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The Magnificent Mile boasts more than 450 retailers, including flagship experiences; major department stores;
international designers and boutiques; innovative technology and jewelry; and three vertical shopping centers.
Image courtesy The Magnificent Mile Michigan Avenue District

The state of Michigan Ave. to-
day may be one of most distress-
ing things for locals and visitors
alike in the post-COVID, post-
2020 riot and looting era.

For decades the world class
shopping district was the pride
of Chicago. It was where visitors
and locals enjoyed strolling along
window shopping and people
watching. It was one of the five-
largest commercial and retail dis-
tricts in the nation.

It’s where locals told out-of-
town guests to visit, where friends
frequently met up for spend-
ing time downtown, and it was

what tourists and conventioneers
bragged about visiting when they
got back home.

The street today is a shadow
of its former self, plagued as it
is by crime, shocking first floor
storefront vacancies, and smash
and grab shoplifting. The Water
Tower Mall - now in foreclosure -
is perhaps the ground zero poster
child of the systemic economic
problems Chicago faces.

Now the Magnificent Mile As-
soc. is considering a new Special
Service Area [SSA] taxing dis-
trict to help provide the resources
to spark a resurgence, with help

from the Illinois General Assem-
bly.

Known as Business Improve-
ment Districts [BID], under Illi-
nois law it is a form of SSA. The
BID can provide services above
and beyond normal municipal
services and assess an additional
local tax to fund these special
services. The funds are managed
locally, controlled through an
elected board made up of proper-
ty owners and lease holders who
pay into the tax.

The proposal, lead by State

MAG MILE see p. 12

New River North casino
not producing tax revenue
that city had hoped

BY DYLAN STARKEY
Lllinois Policy

The Bally’s temporary casino
in Medinah Temple in River
North handed Chicago only $3
million since its opening in Sept.
2023, $9.6 million below original
projections.

The casino averaged $776,582
in local tax revenue per month in
2023. Chicago Mayor Brandon
Johnson’s 2024 budget assumes
the city will net $35 million in lo-
cal tax revenue from the casino,
or nearly $3 million a month.

The casino was initially pro-
jected to create $12.8 million in
tax revenue for 2023. However,
the actual figure was a mere $3.1
million, despite the casino oper-
ating round-the-clock since late
December with nearly 800 slot
machines, 56 gaming tables and
additional amenities.

Bally’s permanent location in
River West is projected to bring
in $200 million in annual rev-
enue, which is dedicated to police
and fire pensions. That seems
questionable, considering the
meager returns from the tempo-

rary location.

One of the major drawbacks to
the current casino location is a
lack of suitable parking. Bally’s’
main competitors all offer free
parking. Free parking has become
ubiquitous with betting parlors.
The gambling industry knows
gamblers hate to pay to park.

According to the Illinois Gam-
ing Board report on December
operations, the Grand Victoria
Casino in Elgin, Harrah’s Joliet
and, especially, Rivers Casino in

CASINO see p. 12

Signs of resilience downtown,
office vacancies rate at 23.8%

The downtown office vacancy
rate was slightly better at the end
off last year, after a prolonged
slump that started when the pan-
demic hit in 2020.

According to Crain’s Chicago,
who cited data from CBRE, in the
final quarter of 2023, the vacancy
rate was up slightly at 23.8%. It
was at 23.7% in the 3rd quarter.

Office vacancy records have
been set in 11 of the last 13 quar-
ters, highlighting the dire chal-
lenge created by the pandemic
lockdown and work-from-home
era, which have prompted a slew of
companies to reduce their real es-
tate holdings. The rate was 21.4%
at the end of 2022 and 13.8% at
the start of the pandemic.

High interest rates and bank
failures lead to a rise in foreclo-
sures and difficulties in compa-
nies securing financing. Many
property owners gave their prop-
erties back over to lenders while
others sold their assets at a loss to
get out from under them.

There was also a flight to qual-
ity by investors. The data from
CBRE showed a growing dispar-
ity between Class A and Class
B buildings, which both stood at
18% vacancy at the end of 2020.
Class A vacancies rose to 19.1%
by the end of 2023, while Class B
vacancies surged to 28.4%.

The fourth quarter saw negative
net absorption of approximately
239,000 square feet, contributing

to a yearly negative net absorp-
tion, which has rarely occurred
since 2010, according to Crains.

A record-setting 8.2 million
square feet of sublease space be-
came available in 2023, a stark
increase from 6.8 million a year
ago and 3.3 million square feet in
early 2020.

While CBRE’s data paints a
gloomy picture of Chicago’s of-
fice market, Moody’s Analytics
hints at optimism, the Chicago
Business Journal reported. Ac-
cording to Moody’s, Chicago’s
office vacancy rate rose to 20%,
compared to the national average
of 19.6%.

Concrete bollards are sturdy vertical posts installed to protect buildings,
guide traffic, and act as pedestrian safety barriers.

Are security bollards
coming to a commercial
district near you?

It’s come to this, fed up with
crooks crashing cars into down-
town storefronts then ransacking
the stores, City Hall is consider-
ing installing bollards in retail
districts across the city.

Bollards are essentially a con-
crete barrier designed to protect a
structure. Initially they were cre-
ated to protect against motorized
attacks on buildings by militants
and terrorist. They have since
been expanded to be part of pro-
tecting commercial storefronts.

After Prada on Oak St. was hit
two weeks ago, leading to a shoo-
tout between the crooks and po-
lice, two aldermen are now ready
to allow heavy barriers to be fixed
to sidewalks that would stop a car
from crashing into a storefront.

Those who have been to New
York City know that hundreds of
new protective barriers have been
permanently installed at Times
Square and other key locations
around town in an effort to block
vehicles from hitting pedestrians
or buildings. New York spent $50
million on their bollards.

Aldermen Walter Burnett [27th]
and Brian Hopkins [2nd] are now
working with the Mayor’s office
to change the zoning to include
installing bollards to protect
retailers hit hard by retail theft
across the city.

First up may be the Magnifi-
cent Mile Association, who are
now in discussions with the Chi-

BOLLARDS see p. 12

Plan for high-density
development
at North and Halsted dies

The developer sat on the deal
so long that the approval they got
from City Council has now sun-
set. That means the deal develop-
er David Trandel and SB/CA 750
North, LLC got to erect an eight-
story mixed use building is - for
NOW - over.

The Planned Development at
750 W. North Ave. was originally
approved in the summer of 2018.
It was to be a sister building ad-
jacent to Yondorf Hall, the land-
mark building at the corner of
North Ave. and N. Halsted St.

The proposal would have re-
placed the surface parking lot be-
tween the building and the CTA’s
elevated Brown Line ‘L’ tracks
with a new high-density Transit
Oriented Development.

The plan called for adding 92
new residential units, while only
providing 10 off-street parking
spaces, a ridiculous parking space
to unit ratio of about .108 to one.

If Trandel and SB/CA 750
North wish to move forward with
the project, a new approval pro-
cess would be required. In the
meantime, this proposal is offi-
cially scrapped.

Just south of this site, at 1565
N. Clybourn Ave., another project
is seeking to build a new high-
density skyscraper with very little
residential parking. New York-
based developer The Georgetown
Co. hopes to erect a 37-story, 450-
foot-tall high-rise with nearly 400
new units, but only 70 parking
spaces set aside for residents.

And to the north lies the trou-
bled Lincoln Yards mega devel-
opment. Developer Sterling Bay
has been struggling with getting
the project funded as the interest
rate environment and real estate
market have both shifted. Now
Lincoln Yards and Sterling Bay
are facing financial trouble. Last
Year Crain’s Chicago reported
on the financial distress Lincoln
Yards is suffering from due to
the failure to find commercial
tenants, as Chicago is now in the
middle of a serious commercial
real estate glut.

There are presently no funds in
the proposed $6 billion Lincoln
Yards Tax Increment Financing
fund, nor are any angel investors
coming forward to help boost
Sterling Bay’s prospects.
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Act like we've been there before, because we have

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

Let me be honest. Keep me
in the hospital and I'm gonna
have a lot of deep, other worldly
thoughts.

And all the wacky thoughts in
my noggin are gonna be embel-
lished. I'll be doing a lot of Jesus
thinking. Wondering what would
Jesus do, why I haven’t shaved,
and why I am still working out
last week’s New York Times
crossword puzzle.

Or why President Bartlett’s
White House looks so great on
Netflix. The West Wing has legs.
And they move fast.

As we wrestle with our new im-
migrant arrivals, I’ve been think-
ing a lot about the public face that
“West Wing” has been able to
hold since its days on NBC 1999-
2006. All those Washington, D.C.
stories. White House tales of
power and peace.

We didn’t exit the world during
those years. We had confidence
and didn’t run from problems. We
had reverence for storylines that
fit into a believable presidential
term of office.

President Jeb Bartlett got to

PIANO
TUNING

David Westling
Serving Chicagoland for 25 years

Specializing in Steinway Grands

773-271-7633
dwestling@sbcglobal.net

warring with our global neigh-
bors and helping out the folks
next door. Issues of race, history,
geography, trusting the Russians
or the Chinese, and the countless
small issues made into huge is-
sues for the elite members of the
White House staff. They’d know
what to do with the streaming
masses yearning to be free.

I like the notion that while we
can tell a great human yarn sitting
in the vicinity of the Oval Office,
I also treasure our ability to grow
the story.

Chicago now has its own unus-
able brand of exotic political tea.
I would be sad if Chicago didn’t
give that democratic TV White
House of fancy-pants East Coast
snobs time to make its full politi-
cal impact known.

The problem for me is that
American politicos aren’t more
generous, less thieving, conniving
or blame casting. More focused
on the real problems.

In Jeb Bartlett’s case he never
stops trying to ingest the fairness
and grandeur of the American
political philosophy he embraced
as a young man. His ability to
form a White House of intelli-
gence, reason and promise opens
up the nation’s chances to act
with a more powerful sense of
justice from one corner of Amer-
ica to the other. His openness to
new immigrants and people from
new places reset the compass that
guides us.

More than anything else, our
nation needs the energy that
comes from our willingness to
help each other over the barriers
and blockages of familiar paths.
Paths our own ancestors tread
as well. Paths that lead us to the
American life we enjoy now.

Nobody leaves their homeland
and heads here because things are
going well at home.

We are a city - and nation - of
immigrants, so let’s act like it.
We’ve been here before.

We need more stamina to hike
up the skirt, roll up the sleeves,
grab the boot straps and lift one
another over the ditches and pot-
holes of reckless repair. Based on
our common concerns for each
other, and not for how good that’s
going to make us look.
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SUCH A DEAL: A
Goal-Setting  Round-
table for Female En-
trepreneurs and Execu-
tives” will take place
7:15 p.m. Jan. 31, at the
Bernard Horwich Jew-
ish Community Center,
on Touhy, sponsored by
Jewish Neighborhood
Development Council
of Chicago and The

V.3
«

Jewish Woman Entre-
preneur. Speakers will
include accomplished
businesswomen Robyn
Ackerman, Dr. Zaha-
va Berkowicz, Laura
Luckman Kelber, and
Talia Mashiach.

NO PARKING:
The city is hosting an
in-person open house
Thursday for the Lin-
coln Square Brown
Line Area Streetscape
and Plaza Improve-
ments project. The area

Stephanie lzard

Barry Sorkin

Doug Sohn

livered during that span
will feature flyers of
adoptable dogs on pizza
boxes delivered across
Chicagoland.

NAZI ART AND
PROUD: You’ve got be
kidding me. Even shar-
ing the shame of the
same artistic aesthetics
as Hitler isn’t enough to
get the Art Institute of
Chicago [AIC] to back
down on the issue of
stolen Nazi plunder.

You’ve no doubt read
of the mega-controversy
over the stolen works
by Austrian artist Egon
von Schiele. The fin-
est modern man with a
pencil in all Austrian
history. Died too young
just after the Great War
of the Influenza. Tragi-
cally young.

In uniform he was
a jailer at a prisoner of

has suddenly gotten dif-
ficult to navigate, and impossible
to park in. Pity the poor retailer.
Two large construction projects
blocking roadways and sidewalks,
next up is work on the CTA transit
plaza adjacent to the Brown Line,
the Farmers Market taking out the
parking lot, the narrowing of Le-
land Ave. for those
privileged  bike
paths, and West-
ern Ave. down to
one  northbound
lane. The open
house is at the Old
Town School of
Folk Music, 4544
N. Lincoln Ave.,
good luck finding
parking.  These
days 1 get as far
north as Laschet’s

Inn on Irving Park  pike Nussbaum

he would not rise to. His films
include Field of Dreams, House
of Games, Things Change,
Fatal Attraction and Men In
Black. Farewell brilliant actor.
All the world is a stage.

PIZZA PAWS: PAWS Chi-
cago’s second annual “Slice to
Meet You” fund-
raiser in conjunc-
tion with Piece
Pizza. For three
months, starting
Feb. 9, pizza-lov-
ing  Chicagoans
can help PAWS
Chicago just by
eating pizza — talk
about a win-win.
Piece and PAWS
Chicago are again
teaming with ce-
lebrity chefs Rick

and just stop there.
Order their goulash, best in town.

RIP: Mike Nussbaum almost
turned 100, dying six days be-
fore his birthday. Growing up in
Albany Park, he was active in
Chicago theater, film and TV
commercials, in the lean years and
the years of plenty, after serving in
WWII. From Faust to mashugana
Royals there were few challenges

Bayless (Frontera
Restaurants), Stephanie Izard
(Girl & The Goat), Doug Sohn
(Hot Doug’s) and Barry Sorkin
(Smoque BBQ) and their unique
pizza creations to not only raise
funds but to spotlight dogs and
cats who have been up for adop-
tion for a while. $10 from each
pizza will be donated to PAWS
Chicago and all Piece pizzas de-
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war facility where he
used to sketch the incarcerated.
He was always controversial. Be-
fore the war, as a teen, he sketched
too many scantily clad beauties
like an X-ray machine rendering.
But the present legal logistics of
controversial court case now rais-
es the AIC’s compliance to the
court’s order.

Bottom line, most museums re-
turn stolen art from Hitler’s crew
by return mail. What’s the prob-
lem AIC? The Fuhrer got your
tongue? The AIC is the last hold-
out. Shame. Shame.

BROADWAY BOUND: Great
commotion in the exciting world
of Broadway Producer Richard
Robin. “A Sign of the Times,” a
new musical featuring the songs
of Petula Clark, Lesley Gore,
Dusty Springfield, and other
classic pop hits of the 1960s, is
about to open in New York at
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Buyer beware for new web-based
Al-sourced community feedback sites

The developer of the proposed
Fern Hill project in Old Town
has introduced a new web-based
concept for developers to engage
with community members with-
out having to participate in live,
in-person community meetings.

The social media / urban plan-
ning site is called Courbanize
[https://www.courbanize.com/].
The platform is basically a zon-
ing Artificial Intelligence [AI]
platform for development advo-
cates. And as in all things Al it’s

buyer beware.
The site itself notes that “most
real estate developers dread

the community outreach aspect
of getting projects approved.
Contentious meetings with an-
gry neighbors and a long, tedious
entitlement process puts proj-
ects at risk - and cause a lot of
stress for community members,
municipal leaders and project
teams alike.”

It’s not a surprise that most
developers and their advocates
would like their path to approval

be made much simpler, and what
better way than to phase out the
whole in-person community
engagement part of the process.
Courbanize notes that their

free and open un-censored forum,
and give the actual accurate data
and input they may be receiving.
Fern Hill specifically is now
boasting about their list of engaged

The site itself notes that “most real estate
developers dread the community outreach aspect
of getting projects approved. Contentious meetings
with angry neighbors and a long, tedious
entitlement process puts projects at risk - and cause
a lot of stress for community members,
municipal leaders and project teams alike.”

experts who created this Al
platform “[know] the best way to
handle community engagement —
one that actually puts community
feedback to work in a productive
way, shaping project plans and
ultimately playing a key role in
getting projects approved faster.”

The obvious concern that
accessing and using Al platforms
presents to community stakehold-
ers is that the site demands that
proponents and opponents alike
must ‘just trust us’ to provide a

community members they’ve met
with, and making extensive use
of the platform. So far this news-
paper has not seen any published
data from Fern Hill, Courbanize.
com or the alderman’s office on
the number of residents who state
they are for and/or against this
proposal.

(The Jan. 16 virtual com-
munity meeting hosted by Fern
Hill occurred after this news-
paper’s deadline so we are
not able to report on how the

platform was utilized by the
developer to help hone in their
sales efforts.)

But Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd]
and Fern Hill appear to be early
adopters of this AI, and have
encouraged citizens and commu-
nity organizations to pick up the
site’s paintbrush and work on the
“blank canvas” of the Old Town
development sites: the two gas
stations, former Treasure Island
space, Moody parking lot, and
Walgreens.

For now it appears that the site
is being lightly utilized by those
in the community, with few paint-
ing on the site except for Fern Hill
themselves.

Meanwhile, people in the
community have told this news-
paper they are scrambling to
establish dialogue among neigh-
bors in opposition to Fern Hill’s
high density housing plan that
offers scarce off-street parking in
a community that exists today in
an off-street parking desert.

CPS inspector finds PPP fraud,
stolen laptops and sexual misconduct cases

BY THE CENTER SQUARE

Chicago Public Schools Inspec-
tor General William Fletcher’s of-
fice’s annual report was released
last week, looking at fraud, waste
and misconduct.

The most recent report from
IG Fletcher’s office found 77,000
laptops to be lost or stolen. Chi-
cago Teachers Union [CTU] Vice
President Jackson Potter is call-
ing for more “tech coordinators.”

John Kugler, a lifelong educa-
tor and a former employee of the
CTU, said tech coordinators don’t
specialize in loss prevention but
rather they repair and prepare
technology.

“For them to say they don’t
know where those computers are
is ridiculous. They know exactly
where every one of these comput-

ers are today,” Kugler said.

Kugler was a CPS employee
from 2004 to 2010 and then
worked alongside Potter and CTU
President Stacy Davis-Gates. He
worked in a computer lab.

“Tech coordinators do not have
authority over students,” said Ku-
gler. “They put on an asset tag and
they set up the computer so teach-
ers and students can use them.”

Each computer would be as-
signed to a room number or, in
the case of remote learning, each
computer is assigned to each stu-
dent, which then would follow
that student to each teacher. All
of those computers are on a roster
under a teacher’s name, Kugler
said.

“They don’t want to retrieve the
computers,” Kugler said.

The lost or stolen laptops

amount to a total of $23 million
in taxpayer cost. Fletcher said the
schools need a complete overhaul
on how to track lost or stolen lap-
tops.

“One of the things the per-
formance review showed was
that some schools hire their own
technology coordinators called
‘techos’ and those are CPS em-
ployees, “ Fletcher said. “Whereas
other schools may hire an external
vendor or a company, but those
third-party technology coordi-
nators don’t receive centralized
training and they don’t know how
to input data into the system.”

Fletcher said all of these things
resulted in really poor data being
entered into the asset inventory
system that was completely unre-
liable and led to 77,000 comput-
ers, laptops and tablets being re-

ported lost or stolen.

“One of the recommenda-
tions we had in our report was
that where we have schools that
have school-based technology
coordinators ... those audits that
were submitted by those schools
tended to report fewer lost or
stolen devices,” Fletcher said.
“They were doing a better job at
accounting for their inventory.”

The report, which details the
inspector general’s work for the
year that ended June 30, 2023,
also shows the district spent $124
million on tech assets.

Kugler said the loss prevention
falls on the teacher and the disci-
plinary action falls on the admin-
istration.

“I worked with computers and

CPS seep. 7

Summer
lifeguard
applications
now open

It’s below zero this week so that
is always the best time to start
thinking about summer and be-
coming a lifeguard.

Being a Chicago Park Dist.
[CPD] lifeguard and spending
work days on a lakefront beach
or at a neighborhood pool is the
job we all wish we had in our
youth, and some can have if they
qualify.

This year, the first 500 ap-
plicants that complete the Life-
guard Skills test will receive a
$50 Amazon gift card. The CPD
also offers the Lifeguard Explor-
ers training program this winter,
which affords Chicago residents
ages 15 to 22 the opportunity to
learn the required skills needed
to successfully pass the Lifeguard
Skills Test.

In addition to great lifesaving
knowledge, those who complete
the Lifeguard Explorers program
will receive a $475 stipend. To
pass candidates must attend 15
classes now through March 1.

To learn more about being a
lifeguard, and the application
process call 312-742-7801, or visit
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/
lifeguards.
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State seeking
summer instructors
for 2024 Urban Fishing
Program clinics

The Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources is
accepting applications now for instructors
for 2024 summer fishing clinics through
the department’s Urban Fishing Program.

Fishing instructors are the department’s
boots on the ground at free clinics hosted
in communities throughout Illinois. These
are temporary positions not to exceed six
months, making them perfect for teachers,
retirees, students, and others who are eager
to help people learn about fishing skills
and ecology.

Numerous spots are available for
Chicago, Cook County, and the northeast-
ern part of Illinois.

The deadline to apply is approaching
quickly. To learn more about the posi-
tions, qualifications and how to apply, visit
https://bit.ly/IDNRjobs. Look for positions
titled “conservation education representa-
tive.”

The Illinois Urban Fishing Program was
established in 1985 to teach people of all
ages to fish, to provide better local fishing
opportunities, and to offer participants an
understanding of and a greater apprecia-
tion for natural resources.

“Fishing is a great way for families to
spend time together outdoors, and our clin-
ics give thousands of young people an op-
portunity to experience the fun of fishing
every summer,” said Mike McClelland,
chief of fisheries for Illinois. “Is there a bet-
ter way to spend the summer than teaching
children and adults about the joys of fish-
ing and the importance of conservation?”’
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The Home Front
by Don DeBat

The stabilizing and lowering of home-
loan interest rates should be a stimulus for
the 2024 spring residential real estate sea-
son in Chicago.

That’s the optimistic early 2024 forecast
from Baird & Warner’s January Market
Analysis, co-authored by Realtors John Ir-
win and Jackie Lafferty.

On Jan. 11, the Freddie Mac Primary
Mortgage Market Survey reported that
benchmark 30-year fixed-rate mortgages
nationwide averaged 6.66%, up slightly
from 6.62% a week earlier. A year ago, the
30-year fixed loans averaged 6.33%.

Fifteen-year fixed mortgages averaged
5.87% on January 11th, down from 5.89%
a week earlier. A year ago, 15-year fixed
loans averaged 5.52%.

“Mortgage rates have not moved materi-
ally over the last three weeks and remain
in the mid-6% range, which has marginally
increased home-buyer demand,” said Sam
Khater, Freddie Mac’s chief economist.

“Even this slight uptick in demand, com-
bined with inventory that remains tight,
continues to cause prices to rise faster than
incomes, meaning affordability remains a
major headwind for buyers,” Khater said.
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Declining rates

Overall in 2023, resale-home prices rose by
1.3% over 2022.

The Freddie Mac survey is focused on
conventional, conforming, fully amortiz-
ing home-purchase loans for borrowers
who put 20% percent down and have ex-
cellent credit.

In the Baird & Warner January Market
Analysis, Irwin noted that after 21 consec-
utive months of year-over-year home sales
decreases, 2023 ended with a 2.3% increase
in December for Lincoln Park, Near North
Side, Lakeview and North Center.

“Hopefully, these positive numbers for
December will signal a Chicago real estate
rebound in 2024, Irwin said. However,
home buyers and sellers still face some
challenges before we can feel confident
that the market is rebounding.”

The Baird & Warner analysis also noted
the following positive trends:

¢ Resale homes sales: In December,
2023, home sales rose 2.3%, compared
with a decline of 23.8% in December of
2022. While three of our four neighbor-
hoods reported increases, sales in Lincoln
Park declined 29.8%.

The December sales increase was driven
primarily by homes priced under $500,000
and homes priced over $2 million. “The
increase in home sales is great news, but
there are still inconsistencies in neighbor-
hoods and price points,” Irwin observed.

 Listing inventory: With interest rates
dropping, historically low inventory levels
are now the main obstacle to a real estate
rebound. Inventory levels dropped 20.1%
in 2023 and fell 23.4% in December.

“These decreases were consistent in
all four neighborhoods and price points,”

will stimulate 2024 local home market

Irwin noted. “The market will need a sig-
nificant infusion of new inventory in or-
der to sustain a long-term real estate turn
around.”

* Interest rates: Falling interest rates
and rising loan limits have given North
Side real estate a new enthusiasm for 2024.
Most home loans have dropped into the
mid-6% range and are expected to fall as
low as 5.5% by the second quarter, econo-
mists predict.

* Loan limits: Conventional home loan
limits have risen to $766,550 in 2023 from
$726,000 in 2022. The limits for other
loans, such as Federal Housing Adminis-
tration-insured mortgages, also have been
increased.

“Loan-limit increases in addition to in-
terest rate decreases are restoring some of
the buying power that has been lost in the
past two years,” Irwin noted. “Real estate
brokers can already see an increase in buy-
er activity in the past few weeks. The low-
ering of interest rates will hopefully bring
sellers back into the market raising inven-
tory levels that are so desperately needed.”

* Resale home prices: Overall in 2023,
resale-home prices rose by 1.3% over 2022.
However, in December prices rose a hefty
6.3%. “Traditionally, low inventory levels
significantly drive-up prices, but this has
not been the case on Chicago’s North Side,”
Irwin said.

“North Side resale price
numbers are lower than

the Chicago suburbs and many
cities across the country,”
John Irwin said.

“North Side resale price numbers are
lower than the Chicago suburbs and many
cities across the country,” Irwin said. “As
we head into the spring real estate season,
sellers should be careful not to fall victim
to perceived market momentum. Homes
need to be priced competitively to avoid
extended market times and lower offers.”

* Crystal ball gazing: Irwin said it is too
early to predict the direction of the 2024
market, but unlike 2023, there are positive
indicators.

“Buyers and sellers need to stay updat-
ed on a regular basis for market changes
in their specific neighborhood and prop-
erty types,” he advised. “The market for a
single-family home in Lincoln Park can be
entirely different from a high-rise condo in
the Gold Coast.”

For more housing news, visit www.don-
debat.biz. Don DeBat is co-author of “Es-
caping Condo Jail,” the ultimate survival
guide for condominium living. Visit www.
escapingcondojail.com.
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‘Ms. Foxx basically
set you up for failure’

Judge removes top
resentencing prosecutor
from murder case over
conflict of interest

BY CWBCHICAGO

Dante Brown waited more than
ten years for a judge to reconsider
the life-without-parole sentence
he received for a double murder
in Chicago in 20009.

The case eventually found its
way to Judge Michael McHale,
who, on November 17, granted
Brown a new sentencing hear-
ing. The state, represented by
Asst. State’s Attorney Michelle
Mbekeani, had agreed with
Brown’s defense team that a new
hearing should be held, McHale’s
order said.

Any relief Brown may have felt
upon hearing McHale’s decision
was short-lived.

McHale vacated his own order
on Dec. 8, 2023, after learning
that Mbekeani, the head of the
Cook County state’s attorney’s
office Conviction Review Unit,
appeared to operate a for-profit
business linking inmates with
wrongful conviction claims with
private attorneys. He had read
about it on City Wire the day be-
fore.

The judge said Brown’s case
would not proceed until he knew
more about Mbekeani’s side hus-
tle.

Mbekeani spoke with this re-
porter about the company, Peri-
odSentence.com, a couple of days
later, saying it wasn’t a function-
ing company. It was an idea, a
class project she had at the Univ.
of Chicago Booth School of Busi-
ness.

“The software we envisioned
isn’t even built fully,” Mbekeani
said, adding that the company
hadn’t even been legally formed.

On Jan. 8, all of the parties were
back in court, as first reported by
Martin Prieb, an author and for-
mer Chicago police officer.

Cook County State’s Attor-

Authors to speak
at Book Cellar

The three authors who just
published the book “Chi-
cago’s Modern Mayors,”
Dick Simpson, and Betty
O’Shaughnessy, as well as
contributor Kari Lyder-
sen, will be celebrating the
launch of their new book
Feb. 1 by speaking with cus-
tomers at The Book Cellar,
4736 N. Lincoln Ave.

The book is filled with
analysis and insights on Chi-
cago’s modern mayors that
tries to illuminate a time
of transition and change
and considers the politi-
cians who—for better and
worse—shaped the Chicago
of today. The book exam-
ines the five mayors that
guided the city through this
transition beginning with
Harold Washington’s 1983
election through Eugene
Sawyer, Richard M. Daley,
Rahm Emmanuel, and Lori
Lightfoot.
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[L-R] Michelle Mbekeani, Judge Michael McHale’s note to vacate his order
for a resentencing hearing for Dante Brown.

Images courtesy Periodsentence.com;

Cook County Clerk of Court records; IDOC

“Based on all the information that I see here,

I conclude that you are, indeed, running a for-profit
corporation, registered in the state of Illinois

with the purpose that involves you spending

your time assisting incarcerated defendants

and their defense attorneys,” McHale announced.
“It presents a very disturbing appearance

of impropriety in the form of a conflict.”

ney Kim Foxx’s top deputy, Risa
Lanier, joined Mbekeani for the
hearing, which more closely re-
sembled a deposition of Mbekeani
by the judge.

The judge had read the CWB
Chicago story.

“You were quoted as saying,
Period is not a real business. Is
that correct?,” McHale asked.
“You explained that was merely
a concept that you had developed
last spring for that same business
class mentioned before. Cor-
rect?”

“Correct,” replied Mbekeani to
both questions.

“You told the CWB reporter
that the company had never been
legally formed, right?” McHale
continued.

“Period? Yeah, Period. Not le-
gally formed, correct,” Mbekeani
replied.

After many more questions,
including several about the com-
pany website, which McHale said
he printed out before it was taken
offline, the judge revealed that he
found active Articles of Incorpo-

City of Chicago | Brandon Johnson, Mayor

Chicago Park District Board of Commissioners | Ros:

ration for a company called Due
Tech Process Corporation, previ-
ously known as Period.

McHale said that Mbekeani
is listed as the company’s CEO,
president, director, and registered

agent.
The judge wasn’t having
Mbekeani’s arguments on the
topic.

“Youre — you’re fudging, and
that’s fine. You’re an attorney, so [
expect that,” the judge offered.

“Based on all the information
that I see here, I conclude that
you are, indeed, running a for-
profit corporation, registered in
the state of Illinois with the pur-
pose that involves you spending
your time assisting incarcerated
defendants and their defense at-
torneys,” McHale announced. “It
presents a very disturbing appear-
ance of impropriety in the form of
a conflict.”

“A prosecutor takes an oath to
be an advocate of the victims of
crimes, and families of the vic-
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As long as we are all freezing
let’s put that cold to good use
making ice sculptures.

Ice sculpting will take place in
Lakeview 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day Jan. 27 and Sunday Jan. 28 in
front of St. Alphonsus, 1429 W.
Wellington.

Guests may watch master ice
carvers make winter magic hap-
pen as they sculpt a block of ice

i e P L

Live ice sculpting in Lakeview

_

into art pieces of the audience’s
choosing. That’s right — bring
your ideas, as the ice sculptor will
ask the audience for suggestions
of what to create.

Food trucks will be on site both
days of the event, offering com-
plimentary beverages and bites to
help keep attendees warm. This
event is free and open to the pub-
lic.

Judges needed
for Chicago Metro History Day,
contest opens Jan. 25

Formerly known as the History
Fair, Chicago Metro History Day
is a research program for students
in grades 6-12. Each year, over
8,000 students from across the
metro region research a topic of
their choice connected to an an-
nual theme and develop historical
arguments that are shared with
the public in a series of local,
state, and national competitions.

The event is now seeking
volunteer judges. Volunteer judg-
es evaluate the historical qual-
ity of students’ documentaries,
papers, exhibits, performances, and
websites.

Teacher and project regis-
tration opens on Jan. 25, and

— BIG MARSH PARK —
11559 S. Stony Island Ave.

Saturday ¢ January 20 « February 17 « 12 — 3pm

Have fun while enjoying all the wonders of nature
at Polar Adventure Days at Big Marsh Park!

¢ Explore Big Marsh Park during winter ®
* See Husky teams sled around the park ®
* Enjoy guided bird hikes ¢
® Make a nature-inspired winter craft ®
e Listen to stories around an outdoor bonfire with storyteller Mama Edie ®
¢ Enjoy live music and hot cocoa ®
* Puppet making and roaming puppet shows ®

Big Marsh Park is located at 11559 S. Stony Island Ave.

Limited parking is available during Polar Adventure Days.

For more information about your Chicago Park District,
visit www.ChicagoParkDistrict.com or call 312.742.7529.

a Escarefio, General Superintendent & CEO

For more information visit www.ChicagoParkDistrict.com or call 312.742.7529

student registration is due Feb.
12. Final project paperwork

uploads are due by 9 a.m. Feb. 21.
For more information visit www.
chicagohistoryday.org.

The event is co-sponsored by
the Univ. of Illinois Chicago,
Chicago History Museum and
Latin School.

BBB A+ Rating
SNOW REMOVAL
COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING » CARPET CLEANING
POWER WASHING

773-292-601'5

www.callchoicejanitorialicom

Polar Adventure Days
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Police
Beat...

Woman'’s failed U-turn allegedly
caused vehicle collision at
Fullerton / Damen intersection

A woman has filed a lawsuit
against a driver who allegedly
crashed into her vehicle during a
failed U-turn maneuver at the in-
tersection of Fullerton and Damen
avenues.

According to court documents
filed in Cook County Circuit Court,
on March 5, 2023, the plaintiff, Crys-
tal Correa, was driving westbound
on Fullerton Ave. near the intersec-
tion with Damen Ave. when her ve-
hicle was struck by a vehicle driven
by defendant Kristin Sandquist.
Sandquist was allegedly operating
her vehicle in the westbound turn
lane and intending to make a U-
turn, but decided to pull back into
the westbound lane of traffic and
collided with Correa’s vehicle as she
attempted to reenter traffic.

Sandquist is accused of several
acts of negligence, including fail-
ing to maintain her vehicle in the
turn lane of westbound traffic until
it was clear, failing to yield the right
of way to avoid collision, failing to
reduce speed to avoid collision, fail-
ing to stop, failing to have adequate
brakes, driving at a speed that was
greater than reasonable for the con-
ditions, and general carelessness.

Correa claims to have suffered
severe and permanent injuries as
a result of Sandquist’s negligence.
She is seeking damages in excess
of $50,000 for pain, suffering, men-
tal anguish, loss of normal life, loss
of earnings, medical expenses, plus
court costs, and any other relief the
court deems proper.

Asst. principal at Skinner School
allegedly swiped $273K

Cook County prosecutors say the
assistant principal, Tracey Canty-
Robinson, embezzled $273,000 in
cash that parents paid for an after-
school program at Mark T. Skinner
West Elementary School, 1260 W.
Adams St.

A Cook County grand jury filed a
17-count criminalindictment against
Canty-Robinson, who served for the
last 12 years as an assistant principal
at the school. She has since resigned
amid an investigation.

Prosecutors say Canty-Robinson
would transfer thousands of dol-
lars at a time from the school’s Pay-
Pal account to a personal bank ac-
count. Prosecutors say she then sent
checks to many of her own family
members.

Canty-Robinson and her lawyer
denied any wrongdoing.

Parolee attacked
CTA security dog in the Loop

A parolee with a lengthy criminal
background is facing a misdemean-
or animal cruelty charge for alleged-
ly attacking a CTA
security canine in
the Loop.

Transit  secu-
rity officers asked
Ivory Smith, 44,
to exit a train at

- Clark-Lake  be-
Ivory Smith cause he was
creating a “disturbance” shortly af-
ter 6 p.m. on Jan. 4, according to a
Chicago police arrest report.

As he stepped from the train,
Ivory struck a security K9 named
Roman “multiple times with his foot
and hand” in the face and chest, the
report stated. Dogs used by CTA's se-
curity contractors wear muzzles that
prevent them from biting people—
even if they are being attacked.

Roman’s handlers tackled Ivory

and held him down until police ar-
rived.

According to court records, Judge
Barbara Dawkins released him from
custody the next day with a nighttime
curfew.

Smith was released from Stateville
Correctional Center on July 17 after
serving six months of a one-year sen-
tence he received for criminal damage
to government property. His parole is
scheduled to end today.

Cook County court records show
he has accumulated 59 criminal cases,
including 10 felonies, since 1997. In
addition to the case he's on parole for,
his previous prison sentences include
two criminal damage to government
property cases in 2021; aggravated
DUI in 2021; being a felon in posses-
sion of a firearm in 2018; theft in 2016;
escape from electronic monitoring in
2012; and manufacture-delivery of co-
caine in 2004.

Man who robbed two
in Wrigleyville while on bail
for a felony gun case gets 10 years

A man has been sentenced to 10
years in prison for robbing two people
at gunpoint in Wrigleyville while he
was on bail for a felony gun case two
summers ago.

Damichael Bishop, 27, pleaded
guilty to two counts of armed robbery
before Judge Michael Hood on Jan. 9,
according to court records. The judge
gave him 10 years on each charge to
be served concurrently.

On Jan. 10, Bishop received another
year from Judge Geary Kull for the gun
case he was on bail for at the time of
the holdups. That sentence will be sat-
isfied by the time Bishop has already
served in jail.

The robbery occurred early on July
15,2022, on Newport Ave.,, just east of
Clark St.

Damichael Bishop pleaded guilty to
robbing the two men at gunpoint in
Wrigleyville.

Two men, ages 21 and 22, were
walking when Bishop allegedly con-
fronted them with a pistol and de-
manded their property. As Bishop
held the gun on the victims, a 17-year-
old boy and a third person walked up
behind them and rifled through their
pockets, prosecutors said.

As that was happening, one of the
men screamed for a passerby to call
for help because they were being
robbed. Bishop and his two accom-
plices ran away with the victims’ mon-
ey, credit cards, and jewelry.

Cops caught Bishop and the 17-
year-old near the Addison Red Line
CTA station and found a firearm near-
by. The third person got away.

The teen was charged in juvenile
court with two counts of armed rob-
bery and possessing a stolen firearm.
Those records are shielded from pub-
lic review, so the case outcome is un-
known.

Bishop’s parole date has not yet
been set because he hasn’t been
transferred to lllinois Dept. of Correc-
tions custody. However, his 10-year
sentence will be cut in half for good
behavior. He earned another 557 days
of credit while in custody awaiting
trial.

Man charged with shooting
Chicago cop after smash-and-grab
burglary at Prada store

Prosecutors have filed attempted
murder charges againsta man who al-
legedly shot a Chicago police officer
after burglarizing the Prada store on
Oak St. last week. The accused man
had an active federal arrest warrant at
the time of the shooting because he
went AWOL while awaiting trial for a
gun charge.

Deshawn Lucas, 33, was shot and
critically injured in an exchange of
gunfire with police officers in the first
block of E. Walton around 4:16 a.m. on
Monday, Jan. 8, said CPD Supt. Larry
Snelling.

CPD officers said they found two
guns in Lucas’ possession, including
one equipped with a switch that en-
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abled it to generate automatic gun-
fire.

He is charged with two counts of
attempted first-degree murder, ag-
gravated battery of a peace officer by
discharging a firearm, burglary, un-
lawful possession of a machine gun
by a felon, and possession of a firearm
by a felon.

Lucas’ most re-
cent Cook County
criminal case was
a Class X armed

habitual criminal

matter that was

— dropped  when

\ .-_/ federal authorities
tookup gun charg-

es in the case, ac-
cording to court
records. The case was nearing conclu-
sion when Lucas stopped showing up
for court, according to federal court
records. A federal judge issued a war-
rant for him in August 2020.

Records show that Lucas remained
hospitalized on Wednesday morning
and could not appear for a deten-
tion hearing at the Leighton Criminal
Courthouse. Judge William Fahy con-
tinued the state’s detention motion to
Jan. 17.

Snelling said that officers respond-
ing to a burglary at the Prada store,
30 E. Oak, encountered a member of
the burglary crew near State and Wal-
ton streets shortly after 4 a.m. He was
armed, and the officers ordered him
to drop his gun, Snelling said.

An “exchange of gunfire” ensued,
with two officers firing shots, accord-
ing to Snelling.

The injured officer fired shots, as
did a 29-year-old cop who joined the
force six years ago, the superinten-
dent continued. The department said
both officers will be placed on admin-
istrative duties for 30 days, consistent
with CPD’s policy.

Other members of the crew who
escaped in several vehicles remain at
large, Snelling said, and detectives are
working on the shooting and burglary
cases.

Video provided to this reporter
shows a smash-and-grab crew run-
ning in and out of the Prada store
after they drove a Dodge Durango
through the storefront around 4:15
a.m. Officers at the shooting scene
said they could not identify Lucas im-
mediately because he carried a fake
identification.

Deshawn Lucas

Woman, 61, ‘not expected
to survive’ after being savagely
beaten on a CTA train in the Loop

Prosecutors say a 61-year-old wom-
an is brain dead and will likely die af-
ter an eight-time felon, on parole for
robbing an undercover CPD narcot-
ics officer, savagely beat her during
a robbery aboard a Red Line train in
downtown Chicago.

Judge William Fahy granted the
state’s petition to detain Mijawon
Johnson, 36, as a public safety threat
during a hearing at the Leighton
Criminal Courthouse. State officials
have also moved to revoke his parole.

Surveillance video showed John-
son trying to steal the Uptown wom-
an’s bag on a train car near State-Lake
around 1:33 a.m. Jan. 4, officials said.
He soon launched a violent attack,
pinning her head on a seat and re-
peatedly punching her in the head
and stomach, the detention petition
said. Officials said he “stomped” on
her body and left her on the train.

CTA employees found the woman
unresponsive when the train arrived
at the Roosevelt station.

Prosecutors told Judge Fahy that
the woman was “on a ventilator and
is brain dead” and was “not expected
to survive.”

Investigators identified Johnson as
the attacker and sent a bulletin to lo-
cal police districts, according to a CPD
report. On the day after the attack, of-
ficers on patrol saw Johnson on a CTA
bus in the 700 block of W. Chicago.
They pulled the bus over and took
him into custody.

Parrish Jefferson

He is charged with attempted mur-
der and two counts of aggravated
battery, according to court records.
Prosecutors also charged him with
violating an order of protection for
allegedly entering a 27-year-old Old
Town woman'’s residence on New
Year’s Eve after being ordered to stay
away.

Johnson was paroled in August af-
ter serving half of a six-year sentence
he received for robbing a covert nar-
cotics officer on the West Side on St.
Patrick’s Day 2021.

In that case, Johnson held his hand
to his side as if he had a gun and or-
dered the undercover cop to give
him cash and his phone. The officer
surrendered his phone and cash with
pre-recorded serial numbers intend-
ed for drug purchases, according to
the CPD case report.

Other cops moved in and arrested
Johnson when the covert officer gave
them a secret signal to alert them that
he was being robbed.

At the time of the robbery, Johnson
was on parole for aggravated battery
of a police officer at the Near North
(18th) District station, 1160 N. Lara-
bee.

He was sentenced to prison six
other times between 2007 and 2015,
all for narcotics, according to IDOC
records.

A dispute over
discarded water bottles ended in
murder at a popular rooftop bar

More than a year after a man was
shot and killed on a popular rooftop
bar in Lincoln Park, charges have been
filed in the case.

Cordaryl Allen, the married father
of three boys, was slain at the J. Parker
atop Hotel Lincoln, 1816 N. Clark, on
Oct. 16, 2022.

At the time, Chicago police said
two men were fighting inside the bar
when one pulled out a gun and shot
the other man in the chest.

But that's not what further inves-
tigation revealed, officials said this
week, as pros-
ecutors charged
Parrish Jefferson,
37, of Dolton with
first-degree mur-
der. The medical
examiner deter-
mined that Allen
had been shot in
the back, not the chest. And officials
now suspect he was mistakenly killed
by Jefferson, who intended to shoot
the bar’s bouncer.

On the night of the shooting, Jeffer-
son went to the J. Parker with friends
to celebrate his girlfriend’s birthday,
prosecutors said in a detention peti-
tion filed with the court.

At one point, Jefferson “became
upset that water bottles his group
brought to the bar were thrown away,”
the petition stated.

The lounge’s unarmed security
guard offered to replace the wa-
ter bottles. Jefferson was not satis-
fied with the offer. He began hitting
the bouncer, and the confrontation
moved to the outdoor patio area,
where only four people were present:
Jefferson, Allen, the bouncer, and a
friend of Jefferson'’s.

Another fight erupted on the deck
between the bouncer and Jeffer-
son’s friend. As they fought, Jefferson
pulled out a gun and fired one shot,
striking Allen in the back.

Officials said the two men who
were fighting stopped and turned
around to see Jefferson trying to as-
sist Allen, according to prosecutors.
They said Jefferson fled before police
arrived, but everyone else who was
with the birthday party stayed on the
rooftop.

Judge Maryam Ahmad granted
the state’s detention petition, say-
ing prosecutors presented a “strong
circumstantial case.” She said it was
“likely” that Jefferson was trying to
shoot the bouncer, who was fighting
his friend.

“Someone is deceased because he

could not control his temper and
actions,” Ahmad wrote in her deten-
tion order.

Chicago police officers arrested
Jefferson in Calumet Park last week.

“You did this to my kids and they
are going Krazy now that everyone
left the house y'all [expletive] wrong
MANNNNNN, they daddy gone and
| don’t have my husban, ughhhh-
hh,” Allen’s wife wrote on Facebook
shortly after the shooting.

“Life without my Husband | don't
even understand it.”

“Thisissuchasadoccasion,” wrote
his sister, CeCe, in a GoFundMe plea.
“We've lost a brother, uncle, cousin,
son and for some a best friend. But
most importantly a loving husband
and a good father.”

“He was always laughing, or say-
ing something funny. We're going
to truly miss him. | know everyone
he met loved him and just know he
loved you all too.”

CeCe’s campaign raised $4,410
for Allen’s family.

Driver shot while dropping off
passenger at River North hotel

A livery driver was shot when
gunmen opened fire on a group
of people as he was dropping off a
passenger outside a River North ho-
tel on Jan. 14, according to Chicago
police.lthappened around 9:19 p.m.
outside the SpringHill Suites and
Residence Inn, 410 N. Dearborn.

Police said two men got out of a
black sedan and started shooting at
a group of people on the sidewalk
as the victim was letting his passen-
ger out. A bullet grazed the 52-year-
old victim’s left shoulder blade. He
was taken to Northwestern Memo-
rial Hospital in good condition.

The gunmen fled in the black car
after firing shots, speeding down
Hubbard St. with one of its rear
doors hanging open.

A video posted to the Citizen app
showed police crime scene tape
draped across Dearborn St. in front
of the hotels’ shared entrance. A
bullet hole pierced the hotels’ front
doorand atleast two cars, according
to a witness. Several shell casings
were also seen lying in the street.

Sunday’s victim is the third per-
son shot on the Near North Side in
2024. A 55-year-old Chicago police
officer and 33-year-old Deshawn
Lucas were both shot during an ex-
change of gunfire in the first block
of E. Walton early on Jan. 8.

Prosecutors said the officers en-
countered Lucas with a gun in his
hand as he ran from a smash-and-
grab burglary at the Prada store at
30 E. Oak. The cops ordered him to
drop the weapon, but he opted to
shoot at the police, two of whom
returned fire, officials said.

Lucas, who had been AWOL from
a pending federal gun case for more
than three years, is charged with
two counts of attempted murder.

Police investigate man'’s claims
of being shot in Rogers Park

Chicago police are investigating
after a man hobbled into a Rogers
Park grocery store, claiming that
someone shot him on a nearby
street Jan. 14.

The 25-year-old sought help
at Jewel-Osco, 1743 W. Howard,
around 7:40 a.m.

He told officers he was walking in
the 7500 block of N. Wolcott when
he heard two people he didn't know
arguing inside a white car, followed
by gunfire, according to a CPD re-
port. The man then realized he had
been shot.

He was taken to St. Francis Hos-
pital with a gunshot wound to his
thigh.

Police did not receive any calls of
shots fired in the area. Investigators
did not find signs that a shooting
occurred in the location provided
by the man. An officer at the scene
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Supreme Court to determine if pot odor
can be cause for vehicle search

BY DILPREET RAJU
Capitol News Illinois

On Jan. 10 the Illinois Su-
preme Court heard arguments as
to whether the smell of pot alone
is grounds for police officers to
search a vehicle, marking a test
of the state’s 2020 recreational
marijuana legalization law.

The court heard two consolidat-
ed cases of individuals who were
in vehicles that were searched af-
ter an officer used the smell of pot
as probable cause.

In People v. Redmond, defen-
dant Ryan Redmond was pulled
over by Illinois State Police for an
unsecured license plate and driv-
ing three miles per hour over the
speed limit, court records show.
Upon smelling pot, the officer
searched the vehicle and found
about one gram of marijuana ac-
cording to court documents.

The other case, People v. Mo-
lina, involved defendant Vincent
Molina, who was a passenger in
the vehicle when an Illinois State
Police trooper smelled pot and
searched the car, finding a small
box of rolled joints, according
to court records. Molina told the
trooper he had a medical mari-
juana card prior to the search, the
records state. Molina was charged
with unlawful possession of can-
nabis by a passenger in a motor
vehicle for not storing the pot in
an odor-proof container.

Lawyers for Molina and Red-
mond argued the smell of pot
alone should not be probable
cause to search a vehicle given

that the substance is no longer il-
legal in Illinois.

But Attorney General Kwame
Raoul’s office argued the law re-
quires drivers to transport pot in
an odor-proof container. Thus, the
presence of pot odor is grounds
for a search, even if the passenger
is possessing an amount under the
legal limit or has a medical mari-
juana card.

“It remains illegal to use can-
nabis in a vehicle and to trans-
port cannabis in a vehicle in a
container that is not odor-proof,”
a November brief filed by Raoul
reads. Thus, “the odor of cannabis
— whether in raw or burnt form —
continues to provide police with
probable cause to search.”

Mitchell Ness, assistant attor-
ney general, continued the argu-
ment before the Supreme Court
on Jan 10.

“Cannabis is no longer contra-
band in every circumstance, but
that doesn’t absolve the person
from following the laws that are
in place,” he said.

Chief Justice Mary Jane Theis
said the central matter of the cas-
es was roadway safety.

“The concern here is the safety
of the public driving down the
highway and impaired drivers,”
Theis said at the oral arguments.
“We’re concerned about drunk
drivers, and we’re concerned
about high drivers.”

Nationwide and state-level
chapters of the American Civil
Liberties Union and the National
Assoc. of Criminal Defense Law-
yers filed a brief in support of

Molina and Redmond, writing
that allowing the odor of cannabis
as cause for searching a vehicle
will lead to biased enforcement
against Blacks and Latinos.

“There is a decades-long pat-
tern of police in this state using
pretext like cannabis odor to dis-
proportionately stop and search
Black and Latino drivers,” the
brief reads. Illinois’ stop and
search policy “unfairly subjects
(Black and Latino drivers) to at-
will intrusions of their privacy
and relegates them to second-
class citizenry.”

The organizations argued the
legalization of pot means its pres-
ence is not indicative of contra-
band or crime.

Alexandra Block, director of
the ACLU of Illinois’ criminal
legal systems and policing proj-
ect and co-author of the brief, told
Capitol News Illinois a probable
cause must be objective, not “mal-
leable.”

“Even the claim of smelling
cannabis can be discretionary.
Honestly, it can be made up some-
times when officers are being less
than honest because there’s no
way to challenge it. You can’t see
(a smell) on a body worn camera,”
Block said.

Because such accusations are
unchallengeable in court, the re-
sults “are often coming out worse
for drivers of color,” she said.

In People v. Molina, a trial
court determined the odor of
pot alone could not be cause for

POT ODOR see p. 10

CPS fromp. 3

I set computers up. School-based
and third-party technology coor-
dinators, all of them, wouldn’t be
able to retrieve these computers.
It’s not their job and it doesn’t
make sense for the IG to say that.
It begs the question: Why are
they mirroring the same talking
points?” Kugler said.

When he was at CPS, they
would file a police report if the
computer went missing, Kugler
said.

Fletcher’s office’s annual re-
port looks at other issues includ-
ing fraud, waste and misconduct.

Of the 446 sexual misconduct
complaints received by the office,
7% were sexual acts while 26%
were other sexual misconduct al-
legations and 67% were guideline
violations.

“While there are concerning
allegations for sexual abuses and
sexual misconduct, most of the
464 complaints relate to guideline
violations that relate to appropri-
ate boundaries between staff and
students,” Fletcher said.

Guideline violations could be
giving students presents, texting
with students and giving rides.

The Chicago Board of Educa-
tion is pushing for the removal of
police officers in the schools, and
Fletcher said when the office re-
ports these suspected crimes they
are usually calling detectives es-
pecially assigned to investigate
sex crimes.

“We are not usually report-
ing these complaints to the po-
lice officers that are stationed in
schools,” said Fletcher. “I am not
familiar with any cases where the
initial outcry from a student has

been to a school-based security
officer or a school-based Chicago
police department officer. I am
certain they are a great resource
in other ways.”

During the pandemic, the gov-
ernment offered taxpayer-funded
Paycheck Protection Program
[PPP] loans, but CPS employees
lied on their applications and
did not qualify for those loans.
Fletcher’s report says 810 employ-
ees took PPP loans and of those
16 were asked questions and later
resigned or were fired.

“These are year-round employ-
ees who applied for these loans
under fraudulent pretenses and

It’s not just
a generator.

Receive a free 7-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $735.

Call866-643-0438 to
schedule your free quote!

- . GENERAC

the common thread is that they
claim to have businesses and have
payroll that would qualify them
to apply for and receive these
PPP loans and our investigations
have shown these businesses are
entirely made up,” said Fletcher.
“In some cases they would claim
their sole proprietorship would
make them $100,000 a year and
our investigations would show if
anything it was much less.”

Chicago Public Schools has re-
ceived about $1.93 billion in ad-
ditional state and local taxpayer
funding since the 2018-19 school
year.

Gs ‘

». A-A SALVAGE

Radiators, Boilers and Heating

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.
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Burglar held at gunpoint
by concealed carry holder
gets probation

BY CWBCHICAGO

Tyler Hamlin was charged
with burglary last February
after a concealed carry holder
[CCL] interrupted the break-in
and held him at gunpoint until
Chicago police arrived. Last
week, a judge sentenced Ham-
lin to probation.

He was already on probation
for a criminal damage by fire
case, which started as an ag-
gravated arson charge, when
the Wrigleyville gun owner de-
tained him around 8:30 p.m. on
Feb. 6,2023.

The CCL holder had received
an alert from his security sys-
tem that someone was on his
front porch in the 3500 block
of N. Fremont. Prosecutors said
he inspected the property and
found Hamlin inside his ga-
rage. The homeowner warned
Hamlin that he had a gun and
ordered him to show his hands

while his wife called 911.
“[The police] were here
in about 45 seconds, and he
couldn’t get out of the garage.
I was standing
in the door,”
the homeown-
er told CBS2
last year.
Hamlin, 31,
has a bach-
elor’s degree

Tyler Hamlin in psychology

and gender and women’s stud-

ies from UIC, according to his
defense attorney. Despite those
credentials, he was homeless
and unemployed at the time of
the burglary.

He pleaded guilty to burglary
last week in exchange for the
sentence from Judge Sharon
Kanter. His probation in the
criminal damage to fire case
was terminated unsatisfactori-
ly, according to court records.

FIRESIDE
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clip this ad for

$10 off $30

RESTRICTIONS APPLY. EXPIRES MARCH 35T, 2004,
HOT ELIGIBLE FOR USE WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTIONS. DINE IH OHLY.
GO TO FIRESIDECHICAGO.COM/COUPON FOR FULL DETAILS.

firesidechicago.com

n @FIRESIDECHICAGO
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ACT LIKE fromp. 2

New World Stages Theater. Rob-
in’s darling wife, Linda Robin,
still coming back from back sur-
gery, won’t be doing any high
kicks. But I'm sure she’ll have a
few choice correctives. Chicago
friends are delighted Richard’s
back in production. He has the
eye. It is a gift.

BACH TO BOWIE: The
Auditorium Theatre is present-
ing Complexions: Contemporary
Ballet by the New York City-
based contemporary dance com-
pany that is reinventing dance.
The one-night-only performance,
titled Star Dust: From Bach to
Bowie, features the Chicago pre-
miere of Star Dust, the company’s
electrifying, act-long tribute to
rock icon David Bowie. The per-
formance is 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 3. Tickets start at $30 and
are available at auditoriumthe-
atre.com.

Founded in 1994 by Alvin
Ailey alumni Desmond Rich-
ardson and Dwight Rhoden,
Complexions has an artistic ap-
proach that mixes methods,
styles, and cultures. Richardson is
a pioneer in the transformation of
ballet from a predominately white
art form, and was the first Afri-
can American principal dancer of
American Ballet Theatre.

He also received a Tony Award
nomination for his role in the
original Broadway cast of Fosse.

Master choreographer Rhoden
has created over 80 ballets for
Complexions as well as numer-
ous prominent dance companies
across America and the world. As
a dancer, Rhoden has performed
with  Dayton = Contemporary
Dance Company, Les Ballet Jazz
De Montreal and as a principal
dancer with Alvin Ailey Ameri-
can Dance Theater.

Much like the company itself,

the show is a celebration of differ-
ences and the graceful marriage
of aesthetic opposites featuring
music that spans from Baroque to
contemporary pop. The first half
of the mixed repertory program
includes beloved works from
the company’s repertoire includ-
ing Chaconne (from Ballad Unto);
Choke; Pocket Symphony; Elegy;
and Work It Out (from SBFTE).
The second half of the program
is Rhoden’s Star Dust celebrating
the work and legacy of Bowie and
featuring some of the greatest hits
from his catalogue of rock clas-
sics, including “Young Ameri-
cans,” “Heroes,” and “Space Odd-

ity.”

“Bowie, who performed on the
Auditorium Theatre stage in 1972,
is one of the most iconic voices in
the last 50 years of rock and glam
music.” says Rich Regan, Audi-
torium CEO. “Complexions is a
company that embodies Bowie’s
traits of going against the grain,
artistic innovation, and blending
genre. We're excited to welcome
Complexions back to our stage for
this thrilling program and touch-
ing tribute.”

LA GRANDE: The “grande”
Lady Cynthia Olson is a cher-
ished repeat at the Astor Club, the
fabled work of the Astor Towers
architect Bertrand Goldberg.
Back many moons ago he had
designed the building in the Mod-
ernist style in homage to is wife,
Nancy Florsheim of the shoe
folk. On New Years Eve 1960, she
opened Maxim’s. Olson was pres-
ent. That was the night a young
Frenchman went to work as the
wine steward. He would later
open his own French restaurant
nearby.

WHO’S WHERE: Mark
O’Malley and the “Mrs.,” violin-
ist Patricia Treacy, doing Dublin
and roast goose in Co. Louth at
the Treacy farm... Sherrill Bo-

MARY ELLEN CONSIDINE

[E @ Operated by ry of
= Realogy Brokerage Group LLC.

Office: 312.266.7000
Cell: 773.704.4250

Email: maryellen.considine@cbexchange.com

Lincoln Park
1910 N. Clybourn Ave., Chicago, IL 60614

COLDWELL BANKER  REALTY

BARMGE

[N W
The Quality Cleaners

NT

Perfecting “The Art of Clean” since 1950

Optimizedrcleaning for each garment.
We have a complete arsenal

of three cleaning methods;

two types of dry-cleaning

PLUS aqua-cleaning.

3000 N. Broadway

Call 773-348-5510 to arrange curbside pick-up or delivery
www.barryregentcleaners.com

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Bobbi Panter

Desomond Richardson

David Bowie

?{ _ \

Dwight Rhoden

The Broadway Cast of “A Sign of the Times.”

dine roaming the warmth of Co-
zumel and Cancun in Caribbean
Mexico... Ben and Stacey Med-
nick doing Paris with senior stu-
dent, Jackie Mednick, and get-
ting back into French while Anna
Mednick completes the Colgate
academic semester there... At-
torney supreme Bob Clifford at
MartAnthony’s Italian on Hub-
bard... Maestro Stanley Paul
sunning in the California des-
ert... Rhonda Liesenfeldt in the
land of sun and sand and palms...
Father Bill Flaherty grew up in
St. Philip Neri Parish in South
Shore and then came a refined
teacher of Shakespeare and the
great English writers. He will al-

CityHome

Vacuums & More

ways be the voice of intelligence
and bravo in the Archdiocese and
he was buried last week at 98...
Kevin and Colleen Ryan visiting
sister Victoria Dal Santo’s new,
fuller-expanded  familia...and
a Univ. of Wisconsin grad now
with daughter Cristina ... Kathy
O’Malley Piccone, Myra Reilly,
Jennifer Sutton Breva, Whitey
Reynolds, Lyza Schenkler at
Ralph Lauren loving birthday girl
Bobbi Panter.

NEW BOOK: Great excite-
ment at my house. There always
is when a new book pushes its
nose off the press. This time it’s
Amazon that has brought out the
beautiful work that tells the story

We feature Miele and ORECK
and service all makes & models

2 Locations!

2646 N. Lincoln Ave., Chicago
773-348-4500

148 N. Oak Park Ave., Oak Park
708-660-9800

Open 7 Days All Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.cityhomevacuum.com

of growing up in Chicago. “Mem-
ories of Growing Up In Chicago:
Recalling Life During the 20th
Century” by Neal Samors, Chris
Lynch and this writer, $40. It’s a
great list of Chicago champions.
Also featuring Gary Johnson
(Introduction), and Paul Meincke
(Foreword).

Never, never be afraid to do
what’s right — especially if the
well-being of a person or ani-
mal is at stake. Society’s pun-
ishments are small compared to
the ones we inflict on our soul
when we look the other way.

- Martin Luther King Jr.

tog515@gmail.com
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Restaurant Week is underway

The first big event of Chicago
Restaurant Week [CRW] is this
Thursday night, but stop right
there, the First Bites Bash at the
iconic Field Museum is sold out.

The bash showcases tasting
portions from more than 50 CRW
participants, alongside wine, beer,
spirits and live entertainment.
Tickets are $150 and available to
purchase online - next year for
those who don’t already have a
ticket. A portion of the proceeds
will be donated to Pilot Light and
the James Beard Foundation.

This year Restaurant Week is
featuring 21 neighborhood res-
taurant favorites, 18 vegetarian

options and 23 award-winning
hot spots. Restaurant Week
brings prices down to a much
more affordable price range that
more diners can enjoy. CRW par-
ticipants feature special tasting
menus. Each participating loca-
tion offers prix-fixe lunch ($25),
brunch ($25) or dinner ($42 or
$59). There are some great deals
to be found out there for those
who do some legwork.

You haven’t gotten a real taste
of our town’s diverse restaurant
scene until you’ve explored the
city’s neighborhoods. That’s
where you’ll find an incredible
array of dining options represent-

ing cuisines from all around the
world.

There’s no better time to try
some of these beloved spots than
CRW, happening from Jan. 19
through Feb. 4. This year there
are 381 participating restaurants
representing over 30 neighbor-
hoods — including more than 60
women- and minority-owned es-
tablishments.

Reservations go fast so don’t
delay, most reservations can be
made on Open Table or Resy, but
you can always call the restaurant
directly.

Chicago Architecture Biennial: Through February 11

The Chicago Cultural Center, 78
E. Washington St., serves as one
of the main exhibition venue sites
for CAB 5, featuring projects from
more than 80 participants.

The Chicago Architecture Bi-
ennial [CAB] is the largest archi-
tecture and design exhibition in
North America. It’s a city-wide
event that resembles a “World’s
Fair” of contemporary architec-
ture.

CAB, running now through
Feb. 11, is held at the Chicago
Cultural Center, 78 E. Washing-
ton, with a selection of off-site
projects, related exhibitions, and
programming in neighborhoods
all across the city. All events and
exhibits are free and open to the
public.

This year’s exhibition titled,
“This is a Rehearsal,” offers a
chance to dive deep into art and
architecture in one of the best ar-
chitecture cities on Earth.

The Chicago-based collective
Floating Museum will drive the
event’s artistic vision. The exhi-
bition will explore how contem-
porary issues are shared across
the globe but are addressed dif-
ferently through art, architecture,
and infrastructure.

For a list of scheduled events
visit https://chicagoarchitecture-
biennial.org.

POLICE BEAT fromp. 6

remembered that he had also been in
a disturbance at his home on Wolcott
Ave. the day before.

He is the second person shot in
Rogers Park this year. On New Years
Day, a 24-year-old man was shot while
driving in the 6400 block of N. Sheri-
dan.

Grindr hook-up brought a gun
and an accomplice
to rob Rogers Park man

The suburban Christian school
teacher accused of robbing and in-
vading the home of a man he chatted
up on Grindr, the gay dating app, is
now charged with committing a simi-
lar crime in Rogers Park last June.

Incredibly, court
records say the
Rogers Park victim
identified Antoine
Perteet, 33, as his
assailant in early
July. But prosecu-
tors did not charge
Perteet with the
crime until now. If the allegations are
true, Perteet victimized at least one
other person after authorities identi-
fied him.

On Oct. 8, three months after the
Rogers Park victim identified him in
a photo line-up, Perteet and another
man went to the home of a Cicero
man that Perteet chatted with on the
app, prosecutors said. They allegedly
tied up, gagged, and robbed the vic-
tim at gunpoint.

At one point, Perteet made the
man reveal his phone password, pros-
ecutors said, and Perteet thumbed
through the device as he pressed his
foot into the man'’s face.

Now, prosecutors have laid out
similar allegations against Perteet in
connection with the June 28 robbery
in the 1900 block of W. Morse. In re-
cently filed papers, prosecutors said
Perteet met the man on a dating app,
and the victim agreed to let Perteet
and another man come to his home.

They arrived at the victim’s house
around 11:30 p.m. and, once inside,
pulled out guns. They robbed the
man, forced him to lie down in the
bedroom, and took his cash and
phone, prosecutors alleged.

The complaint said that Perteet

Antoine Perteet

forced the man to unlock the device
and then accessed his digital wallet.
While the second man held the victim
at gunpoint, Perteet allegedly went
to an ATM and tried to make a with-
drawal with the phone.

Prosecutors said Perteet and his ac-
complice collected the man’s jewelry
and credit cards, then left.

The next day, Chase notified the
victim that someone tried to use his
debit card at one of their branches in
Rogers Park. The victim also learned
that one of his cards was used at a gas
station on the Far North Side and a li-
quor store in Waukegan.

Coincidentally, Perteet teaches at
a Christian school in Waukegan, ac-
cording to his defense attorney, and
he was arrested there on the Cicero
charges late last year.

A video from the liquor store
showed Perteet trying to make a pur-
chase with the victim’s digital wallet
on June 29, but it failed. Officials said
he used one of the man’s credit cards
to complete the transaction.

Perteet and an unknown person
were also seen on video at the gas
station, according to prosecutors.
The business’ cameras captured pic-
tures of Perteet’s license plate, and
investigators used that information
to identify him as a suspect, court pa-
pers say.

After hearing about the Rogers
Park allegations this week, Judge Ma-
ria Kuriakos-Ciesel detained Perteet
as a public safety threat. He has been
detained on similar grounds since
prosecutors filed charges in the Ci-
cero case last month.

Prosecutors have not yet charged
anyone else in connection with the
crimes.

Man robbed two people
in River North, got busted
upon returning to his hideout

A South Side man robbed two
people in River North Jan. 13 and got
arrested by Chi-
cago police when
he returned to his
hideout after the
second holdup.

At about 4:45
p.m., a 27-year-old
victim told police
that an assailant
— - displayed a knife
and robbed him of his laptop, phone,
and other items in the 300 block of N.
LaSalle, according to a CPD report.

Cops tracked the victim’s phone
and quickly located the robbery pro-
ceeds behind a Chicago Fire Dept.
station at Dearborn and Hubbard, but
the robber wasn't there.

Shortly after the officers found the
first victim's property, a 32-year-old
man called 911 after someone put a
knife to his neck and robbed him in
thefirst block of E. Grand, not far from
the firehouse.

Cops staked out the area where
they found the first victim’s property,
just in case the robber returned there
after the second holdup. They de-
tained Jerry Mufid, 20, moments later
when he arrived behind the fire sta-
tion, matching the robber’s descrip-
tion.

Police say both victims identified
him as the offender. An arrest report
said he also had possession of the sec-
ond victim’s ID card.

Mufid appeared for a detention
hearing at the Leighton Criminal
Courthouse on Jan. 14.

..-'.ri .l .|

Jerry Mufid

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

SUPER CAR WASH

BEST KEDPYT SECRETY
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' Letter to the Editor e

Unbelievable!

I'm finding it so hard to believe
that all of a sudden there is a great
need to build monstrosity type
buildings in our neighborhoods
of Old Town and Goose Island.

One is said to be at 400 feet tall
and another at 450 feet. Just those
two alone, provide substandard
parking for the residents moving
in. Leaving the neighborhoods
to be even more congested and
jammed up than they already are.
Let’s not forget the blocking of
lanes and loss of street parking as
it is with bicycles lanes.

No word from Ald. Brian
Hopkins on what people already
living here are going to be go-
ing through with the Amazon,
Fed Ex, and UPS deliveries, food
deliveries, postal deliveries, Uber
and Lyft, etc., etc.?

Oh wait, I know, cars will just
double park with blinkers on!

Between the cars with the
blinkers on, the buses, and the
bike lanes, one might as well not
drive.

Is that the new thinking?

Don’t drive?

The state and the city would
lose a fortune if people stopped
driving their cars. Between the
license plate fees, city stickers,
parking tickets, speeding tick-
ets, red light tickets, gasoline
taxes, and the rest of that type of
revenue. The city of Chicago
would just continue with an even
bigger deficit.

The Fern Hill meeting this
month is another diversion. The
Fern Hill website stated that they
wanted the community to pick
the new facade for Walgreens.
Unless you are face-to-face and
can have an in-person communi-
ty meeting open to discussion, it
sounds like - and it smells like - a
one-sided monologue.

I am just putting it all out there.
It’s so frustrating that no matter
what opinion you have; at the end,
they still get built.

Mary Jo Parks
Old Town

Free Diabetes
and Cholesterol
testing Jan. 27

On January 27, the Indo-
American Center will host a free
diabetes, cholesterol, and blood
pressure screening event. Anyone
above the age of 18 is welcome
to attend this event. They are ac-
cepting walk-ins. For more infor-
mation contact Fahmida at 708-
665-5912.

Free reading
at new theater

The American Blues Theater is
hosting a live, in person free read-
ing 7 p.m. Jan. 22, at their new
home at 5627 N. Lincoln Ave.

The reading runs approximately
80 minutes with no intermission.
Following the reading, playwright
Gloria Majule will join guests in
the lobby for conversation. To get
tickets, email boxoffice@ameri-
canbluestheater.com.

The reading will be about four
people who journey up to the roof
of Africa, Mount Kilimanjaro,
and discuss the ghost of colonial-
ism.

Coffee &
Newspapers g~
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Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”
OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study
817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCCHhicago.org

CAR WASH

Automatic Car Wash .

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W.Irving

4550 W. Addison

4820 W. Lawrence
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Remove and Install
Transmission for complete
overhaul on all types of cars

Hrs: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm, Sat. 8 am-1pm
www.globaltransmissionspecialists.com

insideonline.com
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Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
SPECIALIZED LOAN SERVICING LLC

Plaintiff,

V.-
THOMAS QUINN, SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE
OF BEVERLY FISHER, DECEASED, 2424 W. ES-
TES CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, UNKNOWN
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
DIANE FISHER, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGA-
TEES OF BEVERLY FISHER

Defendants

2022 CH 07336

2424 WEST ESTES AVENUE UNIT 3A

CHICAGO, IL 60645

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered
in the above cause on June 5, 2023, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
February 26, 2024, at The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chi-
cago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

Commonly known as 2424 WEST ESTES AVENUE
UNIT 3A, CHICAGO, IL 60645

Property Index No. 10-36-207-013-1016 & 10-36-
207-013-1044

The real estate is improved with an apartment
building.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The
subject property is subject to general real estate
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied

against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 1S"
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC Plain-
tiff's Attorneys, One North Dearborn Street, Suite
1200, Chicago, IL, 60602. Tel No. (312) 346-9088.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC

One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200

Chicago IL, 60602

312-346-9088

E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com

Attorney File No. 22-09252IL_778634

Attorney Code. 61256

Case Number: 2022 CH 07336

TJSCH#: 43-2548

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2022 CH 07336

13233598

171717

101010

030303

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

171717

101010

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS IN-
DENTURE TRUSTEE ON BEHALF OF AND WITH
RESPECT TO AJAX MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST
2020-A, MORTGAGE-BACKED SECURITIES,
SERIES 2020-A

Plaintiff,

-
EDMUND C. MEADOWS, Ill, WENDY S. MEAD-
OWS, 937 W. GEORGE CONDOMINIUM AS-
SOCIATION, STATE OF ILLINOIS, BMO HARRIS
BANK, N.A.

Defendants

2022 CH 03401

937 WEST GEORGE STREET, UNIT 1W
CHICAGO, IL 60657

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on January 4, 2023, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
January 29, 2024, at The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chi-
cago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

Commonly known as 937 WEST GEORGE
STREET, UNIT 1W, CHICAGO, IL 60657

Property Index No. 14-29-225-034-1004 (Vol. 488)
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $506,821.54.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-

cial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The
subject property is subject to general real estate
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS"
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal
fees required by The Condominium Property Act,
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues

where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact JOHNSON, BLUMBERG
& ASSOCIATES, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 30 N.
LASALLE STREET, SUITE 3650, Chicago, IL,
60602 (312) 541-9710. Please refer to file number
21-9111.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

JOHNSON, BLUMBERG & ASSOCIATES, LLC

30 N. LASALLE STREET, SUITE 3650

Chicago IL, 60602

312-541-9710

E-Mail: ilpleadings @johnsonblumberg.com
Attorney File No. 21-9111

Attorney Code. 40342

Case Number: 2022 CH 03401

TJSC#: 43-4607

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2022 CH 03401

13235653

030303

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

North Township Real Estate For Sale

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
SIERRA PACIFIC MORTGAGE COMPANY, INC.
Plaintiff,

V-
ERIK CASTRO, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REV-
ENUE, KINGSBURY LARRABEE, LLC, RIVER VIL-
LAGE POINTE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION
Defendants

2022 CH 12416

845 North Kingsbury Street, Unit 513

CHICAGO, IL 60610

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on November 8, 2023, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on February 9, 2024, at The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chi-
cago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

Commonly known as 845 North Kingsbury Street,
Unit 513, CHICAGO, IL 60610

Property Index No. 17-04-322-023-1064 AND 17-
04-322-023-1115

The real estate is improved with a single family
residence.

The judgment amount was $327,653.82.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
The subject property is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact CHAD LEWIS, ROB-

ERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE &
PARTNERS, PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 205 N.
MICHIGAN SUITE 810, CHICAGO, IL, 60601 (561)
241-6901. Please refer to file number 22-051759.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CHAD LEWIS

ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE &
PARTNERS, PLLC

205 N. MICHIGAN SUITE 810

CHICAGO IL, 60601

561-241-6901

E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM

Attorney File No. 22-051759

Attorney ARDC No. 6306439

Attorney Code. 65582

Case Number: 2022 CH 12416

TJSC#: 43-4135

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2022 CH 12416

13236310

171717

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY
AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR RCF 2 ACQUISITION
TRUST

Plaintiff,

V.-
CHRISTOPHER STEPHENS, THE 549-551 W.
BELDEN AVENUE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIA-
TION

Defendants

2022 CH 07580

551 WEST BELDEN AVENUE GRW

CHICAGO, IL 60614

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on November 14, 2022, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on February 2, 2024, at The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chi-
cago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

Commonly known as 551 WEST BELDEN AVENUE
GRW, CHICAGO, IL 60614

Property Index No. 14-33-111-063-1003

The real estate is improved with a residence.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
The subject property is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection
and plaintiff makes no representation as to the
condition of the property. Prospective bidders are
admonished to check the court file to verify all in-
formation.

If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a gov-
ernment agency (driver's license, passport, etc.) in
order to gain entry into our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS &
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527

630-794-5300

E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 14-22-04122

Attorney ARDC No. 00468002

Attorney Code. 21762

Case Number: 2022 CH 07580

TJSCH#: 43-4589

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2022 CH 07580

13235827

101010
030303

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

POT ODOR fromp. 7

search since the odor of cannabis could be
found on medical patients who grow their
own marijuana plants or workers at culti-
vation centers and dispensaries. The ruling
was reversed by an appellate court before
the case was consolidated with Redmond’s
and brought to the Illinois Supreme Court.

Other top courts across the country have
faced the same question, most recently
in Minnesota, where the state’s supreme
court ruled the odor of pot, in the absence
of any other evidence, is not enough “that
the search would yield evidence of crimi-
nally illegal drug-related contraband or

conduct.”

Last spring, the Wisconsin Supreme
Court ruled the smell of pot is enough for
police to search a vehicle.

Last year, Sen. Rachel Ventura intro-
duced a bill that would amend the Illi-
nois Vehicle Code and establish the odor
of cannabis, raw or burnt, alone “shall not
constitute probable cause” to search vehi-
cles or persons. While the bill stalled last
year, Ventura said she’d consider reviving
the measure depending on how the court
cases play out.

The Supreme Court’s decision is expect-
ed later this year.

FAILURE fromp. 5

tims of crime. Our criminal courts work
as an adversarial system. We have defense
attorneys representing the accused on one
side, and we’re supposed to have a prosecu-
tor representing the People on the other,”
the judge explained. “When those roles be-
come entangled and blurred, as they most
certainly were in this case, the public loses
trust and confidence in our criminal jus-
tice system. It creates an appearance that
something unethical is occurring.”

“You’re off the case,” McHale conclud-
ed.

McHale saved a few words for
Mbekeani’s boss, Kim Foxx, though: “So,
to some degree, I do sympathize with you,
counsel, because in my opinion, Ms. Foxx
basically set you up for failure because this
was such a blatantly obvious conflict of in-
terest that I find it shocking that she didn’t
see it coming. But, indeed, as we’ve seen
before, Ms. Foxx’s knowledge of conflicts
law is not the best.”

In a written order after the hearing,
McHale called Mbekeani’s responses to his
questions “duplicitous, incomplete, evasive
and untruthful.”

“In this court’s 17 years on the bench
and 32 years working in the criminal jus-
tice system, it has never seen such manipu-
lative efforts used before a judge in open
court to such a degree,” McHale continued.
He barred Mbekeani from ever represent-
ing the state in his courtroom again.

The judge said he even considered ap-
pointing a special prosecutor to handle
Brown’s case but determined that other
attorneys in the Conviction Review Unit
were fit for the job.

When the parties reconvene next month,
Assistant State’s Attorney Linda Walls will
represent the people.

Foxx stands by Mbekeani

The State’s Attorney’s office is standing
by Mbekeani, releasing this statement to us
on Jan. 11:

Michelle Mbekeani’s leadership of the
Conviction Review Unit is anchored in her
unparalleled experience, deep knowledge,
and fervent dedication to justice reform.
Her extensive legal advocacy and reform
work make her ideally suited for this
pivotal role. The concerns raised about
a potential conflict of interest with her
university-level practicum project are
unfounded and detract from our critical
mission.

Casting doubt on Michelle’s commitment
and integrity leads to significant delays in
our work, which have severe consequences
— not only prolonging the wrongful incar-
ceration of innocent individuals but also
impeding the healing and closure needed
by victims and their families. Our com-
mitment to addressing historical wrongs
of the past is unwavering. Under State’s
Attorney Kim Foxx’s leadership, this
office has worked tirelessly to overturn
246 wrongful convictions, and we remain
focused on this vital task. Due to our
commitment, Illinois has led the nation
five out of the past six years in exonera-
tions.

Michelle’s academic project, which
centers on due process for incarcerated
individuals, underscores the crucial soci-
etal need to support and rehabilitate those

McHale saved a few words for
Mbekeani’s boss, Kim Foxx,
though: “So, to some degree,

I do sympathize with you, counsel,
because in my opinion, Ms. Foxx
basically set you up for failure
because this was such a blatantly
obvious conflict of interest that I
find it shocking that she didn’t see
it coming. But, indeed, as we’ve
seen before, Ms. Foxx’s knowledge
of conflicts law is not the best.”

unjustly affected by our justice system. We
are immensely proud to have Michelle,
a professional so deeply committed to
rectifying historical inequities, leading the
charge against corruption and restoring
trust in our legal processes.

Who is Dante Brown?

A jury found Brown guilty of two
counts of murder in a double homicide that
occurred on Oct. 6, 2003. An appellate
court ruling in the case lays out more
details.

In arecent filing by his attorney, Gregory
Sygert of the Northwestern Univ. School of
Law, said Brown was convicted under the
theory of accountability, meaning someone
else committed the murder, but Brown was
accused of some other involvement.

In handwritten appeals sent from his
cell at the Stateville Correctional Center,
Brown has claimed that a Chicago police
detective beat him with a thick phone book
on the head and arms until he confessed.

The detective “tortured me into a false
confession,” Brown wrote in one appeal,
saying he told his trial attorney about the
beatings. In a later appeal, he claimed that
authorities withheld evidence.

Sygert amended Brown’s pro se filings
in November with a different argument:
Brown was sentenced to life without parole
in 2009 at the age of 19 because state law
didn’t allow for anything less.

In a ten-page transcript of Brown’s
sentencing hearing, Judge James Linn
mentioned eight times that he didn’t have
the authority to sentence Brown to any-
thing less than the law required, Sygert’s
filing said.

The judge acknowledged that Brown’s
post-conviction filings contained “wis-
dom” and compelling arguments, none of
which could be considered because the
law made a life sentence mandatory, said
Sygert.

“The Supreme Court has spoken, and
I absolutely must follow the orders of the
Supreme Court,” Linn said once, according
to Sygert.

“Again, my hands are tied. I must follow
the law as it is. I will follow the law,” Linn
offered in a second instance.

Sygert’s filing argued that “over 14 years
later, the world Judge Linn commented
on has changed significantly,” and both
federal and Illinois courts now recognize
“that sentencing juveniles and emerging
adults to mandatory life sentences without
consideration of factors that reduce their
culpability is unconstitutional.”

The case continues in McHale’s court-
room on Feb. 20.



Project Linus

makes blankets

The Chicago Public Library along with
non-profit organization Project Linus is
hosting a blanket making event on 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3, at the Near North
Branch Library, 310 W. Division St. .

Come by yourself or with a group of
friends and help cut and tie fleece blankets.
All blankets made are given to children
who are seriously ill or otherwise in need.

25,30, 31

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

* Field Museum is free on Wednesdays
for Illinois residents

Write a Letter To The Editor at:insidepu

Service Directory/Classifieds

Free winter days at the museums

Want some family fun indoors? Muse-
ums throughout Chicago are offering a
variety of free dates this winter sea-
son. The upcoming free museum days in
Chicago for Illinois residents are below:
Shedd Aquarium is free on Jan. 23 —

* Art Institute of Chicago is free on
weekdays now through March 12

* Chicago History Museum is free for
I1linois residents on Jan. 15 — 19,

23-26,30-31

* Adler Planetarium is free for Illinois
residents every Wednesday from

4 -10 p.m.
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COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING » CARPET CLEANING

773-292-6015

BBB A+ Rating
SNOW REMOVAL

POWER WASHING

www.callchoicejanitorial-com

To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com

Deadline: 5pm Mondays

AUTOS WANTED HELP WANTED

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Condo For Sale

For sale by owner
1221 sq ft 2 bedroom/
2 bathroom condo
with Navy Pier,

Lake Michigan views.
195 N. Harbor Dr.
Chicago, IL 60601 #4001
$420,000
Contact Anthony Spicuzza
773-946-3633

Trailer for sale, for boat or jet ski. Rims, jacks, spare
wheels included. $457. Call 773-818-0808

Furniture Removal/
Junk Removal

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items

from Basements, Garages, Attics,
Businesses, Estate Clearance
Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES
773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Garages/Garage Doors

FAMILY KASTANOVA INC.
GARAGE DOOR SERVICES
Overhead Garage Doors
Electric Openers
Installation and Repairs
(773) 744-6101 (cell)
(630) 717-5329
www.familykastanovainc.com

Health & Fitness

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real
dental insurance - not just a discount plan. Get your
free Information Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPE-

CIAL $99.00. 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-445-5928 Hablamos Espahol

Home Services

Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Dam-
age? You need a local expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. Fi-
nancing available. Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small
amount of water can lead to major damage and
mold growth in your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING+ OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous

Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to
100% back on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company has pet coverage that can help! Call
1-844-774-0206 to get a free quote or visit insure-
barkmeow.com/ads

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 855-
761-1725

Become a published author. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call
for free author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify
for a substantial cash award. No obligation! We've
recovered millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-
707-5707

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB
Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Promo Expires 12/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for
recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survi-
vor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. Free shipping.
Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet.
Free Installation. Call 866-499-0141

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don't Accept the in-
surance company’s first offer. Many injured parties
are entitled to major cash settlements. Get a free
evaluation to see what your case is really worth.
100% Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-888-2038.
Be ready with your zip code to connect with the
closest provider.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as litlle as one day. For a lim-
ited time, we're cutting installation costs in half and
offering a FREE safety upgrade! Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer
ends 3/31/24 Call 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert
system. Whether you're home or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936

II0LD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980's. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase*
Call 1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator. It's a power move.

Replace your roof withe best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles
& multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install +
Additional 10% off install (military, health & 1st re-
sponders.) 1-833-370-1234

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request
free no obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package &
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage at 1200 W. 35th St.,
773-247-3000, is opening lockers:
4C4218 (Hoover, LaToya),
4C4189 (Jackson, Cylk),
3F3548 (Laoye, Dayo),
3F3603 (Blalark, Kammarra L),
3D3303 (Jaroszewski, Mark),
3E3425 (Philips, Nicholette),
4C4200 (Powel, Shirley),
1C2036 (Soto, Carmen),
3F3502 (Tate, Latrice), 3F3628 (Travis, Giles),
for public sale of miscellaneous items.
This sale is to be held on Thursday,
January 25, 2024 at 2:00 pm. Cash only.

Notice of Public Sale

Honore Storage 5147 N. Clark,
Chicago IL 60640 773-250-6670
Online bids end January 24th, 12pm
at StorageTreasures.com
Isobel Duncan #310
Honore Storage 3215 W. Lawrence,
Chicago IL 60625 773-583-6900
Online bids end January 24th, 12pm
at StorageTreasures.com
Vergel Mapanoo #617B, Raymond Davis #4608

Sleeping Rooms

Cook County - Chgo. N

Nice room w/ stove, fridge
& bath. Near ALDI,
Walgreens, beach, Red
Line & buses. Elevator &
Laundry. $149/wk and up.
773-275-4442

Cook County - Chgo. N

BIG ROOM with stove,
fridge, bath & nice wood
floors. Near Red Line &
Buses. Elevator & Laundry,
Shopping. $139/wk.
773-561-4970

WANTED

“DEAD OR ALIVE”
60s, 70s and 80s

AUTOMOBILES

$SCASH PAIDS$

< aag’ ALL MAKES

wiLL pick up 630-660-0571

EYE CARE

[ . 9 q

y

- @
SUPERIOR EYECARE
SINCE 1987
Making Eyeglasses in 1 HOUR

Contact Lenses, Fitting
Plus 3 Month Supply of Acuvue

Oasys For Only $120 SPH Only

FREE eye exam
with eyeglass purchase

2947 N. Broadway
773-525-1601

Email superior.eyecare@gmail.com

To Advertise

Call 773-465-9700

r"\1
15T CHOICE SENIOR
HOMECARE, INC.

Hands to Help, Hearts to Care
1st Choice SeniorHome Care, Inc.
(Non-medical) is actively hiring
qualified, compassionate caregivers
to care for seniors in their homes,
helping them with daily
living activities and ensuring
they are happy and safe.

In the Chicagoland area, call:
773-614-3697 or 224-399-6665

HOME IMPROVEMENT

P& L

Construction Services, Inc.

Home Remodeling:

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements & Exteriors
Commercial Services:

Office Remodeling, Tenant Improvements,
Commercial Doors & more

847-361-6306

www.plconstructionservicesinc.com

BATH REMODEL

— |

= 9

rf}aﬁ.

. Call today and receive a

~— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

o SAFENWSTEP

WALK-IN TuB

L 1-855-417-1306

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

sp&"ﬂ 0

Fﬁflf

It’s not just

a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty

with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $735.

Call 866-643-0438 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
D |

“Terms and Conditions apply.

WRARAAAY gl

T

Books are the plane, and the train, and the road.
They are the destination, and the journey.

They are home.
— Anna Quindlen

DADRASS
PAINTING

KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELING

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

* FREE ESTIMATES
847-749-8227

847-291-9091
DADRASSPAINTING@YAH00.COM

__/S‘Hmcelgs

Low Cost
Painting

Interior & Exterior
312-834-3444

L Lowv.costSaligmail.oom
AR s =

Painting
by Victor

27 Years

| of Experience

! Interior &
Exterior Painting

Drywall Doctor
(Z73) 732-4933

victor.painting@gmail.com

PIANO TUNING

PIANO
TUNING

David Westling
Serving Chicagoland for 25 years

Specializing in Steinway Grands

773-271-7633
dwestling@sbcglobal.net

TOOL LIQUIDATION

1 TOOL

| LIQUIDATION
Welder Generator

Drain Rodder

Ridgid Threading Machine
Tank Torch Set

Ridgid Plumbing Tools

1 [773-818-0808|

| 101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED - CHEAP
‘ EE N N - - .-

_ Cofiee &
Newspapers St

allf

QLD YIS &

Comic Books * Sports Cards
Hot Wheels - Model Kits
Guitars - Records, etc., etc.
and so on and so on

HONEST AL 773-968-5015

WANTED

“DEAD OR ALIVE”
MOTORCYCLES

$$CASH PAID$$

HARLEY DAVIDSON,
HONDA, YAMAHA,
SUZUKI, KAWASAKI

wiLL pick vp 630-660-0571

LOVETO BUY YOUR
CARORTRUCK

Will Pay $200 to $2,000
For the Good, Bad
or Ugly
Also Classic, Antique,
Hot Rod or Project Cars
Same Day

Free Tow Away

$$ Paying Top Dollars $$
For Classics &

Muscle Cars

CALL (773) 758-2928

THE WARMEST WINDOWS
IN TOWN

I
ADVAMCED WINDOW CORP.

+ Local Manufacturer
+ Vinyl Windows and Doors
+ Replacement, New Construction
+ Made to Contractor’s Specs
+ Custom Color Matching
+ Glass and Screen Repairs

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651

773-379-3500

advancedwindow.com
cs@advancedwindow.com

Showroom Hours
Mon-Fri 7:00 to 4:00 Sat 7:00 to 12:00

The more
that you read,
the more things
you will know.
The more

that you learn,
the more places
you'll go.

—Dr. Seuss
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MAG MILE from p. 1

Rep. Kam Buckner and Sen. Sara Feigen-
holtz, would allow for the creation of Busi-
ness Improvement Districts across Illinois,
according to a report in Crain’s Chicago.

A SSA/BID at this location would gener-
ate millions in new tax revenue by impos-
ing a self-assessed property tax bill within
their commercial district, funds that must
be spent back in the district itself. The
money would help fund more private se-
curity, some street-level capital improve-
ments, parking and to undertake additional
marketing and advertising.

Michigan Ave. already has an existing
SSA on Michigan Ave., but that is set to
expire in 2024. A BID reportedly offers
more flexibility in revenue collection and
spending. Currently 57 SSA districts exist
in Chicago.

“The amount of resources that we have
for our district is woefully small,” Kim-

SKYLINE

berly Bares, CEO of the Magnificent Mile
Association told Crain’s. “Michigan Ave.
and this district are assets that we need to
invest in, and having a business improve-
ment district is a critical piece of us being
able to realize the vision that we have for
reimagining Michigan Ave.”

Aldermen Brian Hopkins [2nd] and
Brendan Reilly [42nd], whose wards in-
clude the Magnificent Mile, both support
the proposed plan. Negotiations are ongo-
ing among stakeholders regarding struc-
ture and governance of the proposed BID.

An SSA creation timeline is oriented
around Cook County’s statutory deadline
to receive levy ordinances, which is every
December. SSA applications are accepted
any time, but holds a May 15 deadline if an
SSA is desired for the following year.

Typically an SSA creation process can
take 12-16 months with six to eight of
those months for legislative actions. The
ordinance requires the Committee on Fi-

nance to convene a public hearing, which
is the one legally required hearing by state
law. No date for that hearing has been an-
nounced.

Generally the tax rate cap may not ex-
ceed a cap defined in ordinance, and the
annual tax rate can be equal or less than
this cap, is usually tied to the projects a dis-
trict has in mind. The average SSA tax rate
cap is 0.95% while the average annual tax
rate is 0.60%.

There is a way for those in the district to
prevent the creation of an SSA/BID. Sixty
days from that lone public hearing, two pe-
titions could be submitted that would ter-
minate the SSA creation: a petition show-
ing 51% of property owners opposed to the
proposal, or another petition comprised of

51% of registered voters within the dis-
trict.

Since BIDs and SSAs are a specific area
in which services that benefit the area are
delivered, having a district boundary in the
district strengthens the rationale for adding
these new taxes. The existing boundaries
for the Michigan Ave. SSA #76 are the
west side of Michigan Ave. from the Chi-
cago River north to Oak St, and the east
side of Michigan Ave. from the Chicago
River north to Oak St.

In the summer of 2022, participants of
SSA #76 were polled on their priorities for
the district over the coming years. The top
three topics were identified as public safe-
ty and crime reduction, customer attraction
and business development.

CASINO fromp. 1

Des Plaines have far higher revenue than
Bally’s Chicago. Even the Hollywood Ca-
sino in Aurora is pulling down comparable
revenue to Bally’s Chicago.

According to iGamingpost.com, several
factors may have contributed to Bally’s
underperformance in terms of tax revenue
and financial targets. Firstly, the delayed
opening of the casino, which was initially
slated for June, resulted in lost opportuni-
ties and reduced operating days.

Additionally, the ongoing operational
challenges faced by the establishment, in-
cluding the transition from limited operat-
ing hours to a 24-hour schedule, may have
impacted its revenue-generating potential.

Furthermore, external factors such as
competition from other casinos and the
prevalence of online gambling platforms
may have diverted potential customers

away from Bally’s.

The addition of shuttle bus routes to and
from Chinatown and Uptown’s Asia on
Argyle district has raised concerns about
the casino’s impact on communities with a
history of problem gambling. Critics argue
that such targeted transportation services
may exacerbate gambling addiction issues
and disproportionately affect vulnerable
populations.

In the best-case scenario, the permanent
Bally’s location would only pay for 9% of
the city’s annual pension payments. If it
falls short of that, the city will need new
revenue, which may mean more taxes tak-
en from Chicago residents and businesses.

State lawmakers may have to step up
with structural pension reform, freeing
up billions in the future for core services,
property tax relief or a combination of
both. Mayor Johnson could champion that
solution with state lawmakers.

ADVANCE

YOUR

CAREER

BA in Business
Administration

® Connect business ideas with action.

= Develop critical leadership skills.

= Earn credit for prior learning.

APPLY TODAY
START THIS SPRING

Visit go.depaul.edu/BAPS
for more information.

&8 DEPAULUNIVERSITY
SCHODL OF COMTINUING AND
PFROFESSIONAL STUDIES

BOLLARDS fromp. 1

cago Police Dept. and Dept. of Transporta-
tion to discuss the possibility of installing
bollards along Oak St. and Michigan Ave.
Installing new bollards would cost over
$1,000 each and would be paid out of the
Special Service Area taxing districts funds
from that district.

The rash of dramatic smash and grab
robberies have been highlighted in the
news lately, as retail theft continues to spi-
ral higher in Chicago, in large part because
Cook County refuses to enforce shoplifting
laws by prosecuting habitual criminals.

According to Rob Reiter, chief security
consultant for Calpipe Security Bollards,
a California-based manufacturer, bollards
are generally sturdy pieces of steel pipe,
with the heaviest models for terrorism pro-
tection measuring 25 to 30 centimeters.
Bollards generally are hollow rather than
solid, because it allows them to be flex-
ible to bend and absorb the force of a ve-
hicle. “With a round pipe, the impact side
stretches out the front, and the back side
compresses,” he says. “The front stretches

A new address.

by five percent and snaps back. Like a tree,
it’s better to sway with the wind than break
oft.”

Over the past decade, a whole industry
has sprung up with the increasing frequen-
cy of vehicular attacks on soft targets, such
as shopping streets with high footfall and
outdoor markets, festivals and concerts.
Hostile vehicle mitigation manufacturers
can now be found all around the world,
and barriers come in a whole spectrum of
shapes and sizes — from automatic steel
bollards that retract into the ground to x-
shaped barriers designed to upend vehicles
and even lightweight containers filled with
water.

One downfall, often pointed out by urban
designers, is that the crash-rated bollard is
not designed with aesthetics in mind — of-
ten contributing to a hostile environment.
It’s not a good look for Michigan Ave. or
Oak St.

Still a bollard can be the inner core of
the installation and can be covered with
a decorative sleeve to both fit into a city-
scape and increase longevity.

RETIRE IN THE CITY YOU LOVE!

No need to leave the north side of Chicago.
Find the maintenance-free apartment and active
lifestyle you want today at The Admiral at the Lake —

just steps from Foster Beach.
Plus, at our not-for-profit Life Plan

Community, on-site care is available

if your needs change in the future.

Need help now? We have immediate

availability in Assisted Living and
Memory Support.

Contact us today.
866.560.3497 | admiral.kendal.org

THE

ADMIRAL

AT THE LAKE——
A KENDAL AFFILIATE

929 W. Foster Avenue | Chicago, IL 60640
246*:000M00 =






