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A good film is when the price of the dinner,
the theatre admission and the babysitter
— Alfred Hitchcock
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Despite rampant carjackings,
no youths had their cases
transferred to adult court in 2018

BY CWBCHICAGO.COM

Despite a second consecutive
year of rampant carjackings and
nearly 600 homicides last year,
the Cook County State’s Attorney
did not attempt to get any violent
juvenile offenders tried in adult
court during 2018, according to
records secured by this reporter
via a Freedom of Information Act
request.

The city has been fighting
widespread carjackings for more
than two years, and Chicago po-
lice have identified unpunished
juveniles who re-offend as being
a driving force behind vehicular
hijackings and street robberies.

Politicians and prosecutors are
quick to point out that juveniles
could be referred to adult courts
for some violent felonies. But
county records show that threat is
rarely, if ever, realized.

The State’s Attorney’s records
show that the office sought to
move 15 juvenile cases to adult
court in 2017. Only one case was
approved. Prosecutors withdrew
four of the requests, nine were

denied, and one remains pending,
according to the records.

In 2016, prosecutors tried to
transfer eight juvenile cases to
adult court. One was granted, two
were denied, and five continue to
be listed as “pending” in official
records.

All three of then-State’s Attor-
ney Anita Alvarez’s requests to
transfer were denied in 2015. In
2014, two requests were made.
One was turned down, the other
was withdrawn by prosecutors.

One example of a rebounding
juvenile: In June 2017, a 12-year-
old and two 17-year-olds were
charged with felony attempted
first-degree murder, aggravated
discharge of a firearm, aggravated
possession of a stolen motor vehi-
cle, and unlawful use of a weapon
after they allegedly opened fire on
Chicago police officers who were
trying to pull them over because
they were driving a car that had
been taken in a carjacking.

Sounds serious, right? Hardly.

The 12-year-old (who is now
14) and one of the 17-year-olds
(who’s now 19) were arrested on
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Jan. 17 after Chicago police saw
them riding in a vehicle that had
allegedly been taken in a carjack-
ing. They both had guns, police
said.

The 19-year-old, Antjuan Da-
vis, was allegedly driving the car
when police curbed it last month
in suburban Bellwood. He bailed
out of the car, threw a gun under
the vehicle, and ran, according to
court records. Police caught him
nearby. He is charged with felony
receiving-possessing a stolen mo-
tor vehicle; felony fleeing police,
felony aggravated unlawful use
of a weapon by a person under
age 21; and multiple traffic vio-
lations. Judge David Navarro or-
dered him held without bail.

The 14-year-old, who was re-
sponsible for firing the shots at
police in the 2017 case, is now
charged in juvenile court with
criminal trespass to a vehicle, un-
lawful use of a weapon and pos-
sessing a firearm with a defaced
serial number.

A third man who was in the
back seat of the carjacked Buick.
Jaquali Brown, 19, is charged
with criminal trespass to a vehi-
cle. Judge Navarro released him
on a recognizance bond.
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Despite being rejected,
Spire Site proposal appearing before
Chicago Plan Commission tomorrow

A proposed amendment sub-
mitted by the Dept. of Planning
and Development for the 400 N.
Lake Shore Dr. proposal, com-
monly known as the “Spire Site,”
will be considered by the Chicago
Plan Commission at their meeting
10 a.m. Thursday in City Coun-
cil Chambers, 121 N. LaSalle St.,
2nd Floor.

The proposal will amend
Planned Development No. 368,
which governs the zoning of the
site, to extend the expiration date
to May 6, 2020. This amendment
is being proposed in order to as-
sure ample time for public and
community input on any revised
future plans for the site.

Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd]
rejected the initial proposal for
this site on Oct. 22, 2018 due to

concerns related to the proposed
hotel use; the tall podium base of
the buildings; traffic concerns for
E. North Water St.; and security
issues on the Riverwalk and at
DuSable Park.

When the development team
submits revised plans for the site
to Ald. Reilly says he will hold
another community meeting for
public review.

The alderman claims this tech-
nical amendment to extend the
expiration date does not affect the
developers’ requirement to obtain
official City approvals from the
Chicago Plan Commission, the
Committee on Zoning, and the
full City Council for future plans.
All three will be required if the
project should move forward af-
ter the community process.

Residents complain
Postal service getting worse

Several neighborhoods on
the North Side - and throughout
Chicagoland - have ratcheted up
complaints over the lack of regu-
lar mail service, and long lines at
local Post Offices.

People were willing to give
mail carriers a break during the
recent Polar Vortex, but many
residents have complained that
the problems have been going on
for over a year. Indeed some peo-
ple in Rogers Park and Edgewa-
ter have said they only get regular
mail deliveries two or three days
of any given week. In one South
Side community, residents now
claim to get mail just one day a
week.

“It is now my expectation that
when I go into my local post of-
fice on Devon Ave. most any day
of the week there is going to be
only one clerk on duty and a line
10 or 20 people deep,” said Car-
ol Gagnon, a senior citizen who
lives in Edgewater. “I feel sorry
for those lone clerks, many times
people are so frustrated that they
take out their frustrations on the
one person who is actually work-
ing very hard to keep up.”

In Rogers Park, Ald. Joe
Moore’s [49th] office has been
collecting and cataloging com-
plains. “We asked last week about
your postal delivery problems,
and boy, did you answer! We got
more than 300 responses to our
survey, detailing your issues,”
said the alderman in an email to
ward residents sent out Feb. 15.
“Since then, [my staff] has been
working closely with staffers
from U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky’s
office to address these issues with
postal managers.”

The Post Office - critically
understaffed for a while, claims
that additional carriers have been
transferred to the Rogers Park and
Edgewater areas, and that new
hires are being trained and as-
signed to routes currently without
consistent carriers.

They also claim that their top
managers will be overseeing the
area to make sure these issues are
resolved.

Still city officials are encourag-
ing those experiencing problems
to call Rep. Jan Schakowsky’s
office at 773-506-7100 or Rep.
Mike Quigley’s office at 773-

267-5926.

But complaints about bad
Postal service are not new, this
newspaper has been reporting on
poor service for nearly 20 years in
most every neighborhood. To be
fair, delivery in urban communi-
ties can be more problematic as
people move more frequently,
don’t always have their names
listed on building mailboxes,
don’t speak English and don’t
clear sidewalks of snow. The
USPS is also suffering from ha-
bitual deficits which means it’s
hard to add more staff. The USPS
finished fiscal year 2018 nearly
$4 billion in the red—a whop-
ping 44% increase in losses from
the previous year, despite the fact
that the Post Office saw revenue
increase by more than $1 billion
at the same time.

What’s really stunning is that
the USPS managed to lose so
much money in a year when in-
come from shipping packages
jumped by 10% and overall rev-
enue increased by 1.5%. That
wasn’t enough to make up for an
increase of $896 million in per-
sonnel costs.



2 « FEBRUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 26, 2019

Nourishing us with vittles, cozy company, kind words, honest costs

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

Many of us are nostalgic for
great Chicago restaurants that
have gone away. Time can be a
strange telescope through which
to view them.

Have any of your favorites
closed over the years? Is there an
eatery you’re missing?

If you're missing them, they
must have been good. Food is a
powerful trigger of memories,
especially in Chicago
where comforting
restaurants are often
the next best thing to

home.

My  memories
of favorite places,
now shuttered,

live in layers of
time. A conver-
gence of places,

foods and lo-|
cations. Some i,
just happy vagaries.

But then some others, trusted
hangouts, remain more detailed
and alive. Maybe it was their fried
chicken, Chop Suey or strawberry
shortcake that today gives them
more life.

I grew up in a “go out for din-
ner family.”Always hungry and
always ready with a reservation.
Standard Sunday operating pro-
cedure. Usually me, my mom and
dad, my sister and one of the Irish
grandmothers. (They loved their
Brandy Alexanders).

On most school holidays,
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nothing was better than meet-
ing up with my father for lunch.
Nothing better, from 6th grade
through high school, than talking
things out with pop over a shrimp
cocktail or corned beef on rye.
He knew every joint of culinary
value. Especially small neighbor-
hood taverns with colorful own-
ers. Gave me a chance to brush up
on my barroom etiquette. Usually
an infusion of cash at the table
covered a post-lunch movie.

Remarkably some of our fam-
ily’s favorites spots are still in
business. Like Jack Gibbon’s for
the world’s best fried chicken and
hash browns. Berghoff’s for roast
duck and lingonberry sauce or
wiener schnitzel. But many, alas
are shuttered, victims of the econ-
omy, changes in taste or urban
transition. Here are 10 favorites I
miss the most:

-

Binyon’s: Plymouth Court near
Jackson, had world class Turtle
Soup. We always ordered a gallon
for Christmas Eve breakfast after
Midnight Mass. Hal Binyon was a
gent and always made sure we had
it. The restaurant was cozy, espe-
cially the second floor. You could
lounge all day there over martinis
and the world class liver, veal kid-
neys on toast or a steak sandwich.
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The Sirloin Room was located along

side the International Amphitheater at

Halsted and 42nd Sts., adjacent to the gates of the Chicago Stockyards.
Your dinner could be found in pens not far away.

Old world urban elegance made it
everyone’s quiet favorite.

The Sirloin Room, Stockyard
Inn: The ultimate Chicago steak-
house in the age before Gibson’s.
Along side the International Am-
phitheater at Halsted and 42nd
Sts. The very gates of the Stock-
yards. Cattle were in pens not far
away. Very manly. Beefy steaks
ruled the roost. So too the unmis-
takable aroma in the air.

Jacques: 900 N. Michigan
Ave. The ultimate luncheon ven-
ue for elegant, hungry Boul Mich
folk. We loved going there, espe-
cially in high school. “I’ll have
an Old Fashioned, please.” You
could get a cocktail, no questions
asked. Large retractable roof in
the middle let in the sun. The din-
ing room was a lush garden. De-
licious food in the French style.
We always had a Christmas week
lunch there. Located in an artsy
low-rise brick building before the
avenue was ransacked by real-
tors.

Schwaben Stube: Part of the
long line of authentic German
restaurants along N. Lincoln Ave.
with plenty of flaky schnitzel and
big steins of beer. As kids we were
always looking for Nazis.

McGowan’s: 87th and Ash-
land. A semi-fancy neighbor-
hood eatery good for prime rib,

steaks, fried chicken. Irish food,
you might say. Well appointed.
Friendly. As kids we loved it.
Gobbled their salads and desserts.
Hot fudge sundae.

Club Corsica: A true “mob
joint,” at least if you listened to
my mother. She had a formula
about how many Cadillacs and
Lincolns constituted a mob joint.
High-end, no nonsense Italian
food. Mom said if they served a
bad meal people could be killed.
You had to be buzzed in at the
front door. Always crowded. On
South Western Ave. near 85th
Street.

Hoffman’s: A glorified tavern
at 56th and Halsted. We often
walked there on Friday nights
(meatless for Catholics) as they
had scrumptious halibut, fried
shrimp and good salads. Jolly and
delish. Relish tray too.

Myron & Phil’s: Brisket and
latkes like no other. The chopped
liver was so good we always asked
for seconds. When Phil was still
alive he would come over and sit
and schmooze at our table. That
was real Chicago.

The Golden Ox: German food
high-end. Veal chops and kid-
neys were the best. Clybourn near
North Ave. Usually before the
symphony. Where we’d snore.

Gordon’s: Began the rise of

ShawChicago

Presents

by George Bernard Shaw

February 2-25, 2019
/ The Ruth Page Center for the Arts

$25 Regular, $20 Seniors and Students.

Directed by Mary Michell

1016 N. Dearborn Street

To purchase tickets, call 312-587-7390 or

visit our website at www.shawchicago.org

great food and urban restaurant
pioneering in Chicago. Innova-
tive food in a rough part of town
then (Grand and Clark). Magic
formula. Gordon Sinclair changed
everything. He remains true culi-
nary history.

I want to quickly add five more,
favorites, and identify their per-
fect signature dish.

Como Inn: Chicken Tetrazzi-

ni.

Cape Cod Room: Oysters and
Bookbinder Soup.

Toffinetti’s: Giant baked po-
tato and trimmings.

Neilson’s: Elegant Smorgas-
bord.

The Bakery: Chef Louis Sza-
thmary, himself, his memorable
Beef Wellington and policy of
BYOB. Revolutionary. Fun fact:
Chef Louis once wrote a weekly
column for this newspaper.

What was their secret? Most
importantly, a “hands on” res-
tauranteur. Nothing can beat that.
Plus that one perfect dish. The
reputation builder. The main at-
traction. And a cast of regulars.
In other words - the grace of ex-
pansive hospitality, of welcoming
folk and treating them well. We
need more of this.

Maybe there is a lesson to be
learned here for our upcoming
Mayoral election. Maybe looking
at reliant decency as a virtue can
enhance our public perception of
service and honesty while long-
ing for historic restaurants of the
past. Many of these transformed
our lives. Nourishing us by their
vittles and cozy company. Kind
words. Friendly demeanor. Hon-

NOURISHING see p. 8
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North Side resident Ken Nordine,
American voice-over, poet, recording artist dies at 98

You can try like a fool
To be what you’re not
The island you get

Is the island you got — Island
BY CHARLES MCAVOY

The great baritone voice has been si-
lenced.

Ken Nordine died Saturday, Feb. 16.

Born April 13, 1920 to Theresia and
Nore S. Nordine in Cherokee, Iowa, the
family later moved to Chicago where Nor-

Fuller Paint Co., he did 10 commercials,
each playfully extolling one of the colors
in the spectrum. “The Fuller Paint Com-
pany invites you to stare with your ears at
yellow.”

Much to everyone’s surprise, people
called in and asked to hear the commer-
cials again, but they couldn’t because they
were commercials.

Fuller Paint won an International Broad-
cast Award for that campaign and Nordine
was inspired to record the album “Colors.”

In the 1970s Nordine was the voice of

dine attended Lane Tech
High School and the Univ.
of Chicago. Growing up he
lived near Wrigley Field,
and in 1954 he married his
wife, Beryl Vaughan, and
they raised three sons.

It was in the 1940s that
Nordine started working in
radio, doing commercial
voice overs and movie trail-
ers.

Nordine then started per-
forming his spoken-word
poetry in a nightclub on Wil-
son Ave. in 1956. He is one

Ken Nordine.
Photo by © Linda Matlow/
PIXINTL

Levi’s blue jeans, voice
coach for Linda Blair in The
Exorcist, the voice of Mr.
God opposite Chicago na-
tive Laurie Anderson’s Mrs.
God. He called a barking
dog a “dog poet” and was
voice of the Chicago Black-
hawks “Cold Steel on Ice”
commercials.

His career included 15 al-
bums, a DVD, multitudes of
compilations, and guest ap-
pearances.

“The first time I saw Ken
Nordine perform was March,

of the few who actually cre-

ated the new genre, Word Jazz, and started
recording albums with his Word Jazz in
1957 during the height of the Beat era.
Nordine was also well known for his radio
show “Word Jazz” on WBEZ, 91.5 FM.

In the mid-60s Nordine was asked to
produce a series of radio spots for the

1993, during the second set
of the Grateful Dead at Rosemont Hori-
zon. The band was playing “Space” - a free
form, jazzy, jammy musical interlude and
a man walked on stage and started doing
Word Jazz,” said Uptown resident Sheila
Swann, who later worked for him.

“He performed Flibberty Jib and

Island. Between those two poems Nor-
dine’s deep, resonant, smooth voice asked,
“How are things in your town?”” The crowd
just roared with delight,” said Swann.

“It’s great being here with you, Jerry
[Garcia] and the greatest band in the entire
universe,” Nordine said.

Years later Nordine would become one
of Swann’s design clients. “I worked with
him on “The Eye Is Never Filled” DVD
cover and insert project,” she said.

“The first time he called me, hearing that
voice on the other end of the phone, I al-
most fell off of my chair. He was lovely,
I was working with a national treasure.
How could I have been so lucky as to work
with him? He would call, and in his deep,

soothing voice say “This is your wake up
call.””

Nordine, an Edgewater resident since
the 1950s, for a short while performed his
word jazz at the Offbeat Room, 1037 W.
Granville.

“Mother and Son,” an exhibit by Nor-
dine at the Swedish American Museum
in 2007 featured sculptures by his mother
along with his own book “Colors,” which
described in poem each color.

Nordine was honored by the Swedish
American Museum at their annual gala in
2013.

The Grammy nominated artist also re-
corded over 40 short trailers for the Chi-
cago International Film Festival.
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Good News?

There may be some good news com-
ing, at least for residents of the Near North
Side, River North, the Mag Mile, and the
southern end of Lincoln Park.

Ald. Michele Smith [43rd] recently ran
into Cook County State’s Attorney Kim
Foxx at an event and the alderman took the
opportunity to talk about repeat offenders,
especially juveniles, according to a staff
member in Smith’s office.

The result of that conversation is “a
breakthrough in our police district’s re-
lationship with the State’s Attorney that
should lower crime in our Ward,” Ald.
Smith told constituents in a recent email.

Under a new arrangement, the 18th Dis-

trict commander will have direct access to
the first deputy state’s attorney responsible
for the downtown area, Smith’s staffer
said.

The commander will be able to discuss
offender histories in greater detail, explain
arrestees’ history in the community and
share information about previous offenses,
according to Smith.

The commander-prosecutor arrangement
is “common on the South and West Sides,”
Smith’s staffer said. But the 18th District
is the first North Side police district to roll
out the arrangement, he said.

“Our issues with repeat offenders have
stymied efforts to improve public safety,”
Ald. Smith said. “With a more responsive
State’s Attorney, we are hopeful progress
will be made.”
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