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Christmas is a time when everybody 
wants his past forgotten  
and his present remembered.

—  Phyllis Diller
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Are you a person of promise? 
Do you make a lot of promises, 
and more importantly, do you 
keep those promises?

Or are you trapped in some 
Groundhog Day Christmas spe-
cial of a huge family reunion, 
with lots of high school enemies 
making their appearance? And 
you are always shopping too late 
to find blue Christmas lights at 
Target? 

Promises are all about a sense 
of the future and a necessary 
practical reality. The promises we 
make say that something to which 
we agree to today will be depen-
dent on deeds occurring in the 
future, in a nut shell. That’s how 
we see the unfolding of a person’s 
life. “Does he show any promise, 
or is he like the rest of his miser-
able tribe?” Or a specific piece of 
life that has potential: 

“I’ll never take another drink.”
“I’ll never hang out with them 

again.” 
“That was my last joint.”
The promise tells us that a shift 

of behavior is in order so that the 
results can change. The future be-
comes desperately important. We 
are nothing without it.

Sometimes a promise marks 
the glue for our future: 

“I will love you forever.” So 

By Thomas J. O’Gorman

we can trust another 
person. 

“I will never hurt you 
again.” So we can be at 
ease with another per-
son. 

“I promise I will nev-
er let you down.”

Promises are exciting 
and life-giving. Noth-
ing gives us a better 
sense of our own secu-
rity or stability than a 
promise. 

The future comes bursting in 
and lifts us off our feet. It’s not 
just a physical experience, it’s 
spiritual too. A world larger than 
the one we usually live in opens 
up. There is room to stretch. 
Lay down, even relax and find 
ourselves. But in contemporary 
times, the real power of the prom-
ise is frequently found to be too 
shallow, lacking the true power of 
human potential:

“I’ll pay you back in 30 days.” 
“All our cars are guaranteed.” 
“This won’t hurt a bit.” 
Promises in our post-modern 

times appear to arrive wrapped in 
conditions, with all bets hedged. 
Freedom and honesty becoming 
victims of the frailty and shabbi-
ness of principle and duty. Prom-
ises are without worth if they are 
not woven out of the elegance and 
strength of our human willingness 
to place demands on the self. They 
are empty of the energy by which 
they are true or have any chance 
of achievement. Promises did, af-
ter all, evolve from the sacredness 
of a vow with the deity.

So between ransacking Target 
for strings of lights and the Apple 
glass box for those strange wrist 
watches, can we expect our world 
to alter? Do we really see the cos- 	 Ronald Roenigk	 Publisher & Editor
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mos with more clarity or even the 
blur of narrow vision? Does our 
speech echo in a poetry of our 
own living, or are we tongue-tied 
once again before the mystery of 
love?

Do we really believe it is possi-
ble for us to retrieve the peaceful-
ness of heaven here in the messy 
world of earth? Do the deeds of 
women and men offer any real 
hope that each year it is possible 
for us to embrace humanity free 
from the combustibles of greed 
and double dealing? Is there the 
slightest chance that in the vul-
nerability of the flesh of infants 
we will have any chance to see 
the face of the Lord who strung 
the stars? 

We’d have to climb high upon 
the mountain of promises that 
have been made and broken to 
catch a quick glimpse of that 
heartbroken Creator-God who re-
calls of course the litter of broken 
promises that compromised the 
Garden of Genesis. Promise is 
supposed to be a two way street, 
at least that’s what the Good Book 
says. That’s why there are so 
many examples of promises amid 
its pages. Some good. Some bad. 
All instructive. Promise becomes 
a super highway in the pageantry 
of scripture and catalogue of hu-
man record. Who keeps their 
word. Who doesn’t. 

Americans have the perfect op-
portunity to expand the world of 
promise at this time of year. But 
that means that we must be true to 
our promise. We have to be true 
to our word.

If you’ve traveled through the 
old-fashioned Eisenhower high-
ways of America recently, you’ve 
motored across a landscape that 
was the promise of the 1950s. As 
you plow through the middle of 
American towns, you are an ar-
cheologist at work on a dig. The 
post- war world of big cars and 
hamburgers along the roadway. 
That’s a long way from from D-
Day. From lobster-ladened Maine 
to pre-sunscreen Florida, America 
the nation still sparkles in break-
fast joints, quaint churches, Coun-
ty Seats, small town drug stores 
and Starbucks. Shimmering seas 
salt the air of a nation that needs 
a few lessons in polite behavior 
and national manners. The ugly 
and the arrogant have been per-
mitted the freedom to open their 
large kissers to inflict a disastrous 
and low class verbal conflict on 
the America population. 

No nun would permit such in-
correct and impolite speech to 
have such free reign. 

Questionable news reportage, 
false perspectives and flimsy po-
litical antagonism abounds. The 
influence of shabby television is 
no riddle here. Americans have re-
fined their personalities in front of 

the tube long enough 
now to require some 
kind of actors’ union 
dues from them. And 
millennial parent-
ing, representing the 
worst of lower mid-
dle class governance 
unleashes an eager 
anger upon the land 
of Jefferson, Wash-
ington, Franklin of 
Philadelphia and 

Walt Disney. 
Perhaps the answer to a better 

celebration at Christmas is to dig 
through the pages of history, art 
and poetic mystery. Somewhere 
there is a piece of really good, 
established, well-preserved nos-
talgia that helps people embrace 
each other without the need for 
cell phones. Sit to-
gether at an elegant 
table that doesn’t 
allow hoodies or 
tube tops. One that 
gathers folk with 
respect and culinary 
splendor.

It also means 
that we can alter 
the harsh dialogue 
among people in our 
nation by using a 
vocabulary of qual-
ity and distinction. 
And leave the low syntax of the 
chop-shop behind us. Our words 
should honor and esteem, rever-
ence and display respect. It has 
always been thus. Be thoughtful, 
kind, considerate of the feelings/
emotions of others.

In joining others for your fam-
ily celebration be deferential to 
other’s needs. Imagine this one 
day when you are surrounded 
with the offspring of other gener-
ations of those who loved you. Be 
nostalgic for that love. Sing. Paint 
mustaches on dinner guests with 
burnt corks. Check the real level 
of your family tolerance. Drink 
more wine. Check your mental 
stability for humor. Drink more 
wine. And check your ability to 
recover some ordinary elegance 
and refinement.

Think of the promises that hold 
you and your people together. The 
shared liberty, justice, Jello, rare 
beef and good French wines. And 
the fleeting glimpse of life and 
love larger than yourself wrapped 
in a promise and smelling the fu-
ture.

THE GOOMAN THEATER, 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL: A 
Christmas Carol has become the 
first theater-going experience 
for thousands of children and is 
an annual family ritual. At any 
Christmas Carol performance 
one can hear a parent telling her 
children about the first time she 
encountered Marley’s ghost as a 
child in the Goodman audience, 
or family groups gleefully com-
paring last year’s edition of the 
show to its predecessors. Now 
through Dec. 30.

LUX AETERNA: Father 
Bill Jabusch was a Chicago boy. 
South-Side born. With an erudite, 
renaissance childhood. His father 
owned a drug store in the elegant, 
village-like environs of Beverly 
Hills. He went to heaven this 
week at 88, after a lifetime of rari-
fied education, quirky travel and 

a facility for languages and mu-
sic. Ordained in 1956 by Samuel 
Cardinal Stritch, he delighted in 
and cherished the musical tradi-
tions of other cultures, helping to 
translate their epiphanic influence 
into almost everyday usage. He 
wrote countless hymns in English 
for the revised rites after Vatican 
II and his music can be found in 
hymnals from Antioch to Zanzi-
bar. For most of his adult life he 
was a teacher of homiletics at 
Mundelein Seminary, avidly try-
ing to avoid the dangers of being 
in the same assignment for a long 
time. His family circumstances 
permitted him the luxury of wear-
ing out not rusting out. Instead he 
traveled the world to absorb the 
wonder of learning and growth. 
And wrote many books about his 

discoveries. He was 
Chaplain at Calvert 
House at the Univ. 
of Chicago for some 
years. And he was 
more Jesuitical in 
his identity than he 
would admit. A per-
son of curious, but 
emphatic elegance, 
he was a man of his 
times. A priest of 
the old-fashioned 
humble style. And 
a hungry student 

of learning for art, music, litera-
ture and the soft winds that blow 
across the deserts of the Muslim 
world where he was always at 
peace. He took to heart his most 
famous tune, “Whatsoever You 
Do” to the least of my people, that 
you do unto me. He had a small 
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Embrace fleeting glimpse of life and love larger than yourself this year

MAN-JO-VINS
JUST  GOOD  FOOD

HOT DOGS • ITALIAN BEEF • HAMBURGERS   
FRESH CUT FRIES • ICE CREAM & SHAKES
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Promises are exciting and life-giving. Nothing gives us a  
better sense of our own security or stability than a promise. 

Father Bill Jabusch
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Christmas came early to East Rogers Park 
last week when the final panels were in-
stalled to the magically-colorful, extremely 
beautiful, and already quite popular Quan-

tum Dee sculp-
ture at Juneway 
Beach Park, 7751 
N. Eastlake Ter-
race. 

Yes, Rogers 
Park has a new 
baby, and by the 
looks of the num-
ber of people it at-
tracted on Sunday 
as it was complet-
ed, it’s going to 
quickly become 

a popular spot. I can already imagine this 
summer, when picnickers fill the park to be 
near it and little kids are having a blast star-
ing at their reflections in the mirrored orb. 

Quantum Dee is a 20’-tall stainless steel 
and dichroic plexiglass sculpture, created 
in the shape of a spire by artist Davis Mc-
Carty, affectionately nicknamed “Dicro 
Davis.”  Quantum Dee is “named after my 
love of my girlfriend and quantum phys-
ics,” said McCarty. (That is so sweet. Dee 
must really be special -- and lucky -- to 
have a sculpture named after her!)

Apparently, Quantum Dee has a sister 
sculpture, “Quantum Me,” located on the 
South Side’s 99th St., in a quaint Beverly 
shopping district. So it stands at both the 
north and south gateways of the city, Mc-
Carty said. But when I met McCarty last 
weekend, he was totally focused on finish-
ing up Quantum Dee at Juneway Beach for 
us Rogers Parkers. 

Heart  
of the ‘Hood
By Felicia Dechter

Quantum Dee is ‘kind of cool’ and talk of the town 

“I decided to create something here to 
reflect the diversity of the community and 
get people to think about their aspirations,” 
whether that be space travel, medical sci-
ence, or the likes, said McCarty, who did 
his homework and thoroughly researched 
the neighborhood to provide a customized 
sculpture for the community. 

The sculpture’s approximately 90 panels, 
which change colors based on the location 
of the viewer, are made of diochromatic 
plexiglass, a material created by NASA as 
radiation protection for spacesuits. It didn’t 
work well too well for that purpose, but it 
has become like modern stained-glass for 
artists. When looking at it, you see two dif-
ferent reflections, as light and colors from 

it shine on both sides. Two people can look 
at the same panel and see two different col-
ors as your angle changes the color of the 
sculpture, like a dragonfly’s shimmer, said 
McCarty. 

The vibrant colors are representative of 
the diverse Rogers Park community and 
the sculpture reflects the natural beauty of 
the surrounding park and lakefront, said 
McCarty, who hopes Quantum Dee “will 

elicit joy and excitement” for both the city 
and community members for generations 
to come. 

"Bravo for Theater On The Lake's restaurant,
The Lakefront, helmed by Chef Cleetus Friedman."

- Crain's Chicago Business

(312)414-1313 • 2401 N Lake Shore Drive • www.theateronthelake.com (312)414-1313 • 2401 N Lake Shore Drive • www.theateronthelake.com

R E S T A U R A N T

quantum see p. 6

Sculptor Davis McCarty with his sculpture Quantum Dee.                     Photo by John Lamping

Quantum Dee is already attracting the atten-
tion of community members and passersby. 
The sculpture was completed on Sunday.
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Window closing for homeowners chained to ARM mortgage
For home and condominium 

owners chained to an adjustable-
rate mortgage, a year ago would 
have been a good time to refi-
nance into a loan with a fixed in-

terest rate.
Unfortu-

nately, the 
ref inance 
ticket win-
dow has 
closed and 
the train 
has left the 
station.

Accord-
ing to ATTOM Data Solutions, 
residential refinance mortgage 
originations on 1-to-4-unit prop-
erties nationwide declined in the 
third quarter of 2018 to 681,455 
loans, down 15% from the previ-
ous quarter and down 21% from a 
year ago—the lowest level since 
early 2000.

Refinance dollar volume in the 
U.S. in the third quarter repre-
sented an estimated $175.1 bil-
lion, a decline of 14% from the 
previous quarter and down 21% 
from a year ago—the lowest level 
since early 2014.    

In Dec. 2017, this reporter 

3.25%. By Dec. 20, 2012, the av-
erage 1-year ARM rate hit 2.52%, 
and by Jan. 2015, it slid to a rock-
bottom 2.38%. Since then, it has 
started trending upward.

In addition, over the past de-
cade, lenders also began offering 
the more popular 5-year Treasury 
indexed hybrid ARM.  

“Homeowners who financed 
their home or condominium pur-
chase several years ago with a 
one-year ARM especially should 
be shopping now to 
refinance into the safe 
haven of a fixed-rate 
loan,” advised this col-
umn in late 2017.

If a home or condo 
owner’s 1-year ARM 
rate currently is 4.75%, 
the three quarter-point 
Fed hikes put in place 
in 2018 will push the 
loan rate to 5.75% at 
adjustment time. When 
the lender adjusts the ARM-loan 
interest rate in early 2019, it like-
ly will boost the typical mortgage 
payment by hundreds of dollars.

With interest rates rising, the 
1-year Treasury Constant Matu-
rity index hit 2.70% on Dec. 7, 
2018, up from 1.67% on Dec. 7, 
2017. This Treasury index has 
steadily increased to 0.83% in 
Dec. 2016 from 0.67% in Dec. 
2015. Back in Dec. 2014, the in-
dex was as low as 0.15%.

The Federal Reserve Board has 
signaled it wants to gradually raise 
its Fed-funds interest rates in the 
coming months to 3% or slightly 
higher. The funds rate, which the 
Fed charges banks for loans, cur-
rently is in a range of 2% to 2.5%. 
Another rate increase is expected 
at the Fed’s next meeting today.

If a borrower currently holds an 
older 1-year ARM mortgage that 
is tied to the 1-year Treasury in-
dex, it likely carries a lender profit 
margin of 3.25%. This means that 
a 1-year ARM loan with a current 
4.75% mortgage rate would jump 
to 5.95% when the Dec. 7, 2018 
margin kicks in at 2.70%.

Earlier this month, the owner 
of a 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo-
minium was shocked when she 
received a notice from her lender 
that the interest rate on her mort-
gage would increase to 6% from 
4.75%.

The increase happened because 
the Treasury index rose to 2.74% 

strongly advised borrowers pay-
ing off an adjustable-rate mort-
gage (ARM) to refinance because 
it was not a good idea to hang on 
to a variable-rate loan with inter-
est rates on the rise and likely to 
go higher in 2018.

Rates on one-year adjustable-
rate mortgages are modified an-
nually based on short-term inter-
est rates, typically based on U.S. 
Treasury indexes.

One-year ARM rates have been 
on a roller-coaster ride over the 
past decade and a half. For exam-
ple, in Jan. 2002, the 1-year ARM 
rate average was 5.18%, reported 
Freddie Mac.

By Jan. 2011 the average fell to 

on Nov. 7, 2018, sparking the Jan. 
1, 2019 rate increase. So, effective 
Feb. 1, 2019, the condo owner’s 
monthly payment will increase to 
$1,538 from $1,468—an increase 
of $80 a month.

What’s worse is the interest 
share of the payment will jump to 
$735 from $586—an interest gain 
of 25%, or $149 a month. And, 
principal pay down will shrink 
11%—or $51 a month—to $458 
from $509.

The bank’s terse statement 
said: “We calculate your interest 
rate by taking a published ‘index 
rate’ and adding a certain number 
of percentage points, called the 
‘margin.’ Under your loan agree-
ment is the weekly average of 
1-year Treasury Constant Matu-
rity and your margin is 3.25%.”

The bank statement also said 
under the ARM-loan agreement, 
the borrower’s interest rate can-
not go higher than a whopping 
11.25% over the life of the loan, 
and the rate cannot change each 
year by no more than 2%.

The condo owner’s older ARM 
loan was originated in 2002 with 
the interest rate set at a fixed lev-
el for seven years and payments 
amortized on a 30-year paydown 
schedule.

However, during the financial 
crisis of the Great Recession, 
the bank that made the original 
mortgage failed and was taken 
over the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation (FDIC), and the 
loan was sold to another lender. 
In 2008, the second lender also 
failed and was taken over by the 
FDIC. The condo owner’s loan 
was sold to yet a third lender—a 
major national bank.

Following the original mort-
gage documents, the seven-year 
fixed feature ended in 2010, 
and the third bank converted the 
ARM loan to a one-year annual 
rate adjustment schedule. Based 

The Home Front 
By Don DeBat

Condo-mania!
420 W. Belmont #8E, CORNER 1BR w/BALCONY  $169,900

420 W. Belmont #28F, Rehabbed 1BR    $149,900

300 N. State #2608, MARINA CITY 1BR   $219,900

3821 N. Narragansett # 2W, CORNER 2BR w/BALCONY  $119,900

Michael F. Parish
773.770.7002

1720 N. Orchard, Townhouse Unit H
This highly desired Lincoln Park Townhome has 2 
bed/2.5 bath. First level offers large living, dining area, 
updated kitchen & half bath, hardwood floors, exposed 
brick & gas start-wood burning fireplace. Kitchen is 
updated with beautiful Quartz, 42” cabinets & Fisher 
Paykel appliances. Second level has large master 
suite with walk-in closet. Second bedroom has en-suite 

bath & walk in closet. Lower level has family room with gas fireplace & access to patio, 
large laundry & storage room.

1212 N. LaSalle, Unit 2210
Beautiful & bright corner unit 1 bed/1 bath on a High Floor in 
Gold Coast. NEW STAINLESS APPLIANCES. Awesome views 
from all rooms. Private balcony with city & lake views. Kitchen 
with island and granite counters - lots of storage for kitchen. 
Large bedroom with full wall of organized closets. Hardwood 
floors and large closet space. Full service building with 24-hour 
door staff, gym, laundry, dry cleaner & management on site.

3500 N. Lake Shore Drive, Unit 15D
Elegant 1920’s Co-Op waiting for further Restoration. This 2 bedroom + Den, 2 Full 
Bathrooms preferred unit has both East & West Exposures with outstanding Lake views. 
Wide Gallery Entry, leads you to Large Living Room with beautiful decorative Fireplace, 
Spacious Formal Dining Room. Space Pac A/C , and In-Unit Washer/Dryer Hookups.

Broker

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.  

Jacuzzis, Sinks & Vanities

- Remodeling & Restaurant Supply -

A-A SALVAGE
 

on the 1-year Treasury index, the 
interest rate initially was boosted 
from 3.75% to 4.75% in 2018, 
and soon will be raised to 6% in 
early 2019.

Earlier, the self-employed 
condo owner vainly attempted to 
refinance the ARM loan into a 30-
year fixed-rate mortgage through 
the federal government’s Home 
Affordable Refinance Program 
(HARP), but she was rejected.  

Forecasts say that the Fed-
eral Reserve Board is 
scheduled to raise its 
short-term rate three 
more times in 2019. If 
this happens, the condo 
owner could see her 
ARM loan rate jump to 
7% by Dec. 2019, ana-
lysts say.

Obviously, home-loan 
borrowers who sign up 
for an ARM loan hope 
the worst-case scenar-

io—a hike to 11.25%—never 
happens. However, one must al-
ways remember banks and mort-
gage companies are in business to 
make a profit.

Here’s how the late Herbert 
L. Benson, Jr., entrepreneur and 
South Carolina real estate de-
veloper, eloquently summed the 
bank profit concept in the pages 
of “Escaping Condo Jail,” the sur-
vival guide for condo living:

“Your bank is not a synagogue, 
temple or church. It is not a chari-
table institution. You owe it no 
loyalty. Banks today have some 
300 fees and charges that they put 
on the innocent. Beware!” Ben-
son noted.

“They still use their same old 
rules: You can always borrow 
money if you can prove to them 
that you don’t need it. Deposit 
$10,000 and they will be glad to 
lend you $5,000. Shop around, 
read the small print and then de-
cide what is best for you.”

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

1-Year Treasury Constant Maturity Rate

JANITORIAL

773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Choice
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SNOW REMOVAL 
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OFFICE CLEANING •CARPET CLEANING  

POWER WASHING

“They still use their same old rules: 
You can always borrow money  

if you can prove to them that you  
don’t need it. Deposit $10,000 and  

they will be glad to lend you $5,000.  
Shop around, read the small print 
and then decide what is best for 

you,” said Herbert L. Benson, Jr.
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Aldermen propose fines, jail  
for bogus ride-hail drivers;  

but will Cook County prosecute?
By CWBChicago.com

Four Chicago aldermen last Wednesday intro-
duced legislation to make impersonation of a ride-
hail service driver a crime punishable by fine or jail 
time. The proposal comes in the wake of widespread 
reports of robberies and other crimes by individuals 
who posed as drivers for Uber, Lyft, and other ride 
providers to lure victims into cars.

The ordinance would make it illegal for a person 
to pose as a ride-hail driver to “defraud or deceive” 
another person. Unlaw-
fully displaying a ride-hail 
service sign or using coun-
terfeit signs would also be 
outlawed. Violations could 
result in fines of $500 to 
$1,000 or imprisonment for 
up to 90 days or both.

But it remains to be seen 
whether or not Cook County 
prosecutors will actually 
prosecute these crimes if ar-
rests are made. 

Lincoln Park Ald. Michele Smith [43rd] and 
downtown Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd] are sponsor-
ing the legislation along with Anthony Beale [9th] 
and Ed Burke [14th].

“The City Council needs to act now to make it 
clear that impersonating a rideshare operator is 
against the law and carries with it strict penalties,” 
Burke said.

Chicago would become 
the first city in the country 
to pass a law that provides 
for fines and jail time for 
ride-hail impersonators, ac-
cording to a statement from 
Smith’s office. But with 
Cook County courts giving 
other violent criminal of-
fenders the free pass, it re-
mains to be seen if this new 
law will have any impact on 
the growing crime trend in fake ride-sharing rob-
bers.

“Chicago already prohibits the impersonation of 
police officers, firefighters, and city officials but 
does not yet prohibit the impersonation of transpor-
tation network providers,” Beale said.

Police have issued a series of alerts over the past 
18 months to warn the public about fake drivers 
who victimize passengers. At least two robbery 
crews are believed to be posing as Uber drivers to 
lure passengers in the city’s nightlife districts.

City Council approved a plan 
today to terminate two North Side 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 
districts. The terminations will 
dissolve the districts prior to the 
end of their statutory designation 
periods. 

The Ravenswood Corridor 
TIF in portions of Lake View, 
North Center, Uptown and Lin-
coln Square will be terminated 
11 years before its planned expi-
ration date due to inactivity. The 
78-acre district was established in 
2005 to help facilitate the rehab 
and development of high-tech and 
light industrial employers. Upon 
its termination, an unallocated 
balance of approximately $1.4 
million will be proportionally re-
distributed to the various taxing 
bodies that receive tax revenues 
from district properties. The City 

City approves plan  
to terminate  

two North Side TIF districts

Perhaps hoping that nobody 
would notice the move coming as 
it has during the holiday season, 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel on Dec. 12 
proposed dramatically increasing 
the areas where the controversial 
Transit Oriented Developments 
[TOD] are allowed by targeting 
areas nearby high-ridership, high 
frequency bus routes.

On the North Side those ar-
eas will include parcels adjacent 
to the Ashland Ave. (#9, #X9) 
routes, Chicago Ave. (#66), N. 
Lake Shore Dr. (#134, #135, 
#136, #143, #146, #147, #148), 
and along Western Ave. (#49, 
#X49).

TOD’s allow developers to 
build large buildings while offer-
ing little to no parking spaces for 
residents, their guests or service 
vehicles. The new zoning bonus 
would include a potential 100% 
parking reduction, a potential .50 
in additional floor-area ratio, and 
streamlined approval processes. 
In addition, the ordinance would 
expand parking reduction incen-
tives to certain higher density, 
multi-unit residential districts, 
which are typically found along 
denser neighborhood thorough-
fares and regions adjacent to the 
central area.

As part of the proposed ordi-
nance, the City would publish an 
Equitable Transit Oriented De-
velopment Policy Plan within 18 
months that assesses the policy’s 
impact and recommends any re-
visions that may be necessary to 
address potential issues involving 
gentrification, congestion, transit 
investment needs and other is-
sues, as well as opportunities to 
further enhance its goals. 
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of Chicago’s share is projected at 
$322,000. 

The Weed/Fremont TIF on the 
Near North Side will be termi-
nated 14 years before its planned 
expiration date due to lack of 
redevelopment activity. The 2.6-
acre district was designated in 
2008 to revitalize vacant land and 
a large industrial building. Upon 
the district’s termination, an unal-
located balance of approximately 
$933,000 will be proportionally 
redistributed to the various taxing 
bodies that receive tax revenues 
from district properties. The City 
of Chicago’s share is projected at 
$215,000. 

None of the districts have pend-
ing projects or obligations. The 
terminations will take effect on 
Dec. 31.

Mayor proposed dramatic increase 
in TOD developments

Bus corridors now  
the hook to hang  
adding more density

Many local residents consider 
TOD’s and the additional street 
traffic congestion they generate 
one of the biggest reasons why 
Chicago is today becoming a 
less-livable city. Since Jan. 2016, 
more than 144 TODs containing 
approximately 24,419 residen-
tial units have been approved ei-
ther as Planned Developments, 
Type 1 zoning amendments or by 
the Zoning Board of Appeals. If 
passed, literally thousands of city 
lots would be opened up to TOD 
developments.

Chicago’s TOD policy was cre-
ated in 2013 to foster pedestrian-
friendly neighborhoods by en-
abling new construction projects 
near rapid transit stations to have 
higher densities and less parking 
than is typically allowed by the 
City’s zoning code. 

Under the proposal, CTA bus 
routes would now be given the 
same TOD eligibility as rapid 
transit stations for projects that 
are within a quarter-mile, or with-
in a half mile if the development 
site is located on a Pedestrian-
designated street. Suddenly great 
swaths of the North Side will now 
be threatened by these massive 
new high density developments.

Chicago is the first major city 
to pursue a citywide expansion of 
TOD development along bus cor-
ridors. 

“Chicago’s TOD policy is in-
tended to support and sustain pe-
destrian-oriented neighborhoods 
by making it convenient and af-
fordable to live without a car and 
to make it easier for developers to 

tod see p. 11

Ald. Brendan Reilly

Ald. Michele Smith
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“All the colors for me represent 
the colors of Rogers Park,” said 
McCarty, whose “functionally-in-
tegrated architectural” sculptures 
have been installed/exhibited at 
museums, iconic buildings and 
art festivals around the globe in-
cluding the Sears Tower, Union 
Station, Wright Museum of Art, 
Zhou B Art Center, Burning Man, 
and Symbiosis. (His work is also 
held in the Illinois State Museum 
Public Collection). 

I did a little research on Mc-
Carty, who grew up in the Phil-
ippines and Thailand and assisted 
his parents in founding schools 
in remote cities. He’s like a big 
shot, really. Our East Rogers Park 
is now graced with a spectacu-
lar piece of art by a world-class 
sculptor.  I’ve seen it time and 
time again in the other neighbor-
hoods this newspaper covers, but 
now, it has finally happened in 
my neck of the woods.

The mirrored “orb” in the cen-
ter represents an atom, said Mc-
Carty, who is a bit of a science 
geek. Two layers of film on the 
plexiglass not only give the pan-
els their gorgeous, multi-colors, 
but also protect from graffiti. 
(Note to any graffiti taggers who 
somehow might be reading this: 
Leave this sculpture alone, please. 
Let us have something nice in the 
’hood). 

The exterior is made of stainless 
steel and structured aluminum, 
designed to withstand something 
like 200 mph winds. McCarty 
said he did all the manufacturing 
“from A to Z.” 

“For me this sculpture is proof I 
can follow my dreams,” said Mc-
Carty, who has been an artist for a 
decade and a sculptor for the last 
five years and went from having 

no permanent sculptures in 2017 
to four this year across the coun-
try. “I hope people out there in 
the universe can follow theirs as 
well.”

He said putting the sculpture 
by the lake where people can 
see the reflection was important. 
It’s so beautiful to see, with all 
the different colors -- pink, tur-
quoise, green, orange and more 
-- reflecting on the ground and on 
the trees. And the nearby build-
ings reflect in the mirrored orb. 

Seems that Juneway is the pre-
fect place for Dee, she definitely 
fancies up the area. And she’s al-
ready attracting neighbors from 
near and far. 

Andersonville resident Ja-
mie Evans stopped by with his 
grandson, Reece, 2, who loudly 
exclaimed, “Wow!” upon seeing 
the sculpture. It’s kind of cool, 
said one neighbor, while anoth-
er, from Evanston, said it brings 
brightness and, “I think the col-
ors are nice and bright and it’s 
not overtly religious, which is 
good.”

Quantum Dee received funding 

from  the  50 X 50 Neighborhood 
Arts Project, a program sponsored 
by the  Dept. of Cultural Affairs 
and Special Events (DCASE) that 
has a goal of placing at least two 
pieces of public art in each of the 
city’s 50 wards.

DCASE asked aldermen to con-
tribute $10,000 from their “Alder-
manic Menu” (the $1.3 million 
in taxes that aldermen receive 
annually to spend on capital im-
provements in their wards). The 
department provided $10,000 in 
matching tax dollars to each ward 
that participated, for a total of 
$20,000. 

Many neighbors were on hand 
throughout the day on Sunday, 
watching as the final touches were 
put on. Most agreed, Quantum 
Dee is well worth it. 

“I think it’s a great addition to 
the neighborhood,” said Sharyne 
Moy Tu, who walked over from 
near Loyola U. specifically to 
check the sculpture out. “The 
prism effect and the colors… I 
think it celebrates the diversity of 
the neighborhood.” 

Peggy Hall-Heineman, who 
lives across the street from the 
park, is also smitten. 

“I love it. I can see it from my 
sun porch and I think it’s a beauti-
ful addition,” she said. “It’s fun. It 
reminds me of a sun dial because 
of the shadows, or a Christmas 
tree with one bauble. It’s a nice 
entrance to our city.” 

I feel like a proud mama when 
I think about people driving in 
from the North Shore via Sheri-
dan Rd. and upon entering the 
city -- and East Rogers Park -- 

By Jim Vail

The CTA board approved a 
$2.1 billion Red and Purple Line 
Modernization [RPM] project 
that now becomes the most ex-
pensive construction project in 
CTA history.

This major initiative will com-
pletely rebuild the nearly centu-
ry-old North Red Line from Bel-
mont to Howard and the Purple 
Line from Belmont to Linden in 
Wilmette. 

“As we rebuild, much needed 
capacity will be added in this 
growing residential corridor to 
accommodate current and future 
riders, and to deliver faster and 
smoother rides with less crowd-
ing and more frequent service,” 
the CTA stated in a press release.

Contract being issued for $2.1 billion RPM project,  
Uptown and Edgewater stations in line for upgrades

To help underwrite the cost of 
this project, the Mayor’s Office 
and City Council pushed through 
the largest and longest Tax Incre-
ment District in Chicago history, 
one that lasts until 2052, is a mile 
wide and runs from North Ave. 
north to Devon Ave.

The project is scheduled to be 
completed in phases in order to 
minimize the impact on riders and 
the surrounding communities, the 
CTA stated.

The new RPM project contract 
will rebuild stations, bridges and 
track along a century-old corri-
dor between Lawrence and Bryn 
Mawr avenues on the Red Line, 
the agency’s busiest line, CTA 
officials said. The construction 
also will include a controversial 
bypass that will take Brown Line 

trains above Red and Purple Line 
trains north of the busy Belmont 
station, CTA officials said.

“We are excited to begin Phase 
One of the RPM program that will 
modernize CTA train service on 
the lines,” the CTA stated.

Many civic organizations agree 
that this massive infrastructure 
modernization project will help 
alleviate the crowded trains that 
carry commuters to and from 
work. Many times people have to 
wait for the second or third train 
because the cars are packed with 
commuters, while many other 
people have chosen to instead use 
shared ride services like Uber and 
Lyft.

The project promoters claim 
this plan will also be a plus for the 
environment as supporting mass 

quantum from p. 3

transit will put less cars on the 
streets.

Construction is expected to 
start next year in the Fall and to 
be completed by 2025. 

“Picture what we did at Wil-
son and multiply that by four 
– that’s what we’re going to be 
doing between Lawrence and 
Bryn Mawr,” a CTA spokeswom-
an said about the $203 million 
Wilson Station Reconstruction 
Project. There they transformed 
a nearly 100-year-old station - 
long derided as the filthiest and 
ugliest in the system - that was 
cramped and dimly lit into a mod-
ern, bright and convenient station 
that is fully accessible to people 
with disabilities. The station now 
includes customer amenities like 
escalators, elevators, more secu-

rity cameras and new artwork by 
world-renowned artist, architect 
and engineer Cecil Balmond.

The Wilson project also re-
placed a more than 100-year-old 
track structure and established 
the Wilson Station into a transfer 
point for Red and Purple Line Ex-
press trains. 

No train stations will be closed 
during this latest CTA modern-
ization project. Federal tax funds 
and TIF tax funds will pay for the 
project. 

There will be temporary sta-
tions during the construction at 
Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn and 
Bryn Mawr. 

The new stations will have 
wider platforms and will be hand-
icapped accessible.

they spot what is sure to become 
a beloved neighborhood site, our 
shiny, jazzy little Dee. Like Hall-
Heineman, I’m in love with our 
new baby already. It’s amazing 
and we needed something like 
this to show people coming into 
the city that Rogers Park has got 
it goin’ on. 

Loving the colors reflecting on 
the tree trunks was John Lamp-
ing, a neighbor who has been 
chronicling the installation with 
amazing photographs. “It’s alive,” 
Lamping said of the sculpture. “It 
is absolutely beautiful.”  

Lamping also reported that the 
real Dee, McCarty’s girlfriend, 
was brought to the sculpture -- 
blindfolded -- at the end of the 
day to see her namesake. Once the 
blindfold was removed, “She was 
gobsmacked, speechless at first 
and then she became animated,” 

said Lamping. 
Quantum Dee is “awesome,” 

said Tom Heineman, treasurer 
and a founding member of the 
Greater Eastlake Terrace Beaches 
Park Advisory Council. 

“It is positioned perfectly and 
intentionally for traffic from the 
northern ’burbs to see… this is in-
tentional since it is has a purpose 
of a ‘Welcome to Rogers Park’ 
sculpture,” he said Heineman. 
“Most of the neighbors and pass-
ersby love it… A great addition 
to the most northeast block and 
beach in the city.  

“I think this is going to be the 
most photographed object in Rog-
ers Park,” Heineman added. 

I agree. Be sure to come on 
over and check out our new baby, 
as it is stunningly- gorgeous. And 
don’t forget to bring your cam-
era. 

The colorful spire of Quantum Dee makes for a striking, stained glass-like 
effect against the darkening sky.                             Photo by John Lamping

Santa came early to East Rogers Park with his delivery of Quantum Dee. 
Photo by Tom Heineman
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By Elise Bereolos

Students from 30 Chicagoland 
area high schools - including four 
from Chicago’s North Side - filed 
into the CIBC Theatre on Dec. 
12 for a matinee performance of 
Hamilton. The performance was 
the first of the 2018/2019 school 
year’s EduHAM series, Hamil-
ton’s education program that gives 
students a chance to interactively 
learn outside of the classroom.  

Wednesday’s perfor-
mance marked the start of 
the program’s third year 
in Chicago. As part of the 
program and in true Ham-
ilton fashion, student rep-
resentatives from many 
of the schools performed 
original works about Al-
exander Hamilton and the 
American Revolution for 
the audience followed by 
a Q & A with members 
of the cast. The original 
works ranged from a one-
person rap battle explain-
ing Hamilton’s feud with 
Thomas Jefferson to a 
doo-wop song from the perspec-
tive of King George.  

Before attending the perfor-
mance, teachers and students of 
the participating high schools par-
took in a special integrated cur-
riculum about Hamilton and our 
nation’s Founding Fathers. Lake 
View High School senior, Angelo 
Gomez, was one among many stu-
dent performers. His original work 
was a slam poetry piece about the 
final battle of The Revolution-
ary War and Hamilton’s relation-
ship with the first President of the 
United States, George Washing-
ton. Gomez said Hamilton taught 
him that “you can do anything if 
you put your mind to it.”  

A reoccurring message through-
out the show is the idea of legacy. 
Hamilton’s story is that of a scrap-
py immigrant who took the little 
he was given in life to make some-
thing of himself. Based on the re-
actions from the crowd after “My 
Shot,” the theme is one that seems 
to resonate with Gomez and many 
other students in the audience.  

EduHAM allows students to 
take the history lesson out of the 

Local high school students  
perform original works  

at Hamilton Education Program
classroom and into a different, 
innovative environment. Faith 
Duong, junior at Von Steuben 
Metropolitan Science Center 
feels EduHAM gave her and her 
peers a lesson in public speaking 
as well. “I know a lot of kids my 
age struggle with public speaking 
and getting comfortable in front 
of an audience,” said Duong. 
[EduHAM and theater] “present 
public speaking in a whole new 
way that allows us to build con-
fidence.” 

Duong represented Von Steu-
ben alongside her friend, Hazel 
Galvan, in the student perfor-
mance section of the afternoon. 
The two performed a spoken 
word piece similar to a climatic 
song in act two, “Your Obedi-
ent Servant.” The two students 
respectively took on the roles of 
Hamilton and Aaron Burr acting 
out the historical figures’ feud 
and what may have been said if 
Burr had not killed Hamilton.  

During the Q & A portion of 
the afternoon, the cast gave the 
students insight into the audition 
process, when they realized they 
wanted to act in the industry, their 
lives in high school, and more. 
Akron Watson, who currently 
plays Aaron Burr in the Chicago 
production, told the audience he 
auditioned for Hamilton 13 times 

before he got a “yes,” saying it 
takes “1,000 no’s to get one yes.”  

Other cast members gave the 
students words of encouragement 
as well. Ensemble performer, 
Amanda Clement, who had stu-
dents from her hometown of 
Rockford in the audience said, “I 
feel so fulfilled just having you 
be here. You inspire us as much 
as we inspire you.”  

Hamilton producers have 
made tickets for this educational 
partnership available for $70, of 

which $60 is subsidized by 
funders including Lloyd A. 
Fry Foundation and Polk 
Bros. Foundation. (If only 
the rest of us Hamilton 
lovers could be so lucky 
to snag a $10 ticket to the 
Tony-winning phenom-
enon.)  

The Hamilton Education 
Program is one of several 
history education programs 
at the Gilder Lehrman In-
stitute of American His-
tory.  Hamilton producer 
Jeffrey Seller, who was 
instrumental in developing 

the program, says “Our goal is to 
ensure that students have a shot to 
see Hamilton and use its words, 
music and staging to further their 
understanding and enjoyment 
of American History, music and 
drama.”

When asked why Chicago is a 
great city for EduHAM, Senior 
Teaching Fellow for EduHAM, 
Lois MacMillan said, “Judging 
from the performances today, 
there are a heck of a lot of talent-
ed kids here.”

Hamilton, winner of 11 Tony 
Awards including Best Musical, 
plays Broadway In Chicago’s 
CIBC Theatre eight shows a 
week. Visit http://www.broad-
wayinchicago.com/show/ham-
ilton-an-american-musical/ for 
tickets and more information.

Faith Duong and Christine Galvin, Von Steuben Metropolitan Science  
Center juniors.                                                         Photos by Justin Barbin

Angelo Gomez, Lake View High 
School senior.
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A reoccurring message  
throughout the show is the idea 

of legacy. Hamilton’s story  
is that of a scrappy immigrant 

who took the little he was given 
in life to make something of  

himself. Based on the reactions 
from the crowd after “My Shot,” 

the theme is one that seems to 
resonate with Gomez and many 
other students in the audience.  

I wanted  
an electric train for Christmas  
but I got the saxophone instead. 

—Clarence Clemons
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Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer  
inspired by visits to the Lincoln Park Zoo

by Peter von Buol

Seventy-nine years ago, the story of Ru-
dolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer appeared 
as a promotional booklet by the Chicago-
based Montgomery Ward and Company. 
The story made an immediate impact on 
Christmas lore as the company operated 
more than 500 stores and had a highly-
successful mail-order business. 

The story of Rudolph, the little reindeer 
who saved Christmas, had been written by 
Robert L. May, then a company copywriter. 
Given the assignment while his wife, Ev-
elyn, was dying of cancer, May had made 
frequent visits to the Lincoln Park Zoo. 
Joining May on his zoo trips was daughter, 
Barbara. While she enjoyed seeing all the 
zoo animals, deer were Barbara’s favor-
ites. Inspired by his daughter, May wrote a 
story about a heroic young deer who used 
a glowing red nose to guide Santa’s sleigh 
on a foggy Christmas Eve.

According to California-based journalist 
Nate Bloom, who interviewed members of 
the May family, Montgomery Ward’s ex-
ecutives had wanted a “cheery Christmas 
story” that could be given away to shop-
pers and which would help generate good 
will.

Inspired by Barbara’s choice (as well as 
Hans Christian Andersen’s story, The Ugly 
Duckling) May created an original story, 
Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer. Shortly 
after completion, May was convinced the 
story would become a hit. Company ex-
ecutives, however, had not been so sure. 

Back then, red noses were associated with 
alcoholism and had long been fodder for 
jokes. In a 1990 interview published in the 
Chicago Tribune, daughter Barbara said 
her father had refused to give up on Ru-
dolph and would not change the hero.

To help sell his concept, May convinced 
Denver Gillen, a friend who worked in the 
retailer’s art department, to visit the zoo 
and to sketch the zoo’s deer. Gillen’s im-
ages captured exactly the essence of what 
Robert and Barbara May had envisioned. 
In fact, it was the images which sold the 
concept to the Ward executives.

In 1939, Montgomery Ward gave out 

more than two million copies of the free 
booklet and May became an instant celeb-
rity. By 1947 (no books were printed dur-
ing World War II), more than six million 
copies of the booklet had been given away. 
Shortly afterwards, as a token of apprecia-
tion by Montgomery Ward, May was given 
the copyright. In 1948, songwriter Johnny 
Marks, May’s brother-in-law, wrote a song 
about Rudolph. One year later, Gene Autry, 
who was known as the singing cowboy, re-
corded the song and it became a phenom-
enal national hit. Autry had gotten his first 
big break in show business while perform-
ing as a regular on the WLS radio program 

By 1947, more than six million copies of the booklet had been given away by Montgomery 
Ward’s. Images courtesy Rauner library, Dartmouth College

Barn Dance.  
Songwriter Marks would revisit the story 

of Rudolph on numerous occasions. Marks 
wrote Run, Rudolph Run for Chuck Berry 
and additional songs for the 1964 Rankin/
Bass Rudolph television special that re-
mains an annual children’s favorite.

In December 1975, May wrote a column 
for the Gettysburg Times newspaper and 
described the impact the story of Rudolph 
had on children.

“Today, children all over the world read 
and hear about the little deer who started out 
in life as a loser, just as I did. But they learn 
that when he gave himself to others, his 
handicap became the very means through 
which he achieved happiness. My reward is 
knowing that every year, when Christmas 
rolls around, Rudolph still brings that mes-
sage to millions, both young and old,” May 
wrote.

At the age of 71, May died on Aug. 10, 
1976 and is interred at St. Joseph Cemetery 
in River Grove, IL.

“Today, children all over the 
world read and hear about the 

little deer who started out in life 
as a loser, just as I did. But they 
learn that when he gave himself 
to others, his handicap became 
the very means through which 

he achieved happiness,”  
Robert May wrote.


