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You can avoid reality,  
but you cannot avoid  
the consequences of avoiding reality.

—Ayn Rand

According to Crain’s Chicago, 
a pair of historic State St. towers 
may yet be saved from the federal 
government’s wrecking ball.

While the federal govern-
ment is generally not bound by 
municipal regulations, the Com-
mission on Chicago Landmarks 
unanimously recommended that 
City Council protect the Century 
Building, 202 S. State St., and 
Consumers Building, 220 S. State 
St., as historically or architectur-
ally significant.

These structures, built over a 
century ago and owned by the 
federal government since 2005, 

Landmark designation sent  
to City Council  

hoping to save two towers
face potential demolition suppos-
edly to enhance security around 
the nearby Dirksen Federal 
Courthouse. 

Preservationists have opposed 
the demolition ever since the plan 
was announced, after Congress 
allocated $52 million to raze the 
buildings.

The City’s recommendation 
sets the stage for a potential clash 
with the General Services Ad-
min. [GSA], which is evaluating 
the demolition proposal. If City 
Council approves landmark sta-
tus early next year, it may hinder 
the GSA’s demolition, slated for 

BY CWBCHICAGO

A serial robber who has been 
targeting bank branches along 
Michigan Ave. struck again on 
Dec. 8, according to the FBI. We 
first reported about the guy last 
month  after his third holdup at-
tempt in the Loop.

The feds say he moved north 
of the river for his fourth attempt, 
which occurred at Citibank, 539 
N. Michigan, around 10:10 a.m. 
He displayed a gun and demand-
ed cash from a teller, according to 

Serial bank robber strikes 
again on Mag Mile

an FBI media alert.
He did not make any money 

during his first three robbery at-
tempts, which occurred at Cit-
ibank, 100 S. Michigan, around 
3:30 p.m. Sept. 19 and at Cit-
ibank’s 180 N. Michigan location 
at 3:35 p.m. Oct. 11 and 2:50 p.m. 
Nov. 7.

Tips can be shared with the 
agency’s Chicago field office at 
312-421-6700 or online at tips.fbi.
gov. They are offering a reward of 
up to $1,000 that leads directly to 
the man’s arrest and conviction.

By ANDREW ADAMS 
Capitol News Illinois

Peoples Gas is requesting a 
multimillion-dollar bump to its 
already record-high rate increase 
approved by regulators last 
month. 

In November, the Illinois 
Commerce Commission [ICC] 
forced a yearlong pause on the 
company’s controversial pipeline 
replacement program while it in-
vestigates whether the program 
adequately prioritizes replac-
ing high-risk natural gas pipes 
throughout Chicago, where the 
utility serves about 875,000 cus-
tomers. 

The company alleged in a fil-
ing with the ICC last week that 
a “misunderstanding” in last 
month’s ruling will prevent the 
company from conducting emer-
gency repairs and other “critical” 
work. 

Consumer and environmen-
tal advocates have pushed back 
strongly against the request, say-
ing that it is an attempt to over-
turn the ICC’s decision without 
going through the proper appeals 
process. 

The company is now seek-
ing “expedited clarification” on 
what work it is allowed to con-
tinue doing and what work must 
be stopped. Peoples Gas claims 
that in pausing around $265 mil-
lion of work spread over several 

Peoples Gas pushes back  
against state oversight,  

asks for further rate increase
Local unions worried about 
safety, job implications

years, the ICC stopped the com-
pany from conducting critical  
infrastructure work that is beyond 
the scope of the program that is 
under investigation. 

Peoples Gas is now seeking 
an additional $9.1 million in  
annual revenue on top of the $303  
million increase that regulators 
approved in November.

Last month’s ICC decision, 
which came in the form of a  
“final order,” cut Peoples Gas’ 
initial rate increase request by 
25%. That, along with the deci-
sion to investigate the company’s 
pipe replacement strategy, drew 
praise from consumer and envi-
ronmental advocates.

But the decision to pause some 
infrastructure spending while the 
state investigates the company’s 
practices was met with strong 
pushback from both the company 
and the unions that represent its 
workers. They cite both the pos-
sible economic and safety im 
pact of the decision.

In a statement, Peoples Gas 
said that “several hundred jobs 
will likely be lost” because of the 
ICC’s actions.  

Ed Maher, a spokesperson for 
the International Union of Oper-
ating Engineers Local 150, said 
the decision could affect up to 
1,000 workers, including 200 
members of his union. 

“It leaves an entire workforce 
without a way to feed their fami-
lies for 12 months,” he said. 

Maher also said the ICC “over-
stepped any kind of precedent” 
and the paused work could create 
safety risks. 

“The commissioners are play-
ing politics with peoples’ jobs, 
peoples’ heat and peoples’ safe-
ty,” Maher said. 

AFL-CIO President Tim Drea 
wrote a letter to the ICC com-
missioners on Monday in which 
he called their decision to pause 
the pipeline replacement program 
“troubling.”

Consumer advocates, mean-
while, have pushed back against 
some of these claims. 

Sarah Moskowitz, the head 
of the Citizens Utilities Board, 
called Peoples Gas’ request  
“irresponsible.” 

“It is outrageous for Peoples 
Gas, which has been rolling in 
six straight years of record prof-
its and just received a record rate 
hike, to claim that it suddenly 
doesn’t have the resources to con-
duct repairs to its system and pay 
its workers,” she said in a state-
ment. 

CUB filed a formal response to 
Peoples Gas’ request on Wednes-

utility see p. 12

the spring.
Ward Miller, executive director 

of Preservation Chicago, present-
ed more than 23,900 signatures in 
support of saving the buildings, 
and the GSA said that it plans to 
complete an investigation before 
taking a position or moving for-
ward, noting that a reuse of the 
properties would have a benefi-
cial impact on the area’s economy 
and historic integrity.

The federal government ac-
quired the buildings in 2005 due 
to a bomb threat made on a neigh-
boring building in 2004.

Surveillance images show a man suspected of robbing four downtown  
Chicago banks since Sept. 19.

by CWBChicago

Newly-acquired Chicago po-
lice body camera video shows an 
Albany Park man being arrested 
for battering a Chicago alderman 
at a River North bar, even though 
the alderman says that’s not what 
happened.

Ulises Ortiz, 33, of Albany 
Park, spent 20 hours in police 
custody after Ald. Brendan Reilly 
[42nd] signed complaints against 
him outside Boss Bar, 420 N. 
Clark, on Oct. 7.

The CPD arrest report and 
criminal complaint in the case 
court file identify Reilly as the 
victim who was struck with a belt 
during a dispute over a game of 
pool. 

“A city alderman was struck 
in the face and refused medi-
cal attention on the scene,” said 
a preliminary notification to 
CPD’s Crime Prevention and In-
formation Center shortly after 
Ortiz’s arrest. “It is not believed 
the alderman was targeted due to 
the alderman’s position with the 
city.”

Reilly has consistently denied 
that he was battered since this 
reporter first asked him about 
the incident two months ago. He 
called the allegations made in the 
police report and criminal com-
plaint “totally inaccurate.”

So, we requested CPD body 
cam footage from the incident 
on Oct. 13. But the police depart-
ment failed to provide it—a vio-
lation of the state’s Freedom of 
Information Act. On Dec. 6, af-
ter we asked the Illinois attorney 
general’s office to intervene, CPD 
delivered the videos.

Around 9:45 p.m., a Chicago 
police officer stationed near Boss 
Bar got out of his squad car and 
walked across the street because 
someone had Ortiz pinned on 
Hubbard St.

In the video, a man says Ortiz 
hit “security” with something.

Another says, “He hit Jose with 
a belt.”

A third person who walks up 
to the officer mentions the alder-
man, but the full conversation 
cannot be understood.

After receiving confirmation 
that someone wanted to sign 
complaints, the officer puts Ortiz 
in the back of his squad car.

Less than a minute later, Ald. 
Reilly and another man walk 
across Clark St. to speak with the 
cop. 

“Hey, alderman,” the officer 
says.

“It’s a felony, by the way, and, 
uh, I’ll sign it,” Reilly begins, 
shaking the cop’s hand.

Man spent 20 hours  
in jail after alderman 

signed criminal complaint 
without reading it

complaint see p. 12

Peoples Gas is now  
seeking an additional 

$9.1 million in  
annual revenue on top 

of the $303 million 
increase that regulators 
approved in November.
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and fauna of Modernist painting in 
America.   

In March 1942, a special exhibit 
opened in New York City, Europe-
an Art at Pierre Matisse. One piece 
each from the artists of who had 
come to New York with Guggen-
heim. 

The exhibition was the first fruits 
of that undertaking of rescuing Eu-
rope’s Jewish Modernist painters. 
They would survive.

Artists Matta Echaurren, Ossip 
Zadkine, Yves Tanguely, Max Ernst, 
Marc Chagall, Fernand Leger, An-
dre Breton, Piet Mondrian, André 
Masson, Amdeé Ozenfant, Jacques 
Lipchitz, Pavel Tchelitchew, Kurt 
Seligmann, and Eugene Bermann 
from nations across Europe, each 
working in contemporary modern 
styles. You know, Dada, Surreal-
ism, Cubism, and De Stijl, all gath-
ered in one great exhibit for the be-
ginnings of a great moment in art. 

The aesthetics of the event them-
selves were a shock that grounded 
the artists to the pavements of New 
York. 

Against the horrors and the 
bloodshed of Nazi aggression, a 
whole new world of artistic enter-
prise began. 

New York was reborn as an ar-
tistic world capital. And the terror 
of Nazi aggression was artistically 
rejected. They replaced the shock-
ing values of nihilist nationalism 
with the flowering of modernism’s 
humanist expression.

Guggenheim lifts herself high 
as a shocking expression of Advent 
humanism. Her surrender to the 
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I first met Peggy Guggenheim 
in Venice back in 1974. She had a 
doughy face and crazy nose. And 
she loved to be rowed over the ca-
nals by Beppo her oarsman.  And 
slept in an Alexander Calder bed. 

She was wealthy. Looney. Lone-
ly. And her father went down on the 
Titanic. Victim of the berg.

Life often comes packaged in 
the unpredictable, unplanned for, 
and the shock of discovering it’s all 
bigger than we think. 

But there’s always more than 
we think. Like a stack of Russian 
Matryoshka dolls that fit so easily 
inside one another, they are the per-
fect place to hide.

I suspect that’s always been the 
deeper meaning that unfolds in 
the drama and turmoil of Advent. 
In the season of wild anticipation, 
“open your eyes and take a look 
around.”     

My father, Mossy O’Gorman, a 
talented man of Irish airs and danc-
es, always lived on the edge of life. 
The result of too much time spent 
in the South Pacific with a helmet 
and a rifle.

Many 18-year-olds were forever 
altered with the prospect of Gua-
dalcanal in your dashboard and Iwo 
Jima in your rearview mirror. Fol-

lowing such life-stretching 
teenage travels, there wasn’t 
much left to rattle your ex-
pectations of what the planet 
had to offer.

However, I was always 
grateful that my father had 
the comfort  of his Catho-
lic faith that equipped him 
to embrace the world as he 
found it. Broken. Hurting. 
Angry and alone. A world 
deeply frayed at the edges. 
But hungry for hope. For 
that crust of bread. That sip 
of water. That endearing 
piece of piazza that signaled 
survival and rebirth.  

A world he knew was in 
desperate need for a good 
surprise. An exploding cigar of 
faith. A sacred banana peel on a 
sidewalk. Surprises, he knew, come 
in many ways. Not necessarily in 
their guise of slapstick comedy.

In the weeks leading up to a 
full declaration of war between 
the United States and Germany 
during World War II, American 
philanthropist,  Guggenheim, was 
determined to protect a wide tradi-
tion of French Modernism’s Jewish 
painters from the slaughter of Nazi 
Germany. 

She worked tirelessly to find 
ways to protect Europe’s leading 
Jewish painters whose contribution 
to Modernist painterly style had no 
equal.    

The Guggenheim fortune had 
long been at work collecting docu-
ments and travel visas on behalf of 
France’s most dynamic artists. The 
large travel group relocated several 
times to accommodate their dan-
gerous and highly political works. 
From Southern France they were 
forced to remain in fascist Spain 
until it was safe to proceed to Portu-
gal, where the mostly French paint-
ers, boarded aircraft for travel to 
New York. Very Casablanca-like.

It is said that Guggenheim paid 
more than $1200 a seat for travel to 
the States, making that expenditure 
exceed $1 million.

Fourteen Modernist painters 
journeyed to New York where they 
transformed the artistic sidewalks 
of New York. Guggenheim was 
relentless in her efforts to organize 
efforts to display the revolutionary 
work of these painters. The sheer 
scale of her efforts altered the flora 

Survival is the ultimate surprise
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landscape of the human 
heart and soul. Those edge 
places of human living 
where the dynamic pas-
sage of the Divine fills the 
humanity of those open to 
the familiar, but often un-
heard voice of God.

It is good to stand be-
side the artist and sculptor 
whose own hands calibrate 
the hidden face of God. 
Artist’s themselves often 
feel the invitation to such 
intimacy, fearing too much 
life and too much living. 
An all too frequent re-
sponse to discipleship.

The face of New York 
City must be reimagined 

following the crescendoed encoun-
ter with the Divine. A sight familiar 
to the artist of sepulcher, stable, ma-
donnas and magi. Often the single 
spectacled sight of wonder and 
promise.

So we hover ‘round the mystic 
noise of Divine in-
vasion and constant 
interest in breaking 
in. Like monkeys 
in the treetops or 
leaf-eating giraffes. 
Remember, sur-
vival is the ultimate 
surprise.

PAY UP: The 
Sun-Times reports 
that new records 
show Chicago 
Teachers Union 
President Stacy 
Davis Gates was 
$5,100 behind on 
her water, sewer 
and garbage servic-
es before starting a payment plan in 
July 2023. She almost immediately 
defaulted on that plan - in Septem-
ber - despite making more than 
$289K a year. Really Stacy? 

MOTHER JONES: The com-
ments and commentary on Mother 
Jones and her Water Tower memo-
rial are reaching new levels of con-
cern which should also concern our 
mayor. Committees are forming to 
disestablish the questionable logic 
and Chicago loyalties involved in 
permitting Mother Jones to be the 
first Chicagoan to receive selective 
attention because she was a victim 
of the Great Fire of 1871. 

Many people lost all they had 
when the fire raged trough the 
city. Mother Jone’s championing 
American labor deserves attention 
and a suitable space. Just not at the 
beloved spot where all the victims 
are honored.

MR. JONES: 50 years ago, 
on Dec. 21, 1973, a skinny, stage-
frightened 13-year-old kid walked 
upon a makeshift stage in the gym 
at a now nonexistent West Side 
middle school, to play the role of 
Mr. Jones in that Chicago Public 
School’s holiday play for students 
and staff. By the end of the second 
performance (after receiving ample 
laughs and applause), the kid knew 
he wanted to be a professional 
actor, and Darryl Maximilian  
Robinson has achieved that goal. 
Robinson was named a winner  
by Allevents of a 2022 Making The 
World Happening Award for his 
many theatre-related offerings.

HOLABIRD  AND ROCHE: 
Plans to renovate the Holabird and 

Roche State St. edi-
fice known as the 
Waterman Building 
(1919) seem to have 
fallen through. Sad.

ALSO SAD: 
Security removed 
George Blakemore 
from City Council 
chambers last week 
as new rules limit-
ing time for public 
speakers kicked 
in. There is no way 
Mayors Daley or 
Emanuel would 
have done that. 

CHRISTMAS 
“L” TRAIN: The 

CTA has let loose its most glorious 
locomotive carrying Santa and his 
friends around Chicago in holiday 
comfort and dramatic Chicago 
festive garb. The train runs regu-
lar routes and fans out across the 
skyline. Tie the child together and 

survival see p. 8

Peggy Guggenheim in Venice.

George Blakemore. 
Photo by Isa Giallorenzo
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Conway thanked the Chicago 
Police Dept. and other city agen-
cies that have partnered with his 
office to address the camp’s chal-
lenges.

“I also want to assure my com-
munity that as Alderman and 
a father who walks his young 
daughters through these viaducts 
each day, I will continue to do ev-
erything possible to address this 
dangerous situation,” Conway 
stated. “Everyone has the right 
to live in a safe community and 
deserves to have their concerns 
addressed by the Mayor’s Office 
without condition.”
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chocolate truffles for a holiday gift?
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The Chicago Public Schools 
will host 16 roundtables across the 
city from mid-December through 
February to discuss its Education-
al Master Facilities Plan [EMFP]. 
The EMFP Roundtables are a ver-
sion of capital/ facilities engage-
ment to improve the District’s 
strategy for an optimal student 
experience.

Only three meetings are tak-
ing place on the North Lakefront, 
they include:

• Roberto Clemente Academy, 
1147 N. Western Ave., Jan. 16, 
2024, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

• Lincoln Park High School, 
2001 N. Orchard St., Jan. 18, 
2024, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

• Peirce Elementary School, 
1423 W Bryn Mawr Ave., Jan. 23, 
2024, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

While these are public meet-
ings, and in-person attendance is 
available, registration is required. 
Visit cps.edu/fiveyearplan.

CPS kicks off 
city planning 

meetings  
in January

BY CWBCHICAGO

“It shouldn’t have come to this, 
but it was eminently foreseeable 
that someone was going to get 
killed,” Ald. Bill Conway [34th] 
said Dec. 7, hours after a man was 
murdered beneath the Clinton ‘L’ 
station in the West Loop.

On Nov. 8, a 39-year-old man 
was shot at the same location. Two 
weeks before that, a man was shot 
about two blocks away in the 600 
block of W. Fulton.

Conway has been working for 
months to get a nearby homeless 
camp cleaned up, saying it is fu-
eling violent crime and narcotics 
activity in the neighborhood.

“Based on the clear trajectory 
of violent crime in the area, this 
tragic fatal shooting was inevi-
table and likely avoidable,” la-
mented Ald. Conway.

“For months, I’ve been relent-
lessly trying to get the Mayor’s 
Office to see that this site was no 
longer a peaceful encampment 
but rather a magnet for violent 
crime and drugs,” the freshman 
alderman continued in an email 
sent to media outlets.

Conway recently accused May-
or Brandon Johnson’s administra-
tion of withholding city services 
that could clean up a homeless 
camp under the Clinton train sta-
tion on Lake St. A top Johnson 
aide said the city could do more 
but would only act if Conway 
agreed to vote in favor of two of 
the mayor’s pet projects.

Last week, Chicago police ar-
rested a 19-year-old man after he 
allegedly sold drugs to an under-
cover cop just a few yards from 
the homeless camp and murder 
scene. Prosecutors said police 
went into a tent Tailon Appleton 
sold drugs from and found near-
ly three-quarters of a pound of 
heroin worth $52,875 and $8,610 
worth of crack. They also recov-

ered a loaded handgun with an 
extended ammunition magazine 
attached inside a backpack inside 
the tent, officials said. They also 
seized $1,188 in cash from Apple-
ton.

Prosecutors asked Judge Mary-
am Ahmad to keep Appleton in 
jail as a public safety threat, but 
she refused, deciding instead to 
put him on electronic monitoring. 
Ahmad supported her decision by 
saying the arrest was Appleton’s 
first as an adult, that he cares 
for his mother, who has cancer, 
and that he was “very compliant 
[with] officers.”

“Any number of recent events, 
including [Dec. 8’s] major arrest, 
should have been sufficient to 
warrant their response. It is un-
fortunate that it has come to this, 
but I hope it finally results in ac-
tion,” Conway continued.

The alderman’s media state-
ment claimed Johnson’s office 

sent residents a “stock letter” af-
ter the Dec. 8 arrest that included 
a “misrepresentation” that the 
tent city was “merely a peaceful 
encampment” and noting that 

“homelessness is not illegal.”
“The unfortunate response also 

disregarded the fact that for some 
time now, the Dept. of Family and 
Support Services hasn’t been able 
to get [residents of the camp] to 
accept their offer for rapid rehous-
ing and has been referring cases 
to CPD—because it isn’t safe, for 
anyone,” the statement said.

Following murder, alderman puts mayor’s office 
on blast: ‘eminently foreseeable  

that someone was going to get killed’

Ald. Bill Conway recently accused  
Mayor Brandon Johnson’s administration of with-

holding city services that could clean up a homeless 
camp under the Clinton train station on Lake St.  

A top Johnson aide said the city could do more  
but would only act if Conway agreed to vote in favor 

of two of the mayor’s pet projects.

Edgewater Artists in Motion Holiday sale show pop-up will 
be at Whiskey Girl Tavern, 6318 N. Clark St.,

5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. tomorrow night.
The event will include more than 20 local artists and music 

by Cassandra Kaczor. Stop in, no reservation is required.

Edgewater Artists in Motion 
holiday sale and show Dec. 14



inside Publications4  • december 13 - december 19, 2023

We are your neighborhood newspaper
Pick up a copy every week  

or subscribe online for only $20.  
For advertising call 773-465-9700.

JANITORIAL

773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Choice
BBB A+ Rating 
SNOW REMOVAL 

COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING • CARPET CLEANING  

POWER WASHING

by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

Home buyers looking forward  
to lower loan rates

It’s time for home buyers to do 
some crystal-ball gazing on the 
outlook for where mortgage inter-
est rates are headed in 2024.

“With interest rates on a down-
ward slide for six consecutive 
weeks, there should be optimism 
entering 2024 for a better mar-
ket,” said Jessica Lautz, deputy 
chief economist for the National 
Assn. of Realtors [NAR].

On Dec. 7, Freddie Mac’s Pri-
mary Mortgage Market Survey 
reported that benchmark 30-year 
fixed home loan rates averaged 
7.03% nationwide, down from 
7.22% a week earlier. A year ago, 
the rate was 6.33%.

Just six weeks of rate decline 
eases the bite on prospective 
home buyer’s wallets. For a buyer 
purchasing a $400,000 home, the 
typical mortgage payment drops 
to $2,135—a monthly savings of 
$166, Lautz said.

“The average 30-year fixed-
rate mortgage declined to nearly 
7% last week, down from nearly 
7.8% just six weeks ago,” noted 
Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s chief 
economist.

“When rates began to rapidly 
drop, purchase applications for 
mortgages initially rebounded, 
but this improvement in loan 
demand diminished in the last 
week,” Khater said.

Fifteen-year fixed mortgages 
averaged 6.29% on Dec. 7, down 
from 6.56% a week earlier. A 
year ago, 15-year loans averaged 
5.67% nationwide.

Khater said although lower 
rates remain a welcome relief, “it 
is clear they will have to further 
drop to more consistently rein-
vigorate buyer demand.”

The Freddie Mac survey 
is focused on conventional,  
conforming, fully amortizing 
home-purchase loans for borrow-
ers who place 20% down and have 
excellent credit. 

Mortgage-rate crystal-ball
Local crystal-ball gazers have 

optimistically predicted that in-
terest rates could decline another 
125 basis points in the next 12 
months. That action would push 
benchmark 30-year fixed mort-
gages to 5.75% from the current 
7%, and likely create a home-buy-
ing surge in early 2025.

A recent Mortgage Bankers 
Assoc. [MBA] forecast sees mort-

gage rates ending 2024 at 6.1%, 
then dropping to 5.5% at the end 
of 2025.

MBA chief economist Mike 
Fratantoni said the rate decline is 
expected as the economy slows, 
inflation lowers, and the spread 
between mortgage and Treasury 
rates narrows.

“The Fed’s rate-hiking cycle is 
likely nearing an end, but while 
Fed officials have indicated that 
additional rate hikes might not 
be needed, interest cuts may 
not come as soon, or proceed as  
rapidly as previously expected,” 
he said.

However, Fratantoni said a 
looming recession in early 2024, 
tighter credit, and dwindling 
pandemic-era savings could spell 
trouble and trigger an economic 
downturn.

NAR economists, forecasting 
for the Realtor group, see mort-
gage rates averaging 6.8% in 
2024, then declining to 6.5% by 
year’s end.

Both interest-rate creep, and 
a shortage of resale home list-
ings have put upward pressure on 
home prices, NAR said. “In Octo-
ber of 2023, it required 39% of the 
average household paycheck to 
buy a typical for-sale home with a 
30-year fixed-rate mortgage after 
placing a 20% down payment,” 
NAR analysts reported. “This  
income figure has typically 
ranged around 21%, so it is well 
above historical average.”

Moves of necessity—for job 
changes, family situation changes, 
and downsizing to a more afford-
able market—are likely to drive 
sales in 2024, NAR said.

“Although mortgage rates are 
expected to ease throughout 2024, 
the continuation of high costs will 
mean that existing homeowners 
will have a very high threshold 
for deciding to move,” NAR pre-
dicted.

Many families likely will 
choose to stay in place, especially 
if they are lucky to have an exist-
ing 3% mortgage, experts say.

FHA Loan limits rise
As part of their annual require-

ment to keep pace with the change 
in housing prices, the Federal 
Housing Finance Agency [FHFA] 
and the Federal Housing Admin. 
have increased the amount buyers 
can borrow for loans backed by 
the federal government.

For FHFA, the single-fam-
ily loan limit will increase to 
$766,550, a $40,350 jump over 
the 2023 threshold of $726,200. 

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.
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Misericordia Home, 6300 N. Ridge Ave., will be hosting a 
Hire-A-Refugee job fair 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Jan. 25, 2024,

Refugees are now legally authorized to work in the USA 
and do not require sponsorship.

Employers may benefit from the skills and experiences ref-
ugees bring to the workplace, and refugees can gain valuable 
work experience to help rebuild their lives in the USA.

For more information write to info@kaarpoh.com or visit 
the office of KaarPoh Employment Agency, 2709 W. Lawrence 
Ave.

Hire-A-Refugee job fair

“When rates began to rapidly drop, purchase applications for mortgages 
initially rebounded, but this improvement in loan demand diminished in the 
last week,” Sam Khater said.
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Join C.S. Lewis at his home near Oxford on Christmas Eve hosting 
a group of Americans who are Christmassing in England. They are about to 

experience an unforgettable assortment of Yuletide recollections 
which stimulates a whole range of emotions – curiosity, laughter, 

gladness and even some tears. 

(Regular $75 )

SPECIAL
OFFER $37.50 Enter passcode WRITER

before selecting tickets 

PRESENTED BY EMERY ENTERTAINMENT

GET TICKETS
IN PERSON:    ONLINE:

CHRISTMAS
with

C.S. LEWISC.S. LEWISC.S. LEWISC.S. LEWISC.S. LEWIS

DECEMBER 
BROADWAY PLAYHOUSE 

at Water Tower Place

“BRILLIANT
    PORTRAYAL”

- CHICAGO STAGE

Evening Performances Only

PERFECT FOR THE HOLIDAYS
AND THE WHOLE FAMILY

LIMITED ENGAGEMENT

DECEMBER 21 - DECEMBER 31
GIVE THE GIFT OF THEATER THIS YEAR!

50% OFF TICKETS FOR ALL 25 YEARS OLD AND YOUNGER

(847) 673-6300    MusicTheaterWorks.com 

6321 N. Clark St.
773-743-2004

HarmonyArtGlass@sbcglobal.net
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Wreaths Across America is again coming to Rosehill Cemetery to honor veterans this Christ-
mas. The wreath-placing will take place at 10:30 a.m. Dec. 16, immediately following a cer-
emony at 5800 N. Ravenswood.
Wreaths Across America helps to remember and honor veterans by laying Remembrance 
wreaths on the graves of America’s fallen heroes, including one of the two Revolutionary War 
veterans buried in Cook County, hundreds of Civil War Union soldiers, and veterans of more 
recent conflicts. 
Each veteran will receive a wreath during the ceremony. Community members are invited to 
join in the wreath-laying, and are encouraged to sponsor wreaths. Wreaths are $17 each, and 
for every two sponsored, a third is given to Rosehill for free.

Fallen soldiers getting  
Remembrance Wreaths at Rosehill

By Caitlin Devitt  
Illinois Bond Buyer

Both the Chicago Bears and White Sox 
play in rented space, and you’re the land-
lord. The Bears have made known their de-
sire to vacate Soldier Field, while the Sox 
seem to be mulling over what life would be 
like for them in Nashville. 

So what becomes of their former home 
fields if they leave? And just as important, 
what about all the money we borrowed to 
provide both of those homes? 

The legal structure backing debt issued 
by the Illinois Sports Facilities Authority 
[ISFA] outranks risks posed by the possi-

Teams may flee,  
but Illinois stadium authority bonds win an upgrade

bility of its two professional sports teams 
leaving town, persistent shortfalls in its 
primary bond payment source and an esca-
lating debt service schedule, according to 
rating analysts and investors. 

The ISFA, which issued bonds for 
the two Chicago stadiums where Major 
League Baseball’s White Sox and National 
Football League’s Chicago Bears play, won 
a two-notch upgrade Aug. 29 from S&P 
Global Ratings. 

That’s right, the two teams potential de-
parture has oddly improved the financial 
outlook in the eyes of one Bond Ratings 
firm. 

The move boosted the authority’s out-

standing debt to BBB-plus from BBB-mi-
nus, lifting it higher into investment grade 
territory three years after the ratings agen-
cy knocked it to junk. 

S&P’s upgrade reflects the manage-
ment’s decision to request the full annual 
state hotel tax advance  — the so-called 
“chairman’s certificate” — to cover debt 
service and hotel taxes returning to an up-

ward trajectory following the pandemic-
related decline, S&P said. 

The ISFA owns, operates and issued 
$150 million of bonds in 1989 for Guaran-
teed Rate Field where the White Sox play, 
and issued $400 million of 2001 bonds 
that financed the renovation of the Chicago 
Park District-owned Soldier Field, home of 
the Bears. 

About $416 million of debt is outstand-
ing, nearly all of it for Soldier Field’s 2003 
renovation.

The bonds enjoy a complex but strong le-
gal structure that analysts and bondholders 

teams see p. 7

About $416 million of debt  
is outstanding, nearly all of it 

for Soldier Field’s  
2003 renovation.



inside Publications6  • december 13 - december 19, 2023

Police 
Beat

Old Town man gets eleven years 
for firearm while dealing fentanyl

And Old Town A man has been 
sentenced to 11 years in federal pris-
on for illegally possessing a loaded 
handgun while trafficking fentanyl 
and cocaine. 

Thomas Gates illegally possessed 
the gun and drugs Nov. 16, 2021, in 
the Old Town neighborhood.  Chi-
cago police detained Gates in the 
1500 block of N. Sedgwick Ave. after 
observing him display the firearm to 
another individual. The officers then 
discovered approximately 45 small, 
packaged baggies of fentanyl and 
cocaine in Gates’s jacket pocket.

Gates had previously been con-
victed of multiple felonies and was 
not lawfully allowed to possess a 
firearm.

Gates, 43, pleaded guilty earlier 
this year to federal drug and firearm 
charges. U.S. District Judge Edmond 
E. Chang imposed the sentence Dec. 
5 in Chicago. 

“Possession with the intent to 
distribute controlled substances 
and possession of a firearm in fur-
therance of drug trafficking are ex-
tremely serious offenses,” Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Beth E. Palmer said 
during sentencing. “[Thomas] posed 
a severe threat to the community, 
which is already plagued by gun 
violence, when he carried a loaded 
semi-automatic weapon on a public 
street to protect his drug distribu-
tions.” 

Woman stabbed cab driver  
on the Mag Mile

A woman remains at large after 
she stabbed a cab driver in the head 
on the Magnificent Mile Dec. 8.

The cabbie was giving the woman 
a ride when she became angry and 
physically attacked him in the 600 
block of N. Michigan around 12:37 
a.m., police said. He tried to push 
the woman away, but she pulled out 
a sharp object and “made contact 
with the victim’s head,” according to 
a CPD media statement.

She fled on foot and has not been 
located.

Police said the victim was taken 
to Northwestern Memorial Hospital 
in good condition with a laceration 
on his head.

CPD did not release a description 
of the woman.

15-year-old stabbed a man  
on the Red Line

A 15-year-old boy has been 
charged with stabbing a man on a 
Red Line “L” train in Lincoln Park last 
month, according to Chicago police.

It occurred on a northbound 
train at the North-Clybourn station 

viction, upholding the trial court’s 
decision. The ruling disagreed with 
Smollett’s argument that he should 
not have been charged by the special 
prosecutor with the same crimes that 
had been dismissed by Foxx’s office. 
The majority of the appellate court 
panel also ruled that Smollett’s sen-
tence was “within the statutory sen-
tencing range and, thus, presumed to 
be proper.” 

Smollett’s attorney’s plan to appeal 
the decision to state Supreme Court. 

Anti Cruelty Society sued  
over dog attack

A man and a child have sued the 
Anti Cruelty Society [ACS], claiming 
they were attacked by a Pit Bull, which 
allegedly was provided by the ACS to 
another man who allegedly failed to 
control the animal while taking it for 
a walk.

A volunteer for the Society was 
walking a Pit Bull named Boba in the 
Navy Pier when the dog attacked Paul 
Rossi and a minor, biting both in the 
leg, the lawsuit states. The man and 
child were on a public walkway at the 
time and allegedly did nothing to pro-
voke the dog, according to the suit, 
filed in Cook County Circuit Court.

The ACS “knew or should have 
known that the dog was dangerous to 
humans,”  when it gave possession of 
the animal to the volunteer, the law-
suit states.

As a result of the attack, the victims 
“sustained severe and permanent in-
juries,” the lawsuit states.

Under Illinois law, if a dog attacks 
a human without provocation, the 
owner can be held liable, the lawsuit 
says.

The lawsuit seeks damages of more 
than $50,000, plus attorney fees.

Package thieves blasted victim 
with bear spray

Two North Siders blasted a woman 
in the face with bear spray while steal-
ing packages from her apartment 
building vestibule, according to a Chi-
cago police report.

The 29-year-old victim called  
police to her apartment building in 
the 2000 block of W. Fargo in Rogers 
Park around 2:30 
a.m. Nov. 23. She 
showed officers 
surveillance video 
of the theft and 
then directed the 
cops to the man’s 
nearby car, the re-
port said.

When officers 
looked inside the car, they saw pack-
ages addressed to the woman and a 
can of UDAP bear spray, according to 

the report.
Officers arrest-

ed Brent Young, 
21, and Yocoria 
Branch, 26, on mis-
demeanor charg-
es of theft and  
battery. Young 
lives in the victim’s 
building, while 

Branch lives in Uptown, their arrest 
reports said. They were released from 
the 24th District police station a few 
hours after being arrested.

The packages they are accused 
of stealing contained a keychain, a  
children’s playset, and two paperback 
books.

prosecutors said in a detention pe-
tition. A few minutes later, Savado 
“screamed that he had told [the 
victim] to get the f**k away from 
his bike and that this was his f**king 
train,” the petition continued.

CTA camera footage shows Sa-
vado striking the victim in the face 
without provocation, knocking him 
unconscious, prosecutors said.

Savado continued to attack the 
victim as he lay “defenseless” on the 
floor of the train, according to the 

petition. When 
the train arrived 
at Lake St., Sa-
vado allegedly 
dragged the vic-
tim’s body onto 
the platform and 
then returned to 
the train car and 

continued his journey.
The man suffered four facial frac-

tures and had to undergo surgery to 
repair his eye, prosecutors said.

Judge Fahy pointed to Savado’s 
“extensive criminal history,” which 
includes other violent crimes on the 
CTA, in his detention order.

Savado’s previous arrests in-
clude:

• A misdemeanor battery charge 
after he allegedly punched a 56-
year-old Jewel employee in the 
nose at the company’s 550 N. State 
location on May 13. He received a 
sentence of 15 days time served on 
May 30.

• A charge of misdemeanor bat-
tery was filed after a 36-year-old 
man accused him of grabbing him 
by the shirt, pushing him away, and 
stating, “What you gonna do? What’s 
up?” at Chick-fil-A, 177 N. State, on 
Sept. 11. Prosecutors dropped the 
case on Oct. 6.

• Allegations that he slapped a 
66-year-old man sitting in a wheel-
chair in Rogers Park, then threw a 
vase at the victim and the victim’s 
caretaker on Sept. 22, 2015, and 
then fought with arresting officers. 
He pleaded guilty to a single count 
of misdemeanor battery a year later 
in exchange for a two-day jail sen-
tence, according to court records.

• A robbery on the Red Line at 
North-Clybourn on Sept. 16, 2015. 
Prosecutors said he battered the 23-
year-old victim and took the man’s 
wallet from his pocket. He pleaded 
guilty to robbery in 2016 and re-
ceived a five-year prison sentence 
from Judge Charles Burns.

Wrigleyville robbery victim says 
armed men Zelled themselves 
$1,000 from his phone

Police are investigating two rob-
beries reported in Wrigleyville on 
Nov. 25.

The first victim told police he 
was robbed near the 3400 block 
of N. Clark around 1:15 a.m. by two 
men who approached him to solicit 
money for “the youth of Chicago.”

When the man pulled out a cash 
donation, the men told him it wasn’t 
enough, and one of the men lifted 
his shirt to display a firearm, accord-
ing to a CPD report. They proceeded 
to take the victim’s phone and Zelle 
themselves $1,000 from his account 
before fleeing.

About 15 minutes later, another 
man reported that two offenders 
robbed him near Cornelia and Ra-
cine.

Descriptions of the suspects were 
not available.

Robbery reports in the Lakeview-
based Town Hall 19th District are up 
3% this year, which is well below the 
citywide increase of 25%. However, 
robberies in the district are up 53% 
compared to 2019.

About 15 minutes later, another 
man reported that two offend-
ers robbed him near Cornelia and  
Racine.

Descriptions of the suspects were 
not available.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

around 7:45 p.m. Nov. 19. Witnesses 
reported that a group of about six 
teenagers had attacked and stabbed 
a man on the train, then fled into the 
North-Clybourn station.

The victim, 38, was seriously injured 
in the attack, according to CPD.

All of the teens slipped away, but 
Chicago police arrested the 15-year-
old Dec. 6 in the 4800 block of N. Lin-
coln Ave. He is charged with aggravat-
ed battery with a deadly weapon. No 
further information is available about 
him because he is a juvenile.

The Chicago Police Dept. claimed 
this week that violent crime is down 
3% this year on the CTA.

Burglars hit three Lincoln Park 
businesses in 10 minutes

Three Lincoln Park businesses were 
targeted by burglars within about 10 
minutes Dec. 5. No arrests have been 
announced.

Chicago police first responded to 
reports of two burglaries in progress 
in the 1100 block of W. Wrightwood 
around 12:56 a.m. Officers found 
rocks had been thrown through 
the windows at Starbucks, 1157 W. 
Wrightwood, and Ultimate Dry Clean-
ing at 1158 W. Wrightwood, according 
to CPD reports.

About 10 minutes later, five men 
broke the front glass door at Rowan 
Piercing Studio, 2007 N. Sheffield. Po-
lice said the thieves took a laptop and 
several other items before escaping in 
a red Hyundai sedan.

A red sedan was also seen leaving 
the Wrightwood break-ins.

Cops found cash register drawers 
and other possible burglary proceeds 
in an alley in the 1900 block of N. Shef-
field. It was not clear if those items 
were taken during Tuesday’s break-ins 
or from a different location.

Court upholds  
Smollett’s conviction

The Illinois Appellate Court upheld 
Jussie Smollett’s 2021 conviction and 
sentence to 150 days in Cook County 
Jail and 30 months of felony proba-
tion for reporting a fake hate crime to 

police.
Smollett told 

police he was at-
tacked by two 
men in ski masks 
who shouted ho-
mophobic slurs 
and say the openly 
gay actor was in 
“MAGA country,” a 

reference to one of former President 
Donald Trump’s campaign slogans. 
An investigation found that Smollett 
orchestrated the attack himself. 

In Feb. 2019, Smollet was arrested 
and charged with felony disorderly 
conduct in connection to claims he 
filed a false police report about being 
the victim of a hate crime in down-
town Chicago.

On March 26, 2019, Cook County 
State’s Attorney Kim Foxx’s office 
moved to dismiss the charges as part 
of a deal that included Smollett for-
feiting his $10,000 bond and comple-
tion of community service. 

On June 21, 2019, a Cook County 
judge ordered a special prosecutor 
to investigate the case against Smol-
lett. Ultimately, that investigation led 
to a grand jury’s indictment of Smol-
lett on six charges of felony disorderly 
conduct. 

The three justice panel voted 2-1 
to deny Smollett’s appeal of “virtu-
ally every aspect” of his trial and con-

Man who shot a CTA bus driver 
gets 30-years

A Chicago man was sentenced Dec. 
8 to 30 years in prison for shooting an 
on-duty CTA bus driver during an al-
tercation in the Loop two years ago.

The 34-year-old driver asked Den-
nis Green, 40, to 
exit the bus when 
they reached the 
end of the line 
on the first block 
of E. Washing-
ton around 8:58 
p.m. Sept. 4, 2021, 
prosecutors said. 
Green allegedly 

responded by yelling at the driver and 
spitting in his face.

Police arrived, but the situation 
escalated as the driver tried to escort 
Green to a squad car, prosecutors said 
in the days following the shooting. As 
the altercation turned physical, Green 
pulled out a gun and shot the driver in 
the left jaw.

A witness reportedly kept an eye 
on Green as he ran from the area and 
removed some of his outer clothing. 
The witness directed cops to his loca-
tion, and they took him into custody 
minutes after the shooting. Prosecu-
tors said a loaded 9-mm handgun fell 
from Green’s jacket as police arrested 
him.

The bus driver suffered a fractured 
jaw and underwent surgery to repair 
his injuries.

On Aug. 23, a jury found Green 
guilty of aggravated battery by dis-
charging a firearm and aggravated 
battery of a transit employee. Judge 
Timothy Joyce sentenced him to 27 
years for the firearm discharge and 
three consecutive years for the sec-
ond count, according to clerk of court 
records.

Prosecutors dropped eight felonies 
before trial. The jury acquitted Green 
of attempted murder, armed habitual 
criminal, and a second count of aggra-
vated battery by discharging a fire-
arm, the court records show.

Green is expected to appeal.
He has been sentenced to prison 

four other times, including eight years 
for aggravated robbery in 2001, five 
years for attempted burglary in 2005, 
and 42 months for unlawful use of a 
weapon by a felon in 2009, according 
to court records.

Suspect detained after 15-year-old 
boy is sexually assaulted inside 
Loop convenience store

A suspect is in custody after a 15-
year-old boy was sexually assaulted 
inside a Loop convenience store on 
Dec. 7, Chicago police said.

The boy was inside the 7-Eleven at 
4 W. Jackson when a man approached 
him and “began to physically grab” 
him around 9:30 p.m. Police said the 
boy ran from the store. He reported 
the assault moments later after cross-
ing paths with CPD officers at Jackson 
and Plymouth.

CPD said a suspect was taken into 
custody, and charges are pending.

A police evidence technician was 
examining a restroom inside the con-
venience store overnight. The boy 
was taken to Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital for treatment.

Man with ‘extensive  
criminal history’ knocked  
Red Line passenger unconscious 
for standing too close to his bike

Officials say a man with an exten-
sive criminal history knocked a CTA 
passenger unconscious because the 
victim was standing near his bicycle 
on a Red Line train in the Loop.

Judge William Fahy ordered Joshua 
Savado, 33, detained to await trial dur-
ing a court hearing last week.

Chicago police arrested Savado in 
the Loop on Dec. 1 to face charges 
in the attack, which occurred around 
11:45 a.m. Oct. 11.

Savado and the 53-year-old vic-
tim were on the same train car when  
Savado screamed for the victim to 
“get the f**k away” from his bike, 
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A mail thief busted in Rogers 
Park last week was found stand-
ing about 15 feet away from a 
U.S. Postal Service master key 
that had been taken from a mail 
carrier in an aggravated robbery, 
according to a Chicago police re-
port.

Officers responding to a bur-
glary in progress in the 6700 
block of N. Lakewood around 
1 p.m. Dec. 6 saw a suspicious 
man walking out of an apartment 
complex, the report said.

He was wearing a City of Chi-
cago baseball hat and an orange 
and yellow safety vest, but he 
didn’t have municipal credentials, 
according to CPD. The man ran 

Rogers Park mail thief targeted  
master key during robbery of a postal worker

when the cops got out of their car, 
but they arrested him nearby.

The officers allegedly found 
bulk mail inside his can-
vas bag, all addressed to 
different people. They 
found the postal service 
master key lying nearby 
and recovered a blade 
tool that could be used 
to break into buildings 
and vehicles, the arrest 
report said.

U.S. Postal Inspectors deter-
mined that the master key, also 
known as an “arrow key,” was 
taken by robbers who targeted a 
mail carrier.

Prosecutors charged Michael 
Valentine, 37, with burglary and 
possession of burglary tools. 

Judge Charles Beach released him 
on electronic monitoring. The re-
port said an investigation into 

the robbery is ongoing 
but did not say when or 
where it occurred.

Organized mail theft 
has become part of the 
“new hustle in urban 
America,” a law en-
forcement source told 
us in January.

One arm of the opera-
tion is responsible for stealing U.S. 
Postal Service master keys from 
mail carriers, often at gunpoint. 
Those keys are passed on to “job-
bers,” who use them to open banks 
of mailboxes in residential build-
ings and steal the contents. The  
stolen mail is passed on 

said they believe will prevail de-
spite headwinds facing the credit. 
Crucially, the bonds are not de-
pendent on stadium activity for 
repayment.

Under the legal structure back-
ing the bonds, the state of Illinois 
“advances” up to 60% of a 5% 
statewide hotel tax to the ISFA a 
few months ahead of the annual 
debt payment, an amount that’s 
sized in the chairman’s certifi-
cate. After making the debt pay-
ment, the agency must repay most 
of the state advance, using a local 
2% tax on Chicago hotels as well 
as $5 million annual subsidies 
from the state and from the city.

If Chicago’s hotel tax revenue 
falls short — which it has the last 
two years — the state is allowed 
to automatically withdraw the 
amount needed from the city’s 
share of income tax revenues that 
flow to cover the gap.

That means Chicago remains 
ultimately on the hook for the 
bond payments, a deal that for-
mer Chicago Mayor Richard M. 
Daley struck in 2001 to win sup-
port for the renovation of Solider 
Field. 

The city’s hotel revenue proved 
sufficient in all years but 2011, 
until the COVID-19 pandemic hit 
in 2020 and drove a nearly 90% 
fall in local hotel revenue.

In 2020 and 2021, the author-
ity dipped into its own $39 mil-
lion special reserve and pushed 
off debt service through a debt 
restructuring to spare Chicago 
from having to cover the gap.

In 2022 and 2023, local hotel 
revenue fell short again, but the 
ISFA declined to refinance, leav-
ing Chicago to cover the shortfall, 
which totaled nearly $30 million 
in 2022 and $9 million in 2023.

The fiscal 2024 budget included 
a chairman’s certificate advance 
request of $76.5 million, which 
covers the full debt payment.

The debt is set to mature in 
2032. A current refunding is ex-
pected next year using existing 
state authority to push out the fi-
nal maturity by one year to 2033, 
but new authority is needed for 
a more comprehensive solution, 
said ISFA Chief Executive Offi-
cer Frank Bilecki.

“If you look at the payments 
going forward and how they ramp 
to just over $90 million toward 
the end, versus where the hotel 
tax revenue estimates might be, 
we need to consider how we can 
solve for that issue so the (state 
income taxes) won’t get hit each 
year,” Bilecki said. “We have a 
number of bonds callable in 2024, 
so if there’s an opportunity to 
work with the General Assembly 
through the city and our partners 
on some kind of restructuring, 

to another arm of the  
organization specializing in fi-
nancial crimes like identity theft 
and check washing.

Check fraud reports are up 
104% since 2021 in Illinois, 
with mail theft being one of the  
contributing factors.

Since 2020, the U.S. Postal 
Service’s police force has been 
limited to protecting the agency’s 
physical assets rather than go-
ing on patrol to help protect the  
system as a whole and mail carri-
ers in particular.

The change was a direct order 
from Postmaster General Lou-
is DeJoy in 2020. Courts have  
upheld DeJoy’s authority to limit 
the police force mission.

Illinois Sen. Dick Durbin is  

introducing legislation that he 
hopes will put the postal police 
back on the street.

that’s something that we would 
consider.”

Asking state lawmakers for the 
authority to stretch debt payments 
by five years or another type of 
restructuring would be a lobby-

teams from p. 5

Michael Valentine

ing effort led by the city, Bilecki 
added.

With interest, ISFA owes $743 
million of debt through 2032. 
Debt service this year totals $53.5 
million and rises to $56.8 million 

If Chicago’s hotel tax revenue falls short —  
which it has the last two years — the state  

is allowed to automatically withdraw  
the amount needed from the city’s share of  

income tax revenues that flow to cover the gap.

That means Chicago remains ultimately on the 
hook for the bond payments, a deal that former  

Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley struck in 2001  
to win support for the renovation of Solider Field.

next year. It hits $60 million in 
2025 and $64 million in 2026 be-
fore holding steady at $67.5 mil-
lion for three years. 

It then ramps to $78.6 million 
in 2030, $86.5 million in 2031 
and $90.5 million in 2032.

The repayment schedule is 
tied to the 2033 expiration of the 
Bears’ Soldier Field lease. The 
team in 2022 announced it would 
leave the venue, and reportedly 
can break its lease as early as 
2026 for $84 million. 

Since the announcement, the 
team’s talks with potential hosts, 
like the suburb of Arlington 
Heights, seem to have cooled, 
and its future home remains un-
known.

Since 2020, the U.S. 
Postal Service’s police 

force has been limited to 
protecting the agency’s 

physical assets rather 
than going on patrol  

to help protect  
the system as a whole  

and mail carriers  
in particular.
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City to the left.  
Lake to the right.

day, along with several other entities that 
were involved in the case leading up to last 
month’s decision. This includes groups like 
AARP Illinois and the Illinois Attorney 
General. 

In a response filing to Peoples Gas’ 
motion, the staff of the ICC criticized 
the utility on procedural issues as well as 
on its claims that it can’t perform critical  
repairs without the additional rate hike.  

“Not only is the company’s interpreta-
tion of the final order incorrect, the com-
pany also fails to acknowledge that it is, in 
fact, obligated pursuant to statute to ensure 
both public safety and reliability,” ICC 
staff wrote Wednesday. 

Another filing, submitted on behalf of 
several other advocacy groups, criticized 
Peoples Gas for withholding the evidence 
the company is now citing when it went 
through the formal rate case proceeding. 

The groups, which include the Environ-
mental Law and Policy Center and Illinois 
PIRG, further argue that last month’s or-

der does not prevent the utility from con-
ducting safety-related work and that the 
company’s motion is an “unprecedented 
attempt to coerce” the ICC into modifying 
its decision. 

Abe Scarr, head of Illinois PIRG and a 
longtime critic of Peoples Gas’ pipeline 
replacement program, echoed other ad-
vocates’ critiques and called ICC’s recent 
decisions a “rude awakening for the utili-
ties.” 

Last month, the ICC issued decisions in 
four gas rate cases, cutting each utility’s re-
quests by 25% to 50%. 

“There has clearly been a major shift in 
how the ICC operates,” Scarr said. “You 
can tell in all of the rate cases.” 

In addition to potentially responding to 
Peoples Gas’ latest motion, the ICC is ex-
pected to issue a decision in two ongoing 
electric rate cases next week. Those cas-
es have the potential to increase bills for 
Ameren Illinois and Commonwealth Edi-
son customers by hundreds of dollars per 
year over the next four years.

utility from p. 1

The Illinois Science Council [ISC] is 
hosting a free talk on revolutionary materi-
als shaping the future of computing, dur-
ing an event 5 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 13, at 
Le Rendez-vous Pop Up, 875 N. Michigan 
Ave.

Co-hosted by the French Consulate in 
Chicago, the presentation will feature Dr. 
Fanny Rodolakis, a physicist at Argonne 
National Laboratory who will discuss her 
work on shaping the future of computing. 

A major focus in modern physics is ex-
ploring new materials with unique elec-
trical and magnetic properties for their 
potential to revolutionize the computing 
industry. While silicon remains the work-
horse in most electronics used today, at 
small nanoscale dimensions it generates 
too much heat, which limits growth of this 
industry. 

The solution to ever-increasing compu-
tational demands is not necessarily pack-
ing more transistors into devices, but in 
enhancing their power efficiency. 

Rodolakis’ research centers on neuro-

Nothing says Christmas like Nanotech  
and exploring Neuron-like devices

morphic devices, which are designed to 
emulate the way neurons in the human 
brain function, like synapses firing be-
tween neurons to transfer information. 

The devices can change in response to 
electrical signals and can even demonstrate 
the ability to learn, like habituation and 
sensitization. Learning more about their 
underlying mechanisms and capabilities is 
a key area of cutting-edge research.

There will be questions taken after the 
talk followed by a public reception. Tick-
ets are free but registration is required at 
www.tickettailor.com/events/officeforscie
nceandtechnologychicago/1069530.

ISC is also hosting a holiday hang out 
with other fans of science for drinks, food, 
and casual conversation, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Tuesday Dec. 19, at Cork Lounge, 1822 W. 
Addison St. There is no agenda, no pro-
gram, and no registration required, just pay 
for your own food and drinks while chat-
ting and with people in the science com-
munity.

“No problem,” replies the cop.
“So what do I gotta do?” asks Reilly.
As a backup officer arrives, the first cop 

briefs him: “He threw a belt at the alder-
man. He wants to sign a complaint…”

“How are ya?” Reilly asks the backup 
officer, extending his hand for a shake.

“I’ll show up to court, too,” Reilly says 
moments later, as he signs two complaint 
forms against Ortiz.

Asked about the situation on Dec. 7, 
Reilly said he signed the complaints with-
out reading them.

“I signed the report having not read it,” 
he said. “I signed it quickly because the 

complaint from p. 1 guy was belligerent, violent and needed to 
be removed from the neighborhood so he 
wouldn’t try to hurt anyone else.”

He added that he learned “after the fact” 
that there were “a few inaccuracies” in Or-
tiz’s arrest report and the criminal com-
plaint.

“Like the claim the incident stemmed 
from a dispute over a pool game (I don’t 
play pool) and getting hit with a belt—I 
wasn’t hit with a belt. He tried to hit the bar 
manager and security staff with his belt—
not me—the offender said he was going to 
kill me and tried to punch me but didn’t 
connect,” Reilly explained.

Police records show CPD officers pur-
sued the matter as a felony charge of ag-

gravated battery in a public place. Ortiz 
remained in police custody for 20 hours 
as investigators tried to contact Reilly, ac-
cording to the arrest report.

At 5 p.m. the next day, some 19 hours 
after Ortiz was arrested, a detective deter-
mined that they could not pursue felony 
charges because they could not get in touch 
with the alderman, the report said. Ortiz, 
who had never been arrested before, was 
released about an hour later, charged only 
with a misdemeanor.

His first court date is slated for Dec. 20. 
We’ll let you know how it goes.

Reilly, 51, was battered by a man outside 
Boss Bar in Feb. 2021. He did not imme-
diately file a police report, but Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot “instructed police to investigate” 
after the press picked up the story.

“These guys came out of the middle of 
the street, out of Hubbard St. and were yell-
ing unintelligibly,” Reilly said at the time, 
according to a Block Club Chicago report. 
“I had no idea what they were trying to say, 
I was trying to hear what they were say-
ing. I said ‘What are you saying’ and kind 
of walked away because it looked like they 
were getting aggressive.”

Police later determined that only one 
person was involved in the 2021 attack, a 
CPD spokesperson said at the time.

Antonio Palazzi, 35, turned himself in 
to police more than a month later to face 
a misdemeanor battery charge. He pleaded 
guilty in December 2021 and received a 
sentence of six months of court supervi-
sion, according to court records.


