and
property owner, to enhance Edgewater’s
appeal as a vibrant, pedestrian-friendly
commercial district and to assist existing
business and attract new business. The
organization also hopes to establish Edge-
water as a premier cultural destination in
Chicago for the long-term benefit of the
community.
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Art on theMart underway,
seeking submissions for 2019

TheMart has a new look. Wednesday
— Sunday, now through Dec. 31 from 7
p.m. — 9 p.m., theMart transforms into Art
on theMart, the newest addition to Chica-
go’s public art scene and the largest digital
art projection in the world.

Seasonal imagery started on Nov. 17,
and will culminate in a special New Year’s
Eve viewing. The digital artworks use 34
projectors located across the river from the
building to illuminate the river facade of
theMart.

Art on theMart comes with a historically
large canvas for the show. The Merchan-
dise Mart was the largest building in the

world when it was completed in 1930. At
340’ tall, it offers 91,000 square feet (more
than two acres) of facade as a projection
screen. The show will run five nights a
week, 10 months of the year, for 30 years.
Vornado Realty paid $8 million for the en-
tire endeavor, delivered with no advertise-
ment or branding.

The project is currently seeking individ-
ual artists for their March 2019 program-
ming, and also seeking artists or teams of
artists for their Year of Chicago Theatre
alignment for June 2019 programming.

For more information, visit artonthe-
mart.com.

RENT fromp. 1

are black and 22% are Hispanic or Latino,
down from 28% and 25% in 2010.

“I'm someone who really loves my
neighborhood and really love Rogers Park
because of the diversity and I really don’t
want to see the neighborhood change the
way it’s changing,” says Judith Cooper,
a landlord who supports the rent control
bill.

Cooper, who rents out one of the units of
the two-flat where she lives, says realtors
looking to make a quick profit have been
increasing their footprint in the neighbor-
hood. Property values and, with them,
property taxes, are increasing, she says,
which causes more turnover and higher
rents. She sees the rent control bill, and its

built-in incentives for small landlords to
keep rent low and make improvements, as
a way to level the playing field.

“Getting some kind of tax credit for do-
ing repairs would be really helpful,” she
said.

Sandra, who is still negotiating with her
landlord over her proposed rent increase,
said it will be a hard battle to pass rent con-
trol. But the growing momentum, and the
opportunity to work with the Jane Addams
Senior Caucus, gives her hope.

“With poverty comes powerlessness,”
she said. “It gives a little bit of hope that
there could be changes that would protect
me somewhat.”

Editor’s note: Sandra’s name has been
changed to protect her identity.



