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If every day is an awakening,  
you will never grow old.  
You will just keep growing.

—  Gail Sheehy
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If every day  
is an awakening,  
you will never  
grow old. You will  
just keep growing.

—  Gail Sheehy

BY DON DEBAT
The Home Front

Financially squeezed and ap-
parently abandoned by local gov-
ernment, the North Side’s senior 
fixed-income property owners 
are wondering if they will have 
to sell their homes and move to 
rental apartments or out of state 
in 2026 to avoid foreclosure and 
bankruptcy.

Homeowners who may have 
paid off their mortgages, could be 
losing them over an inability to 
pay the property taxes.

On Nov. 14, after months of un-
certainty and repeated delays, 
Cook County officials finally 
mailed the second installment of 
the 2024 property tax bills. Pay-
ment of the tax bill, normally due 
on Aug. 1, now has been pushed to 
Dec. 15, 10 days prior to Christ-
mas.

For the 31st straight year, prop-
erty taxes have gone up in Cook 
County. About 76% of homeown-
ers will pay more on Dec. 15 this 
year—with those in predomi-
nantly minority neighborhoods 
on the South and West sides fac-
ing dramatic increases, according 
to Cook County Treasurer Maria 
Pappas.

“For the tax year of 2024, Chi-
cago homeowners will pay $469.4 
million more than they paid in 

Skyrocketing property taxes 
hammer fixed-income owners

2023 because of the tax shift from 
commercial to other properties,” 
Pappas said. 

The median residential tax bill 
in the city of Chicago skyrocketed 
a wallet-biting 16.6% to $4,457, 
the largest increase in 30 years.

Much of the tax hike is attrib-
uted to run-away spending by lo-
cal government. “Chicago public 
schools and other local govern-
ments are asking for half-a-billion 
dollars more than they did a year 
earlier,” Pappas said.

Meanwhile, Illinois property 
taxes remain the second highest 
in the nation, with effective rates 
averaging 2.27% of assessed valu-
ation compared with the national 
average of 1.07%, according to 
analysts at Jaken Finance Group. 
Only New Jersey, with 2.47% has 
a higher tax rate. Cook County’s 
effective property tax rates now 
exceed 2.5%. 

Chicago’s soaring property 
taxes are driven by rising gov-
ernment pension costs, surging 
property assessments, and a shift 
in the tax burden from commer-
cial properties to residential ones. 
Pension costs make up a signifi-
cant and growing portion of Chi-
cago’s budget, with one report 
stating that more than 80% of 
Chicago property taxes in 2022 
went to city pensions.

As a result, the city has repeat-

edly raised property taxes to fund 
its underfunded pension systems, 
which consume a large and grow-
ing portion of the city’s budget. 

Chicagoland now has the second-
highest effective property tax rate 
in the US.

The Home Front column 
learned that one senior “Ma-and-
Pa” owner of a small income prop-
erty in Old Town experienced the 
following: The retired 81-year-old 
who resides in his brownstone 

TAXES see p. 4

The median residential 
tax bill in the city of 
Chicago skyrocketed  

a wallet-biting 16.6%  
to $4,457, the largest 
increase in 30 years.
Much of the tax hike 
is attributed to run-

away spending by local 
government. “Chicago 

public schools and other 
local governments are 

asking for half-a-billion 
dollars more than they 

did a year earlier,”  
Maria Pappas said.

Small Business Improvement 
Fund [SBIF] grant applications 
reopened Dec. 1 for proposed 
projects in the Hollywood/Sheri-
dan Tax Increment Financing 
[TIF] district.

Encompassing 44 blocks of res-
idential, commercial and mixed-
use properties, the Hollywood/
Sheridan TIF is intended to pro-
mote the preservation of existing 
structures and to facilitate the as-
sembly and preparation of vacant 
and underutilized sites for new 
construction projects. 

Key retail corridors targeted for 
TIF-assisted investment include 

Small business grants reopen  
in Edgewater TIF district

portions of Sheridan Rd., Argyle 
St., Broadway, and Thorndale, 
Granville and Foster avenues. 
Funds are targeted for infrastruc-
ture repairs involving streets, 
sidewalks, viaducts, alleys, and 
sewer systems, and transit-related 
projects that facilitate vehicular 
circulation and public transit.

SBIF grants cover up to 90% of 
building improvement costs, with 
a maximum grant of $150,000 
for commercial properties and 
$250,000 for industrial proper-
ties. That money comes from 
other taxpayers within the TIF 
district.

BY CWBCHICAGO

A 36-year-old man accused 
of beating and robbing a CTA 
Red Line passenger with a metal 
meat tenderizer has been ordered 
detained. Prosecutors say he as-
saulted the commuter while al-
ready on pretrial release for two 
other cases.

They said the attack began 
around 7:20 a.m. Sept. 19 as a 31-
year-old Edgewater man rode a 
train toward work. According to 
the state’s detention petition, Jack 
Gray approached the unsuspect-
ing rider near the 69th Street sta-
tion, demanded his property, and 
threatened him with the metal 
tenderizer.

Officials said Gray then beat 
the man in the face and body with 
the tenderizing mallet, punched 

CTA robber beat victim  
with meat tenderizer

Mugshot of Jack Gray, right, and a surveillance image of the robbery  
suspect provided by CPD.

him, and kneed him repeatedly, 
shattering his eyeglasses in the 
process. After the victim was soft-
ened up, Gray allegedly grabbed 
a bag containing his schoolwork, 
an iPhone, and AirPods.

Prosecutors told the court that 
Gray also pulled out a large knife 
and displayed it before stepping 
off the train.

Chicago police released a com-
munity alert on September 24 that 
included a surveillance image of 
the attacker. Gray was recently 
identified and arrested.

During his detention hearing, 
Judge John Hock ordered Gray 
held in jail pending trial and not-
ed that he was already on pretrial 
release for two separate retail 
theft cases when the Red Line at-
tack occurred.

BY BOB KITSOS

Shoppers have a few more 
weeks to take advantage of the 
Rogers Park Business Alliance 
[RPBA] Live Love Shop holi-
day rebate program now running 
through Dec. 31. The program 
offers rebates to shoppers who 
patronize independently owned 
businesses in Rogers Park during 
the holiday season. 

RPBA partners with businesses 
hoping to cultivate and sustain 
and economic environment in 
Rogers Park.

“More urgently than ever, small 
business owners are grappling 
with the uncertainty and volatility 
impacting our community, many 
of which are Latino-owned,” said 
Sandi Price, executive director 

Shop small for big deals  
in Rogers Park rebate program

A 9th District Candidates Forum co-hosted by the West Ridge 
Community Organization and the West Ridge Action Network 
will be held 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan.15, 2026.  

There are currently 15 candidates vying to replace longtime 
U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky, 81, who has held the position since 
1999. The Forum will be held at Warren Park, 6601 N. Western 
Ave.

Ninth District  
Candidates forum Jan. 14

of RPBA. “We’re calling on our 
neighbors to rally behind these 
businesses by doing their shop-
ping in the community.”

One of the many reasons cited 
for shopping with small locally-
owned stores is that community 
businesses often hire local em-
ployees and reinvest profits back 
into the neighborhood. Shopping 
small also means gaining access 
to distinctive products not found 
at national chains.

Price said, “Every dollar spent 
at an independently owned busi-
ness not only rewards the shopper 
but fuels the vitality and resil-
ience of Rogers Park and support 
our vulnerable small businesses.”  

How the program works
Shoppers who collect $150 or 

more in receipts will receive a 
$50 rebate. Those with receipts 
totaling $200 or more will receive 
a $75 rebate. 

To qualify for the rebate, a com-
pleted rebate form and original  
receipts (hard copy or digital/ 
e-mail confirmation dated be-
tween Nov. 30 and Dec. 31; no 
gift receipts allowed) must be 
turned into RPBA by 4 p.m. Jan. 
8, 2026.

Shoppers may complete a form 
online, download a form, or pick 
up a hard copy from RPBA’s  
office, 1448 W. Morse Ave. Then 
return the completed form along 
with the receipts to RPBA.

For more information and de-
tailed rebate rules, visit rpba.org/
live-love-shop.

Homeowners shocked by tax hikes  
should read bills to find out  

where their money goes, page 3
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Currier and Ives celebrated the quality of everyday American life

What’s your earliest memory? 
Most have no memories as bold 

and complete as those from early 
childhood. Like eating chocolate 
for the first time, first memories 
are the most solid. Reminders of 
favorite things and people. Isn’t 
that Sigmund Freud’s area of in-
terest? 

I still recall shocking folk on the 
first day of school when I balked 
at entering Kindergarten. Thank 
God for a permissive mother. Her 
response was, “It’s ok. Let’s go 
home.” 

All I wanted was my morning 
tea and toast in front of the TV 
watching Dave Garroway doing 
the Today show. I didn’t think, 
then, that boycotting school would 
affect my future later life.

We all need reminding of those 
moments in the past when such 
recollections shine a spotlight on 
what’s really important. For many 
of us getting ready for Christmas 
can be memory therapy. Bringing 
more clearly into view our forgot-
ten past. 

America recovered  from the 
Civil War through a powerful 
national sense of sharing healthy 
recollections in the decades after 
the Civil War.  

All this brought the landscape 
of American living into view, 
demonstrating a unique form of 

patriotism in the way they trea-
sured the paintings, lithographs 
and prints that kept the beauty of 
American life in full display.

No one was more responsible 
for savoring the lifestyles, land-
scapes and pastimes of Ameri-
can living than Currier and Ives 
- printmakers to the American 
People.

Nathaniel Currier (1813-1888) 
and James Merritt Ives (1824-
1895), created a unique pictorial 
view of the nation that flourished 
for much of the 19th century. Dur-
ing that time they created more 
than one million lithographs tell-
ing the story of America’s growth 
and transition from an agricul-
tural society to an industrial na-
tion. The envy of the world. They 
could boast over 7500 titles for 
the works they created.

While fashioning a genre of 
undisputed American self-aware-
ness, the celebration of this coun-
try’s holidays enjoyed a prime fo-
cus for their efforts. Thanksgiving 
and Christmas celebrations in the 
nation’s homes lent themselves 
to focus on the cultural creativ-
ity and subtle nuances of local 
customs. How often have you re-
ceived a Christmas card ripe with 
the stamp and influence of Cur-
rier and Ives?

That’s what America was 
glimpsing when viewing Currier 
and Ives. They held a mirror to 
the American geography and lift-
ed high the landscape of liberty 
and patriotic celebration. 

A nation living by the sheer 
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beauty of its continental iden-
tity.  America was a landscape 
of towns and villages ripe with 
natural beauty. They shared fresh 
identities created by old New 
England’s landscapes.  Vistas en-
hanced by nature, like planets of 
elegant snowfalls. Its citizens able 
to blend, especially in wintery 
conditions, for outdoor entertain-
ments and sport. America was in 
partnership with nature and the 
vast manner in which they em-
braced its charm.

Currier and Ives’ print shop 
was prolific and vastly successful. 
Responsible for establishing deep 
pride in Americans. All this from 
their New York City headquarters 
from 1857-1907, the most dynam-
ic city in the nation.

Sleigh rides, horse and buggy 
outings on snowy roads, chop-
ping down the family Christmas 
trees and sharing the Thanksgiv-
ing turkey and prayerful holiday 
banquet were  favorite moments 
of joy on display through Currier 
and Ives. 

American towns and wintry 
villages are captured, ready for a 
holiday. 

Americans reached to grasp the 
poetic beauty of the landscapes 
as they celebrated our Republic’s 
100th birthday in 1876.

The population uniting in col-
orful customs purely American 
after great change had taken 
place. 

Unity was the strengthening 
agent of “American identity.”

Such festive scenes told view-
ers the fuller story of how Ameri-
cans lived. The way they gathered 
family around them. How they 
set the holiday table. How they 
served the sacred turkey and what 
vittles were along side. Sweet po-
tatoes, traditional stuffing, corn 
bread. Cranberry sauces of var-
ied geographical origins. Winter 
cabbage, perhaps. And luscious 
pumpkin pies or cakes to finish 
off a meal. 

Before photography, litho-
graphs and prints from Currier 
and Ives made sure these great 
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moments of family celebrations 
were immortalized. Freeze-
framing images of American 
life. Prints of Americans enjoy-
ing winter sports like ice skating 
or ice fishing or sledding helped 
them identify with Americans of 
other historic centuries. America 
was healing and restoring itself 
with a  strengthened cultural iden-
tity and self-understanding.

National civility and restored 
national customs were marks of 
the nation’s quaint and happy liv-
ing. 

This is the great cultural divi-
dend that unfolds in Currier and 
Ives’ images. Households could 
hang the freedom and drama of 
these sights in their homes, the 
benefice of hard work and per-
sonal sacrifice.

Snow-covered homes in cozy 
landscapes was the dream come 
true. Sleighs making their way 
through snow-covered country 
roads enhanced the identity of 
a prosperous America in the ro-
mantic rectitude of civil living. 

Images of elegant Christmas 
scenes identified families of sweet 
civil living gathered around their 
tree. Citizens of the nation gath-
ered to engage with one another 
in festive winter sports.

Currier and Ives celebrated the 
social and neighborly quality of 
everyday America life with el-
egance. Their life’s work was not 
merely the skill of their images, 
but the grandeur of the human 
growth and political harmony 
they produced. It’s that partner-
ship with nature that was so criti-
cally important.

So enjoy Currier and Ives this 
holiday. Maybe they can help you 
uncover the Christmas you loved 
the most.

RED KETTLE: Brian  
Bernardoni reminds us it’s time 
for the CBS Chicago Kettle Kick-
off Show. Thrilled to reprise 
this beloved tradition of the Red  
Kettle season and help support 
our neighbors in need throughout 
the holidays.

HANUKKAH: Hanukkah will 
begin Sunday Dec. 14 and contin-
ue till Monday, Dec, 22. The light-

ing of the Menorah begins with a 
single candle and continues each 
night until all eight candles are lit. 
The most important of traditions 
is the lighting each evening of a 
special nine-branched candelabra 
called a ḥanukkiah.

ADVENT: The four weeks of 
preparation for the feast of the 
Nativity. Beginning Sunday, Nov. 
30. Purple Season. Purple Hearts. 
Purple souls. Until Christmas 
Eve, Wednesday, Dec. 24, with 
Christmas on Thursday, Dec. 25.

Some years ago I had a wonder-
ful book published on the Season 
of Advent, a collection of readings 
from wide sources guaranteed to 
add devotion and understand-
ing in preparation for the season, 
called “Advent: A Sourcebook.” 

CHICAGO PAPA: Love the 
photo in Holy Name Cathedral’s 
booklet for the recent celebration 
of Cardinal Blase Cupich’s in-
stallation 11 years ago. A photo of 
the new Archbishop Cupic in his 
“Cathedra” with former previous 
Archbishop, Cardinal George, 
sitting beside him. And looking 
around the image who do you 
spot very nearby? Chicago native 
Bishop Robert Prevost, now Leo 
XIV, who attended the event on 
his way from Rome to Peru. 

life see p. 8

American Christmas by Currier and Ives.
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Third from left, front row, is Bishop Robert Prevost at Cardinal Blase  
Cupich’s Nov. 18, 2014 Installation.
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Yes, we have a dog in this fight. Inside Publications has 
hired legal representation to defend us in Sudler Property 
Management’s defamation suit against this newspaper. 

But lawfare costs money, and we don’t have a lawfare bud-
get. So we are now appealing for your help, and donations.

Below is a link to a GoFundMe page that we established to 
help raise funds to fight this case in the Cook County Circuit 
Court. The page is titled “Your Friendly Neighborhood News-
papers.”

We would appreciate you sharing this link with anyone in 
your network who might like to help out their friendly neigh-
borhood newspapers. Visit: www.gofundme.com/manage/
your-friendly-neighborhood-newspapers.

Subscribing to this newspaper for online weekly issues for  
only $20 a year will also help.  Visit www.insideonline.com

Prefer to stay offline? Mail a check to:  
6221 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60640

We are grateful for your support.

This newspaper vs Sudler Property Mngt.

www.gofundme.com/manage/your-friendly- 
neighborhood-newspapers.f

A free press needs you

Help support  
free speech

By Maria Pappas

Record-high increases in prop-
erty tax bills this month have an-
gered many Cook County prop-
erty owners.

My of-
fice has 
released an 
analysis of 
the nearly 
1.8 million 
tax bills. 
It showed 
that in Chi-
cago the 
median tax 
bill jumped 
16.7%, the 

largest percentage increase in at 
least 30 years. 

And it wasn’t just in Chicago. 
South and southwest suburban ho-
meowners saw a median increase 
of just under 20% to $6,117. Me-
dian bills for north and northwest 
suburban property owners in-
creased by 15.7% to $7,008.

Those spikes are hitting ho-
meowners already dealing with 
higher prices for cars, insurance, 
medical care and groceries. Many 
fear they can no longer afford 
their taxes and wonder what they 
can do.

There’s one thing every prop-

erty owner can do: Read the bill! 
Second Installment 2024 bills 
are online at cookcountytrea-
surer.com, they were mailed Nov. 
14. On the bill you’ll see a sec-
tion called “Where Your Money 
Goes.” It shows which taxing 
bodies are getting your money 
and how much. It also shows if 
your taxes went up or down and 
compares your latest bill to the 
previous year’s. 

If you want even more detail, 
just go to cookcountytreasurer.
com, click on the purple box and 
enter your address or PIN. Then 
navigate to the left side and click 
where it says, “Where Your Mon-
ey Goes.” This reveals the same 
chart that’s on the bill but also lets 
you access the websites of taxing 
bodies, where you can get more 
information. 

I did this so you can become in-
formed about which taxing bodies 
are behind the increases, so you’ll 
know which agencies to hold ac-
countable. Each taxing district 
holds regular public meetings. 
As a taxpayer, you have the right 
to comment publicly and vote on 
certain items often involving how 
your tax dollars are spent. 

If more people questioned their 
elected officials about where their 
money goes, government agencies 

Maria Pappas

Homeowners shocked by tax hikes  
should read bills to find out  

where their money goes
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might work harder to curb spend-
ing.

The second installment due 
date is December 15, 2025. The 
Cook County Treasurer’s Office 
offers several convenient payment 
options: You can pay for free on-
line at cookcountytreasurer.com 
using your bank account or by 

mail using the return envelope in-
cluded with your bill. You can pay 
in person at our downtown office 
at 118 N. Clark St., Room 112 or 
in any Chase Bank branch or at 
more than 100 participating com-
munity banks. Lastly you can pay 
with a credit card, but you’ll have 
to pay a 2.1 % convenience fee to 
the card company.

And although paying taxes nev-
er really feels “convenient,” I hope 
knowing where your money goes 
makes it a little easier to deal with 
the “inconvenient truth” that for 
most of us 2024 taxes went up.

I did this so you can 
become informed about 

which taxing bodies  
are behind the increases, 

so you’ll know  
which agencies  

to hold accountable.

City Hall regulators stunned 
organizers and vendors at the 
popular downtown Christkindl-
market by imposing severe new 
crowd restrictions just hours  
before it opened on Nov. 21. One 
organizer said the market was  
told a mere 12 hours before it 
opened last week that their capac-
ity limit had been dramatically 
reduced.

The Christmas festival is sched-
uled to run through Dec. 24.

On Friday, organizers said that 
the Christkindlmarket at Daley 
Plaza was limited to 1,553 visi-
tors at a time — less than half the 
3,494 people allowed under the 
COVID-19 capacity rules set in 
2021, when social distancing was 
still in place.

“This level of restrictions poses 
an existential threat to the Christ-
kindlmarket and the hundreds 
of artisans, performers, seasonal 
workers, and businesses who de-
pend on the visitors it brings to 
downtown Chicago,” organizers 
said in a news release.

The move has already led to a 
significant drop in vendor reve-
nue, even after vendors each paid 
the city $25,000 to participate in 
the annual event. One vendor said 
sales are down over 40%, as they 
watch those who want to enter 
Christkindlmarket wait in lines 
for hours. In prior years the wait 
in lines to get into the event were 
just a few minutes.

“Every day this goes on is a 
day too long for all of our ven-

New city restriction limits  
crowd size at  

Daley Plaza Christkindlmarket
Last minute change 
damages annual festival

dors, and quite frankly, for all the 
people standing out in the lines,” 
Mark Tompkins, CEO of the Ger-
man American Chamber of Com-
merce of the Midwest [GACC] 
told reporter Cindy Hernandez of 
The Chicago Sun-Times.

“I travel from Munich every 
year to sell my honey products 
and ornaments,” said Sabine Ko-
rger of Biene’s Honighaus told 
Hernandez. “With tariffs and 
now capacity limits, we’ll lose 
significant income. I’m not sure I 
can afford to return next year, or 
even if I will survive this one.”

“Our Chicago workers are los-
ing their hours, they’re losing 
their income,” said Korger. “They 
told me they don’t know how they 
will pay their rent or buy Christ-
mas gifts for their children.”

The Chicago Tribune’s Rick 
Pearson first broke the story on 
Nov. 26, stating that Mayor Bran-
don Johnson’s administration 
placed space requirements on the 
event this year, which has created 
long lines to enter and severely 
restricts the number of people 
who can visit the German-themed 
food and retail booths.

A holiday tradition for 29 
years, the event was launched and 
organized by a subsidiary of the 
German American Chamber of 
Commerce of the Midwest Inc. to 
promote trade between Germany 
and the U.S.

Christkindlmarket organiz-
ers have asked the Johnson’s ad-
ministration to grant a reprieve, 
warning that the event faces an 
uncertain economic future if visi-
tors see long entrance lines, give 

up and stop attending. Adjacent 
Loop businesses also generate  
residual business from Christ-
kindlmarket, and those sales are 
also expect to decline.

They also note that other big-
attendance events in the city, such 
as Lollapalooza, do not have simi-
lar space limits.

Christkindlmarket organizers 
hosted a press conference on Nov. 
28 asking the Mayor’s office to 
reconsider the restrictions.

According to the GACC, 84% 
of German subsidiaries in the U.S. 
plan to increase their investments 
over the next 3 years, and that 
27% without a production facility 
plan to build one in the next three 
years. The total workforce was 
expected to grow 88% in the U.S. 
by 2029. How this insult from the 
Mayor’s office to Germany may 
play out for Chicago in the long 
term will be known in time.

The Veterans Assistance Com-
mission of Cook County is offer-
ing a Veterans Resources Day, 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 4 
at the 50th Ward office, 2949 W. 
Devon. 

Military veterans can attain 
resources tailored to their needs, 
and meet with a veterans service 
officer to assist with enrollment 
for health care, disability and 
compensation, employment, fi-
nancial assistance, and more.  For 
more information call 773-262-
1050.

The North Dearborn Assoc. is 
hosting its 32nd Annual Joy of 
Toys 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 6, at Mario’s Table, 21 
W. Goethe St. 

Those who would like to make 
donation can drop off toys and 
stay for the complimentary 
wine, beer, and soft drinks, and 
take home a free pizza to go.

Donated gifts should be in-
tended for children ages 3 to 11 
years of age.

The 18th District police are 
also hosting a toy drive, and is 
seeking donations now through 
Dec. 10. All donations can be 
dropped off at the 18th District 
lobby, 1160 N. Larrabee Ave. 

They are collecting new toys, 
new coats, hats, scarves, and 
school supplies for youth aged 
5-17. For more information, call 
312-742-5778.

Near North Side 
toy drives

Assistance  
for Vets Dec. 4
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New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon 
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the 
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates 
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL 
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofing Since 1976
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50%OFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATE
SCHEDULE TODAY!

Call 1.833.370.1234

CALL TODAY! 1.833.370.1234

We feature Miele and ORECK  
and service all makes & models
2 Locations!

2646 N. Lincoln Ave., Chicago
773-348-4500

148 N. Oak Park Ave., Oak Park
708-660-9800
Open 7 Days   All Major Credit Cards Accepted

CityHome
Vacuums & More

MENTION THIS AD  
to receive 10% OFF on your order

www.cityhomevacuum.com

3000 N. Broadway
Call 773-348-5510 to arrange curbside pick-up or delivery

www.barryregentcleaners.com

Perfecting “The Art of Clean” since 1950

Optimized cleaning for each garment.  
We have a complete arsenal  
of three cleaning methods;  
two types of dry-cleaning  
PLUS aqua-cleaning.

4-flat, disclosed his taxes rose a 
shocking 21.5%, to $33,566 from 
the $27,628 paid in 2023.

What is even more unbelievable 
is the 144.9% second-installment 
tax increase he received on Nov. 
14, totaling $20,157 is due on 
Dec. 15, only an unforgiving two 
weeks after he received the bill in 
the mail. He paid $13,408 for the 
first installment on March 4. 

The total $5,938 increase for 
2024 would have been even 
more if it were not for the own-
er’s Homestead Exemption, and 
Senior Exemption which saved 
$1,191.

2025 tax bills coming
What is most financially over-

whelming to the senior owner—
who lives on Social Security and 
a small pension—is the first in-
stallment of the 2025 property tax 
bill will be due in four-and-a-half 
months on April 1, 2026. That es-
timated bill will be $20,157 plus 
5%—or a total of $21,185.

the 2025 bill—due on August 1, 
2026—will be a similar or larger 
amount as the first installment of 
2025 taxes.

So, it is possible the North Lin-
coln Square owner could be hit 
with a whopping bill of three tax 
payments totaling $23,743 within 
a mere eight-and-a-half months.

• Logan Square. The owner of 
a greystone 4-flat north of Logan 
Boulevard was billed $17,478, up 
$4,214, or a jaw-dropping 31.7%, 
over the $13,272 paid in 2023. 
The owner’s Homestead Exemp-
tion shaved $664 off the bill.

The owner’s outrageous 179.6% 
second-installment tax increase 
received on November 14th, to-
taled $10,178 and is due on De-
cember 15, 2025. The owner paid 
$7,300 for the first installment on 
March 4.

The first installment of the 
2025 property tax bill will be due 
on April 1, 2026. That estimated 
bill will be $17,478 plus 5%—or a 
total of $18,352.

And, it is likely that the second 
installment of the 2025 bill—due 
on Aug. 1, 2026—will be a simi-
lar or larger amount as the first 
installment of 2025 taxes.

So, it is likely the North Lincoln 
Square owner could be hit with 
an unfathomable bill of three tax 
payments totaling $46,882 within 
eight-and-a-half months.

Can you imagine the blow back 
if annual residential rental rates 
were increased to correspond with 
the property tax increases?

Apartment rents could soar
Obviously, rental experts say 

the impact of higher real estate 
taxes and soaring insurance costs 
are expected to spark large spring 
apartment rent increases in 2026.

Landlords hit with a hefty tax-
bill increase, soaring insurance 
premiums, and higher operat-
ing costs likely will be forced to 
boost spring rents to double-digit 
levels.

Chicagoland’s rental apartment 
occupancy rate hit a lofty 95.9% 
in September. In contrast to the 
relentless double- and triple-digit 
property tax increases, advertised 
asking rents rose only a meager 
3.9% in October, compared with 
the same period in 2024, reported 
Yardi Matrix data.

Trying to explain the outra-
geous property tax increases, Ald. 
Andre Vasquez [40th], pointed to 
the significant assessment cuts 
granted to commercial properties 
downtown through appeals to the 
Board of Review.

“This year,  Loop office and 
commercial properties saw a de-
crease of about $108 million in 
their property tax bills—which 
means residential properties are 
paying that cost instead,” Ald. 
Vasquez explained.

“However, if your assessment 
increased faster than other prop-
erties across Cook County, your 
share of the total tax burden like-
ly went up.”

Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd] 
said: “Thanks to Cook County’s 
broken property-tax system, 
downtown commercial proper-
ties lost nearly $400 million in 
assessed value.” And, homeown-
ers are now receiving letters from 
lenders “telling them their tax es-
crow is short by $2,300 or $4,000, 
with just a month to pay.” 

“During a time when people 
are already struggling financial-
ly—with the federal government 
cutting benefits, and reckless eco-
nomic policies driving costs up—
these increases are hitting people 
particularly hard,” Ald. Vasquez 
said.

“While the City of Chicago did 
not raise its overall tax levy last 
year, residents of Chicago have 
seen the largest levy increase 
from Chicago Public Schools, 
which also was a large contribu-
tor to bill increases,” Ald Vasquez 
noted. “I am deeply concerned 
about the effect this will have on 
the cost of housing in our neigh-
borhoods, for both homeowners 
and renters.”

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

taxes from p. 1

(L-R) Ald. Andre Vasquez, Ald. Brendan Reilly and Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas.

sortment of North Side small 
apartment buildings. The 2024 
tax-increase analysis on these 
properties follows:

• Lincoln Park. A 65-year-old 
owner of a turn-of-the-century 
6-flat in the Old Town Historic 
District received a bill of $29,875, 
up $4,765, a whopping 19%, over 
the $25,110 paid in 2023.

The owners 91% second-in-
stallment tax increase received 
on Nov. 14, totaled $16,064 and is 
due on Dec. 15. The owner paid 
$13,810 for the first installment 
on March 4. 

The owner’s tax bill was re-
duced by a Homestead Exemp-
tion of $662, which was reflected 
in the aggregate bill. The owner 
currently is applying for a Senior 
Exemption, which could save an-
other $530.

The first installment of the 
2025 property tax bill will be due 
on April 1, 2026. That estimated 
bill will be $16,064 plus 5%—
or a total of $16,867. And, it is 
likely that the second installment 
of the 2025 bill—due on Aug. 1, 
2026—will be a similar or larger 
amount as the first installment of 
2025 taxes.

So, it is possible the Lincoln 
Park owner could be hit with a 
mountain-sized bill of three tax 
payments totaling $49,798 within 
just eight-and-a-half months.

The Lincoln Park 6-flat owner 
also was slapped with a 35% in-
surance increase to $7,220 from 
$5,336—even with a $10,000 de-
ductible.

• North Lincoln Square. The 
70-year-old investor owner of a 
yellow-brick 4-flat building was 
billed $13,260, a hefty increase of 
30.3%, or $3,078 over the $10,182 
paid in 2023.

The owner’s 94.4% second-
installment tax increase received 
on Nov. 14, totaled $7,659 and is 
due on December 15, 2025. The 
owner paid $5,600 for the first in-
stallment on March 4.

The first installment of the 
2025 property tax bill will be due 
on April 1, 2026. That estimated 
bill will be $7,659 plus 5%—or a 
total of $8,042. And, it is likely 
that the second installment of 

And, it is likely that the second 
installment of the 2025 bill—due 
on Aug. 1, 2026—will be a simi-
lar or larger amount as the first 
installment of 2025 taxes.

So, unless the owner files 
for—and wins—a Senior Freeze 
Exemption, it is possible the se-
nior could be hit with a tsunami 
of three tax payments totaling a 
mind-boggling $62,527 within a 
mere eight-and-a-half months!

The financially battered Old 
Town owner also was hammered 
with a 59% fire insurance rate 
increase to $6,500 from $4,070—
even with a $10,000 deductible.

As a result, the owner who has 
resided in Old Town for 75 years, 
is contemplating selling and mov-
ing out-of-state. It is a math prob-
lem that thousands of Chicago 
taxpayers are now wrestling with.

Tax hikes up to 31.7%
A spot survey by the Home 

Front column found several other 
Ma-and-Pa multifamily-building 
tax increases ranging from 19% 
to a crushing 31.7% on an as-

Illinois property taxes remain the second highest in the nation.

Ald. Brendan Reilly 
[42nd] said: “Thanks to 
Cook County’s broken 
property-tax system, 

downtown commercial 
properties lost nearly 

$400 million in assessed 
value.” And, homeown-
ers are now receiving 
letters from lenders 

“telling them their tax 
escrow is short by $2,300 

or $4,000, with just  
a month to pay.” 
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Eligible for a refund?
Search $  million 

in Refunds and 
$  million in Senior 

Exemptions

Avoid Tax Sale
Check to make sure 
your taxes are paid 
and not at risk of 
going to Tax Sale.

Where do your Tax 
Dollars go?

View taxing district 
debt attributed to 

your property.

Everything you 
can do in person, 

you can do at 
cookcountytreasurer.com
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By Sidnee King Pineda
Illinois Answers Project

Chicago-area housing advo-
cates are claiming that as many 
as 8,500 formerly homeless peo-
ple whose residences are subsi-
dized by the federal government 
could lose their homes after the 
Trump administration announced 
it was changing its funding rules 
and shifting the money available 
to subsidize long-term housing 
policies.

The Dept. of Housing and Ur-
ban Development [HUD] pub-
lished new rules Nov. 19 which 
shifts its priorities away from 
housing-first policies which, ad-
vocates say, have been a biparti-
san standard for over a decade. 
HUD says that those priorities 
shut out faith-based providers 
simply because of their values.

More than 100 Chicago groups 
rely on HUD funds to run afford-
able apartment buildings or pay 
rent subsidies to private landlords 
for people most at-risk of becom-
ing homeless —   mainly those 
who live with long-term disabili-
ties, substance abuse and addic-
tions, or severe mental illness.

The National Alliance to End 
Homelessness estimates more 
than 8,500 permanent-supportive 
housing beds throughout the state 
are funded by federal taxpayer 
money. Most of those beds are 
provided by private landlords 
who may evict tenants.

The new HUD policy will cap 
what’s spent of the $182 million 
funneled to Illinois through what 
is called its Continuum of Care 
[COC] program. Chicago gets 
the bulk of that money — nearly 
$140 million.

Right now, program adminis-
trators estimate they’re spending 
at least 80% of that money to pro-
vide permanent housing for peo-
ple with disabilities who had been 
on the streets. By January, HUD 
will require that percentage drop 
to no more than a third.

“It’s very frightening,” said 
Fred Spannaus, an independent 
homelessness consultant who 
works with COC networks.

In January, under the new 
rules, HUD will require agencies 
to screen those people looking 
for housing for immigration sta-
tus, to agree to comply with an 
executive order on immigration 
to deprioritize any programming 
that emphasizes race or “a defi-
nition of sex other than as binary 
in humans,” and to require work 
permits.

HUD said changes are intended 
to undermine “failed” housing-
first programs, which encourage 
dependence on government sup-
port.

“We are stopping the Biden-era 
slush fund that fueled the home-
lessness crisis, shut out faith-
based providers simply because 
of their values and incentivized 
never-ending government depen-
dency,” HUD Secretary Scott 
Turner said in a press release.

Turner announced $3.9 bil-
lion in competitive grant funding 
through HUD’s FY 2025 COC 
Competition Notice of Funding 
Opportunity [NOFO].

This NOFO would restore ac-
countability to homelessness 

programs and promotes self-
sufficiency among vulnerable 
Americans. It redirects the ma-
jority of funding to transitional 
housing and supportive services, 
ending the status quo that per-
petuated homelessness through a 
self-sustaining slush fund. 

The Chicago COC is a mem-
bership organization comprised 
of more than 100 organizations 
and individuals who work to 
prevent and end homelessness 
in the City of Chicago. Chicago 
COC receives the largest portion 
of HUD funding and distributes 
it to various programs and part-
ners across the city. Partner such 
as All Chicago, 651 W. Washing-
ton Blvd., receive taxpayer funds 
to support services like mental 
health resources and to adminis-
ter Emergency Housing Vouch-
ers.

The Chicago Housing Author-
ity is also a COC partner that 
works with other agencies to pro-
vide housing and support services 
to the homeless.

Now this NOFO will ensures 

faith-based providers will no lon-
ger be penalized just because they 
are faith-based organizations.

“Roughly 90% of the last four 
years COC awards funneled fund-
ing to support the failed “Housing 
First” ideology, which encourages 
dependence on endless govern-
ment handouts while neglecting to 
address the root causes of home-
lessness, including illicit drugs 
and mental illness,” says HUD. 
“The Program was intended to be 
a national competition to select 
the most effective and innovative 
programs, however the Biden ad-
ministration only competed about 
10% of projects over four years. 
During that same time period, 
transitional housing, which has 
been proven to encourage self-
sufficiency, never received more 
than 2% of COC funding.”

As part of this announcement, 
Turner is requiring that 70% of 
projects be competed to deter-
mine the best programs, ending 
the status quo that automatically 
renewed funding without measur-
ing success.

Feds shift spending on homeless, allow faith-based providers
More than Chicago 100 
groups rely on HUD cash

Among other measures, this 
NOFO will icompetition for 
grants to improve system ef-
ficiencies and spur innovation; 
advances public safety through 
partnerships with law enforce-
ment; focuses on self-sufficiency 
and not on the expansion of gov-
ernment subsidies and perpetu-
ation of slush funds; encourages 
personal accountability through 
enhanced treatment requirements 
to combat the Fentanyl crisis, 
and cracks down on DEI, gender 
ideology extremism, and the mis-
use of taxpayer dollars on illegal 
aliens.

“Our philosophy for address-
ing the homelessness crisis will 
now define success not by dol-
lars spent or housing units filled, 
but by how many people achieve 
long-term self-sufficiency and re-
covery,” said Turner.

Deadline Jan. 14
HUD was already behind in 

releasing its annual rules, which 
typically takes housing provid-
ers months to complete, but the 

government shutdown further de-
layed its issuance.

Jennifer Hill, executive director 
of the Alliance to End Homeless-
ness in Suburban Cook County, 
one of 19 continuum of care net-
works in the state, says that local 
service providers are facing an 
abnormally short timeline to re-
structure their plans by the Jan. 
14 deadline.

The pressure of that timeline is 
intensified as existing contracts 
are set to begin to expire as soon 
as February. If funds dry up or 
programs don’t match HUD’s re-
quirements, the impact on house-
holds could be immediate, she 
said.

homeless see p. 10
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Police 
Beat

Man charged with 11 felony 
counts of Retail Theft

Ronald Cusic, 62, of the 6000 block 
of S. Wabash Ave., has been charged 
with 11 felony counts on Retail Theft 
on the North Side.

Cusic was arrested 7:55 a.m. Nov. 
25, in 500 block 
of N. Franklin St. 
He was identified 
as the offender 
who, minutes 
earlier, entered 
a retail store and 
took merchandise 
from within in the 
600 block of N. 
La Salle Dr. He is also charged with 
multiple retail thefts that occurred 
at the following two locations:

The 3300 block of N. Ashland Ave. 
on Sept. 28, Sept, 29, Oct. 17, and 
Nov. 23; the 600 block of N. La Salle 
Dr. four times on Oct. 21, Oct. 22, 
Oct. 23, and Nov. 6.

Cusic was placed into custody and 
charged accordingly.

Thanksgiving heist goes cold: 
Cops gobble up three  
late-night burglars  
at Mag Mile department store

Three men in police custody on 
Thanksgiving morning are probably 
wondering how their “early bird gets 
the Gucci” approach to holiday shop-
ping collapsed so spectacularly.

Chicago cops arrested the trio af-
ter they broke into the Saks Fifth Av-
enue department store on the Mag-
nificent Mile Nov. 26, apparently too 
eager for holiday shopping to wait 
for Black Friday’s sanctioned chaos.

Store security reported the break-
in around 11:25 p.m. at 700 N. Michi-
gan Ave., saying the men staged 
their own version of a “doorbuster” 
by prying open an entrance on the 
Mag Mile. A wave of squad cars sped 
to the scene and surrounded the 
high-rise complex. Officers, aided 
by store security, conducted a me-
thodical search of the building.

Two suspects were found upstairs 
inside the store, and police began 
clearing the scene around 12:40 a.m. 
on Thanksgiving morning.

But the night still had one more 
gift to give. As the patrol cars de-
parted, an officer in the district’s 
surveillance room kept watch on the 
building through a nearby city cam-
era. At 12:52 a.m., that officer spot-
ted the third burglar emerging onto 
Michigan Ave. and heading toward 
Superior St.

Squad cars raced back and arrest-
ed the unlucky straggler near Rush 
and Huron moments later. Charges 
were pending for the group, who will 
likely be enjoying a taxpayer-funded 
bologna sandwich for Thanksgiving 
dinner.

CPD links three armed robberies 
in Lincoln Park and Lakeview,  
including latest Boystown attacks

Four women were robbed in two 
incident minutes apart in the Boys-
town area Nov. 25, and Chicago 
police now say the holdups are con-
nected to another armed robbery in 
Lincoln Park the previous evening. 

Drive, Fullerton Pkwy., and Cannon 
Dr. between Nov. 18 and Nov. 24. Of-
ficers said the offenders shattered 
windows with an unknown object to 
get inside.

Witnesses described the offenders 
as two African American males wear-
ing black or gray jumpsuits and ski 
masks.

CPD said the break-ins occurred: 
November 18, 9 p.m. in the 2100 block 
of N. Stockton Dr.; Nov. 20–24, 7 a.m. 
to 7 a.m. in the 400 block of W. Fuller-
ton Pkwy.; Nov. 24, 7 p.m. in the 2300 
block of N. Cannon Dr.; 7:05 p.m. in 
the 2400 block of N. Cannon Dr.; 7:45 
p.m. in the 2400 block of N. Cannon 
Dr.; 7:50 p.m. in the 2400 block of N. 
Cannon Dr.; 9 p.m. in the 2300 block 
of N. Cannon Dr., and at 10 p.m. in the 
2100 block of N. Stockton Dr.

Police urged residents and visitors 
to remove or hide valuables and call 
911 if they notice suspicious activity.

Anyone with information is asked 
to contact Area Three detectives at 
312-744-8263 or submit an anony-
mous tip at CPDTIP.com using refer-
ence number P25-3-051.

Man gets 5 years for going on 
cross-town robbery spree  
while wearing ankle monitor

A man who went on a cross-town 
robbery spree while wearing an ankle 
monitor has been given a five-year 
sentence. His alleged accomplice, 
coincidentally, is at large after escap-
ing from electronic monitoring while 
fighting the charges.

Bryant Robinson, 22, pleaded guilty 
to four robberies in exchange for con-
current five-year terms from Judge 
Shelley Sutker-Dermer, according to 
court records.

Prosecutors said Robinson, Jerome 
Jackson, and at least two others al-
legedly began their two-hour spree 
around 10 p.m. on Nov. 1, 2024, at the 
79th Street Red Line station, where 
they took a victim’s Beats head-
phones.

After riding the Red Line north, the 
group mugged a 57-year-old man in 
the 4200 block of N. Clarendon, ac-
cording to prosecutors. He told police 
that four men surrounded him as he 
walked, and Robinson rifled through 
his pockets for valuables. Robinson 
took the man’s cash, tossed the bill-
fold to the ground, and fled, a Chi-
cago police report said.

The group also robbed a 26-year-
old woman in the 3200 block of N. 
Pine Grove. When her boyfriend tried 
to intervene, Robinson raised his shirt 
to display what appeared to be a fire-
arm in his waistband, according to the 
report.

In the 600 block of W. Waveland, 
the crew grabbed a man by the 
throat, dragged him between plant-
ers and parked cars, and forced him to 
his knees as they robbed him, officials 
said.

A Chicago police surveillance cam-
era operator spotted four people who 
matched the suspects’ descriptions 
entering the Addison Red Line CTA 
station a short time later. Officers 
moved in and arrested them. A pistol-
shaped Taser was allegedly recovered 
from the crew.

Robinson was on electronic moni-
toring for an assault and obstruction 
case at the time of the robberies. He 
must serve half of his sentence, giving 
him a projected release date of April 
30, 2027.

Court records show that Jackson, 
whose real name is Davaughn Credit, 
failed to appear in court on Nov. 7. 
Prosecutors filed an escape charge 
against him, and Judge Sutker-Derm-

anonymity; your name will never be 
asked, your call will never be traced, 
and your information will remain 
confidential,” said Paul Rutherford, 
the organization’s executive direc-
tor.

Venezuelan migrants robbed 
three women at gunpoint  
in Buena Park

Three Venezuelan migrants are 
charged with robbing three women 
at gunpoint inside a Buena Park 
apartment building, according to 
Chicago police and court records.

Prosecutors said the women 
were returning from a night out in 
the Gold Coast when they reached 
the front door of their apartment in 
the 700 block of W. Gordon Terrace 
around 12:17 a.m. Nov. 22. Unbe-
knownst to them, three males fol-
lowed them into the building.

Prosecutors said a juvenile in the 
group lifted his shirt to show a hand-
gun in his waistband and “shushed” 
the victims. Two of the women 
handed over their purses contain-
ing wallets and credit cards. The 
third woman wore her purse across 
her chest, and a robber cut the strap 
from behind before the group ran 
off with all three bags.

All of the victims had their phones 
in their pockets, so they were able to 
call 911 quickly, according to a CPD 
report. Officers searched the area 
and stopped three males matching 
the suspects’ descriptions near Lake 
Shore Dr. and Addison a short time 
later.

Jose Dominguez-Rosario and 
Deus Rojas, both 18, and an un-
named juvenile who was with them 
did not have a gun, nor did they 
have any of the victims’ property, 
prosecutors said. But all three wom-
en confirmed that the trio was the 
group that had robbed them, and 
the police took them into custody.

Several hours later, an officer han-
dling a traffic crash on Lake Shore 
Dr. was approached by a citizen who 
found a loaded 9mm handgun in 
the 3600 block of N. Lake Shore Dr., 
just steps from where the robbery 
suspects were arrested, prosecutors 
said.

Later that morning, another citi-
zen found the victims’ purses in the 
4100 block of N. Marine Dr., about 
three blocks from the robbery 
scene.

Judge James Murphy III ordered 
both men detained pending trial. 
Details about the boy and his case 
are not available because juvenile 
records are shielded from public re-
view in Illinois. They are all charged 
with three counts of armed rob-
bery.

Gunman robs  
four women in Boystown

Four women were robbed in two 
incidents minutes apart in the Boys-
town neighborhood early Nov. 15 
just after midnight.

The first robbery happened in 
the 600 block of W. Stratford. Three 
women, a 20-year-old and two 21-
year-olds, told officers they were 
walking together around 12:13 a.m. 
when a black sedan pulled along-
side them, according to a CPD 
spokesperson.

Two men got out, displayed fire-
arms, and took valuables from each 
victim before returning to the car 
and speeding away. No injuries were 
reported.

Two minutes later, around 12:15 

Detectives issued a community alert 
Nov. 25 linking all three cases and 
warning residents in Lincoln Park and 
Lake View East to be on alert.

The overnight robberies began 
around 12:13 a.m. in the 600 block of 
W. Stratford. Three women, a 20-year-
old and two 21-year-olds, told offi-
cers they were walking when a black 
sedan pulled alongside them. Police 
said two males got out, displayed 
guns, and took personal property 
from each victim before getting back 
into the car and driving off. No one 
was injured.

Two minutes later, around 12:15 
a.m., a 23-year-old woman was robbed 
in the 3200 block of N. Broadway. She 
said two males approached her. One 
displayed a gun and demanded her 
belongings. She handed over her 
property and the offenders fled east. 
No injuries were reported.

According to the new alert, detec-
tives believe those attacks are related 
to an armed robbery that happened 
about four hours earlier in the 2600 
block of N. Clark in Lincoln Park. In 
that case, which occurred around 8:40 
p.m. Nov. 24, the robbers approached 
multiple victims while pointing a 
black handgun and demanding their 
property.

Police said the offenders in all three 
incidents were Black males between 
13 and 16 years old, wearing dark 
clothing and ski masks.

Anyone with information is asked 
to contact Area Three detectives at 
312-744-8263 or submit an anony-
mous tip at CPDTIP.com using refer-
ence P25-3-050.

More North Side burglaries
Police are warning North Side resi-

dents of recent, related burglary in-
cidents in the North Center, Lincoln 
Square, Uptown, Lakeview, Roscoe 
Village, West Lakeview, Lake View 
East, Wrigleyville neighborhoods.

In the incidents below, the victims’ 
unoccupied work van was parked on 
the street when unknown offenders 
used a cutting tool or saw to defeat 
the locks on the vehicle. Offenders 
removed tools from work vans and 
placed tools into an awaiting vehicle.

Incidents include one on the 2300 
block of W. Cullom on Nov. 25, at 8:18 
a.m.; the 4500 block of N. Seeley on 
Nov. 25, at 8:30 a.m.; the 4500 block of 
N. Seeley on Nov. 25, at 8:30 a.m.; 4000 
block of N. Clarendon on Nov. 25, at 
7:00 p.m.; 2000 block of W. Barry on 
Nov. 26, at 8:41 a.m.; 1900 block of W. 
Melrose on Nov. 26, 2025, at 8:50 a.m.; 
1900 block of W. Fletcher on Nov. 26, 
at 8:52 a.m.; 3100 block of N. Clifton 
on Nov. 26, at 9:22 a.m.; 3700 block of 
N. Racine on Nov. 26, at 9:27 a.m., and 
the 4500 block of N. Clarendon Nov. 
26, at 10:50 a.m. 

The offenders are described as 
two Black males, wearing dark cloth-
ing. Those who have any information 
on these crimes may Call Area Three 
Detectives at 312-744-8263, or submit 
an anonymous tip at CPDTIP.com and 
use Reference # P25-3-052.

Car break-ins surge as Zoo Lights 
crowds flock to Lincoln Park

A wave of car break-ins hit Lincoln 
Park last week in an area that draws 
large nighttime crowds heading to 
Zoo Lights at Lincoln Park Zoo, ac-
cording to a Chicago police commu-
nity alert.

Detectives in the Near North 
and Town Hall districts said thieves 
smashed windows and stole property 
from vehicles parked along Stockton 

er issued arrest warrants in the pend-
ing robbery cases, the records show.

During his first court appearance 
last year, prosecutors requested that 
Judge David Kelly keep him in custody 
pending trial. But Kelly, who earned a 
statistically-proven reputation as the 
most defendant-friendly judge in 
the court’s pretrial division, sent him 
home on an ankle monitor.

Four more robbed at gunpoint  
in Lakeview East,  
bolstering concerns  
about surging holdup sprees

A string of three robberies on Nov. 
26 and 27 is adding to growing con-
cerns that an armed robbery crew is 
taking root in Lakeview and Lincoln 
Park. The holdups came amid a surge 
of similar incidents in the neighbor-
hoods.

The latest incidents involved two 
gunmen who targeted four people 
across three separate robberies.

In the first case, around 10:17 p.m. 
Nov. 26, a 15-year-old boy and a 16-
year-old girl were walking along the 
1300 block of W. Eddy St. when two 
men approached them, according to 
a Chicago police spokesperson. One 
of the robbers displayed a firearm 
and demanded their belongings. 
The offenders fled in a blue sedan, 
possibly a Hyundai Elantra, with the 
victims’ phone, wallet, and purse. 
Officers said the robbers were Black 
males. One wore black clothing, and 
the other wore a lighter color, possi-
bly brown.

About three hours later, around 1 
a.m. Nov. 27, two men robbed another 
victim at gunpoint in the 400 block of 
W. Surf St. In that case, the offenders 
were described as Black males wear-
ing track suits. One man wore a gray 
outfit and had dreadlocks. The sec-
ond, dressed in black, had the gun.

Finally, around 1:45 a.m., a man ap-
proached officers in the 3500 block 
of N. Clark St. in Wrigleyville to report 
that an armed robber had taken his 
phone and wallet nearby. The victim 
could not pinpoint exactly where 
the robbery occurred, but believed it 
happened somewhere between Eddy 
and Newport streets.

Video shows gunman  
in the Loop attack  
that left a 14-year-old dead

C h i c a g o 
police have re-
leased surveil-
lance footage 
of the gun-
man investi-
gators believe 
is responsible 
for murdering 
a teenage boy 
and injuring 
a man in the 
Loop Nov. 21.

The video 
clips released 
Nov. 26 show 
a man wear-
ing a tan jack-

et over a purple tracksuit or onesie 
pulling a gun and aiming it toward a 
crowd of people gathered in the 100 
block of S. Dearborn St. at 10:37 p.m.

An 18-year-old man was wounded 
and 14-year-old Armani Floyd was 
killed.

The shooting came just a few min-
utes after another gunman shot sev-
en people near the Chicago Theatre 
on State St. as large crowds of young 
people lingered in the Loop following 
the annual Christmas tree lighting.

CPD asked anyone with informa-
tion about the man to contact Det. 
Goodrich at Area Three by calling 
312-744-8261 or submitting an anon-
ymous tip at CPDTIP.com using case 
number JJ498045.

Cook County Crime Stoppers has 
also offered a $10,000 reward for 
information that leads to an arrest. 
The organization can be reached 
at 1-800-535-STOP. Tipsters remain 
anonymous.

“Crime Stoppers offers complete police beat see p. 10

Ronald Cusic

Chicago police units at the scene of 
a burglary at Saks Fifth Avenue, 700 
N. Michigan Ave., on Nov. 26.

Jerome Jackson, left, and Bryant  
Robinson.

A surveillance im-
age shows the man 
wanted in connec-
tion with a double 
shooting that left 
a 14-year-old boy 
dead in the Loop on 
Nov. 21.

Jose Dominguez-Rosario, left, and 
Deus Rojas.
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Serving the greater Chicagoland Area

Call or send a photo  
to (312) 961-0498  

for a fast & free quote!

“No job is too big or too small— 
we handle them all.” Affordable rates.

Pilsen Express  
Junk Removal

Junk we remove:
• Furniture/appliance pickup 
• Residential cleanouts  

(homes, garages, attics, basements) 
• Commercial cleanouts (offices, retail stores) 
• Construction debris removal 
• Eco-friendly recycling and donations  

(TVs, any type of electronics)

7054 N. CLARK ST.
773-274-9281   

www.robertscycle.com

ROBERTS 
CYCLE

FREE ESTIMATES  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

CHRISTMAS 
CLEARANCE

E-BIKES & SCOOTERS
ALL INTERNET BIKES  

ASSEMBLED

STARTING TODAY
PRICE REDUCTION  

ON BICYCLES

ON MANY ACCESSORIES

15% 
OFF

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.

Radiators, Boilers and Heating

A-A SALVAGE

PLUMBING STORE CLOSING

3218 W. Irving 
4550 W. Addison

4820 W. Lawrence

AUTOMATIC CAR WASH

$5  
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH

Veteran Owned & Operated for 50 Years

FREE  VACUUMING

A North Side chiropractor has 
been sentenced to nearly six years 
in federal prison for billing a pri-
vate insurer more than $2 million 
in nonexistent services.

Clarence W. Brown III owned 
and operated Dr. CB3 Well-
ness, Inc. and Apex Integrated 
Medical Center, Ltd., both in the 
Loop. From 2016 to 2020, Brown 
submitted more than 6,000 fraud-
ulent claims to Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Illinois for purported 
health care services that Brown 
knew were not actually provided 
to patients.  Some of the fraudu-
lent claims were for services pur-
portedly provided when Brown 
was on international vacations 
or while his medical license was 
suspended. 

Chiropractor sentenced 
to nearly six years

Brown’s fraud scheme defraud-
ed BCBS out of nearly $2.1 mil-
lion. Brown used the fraud pro-
ceeds to fund a lavish lifestyle, 
including a house, a $100,000 
BMW X5 sport-utility vehicle, 
international vacations, and shop-
ping at luxury stores such as  
Tiffany’s.

In 2024, a jury in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Chicago convicted 
Brown, 49, on all nine health-
care fraud counts against him.  
On Nov. 19, U.S. District Judge 
John F. Kness sentenced Brown 
to five years and 10 months in 
federal prison and ordered him 
to pay $2,088,884 in restitution to 
BCBS.

By Tim Hecke 
CWBChicago  

For the first time in nearly a 
quarter century, Cook County 
saw a new chief judge take office 
Monday.

It’s a job that’s rarely in the 
spotlight, with outgoing chief 
Timothy Evans emerging from 
near seclusion only for occasional 
social club luncheons and press 
events promoting the court’s lat-
est feel-good initiative.

But his successor, Charles 
Beach, who ousted Evans in an 
upset vote by the county’s judges 
in September, will find himself 
under bright lights on day one.

That’s because Cook County’s 
electronic monitoring program, 
most of which came under the 
control of the chief judge’s office 
earlier this year, is sagging under 
withering criticism after CWB-
Chicago revealed that the man ac-
cused of setting a woman on fire 
aboard a Blue Line train in the 
Loop last month was wearing an 
ankle monitor issued by Evans’ 
office at the time of the horrific 
crime.

Our further investigation re-
vealed that Evans’ staff was aware 
that the accused man, Lawrence 
Reed, had repeatedly left home 
without permission, yet they took 
no action to bring him back.

And, over the weekend, CWB 
reported that a man recently 
charged with shooting another 
man on the CTA Red Line was 
also on the chief judge’s monitor-
ing program.

Now it will be up to Beach, a 
judge since 2017, to manage the 
fallout of those headline-making 
cases and figure out how to fix a 
program that, by Evans’ own ad-
mission last week, has no law en-
forcement mechanism to address 
AWOL defendants.

Multiple programs
Cook County actually has four 

electronic monitoring programs, 

three of which are run by the chief 
judge: a GPS-tracking system for 
domestic violence defendants, a 
pretrial curfew system for defen-
dants ordered to be home during 
certain hours, and the full-blown 
monitoring program for defen-
dants who, at least on paper, are 
supposed to be in their homes 
around the clock.

The fourth system, operated by 
the Cook County Sheriff’s Office, 
is being phased out. The sheriff’s 
program served as the county’s 
customary “24/7” monitoring 
system until officials transferred 
responsibility to Evans’ office on 
April 1. The sheriff’s office will 
continue to monitor participants 
who were already in its program 
on that date, but no new partici-
pants are being admitted as the 
operation winds down.

The sheriff’s program is differ-
ent from the chief judge’s systems 
in at least two important ways. 
First, the sheriff has armed law 
enforcement officers who can go 
out to find and apprehend partici-
pants who disappear while wear-
ing ankle monitors. Second, the 
sheriff’s operations are subject 
to public review under the state’s 
Freedom of Information Act. The 
courts, including the chief judge’s 
monitoring systems, are not sub-
ject to FOIA and they have no 
internal law enforcement mecha-
nism.

In April, Cook County State’s 
Attorney Eileen O’Neill Burke 
flagged the lack of enforcement 
as just one of many problems 
with the chief judge’s operation, 
which she called “a serious threat 
to public safety.’

After staying silent for more 
than a week, Evans issued his 
first public statement about his 
monitoring programs last on Nov. 
25, but only after the Chicago 
Tribune criticized his office in 
an editorial that cited CWBChi-
cago’s reporting.

In that statement, Evans admit-
ted that his staff does not try to 

apprehend people who abscond 
from electronic monitoring. The 
staff does not notify law enforce-
ment either. Instead, they take 
note of the violations and pass 
them on to the judge overseeing 
the case at the defendant’s next 
court date.

Even in what Evans called “ma-
jor violations,” such as the un-
authorized removal of an ankle 
monitor, the chief judge’s staff 
does not notify law enforcement. 
Within 72 hours of the band’s 
removal, they notify the rele-
vant judge and the Cook County 
State’s Attorney’s Office, neither 
of which has any way to track 
down and apprehend the violator.

Essential movement
The state’s criminal justice “re-

form” law, known as the SAFE-T 
Act, adds to the nightmare. Under 
that law, a defendant on electronic 
monitoring is not considered an 
escapee until they have been away 
from home without permission 
for 48 consecutive hours. The law 
also allows participants to leave 
their homes 16 hours a week for 
“essential” activities. But where 
they actually go, and the essen-
tialness of their activities, is not 
closely monitored.

And for every day a defendant 
wears an ankle monitor — wheth-
er they are at home, on the streets, 
or setting someone on fire on a 
CTA train — they earn a day of 

Incoming Chief Judge Charles Beach, left, will need to figure out how to fix an electronic monitoring system that 
allows dangerous people to roam the streets without consequence.

New chief judge inherits broken 
electronic monitoring system that lets 
dangerous people wander the streets

BY CWBCHICAGO

Chicago police have issued 
a community alert following a 
string of early morning and eve-
ning burglaries targeting work 
vans across the N. Side this 
week.

Police said the thieves used 
a cutting tool or saw to break 
through the exterior locks of un-
occupied work vans, then trans-
ferred tools into an awaiting 
vehicle before speeding off. Sur-
veillance video from one of the 
incidents, released by the depart-
ment, shows two people raiding a 
van in broad daylight, seemingly 
unconcerned about the witnesses 
who are passing by.

According to the alert, many 
of the break-ins occurred within 
minutes of each other.

Incidents were reported in the 
2300 block of W. Cullom on Nov. 
25 at 8:18 a.m.; the 4500 block of 
N. Seeley on Nov. 25 at 8:30 a.m.; 
4500 block of N. Seeley on Nov. 
25 at 8:30 a.m.; 4000 block of 
N. Clarendon on Nov. 25 at 7:00 
p.m.; 2000 block of W. Barry on 
Nov. 26 at 8:41 a.m.; 1900 block 

judge see p. 11

Tool thieves hit  
ten work vans  

across the North Side
of W. Melrose on Nov. 26 at 8:50 
a.m.; 1900 block of W. Fletcher on 
Nov. 26 at 8:52 a.m.; 3100 block of 
N. Clifton on Nov. 26 at 9:22 a.m.; 
3700 block of N. Racine on Nov. 
26 at 9:27 a.m., and in the 4500 
block of N. Clarendon on Nov. 26 
at 10:50 a.m.

Police described the offenders 
as two Black males wearing dark 
clothing.

Anyone with information is 
asked to contact Area Three de-
tectives at 312-744-8263 or sub-
mit an anonymous tip at CPDTIP.
com using reference number P25-
3-052.
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lunched at Fortnightly with el-
egant ladies… Carol Cheung 
and Adrian Race with two of 
their four lads, boys no longer…  
Hosea Sanders at Northwest-
ern’s Lurie Cancer Center, just 
checking things out… Jean 
SmilingCoyote rehabbing nicely 
from hip surgery… Bill Zwecker 
at Trader Vic’s in Munich, Ger-
many… Grant DePorter with 
Joanna Green DePorter and 
Glenn Eden, celebrating Marc 
and Maureen Schulman’s an-
nual tree lighting ceremony at 
Seneca Park and Eli Schulman 
Playground… Dean DeLisle with 
Eamonn Cummins at Wrigley 
Field for their   first Capital Con-
vergence Forum that was well 
received and was sold out… Sam 
Roti is getting the troops together 
for Christmas wonders… Maestro 
Rich and Kathy Daniels rode the 
last ride of the season along the 
Salt Creek Trail…Kathy Wolter 
Mondelli and Tina Gravel over-
seeing the vino at the Service Club 
Gala looking wondrous with that 
young sommelier… Sherman 
Kaplan at a synagogue in Paris on 
the Rue de Rosier that was never 
discovered by the Gestapo for all 
of World War II… In snowy Swit-
zerland, Dr. Rose Gomez dined 
with friends in Geneva at fabu-
lous Beau Rivage, pure five star… 
Courtney Thompson at the Chi-
cago Architecture Biennale… 
Flavia and Chris Magdalin with 
their “kinder” at the fabulous Wal-
dorf Astoria… Candace Jordan 
joining Jean Coatar Antoniou, 
Tracey Tarintino DiBuono and 

LYRIC OPERA: “Cosi Fan 
Tutte” will dazzle your hearts 
with Mozart’s most delightful 
opera Feb. 1-15, 2026.

SAD NEWS: Smoke Daddy 
will close their Wicker Park res-
taurant, after 31 years, on Jan. 4. 
Wicker Park prepares for a BBQ 
heartbreak, the neighborhood’s 
culinary treasure is done.

JAZZ:  Michael Lerich 
“Swingin” into Friday at Winter’s 
Jazz Club on Dec. 10 for a holi-
day treat.

GRATEFUL: Robert  
Feder grateful to Jamie Sotonoff  
Bartosch for sharing the story of 
his state-of-the-art focal therapy 
treatment for prostate cancer at 
U. Chicago Medicine, now, near-
ly two years after the minimally 
invasive procedure, he’s enjoying 
life as a new grandfather — and 
feeling better than ever.

PETS: PAWS will soon be 
hosting their annual Holiday 
Adopt-a-Thon, taking place Dec. 
12–14, at their Lincoln Park 
Adoption Center. It’s a weekend-
long adoption marathon where 
the aim is to match more than 125 
dogs, cats, puppies, and kittens 
with loving homes just in time for 
the holidays.

WHO’S WHERE: Musican/
author David Gans, in from 
California, and photographer Bill 
Lemke, in from Wisconsin, had a 
great turnout at Garcia’s Chicago 
last week for the Aging Grateful-
ly publication party. Enjoying the 
ride were James A. Pierce and 

life from p. 2

Meagan Panici, on-Air Personal-
ity WZRD (88.3 FM)... Songbird 
Catherine O’Connell is ready 
for “Siamsa na nGael” that ushers 
in Old St. Patrick’s Irish Christ-
mas... Tim Egan’s son Tadgh 
Egan is 21, amazing to spend time 
with him and his Irish godfather,  
Colin Downes… Sarah Hinkes  
celebrating the last of b-day 
month at Hugo’s with good friend  
Christine… 95-year-old June 
Squibb is returning to Broadway 
in the title role of Pulitzer final-
ist Marjorie Prime. She has no 
plans to retire… Maria Pappas, 
the hardest working employee in 
Cook County, has declared her 
run for mayor, and was with de-
signer Al Menotti at the CPD 
Ella French Scholarship benefit… 
City Club’s Dan Gibbons with  
Donovan Pepper, Bradley  
Borowiec, Stacey Sweat 
and Kalid Ouariti on the 
Mag Mile… Sean Eshaghy,  
Jeffrey Banks and Peter Martino  

Funeral Home & Cremation Options
A Home to Mourn, Gather and Remember

3918 W. Irving Park Road 
Chicago, IL 60618

MIDTOWN

773-654-3744

WWW.MIDTOWNFUNERALS.COM

greg@midtownfunerals.com
Gregory J. Lindeman

Founder/Director

Candace Jordan (second from left) with Jean Coatar Antoniou, Tracey 
Tarintino DiBuono and Cheryl Dyer Smith.

PAWS Chicago, the city’s larg-
est No Kill humane organization, 
hosted its sold-out 24th Annual 
Fur Ball, presented by Nan and 
Wayne Kocourek, at The Drake 
Hotel on Friday, Nov. 14. 

The Fur Ball is a perennial fa-
vorite where 650 guests and their 
pets – many dressed in gowns 
and tuxes like their owners – en-
joy all  the festivities together, 
from walking the red carpet to an 
elaborate dinner buffet. 

The evening achieved a record-
breaking milestone, raising $2.1 
million to support PAWS Chi-
cago’s lifesaving work—funding 
medical care, recovery, and sec-
ond chances for Chicago’s most 
vulnerable pets. 

The Fur Ball program included 
a video unveiling PAWS Chi-

(L) Smashing Pumpkins frontman Billy Corgan, Chloe Mendel Corgan, Sam Lim Achatz, Jennifer Duffy and Chef 
Curtis Duffy. (R) Fur Ball Co-Chairs Jordan Fisher and Laura Sachs, and Lindsay and Carter Hawkins.

Photos by Allison Wunder

PAWS Fur Ball gala raises record $2.1 million for homeless animals
Red carpet for city’s largest 
No Kill Animal Shelter

cago’s next chapter: the newly 
purchased Rescue Ranch in Haw-
thorn Woods. This 20-acre sub-
urban adoption and enrichment 
center will give large dogs—who 
often have a harder time finding 
homes in the city—the space they 
need to thrive and help them find 
homes faster, while expanding the 
organization’s adopter base in the 
northwest suburbs. 

Rescue Ranch will further in-
crease PAWS Chicago’s lifesaving 
capacity with behavior training, 
open play spaces, walking trails, 
suites for dozens of animals, and a 
surgical clinic providing free and 
low-cost spay/neuter services.

The event was co-chaired by 
Lindsay and Carter Hawkins, and 
Laura Sachs and Jordan Fisher, 
with Pam and Ed Carey serving 
as Honorary Co-Chairs. 

PAWS Chicago’s mission took 
center stage throughout the eve-

ning, as volunteers showcased 
cats and dogs like Juniper, an 
8-year-old senior who was aban-
doned on the streets, and Smartie, 
a 3-month-old Terrier mix res-
cued by PAWS from Chicago 
Animal Care & Control, the city’s 

impoundment facility. Smartie, 
and several others, found a home 
that very night.

This year, PAWS is on track to 
find homes for nearly 5,000 pets, 
provide 21,000 free and low-cost 
spay/neuter surgeries, a critical 

step in preventing pet overpopula-
tion, deliver 50,000 vaccinations 
to pets in need, and serve 26,000 
homeless and at-risk pets at the 
Kocourek Medical Center, the na-
tion’s largest and most advanced 
hospital for homeless pets.

Cheryl Dyer Smith for their an-
nual holiday dinner at Petit Pome-
roy with cute friends… Zurich 
Esposito and Brian McCormick 
celebrated Thanksgiving in Palm 
Springs, CA… Barbara Glunz 
Donovan was toasted by the 
Glunz ladies, the family Wine 
Shop remains Chicago’s oldest, 
since 1888… the three O’Malley 
lads, the twins, Matt and Matt, 
with Pop O’Malley at Gene & 
Georgetti’s… Chicago’s doyens 
of social fame turned out to cele-
brate a birthday for favorite Sally 
Jo Morris Pfaff.

Book Talk: Journey 
through a pictorial history of the 
Uptown Theatre with Robert  
Loerzel and James A. Pierce,  
co-authors of the new book, The 
UPTOWN: Chicago’s Endangered 
Movie Palace. The discussion will 
take place 6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 8 
at Chicago Architecture Center, 
111 E. Wacker Dr.

MART ANTHONY’S: The 
most beautiful Christmas eatery 
in town. It’s wondrous. Refined 
and soft lit, twinkling with Christ-
mas light and garlands of pine ev-
erywhere. And the food sparkles. 
I’ve been on a fish diet for three 
weeks and their salmon with arti-
choke hearts, cherry tomatoes and 
peppers served on sautéed spin-
ach was tops. Freshest ingredients 
in town. Going back real soon. 
Diners are first rate Chicago. The 
founder, former prizefighter, the 
late Mart Anthony Campo, was 
a longtime pal. Today, his son, 
Johnny Campo, and grandson 
John Campo took over and have 
really reinvented it.

Earth stood hard as iron,  
water like a stone. 

- Cristina Rosetti

tog515@gmail.com

David Gans with Bill Lemke.
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6239 N. Clark St., Chicago
heirloomchicago.com
239-595-7426

HEIRLOOM BOOKS

TWO FLOORS OF CATEGORIZED USED BOOKS
OPEN NOON TO SEVEN • CLOSED MONDAYS

Two flooors  
of categorized used books

Open noon to Seven
Closed Mondays

6239 N. Clark St., Chicago
heirloomchicago.com

239-595-7426

Heirloom Books

The immersive theatrical experience, 
arguably the first to blend performance 
art with neuroscience, sold 3,000 tickets 
in two weeks for its March premiere at 
Reid Murdoch Building.

By Steven Dahlman
Loop North News

It took just two weeks to sell 3,000 tick-
ets to Talking Heads co-founder David 
Byrne’s immersive theatrical experience 
opening next March at Reid Murdoch 
Building.

Theater of the Mind will take 16 audi-
ence members at a time on a 75-minute 
“journey of self-reflection, discovery, and 
imagination inspired by and grounded in 
neuroscience,” according to Goodman 
Theatre, which is producing the experi-
ence as part of its 2025/2026 season.

Performances will start every 15 min-
utes. There will be 124 performances each 
week.

“Audiences will see, feel, taste, and hear 
this intimate and immersive journey of 
how we perceive and create our worlds,” 
according to The Goodman. “Led by a 
Guide whose stories are inspired from the 
creators’ lives, audiences will explore how 
they perceive the world through sensory 
experiments that reveal the inner myster-
ies of the brain.”

Tickets went on sale on Nov. 7 and range 
in price from $66 to $96. Initial ticket 
sales, says Goodman Theatre, have “ex-
ceeded projections.”

Friedman Properties says the theater 
project has signed a lease for 19,000 square 
feet of space on the ground floor of Reid 
Murdoch Building.

Theater inspired  
by actual neuroscience

Byrne created Theater of the Mind with 
writer/investor Mala Gaonkar. Elmhurst 
native Andrew Scoville will direct it.

Strong ticket sales for David Byrne’s  
‘Theater of the Mind’ opening in River North

“The film and theater adage ‘show, don’t 
tell’ became a guiding principle in discov-
ering a way to include these experiences 
in an entertaining and engaging show,” he 
said.

Gaonkar says she and Byrne consulted 
with cognitive neuroscience laboratories 
“to see how some of the most basic human 
intuitions determine how humans react.”

They concluded the experiments and 
concepts “seemed as engaging as any piece 
of theater.”

Theater of the Mind premiered in  
Denver on Aug. 31, 2022. It will open in 
Chicago on March 11, 2026.

The theater is among five leases signed 
recently at Reid Murdoch. The theater 
space is part of 107,000 square feet of leases 
Friedman Properties says it has completed 
recently at the 104-year-old Reid Murdoch 
Building, now an official City of Chicago 
landmark. The Chicago-based real estate 
investment and development firm acquired 
the eight-story, 320,000-square-foot build-
ing in 1998.

The leases include a new tenant, Smart-
ly, an AI-powered advertising technology 
company that signed for 5,000 square feet 
of office space. Storck USA, which has 
had offices in the building since 2002, ex-
panded from 20,000 to 30,000 square feet. 
The Motion Agency, a marketing agency 
located in the building since 2018, expand-
ed from 20,000 to 25,000 square feet. And 
River Roast renewed its 28,000-square-
foot restaurant space that has overlooked 
the Chicago River since 2014.

“The steady leasing activity at the Reid 
Murdoch Building speaks to the lasting 
appeal of places that intentionally combine 
work, dining, entertainment, and retail 
experiences in a walkable urban setting,” 

said Albert Friedman, Chairman/CEO of 
Friedman Properties.

“In many ways, the building mirrors 
River North’s character, where a diversity 
of uses reflects the neighborhood’s balance 
of professional and social vibrancy,” Fried-
man said.

David Byrne (Co-Creator) is a musi-
cian, performer, writer, and multidisci-
plinary artist whose creative ventures have 
captivated audiences since 1975, when he 
co-founded the renowned group Talking 
Heads. In addition to Theater of the Mind, 
recent works include Here Lies Love, a 
musical with music by Byrne and Fatboy 
Slim (2023), SOCIAL! at The Park Av-
enue Armory, the Broadway production of 
Byrne’s American Utopia (2019) as well as 
the Spike Lee-directed film version (2020), 
the launch of his Reasons to be Cheer-

(L) “It’s a different level of understanding, a different kind of knowledge – visceral, immediate, and profound,” said Byrne (left). Photo by Hugo 
Hentoff  (R) A scene from Theater of the Mind. Photo by Matthew DeFeo

The 72nd Lakefront Christmas Bird 
Count [CBC] will be held 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 25, when birders will sally 
forth to count birds and contribute their 
sightings to the oldest continuously run-
ning citizen science project in the world. 

Hosted by the Chicago Ornithological 
Society, the count circle includes a wide 
variety of habitats along the Lake Michi-
gan shoreline from the old oaks of Jackson 
Park, to the harbors of museum campus, to 
the dunes of Montrose Point.

The Lakefront Count Circle is the 15 
mile diameter area centered on downtown 
Chicago. Given the presence of and overlap 
with the Chicago Urban Count, the Lake-
front CBC is generally restricted to the city 
lakefront parks, greenspaces, and harbors 
east of Lake Shore Dr. from Foster Beach 
to Jackson Park.

The deadline for reservations to volun-
teer for the effort Monday, Dec. 8, to re-
serve visit https://www.chicagobirder.org/
events/2025/12/25/lakefront-christmas-
bird-count.

All guests are welcome to join in the en-
deavor: veteran and novice alike. You don’t 
have to be an expert on birds or the area. 
The society will match up people who have 
never done a CBC before with participants 
who have.

Plan ahead  
for the annual 
Christmas Day  

bird count

Chicago theaters are offering a wide va-
riety of tickets to plays, musicals, dance, 
and comedy offerings at half-off this holi-
day season.

The League of Chicago Theatres has 
made offerings available at https://chica-
goplays.com/chicago-theatre-guide/. A list 
of shows with additional details about each 
production will be available and updated 
throughout the month at www.Chicago-
Plays.com.

This discount ticket program runs from 
Dec. 4 through 15, for select productions, 
both holiday and non-holiday themed. To 
date, 47 productions are participating, in-
cluding the Goodman Theatre, Broadway 
In Chicago, Chicago Children’s Theatre, 
Drury Lane Theatre, Marriott Theatre, and 
Northlight Theatre.

Half-price Hot Tix  
at local theaters

ful online magazine (2019), and the solo 
album American Utopia (2018). To date, 
Byrne has published five books including 
How Music Works (2012).

Tickets can be purchased by calling 312-
443-3800 or by purchasing online at The-
aterOfTheMindChicago.com.
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Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

North Township Real Estate For Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR RCF 2 ACQUISITION 
TRUST
Plaintiff,
-v.-
EDMUNDO AGUILAR, CAROLINE VOZA AGUI-
LAR, 448 WRIGHTWOOD MANOR CONDOMIN-
IUM ASSOCIATION, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2025CH03644
450 WRIGHTWOOD #1
CHICAGO, IL 60614
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on September 18, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on January 5, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 450 WRIGHTWOOD #1, CHI-
CAGO, IL 60614
Property Index No. 14-28-309-034-1005
The real estate is improved with a condo/town-
house.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 

funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court. 
      Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
      The property will NOT be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no representation as to the 
condition of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to verify all in-
formation.
      If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
      IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
 You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and 
the foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the 
same identification for sales held at other county 
venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation con-
ducts foreclosure sales.
      For information, contact Vincent Tessitore, 
LINDELL & TESSITORE P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 
1730 PARK STREET, SUITE 117, NAPERVILLE, 
IL, 60563 (630) 225-8255.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
Vincent Tessitore
LINDELL & TESSITORE P.C.
1730 PARK STREET, SUITE 117
NAPERVILLE IL, 60563
630-225-8255
E-Mail: vince@ltlawoffice.com
Attorney Code. 49408
Case Number: 2024 CH 10878
TJSC#: 45-2481
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 10878
8232-959915

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-25-00142
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2025CH01175
TJSC#: 45-2528
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2025CH01175
I3276807

262626 -----------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 30 EAST ELM 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, AN ILLINOIS 
NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
ATSUSHI HIROSE, ALL UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
25 CH 03471
30 EAST ELM STREET, UNIT 7D & PARKING 18
CHICAGO, IL 60611
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on September 10, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on December 16, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 30 EAST ELM STREET, UNIT 
7D & PARKING 18, CHICAGO, IL 60611
Property Index No. 17-03-200-066-1032
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $114,418.48.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 

etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-25-01075
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2025CH03644
TJSC#: 45-2492
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2025CH03644
I3277500

030303 -----------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
PREMIER CAPITAL LLC 
Plaintiff,
-v.-
YASYA SHTAYNER, FIMA SHUSTERMAN, 33 
W. ONTARIO CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, 
SIGNATURE FINANCIAL LLC, 777 EQUIPMENT 
FINANCE, LLC, NOVACK & MACEY LLP, UN-
KNOWN OWNERS, UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS 
AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2024 CH 10878 
33 W. ONTARIO, UNIT 57AB 
CHICAGO, IL 60654 
NOTICE OF SALE
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on September 22, 2025, 
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 
10:30 AM on December 26, 2025, at The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, One South Wacker, 1st Floor 
Suite 35R, Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-per-
son sale to the highest bidder, as set forth below, 
the following described real estate:
      Commonly known as 33 W. ONTARIO, UNIT 
57AB, CHICAGO, IL 60654      
 Property Index No. 17-09-234-043-1645, 17-09-
234-043-1434 AND 17-09-234-043-1435
The real estate is improved with a residential con-
dominium.
The judgment amount was $846,259.16.
       Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the 
Plaintiff, 25% down of the highest bid by certified 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR RCF2 ACQUISITION 
TRUST
Plaintiff,
-v.-
WILLIAM B. STEVENSON, STATE TOWER CON-
DOMINIUM ASSOCIATION
Defendants
2025CH01175
1230 NORTH STATE PARKWAY, #10D
CHICAGO, IL 60610
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on September 18, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on December 22, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 1230 NORTH STATE PARK-
WAY, #10D, CHICAGO, IL 60610
Property Index No. 17-04-224-049-1022
The real estate is improved with a residence.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876

confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact Thomas M. Olson, KOVITZ 
SHIFRIN NESBIT Plaintiff's Attorneys, 640 N. LA-
SALLE DR., SUITE 495, CHICAGO, IL, 60654 (312) 
880-1224.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
Thomas M. Olson
KOVITZ SHIFRIN NESBIT
640 N. LASALLE DR., SUITE 495
CHICAGO IL, 60654
312-880-1224
E-Mail: tolson@ksnlaw.com
Attorney Code. 38862
Case Number: 25 CH 03471
TJSC#: 45-2812
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 25 CH 03471
I3276553

191919 ---------------------------------------------------
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Hill said landlords who cur-
rently receive subsidies “ just 
don’t know if they’re going to get 
a contract or if they’re going to 
get paid.” According to Hill, big 
changes to funding policy have 

historically happened over a slow-
moving political process but HUD 
is “skipping all of those steps.”

In a letter to HUD they claim 
reducing how that money can be 
spent “would push people back 
into homelessness and be coun-
terproductive.”

Congress has backed those 
claims in letters to Turner. House 
and Senate lawmakers urged the 
agency to embrace an already ap-
proved measure to extend existing 
contracts without requiring new 
applications or new rules.

This change is the most re-
cent in a series of White House 
policies signaling a redirection 
of federal funds away from the 
housing-first approach, which 
focuses on stably housing people 

homeless from p. 5 before treating other health, eco-
nomic or social conditions that 
contribute to homelessness, to 
treatment-first efforts like invol-
untary commitments or halfway 
house programs.

“I think there’s maybe a mis-
conception about people think-
ing, well, they get housing and 
then that’s it,” said Iván Arenas, 
who studies structural drivers of 
homelessness at UIC’s Institute 
for Research on Race and Pub-
lic Policy. Arenas and other re-
searchers have consistently found 
homelessness programs that cou-
ple housing with other services to 
be highly effective and low-cost.

Despite this, in July, President 
Donald Trump signed an execu-
tive order calling for more ag-

gressive approaches to ending 
homelessness in the nation.

And in September, HUD re-
leased rule changes for a $75 mil-
lion program that funds afford-
able housing development with 
new limits on permanent sup-
portive housing and a preference 
to programs in states cooperat-
ing with federal immigration en-
forcement. The National Alliance 
to End Homelessness responded 
by suing HUD in federal court. 
Housing activists say they expect 
the new HUD rules will result in 
even more lawsuits. They hope 
either litigation or persistent pres-
sure from Congress will compel 
HUD to stall the program rollout.

a.m., a 23-year-old woman was robbed 
in the 3200 block of N. Broadway. She 
told officers she was standing outside 
when two men approached her and 
one displayed a gun. She handed over 
her property and the offenders fled 
east on Belmont Ave.

No arrests have been made in ei-
ther case. CPD did not release descrip-
tions of the robbers.

The holdups resemble a spree that 
hit the neighborhood and nearby Lin-
coln Park early on Nov. 9, when up to 
three men emerged from vehicles to 
rob pedestrians at gunpoint.

Boys, ages 14 and 16, charged  
with murdering man  
outside Loop pub

Two juveniles are charged with 
murdering a homeless man in the 
Loop on Nov. 23, Chicago police said 
in a press release issued late Monday 
night.

A 14-year-old boy and a 16-year-
old boy are charged with first-degree 
murder, and another 14-year-old boy 
is charged with armed robbery. The 
16-year-old is also charged with felo-
ny mob action.

On Nov. 24, Chicago police ques-
tioned six people, all or mostly from 
the same family, in connection with 
the fatal stabbing outside Exchequer 
Pub, 226 S. Wabash. A passerby found 
the victim lying unresponsive on the 
sidewalk around 7:21 a.m. and called 
911.

The man remained unidentified, 
but the Cook County Medical Exam-
iner’s Office said he died from a stab 
wound to his back.

old man was injured in an attack in the 
100 block of S. Dearborn.

Moments after the second shoot-
ing, cops in the 200 block of S. Dear-
born allegedly saw Joelon Matthews, 
19, near the shooting scene wearing a 
full face mask and noticed a bulge on 
his waistband, a CPD report said.

When the officers tried to stop him, 
he walked away and claimed that his 
brother had been shot and the gun-
man fled in another direction, the re-
port stated.

Officers allegedly recovered a Glock 
handgun from his waistband, accord-
ing to the arrest report. Judge James 
Murphy III ordered him detained on 
a charge of aggravated unlawful pos-

session of a weapon.
About 10 minutes later, officers 

stopped Carvel Jones Jr., 18, in the 
400 block of S. Clark St. because he 
was dressed like someone wanted in 
connection with the deadly attack, ac-
cording to his arrest report. Jones al-
legedly clutched his left jacket pocket 
and ran as the officers approached.

Cops said they saw him pull a gun 
from his pocket and discard it while 
turning from Clark St. onto Ida B. Wells 
Dr. Police allegedly recovered a load-
ed 10mm handgun in that location 
and took Jones into custody

Judge Antara Riera detained him 
on two counts of unlawful possession 
of a weapon.

The third firearm arrest occurred 
shortly after midnight Saturday as of-
ficers continued patrolling the Loop 
following the shootings.

Police said a group of young peo-
ple had been standing near State and 
Adams for about 20 minutes, possibly 
violating the city’s curfew ordinance.

As officers approached, Izaivion 
Bell, 19, “appeared startled” and ran, 
his arrest report said. Several officers 
reported seeing a bulge in his waist-
band and alerted a nearby group of 
roughly 30 officers who intercepted 
him.

The cops recovered a loaded ghost 
gun with a 31-round extended maga-
zine and a laser attachment, according 
to a CPD report. Bell allegedly said he 
found the gun in an alley in the Loop 
and put it in his waistband rather than 
turn it over.

Judge Murphy ordered him de-
tained on two counts of unlawful pos-
session of a weapon.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com
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More details about what officials 
believe happened may be revealed 
during a detention hearing for the 16-
year-old.

CPD said a 23-year-old man, Samuel 
Alvarado Moreno, is also charged with 
felony criminal damage to govern-
ment property. Police did not provide 
information about the circumstances 
that led to that charge.

Three men charged with having 
guns during large crowd takeover 
in the Loop

Chicago police arrested 18 people 
as large, unruly crowds flooded the 
Loop after annual Christmas tree 
lighting ceremony Nov. 21, an hours-
long disturbance that coincided with 
two shooting incidents that left eight 
young people wounded and a teen-
ager dead.

Court records show three of the ar-
rests involved adults accused of car-
rying firearms in the Loop that night, 
although none of them have been 
linked to the shootings.

The shootings began around 9:50 
p.m. when a gunman opened fire near 
the Chicago Theatre marquee, injur-
ing seven juveniles along State St.

Minutes later, 14-year-old Armani 
Floyd was fatally shot and an 18-year-

police beat from p. 6

Mugshots L-R: Izaivion Bell, Carvel Jones, and Joleon Matthews.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE
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5450 N. DAMEN  (at Rascher)
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SUPER CAR WASH 

Veteran Owned & Operated for 50 Years
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Autos Wanted
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 800-245-0398

Car For Sale
2003 HONDA ODYSSEY $800; New Brakes, Fresh 
Synthetic OIL, Heavy Tires, WORK VAN. (NO Rear 
Seats), high miles, but RUNS n RUNS n RUNS. Call 
John at 773-818-0808.

Commercial Space for Rent
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to 
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year 
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven 
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Coins

Pilsen Express Junk Removal
Serving the greater  
Chicagoland Area

Junk removal we cover
• Furniture/appliance pickup 

• Residential cleanouts (homes, garages, 
attics, basements) 

• Commercial cleanouts  
(offices, retail stores) 

• Construction debris removal 
• Eco-friendly recycling  

and donations  
(TVs, any type of electronics)

“No job is too big or too small—we 
handle them all.” Affordable rates. 

Call or send a photo to  
(312) 961-0498  

for a fast & free quote!

 Service Directory/Classifieds

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items  

from Basements, Garages, Attics,  
Businesses, Estate Clearance

Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Furniture Removal/ 
Junk Removal

Heating & Cooling

ALL HOME  
PROJECTS

Heating & Cooling
Any Repairs

New Installations
Electrical

Senior Discounts
Licensed and Insured
708-680-6161

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rat-
ing COMMON AREAS CLEANING•  
OFFICE CLEANING - CARPET 
CLEANING • POWER WASHING - 
SNOW REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous
Become a published author. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. 
Consultation, production, promotion & distribution. 
Free author`s guide 877-729-4998 or dorranceinfo.
com/ads

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as large carriers. No long-term contract or 
hidden fees, free activation. All plans unlimited talk 
& text starting at just $20/mo. 877-751-0866

No more cleaning gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter 
backed by no-clog guarantee & lifetime warranty. 
Call 1-833-610-1936 to schedule FREE inspection/
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Military & 
Seniors get additional 10% off. Limited time. Re-
strictions apply, see rep for details.

Peace of mind & early detection - Now more than 
ever, it’s important to get screened for Stroke & 
Cardiovascular Disease risk. Life Line Screening is 
simple & painless. 833-970-4172

Portable oxygen concentrator may be covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence & mobility w/the 
compact design & long-lasting battery. Inogen One 
free info kit! 877-305-1535
 
Reach millions of homes nationwide with one easy, 
affordable buy in the ADS Network! For more infor-
mation www.communitypublishers.com/category/
all-products
  
Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles/
multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited time offer up to 50% off install + 
additional 10% off install military, health & 1st re-
sponders. 833-370-1234

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vintage guitars! Gibson, 
Fender, Martin, Grecsch, Rickenbacker, Epiphone, 
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

• Welder Generator
• Drain Rodder
• Ridgid Threading Machine
• Tank Torch Set    
• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

773-818-0808
RECYCLED • CHEAP

TOOL LIQUIDATION

To Advertise 
Call  

773-465-9700 

ACCURATE  
EXTERIOR

& MASONRY
Specializing in Tuckpointing  

Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel, 
Parapet Walls, Parging,  

City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List

Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535
(10S14A)

TUCKPOINTING

Sleeping Rooms

Nice room w/ stove, fridge 
& bath. Near ALDI,  

Walgreens, beach, Red 
Line & buses. Elevator & 
Laundry. $149/wk and up. 

773-275-4442

Cook County - Chicago

BIG ROOM with stove, 
fridge, bath & nice wood 
floors. Near Red Line & 

Buses. Elevator & Laundry, 
Shopping. $139/wk.  

773-561-4970

Clean room, refrigerator, 
microwave, near Oak Park, 
Food-For-Less, Walmart, 

Walgreens, Laundry,  
Buses and Metra.

$140.00 a week and up.
$595.00 a month and up.

773-637-5957
Cook County - Chicago

Cook County - Chicago

WINDOWS

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500   www.advancedwindow.com

Advanced Window Corp.

American and European Windows & Doors
Manufacturing & Sales

VIST OUR SHOWROOM TODAY

GLASS & SCREEN REPAIRS DONE FAST!

EYE CARE

To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:  
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com   

Deadline: 5pm Mondays

TAVERN
Business, 3-buildings, 11-units, 13,000 sq. ft.,  

driveway and 3-car garage.  
Email: John1770@att.net

FOR SALE

4307 N. Western Ave. in North Center / Lincoln Square. Near Queen of Angels, Waters School and Wells Park  
both one block away, 9-rooms, 2-floors, 3,100-square-foot apartment over storefront and a 1,300 square foot garage. 
No grass to cut, building takes up whole lot. email: john1770@att.net or call 773-728-8888

CONDO OWNERS ATTENTION! BUILDING FOR SALE

FOR SALE

Miscellaneous cont.
We buy houses for cash as is! No repairs or fuss. 
Any condition. Easy 3-step process: Call, get cash 
offer, get paid. Get your fair cash offer today. Liz 
Buys Houses: 844-877-5833

Making Eyeglasses in 1 Hour
Free Eye Exam with Purchase 
of a Complete Pair of Glasses

SUPERIOR EYECARE
SINCE 1987

773-525-1601
1152 W. Diversey Parkway

Affordable Prices
Prescription Remake

Guarantee

We accept County Care

Pro Self Storage intends to enforce its lien  
on certain self-service Storage Space in default 

listed below on the 18th of December 2025  
at 12:00 p.m. at 3632 E. Lake Ave. Wilmette, IL. 

60091 at www.storagetreasures.com with the sale 
to conclude no earlier than 12:00 p.m.

J3 Camiko Smith
J5 Jaqual Brown

This public sale will result in the goods being sold 
to the highest bidder. The winning bidder must pay 
by cash at the time he/she is declared the winning 

bidder. Certain terms and Conditions apply;  
see the Manager for additional details.

Notice of Public Sale

Pro Self Storage intends to enforce its lien  
on certain self service Storage Spaces in default 
listed below on the 18th. of December, 2025 at 

12:00 p.m. at 2724 W. 21st St, Chicago, Il 60608  
at www.storagetreasures.com with the sale  

to conclude no earlier than 12:00 p.m.
B113 Abigail Olivo

2001 Berenise Arriaga
2028 Joshua Coggins

3093 Kristie A Kuzuhara
4004 Cathy Galindo

This public sale will result in the goods being sold 
to the highest bidder. The winning bidder must pay 
by cash at the time he/she is declared the winning 

bidder. Certain terms and conditions apply;  
see the Manager for additional details.

Notice of Public Sale

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

030303 ---------------------------------------------------

262626 ----------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WELLS FARGO BANK N.A., AS TRUSTEE FOR 
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 
SERIES 2006-NC4 ASSET-BACKED PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES
Plaintiff,
-v.-
GERALD NORDGREN AS SPECIAL REPRE-
SENTATIVE FOR MARINELLA CARLOS, PARK 
TOWER CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, UN-
KNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF MARINELLA 
CARLOS, CONNIE HEINE AS INDEPENDENT 
ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE ESTATE OF TONY 
LEE LONG, CONNIE HEINE, UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2024 CH 07159
5415 N SHERIDAN, UNIT 710
CHICAGO, IL 60640
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on September 18, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on December 19, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 5415 N SHERIDAN, UNIT 
710, CHICAGO, IL 60640
Property Index No. 14-08-203-017-1066
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $179,695.51.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 

foreclosure sales.
For information, contact Johnny Dale Frevert, Jr., 
KELLEY, KRONENBERG, P.A. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 
20 N CLARK STREET SUITE 1150, CHICAGO, IL, 
60602 (312) 216-8828.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
Johnny Dale Frevert, Jr.
KELLEY, KRONENBERG, P.A.
20 N CLARK STREET SUITE 1150
CHICAGO IL, 60602
312-216-8828
E-Mail: jfrevert@kelleykronenberg.com
Attorney ARDC No. 6305960
Attorney Code. 49848
Case Number: 2024 CH 07159
TJSC#: 45-2696
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 07159
I3276710

191919 -----------------------------------------------------

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

100% of the bid amount shall be paid in certified 
funds immediately by the highest and best bidder 
at the conclusion of the sale. The certified check 
must be made payable to The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration. The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments, or special 
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered 
for sale without any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in ''AS IS'' condition. The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 

Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale

N E W S  S T A R

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale

N E W S  S T A R

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW AND LEGATEES OF 
MICHAEL C. ARNOLD, JOY USHER, GERALD 
NORDGREN AS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
FOR MICHAEL C. ARNOLD, DECEASED, UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS
Defendants
2025CH05190
1414 W. SHERWIN AVENUE, UNIT B
CHICAGO, IL 60626
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on September 25, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on January 5, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 1414 W. SHERWIN AVENUE, 
UNIT B, CHICAGO, IL 60626
Property Index No. 11-29-314-031-0000
The real estate is improved with a townhouse.
The judgment amount was $143,644.44.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
JOHNSON, BLUMBERG & ASSOCIATES, LLC
30 N. LASALLE STREET, SUITE 3650
Chicago IL, 60602
312-541-9710
E-Mail: ilpleadings@johnsonblumberg.com
Attorney File No. 25 1376
Attorney Code. 40342
Case Number: 2025CH05190
TJSC#: 45-2601
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2025CH05190
I3277346

030303 ----------------------------------------------------

262626 ----------------------------------------------------

191919 ------------------------------------------------------

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact JOHNSON, BLUMBERG 
& ASSOCIATES, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 30 N. 
LASALLE STREET, SUITE 3650, Chicago, IL, 
60602 (312) 541-9710. Please refer to file number 
25 1376.

credit to be applied toward any 
future prison sentence in their 
case.

Murder defendants  
on monitors

Currently, there are 62 peo-
ple awaiting trial for murder or  
attempted murder on the sheriff’s 
monitoring program, according 
to the office’s records. Another 
46 are charged with sex crimes.

The chief judge’s programs 

include another 41 murder or  
attempted murder defendants 
and 109 sex crime defendants, 
up from 27 and 47 a year ago,  
respectively.

Something needs to give, and 
incoming Chief Judge Charles 
Beach is the guy who will have to 
figure out what that “something” 
is.

It seems unlikely that Beach 
will be able to hand responsibility 
for the monitoring programs to 
the sheriff. That program is being 
wound down because Sheriff Tom 

Dart complained for years that 
judges were putting dangerous 
people on his monitoring system 
who should have been kept in jail. 
He wants nothing to do with it.

At a minimum, Beach will 
need to develop or outsource an 
enforcement mechanism for the 
court’s monitoring programs. 
Simply having staff memorialize 
violations in a memo and notify-
ing offices that have no enforce-
ment tools serves no one.

And because the courts are  
exempt from FOIA, they remain a 

black hole where poor procedures 
and failed programs can hide. 
The only information the public 
receives about their operations is 
what the chief judge chooses to 
release. That’s another policy that 
serves no one — other than the 
chief judge. 

Exactly how Beach will  
address those transparency issues, 
if at all, remains to be seen.

Looking for  
a Good Woman  
to Marry

Seeking nice woman 
between ages 40 to 87 
with view to marriage.

Only sincere persons.
Please email:
peterdavisfirm1700@
gmail.com

judge from p. 7

Pressure is when you play for five dollars a hole  
with only two in your pocket. 

— Lee Trevino
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Two North Side Aldermen say they will 
once again introduce a curfew-related or-
dinance following a teen takeover and 
riot Nov. 21 during the Millennium Park 
Christmas tree-lighting.

Aldermen Brendan Reilly [42nd] and 
Brian Hopkins [2nd] have seen enough 
of their wards being abused as a target 
of unruly youths. Multiple mob incidents 
have occurred in the central business dis-
trict since the riots and looting incidents of 
2020. 

Now the two Aldermen are demanding 
Mayor Brandon Johnson recognize there is 
a problem, and give power to the police to 
act quickly in future incidents.

“While these violent incidents invoke 
emotions of fear, anger, and fatigue, they 
may not have happened at all had the lead-
ership in our city allowed the City Council 
to enact sensible solutions to prevent chaot-
ic and violent episodes like this from even 
taking place,” said Hopkins on Nov. 24. 

Mayor Johnson vetoed Hopkin’s ordi-
nance to establish a place-and-time de-

Downtown violence brings back call for Snap Curfews

for those younger than 12 on most nights, 
with a slightly later start of 9 p.m. for the 
younger group on Friday and Saturday 
nights. A “snap curfew” ordinance would 
allow police to implement a temporary 
curfew for young people during specific 
large gatherings or riots.

The ordinance was first proposed last 
Summer, but faced opposition by radical 
activists including the Mayor, who called it 
unconstitutional while arguing that it could 
contribute to over-policing and civil rights 
abuses. Unfortunately, it now looks like the 
activists chose to accept further degrada-
tion of the central business district at pre-
cisely the same time downtown businesses 
were trying to draw more locals and visi-
tors Downtown. 

“I will not accept one proposition over 
another. We can invest in our young peo-
ple, as the mayor suggests and that I agree 
with, while also protecting our neighbor-
hoods from riots that are instigated by a 
violent few,” said Hopkins. He says that 
curfews may have very well protected the 
victims by preventing them from being on 

the street at all. 
Hopkins now says he plans to resubmit a 

curfew proposal by the next council meet-
ing. And Ald. Reilly said he supports the 
effort, saying he and Hopkins discussed 
renewed legislation during the Festival of 
Lights Parade.

“I plan to renew my efforts for a com-
mon-sense curfew that puts our communi-
ties first,” he said. “Safety can no longer be 
brushed to the side to accommodate politi-
cal whimsy.”

Chicago has a regular curfew between 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. for minors 12 and older, and 8:30 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. for those younger than 12 on most nights, with a slightly later start of 9 p.m. for the 
younger group on Friday and Saturday nights.                               Image courtesy Citizen App

The Dept. of Street and Sanitation ex-
panded its drop-off locations for taxpayer-
funded citywide food scrap composting 
initiative to include a third North Side loca-
tion, for a total of 20 sites across the city. 

North Side drop off locations include 
5333 N. Western Ave., 5853 N. Broadway, 
and  6447 N. Ravenswood Ave. All kinds 
of food scraps are accepted with the pro-
gram, including meat, bones, and dairy, as 
well as fruit and vegetable scraps and old 
leftovers.

Free concert Dec. 14
Christ Church of Chicago is hosting a 

Christmas Concert and pot luck lunch 11 
a.m. Sunday, Dec. 14, at 6047 N. Rockwell 
St. 

Performing will be the Sri-C Choir, The 
Fran Walker Memorial Chine Choir and 
Encore of the Francis Parker School.

Loyola Park  
Advisory Council  

meeting Dec. 8
The Loyola Park Advisory Council will 

be hosting their next council meeting 2 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 13. At that meeting, the 
Council will be selecting the theme for the 
2026 Artists of the Wall festival.

Third composting 
site opens

Federal judge 
slaps  

Rogers Park 
bank robber 

with nine-year 
sentence

BY CWBCHICAGO

A second man has been sentenced in 
a violent Rogers Park bank robbery that 
netted less than $10,000 but left terrified 
customers and employees scrambling for 
safety.

Kendall Sullivan pleaded guilty to bank 
robbery by force and using a firearm in 
a crime of violence before U.S. District 
Judge Franklin Valderrama, who handed 
down a 111-month prison term. The sen-
tence amounts to a little more than nine 
years. Judge Valderrama previously im-
posed a 135-month sentence on Sullivan’s 
accomplice, 25-year-old Troy Luckett, af-
ter Luckett admitted to the same charges, 
according to court records.

The holdup unfolded shortly after 10 a.m. 
on Dec. 23, 2023, at Byline Bank, 7050 N. 
W.ern Ave. Prosecutors said Sullivan and 
Luckett entered the branch and split up 
along the teller counter. Sullivan pulled a 
loaded gun on a teller and demanded cash 
while Luckett positioned himself nearby.

A teller managed to slip a GPS tracker 
into one of the money stacks before hand-
ing it over. As the robbery continued, two 
customers happened to walk in. Luckett or-
dered them to the floor at gunpoint, pros-
ecutors said. When the pair attempted to 
flee, Luckett allegedly chased them down, 
grabbed one by the collar, and dragged 
them back inside.

Officers began tracking the GPS signal 
within minutes. Police soon spotted two 
vehicles traveling in tandem with the de-
vice. One driver appeared to try to inter-
fere with officers to help the lead car get 
away. When the vehicles split up, officers 
chased Sullivan on foot and arrested him. 
They recovered $9,433, the full amount 
stolen from the bank, along with two load-
ed handguns found in a discarded jacket, 
according to prosecutors.

Luckett initially denied taking part in 
the robbery, claiming he was in the area for 
a Grindr hookup. But investigators found 
his phone inside the bank, undermining his 
explanation. They also found two firearm 
cases in his vehicle with serial numbers 
matching the guns linked to Sullivan, pros-
ecutors alleged.

pendent curfew in June. It democratically 
passed through the City Council by 27 
votes, yet Johnson chose to block it. Then 
around 9:50 p.m., nine teenagers were shot 
Downtown in two separate incidents. Sev-
en were wounded in a mass shooting near 
the Chicago Theatre, 175 N. State St., and 
two others — including a 14-year-old boy 
who was killed — were shot in a separate 
incident.

Reportedly, Chicago Public Schools sent 
out emails to parents warning them of the 
youths’ plans to flood Downtown that Fri-
day, and about 700 police officers were 
deployed for the tree-lighting event, but it 
wasn’t enough. 

The new batch of violence has restarted 
the push for a change to the city’s curfew 
laws, with the introduction of “snap cur-
fews.” That proposal would have allowed 
police to impose a youth curfew at any 
time and in any location with a 30-minute 
notice.

Chicago presently has a regular minor 
curfew between 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. for mi-
nors 12 and older, and 8:30 p.m. to 6 a.m. 

The ordinance was first  
proposed last Summer, but 
faced opposition by radical  

activists including the Mayor, 
who called it unconstitutional 

while arguing that it could  
contribute to over-policing  

and civil rights abuses.

Care for Friends  
toy drive

Care for Friends is now collecting toys 
for their 2025 holiday drive. Toys can be 
dropped off at the Andersonville Chamber 
of Commerce, 5706 N. Clark St., during 
regular business hours. 

They are seeking donations of toys for 
kids ages 2-17. If gifts are wrapped, they 
ask donors label with the item and intended 
age. Great gifts include stuffed animals, 
board games and puzzles, and balls for 
sports.

The Winter Walk on Wilson, hosted by 
the Uptown Chamber of Commerce, will 
step off at 5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 5, and will 
stroll along Wilson Ave. to experience the 
holiday cheer of live performances and 
tasty offerings by Uptown’s small busi-
nesses.

No RSVP is required for this event, just 
show up at Broadway and Wilson dressed 
to stroll. Free parking  is available until 9 
p.m. in Truman College’s parking garage.

Winter Walk  
on Wilson Dec. 5




