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He is richest who is content with the least, 
for content is the wealth of nature.

— Socrates

City Hall is wishing the North 
Side a ‘Happy Near Year’ with 
ramped up ticket enforcement, 
hoping to help finance their mas-
sive — and still-growing — bud-
get hole on the backs of drivers 
and parkers.

The city has announced 96 new 
parking pay boxes on the North 
Side adding about 750 new me-
tered spots that until now had 
been free. Most of the new pay-
parking spots are located in Old 
Town, Lincoln Square, North 
Center, downtown, Lakeview and 
several other North Side neigh-

borhoods.
The city also plans to start is-

suing tickets to drivers automated 
speed cameras catch driving be-
tween six and nine mph too fast. 
Chicago has 88 speed cameras 
placed around parks and schools. 
The city also has 309 red-light 
cameras, which have brought in 
over $719 million since they were 
installed in 2003.

On the North Side, some of 
the most profitable and produc-
tive speed cameras are located on 
Ridge Ave. adjacent to Senn High 
School; on Western Ave. adjacent 

to Warren Park; at The Chicago 
River and Peterson, Foster, Mon-
trose and Irving Park. Adjacent to 
Lane Tech High School on both 
Addison St. and Western Ave. On 
Lincoln and Western avenues ad-
jacent to Welles Park; on Irving 
Park just west of the Red Line 
CTA tracks; on Broadway just 
north of Montrose; on Ashland 
Ave. just south of Belmont Ave.; 
on Clybourn and Ashland av-
enues just north of Fullerton; on 
Ashland at North Ave.; on Chi-

by CWBChicago 

Chicago police recorded 279 
carjackings between Nov. 1 and 
Dec. 15 this year. By comparison, 
there were 75 during the same 
period in 2019, according to city 
data. That’s a 272% increase. 

Year-to-date, reports are up 
140% compared to 2019.

That’s bad. But there are two 
even more troubling trends within 
that statistic: Vehicular hijackers 
seem to be increasingly willing to 
use violence during their crimes, 
and ride-hail service drivers are 
being targeted by robbers who 
lure them into carjackings by us-

Rideshare drivers in the crosshairs  
as carjackings soar,  

hijackers now even more violent
ing stolen phones.

And, now this reporter has 
learned, the actual number of 
people who are being shot during 
hijackings is likely much greater 
than the public knows. We found 
Chicago Police Dept. media re-
leases about shooting incidents 
have repeatedly failed to mention 
that victims were shot by carjack-
ers.
More violent

At least three people have been 
shot during carjackings across 
Chicago during December, ac-
cording to media reports. Two 
of those victims died of gunshot 
wounds.

Most recently, carjackers fa-
tally shot Shuai Guan outside his 
Bridgeport home on Dec. 21 after 
becoming frustrated because they 
did not know how to operate his 
Jeep, his widow told CBS2.

On Dec. 3, carjackers shot 
and killed retired Chicago Fire 
Dept. Lt. Dwain Williams as he 
returned to his vehicle outside a 
popcorn store in Morgan Park. 

Prosecutors on Dec. 28 charged 
a third person in connection with 
Williams’ death, Devin Barron, 
20. Barron was on bond for pos-
session of a stolen motor vehicle 

carjackings see p. 12

speed see p. 12

While 2020 saw many beloved 
restaurants close, several new 
restaurants opened their doors. 
Changing COVID-19 guidelines, 
however, have kept their opera-
tions shifting.

By Elisa Shoenberger
Loop North News

FireLake Grill House & Cock-
tail Bar, a farm-to-table restau-
rant located in the Radisson Blu 
Aqua Hotel, opened its doors in 
July 2020 with open patio seating 
and a dining room accommodat-
ing about 32 guests at 25% capac-
ity. The sneeze guards, sanitizing 
stations, and six-foot social dis-
tancing soon followed.

“It has been challenging, with 
the many changes, following 
both state and city regulations,” 
said Zyren Posadas, Senior Food 
& Beverage Manager. “We are 
adapting constantly.”

Following Gov. JB Pritzker’s 
order in late October, FireLake 
closed their indoor dining room, 
built plastic coverings for their 
outdoor patio, and added more 
heat lamps for customer comfort.

“Luckily, the weather has been 
good to us,” Posadas pointed 
out, but “once it begins to snow 
and temperature drops, we’ll put 
another plan in place. Hopefully, 
we’ll be able to open up inside by 
then.”

The restaurant has also ex-
panded into takeout and offers 
curbside pickup. Posada credited 
new technology such as online 
ordering as important to these 
changes.

Ever Restaurant, a fine-dining 
eatery created by Michelin-
starred chef Curtis Duffy and res-
tauranteur Michael Muser, faced 

New restaurants pivot  
with changing C-19 guidelines

challenges even before opening. 
Muser described construction as 
“a nightmare from the get-go,” 
thanks to the pandemic.

With any new construction, 
there are many convergent tasks 
– such as plasterers working on 
walls as plumbers install pipes – 
but with COVID-19, they could 
not be in the same room. Getting 
supplies was a challenge, too, says 
Muser, due to disrupted supply 
lines and other issues. But they 
opened their doors on July 28.

Muser says the 25% indoor 
capacity was difficult, but they 
worked through it and found 
equilibrium.

“Curtis and I want to make 
our city super proud,” said Mus-
er. “We want to let people know 
the City of Chicago has a strong 
enough vibrant food community 
so restaurants can be beacons of 
hospitality.”

The most recent shutdown of 
indoor spaces has been brutal, 
Muser noted. The restaurant has 
also expanded into takeout.

“We’re blessed to have a loyal 
following to support us when we 
can,” he said, but the changes are 
“not our business model.”

While the restaurant tried to 
keep its employees – many of 
whom moved from out-of-state 
to work at Ever – Muser said the 
restaurant had to furlough much 
of its staff. He is hoping the re-
strictions will be lifted soon, and 
restaurants can have 2% indoor 
capacity again.

The restaurant industry has 
been hurt deeply by the pandem-
ic. The National Restaurant As-
soc. predicted in September that 
the industry is on track to lose 

A “river dome” at City Winery on the Chicago Riverwalk. The seemingly 
prescient amenity was actually introduced in 2017. Photo by Paul Crisanti

pivot see p. 12

Essential workers have kept 
our economy going, now we want 
to hear what they need to keep 
going

by Staff

Thousands of workers around 
Chicago have been labeled “es-
sential” to maintaining our health, 
educational and economic infra-
structures. We want to hear from 
those essential workers about 
what they need to keep going.

What is your biggest concern 
as an essential worker and what 
should be done bring relief?

Twenty newsrooms in Chicago 
are collaborating to better under-
stand and report on important is-
sues facing essential workers. We 

Pharmacist Tim Riley is one of more than a million workers who have kept 
showing up to work in person to keep the economy going. 

Courtesy Sandy Bressner ShawMedia

Tell us what you need as an essential worker

want our coverage to adequately 
reflect experiences impacting 
life, family and community for 
workers in health care, schools, 
transit, public safety, food service 
and other industries that are criti-
cal to our ability to function as a 

city and state.  
Fill out this survey [https://airt-

able.com/shrJHZoNsqEbw9T5D] 
and tell us what should be done 
for those who must physically 

need see p. 12

City to ramp up  
speed camera enforcement

City expands metered parking across North SIde

Senior Living,  
page 7
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By Thomas J. O’Gorman

You don’t need to be gossip-
hungry Lady Whistledown to un-
derstand how Americans see the 
results of the pandemic on our 
everyday lives. Just look at the 
enormous increase in the use of 
“zoom” communications. 

‘Zoom’ is when our telephone 
calls become major full screen 
broadcasts to one another face to 
face. 

Like the funny paper’s detec-
tive Dick Tracy used to do. 

Zooming permits us the chance 
to have our computer screen filled 
with the faces and voices of our 
family and friends in Chicago 
and around the world. With star-
tling intimacy, we are soon con-
nected. Speaking. Mugging for 
the camera like a class photo. 

Our phone calls becoming a 
timeless production moment like 
those visits to celebrities’ homes 
from the distinguished CBS jour-
nalist Edward R. Morrow on his 
early TV show “Person to Per-
son” in the 1950s. 

The computer camera picks up 
everything within sight during 
our conversation with our par-
ents, in-laws, workmates, lonely 
loved ones or grandma back on 
the farm. 

While we can’t be together 
in person, we get the next best 
thing, some happy time talking 
to grandpa in the barn, mother 
back in the palace, sister dear in 
her flat in New York or our law 
partner skinny-dipping in the ho-
tel pool in Palm Beach. 

Our phone call brings us up 
close and personal with our 
friends, but our phone call also 
becomes a moment of great re-
veal. No longer are we simply 

voices chatting back and forth 
in the night. Instead, the camera 
lets us see it all. The photos on 
the desk. The crumbling plaster 
on the walls. The wilted plant on 
the table. The soaring Christmas 
tree in the living room. The ar-
rangement of the good china on 
the holiday table. The Butterball 
turkey on the kitchen counter. 

Zooming allows us the oppor-
tunity to get a full picture of our 
phone mates. A wider and more 
layered look at our pals. Their 
home. The refined arrangement 
of their lives. The clutter and gar-
bage of their everyday living.

A recent article in the New York 
Times wrote about a company in 
Maryland called “Books By The 
Yard.” They’re used book sellers 
who will come into your home, 
apartment, office or work place 
and fill it up with books. Yard 
by yard. They credit a lot of their 
newfound success and popular-
ity with the increase in zooming. 
People apparently want to create 
an interior environment around 
them that reflects the books they 
wish they had read. 

Or should have read. 
Or needed to read in order to be 

considered an erudite and well-
read person. 

Imagine conversing with your 
boss at the office via zoom. 
You’re surrounded with the works 
of William Shakespeare, Jane 
Austen, John Steinbeck, Rudyard 
Kipling,  John Updike and Sea-
mus Heaney. You’re definitely not 
the same unread worker bee that 
management thought you once 

were. Here you are zooming, 
looking like you’re on the fac-
ulty at Wellesley. No longer three 
months of the Tribune sports sec-
tion tossed helter-skelter around 
your home. Just you sitting among 
your books. In your personal li-
brary. The brightest bulb in the 
box.

Perhaps your family has been 
on you to take better care of your-
self living in your first apartment 
in the city. 

Maybe your mom is deeply con-
cerned you don’t have the where-
with-all to care for yourself. Dirty 
clothes piled to the ceiling. Gym 
clothes hanging from the light 
fixtures. But now when you call 
home and zoom, they are uplifted 
by the sight of you	 s u r -
rounded by the works of Henry 
Kissinger, Hillary Clinton, Pope 
John Paul II, Mike Royko, Ernest 
Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
Martha Stewart and Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle. 

The parents can breathe again 
and relax. All is not lost. Their 
boy is in good hands with the 
first names in fiction and political 
thought. Yard by yard, by yard.

Can sprucing up our zoom en-
vironment actually change the 
climate of our everyday living? 

Can the book binding and col-
orful spines of literary master-
pieces actually help in restoring 
our sense of zoom intellectual 
self-awareness? 

Well, Books by the Yard thinks 
they can. And so too do all the 
other large quantity used book 
sellers who are all too ready to 
lift you higher up on the intelli-
gence tree, doing something even 
your resume can’t do.

It’s also said to raise the impact 
on an individual’s social life. 

Can you imagine when some 
serial bowler discovers the power 
of books and acquires shelf after 
shelf of works on fashion, phi-
losophy, photography, painting, 
travel and French cooking? 

Can you imagine the boost their 
zoom calls to female co-workers 
will take on when their books 
on Coco Chanel, Julia Child, Ina 
Garten, Erma Bombeck, Mau-
reen Dowd, Gloria Steinem, Jane 
Fonda and Emily Dickinson are 
seen on zoom camera? 

Who wouldn’t want to split a 
milkshake with this dude?

The growing problem, how-
ever, becomes one of a crisis of 
artificial intelligence.  

You can be sure of this much, if 
you don’t actually read the books, 
their wisdom will never leave the 
page. Osmosis just won’t work 
to get it into your brain. If the 
depth of on-hand understanding 
and intelligence doesn’t actually 

have any measurable depth, then 
all the zooming in the world shall 
not make it so. 

Buying an intellectual repu-
tation by the yard will have no 
staying power to open a mind. 
Formulate a sensible synthesis, or 
establish a credi-
ble ability to string 
two thoughts to-
gether. 

You’d be better 
off memorizing 
a thousand jokes 
and funny stories. 
Or commit to heart 
the beatitudes in 
the Scriptures. 

In many ways 
the “Books by the 
Yard” metaphor is 
the perfect one to characterize the 
last four years of American poli-
tics. Lots of colorful book jackets 
with nothing written on the pag-
es. O nly the grit and hard work 
of the citizens of the nation had 
the power to unseat the artificial 
intelligence of a shameful era of 
lost American influence and val-
ue. As a new year is about to com-
mence, the artifice and shallow 
integrity that we were forced to 
endure can now be scattered by 
the good works and moral integ-
rity of people who want to climb 
over the disunity and dishevel-
ment of the recent past. We need 
to remember what goodness can 
accomplish and patriotic loyalty 
can restore.  

The confinement of the pan-
demic has cut us off from one 
another across the nation. Great 
change came to many during this 
past Christmas. Restrictive trav-
el. Lonesome isolation. Nostal-
gic longings for favorite holiday 
meals and traditions. Reevaluat-
ing what is important, life-giving 
and real. 

The discovery of any honesty 
about life is a transforming gift, 
often helping us find what is re-
ally worthwhile.

Now, we are standing at the 
very threshold of the vaccine, 
ready to eradicate the disease as 
it’s released to the public. Let’s 
hope it will cleanse and heal us 
from the shortcomings of the 
past. Save us from artificial intel-
ligence. And phony posturing that 
gets us nowhere. All those things 
that get in the way of  the purpose 
and meaning of our lives.

There’s nothing wrong with 
buying “Books by the Yard,” so 
long as we attempt to start read-
ing them one foot at a time. 

Zoom in on that little miracle 
and change the way Chicago, and 
the nation, lives. Whether you’re 
a bright bulb or not. Reaching for 
her quill, what would Lady Whis-

tledown make of it all?
CHICAGO TALK SHOW: 

Whitney Reynolds has landed a 
national syndication deal. She’ll 
be bringing the stories of extraor-
dinary Chicagoans to a wider 
audience in 2021. Beginning 

Jan. 6, 2021, “The 
Whitney Reynolds 
Show” will air on 
Public Broadcast 
Stations.

M A R G I E ’ S 
CANDIES: We 
splurged and 
picked up a big 
box of handmade 
Margie’s Candies, 
“Terrapins,” that’s 
another word for 
turtle, a confec-

tion that is top of the line. Cara-
mel, pecans, milk chocolate. All 
I can say is that they are the best 
chocolate in the city I’ve had in a 
long time. Remember this was Al 
Capone’s favorite soda fountain 
and chocolate shop back in the 
1920s. The one place the Beat-
les stopped in at in 1965. One of 
those chocolate shops owned and 
operated by distinguished hard-
working Greeks that changed 

colorful see p. 6

Lots of colorful book jackets with nothing written on the pages

A welcoming used book nook with an enchanting vibe. 
Settle in on one of the comfy couches for a read  
or browse the beautiful artwork.  
This unique spot  
is brimming with rich art  
and literary masterpieces!

Once you’re here,  

you won’t want to leave.

6239 N. Clark Street    239-595-7426

HeirloomBooks

Open Noon-7 pm

Can a person buy their reputation at a bookstore? Margie’s Candies, 1960 N. Western Ave.

Whitney Reynolds
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by Felicia Dechter

Heart  
of the  
‘Hood

One thing I missed terribly in 
2020 -- besides my family and 
friends -- was going to the the-
ater. 

Theater is a necessary mental 
health escape of mine, even if just 
for a few hours, to wrap myself up 
in a wonderful story and catchy 
music that stays in my mind for 
days, sometimes weeks, some-
times forever. 

The following are some new 
year’s resolution suggestions 
from Denise McGowan Tracy, an 
event and theatrical producer, au-
thor, playwright and cabaret per-
former with more than 40 years 
experience on-stage and behind 
the scenes in Chicago’s entertain-
ment/events community. McGow-
an Tracy’s “Eleanor’s Very Merry 
Christmas Wish – The Musical” 
streamed virtually to homes this 
holiday season and she presents 
a point of view that we could all 
use to keep in mind. 

“Since mid-March, 2020, 
when theaters and live mu-
sic and event venues abruptly 
closed for what many thought 
would be a brief hiatus, I have 
watched the world in which I 
and [many] talented friends re-
side crumble as the sledgeham-
mer of COVID-19 took a swing 
at theater, music, events and 
more taking out an entire in-
dustry,” said McGowan Tracy. 
“Every day since I have watched 
professional performers, techni-
cians, designers and creatives 
keep their personal ghost lights 
burning while pivoting, revising 
and recharging as government 
and civic leadership, a too-large 
portion of the media, and many 
who claim to love live entertain-
ment collectively shrug their 
shoulders and move on leaving 
artists, actors, musicians and gig 
workers to fend for themselves.”

“And, so, nobody asked me, 
but … here is a short list of New 
Year’s resolutions that I hope will 
turn those shrugs into action, 
compassion and respect for the 
industry professionals who are so 
crucial to our world.”     

Here are McGowan Tracy’s 
New Year’s resolution ideas: 
1. Local Media: Resolve to 
shave 90 seconds off of each of 
your weather and sports segments 
during every broadcast and give 
those three minutes to the local 
arts scene -- theater, music, gal-
leries – all of it. Hire reporters 
and producers who actually feel 
passion for the scene and are 
naturally curious about the talent, 
discipline and more that each re-
quires. 

Resolution suggestions  
from a local performer/theater lover

(Side note: You do know we all 
have weather apps on our phones, 
right? Why do you devote so 
much time to the weather?) 
2. National Media: Resolve to 
learn that there are musical the-
ater productions in the world that 
are not “Hamilton.” I get it. We 
all love “Hamilton.” I mean, it’s 

“Hamilton.” Brilliant. Once-in-
a-generation. Groundbreaking. 
Yes. All of that. But there is more 
to theater than “Hamilton” - and 
Broadway for that matter. Maybe 
take one of those “Steals and 
Deals” or “Made in America” 
segments each week and focus on 
smaller arts organizations. Con-
gratulations on shining a spotlight 
on shopping local and supporting 
small business. We applaud and 
thank you for that. But we hear 
crickets on the subject of how the 
pandemic has affected theater/
live events/concerts venues and 
the individuals.  

Turn the spotlight on strug-
gling not-for-profits, smaller arts 
organizations, venues and emerg-
ing artists who are always vying 
for that recognition now and post-
pandemic.
3. Celebrities: Buy a ticket. 
Don’t request, expect or accept 
comp tickets to a show unless you 
are the theater/music/arts critic 
of your organization. If you want 
to support the arts, lay down the 
credit card. Supporting the arts 
isn’t just tweeting and sharing on 
“the social” that you attended a 
show. It’s paying for the privilege 
of seeing that production. You 

can afford it.
4. Biden Administration: Re-
solve to create a cabinet position 
-- Secretary of the Arts. This of-
fice will work with all 50 states to 
promote to encourage and support 
the arts with national enthusiasm 
and funding. Had there been a po-
sition such as this during the pan-

demic, we might have already 
seen a much needed WPA-type 
program. It’s not too late to cre-
ate this nationwide platform to 
bring the talents of out of work 
actors, writers, technical peo-
ple, stage managers, directors 
and so many more into schools 
via Zoom classes, lectures, 
Q&A and so much more. Do 
it now and keep it going post-
pandemic while also putting 
arts funding back into schools.

5. Biden Administration Again: 
Seriously, has anyone looked at 
The Kennedy Center budget? I 
mean, I love The Kennedy Center 
and the annual Kennedy Center 
Honors. It’s tradition. It’s gor-
geous. What’s not to love? But 
$25M in emergency government 
support on top of the tens of mil-
lions already dedicated in the 
federal budget? What if they re-
ceived 75% of the promised annu-
al funding in future budgets and 
the remainder was distributed to 
storefront theaters and small live 
event venues across the country? 
The places that anchor the block 
and neighborhood and provide 
jobs in communities. Yes, there 
is finally now COVID funding/
grants, etc. but this will be a long 
road back.   
6. Theaters: When you are back 
- and look, I know you have many, 
many, more things to worry about 
when you return. But when you 
can – use the Starbuck’s “pay it 
forward” type chain. Resolve to 
establish an “on account” ticket 
pool. When donors, sponsors, 
ticket buyers purchase a ticket, 
give them the opportunity to put 
one “on account.” Use those tick-
ets for struggling performers, se-

niors, students and others. It will 
fill unused seats with enthusiastic 
and informed audience members 
and add to your bottom line. 
7. All Of Us: Be kind to yourself. 
Be kind to others. We’ve all been 
through so much. And there is 
so much more to go through. We 
will get there. We will not be the 
same. The world will not be the 
same. But whatever we’re all fac-
ing, it will be faced better togeth-
er with kindness. And respect for 
the people and places that bring 
the magic and the wonder of live 
performance and live events into 
our lives. 
8. Have a Happy New Year! 
2021 - I’m ready for FUN!

Born to run… Shawna 
Bruchert may not have gotten 
to run the cancelled 2020 Chi-
cago Marathon as planned, but 
that hasn’t stopped her planning 
for this year’s event. On Oct. 10, 

75 years strong.
And counting.

Since 1945

www.DevonBank.com

Plus,  
baby she was born to run 

Shawna Bruchert will raise funds for the River North-
based Bright Pink while running the Chicago Marathon 
2021. Deadline to support her effort is Jan. 7.

Denise McGowan Tracy shares her thoughts on the 
effect of the pandemic on theaters, performers, etc.

Bruchert will run her first mara-
thon for the River North-based 
organization Bright Pink, a na-
tional non-profit focused on the 
prevention and early detection 
of breast and ovarian cancer in 
young women. If you’re looking 
to support a cancer organization, 
please consider donating through 
Bruchert. 

“I’m running the Chicago 
Marathon because it has been 
on my bucket list for years,” said 
Bruchert, who comes from a long 
line of Rogers Parkers. “I was 
also inspired to run because I lost 
my dad from lung cancer Jan. 30, 
2017. He was a longtime smoker 
and was exposed to Agent Or-
ange in  the war. Also, my other 
‘why’ is because in Sept. 2019, a 
very close person in my life was 
diagnosed with advanced ovarian 
cancer and has thankfully made a 
full recovery. 

“The deadline for me to reach 
my goal is Jan. 7, 2021, to raise 
$2,000,” said Bruchert, whose 
training consists of running 
four days a week following  the 
walk-run Jeff Galloway Method. 
“If I can exceed that amount, 
that would be great.” 

She chose Bright Pink as her 
charity of  choice because they 
focus on bringing awareness  to 
ovarian and breast cancer, early 
screening, and “educating women 
on the early stages of things to 
pay attention to.” 

“My hopes are to raise the 
funds for Bright Pink and com-
plete the marathon… that will be 
a feel-good moment in my life,” 
said Bruchert. Besides the afore-
mentioned reasons, Bruchert said 
she’s also running for, “all of the 
women in my life as well as peo-
ple I haven’t met.” 

As of Sunday night, Bruchert 
had raised $1,740 of her $2,000 
goal. Anyone wanting to donate 
please do so through the 2020 
Chicago Marathon website.

If you want to support the arts, 
lay down the credit card.  

Supporting the arts isn’t just 
tweeting and sharing on  

“the social” that you attended  
a show. It’s paying for  

the privilege of seeing that  
production. You can afford it.
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Now is the time to gaze into the 
crystal ball and look ahead at the 
future of residential real estate in 
Chicago, and gaze back at 2020, 
the mind-bending year of the 
pandemic.

The Dow Jones stock average 
hit a record high of 30,606 points 
at year-end, meaning wealthy 
home purchasers likely have 
plenty of cash in their pockets.

Benchmark 30-year-fixed 
mortgage interest rates ended 
the year at an extremely afford-
able 2.67% on Dec. 31, reported 
Freddie Mac’s Primary Mortgage 
Market Survey.

With home-loan rates breaking 
to record lows for a whopping 16 
times in 2020, thousands of first-
time home buyers likely have 
smiles on their faces. A year ago, 
the 30-year fixed mortgage rates 
averaged 3.72%.

“All eyes have been on mort-
gage rates this year, especially 
the 30-year fixed-rate, which has 
dropped more than one percent-
age point over the last 12 months, 
driving housing market activity 
in 2020,” said Sam Khater, Fred-
die Mac’s chief economist.

On Dec. 31, lenders nation-
wide were charging an average 
of 2.17% on 15-year-fixed loans, 
down from 2.19% a week ear-
lier. A year ago, the 15-year fixed 
mortgages averaged 3.16%. On 
Jan. 1, Gateway Capital Mortgage 
was quoting 2.667% on 30-year 
loans and 2.125% on 15-year 
mortgages, reported RateSeeker.
com.

The Freddie Mac survey is fo-
cused on conventional, conform-
ing, fully amortizing home pur-
chase loans for borrowers who 
put 20% down and have excellent 
credit.

“Heading into 2021 we expect 
rates to remain flat, potentially 
rising modestly off of their record 
low, but solid purchase demand 
and tight inventory will con-
tinue to put pressure on housing 
markets as well as house-price 
growth,” Khater predicted.

At its December policy meet-
ing, the Federal Reserve Board 
said it expects to keep its short-
term benchmark interest rate near 
zero through at least 2023. The 
Fed has held its key rate there 
since March of 2020, when it took 
a range of extraordinary steps to 
fight the pandemic recession by 
keeping credit flowing.   

Lawrence Yun, chief econo-
mist of the National Assoc. of 
Realtors, believes that 2021 will 
be another record-breaking year 
for real estate.

The “December 2020 North 
Side Market Analysis,” drafted 
by Chicago Realtor John Irwin of 
Baird & Warner, pinpointed the 
following trends:

• Despite the pandemic, riots, 
looting, violence, massive un-
employment and unprecedented 
government financial problems, 
Chicagoland home sales volume 
rose 6.3% in 2020 compared with 
the prior year.

• The Lakeview and North Cen-
ter neighborhoods posted 2020 
home-unit sales increases over 
last year while Lincoln Park and 
the Near North Side experienced 
decreases.

• Condominium and townhome 
sales in the Gold Coast, Street-
erville and River North have de-
clined 18.4% from 2019 and in-
ventories have risen 15.2%. There 

by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

Chicago housing outlook  
brighter with record-low rates

are currently 12.5 months of sup-
ply of inventory. “Social unrest 
and aging inventory with high 
assessments are partially respon-
sible,” Irwin observed.

• Restrictions of the COVID-
19 crisis have changed priorities 
of many homeowners. “Working 
from home has made the need 
for more space and a home of-
fice more important than proxim-
ity to the company office,” Irwin 
said. “Many people are looking 
to move away from the trendy 
neighborhoods with a new eye 
on Lincoln Park, Lakeview and 
Bucktown neighborhoods, where 
they can get more space.”

• While some families are opt-
ing to move to the suburbs, it does 
not appear to be having a signifi-
cant affect on the North Side real-
estate market.

“A smooth Presidential transi-
tion and positive news about a 
COVID-19 vaccine are the first 
big steps in re-establishing sta-
bility that the real estate market 
needs, in order to take full advan-
tage of the pent-up demand on the 
North Side,” Irwin said.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

Condo-mania!
420 W. Belmont #8E, CORNER 1BR w/BALCONY  $169,900

420 W. Belmont #28F, Rehabbed 1BR    $149,900

300 N. State #2608, MARINA CITY 1BR   $219,900

3821 N. Narragansett # 2W, CORNER 2BR w/BALCONY  $119,900

Michael F. Parish
773.770.7002

Broker

Condomania!
3110 N Sheridan Road, Unit 702        1st OFFERING
Spacious 1BR plus a Den, corner unit contemporary (2017) bathroom, Brazilian Cherry 
floors in the living space. Kitchen has a breakfast bar, Stainless Steel appliances, oak 
cabinets and granite counter-tops. Secured assigned Parking included in price . 

2800 N Lake Shore Drive, Unit 308
Immaculate modern one bedroom with views of the park! Large open concept, hardwood 
floors throughout, walk-in closet, large master bedroom, and fantastic storage space. Build-
ing features 24-hour door staff, fitness center, outdoor pool, rooftop deck and party room. 

3550 N Lake Shore Drive, Unit 2211
This condo features beautiful gray wood floors throughout, a cook’s kitchen with white 
shaker soft-close cabinets, white & gray quartz counter tops with glass tile backsplash, LED 
under-cabinet lighting, undermount sink & a full range of stainless steel appliances, along 
with a breakfast bar. Gorgeous bathroom with new floor & wall tile & vanity.

SOLD

SOLD

Block or building  
safety assessment

The Chicago Police Dept. is of-
fering to conduct a block safety or 
building safety assessment, which 
involves an on-site visit from the 
police. These visits help to evalu-
ate the safety of your street, or 
your building’s safety equipment 
or preventative measures.

Building and home security 
cameras can also be evaluated 

as to whether they can be con-
nected with Chicago Police 
Strategic Decision Support Cen-
ters (SDSC), which  assists with 
real-time video surveillance and 
situational awareness alerts for 
officers in the field. To schedule 
an assessment, write to ward02@
cityofchicago.org.

While the state is encouraging 
people to continues to use online 
services as heavy customer vol-
ume is expected, Illinois Secre-
tary of State Jesse White said that 
Driver Services facilities have 
now reopened.

White is also reminding the 
public that driver’s licenses and 
ID card expiration dates have 
been extended until June 1, 2021. 
As a result, people do not need to 
rush to visit a facility.

Facilities that opened on Mon-
day include Chicago North, 5401 
N. Elston Ave., and Chicago Di-
versey Express, 4642 W. Diversey 
Ave. (The James R. Thompson 
Center and Chicago Loop Ex-
press, 69 W. Washington St., 
Driver Services facilities will re-
main closed because they are lo-
cated in public buildings that are 
not open).

White stressed that many trans-
actions can be conducted online 
at www.cyberdriveillinois.com 
instead of waiting at a Driver Ser-
vices facility. Some of these ser-
vices include renewing a license 
plate sticker or valid driver’s li-

Driver Services facilities  
have reopened, driver’s license  

and ID cards extended to June 1
cense for qualifying drivers; re-
newing a valid ID card for those 
age 22-64 (seniors 65 and older 
have free, non-expiring IDs); ob-
taining a driver record abstract; 
filing Business Services docu-
ments, such as incorporations and 
annual reports. Customers with 
issues involving administrative 
hearings may contact adminhear-
ings@ilsos.gov.

In an effort to reduce facility 
visits for in-person service, White 
has expanded online renewals for 
driver’s licenses and ID cards. 
Not everyone qualifies, particu-
larly those who are required to 
pass a written or road test.

For qualifying drivers, indi-
viduals will receive a letter with 
a unique PIN approximately 90 
days before the expiration date. 
The PIN is required to renew 
online. For more information on 
determining one’s eligibility for 
online renewal, visit www.cy-
berdriveillinois.com and click on 
“Read more on how to renew your 
driver’s license or ID card online” 
near the top of the main page.

Services for seniors
The Senior Services Division 

of the Dept. of Family & Support 
Services [DFSS] offers programs 
that are designed to address the 
needs and interests of Chicago’s 
senior citizens. Additional infor-
mation is available for families 

who are caring for their older 
loved ones, for seniors residing 
in long-term care facilities, or 
for seniors that may be confined 
to their home. For more informa-
tion, call 312-744-4016 or email 
aging@cityofchicago.org.

The Shared Cost Sidewalk 
Program will open to new ap-
plicants 6 a.m. Monday, Jan. 11. 
Residents have several options 
for applying this year: Call 311 
or apply through the CHI 311 
website or mobile app.

Program operates on a first-

Shared sidewalk program
come, first-served basis and is 
extremely popular. Whichever 
option you choose, make sure 
to enroll as soon as possible 
after the program opens. For 
more information call 312-744-
1746 or email cdotsharedcost@
cityofchicago.org.

Despite the pandemic, riots, looting, violence, massive unemployment and 
unprecedented government financial problems, Chicagoland home sales 
volume rose 6.3% in 2020 compared with the prior year.
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE

2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC
5450 N. DAMEN  (at Rascher)         

BEST KEPT SECRET
SUPER CAR WASH 

3000 N. Broadway
Call 773-348-5510 to arrange curbside pick-up or delivery

www.barryregentcleaners.com

Perfecting “The Art of Clean” since 1950

Optimized cleaning for each garment.  
We have a complete arsenal  
of three cleaning methods;  
two types of dry-cleaning  
PLUS aqua-cleaning.

Rose Rosenmutter started the business known today as General Iron on 
the North Side in the early 1900s to provide for her seven children.

One of the oldest continuously 
operated North Side businesses 
has closed after over a century of 
non-stop recycling service.

General Iron, 1909 N. Clifton, 
closed permanently last weekend. 

No further raw material will be 
accepted at General Iron’s yard 
north of North Ave. on the east 
bank of the Chicago River. 

The process of disassembling 
the shredder and other machinery 
is already in progress, and may 
take up to 90 days to complete.

The company specialized in 

End of a century  
of non-stop recycling service 

at General Iron
City shuts down one of Chicago’s first female-founded businesses

processing and recycling near-
ly 750,000 tons of ferrous and 
non-ferrous scrap material an-
nually, while providing head-of-
household jobs for more than 130 
people. 

As outlined in a cessation 
agreement signed in Aug. 2019, 
all scrap metal recycling and ma-
terial intake had to stop at the end 
of the day on Dec. 31, 2020. 

General Iron’s site decom-
missioning started on Jan. 2, all 
materials over 12’ tall must be re-
moved from the site by Jan. 10.

Full site decommissioning 
must be completed by March 31, 
including the complete removal 
of all associated equipment and 
machinery, including the demoli-
tion and removal of the buildings 
on the General Iron site. 

Their operations will be trans-
ferred to the South Side facility of  
RMG Investment Group, LLC, at 
11600 S. Burley Ave.

Until 2019, General Iron was a 
family-owned and operated scrap 
metal recycler whose business 
spanned four generations. Rose 
Rosenmutter started the business 
on the North Side in the early 
1900s to provide for her seven 
children. Her son, Nate Rosen-
mutter, later developed several 
innovative processes that were 
widely adopted throughout the 
industry and was hailed as an 
industry-leading pioneer.

After his passing, Nate’s daugh-
ter and grandson operated Gener-
al Iron’s facility, which has been 
in the same location for approxi-
mately 60 years. But neighbor-
hood redevelopment and zoning 
changes signaled that operations 
could not remain indefinitely at 
the longtime location when mil-
lion-dollar homes were popping 
up all around what once was a 
heavily industrialized area.

by CWBChicago 

A man who posed as an Uber 
driver to scam four people out of 
more than $24,000 in downtown 
nightlife districts last year has 
been sentenced to four years in 
prison.

Meanwhile, his older brother, 
who was sent to prison for doing 
the exact same thing in 2016, is 
about ready to wrap up his pa-
role.

Lance Baymon, 40, has pleaded 
guilty to operating a continuing 
financial crimes enterprise and 
identity theft in a plea deal with 
prosecutors. Judge Charles Burns 
sentenced him to four years on the 
first charge and two years on the 
second. Prosecutors dropped 27 
counts of felony identity theft in 
the deal and Baymon will receive 
510 days credit for time served 
before sentencing.

Prosecutors said Baymon, 
who was on parole for previous 
ID theft convictions at the time, 
posed as a ride-hail service driver 
to pick up victims near bars in 
River North and Loop during the 
summer of 2019.

After unwitting passengers got 
into Baymon’s fake Uber, he asked 
for their debit cards and usually 
swiped the victims’ cards into a 
reader on his phone, according to 
prosecutors.

He later used the card infor-

Brothers posed as Uber drivers  
to steal identities and cash

mation to take money from the 
victims’ accounts. A source told 
this reporter that police recovered 
a collection of stolen debit cards 
from the rental cars Baymon 
used.

Meanwhile, according to Illi-
nois Dept. of Corrections records, 
Baymon’s older brother Marlon’s 
parole for operating an identical 
scam will wrap up in April.

Marlon Baymon, age 47, was 
arrested in December 2016 after 
a woman accused him of pos-
ing as an Uber driver to steal her 
credit card information and take 
$1,200.

The victim told police she got 
into Baymon’s car near Clark 
and Ontario because she thought 
it was her Uber ride. When they 
arrived at her destination, Bay-

mon allegedly told her the app 
was malfunctioning and insisted 
that she hand over a debit card for 
payment. He swiped the card on 
his phone and made her enter her 
PIN —  information that he later 
used to access her money, accord-
ing to prosecutors.

The older Baymon pleaded 
guilty to operating a continuing 
financial crimes enterprise in Au-
gust 2019 and received a five-year 
sentence. He was paroled three 
months later and will remain on 
parole until April 20, according 
to IDOC.

He has a lengthy criminal his-
tory for felonies including theft, 
misuse of debit and credit cards, 
robbery, and DUI.

Lance (L) and Marlon (R) Baymon.

By Patrick Butler

In a series of very inside-the-
party games of musical chairs 
several North Side seats were  
re-organized in the last month by 
the Democrat Party.

Jonathan “Yoni” Pizer had only 
been 12th District State Repre-
sentative less than a year before 
resigning rather than lose his 
government-paid health cover-
age. The resignation became of-
ficial Dec. 31. He then returned to 
the previous government job he’d 
held for five years as an aide to 
U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley.

To nobody’s surprise, Pizer’s 
legislative spot went to Margaret 
Croke, who had been a tight con-
tender for Pizer’s legislative job in 
the special race called after Sara 
Feigenholtz [6th] gave up the 12th 
District job to become a state sen-
ator once John Cullerton retired 
from the post. Croke won the post 
in the November election.

The Croke and Pizer teams 
have been working together as 
usual handling the usual problems 
as well as other special needs that 
have recently arisen during the 

current pandemic and economic 
lockdown.

Croke has seemingly done ev-
erything, from deputy chief of 
staff at the Illinois Dept. of Com-
merce and Economics to service 
on Hillary Clinton’s campaign 
staff.

Feigenholtz gave high marks to 
Croke on her previous jobs, and 
predicted local residents can ex-
pect more of the same as she takes 
over the 12th District. “Residents 
of our community are in good 
hands. I know Margaret will hit 
the ground running.”

“I’m honored for the job and 
ready to work,” said Croke, whose 
district office is at 3223 N. Shef-
field. “[Pizer] and his staff have 
been exceptionally helpful during 
this quick transition. I am grate-
ful for all of the work Yoni has 
done during these difficult times. 
While 2020 has been incredibly 
challenging, with hard work, I 
am confident that better times 
lie ahead. Every new year brings 
optimism, hope, and promise for 
recovery and renewal. I’m ready 
to get started.”

Margaret Croke is sworn in as the new 12th District State Rep. at Ann 
Sather’s Restaurant on Dec. 31.

Croke sworn in as State Rep. 
of Illinois’ 12th District
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By SARAH MANSUR
Capital News Illinois

State energy laws passed in 
2011 and 2013 allowed Common-
wealth Edison to earn huge prof-
its while the utility giant failed 
to fulfill its promise of consumer 
savings and benefits, according 
to a new report issued by an in-
dependent public interest group 
this week.

Think about that the next time 
you get out your checkbook to 
pay their bill. 

The report from the Illinois 
Public Interest Research Group 
[PIRG] describes the energy laws 
as a “profit machine” for ComEd, 
the sole electricity provider in the 
city and largest utility company 
in the state. The laws established 
a formula rate “that guaranteed 
revenue and profits,” weakening 
the regulatory role of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission [ICC].

The Illinois General Assembly 
passed the Energy Infrastructure 
Modernization Act [EIMA] in 
2011 over the veto of then-Gov. Pat 
Quinn. The law required ComEd 
to spend at least $2.6 billion on 
infrastructure improvements – up 
to $3 billion – over a period of 

State energy laws created ‘profit machine’ for ComEd
ComEd’s profits have grown 47% from 2011 to 2019, report says

five to 10 years and created a for-
mula for raising consumer rates 
based on those expenditures.  

The “performance-based for-
mula rate” included a mechanism 
for the utility to increase its ser-
vice rates and recover the costs 
of delivering its services “pru-

dently incurred and reasonable in 
amount.” The ICC, which regu-
lates utilities including ComEd, 
can prevent a utility from recov-
ering costs that the commission 
finds are not prudent or reason-
able.

Two years later, the General As-
sembly passed a related law that 

overruled the ICC’s adverse regu-
latory decisions against ComEd 
and made changes to the formula 
rate that further diminished the 
commission’s oversight. 

ComEd is also the focus of an 
ongoing federal investigation that 
revealed the company engaged in 
a bribery scheme, from 2011 to 
2019, seeking to influence House 
Speaker Michael Madigan to pass 
favorable legislation, including 
EIMA and the Future Energy 
Jobs Act, which passed in 2016.

Federal prosecutors in Chicago 
entered into a deferred prosecu-
tion agreement with ComEd this 
summer that allows the company 
to avoid being prosecuted for 
crimes in exchange for paying a 
$200 million fine and agreeing to 
cooperate in the federal probe.

Last month, four people – in-
cluding former ComEd CEO 
Anne Pramaggiore and former 
ComEd executive turned lobby-
ist John Hooker — were indicted 
on charges of bribing Madigan by 
awarding no-work jobs, intern-
ships and contracts to Madigan 
associates in order to win his 
favor for legislation benefitting 

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

Four former Commonwealth 
Edison officials pleaded not 
guilty Dec. 2 to charges that 
they engaged in a years-long 
bribery scheme that federal 
prosecutors allege was aimed 
at influencing Illinois House 
Speaker Michael Madigan.

Former executives Anne 
Pramaggiore and John Hook-
er, along with lobbyists Mi-
chael McClain and Jay Do-
herty, were arraigned on the 
charges in U.S. District Court 
in Chicago during a hearing 
that was held remotely due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

In a 50-page indictment that 
was unsealed Nov. 18, federal 
prosecutors allege the four 
engaged in a conspiracy to 
award no-work jobs and lob-
bying contracts to close asso-
ciates of Madigan as part of an 
effort to maintain his support 
for legislation that benefited 

ComEd defendants  
plead not guilty in bribery case

the company.
Those included the 2011 En-

ergy Infrastructure Modern-
ization Act, which established 
a formula-based system of set-
ting utility rates that effective-
ly bypassed the ICC, and the 
2016 Future Energy Jobs Act, 
which, among other things, 
provided ratepayer-funded 
subsidies to two nuclear power 
plants owned by ComEd’s par-
ent company Exelon.

U.S. District Judge Harry 
D. Leinenweber, set an initial 
schedule that gives prosecutors 
and defense attorneys three 
months to exchange all the 
evidence they intend to use at 
trial and file pretrial motions. 
A status hearing is tentatively 
set for Feb. 16 and the defen-
dants remain free on bond.

Republicans in the State-
house have frequently accused 
Democrats of dragging their 
feet on the investigation in an 
effort to protect Madigan.

com ed see p. 10

“We think very clearly 
that there has been 

harm. Consumers are 
paying much more than 

they would have  
otherwise for their  

delivery service, and that 
we were promised all 

types of customer ben-
efits from the law, and 

those have fallen short,” 
Abe Scarr said.

chocolate in Chicago. We have to 
protect Margie’s during the pan-
demic. And you need the sugar. 
They’re at 1960 N. Western Ave. 
and 1813 W. Montrose Ave. You 
can order online.

CLOSURES: Sad news con-
cerning many well-known fran-
chise/chain restaurants across 
the country that are closing many 
locations for good due to the 
pandemic. None of these are re-
ally fine dining, but when you’re 
hungry in small town American 
many of these are just what you 
want. They’ve become a part of 
the American landscape. The list 
is large, these are those that op-
erate in and around the Chicago 
area: Applebees, Cheesecake 
Factory (John Hancock Building), 
TGI Fridays, QDoba, Sbarro, Bar 
Louis, Houlihan’s, Hooters, Bos-
ton Market, Papa John’s, Ponde-
rosa, and Steak N’ Shake.

DREDGE CAROLS: 
Are you acquainted with the 
Dredge? They’re a superb a cap-
pella choral group from the 
alumni of Yale’s Ivy League male 
choruses like the Whiffenpoofs. 
They are well-bred, brahmin 

men who love to sing. So once 
you get past the trust funds, the 
corporate achievements and the 
often historic American roots of 
these former collegiate tenors and 
basses, from America’s poshest 
university, you will enjoy their 
well-mannered civility and first 
class musical accomplishments. 
One of my old Astor St. neigh-
bors, the late Charles Haffner, a 
Rueben R. Donnelly descendant, 
sang with the Dredge. So too did 
young John Smyth, descendant 
of John M. Smyth, the Chicago 
furniture baron. Well all that is to 
say that the Dredge appeared last 
week at the Rush St. Triangle and 
sang their sweet hearts out. They 
brought the avenue of eateries to 
a harmonious standstill that many 
will not soon forget. The Christ-
mas cheer was large. Go Yale.

NEW YEAR ART: Chicago 
artist Adam Scott Umbach, now 
residing in Brooklyn, NY, just 
opened in a very important ex-
hibition, “Halcyon Daze,” at Ro-
man Fine Art, 11 Bridge St.,  in 
Sag Harbor, NY. A true “launch” 
show receiving critical acclaim 
and attention. This exhibition 
will be on view until February, 

marking a dramatic evolution in 
Umbach’s career as an important 
American painter.

HAUTE FASHION: The mas-
ter couturier, Pierre Cardin, has 
died in his beloved Paris at 98. 
Monsieur Cardin reinvented fash-
ion for many. Beginning with his 
costume designs for Jean Coc-
teau’s “Beauty and the Beast,” 
in 1946, he revolutionized high 
fashion with his balloon dress 
in 1954 and his Space Age col-
lection in 1964. His influence 
on world fashion was supremely 
French, poetic, modern and ar-
tistic. He was beloved by Jackie 
Kennedy. No one quite like Le 
Parisian Cardin.

PAX TIBI: John V. Lucas, 
a Deacon in the Archdiocese of 
Chicago, died before Christmas 
after a long illness. He was gener-
ous, hard working, spiritual, rea-
soned and always ready to engage 
the hunger or heartache of others. 
He was the oldest of all the famed 
55 Lucas and Dowdle cousins of 
the Northshore. He was married 
to Patricia Long for 52 years. A 
true “Man for others.”

HISTORICAL NOTE: Dec. 
29 was the 850th Anniversary of 

colorful  from p. 2

Connor, Sianna and Anne Kavanagh. Sophia du Brul Lorenzo Salgado

the Christmas Day martyrdom in 
1170 AD of St. Thomas a’ Beck-
et, the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and one time Chancellor of Eng-
land. He was a lion of religious 
liberty, immortalized in the T .S. 
Eliot play, “Murder in the Cathe-
dral.”

GET ME AN ASPIRIN: Chi-
cago Police are alleging that for-
mer 1st Ward Ald. “Proco” Joe 
Moreno was “drink driving” his 
Volvo down Astor St., careening 
and crashing into eight parked 
autos along the fashionable route. 
Rumor has it that this is the same 
Volvo that was reported stolen by 
the former alderman while run-
ning for re-election years ago. 
When he filed an insurance claim, 
only to have Chicago Police find 
his ‘sometimes’ girlfriend driving 
the vehicle around town with her 
own set of keys.

WHO’S WHERE:   Bobbi 
Panter and hubby, attorney Mat-
thew Arnoux, are in Dubai, rid-
ing their dune buggies across 
the desert sands and celebrating 
15 years together… Julie Har-
ron in Jackson Hole, WY… Ed-
ward Galvin and Daniel Paul 
are in  the Shehy Mountains of 
West Cork, Ireland… Nate Ryan, 
El Paso sports anchor at ABC’s 
KVIA, home with mom and dad, 
Tim and Joann Ryan … newsy 
Anne Kavanagh had both Con-
nor and Sianna home for the 
holidays… Hector Gustavo 
Cardenas and Marius Morkve-
nas still basking in the Mexican 
sun in Merida… Rose O’Neill 
and her entourage dining on Boul 
Mich in the splendor of Bondgirl 
Diane O’Connell’s pad with at-
torney Brendan O’Connor on 
hand… Libby and Larry Lucas 
having family dinner in the city… 
Mark O’Malley and Irish vio-
linist Patricia Tracy celebrating 
with songstress Irene Michaels 

and JAM Productions’ Arny  
Garant… designer Jeffrey Banks 
couching it and loving it in NYC, 
binge watching Netflix’s newest 
series, Bridgerton, that includes 
the ubiquitous 19th century scan-
dal monger, Lady Whistledown… 
the handsome Borg Family all to-
gether … Sophia du Brul, whose 
Yorkshire puddings look superb, 
what a deft hand she has making 
it all work… Brian White look-
ing splendid in black tie for an el-
egant dinner party with Heather 
Wright and Karen Zupko… 
Brent and Kelly Whealan 
George at home in Maryland 
with all three lads around them, 
Emmett, Brennan and Kiernan, 
… Dan O’Donnell running all 
around town with trunk-loads of 
donated toys, free to good girls 
and boys… everyone’s favorite 
staffer, Lorenzo Salgado, served 
up the sweet macarons with the 
port on the night of Boxing Day… 
Myra Reilly, Paula Borg and the 
incomparable Vonita Reescer 
were jolly at the Onwentsia Club, 
Lake Forest, at Sherry Lea Fox’s 
splendid 2019 Christmas lunch, 
reminding us it’s important to live 
in our memories at times.

NICE ENDING: The outdoor 
patio and tent at the Irish Noble-
man Pub on Erie St. was badly 
damaged by vandals one night 
just before Christmas, but neigh-
bors quickly passed the hat to 
pay for over $10K in repairs, just 
in time to re-open the very next 
day. Blown away by the kind-
ness, owner Declan Morgan says 
“Thank you.”

It wouldn’t be New Year’s if  
I didn’t have regrets. 

– William Thomas
Happy New Year to all our 

families, friends and readers,  
regrets and all.

tog515@gmail.com
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Whether you’re retired or still 
working, The Clare offers a 
lifestyle that is second to none. 
Enjoy a luxury apartment, 
gourmet cuisine, a remarkable 
staff and the financial security of 
LifeCare. It’s never too early to 
start planning your future. 

Gold Coast Retirement Living. Your Way.

Gold Coast Retirement Living. Your Way.

55 E. Pearson St.  |  Chicago, IL 60611
312-313-2558  |  www.TheClare.com

 Your future

starts today.  

A Senior Care Development, LLC affiliated 
community managed by Life Care ServicesTM

Learn more by calling 312-313-2558
or visiting TheClare.com today.

FOLLOW US ON:

The Clare ownership company ranks highest  
in customer satisfaction for second year in a row

The Clare residents continue to be 
among the most satisfied in senior liv-
ing communities.

That’s according to the 2020 U.S. 
Senior Living Satisfaction Study from 
J.D. Power, in which Life Care Services, 
The Clare’s ownership company, ranked 
highest in customer satisfaction among 
industry competitors for the second year 
in a row. The award demonstrates that 
residents are receiving care and service 
that goes above and beyond.

The award for Highest in Custom-
er Satisfaction among Independent  
Living Senior Living Communities  
encompasses six individual resident- 
experience factors. Not only did Life  
Care Services win the overall category, 
but it also ranked highest within each  

of the six factors:
• Resident Activities
• Community Staff
• Dining
• Price Paid for Services Received
• Resident Apartment
• Community Buildings and Grounds

“This award represents the voice of our 
residents and is a testament to our com-
mitment to serve the customer first and 
foremost,” says Joel Nelson, president and 
CEO of LCS, the parent company of Life 
Care Services.

Given the unique circumstances the 
COVID-19 pandemic has presented the 
last few months, the award is even more 
meaningful.

“I’d like to recognize the heroic efforts 
of our community staff, who serve the 
residents each and every day,” Nelson says. 
“Their diligence and perseverance provide 
residents with the best senior living experi-
ence possible.”

Indeed, the pandemic has paved the 
way for innovation at The Clare. Program-
ming and activities went virtual. Dining 
operations shifted to delivery without 
compromising quality. Day-to-day life for 
residents changed drastically, and weekly 
COVID-19 testing became the new normal 
for employees.

“This is an incredible honor for LCS, 
and it is a direct reflection of what we work 

toward every day at The Clare,” Execu-
tive Director Kyle Exline says. “One of 
our principles is to serve the residents 
first and foremost, and navigating a pan-
demic in 2020 has only highlighted the 
importance of that principle.”

Life Care Services ranked highest in 
independent living resident overall sat-
isfaction with a score of 855 in the J.D. 
Power 2020 U.S. Senior Living Satis-
faction Study. The study is based on 
responses from 4,992 residents, or their 
decision-maker, living in an independent, 
assisted-living or memory care commu-
nity within the previous three years.

The Clare is located at 55 E. Pearson St.

Senior Living

“One of our principles  
is to serve the residents  
first and foremost, and  

navigating a pandemic in 
2020 has only highlighted  

the importance of that  
principle,” said Kyle Exline.

By RAYMON TRONCOSO
Capitol News Illinois

Some of the North Side’s aging hip-
pies from the 60s got a break from Gov. 
JB Pritzker who issued 9,219 pardons 
for low-level marijuana convictions 
last week while announcing the Illinois 
State Police [ISP] had expunged all eli-
gible records at the state level for mari-
juana related arrests. 

Since the passage of the Cannabis 
Regulation and Tax Act in 2019, Pritz-
ker has issued pardons in 20,236 mari-
juana cases. Pritzker previously issued 
11,017 pardons for low-level marijuana 
convictions on New Year’s Eve 2019.

He also announced that ISP had ex-
punged 492,129 non-felony marijuana-
related arrest records in the state data-
base.  

Illinois counties were required to 
expunge records of arrests created be-
tween 2013 and 2019 by Jan. 1 and have 
until Jan. 1, 2025 to expunge all eligible 
arrest records.

The legalization act created three 
groups of marijuana-related records 
eligible for some type of expungement. 
The first two groups are eligible for au-
tomatic expungement, meaning no ac-
tion is required on behalf of the affected 
party, while the third group requires a 
court petition to start the expungement 
process.

ISP’s completed arrest record ex-
pungement, and the corresponding re-
cord purge ongoing at the local level, is 
part of the first group. Eligible records 
for expungement in this category are ar-
rests for possession under 30 grams or 
less that occurred before June 25, 2019. 
The arrest must not have resulted in 
charges, or if it did, those charges were 
dropped, dismissed, resulted in acquit-
tal, or resulted in qualified probation 
that has been completed.

This automatic expungement only oc-
curs in law enforcement databases. To 
remove all mentions of the arrest from 

court records, a motion must be filed by the 
defendant in the court where the charges 
were brought.

Arrests for minor marijuana offenses 
that were tied to a violent or sexual crime 
are also not eligible for expungement. 
Neither are arrests for delivery on school 
grounds, trafficking or possession of mari-
juana plants.

Records available for automatic ex-
pungement in the second group go through 
a six-step process that includes a pardon 
from the governor. These are convictions 
for low-level misdemeanors that occurred 
before June 25, 2019, such as possession of 
30 grams or less, or the sale of marijuana 
up to 10 grams. 

The Illinois Prison Review Board [PRB] 
will then recommend eligible convictions 
to the governor for a pardon. The governor 
then decides whether to accept or deny the 
recommendation. Pardons issued by the 
governor are given to the Illinois attorney 
general, in this case Illinois Attorney Gen-
eral Kwame Raoul, who then files a request 
with the circuit clerk where the conviction 
occurred to expunge the record. The circuit 
clerk then expunges the record and sends 
an order to law enforcement to expunge re-
cords related to the conviction as well.

The PRB now expects to review  
thousands of additional felony and misde-
meanor marijuana offenses in 2021.

The third and final group of records  
eligible for expungement are not subject to 
an automatic process, but require a court 
petition filed by the convicted party. 

These are for marijuana offenses that do 
not qualify for the previous two groups. 

By law now, a portion of tax revenue 
from the legal sale of marijuana must be 
put towards the expungement process.  
Local residents seeking to remove con-
victions from their record can seek the 
help of some 20 nonprofit organizations 
that provide free legal representation and  
information on expungements, by visiting 
NewLeafIlliois.org or calling 855-963-
9532.

Pritzker issues marijuana pardons, 
clears eligible arrest records
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driver complied, and White alleg-
edly drove the Amazon truck into a 
nearby alley that has a dead end.

White got out of the van at the 
end of the alley and fled, Schieve 
said. A CPD surveillance camera re-
portedly captured images of White 
crossing a nearby intersection min-
utes after the hijacking.

Around 1 
p.m., police 
were called 
to a gas sta-
tion in the 
300 block of 
W. Chicago 
after White 
tried to go 
behind the 

counter and then began pulling on 
car doors in the lot, Schieve said. 
Police detained White, who was al-
legedly wearing distinctive green 
shoes that the Amazon driver de-
scribed to officers. The courier later 
confirmed that White is the person 
who hijacked him, according to 
Schieve.

White allegedly told investiga-
tors that he was inside the Amazon 
truck, and he drove off with it after 
finding the keys inside. But during 
a bond court hearing on Thursday, 
White’s public defender said White 
has no memory of the incident, and 
he denies any involvement.

Judge Arthur Willis set bail for 
White at $500,000 and ordered him 
to go onto electronic monitoring if 
he can post a 10% deposit bond. 
White is not eligible to bail out un-
til IDOC decides if it will revoke his 
parole.

State records show White was 
paroled in May after serving most 
of a six-year sentence he received 
for armed habitual criminal and a 
concurrent three-year sentence for 
possessing burglary tools.

Driver stabbed, shots fired  
during Uptown road rage clash

A driver stabbed another motor-
ist and fired shots through the rear 
window of the victim’s car 12:05 
p.m. Dec. 23, during a road rage in-
cident in Uptown. No arrests have 
been made.

The victim, a 21-year-old man, 
told police he got out of his car 
to confront the other driver about 
following too closely on the 5000 
block of N. Broadway.

He said the confrontation esca-
lated when the other man stabbed 
him in the calf and fired shots 
through the back window of his 
Audi. No one was struck by the 
gunfire, but passers-by called 911 
about the clash.

The injured man returned to his 
vehicle and drove himself to Weiss 

Police 
Beat

Eight years for man  
who robbed three people 
downtown… while on parole, 
electronic monitoring

A man who allegedly escaped 
from electronic monitoring in Nov. 
2019 to pull off three robberies 
downtown has been sentenced to 
eight years in prison.

Devin Wilder, 32, had been on 
parole for five weeks when he was 
charged with selling narcotics in 
Oct. 2019. A judge released him on 
his own recognizance.

Just eight 
days later, 
police arrest-
ed him again 
after he al-
legedly sold 
heroin to an 
undercover 
cop. Another 
judge re-

leased him on a new recognizance 
bond and ordered him to go on 
electronic monitoring.

Wilder never showed up for court 
after that, according to records. Al-
though, he did take some time to 
rob three people on Nov.13, 2019, 
prosecutors alleged.

In one case, a woman reported 
that a man asked her for directions 
on the 500 block of S. Jefferson and 
then threatened to kill her if she 
didn’t give him money around 5:15 
p.m. The man left after she handed 
over a credit card, the woman said.

Another alleged victim flagged 
down police near the Greyhound 
bus terminal at 630 W. Harrison af-
ter a man tried to rob them while 
implying that he was armed.

Then, around 6:50 p.m., a woman 
reported that a man implied that he 
had a gun as he robbed her at an 
ATM near Wells and Van Buren in 
the Loop.

About ten minutes later, police 
found Wilder standing outside a 
convenience store across from City 
Hall on the 100 block of N. LaSalle. 
He allegedly matched the descrip-
tion of the robbery suspect.

The alleged victims identified 
Wilder as the man who either 
robbed or tried to rob them that 
evening, police said.

Now, Wilder has pleaded guilty 
to aggravated robbery, attempted 
aggravated robbery, and robbery 
in connection with the hold-ups. 
He also pleaded guilty to one of the 
narcotics cases, according to court 
records.

Judge Stanley Sacks sentenced 
Wilder to three concurrent 8-year 
terms for the robberies and a one-
year term for the drug case.

Wilder previously did time for 
narcotics in 2018, 2017, 2016, 2013, 
2012, 2011, 2009, and 2008. His first 
prison term was a six-year sentence 
for robbery in 2005.

Man beat CTA worker  
who wanted to let him ride bus 
for free

A Chicago man is facing multiple 
felony charges for an incident that 
all started when he refused to pay 
his bus fare — and then beat up a 
CTA supervisor who was preparing 
to let him ride for free, according to 
prosecutors.

Prosecutors charged Onay Davis, 
22, with five felonies and six mis-
demeanors in the wake of the al-
leged attack on a CTA bus in Lincoln 
Square around 7:30 a.m. Dec. 23.

Davis and two juveniles boarded 

the bus at the intersection of West-
ern and Leland but refused to pay for 
their rides, prosecutors said. The bus 
driver summoned a supervisor who 
decided to let the three fare jumpers 
ride for free.

But when 
the supervi-
sor stepped 
onto the bus 
to give Davis 
and his friends 
the good news, 
Davis punched 
him in the 
face and body 
until he fell to the ground, prosecu-
tors said. Then, one of the juveniles 
jumped in to join Davis in battering 
the fallen supervisor, according to the 
state’s allegations.

Arriving officers said they saw Da-
vis and the two juveniles circling the 
supervisor. Davis pushed one of the 
cops away and threatened the officer 
and their partner as they tried to pro-
tect the CTA worker, prosecutors said. 

The trio fled, and Davis allegedly 
threatened and fought with the cops 
who caught up with him nearby. Ac-
cording to prosecutors, two officers 
were injured during his arrest, includ-
ing one who was struck by a transport 
van door after Davis kicked it.

At the police station, Davis again 
fought with cops and a CPD deten-
tion aide as he was brought into the 
lockup area, prosecutors said. The 
detention aide and another officer 
allegedly suffered sprains and hand 
and finger injuries. The CTA supervi-
sor suffered multiple contusions to 
his face and body.

Prosecutors charged Davis with 
three felony counts of aggravated 
battery of a peace officer, felony ag-
gravated battery of a government 
employee, felony aggravated battery 
of a transit employee, and six misde-
meanor counts of resisting police, ac-
cording to a CPD spokesperson.

Judge Arthur Willis set his bail at 
$100,000. Davis must go on electronic 
monitoring if he can post a 10% de-
posit bond to get out of jail, Willis 
said.

In 2018, Davis received two years 
probation for pepper-spraying a man 
during a robbery attempt near Addi-
son and Lake Shore Dr. 

Burglary crew targets  
North Side T-Mobile stores

A burglary crew targeted three T-
Mobile stores across the North Side 
in about 15 minutes Dec. 27, accord-
ing to CPD reports. But it appears they 
only managed to get merchandise 
from one of the locations. Around 2 
a.m., three burglars forced their way 
into the wireless company’s store at 
6179 N. Lincoln. They smashed display 
cases and got away with electronics 
before police arrived.

Ten minutes later, alarms sounded 
at T-Mobile’s Albany Park location, 
4706 N. Kimball. Police found the 
store’s front glass smashed, but the 
burglars could not make it onto the 
sales floor. A witness saw three men 
get out of a white SUV occupied by 
a fourth man before the burglary at-
tempt.

Five minutes after that, around 
2:15 a.m., a witness reported seeing a 
group of men pounding on the front 
windows of T-Mobile’s store at 2911 
W. Addison during an apparent bur-
glary attempt. The men drove away in 
a white Jeep before police arrived.

According to surveillance video 
of the first burglary, the suspects are 
three men. One wore a white hoodie 
with black pants, another wore a blue 
hoodie with black pants, and the third 
wore a black sweatshirt with a white 
hoodie underneath, according to a 
CPD report.

Man shot  
during River North gunfight 

At least 50 shots were fired during 
a gunfight that left a man injured on 
a River North street Dec. 27, according 
to police and witnesses. No one is in 
custody.

The shootout unfolded near the 
intersection of State and Erie streets 
at 3:42 a.m., according to nearby resi-
dents who spoke with this reporter.

Officially, police said a 32-year-old 
man was on a sidewalk in the 600 
block of N. State when another man 
walked up, fired shots, and fled in 
a gray SUV. The victim was taken to 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital with 
a gunshot wound to his leg, according 
to a CPD statement that cited prelimi-
nary information.

But officers on the scene, graveyard 
shift workers, and residents described 
a wild shooting scene that left about 
50 shell casings from at least two dif-
ferent guns on State St. and around the 
corner on W. Ontario St. Two windows 
sported bullet holes at the 7-Eleven, 
635 N. State. A car parked outside the 
store was also shot up. According to a 
witness, the victim got out of that car 
and then walked around the corner 
where he was shot on Ontario St. Po-
lice have not confirmed that account.

Area Three detectives are investi-
gating.

An hour after the shooting, wit-
nesses called 911 after seeing a wom-
an drop a handgun in the lobby of the 
Embassy Suites hotel, 600 N. State. Ac-
cording to a witness, a man who was 
with the woman picked the gun up off 
the floor and walked out of the hotel 
with her before police arrived.

Police say that they have seized an 
average of one illegal firearm per day 
on and near the Magnificent Mile dur-
ing December.

Cops link two  
Lincoln Park home break-ins

Two residential burglaries in Lincoln 
Park have prompted Chicago police to 
issue a community alert for the North 
Side neighborhood. Detectives typi-
cally issue alerts when they believe an 
individual or group is responsible for 
committing a series of crimes.

The burglaries took place Dec. 22 
between 9:55 p.m. and 10:25 p.m. in 
the 400 block of W. Roslyn and at 3:40 
p.m. Dec. 23 in the 800 block of W. Lill, 
according to the alert. In both cases, 
the burglar broke ground-floor win-
dows to enter the homes.

A witness to one of the burglar-
ies said the offender is a White male 
between 25- and 35-years-old who 
stands 6’-2” to 6’-4” tall and weighs 
about 200 lbs.

Detectives encouraged residents 
of the area to tell neighbors and fam-
ily members about the pattern and 
to keep an eye out for suspicious 
people.

Anyone with information about 
the crimes can contact Area Three 
detectives about alert P20-3-227 at 
312-744-8263.

Burglary alert issued  
for Lincoln Park businesses 

Detectives have determined that 
the same person or group likely 
committed two recent Lincoln Park 
business burglaries. Police issued a 
warning about the crime pattern Jan. 
3. The community alert comes just a 
couple of days after detectives issued 
a similar warning to nearby Lakeview 
businesses.

Police said the Lincoln Park bur-
glars struck most recently during the 
morning hours of New Year’s Day on 
the 2000 block of N. Clark St. The same 
offenders are suspected of burglariz-
ing the Pogo footwear boutique, 912 
W. Armitage, around 2:15 a.m. Dec. 
26, according to the alert and a CPD 
report.

Sunday’s bulletin said the thief 
used force to enter both stores, but 
police did not offer any descriptions 
of the suspects.

Over the weekend, detectives is-
sued an alert for Lakeview businesses 
after investigators linked two recent 
break-ins to a three-man burglary 
crew.

One of the Lakeview break-ins took 
place just a couple of hours after the 
Pogo burglary on Dec. 26. In that case, 
the offenders forced their way into 
Ulta Beauty, 3015 N. Clark, around 
4:50 a.m.

Another Lakeview business was tar-
geted in the 3400 block of N. South-
port at 3:32 a.m. on Dec. 18, according 
to police.

Anyone with information about the 
burglaries can contact Area Three de-
tectives at 312-744-8263. The Lakev-
iew crime pattern is P20-3-229, and 
the Lincoln Park pattern is P21-3-003.

Amazon hijacker is on parole  
for his second gun conviction, 
prosecutors allege

A four-time felon on parole for be-
ing an armed habitual criminal is now 
accused of hijacking an Amazon de-
livery truck near the Gold Coast Dec. 
23.

Prosecutors charged Cedric White 
with armed vehicular hijacking in the 
case. Illinois Dept. of Corrections offi-
cials are moving to revoke his parole.

A 44-year-old Amazon driver re-
portedly noticed White looking at him 
as he made deliveries shortly after 
noon on Dec. 23. Then, he allegedly 
came face-to-face with the 31-year-
old parolee as he prepared to step off 
the truck to make more deliveries in 
the 1100 block of N. LaSalle.

White lifted his shirt to display a 
handgun and ordered the driver to 
hand over his keys, Assistant State’s 
Attorney Jocelyn Schieve said. The police beat see p. 10

Devin Wilder

Onay Davis

An accused serial burglar and thief 
has been sentenced to probation for 
a burglary in Lincoln Park last year — 
even though he was already on pro-
bation for two burglaries at the time 
of the alleged break-in.

Jonathan Hernandez, 26, pleaded 
guilty to one count of theft in ex-
change for an 18-month probation 
sentence in the latest case, according 
to court records. He has been arrested 
17 times in Chicago since March 2014, 
according to CPD records.

Hernandez was most recently ar-
rested on the 800 block of W. Belmont 
in Sept. 2019 by cops who noticed his 
distinctive shoes looked a lot like the 
shoes they saw in surveillance images 
of a burglar who stole a bike from a 
garage on the 2500 block of N. Wayne 
a couple of weeks earlier. One of the 
officers who spotted Hernandez’s 
fancy shoes also recognized him from 

17th time’s the charm? Man gets probation  
for committing burglary while on probation for burglary

a previous burglary arrest, according 
to CPD records.

One year before his arrest,  
Hernandez was charged 
with threatening to shoot 
an off-duty police officer 
who confronted him as he 
allegedly burglarized the 
cop’s garage on the 3600 
block of N. Bell.

“I have a gun. I know 
where you live,” Hernan-
dez allegedly told the offi-
cer. “Where do you work?”

Needless to say, Hernandez found 
out where the officer worked and he 
later pleaded guilty to the break-in as 
well as another in Lincoln Square. In 
Feb. 2019, Judge Catherine Haberkorn 
gave him a sentence of 18 months  
probation on a reduced charge of 
theft.

Shortly before his encounter with 

the off-duty cop, Hernandez un-
satisfactorily completed two-year’s 
probation that he received for 

stealing a bike from 
a garage in the 2600 
block of N. Mildred in 
April 2016, according 
to court records.

In another case, Her-
nandez was stopped 
by cops near Belmont 
and Sheffield after wit-
nesses allegedly saw 
him cutting locks off 

of a bicycle outside of Ann Sather 
Restaurant, 909 W. Belmont, in 
June 2016.

When officers approached  
Hernandez, he hopped off the bike 
and blurted out, “It’s not mine. I  
just stole it,” police said. He was 
given a two-day sentence in that 
matter.

Jonathan Hernandez

Cedric White
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Armed carjackers struck again 
Dec. 30, in Edgewater, where they 
took a couple’s SUV at gunpoint 
around 7:40 p.m., according to 
Chicago police.

The man and woman, both age 
38, were getting in their charcoal-
colored 2019 Audi Q5 when the 
hijackers pulled up in a white 
Honda Civic on the corner of 
Bryn Mawr and Winthrop, po-
lice said. One offender pointed a 
handgun at the man and ordered 
him onto the ground while the 
other carjacker forced the woman 
out of the Audi’s passenger seat.

Both robbers climbed into the 
Audi and sped away southbound 
on Winthrop —  with the man’s 

Couple carjacked at gunpoint  
near Bryn Mawr CTA Red Line

wallet as a bonus.
A CPD license plate reader de-

tected the stolen Audi traveling 
southbound on Lake Shore Dr. at 
Chicago Ave. just a few minutes 
later.

According to an officer at the 
scene, the carjacker who bran-
dished the handgun is a Black 
male who stands about 5’-9” tall, 
weighs about 140 lbs, and wore a 
black hoodie. The other offender 
is a Black male who stands about 
6’ tall, weighs about 150 lbs, and 
wore a blue hoodie or sweatshirt, 
the cop said.

Chicago police recorded 279 
carjackings between Nov. 1 and 
Dec. 15 this year. By comparison, 
there were 75 during the same 
period in 2019, according to city 
data. That’s a 272% increase.

Year-to-date, reports are up 
140% compared to 2019.

Chicago police have issued a 
community alert to warn about 
a series of carjackings and rob-
beries that have been reported in 
Lincoln Park and Lakeview. 

According to the bulletin from 
Area Three detectives, two to 
four offenders are approaching 
victims who are alone on streets 
and sidewalks to take property by 
force or at gunpoint. Investigators 
connected five robberies to the 
pattern, two of which involved 
carjackings.

All five incidents happened 
during the early evening hours:

On Dec. 20, two men robbed 
a woman at gunpoint outside 
her home on the 600 block of 
W. Wrightwood in Lincoln Park 
around 7:30 p.m. The offenders 
put a firearm to the woman’s head 
and took her valuables before 
running northbound on Orchard 
Street, she said. Police previously 
said this incident took place on 
the 700 block of W. Wrightwood.

Around 6:30 p.m. Dec. 21, sev-
eral witnesses reported seeing a 
victim fighting with three men 
during a robbery on the 3800 
block of N. Fremont.

Three men robbed a woman as 
she sat in her car under the “L” 
tracks on the 900 block of W. 

Police warn of robbery,  
carjacking pattern  

in Lakview and Lincoln Park
Oakdale around 7:10 p.m. Dec. 
21. The woman, age 22, told po-
lice that the three robbers pulled 
up next to her in a dark SUV, 
grabbed her, and began taking 
property from her and from in-
side her car. She was not injured.

At 8:20 p.m. Dec. 21, a group of 
carjackers in a dark SUV pulled 
up next to a 28-year-old man as he 
got out of his Honda CR-V on the 
1700 block of W. Wrightwood, 
according to CPD spokesperson 
Sally Bown. One robber pointed 
a handgun at him while the oth-
ers took his belongings, then 
they drove away with his Honda 
CR-V.

Police found the carjacked 
Honda in traffic near Fullerton 
and Ashland a few minutes later. 
Officers began pursuing the car, 
but police supervisors ordered 
them to terminate the chase under 
CPD policy.

Just after 7 p.m. Dec. 22, three 
men pulled up next to a 53-year-
old woman as she sat in her parked 
car on the 2500 block of N. Semi-
nary, Bown said. The offenders 
got out of their vehicle, opened 
the woman’s driver’s door, and 
dragged her from the SUV. Ac-
cording to Bown, they then threw 
her to the ground, and she struck 

her head on the pavement.
Two carjackers got into the 

woman’s Nissan Rogue and sped 
away northbound. The third of-
fender followed them in the vehi-
cle they all arrived in, according 
to Bown.

Cops located the stolen car a 
few minutes later as it traveled 
northbound on Sheffield near 
Belmont. A police supervisor or-
dered the patrol unit to terminate 
their pursuit of the carjacked SUV 
near Addison and Southport.

Moments later, the stolen SUV 
slammed into two other cars at 
the intersection of Montrose and 
Clark. The two occupants of the 
stolen car ran away northbound, 
according to witnesses. Officers 
who responded to the scene said 
they found one of the other driv-
ers trapped and unconscious in 
his car. An ambulance transport-
ed him to Advocate Illinois Ma-
sonic Medical Center.

According to the community 
alert, the robbery team has four 
members: three Black males be-
tween 15- and 26-years-old. One 
stands 5’-8” tall, another 6’t, and 
the third about 6’-2”; and a Black 
male between 19- and 23-years-
old.

Several victims and witnesses 
reported seeing the robbers arrive 
in a dark-colored SUV, possibly a 
Buick.

Anyone with information about 
the crimes can contact Area 
Three detectives at 312-744-8263 
regarding pattern P20-3-226.

A burglar scored thousands of 
dollars worth of jerseys from a 
Wrigleyville sporting goods store 
early on New Year’s Day. The 
break-in came just hours after 
Chicago police warned about a 
pattern of business burglaries in 
the Lakeview neighborhood.

An employee found the front 
glass door broken around 8 a.m. 
Jan. 1 at Sports World, 3555 N. 
Clark. The long-running retailer 
is located on the corner of Clark 
and Addison.

Surveillance video shows a 
man breaking into the store and 
collecting piles of jerseys. He 
was last seen walking behind the 
nearby Cubby Bear restaurant and 

City shutters Wrigleyville bar  
after cops bust huge NYE party

The city’s Dept. of Business 
Affairs and Consumer Protection 
has ordered the Dugout Bar, 950 
W. Addison, to close until further 
notice after police allegedly found 
the Wrigleyville bar over capacity 
and in violation of COVID oper-
ating rules on New Year’s Eve.

Police summoned city agencies 
to the bar after officers found a 
huge gathering as they responded 
to reports of a person with a gun 
at a party in an apartment above 
the tavern.

Now, BACP has ordered the 
bar to remain closed until the city 
completes an investigation of the 
Dec. 31 incident and determines 
what steps, if any, will be taken 
against the business.

Cops went to the building that 
houses the Dugout after a 911 
caller reported that a 19-year-old 
had been battered and people had 
guns inside the second-floor unit 
around 10:45 p.m.

Officers did seize an unattend-
ed firearm in the unit, but no ar-
rests were made.

A webcam that streams foot-
age from just west of the building 
recorded nearly 100 people walk-
ing away from the area as police 
arrived. It’s not known how many 
people departed in other direc-
tions.

The Dugout has not responded 
to multiple requests for comment 
via email, Facebook, and its web-
site.

Wrigleyville sports store burglarized, 
cops warn about  

Lakeview business break-ins
bar, according to police. Accord-
ing to an initial review, the stolen 
jerseys are reportedly worth be-
tween $3,000 and $4,000.

The offender is a White man 
in his 40’s or early 50’s who has 
shoulder-length brown hair. He 
was wearing a yellow checkered 
shirt and gray sweats.

On Dec. 31, Area Three detec-
tives issued a warning for Lakev-
iew businesses after investigators 
linked two recent break-ins to a 
burglary crew. The Sports World 
incident does not appear to be re-
lated to the pattern.

Detectives said a group of three 
burglars broke into two businesses 
in Lakeview recently. After forc-

ing the businesses’ front doors 
open, the team removes property 
from the sales floor and storage 
rooms, according to CPD’s alert.

One of the cases listed on the 
bulletin is the break-in at Ulta 
Beauty, 3015 N. Clark, at 4:50 
a.m. Dec. 26.

The other burglary linked to 
the team took place on the 3400 
block of N. Southport at 3:32 a.m. 
Dec. 18.

Investigators did not provide 
any offender descriptions in the 
alert. However, a witness to the 
Ulta burglary said the crew drove 
away in a white SUV.

Police are warning resi-
dents of West Ridge about 
two residential burglaries. In 
these incidents, the offender 
enters through the rear door 
of the apartment. No dam-
age to the door has been 
observed. Upon entry, the 
offender opens the bedroom 
drawers, leaving them open. 

The offender flees via the 
rear door. Incidents include 
one on the 6200 block of N. 
Mozart St., Dec. 2 between 2 
p.m. and 4 p.m., and a sec-
ond on the 2700 block of W. 
Rosemont Ave., Dec. 20, be-
tween 3 p.m. and 4 p.m.

There is currently no de-
scription of the offender[s].

Residential 
robberies  

in West Ridge

A robbery near Grant Park last 
weekend is part of a wider pattern 
in the Loop and Near South Side, 
police said in a community alert 
Jan. 2.

Detectives usually issue alerts 
when they think a person or 
group of people is responsible for 
a series of crimes.

On Dec. 26, three men pushed 
a 31-year-old woman down and 
took her purse in the 1100 block 
of S. Michigan around 9:50 p.m., 
according to a CPD report.

An ambulance took the woman 

Robbery near Grant Park  
part of wider pattern

to Northwestern Memorial Hos-
pital for treatment of an injury to 
her hand.

The other three robberies that 
police have linked to the pattern 
also took place during evening 
hours. All of the victims were 
walking alone at the time of the 
attacks, police said.

At 8:20 p.m. on Dec. 21, three 
men knocked a woman down and 
dragged her in the street on the 
1700 block of S. Michigan. They 
took her purse, too.

All stories on this page compiled by CWBChicago
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Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
BLACKSTONE TORO OPERATING PARTNER-
SHIP LP n/k/a BLACKSTONE RESIDENTIAL OP-
ERATING PARTNERSHIP LP 
Plaintiff,
-v.-
PULSE USA, INC., an Illinois corporation, RORY 
E. FLOT, an individual, PANDAV ENTERPRISES, 
INC., an Illinois corporation, MIDLAND TRUST 
COMPANY as Custodian FBO John SanFilippo 
#170688, an Illinois Self-Directed IRA, BURICH, 
INC., an Illinois corporation, 1138 LOMBARD, 
LLC, an Illinois limited liability company, ANGEL L. 
ANGER, an individual, THE CITY OF CHICAGO, a 
municipal corporation, UNKNOWN OWNERS; and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
19 CH 000349 
(Jointly Administered with Case No. 19 CH 
000352)
1847 W. WARNER AVE. 
CHICAGO, IL 60613 
NOTICE OF SALE
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to an Amended Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered in the above cause on July 27, 2020, 
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will 
at 10:30 AM on February 2, 2021, at The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, One South Wacker Drive, CHI-
CAGO, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
      Commonly known as 1847 W. WARNER AVE., 
CHICAGO, IL 60613      
 Property Index No. 14-18-417-003-0000
The real estate is improved with a single family 
residence being used as a commercial investment 
property.
The judgment amount was $910,534.94.
       Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted.  The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated 
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the 
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or oth-
er lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residential real estate arose 
prior to the sale. The subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, special assessments, 
or special taxes levied against said real estate and 
is offered for sale without any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the court.
      Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
      The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
      If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
      IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
      For information, Ryan W. Chapin, POLSINELLI 
PC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 150 N. Riverside Plaza, 
Suite 3000, Chicago, IL, 60606 (312) 819-1900. 
Please refer to file number 083357-610146.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
Ryan W. Chapin
POLSINELLI PC
150 N. Riverside Plaza, Suite 3000
Chicago IL, 60606
312-819-1900
Fax #: 312-819-1910
E-Mail: rchapin@polsinelli.com
Attorney File No. 083357-610146
Firm Number: 47375
Case Number: 19 CH 000349
TJSC#: 40-2526
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
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the company. Madigan has not 
been charged, and he denies any 
wrongdoing.

The PIRG report outlines how 
ComEd increased its base rate — 
or the value of its assets used to 
calculate the utility’s level of re-
turn —by about $5.1 billion, from 
$6.2 billion in 2011 to $11.4 bil-
lion in 2019.

ComEd’s profits have increased 
by 47% between 2011 and 2019, 
according to the report, as cus-
tomers saw a 37% increase in the 
company’s delivery services over 
the same time period.

During the six years after the 
follow-up legislation, ComEd’s 

profits increased by $1 billion, 
compared to its profits over each 
of the two previous six-year peri-
ods going back to 2001.

Abe Scarr, director of PIRG and 
coauthor of the report, said the 
information in the report should 
dispel the company’s claim that 
while politicians may have acted 
corruptly to secure the legisla-
tion, the legislation itself does not 
harm consumers.

“We think very clearly that 
there has been harm. Consumers 
are paying much more than they 
would have otherwise for their 
delivery service, and that we were 
promised all types of customer 
benefits from the law, and those 
have fallen short,” Scarr said. 

“Not only should we allow the 
federal prosecutors in the legal 
system to work its way through 
the process, but legislators need 
to take action and right some of 
these wrongs from the past de-
cade because customers could be 
overpaying for years to come.” 

Although ComEd customers 
have seen their utility bills re-
main relatively flat in the past 
decade, Scarr said this is because 
costs on the supply side have de-
creased and distribution costs 
have increased.

“But we think that the distribu-
tion side shouldn’t have gone up as 
much and customers should have 
seen more savings in their bills 
than they have,” he said. ComEd 
serves 4 million customers across 
northern Illinois.

The 111-page report explains 
how the 2011 and 2013 energy 
laws altered the existing process, 
which was in place for nearly a 
century, used by the ICC to set a 
utility’s electricity rates and de-
termine the investment costs the 
company can recover.

“As part of the traditional rate 
case process, the ICC would set 
the return on equity, the profit 
margin applied to the rate base, 
after evaluating the risk profile 
of the company. Under EIMA’s 
formula rates, the Commission 
has no such authority,” the report 
states.

The formula rates established 
by EIMA “strips the ICC of the 
tools and mechanisms tradition-

com ed from p. 6

Hospital, although he did take a mo-
ment to flag down a passing police 
officer on the way to report what hap-
pened.

Doctors at Weiss transferred the 
man to Stroger Hospital for treat-
ment.

According to the victim, the other 
motorist is an Asian man who drove a 
silver Subaru with Wisconsin license 
plates.

Theft crew raids four downtown 
convenience stores in 2 hours

A three-man theft crew stole large 
amounts of booze and cigarettes 
from three downtown convenience 
stores Jan. 2. And, after cops briefly 
chased them through River North, the 
team made one more stop in the West 
Loop to do it again.

In each incident, two or three of 
the men barged into 7-Eleven stores, 
collected smokes and booze from be-
hind the counters, loaded the merch 
into a dark-colored 2003 Ford Expedi-
tion, and sped away.

They first targeted 7-Eleven’s store 
at 201 E. Ohio in Streeterville around 
8:45 p.m. 

Minutes later, they did it again at 
645 N. Kingsbury in River North.

At 10:30 they struck the store at 177 
N. Wells in the Loop.

Cops spotted the Expedition cross-
ing the Chicago River a few minutes af-
ter that heist. Officers pulled the SUV 
over in River North and approached 
the vehicle with guns drawn. But the 
driver sped away again.

He stopped for a few minutes in the 
West Loop so the crew could raid one 
more store at 627 W. Jackson, accord-
ing to a CPD report.

Officers who pulled the SUV over 
in River North said the driver is a 
Black male who’s over 50-years-old. 
He wore a dark stocking cap with a 
dark coat, an officer said. We recently 
reported that convenience store rob-
beries, which have traditionally netted 
only small amounts of money, were 
skyrocketing in Chicago as criminals 

turned their attention to the stores’ 
high-priced tobacco and liquor inven-
tory.

Robberies of convenience stores 
soared 75% in Chicago last year com-
pared to 2019, according to CPD re-
cords.

Cops seize two guns near Mag Mile 
during first two hours of 2021

Chicago police seized two firearms 
in separate arrests near the Magnifi-
cent Mile before the new year was 
even two hours old. The Jan. 1 gun 
arrests come after cops arrested an 
average of one adult per day for ille-
gal firearms possession near the Mag 
Mile during December.

Just 90 minutes into the new year, 
police stopped Crystal Payne in her 
car on the 600 block of N. State. When 
they discovered that her license was 
suspended, officers asked the 30-
year-old and her passengers to get 
out, prosecutors said.

According to the state’s allegations, 
police then saw a loaded handgun 
sticking out of a jacket on the driver’s 
seat where Payne had been sitting. 
Also in the jacket pocket was a key 
chain emblazoned with the name 
Crystal Payne, police said.

Assistant Public Defender Court-
ney Smallwood said Payne was visit-
ing Chicago from Indiana for the holi-
days.

Prosecutors charged Payne with 
unlawful use of a weapon and Judge 
Arthur Willis set bail at $5,000. Payne 
posted a $500 bond to go home.

At 1:45 a.m. Jan. 1, police respond-
ed to the intersection of State and 
Grand after a 911 caller reported that 
someone in a group of three people 
flashed a gun and “menaced” them, 
according to prosecutors.

Cops searched the area and saw 
three people walking up a garage 
ramp —  one of whom matched the 
description of the person who alleg-
edly had the gun.

When cops stopped the trio, Cierra 
Stokes, 27, was carrying three purses, 
prosecutors said. One of those purses 
allegedly contained a loaded hand-

gun. Stokes was not the person who 
matched the suspect’s description, 
according to police.

Prosecutors charged her with ag-
gravated unlawful use of a weapon 
and Judge Willis set bail at $3,000.

New Year’s Day arrests continue 
a month-long wave of gun seizures 
along Michigan Avenue and nearby 
side streets.

At 2:50 p.m. Dec. 29, police alleg-
edly found a loaded handgun under 
the driver’s seat of James Thigpen’s 
car during a traffic stop at State and 
Superior. Prosecutors charged Thig-
pen, whose firearm owner’s ID card 
has been revoked, with aggravated 
unlawful use of a weapon. Judge John 
Lyke released the 26-year-old on his 
own recognizance.

On Christmas Eve, fire department 
personnel transported a semi-con-
scious man from a Mag Mile depart-
ment store to Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital for treatment. On the way to 
the hospital, a paramedic opened the 
man’s bag to look for ID and found a 
loaded handgun inside.

Police responded to the hospital 
to confiscate the gun, and prosecu-
tors charged the man, Lamond Sims, 
20, with aggravated unlawful use of a 
weapon. Judge Willis released him on 
his own recognizance.

On the evening of Dec. 27, cops 
pulled over Deajon Kemp, 20, for al-
legedly driving while talking on a cell-
phone in the 700 block of N. LaSalle. 
Police said they found a loaded hand-
gun between the driver’s seat and the 
center console.

Prosecutors charged Kemp with 
aggravated unlawful use of a weapon, 
and Judge Lyke released him on his 
own recognizance.

Around 4:30 p.m. on Dec. 23, po-
lice pulled Donald Moore over on the 
100 block of E. Pearson because his 
registration was expired, according 
to a CPD report. Cops said Moore, 27, 
could not produce a driver’s license 
and tried to run away after getting 
out of his Mercedes.

According to the report, a loaded 
and stolen handgun fell from his 

waistband as he ran. Cops also found 
Indiana unemployment debit cards in 
Moore’s wallet issued in names other 
than his own, prosecutors said.

Prosecutors charged him with ag-
gravated unlawful use of a weapon 
and identity theft. Judge Willis re-
leased Moore on his own recogni-
zance with electronic monitoring.

Also on Dec. 23, pulled Mark Ma-
son, 33, over for traffic and vehicle 
violations in the 200 block of E. Erie. 
When police asked if he had a gun in 
the car, Mason allegedly admitted that 
he did. Cops found a loaded handgun 
in the car’s sunglass compartment, an 
ammunition magazine in the center 
console, and an open bottle of Patron 
Tequila under the console, according 
to a CPD report.

Prosecutors refused to file felony 
charges against Mason, the report 
states. Instead, he’s charged with mis-
demeanor unlawful use of a weapon. 
He posted a $150 deposit bond to go 
home.

Man, 18, charged with raping  
13-year-old after both run away 
from Lawrence Hall

An 18-year-old resident of the 
Lawrence Hall youth home in Lincoln 
Square is accused of sexually assault-
ing a 13-year-old resident of the home 
twice last month in a park near the 
state-operated facility, 4833 N. Fran-
cisco.

Prosecutors 
said Richard 
Carter sug-
gested to the 
younger boy 
that they run 
away from the 
home on Nov. 
28 and again 
on 29. On both 
days, the teens 

went to River Park, where Carter 
pulled down the boy’s pants and sex-
ually assaulted him near a bridge, ac-
cording to Assistant State’s Attorney 
James Murphy.

The alleged victim reported the 
incidents to a staff member upon 

ally used to investigate and hold 
utilities accountable in an effort 
to promote the public interest,” 
according to the report.

Scarr said the two energy laws 
have allowed ComEd to recover 
almost all of its roughly $5 billion 
in investments. In fact, only $23 
million of that amount was dis-
allowed, or determined it should 
not be charged to customers, by 
the ICC since 2011.

“That’s why we call it a profit 
machine,” Scarr said. “Because 
they spend the money and put 
it through this formula, and out 
comes their guaranteed revenue 
and their guaranteed profits.”

A ComEd spokesperson denied 
that the energy laws harmed con-
sumers or that they changed the 
way ComEd can recover its in-
vestment costs.

“The Deferred Prosecution 
Agreement does not contain any 
allegations that consumers were 
harmed by legislation passed in 
Illinois. In fact, the bipartisan leg-
islation that was passed – EIMA 
and (Future Energy Jobs Act in 
2016) – resulted in substantial 
benefits for ComEd’s customers, 
including reliability that has im-
proved more than 70% since 2012 
to record levels,” said Shannon 
Breymaier, ComEd communica-
tions director. “The standards for 
which investments ComEd can 
recover today are the same as 
they were before EIMA created 
the formula rate.”

police beat from p. 8 returning to Lawrence Hall after the 
Nov. 29 incident, saying “he didn’t 
want to do it,” according to Murphy.

The boy was taken to a hospital for 
treatment. On Dec. 17, the alleged vic-
tim made “positive disclosures” dur-
ing an interview with police, accord-
ing to Murphy.

Carter, who reportedly went miss-
ing after leaving the home Nov. 29, 
subsequently returned and was ar-
rested at Lawrence Hall on Dec. 29.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

Richard Carter
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Miscellaneous, cont.
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or 
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash 
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World 
Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for 
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second 
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited 
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-652-9304 or 
visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/national

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-481-3969 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.com/national

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS**  Give 
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now 
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD 
& brochure!  1-866-471-1334

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-866-586-7248

Thinking about installing a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! Call 1-855-337-8855 to-
day to see how you can save $1,000 on installation, 
or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/cadnet

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give 
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or 
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and  Leukemia may 
result from RoundUp exposure.  A recent $2 billion 
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.  
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your 
RoundUp case today.

Motorcycles
TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES! 
1900-1980 Dead or Alive 888-800-1932 or 920-
371-0494

Real Estate For Sale
TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT $34,900 BANK  
ORDERED SALE MASSIVE LAKE Dockable acre-
age on Kentucky Lake. Way under market value. 
RV ready. 888-386-9446 https://tnlandings.com/Of-
fered by Waters Edge Properties Inc - Broker

Recycling
Interested in helping the environment, those less 
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990, 
offers recycling service as well as:  Used plastic 
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric. 
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210  Email: 
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Training/Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals.  Call 312-598-1758 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLEC-
TOR. ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT 
COKE MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES. 
I PAY CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184. 

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer 
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics 
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201

Service Directory/Classifieds To place an ad, call 773.465.9700 
E-mail: insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com 
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

CLASSIFIEDS
Adoption

Pregnant? Considering Adoption?  We help with food, 
housing, medical, counseling, etc.  You can relocate.  
Choose adoptive family for your baby.  We’re friendly, 
caring, completely confidential. Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Expenses Paid. 
Nationwide Agency. Talk With Us 24/7. 866-716-
3041. Online Chat. Online Application. www.onetrue-
gift.com. Text 515-778-2341.

Auctions
State of Illinois Surplus Property Online Auction - 
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment, 
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much 
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Autos Wanted
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!  All Makes/Models 
2002-2019! Any Condition. Running or Not. Top 
$$$ Paid! Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-985-1806

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled - it doesn’t matter! Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-844-294-
2531

Business Opportunities
$1000 MAILBOX CASH EVERYDAY? Legal, Ethi-
cal, Exciting & Fun,  No MLM Chains, Pyramids Etc 
Website Reveals All www.stressfreecashnow.
com Then Call Hotline 1-800-243-2142

America’s #1 Home Based Business! Up to $20k/
mo. Perfect for Introverts, Never Call Anyone, Text 
“INFO” 800-343-6297 or Call for Prerecorded Msg

Cars For Sale
1998 Dodge RV V2500 V8, 318CID, 120K miles, 
front brake salvage, lots of new, some rust. Needs 
front bumper. For rehab or parts. $2500. Call John 
773-818-0808

1981 Olds Regal 98, V-8 diesel engine, 90K miles, 
$3081. Call 773-818-0808

Commercial Space
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 700 sq. 
ft.; 1,000 sq. ft. & 1,100 sq. ft. Three-year lease @ 
$15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven funds. 
773-772-0808 please leave message.

Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH.  FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE.  CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING – Get FAA Tech-
nician certification. Approved for military benefits.  
Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204

Help Wanted. Paid Daily. No Experience Needed. 
Full Details Go To: www.BestEasyWork.com/
bamidan

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at 
home for a career as a Medical Office Professional 
at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.com 

Education/Career Training
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands 
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment - Drivers
FALL INTO A GREAT NEW CAREER AT TTI! 
$1600 Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS 
*Flatbed *Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26% 
Gross Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/
Reefer. Full benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insur-
ance, 6 paid Holidays, + Industry leading Driver 
Bonus Program! Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth 
or Mike at TTI Inc. 1-800-222-5732 Apply online 
ttitrucking.com

WARM UP WITH A NEW CAREER AT TTI! $1600 
Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS *Flatbed  
*Step Deck  *Van  *LTL Reefer.  Pay is 26% Gross 
Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/Reefer. Full 
benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insurance, 6 paid 
Holidays + Industry leading Driver Bonus Program! 
Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth or Mike at TTI 
Inc 1-800-222-5732  Apply online ttitrucking.com

Farm & Ranch
FARMERS WANTED ILLINOIS FARMER consider-
ing retirement in the next 2 - 3 years? Take 5 minute 
survey for $10. Call (773) 717-5572

Financial
ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

Do you owe $10,000+ to the IRS or State in back 
taxes? Get tax relief now! We’ll fight for you! 
(800)887-5731 - (Mon-Fri 10am-8pm EST).

Government program forgives up to 90% of Federal 
Student Loans. Call today to claim your benefits be-
fore Congress makes changes to eligibility require-
ments. CALL (888) 212-5612

PAY 0% Processing Fees!  Gain track and make 
your business viable by keeping up with payment 
technology.  866--722-7434 CashDiscounts.com

For Sale
Blueberries - Certified Organic - Seasonal U-Pick 
and Pre-Picked, Year-round frozen - Clean fields, 
easy picking, Northwest Indiana, easy access off 
80/90. Check us out at www.BlueberryRanch.com

Health
FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or GARDENERS, 
did you or a loved one use Roundup Weed Killer 
and were diagnosed with NON-HODGKINS LYM-
PHOMA (Cancer)?  You may be entitled to com-
pensation.  Call Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

If you or a loved one were diagnosed with OVAR-
IAN CANCER or MESOTHELIOMA after use of 
TALCUM products such as BABY POWDER or 
SHOWER TO SHOWER, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Contact Charles H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

Health/Fitness
GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day 
money back guarantee! 855-619-0190

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or 
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash 
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT?  
Let us fight for you! Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a FREE consultation! 
1-888-409-1261

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Help Wanted/Employment
Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related 
req.  Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. , 
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire,  IL 60069.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL 
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121 
drive4stevens.com

$500+ Paid Daily The Easy Way. Go To: www.Paid-
DailyGroup.com

Home Improvements
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save 
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old 
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Empire TodayÆ to 
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Janitorial
Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON 
AREAS CLEANING• OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING • POWER WASHING - SNOW 
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF  
SHAREHOLDERS NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT the Annual Meeting of Shareholders for 
Central Savings, f.s.b. will be held at the office 
of the Association, 1601 W. Belmont Ave., Chi-
cago, Illinois, on Thursday, January 21, 2021 at 
the hour of 3:00 P.M. for the purpose of electing 
directors whose term of office will expire, hear-
ing reports and acting on such matters as may 
legally come before the meeting. CENTRAL  
SAVINGS, f.s.b., David G. Abrahamson, Secretary.

Legal Services
NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the Illinois State Bar Association Illinois 
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855 
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Medical Misc.
Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!  Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery.  
Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior 
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! 
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop your home from foreclo-
sure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your High-Speed In-
ternet Thing. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per month. Ask us how to 
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-833-707-0984

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed 
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR 
!  Stream 1000’s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

Miscellaneous, cont.
Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call 
for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

BOOT STRAPS & BRA STRAPS Book On Amazon 
& Audible. Need to start over this year? FREE RE-
BOOT GIFTS: www.SheilaMac.com

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-855-404-2366

Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

Create a new holiday tradition with The Amazing 
Snowman! You can make it snow ANYWHERE, 
even indoors! Get your Amazing Snowman TODAY! 
www.AmazingSnowman.com promo code SM100 
gives you $100 off!

Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Com-
pany, out of state move $799 Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on your Long distance move. 
1-844-452-1706

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for [350+ ] proce-
dures. Real dental insurance -NOT just a discount 
plan. [Don’t wait!] Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-877-308-2834 
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help get you approved! No money out of pockets! 
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may 
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, 
NO risk! We’ve recovered millions. Let us help you!! 
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

DIRECTV - Every live football game, every Sunday 
- anywhere - on your favorite device. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1-855-781-1565

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today 
for $100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some restrictions 
apply)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-402-0373

FREE CASH That’s right WE will send you $5 by 
cash app free right now! Text the word “cadnet” to 
706-761-1745

FREE Ice Cream? Available at ALL Jewel-Osco 
locations, Nightfood ice cream will pay for your first 
pint! Visit TryNightfood.com

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!) Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-447-6780  Special financing for 
qualified customers.

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels & 
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt l Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice 
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months. 
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with AT&T 
Next® and AT&T Next Every Year;  $250 Gift Card 
for Switching to AT&T! (*Requires well-qualified 
credit. Limits & restrictions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER! Fast, Effec-
tive Treatment. Available: Hardware Stores, Home 
Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down 
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention 
88272 for a risk free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day 
money back guarantee! 888-986-3616

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting at 
$49.99/mo! Get More Data, FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease customers! Limited Time, 
Call 1-855-973-9254

LOSE WEIGHT WHILE YOU SLEEP! Scientifi-
cally proven formula. Optimal results. Video intro. 
Sleep2Weight.net. SAVE THIS AD!

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be 
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed. 
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies 
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness  Call 1-877-378-1182  Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

NEW DISCOVERY ELIMINATES COMMON SEX-
UAL PROBLEMS! All Natural Male Enhancement 
Product Increases Staying Power, Performance, & 
Pleasure. Risk FREE 60 Day Guarantee + FREE 
SHIPPING. 15% Discount with Coupon perform03. 
Visit: TryProZyte.com

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

TOOL LIQUIDATION

First Impressions Count!
SHOE SHINE DIRECT

Simple...

FREE  
Pick-Up & 
Delivery

• We’ll Pick-Up Your Shoes
• We’ll Clean Them
• We’ll Shine Them
• We’ll Call, Text or Email  

When They’re Ready &  
Deliver Them Back to You!

Call 773-307-2154
or 773-392-3388

SHOE 
MAINTENANCE

PLUMBING

773-724-9272
jblantonplumbing.com

5126 N. Ravenswood Ave.

We’re Local & Offer 24-Hour 
Emergency Service. 

Best Warranties in the Industry!

Let Our Family  
Take Care of Yours   

With Any PLUMBING,  
DRAIN or SEWER NUISANCE!

• Welder Generator

• Rodder Drain

• Rigid Threading Machine

• Tank Torch Set

• Cutting Torch Tank Set     

• Woodworking Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED • CHEAP

773-818-0808

847-749-8227
847-291-9091

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

DADRASS
PAINTING

• FREE ESTIMATES •

KITCHEN & BATH  
REMODELING

DADRASSPAINTING@YAHOO.COM

PAINTING

INTERNET

DENTAL INSURANCE

Call now to get this FREE Information Kit!

Satellite Internet That is Unlimited 
With No Hard Data Limits!2

1-855-973-9254
HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar Company.
2  If you exceed your monthly plan data, you will experience reduced data speeds until the start of your next billing period. Reduced speeds will typically be in the range  of 1 – 3 Mbps and may  cause 
Web sites to load more slowly or a�ect the performance of certain activities, such as video streaming or large downloads/uploads. 

CALL TODAY - LIMITED SPECIAL OFFERS IN YOUR AREA!

25 Mbps Download Speed
25mbps download and 3mbps upload1

No Hard Data Limits2

Wi-Fi Built-In
Connect your wireless devices at home

Call For Special O�ers In Your Area
Pricing varies by region

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage,  
located at 429 W. Ohio St, Chicago IL 

(312/644-2000), is opening lockers  
2707X (Malcolm Kelley) 
3613X (Natalia Barrera) 
4611X (Patricia Patel) 

3547X (Lauren Vallortigara) 
2713X (Tyra Peterson) 

4504X (Freshii) 
6633X (David Wimsatt) 

5553X (World Wide  Realty) 
1638A (Adrienne Meachum) 
2719A (Barbara Broadhurst) 

3523X and 6619X (Edward Lahood) 
for public sale on  

January 26, 2021, at 3:00 p.m. Cash only.

News tips?
Call 773-465-9700 

Confidentiality guaranteed.

The Illinois Dept. of Security [IDES] says the state is 
experiencing a spike in fake unemployment claims 
creating a large pool of local victims. 

Claims filed fraudulently in another’s name cause 
a major strain to the system and damage the credit 
of the victim. Those who suspect a fraudulent claim 
in their name should try to contact IDES to report 
the imposter claim by phone at 800-814-0513, leave 
a message as they do not answer their phones. 

Due to the large volume of these fraudulent claims, 
IDES may take 2-3 weeks to contact you about the 
claim.

Even if you don’t suspect that you may be a vic-
tim of a fraudulent unemployment claim, you are 
entitled to a free credit report annually from each 
of the three nationwide credit reporting companies. 
Order online from  annualcreditreport.com or call 
877-322-8228. You will need to provide your name, 
address, social security number, and date of birth to 
verify your identity. Also, many banks have services 
to monitor your credit rating.

Fraudulent  
unemployment claims spike
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ENJOYING A
NEW SHOWER

IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK

*Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one per household. Must be first time purchase. Minimum spend amount applies. Financing subject to third party 
credit approval. Some financing options cannot be combined with other offers and may require minimum monthly payments. All offers subject to change prior 
to purchase. See AmericanStandardShowers.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY: 
55431H;NYC:HIC 2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

NE
W

SHOWER DESIGN ENJOYING A

FREE IN-HOME
DESIGN CONSULTATION

CALL TODAY

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

newshowerdeal.com/chicago | 866-312-1190

You are absolutely right in [using] the 
“Golden Gloves” reference to the residents 
who call 1030 N. State their home! The 
evil and “gold seekers” are the contractors 
and those who want to turn the lives of so 
many upside-down!   

I have a lung condition and my doctors 
warn me to stay away from construction 
sites at all costs… let alone to live in one 
for three years! 

Where to gather in a beautiful lobby 
safely, [or] have a car pick me up and drop 
me off in a perfect front driveway? Know 
that my handicapped parking placard 
means I have a close parking spot in a con-
venient garage with a convenient in-and-
out driveway rather than walking a half 
block to my car and exit on Oak St. amid 
the Ogden School chaos. Important deliv-
eries a half block away in the stinky garage 
with no oversight.

All the above for our “proxy” vote to 
give an ambitious and greedy “kid” a fi-
nancial star in his resume. I would never 
have claimed this but for recent revelations 
of some of Christian Pezzuto’s Arizona 
transactions and deals made. I moved into 
this building and built a family of friends 
and thought I would be here for life.    

I do not know how to reverse all my sup-
port papers, which I did not sign, but slid 
through with Pezzuto’s charm... and por-
table air purifier. Please stop this.

Susann Doveikis, 1030 N. State

Yes, put up your dukes

Letter to the Editor

at the time of Williams’ murder, Assistant 
State’s Attorney James Murphy said dur-
ing a bail hearing.

On Dec. 6, a carjacker shot a 44-year-
old man as the two struggled for control of 
the victim’s car at a gas station in South 
Shore.

Earlier this month, prosecutors charged 
two men with shooting people during sepa-
rate carjacking attempts in November. But 
CPD’s media release about those cases did 
not mention that the victims were shot dur-
ing carjackings.

In one case, CPD said, “a 28-year-old 
male victim was inside of a vehicle when 
two unknown offenders exited an unknown 
vehicle, presented handguns, and fired 
shots.” In the other, the police department 
said the victim was driving when two men 
wearing masks fired shots at him.

And at least two more people were shot 
during carjackings Thanksgiving week. 
Carjackers shot a Bucktown man who in-
tervened in the attempted hijacking of his 
wife and daughter’s car on the 1800 block 
of N. Marshfield. 

In a media release after the Nov. 24 
shooting, CPD failed to mention that the 
offenders were trying to hijack the family’s 
car the time of the assault.

On Nov. 22, a worker was shot as he took 
garbage to a dumpster at Whole Foods, 
1550 N. Kingsbury. Investigators deter-
mined that the shot was likely fired by 
carjackers who were trying to take another 
store employee’s car inside the grocer’s 
parking garage. But, again, the police did 
not include that detail in the department’s 
media alert.
Uber and Lyft hijackings

We reported in November that a growing 
number of Lyft and Uber drivers suspected 
that carjackers were using stolen phones to 
lure ride-hail workers into armed hijack-
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ings. Since then, plenty of evidence has 
emerged to support the drivers’ suspicions.

Prosecutors on Dec. 16 charged Joshua 
Johnson with carjacking and robbing three 
separate ride-hail drivers at gunpoint dur-
ing November. Johnson used stolen phones 
to lure the victims in via Uber and Lyft, 
according to the state’s allegations.

On Dec. 28, CPD detectives warned that 
four ride service drivers were carjacked 
last week by passengers they drove to the 
11300 and 11400 blocks of S. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr Dr. One carjacking took 
place every night between Dec. 23 and Dec. 
25, according to the community alert.

According to prosecutors and police 
reports, carjackers are ordering Lyft and 
Uber drivers on phones that have been 
taken in other robberies. The robbers typi-
cally order victims to give up their phone 
passwords at gunpoint or with a threat of 
violence and then access the victims’ ac-
counts.

Because Lyft and Uber apps do not have 
customers’ identifying information — oth-
er than their names — drivers have little 
opportunity to confirm that the person get-
ting into their vehicle is the person who 
owns the account.

On Monday, CBS2 spoke with another 
Lyft driver who was recently carjacked 
by a fare. That driver said that the ride-
hail company’s insurance program tried to 
charge him a $2,500 deductible after his 
hijacked car was found in unusable condi-
tion.

cago Ave., both east and west of State St.; 
on Columbus south of Illinois St., and on 
Illinois east of Columbus.

Chicago currently imposes a $35 speed-
ing ticket on drivers caught by cameras for 
going 10 mph over the speed limit. Driv-
ers caught going 11 mph or higher pay a 
$100 ticket. Five unpaid tickets from a traf-
fic camera can get a driver’s license sus-
pended.

Mayor Lori Lightfoot is counting on 
millions of dollars in new revenue in 2021 
from the $35 tickets to help close a $1.2 bil-
lion deficit that is primarily the result of 
the pandemic-related economic lockdown 
that has decimated the local economy.

So far details on specifics of how and 
when the stricter enforcement will be en-
forced are scarce. Two years ago Lightfoot 
ran for mayor - in part - on a platform of 
reducing the predatory nature of City Hall 
when it came to camera-captured driving 
offenses and the severe tactics the city took 
to collect those debts. Lightfoot promised 
to end the city’s addiction to fines and fees 
that fall heaviest on the city’s low-income 
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According to prosecutors  
and police reports,  

carjackers are ordering  
Lyft and Uber drivers  

on phones that have been taken 
in other robberies.

$240 billion in sales by the end of 2020. 
Their report noted that one in six restau-
rants has closed either permanently or for 
a long time.

“A significant amount of damage has al-
ready been done,” said Muser.

Indoor dining higher risk, says epidemi-
ologist

The best course of action to get restau-
rants back in business is tricky. Indoor 
dining is a higher-risk activity, according 
to Katie Suleta, an epidemiologist with a 
background in infectious diseases.

“I feel bad for restaurants... but with a 
disease that spreads via respiratory drop-
lets, eating around others is always going 
to be risky because you have to expose 
your mouth,” explained Suleta.

Restaurant owners have been asking 
Gov. Pritzker to allow them to open up to 
20% in January. Recent research suggests 
that 20% is the “sweet spot” for minimiz-
ing risk, but it won’t eliminate transmis-
sion, says Suleta.

It is “a way to allow the economy and 
work to continue in some capacity while 
still keeping infections to a manageable 
level,” she explains. “That really only 
works if you have a robust testing and con-
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tact tracing system in place, which is some-
thing that most places don’t have. Everyone 
needs to be complying with public health 
measures that are specifically put into 
place to make something like this safer.”

With wider spread, dissemination of the 
vaccine, and the stimulus bill, restaurants 
will hopefully get some relief from the cor-

Outdoor dining in the Fulton Market community. 
Photo by Kevin Conway provided by Choose Chicago

onavirus and be able to function at capac-
ity again. Until then, they will continue to 
respond as best they can to changing state 
and city guidelines.

“It’s not too late to get creative,” Posadas 
of FireLake said. “We work with cards that 
we’re dealt with.”

show up for work during the pandemic.
By completing this survey, you agree 

that your message can be used as part of 
ongoing coverage of essential workers and 
that a news organization may contact you 
about this and related issues. Your message 
will be treated as confidential. 

You can find the collected reporting 
work on chicagoessentialworkers.org. 
Participating newsrooms include WBEZ, 
Chicago Reader, La Raza, WTTW, Block 
Club Chicago, South Side Weekly, Austin 
Weekly News, Chicago Defender, Injus-
tice Watch, Windy City Times, Borderless 
Magazine, Hyde Park Herald, Inside Publi-
cations, Loop North News, Chicago Music 
Guide, Wednesday Journal, Forest Park 
Review, Riverside Brookfield Landmark, 
Rebellious Magazine and Shaw Media.

need from p. 1

residents.
Cars found on the streets can now be 

booted and towed away with as few as two 
open ticket violations.

The money raised from all those new 
meters is slated to offset the annual pay-
ment the city has to make to Chicago Park-
ing Meters LLC for meters taken out of 
commission.

The speeding ticket change is part of 
City Hall’s 2021 plan to raise an addition-
al $38 million from fines, forfeitures and 

penalties. 
According to a study by The Chicago 

Tribune, total crashes were actually down 
by almost 20,000 in the first nine months 
of 2020 compared to the same period of 
2019. There have been 28 more deaths on 
the road this year, but it’s not clear to what 
degree speed was a factor. A Tribune anal-
ysis of the data found one more death this 
year related to speed or reckless driving 
than in the same period of 2019.


