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There is an upcoming virtual 
community meeting over a pro-
posed new downtown hotel 6:30 
p.m. Thursday.

The Streeterville Organization 
of Active Residents [SOAR] will 
be reviewing a proposed new ho-
tel at 150 E. Ontario St.  

The 29-story project is for a 
345’-tall building containing 388 

Meeting Thursday  
over proposed Streeterville hotel

hotel rooms. The building would 
be designed by Lucien LaGrange 
Studio and will be known as the 
RIU Plaza Hotel.  

The developer will present its 
plans at the April 8 meeting and 
answer questions on the project. 
The Zoom meeting ID is 955 7896 
9990, and passcode is 663612.

By STEvEn DAHLmAn
Loop North News

Changing the zoning classifica-
tion of the block on which James 
R. Thompson Center is located 
will make the site easier to sell, 
according to Ald. Brendan Reilly 
[42nd].

Reilly has introduced an ordi-
nance to rezone the Thompson 
Center site from PD-270 to DC-
16. That would ease restrictions 
on any new building constructed 
on the site. For example, the set-
back, or distance from the build-
ing to the street, could be any 
length. Any development propos-
al would still have to be approved 
by the Chicago City Council.

“It’s one of the premier blocks 
in the entire city of Chicago and 
the potential for a two-million-
square-foot tower on this site 
would have a dramatic impact on 
Chicago’s skyline,” wrote Reilly 
to constituents march 26. “It 
could potentially add a lot more 

Thompson Center zoning change 
would make site easier to sell,  

says alderman

energy and activity to the Loop, 
at a site that has been underuti-
lized for government functions.”

Reilly says when former 42nd 
Ward Ald. Burton natarus clas-
sified the site’s zoning in 1981, 
while the Thompson Center was 
being built, it significantly lim-
ited what changes developers 
could make to the property. He 

Hope is patience with the lamp lit. 

—  Tertullian

An 18-year-old man is in criti-
cal condition after someone shot 
him from another vehicle as he 
drove on Lower Wacker Dr. Eas-
ter morning. He was the third 
person to be shot in the Loop last 
weekend and the second to be 
shot on Lower Wacker, according 
to police.

The victim was driving an 
SUv northbound on Lower 
Wacker when the gunman leaned 
out of another SUv’s window and 
opened fire just north of madison 
around 7:05 a.m. April 4, accord-
ing to officers at the scene.

One round struck the victim in 
the back of his neck. Witnesses 
said his car began hitting the wall 
along Wacker until it came to a 
stop near Randolph.

The man was taken to north-
western memorial Hospital. His 
17-year-old girlfriend, who was 

Man shot, critically wounded  
while driving in the Loop  

on Easter morning
riding in his SUv, was not in-
jured.

CPD surveillance video report-
edly shows four SUvs traveling 
together on Lower Wacker before 
the shooting. One of the SUvs 
then pulled up alongside the vic-
tim’s car and a man with a hoodie 
pulled over his head leaned out 
and opened fire.

Earlier on Easter morning, a 
26-year-old man accidentally shot 
himself while trying to rob a pas-
senger on the Orange-Green Line 
CTA platform at Roosevelt.

He then made his way to the 
Adams-Wabash station, where 
he claimed to have been shot in a 
random act of violence. But CTA 
surveillance cameras recorded 
the entire botched robbery, and 
the man’s story quickly fell apart 

says even the Thompson Center is 
non-compliant with its zoning.

A new skyscraper on the 
Thompson Center site, says Reil-
ly, could generate $20-25 million 
in property tax revenue each year. 
Because it is owned by the State 
of Illinois, the Thompson Center 
currently generates no property 
tax revenue.

The Chicago Loop Alliance 
[CLA] recently unveiled a pro-
posal to shut down the stretch of 
State St. between Lake and madi-
son streets to vehicle traffic each 
Sunday for up to 12 weeks. The 
idea would be to allow for a large, 
open pedestrian space to shop, 
eat, and engage with live music 
and other events. 

They hope that this plan will 
bring people back into the cen-
tral business district in a way 
that provides a safe environment 
to gather and experience cultural 
programming. 

According to Kalindi Parikh, 
director of planning with the 
CLA, the organization envisions 
closures happening between 7 
a.m. to 11 p.m., with program-
ming and activities taking place 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

If the initiative moves forward, 
it will be the first time since the 
Active Transportation Alliance 
and the CLA co-hosted the Open 
Streets on State St. program a de-
cade ago. But so far, Parikh says 
that the proposal has received a 
warm reception from downtown 
business owners and city leaders.

CLA proposes to close State St.  
to vehicle traffic on Sundays

Over the years, the CLA has 
coordinated a number of outdoor 
activities and programs, most 
recently its ACTIvATE pop-up 
series of music and events in al-
leys and underutilized downtown 
spaces. moving programming to 
alleys made sense when the Loop 
was crowded, Parikh says, but 
now is the time to try something 
different.

“I think people miss being 
downtown and I think we’re start-
ing to see folks slowly return, 
but to me, this is an opportunity 
to get people really excited but 
also comfortable with returning 
downtown in a way that’s safe and 
socially distanced and prepared 
for them so people can remember 
what they loved so much about 
the Loop.”

The big challenge this time 
will be figuring out how to host 
live events and programming 
without attracting a large crowd. 
Unlike previous downtown festi-
vals, which can oftentimes attract 
hundreds of thousands of people 
to the Loop, Parikh told REJour-
nal that the organization hopes to 
draw interest back downtown, but 

in a way that’s responsible.
Safety protocols being dis-

cussed include mandatory mask 
wearing, the installation of hand-
washing stations and hand sani-
tizer dispensers, as well as close 
attention to social distancing.

However, another key theme 
would also be using the State 
Street space to showcase perform-
ers and artists from neighbor-
hoods around the city. The idea is 
to bring people back downtown, 
but for downtown to also serve as 
a platform for community groups 
throughout Chicago to remind 
folks that, as Parikh says, “the 
Loop really belongs to everyone 
in Chicago.”

REJournal contributed to this 
story

“I think people miss being 
downtown and I think we’re 

starting to see folks slowly 
return, but to me, this is an 

opportunity to get people  
really excited but also 

comfortable with returning 
downtown in a way that’s 

safe,” said Kalindi Parikh.

shot see p. 12

A new skyscraper on the site of the Thompson Center, might generate 
$20-25 million in property tax revenue each year. But with the current high 
vacancy rate today in the Loop, demand for more downtown commercial 
office space may not exist.

The proposed RIU Plaza Hotel, 150 E. Ontario St.
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By Thomas J. O’Gorman

loyola play their hearts out in 
the nCaa tournament. Sadly, 
they got out of the running. 

Chicago had been swimming 
in the Jesuit school colors of ma-
roon and gold. 

Whatever continent or country 
you’re in, the maroon and gold 
serves you well on a tie, sweat-
er, scarf or rowing blazer. From 
schools like Clongowes Wood, 
outside of dublin, where writer 
James Joyce is counted among 
the esteemed alum, to Stoney-
hurst, in england, where the dec-
laration of Independence signer 
Charles Carroll of Carrollton and 
Sherlock holmes’ creator Sir ar-
thur Conan doyle, each attended. 
and from Georgetown u., in dC, 
home once to Maria Schriver and 
Justice antonin Scalia, to Ford-
ham u., in the bronx, where den-
zel Washington and football’s 
vince lombardi studied.  

the scholastic tradition of St. 
Ignatius of loyola is alive. It 
shapes the first tier of education 
for Catholic politicians, Prime 
Ministers, Maharajas, some of the 
Kennedys, 14 currently elected 
u.S senators and Chicago-raised 
comedian John Mulaney, for weal 
or woe. 

Jesuit education also gave us a 
taste for heart-pumping basket-
ball. Seeing the downtown lake-
front high-rises spell out a five-
story tall “Go loyola” was a pure 
Chi-town salute to the team. 

even Pope Francis, S.J., is a 
fan. 

It lifted us just a bit from the 
syndrome of pandemic. as a loy-
ola alum, myself, loyola success 
came as a double jab, as I also got 
CovId shot #2 last week. 

In the aftermath of loyola’s 
loss, I announced that dinner 
would be a picnic served with the 
good silver in the dining room. I 
ordered fried chicken from erie 
Cafe. French fries and one of their 
special salads. oh, yeah. and Key 
lime pie. I have a great urn with 
big silver handles that looks not 
unlike a notable hockey trophy. I 
line it with linen napkins and then 
put the chicken in the urn. Fries 
can fit in too. all we need are 
tongs. and big cans of Japanese 
Sapporo beer.

I’m not having any kind of re-
action to the Moderna vaccine. 
but I feel very low key and slug-
gish. don’t feel like cooking. had 
breakfast from Milk and honey 
on division St. two large cups 
of coffee, too, my first coffee in 
2021. I think the last java before 
that was in the Summer of 2020. 

My current state of mind isn’t 
due to the vaccine, but the dirty 
trick that uber pulled when I was 
trying to get to the Walmart Phar-
macy on broadway. I ordered the 
ride with plenty of time to spare. 

but, uber has announced their 
new policy of having the custom-
er take a selfie of themselves in 
their face mask. 

I did it 12 times and it never 
worked. Which prevented order-
ing the car. 

like loyola’s basket team, I 
was watching the clock run out. 

So I called yellow taxi Cab. 
they arrived in five minutes and 
the elderly driver was like an old 
shoe. I explained my situation and 
we discussed uber’s shortage of 
drivers, as well as them seriously 
overcharging customers. 

last month, an uber ride from 
my house to 2800 n. broadway 
should have cost $12 or $13. In-
stead I was told my ride was read-
justed for a customer surge. It was 
$46.20. highway robbery. 

but the ride was to get my first 
CovId shot. 

this week yellow taxi in both 
directions was only $20 each way. 
So I was fuming. uber really held 
me hostage. back in my City hall 
days the retribution would have 
been instantaneous. but that was 
another regime. 

like the fried chicken, and Fri-
day night’s pastrami sandwich 
from Manny’s deli, it’s all a mo-
ment’s reprieve from the regu-
lar everyday tragedy unfolding 
around us. I believe the issue of 
Chicago’s statuary monuments is 
the one that everyday Chicagoans 
should tie their carts to. 

truth telling should be our 
most critical issue. 

no one should settle for the lat-
est false truth about american he-
roes from our historical past. It’s 
too easy for the grossly underread 
to jump on the strident bandwag-
on of racial, gender, sexual and 

intellectual dishonesty. 
“Who is without sin?” the Mes-

siah asks.
the woke-speak folk espouse a 

blatantly false narrative of nation-
al identity. What makes a person 
whole is manipulated, and educa-
tional efficacy is too. the public 
are tricked and deceived.

these are not leaders in the 
field of history or cultural aware-
ness. they are keen and manipu-
lative political operators who 
know how to over-leverage half 
truths into false narratives.

no american should surren-
der to this false philosophical 
movement that ridicules history. 
no patriot should give up on the 
dream of the american story. 

our nation’s natural sense of 
humanism and historic Judeo-
Christian system of values should 
sustain our efforts to nourish our 
american culture. our nation is 
not beyond the need for redemp-
tion. We understand the complex-
ity of 21st century global living. 

but we recognize the low mor-
al consciousness that seeks to 
destroy what angers the critics’ 
need for self-identifying person-
hood. and the false obsession 
with privilege has created the an-
ti-white, anti-male, anti-authority 
mess that surrounds us. 

our culture has allowed the 
self-obsessed woke Millennials 
to attempt seizure of our most 
significant sym-
bols and heroes. 

history is a long 
human process 
that has always 
needed time to 
bring about a syn-
thesis of wisdom 
and reason. but 
make no mistake, 
solutions do not 
easily flow from 
the current mean 
spirited nay-say-
ing of questionable academics. 

this hateful vengeance of half-
baked scholars is out only to re-
taliate. Its real goal is to settle 
scores and get even with the bad 
boys of childish hurts and cruel 
taunts. to denigrate the value of 
others. 

there will never be enough 
justice here, in the perceived self-
obsessed injustice of never being 
kissed. a woke cultural tyranny 
we must stand now to confront.

THE BOSS: Ald. Brendan 
Reilly, [42nd] has really stepped 
up to the plate on the issue of 
historic statue monuments in the 
woke-culture. that means the 
hordes who without much aca-
demic understanding are only too 
willing to disparage the nation’s 
cultural heroes. you know, pa-
triots like George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln and everyone 
in between who are white and 
male. reilly has skewed the polit-
ical hay that Mayor Lightfingers 
is trying to reap with the man-

her. Garanzini assigned her the 
coveted post in her 90s. Morale’s 
never been higher. She’s so good 
at it. and the Jesuit can also take 
credit for personally hiring loy-
ola’s head coach Porter Moser, 
who he knew was a winner de-
spite his “small town” basketball 
persona. he has the innards of a 
champ,or so Garanzini told Pope 
Francis in a recent vatican chat. 
too bad Moser is now headed to 
the oklahoma Sooners.

CHICAGO HISTORY  
MUSEUM: Donald Lassere, 
Chicago native and graduate of 
Percy Julian high School, has 
been named the new president 
of the Chicago history Museum. 

his previous post 
at the Muhammad 
ali Center in lou-
isville provides him 
with inventive as 
well as classical ap-
proaches to making 
a historical study 
and research center 
fit the needs and ne-
cessities of a large 
thriving metropolis 
that cherishes histo-

ry. he is a most welcome addition 
to the Chicago scene. “Chicago 
holds such importance in my life, 
and I am thrilled to return to my 
hometown to work with the dy-
namic team at [the Museum] and 
lead with the mission to share 
Chicago stories at top of mind,” 
he said. 

BIG CABARET NEWS: 
thrilled to hear the news that 
Barb Bailey will be the Friday 
night Maitre d’ at le Piano in 
rogers Park. barb will be tak-
ing reservations, seating people 

Dream see p. 10

Patriots should not give up on dream of our American story
haters. She thought she was riding 
high into the future with her anti-
intellectual bitterness and abuse 
by throwing larger than life dead 
patriot americans under the bus. 
She seems to have underestimat-
ed the sensitivities of americans 
unwilling to let the mob destroy 
our cultural patrimony. 

reilly is insisting that no one 
who is an appointed employee of 
the city has the authority to order 
a statue to be removed. especial-
ly Mark Kelly, Commissioner of 
the dept. of Cultural affairs and 
Special events who currently has 
the power to decide whether mon-
uments should be taken down.“I 
support the current Commission-
er and his depart-
ment’s good work, 
but do not think any 
appointed official 
should have such 
broad authority on 
a matter that could 
have a profound im-
pact on communities 
across Chicago,” he 
said. 

Kelly heads the 
mayor’s consulting 
committee. the alderman is in-
sisting that only the Chicago City 
Council has the legal authority to 
order something so important to 
be removed. he has followed up 
with appropriate municipal legis-
lation. So we should all be grate-

ful that ald. reil-
ly takes things so 
seriously. 

now, the time 
has come for the 
rest of us to make 
our own voices 
heard. 

Gold Coasters 
need to organize. 
lincoln Park folk 
need to organize. 
lakefront resi-
dents need to cen-

ter the drama and debate about 
statues where it belongs. In our 
own hands. Chicagoans need to 
fight back and demonstrate their 
love and sense of ownership of 
Chicago’s cultural heritage. Just 
say “no” to woke intolerance, and 
shape the discussion based on val-
ues. We cannot permit the false 
cultural analysis of art and public 
monuments to be controlled by 
these woke cultural kamikazes. 
We must demonstrate that this 
present cultural expression must 
be opposed for the shallow sub-
stance it is. this is not the time to 
sit on the sidelines. It’s a critical 
moment for defending our neigh-
borhood values and Chicago ped-
igree. Chicago deserves better.                                           

RAMBLER TALK: For loy-
ola univ. basketball, it often looks 
like the angels are on the team’s 
side. they are. the whole world 
knows that Sister Jean Dolores 
Schmidt, BVM, the 101-year-
old team chaplain, is close to the 
almighty. but she’s only there 
because of the genius of Father 
Michael Garanzini, SJ, the uni-
versity’s 23rd president until he 
recently moved on to coordinate 
all Jesuit universities throughout 
the world. the wise priest knew 
that the team would adore the 
free-shot loving nun and learn a 
deeper sense of the Spirit from 
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by ron roenIGK and  
Peter hanCoCK

Illinois political players are handing out 
the cigars and getting ready to head into 
small backrooms to re-draw district maps, 
and this time, they may have to pit two or 
more established democrats against each 
other.

every 10 years, states redraw their leg-
islative and congressional district maps to 
align with the most recent decennial cen-
sus. that process is being complicated this 
year, as the census data needed to complete 
those tasks has been delayed due to the 
CovId-19 pandemic and other factors.

but don’t let the smoke fool you, due to 
the loss of population in the last decade, 
Illinois map-makers have a big problem 
on their hands in losing one, maybe two 
u.S. house seats. and as republicans have 
no real power in Illinois, it’s going to be 
hard to keep some democrats from getting 
squeezed and pushed out.

the Census bureau has said that the 
data needed for congressional redistricting 
will be available by april 30. but the more 
detailed, block-level data that most states 
need for legislative redistricting won’t be 
available until the end of September.

but the Census bureau has also said 
it will have the more detailed data avail-
able in another, less user-friendly format 
– what’s known as the legacy Format 
Summary redistricting File – by mid- to 
late-august.

democrats, who control both chambers 
of the General assembly, have suggested 
they can meet the constitutional deadlines 
by using population estimates from the 
Census bureau’s american Community 
Survey. but republicans are objecting to 
that idea, saying that data is flawed be-
cause it is based on only a sample of all 
households.

but the big question now is which estab-
lished politicians will get squeezed?

and for Chicago’s north Side, another 
question is will u.S. representatives Mike 
Quigley [5th] and Jan Schakowsky [9th] be 
forced to run against each other? 

the two veteran politicians split parts 
of the north Side in wildly drawn districts 
that reach well into the north Shore, and 
into the northwest and Western Suburbs. 

Quigley’s 5th district runs from the 
Gold Coast, lincoln Park, lake view, and 
lincoln Square northwest to o’hare, then 
south to hinsdale. the district looks like 
the letter “C” has tipped over.

Meanwhile Schakowsky’s 9th district 
starts at diversey harbor on the south and 
runs north to Glencoe, heading west to 
northbrook and arlington heights then 
south to Park ridge. the district looks like 
a flagpole with a giant hole in the middle 
of the flag, where Quigley’s “C” pops out.

the truth is, both are party loyalists who 
follow a strict party line, and have very 
similar voting records. does Chicago’s 
north Side really need two of the same 
thing? the two even live but a few miles 
apart along the lakefront.

Perhaps that’s exactly what party insid-
ers are also thinking, knowing that losing 
one of the two will cost them no real votes. 
having them face off against each other, 
and losing one of those two house seats, 
makes a lot of sense. 

right now in Springfield, Senate bill 
1325 calls for the chief justice of the Illi-
nois Supreme Court [anne burke] and the 
most senior member of the court who is 
from a different political party to appoint 
a 16-member Independent redistricting 
Commission. It would be composed of 
seven democrats, seven republicans and 
two Independents, and no one who has 

been elected to a state, federal or local 
government office within the preceding 
four years would be eligible to serve on the 
commission.

the bill also anticipates that the com-
mission will not complete its work by the 
constitutional June 30 deadline and that 
an eight-member legislative redistricting 
Commission would also be appointed.

the independent commission would then 
wait to receive the legacy Format Sum-
mary redistricting File from the Census 
bureau and, within 30 days after that, sub-
mit a plan for new state legislative maps to 
the legislative redistricting Commission 
while submitting its plan for congressional 
redistricting to the General assembly.

and with Mike Madigan no longer the 
boss of the Statehouse, nobody is really 
sure how it all may turn out. the idea of 
turning the redistricting process over to an 
independent commission, often referred 

to as the “Fair Maps” proposal, has en-
joyed broad, bipartisan support in the past. 
a 2020 survey by the Paul Simon Public 
Policy Institute at Southern Illinois univ. 
found that 64% of those responding fa-
vored redistricting reform, including 40% 
who “strongly” favored it.

In 2014 and 2016, there were citizen-led 
petition drives to put such an amendment 
on the ballot, but both initiatives were 
struck down by Illinois courts on technical 
grounds, and perhaps with Madigan whis-
pering in judge’s ears.

this year, however, democrats have 
indicated that they intend to use the tradi-
tional legislative process to redraw maps, 
and both the house and Senate redistrict-
ing Committees have outlined their sched-
ules for holding public hearings around the 
state, including a series of 23 in-person 
hearings it will conduct around the state 
that began april 1, in Chicago.

Will Quigley and Schakowsky face off next election?
State mapmaking takes on new meaning with no Mike Madigan in the room

by MIKe SullIvan   
   
Illinois is projected to have a population 

of approximately 12.63 million after the 
last Census. If Illinois retains 17 congres-
sional seats, each district will include over 
742,000 residents. If the state retains only 
16 seats, each district will include over 
789,000 residents.

districts can be enlarged or contracted 
by moving the boundaries. 

the above map’s proposal for the north-
east portion of Illinois attempts to keep 
districts compact and contiguous. We call 
it the “no Mike Madigan Common Sense 
Map.” this map shows seven districts for 
Cook County, and six run from the city into 
the suburbs. With only a few exceptions, 
wards are not split into multiple districts as 
is presently the case. Suburban townships 
are respected as well. but for portions of 
old town, the loop and near north Side, 
the north Side would be encompassed  
almost entirely in the new 6th district.

Citywide the map repeats current prefer-
ences and allows for a second latino dis-
trict. the latino community is the fastest 
growing population segment in Chicago, 
and it can be argued that they’re the one 
segment of the local population that has 
been most disenfranchised under the cur-
rent district map.

Four districts would be located in the 
collar counties and no districts bleed into 
more than two counties. 

While this map will not create change in 
party makeup, it will create stronger com-

A portion of the proposed map of Chicago’s Congressional Districts that attempts to keep  
districts compact and contiguous.              Map image courtesy Mike Sullivan and Associates

What new map may mean for North Side

by PatrICK butler

While Illinois may lose a congres-
sional seat or two this time around, 
5th district veteran democrat Mike 
Quigley says he isn’t worried about 
his spot.

In fact, the quiet north Side politi-
cal veteran is known as much for his 
hockey as his hopes to gain even more 
territory after the new boundaries are 
drawn, Quigley told a lincoln Park 
Chamber of Commerce roundtable 
last week.

but he doesn’t expect to have too 
much time to sa-
vor the glory or 
extra space, espe-
cially if he does 
end up in a runoff 
with another es-
tablished candi-
date.

he’s already 
hitting the side-
walks, talking to 
local residents 

and neighborhood businesses find-
ing out the needs of everyone he can 
reach.

“there’s a lot to do,” said Quigley, 
noting concerns ranging from find-
ing funding for everyone from small 
businesses and schools and even local 
zoos. and these days, nobody knows 
how to give away free money faster 
than Washington d.C.

Quigley said he raised concerns 
about the welfare of his four-legged 
constituents and began planning after 
learning there might be cuts for some 
museums and zoos.

despite the recent $1.9 trillion in 
new spending, he says the budget was 
“a little disappointing.” he said there 
should still be enough to lift large 
numbers of children out of poverty. 
but he added there’s still money, and 

Quigley starts 
campaigning  

to save his job
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munities whose voices will not be diluted 
through gerrymandering.

It would also pit the two north Side u.S. 
representatives - Mike Quigley [5th] and 
Jan Schakowsky [9th] - against each other 
to represent the mostly all-white wealthy 
new 6th district. the two north Side con-
gressmen are party regulars who seldom 

map see p. 9

quigley see p. 9

Rep. Mike Quigley
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John Chang, senior vice presi-
dent and director of research 
services at Marcus & Millichap, 
noted that home sales have surged 
nationwide in recent months, with 
sales activity in February coming 
in 9.1% higher than 2020.

Meanwhile, home prices sky-
rocketed 16.2% year-over-year 
nationwide to a median price of 
$334,500, a record high. Chang 
said sales activity would likely be 
even greater, but the number of 
homes for sale on the market has 
dropped to a record low.

typically, new-home construc-
tion ramps up to meet demand, 
Chang said, but new-home starts 
tapered last month to about one 
million units—a figure that rep-

h o m e -
loan in-
t e r e s t 
rates have 
inched up 
about a 
half of one 
percentage 
point since 
the begin-
ning of 

2021, and analysts say that rise is 
beginning to squeeze young buy-
ers out of the market. 

on april 1, benchmark 30-year 
fixed mortgage rates averaged 
3.18% nationwide, up from 3.17% 
percent a week earlier, reported 
Freddie Mac’s Primary Mortgage 
Market Survey.

What is more important, rates 
have risen 0.53%—more than a 
half of one percentage point—
since setting a modern-day re-
cord low of 2.65% on Jan. 7. the 
rock-bottom 2.65% benchmark is 
the lowest rate in the Freddie Mac 
survey’s history which dates back 
to 1971. a year ago, lenders were 
charging an average of 3.33% for 
30-year fixed loans.

“although mortgage rates re-
main low, we are beginning to 
see a pullback by those looking 
to enter the housing market,” said 
Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s chief 

economist.
“home-buyer demand has gone 

from 25% above pre-CovId lev-
els at the start of the year, when 
mortgage rates hit record lows, to 
8% above pre-CovId levels to-
day,” Khater said.  he noted that 
purchase demand is diminished 
today as compared with late May 
and early June of 2020, when 
mortgage rates were the same 
level.

“this is confirmation that while 
purchase demand remains strong, 
the marginal buyer is feeling the 
affordability squeeze resulting 
from the increases in mortgage 
rates and home prices we’ve expe-
rienced in recent months,” Khater 
said.

the Freddie Mac survey is fo-
cused on conventional, conform-
ing, fully amortizing home pur-
chase loans for borrowers who 
put 20% down and have excellent 
credit.

In 2020, mortgage interest rates 
set new record lows an amazing 
16 times, and thousands of first-
time home buyers moved across 
the threshold into new and exist-
ing housing. however, the party 
may be over for a while.

analysts said long-term mort-
gage rates are creeping higher 
because of rising interest rates 

Rates are rising and young buyers feeling the squeeze

on 10-year treasury notes, which 
have recently skyrocketed to 
1.74% from a shockingly low 
0.54% during the depths of the 
pandemic.

optimism about future econom-
ic growth, success of the CovId-
19 vaccine, and worries about a 
rise in inflation after the federal 
government pumped another $1.9 
trillion in stimulus funds into the 
economy also are pushing bond 
rates higher, experts say.

Light at end of tunnel?
despite the upward creep in 

home-loan rates, and a shortage 
of listings, housing experts say 
there is light at the end of the tun-
nel. 

The Home Front 
By Don DeBat
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by tIM KIrSInInKaS
Capitol News Illinois

the house Committee on 
housing on advanced a bill March 
24 that would allow local munici-
palities to implement measures 
regarding rent control.

house bill 116, introduced by 
rep. Will Guzzardi of Chicago, 
would repeal the state’s rent 
Control Preemption act of 1997 
and enable local municipalities to 
impose caps on rent prices. 

Guzzardi said the rent control 
repeal would aim to give more 
“flexibility” to local municipali-
ties in order to make their own 
decisions regarding rental costs.

“this law that’s on the books 
right now preempts every munici-
pality in the state of Illinois from 
passing any ordinance that would 
constrain in any way a landlord’s 
ability to raise the rent by any 
amount,” Guzzardi said. “It is a 

Lawmaker advances bill to repeal state ban on rent control, 
legislation would allow local governments to impose rent caps

blanket, wide-ranging preemp-
tion which I believe simply goes 
too far.” 

Guzzardi said he first tried to 
introduce the measure four years 
ago as a result of ongoing gentri-
fication efforts in the area he rep-
resents in Chicago. 

Guzzardi told the committee 
that he had heard stories from 
low-income constituents who saw 
their residential units purchased 
by developers who subsequently 
increased their monthly rent by as 
much as 25 to 50%. 

he said the rent increases were 
used as “a means of displacing” 
low-income residents in favor of 
higher-income individuals who 
could afford the higher rents. 

“I believe that it’s possible for a 
municipality to craft an ordinance 
that would allow landlords to in-
crease rents by modest amounts to 
keep up with things like property 
tax and maintenance while also 

preventing abuses,” Guzzardi told 
the committee. 

Proponents of the legislation, 
including advocates from the 
lift the ban Coalition, said that 
small landlords and low-income 
tenants are being “threatened” 
by economic forces in areas like 
Chicago. 

William lamme, a landlord in 
Chicago’s little village neigh-
borhood and a member of the 
lift the ban Coalition, said that 
repealing the state’s restrictions 
on rent control would allow com-
munity members to stay in place 
and neighborhoods to retain their 
identity. 

“We have become an invest-
ment opportunity for real estate 
developers,” lamme said. “rents 
and housing prices are already 
rising, people are being forced to 
move out of the neighborhood.” 

lamme said as a result of re-
pealing the ban on rent control, 
local governing bodies could have 
the ability to impose more mea-
sured restrictions on rent prices 
and encourage them to work with 
landlords on imposing rent costs 
that would allow residents to stay 
in their homes while still allow-
ing landlords to pay property tax-
es and maintenance fees. 

“We small landlords are not 
just interested in protecting our 
investments, but we are also in-
terested in protecting the places 
where we live,” he added. 

opponents of the legislation 
said repealing the blanket ban on 
rent control would impose unnec-
essary burdens on landlords and 
developers who manage multiple 
properties around the state. those 
property owners would have to 
follow a “patchwork” of differing 
rules regarding rent as result. 

“the way this is written, you 
could have a thousand sets of 
rules throughout the state,” said 
rep. andrew Chesney,  of Free-
port. “because it’s so vague, 

resents 55% of construction lev-
els during the housing boom of 
2006.

Slower housing starts are prob-
ably the result of harsh weather 
conditions in February, and rising 
material costs, which Marcus & 
Millichap pegs at 11.4% higher 
than last year. builders report that 
rising lumber costs have added 
$24,000 to the cost of the average 
new home.

according to Chang, the big-
gest driver of first-time home 
sales is the “aging millennial 
generation.” there are currently 
45 million people between the 
ages of 30 and 40 years in the 
u.S. that’s three million more 
than five years ago.

the median age of first-time 
home buyers is 33 years, and over 
the next five years the number of 
people in that age group is expect-
ed to climb by another 2 million, 
forecasts Marcus & Millichap, 
which is predicting 2.5 million 
more households being formed 
each year in 2021 and 2022.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

you’re giving no investor any cer-
tainty.” 

opponents also argued that the 
legislation does not address the 
underlying causes of housing in-
security in the state such as high 
property taxes and access to af-
fordable housing stock. 

Michael Mini, executive v.P. 
of the Chicagoland apartment 
assoc., told the committee that 
caps on rental costs “fail to help 
those it’s intended to serve,” say-
ing instead that the repeal of the 
blanket ban could cause develop-
ers and landlords to pull out of the 
state and contribute to a shortage 
in available housing. 

“the best way to address the 
need for affordable housing is to 
support proposals that ultimately 
lead to the creation of more apart-
ments, rent control is not the an-
swer,” Mini said. 

Some legislators on the com-
mittee acknowledged that lifting 
the ban on rent control would not 
offer a singular solution to the af-
fordable housing crisis, but would 
be a step in the right direction to 
offer support to low-income ten-
ants and “mom and pop” land-
lords. 

rep. Kelly Cassidy, of Chicago, 
described lifting the ban on rent 
control as “a tool towards solving 
the housing crisis.” 

“there’s not a single solution to 
this, this isn’t the silver bullet, nor 
is it the death knell to affordable 
housing,” Cassidy said. “I just 
encourage us all to stop with the 
extremes and look at this as a tool 
that we need and move forward.” 

the bill passed the housing 
Committee with 13 representa-
tives voting in favor and nine 
against.

“We have become an  
investment opportunity 

for real estate  
developers,”  
Lamme said.  

“Rents and housing 
prices are  

already rising, people 
are being forced  
to move out of  

the neighborhood.” 

While mortgage interests rates have risen from their recent record lows, 
home prices skyrocketed 16.2% year-over-year nationwide to a median 
price of $334,500, a record high.
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by JIM noWlan

I was a state agency director on 
three occasions back in the day, 
yet I don’t think I could navigate 
the maze of dozens of separate, 
and scattered, state and local  
social service agencies that have 
sprung up over the decades to  
address people’s problems. It’s 
time for a major reset, to simplify 
and to provide people in distress 
with “coaches” who can help  
navigate the maze.

Cases in point: In the mid-
1990s, in the wake of newt Gin-
grich’s national welfare reform, 
I volunteered to assist a social 
worker friend of mine who had 
been assigned 13 single mothers. 
this baker’s dozen had to work or 
go to school in order to keep their 
welfare benefits. 

but lack of jobs was far from 
the mothers’ sole problem. these 
young ladies were each walking 
bundles of bad decisions and li-
abilities/disabilities: Kids born 
out of wedlock; school dropouts; 
drugs; minor rap sheets; men-
tal distress and illness; hanging 
around with the wrong sorts, and 
more.

the young women really did 
want to climb out of their pre-
dicaments. Social worker Judy 
leonardelli (now deceased) was 
a big woman, had been a bouncer 
at a late-night lounge in my home 
area early in her life. She was 
tough, and caring. 

Judy assigned me tasks like  
getting a minor infraction ex-
punged so a young lady could 
get a low-paying job at a nurs-
ing home. the young women 
typically needed services across 
dCFS, mental health, child care, 
housing, welfare, and more. I 
found nine state social service 
agencies in Peoria (where we did 
our thing), all scattered around 
the city’s metro area. but most of 
these women lacked wheels. 

one young woman told me she 
got up at 4 a.m. each morning, 
to get youngster(s) up and going 
and fed something; catch various 
buses for them and her to school 
and to the community college 
(where Judy met the women), to 
work, etc. She made it home each 
day, by a couple/three buses, after 
picking up the kids, by about 7 or 
8 p.m.

Judy was their coach, prod, ad-
vocate. She was good. Judy esti-
mated that if 4 of the 13 made it 
to stable lives, she would consider 
her work successful. 

Case two: a friend of mine in a 
small central Illinois city recently 
saw a woebegone, 40-ish woman 
looking into his store window. 
My friend inquired of her. he 
learned she was staying at the lo-
cal domestic abuse shelter (a very 
fine operation), but her time limit 
there was ticking; she was freak-
ing out. 

earlier, Kate (obviously not her 
real name) had escaped an abusive 
relationship with a drug dealer in 
a distant city. he was now appar-
ently cashing her stimulus checks, 

Illinois social services  
a Wizard of Oz maze  

in need of navigation ‘coaches’
so she had no money. Kate ap-
plied for jobs, but couldn’t pass 
the drug tests (saying she needed 
cannabis to calm her).

Kate has mental problems as 
well, typical of people in extremis, 
for which a doctor prescribed 
medications. but when she went 
to fill same, the pharmacy told 
her the doc was not in their net-
work, so she needed a significant 
co-pay, which of course she didn’t 
have. and so it goes for people 
like Kate. 

When I was a legislator more 
than half a century ago, Illinois’ 
huge, dickensian mental health 
and “state school” warehouses 
were thankfully closed. (I visited 
them; my characterization is too 
kind). there was a pledge that the 
foreboding institutions would be 
replaced with community-based 
services. unfortunately, the local 
services never came, at least not 
with adequacy.

over the decades, however, 
a patchwork quilt of programs, 
each with its own physical service 
location, it seems, has developed. 
there are dozens of them. (don’t 
believe me? Google social service 
agencies, or go to the State of  
Illinois website.) the intent is 
good; the fragmentation is not, 
and given bureaucratic turf  
defenses, it is not likely there will 
be much true consolidation. 

there are many caring, capable 
staff at a panoply of agencies, 
all willing to do their respective 
pieces to help Kate. yet none of 
them, like the pharmacy, deal 
with Kate’s whole bundle of prob-
lems. and so, she falls through 
the cracks.

People in real distress, with 
their multiple problems, each  
need a coach/prod/advocate like 
Judy leonardelli. the coach 
would run interference through 
the maze, help knit the services 
together, maybe staving off home-
lessness, which Kate faces. 

our state legislators should 
stand back and re-evaluate our 
crazy quilt of state, local and  
nonprofit social service delivery 
systems. We can do better.

Is it all about the money?
like publicly traded compa-

nies, the associated Press and 
Moody’s Investors Service reports 
that the archdiocese of Chicago 
has the financial wherewithal so 
that they can raise capital now by 
selling bonds to investors.

In Chicago, the Moody’s  
ratings agency calculated that the  
$1 billion in cash and investments 
held by the archdiocese headquar-
ters and cemeteries division could 
cover about 631 days of operating 
expenses.

but here they are, trying to 
closing some of our local church-
es rather than investing to try to 
re-build their brand.

Church officials in Chicago  
asserted that more dollars are 

needed to cover substantial ex-
penses, while parishioner dona-
tions have slumped. they now say 
that parishes and perhaps some 
schools may have to be cut, given 
its liabilities, to closed a funding 
gap.

Moody’s noted in its May, 
2020, report that while giving 
was down, federal aid had com-
pensated for that and helped leave 
the archdiocese “well positioned 
to weather this revenue loss over 
the next several months.” 

yes, they got free government 
PPP funding, and lots of it. and 
they’re also getting paid big  
bucks by the government to house, 
feed and move immigrant fami-
lies who came to this country by 
crossing the border illegally. 

among the reasons for Moody’s 
optimism: “a unique credit 
strength” that under church law 
allows the archbishop to tax par-
ish revenue virtually at will. Isn’t 
that comforting.

So, if it’s really all about the 
money, then money is out there if 
the church wants to try fill their 
pews back up, rather than die 
slowly of 1000 cuts.

our ancestors raised millions 
in private donation to help build 
our beautiful churches, and it is 
a shame those efforts are now at 
risk over the sagging profit and 
loss statement of the archdio-
cese of Chicago, suddenly more  
concerned over lowering over-
head than raising people up.

For many years, Jim Now-
lan was a senior fellow and  
political science professor at  
the University of Illinois in Urba-
na-Champaign. He has worked 
for three unindicted governors 
and published a weekly newspa-
per in central Illinois.

Letters to the Editor

I am happy to read the story 
concerning the clean-up and rehab 
of the Standing lincoln statue.

I suggest that anyone who  
vandalizes, uses graffiti or  
otherwise molests any of our pub-
lic statues, should be sentenced 
to community service, specifi-
cally cleaning and repairing other  

Now go clean it up!

I am a cancer survivor. like 
millions of americans suffering 
from cancer every year, I was ter-
rified when doctors diagnosed 
me. 

Fortunately, I was able to make 
a full recovery. but when the pan-
demic hit, doctors warned me that 
because of my cancer I could be 
at an increased risk of contracting 
CovId-19 and experiencing seri-
ous complications.

the last year has been uneasy, 
to say the least, but I am excited 
to say that I am now protected 
from the virus. I was recently able 
to receive my two doses of the 

I trust our science; it saved me

Months ago, I said that fewer 
witnesses (and potential good 
Samaritans) was a factor in the 
increase in carjackings. I think 
this can be broadened to include 
many crimes, including those on 
the Cta, which are committed in 
public spaces. 

the Cta connection was 
raised near the end of [your ar-
ticle of March 31]. everything 
you reported by [Crain’s Chicago 
writer] Greg hinz is true. 

‘l’ trains are like prisons for 
passengers who follow the rules 
and want everyone else to follow 
them, too. except that the “war-
dens” on ‘l’ trains nearly always 
refuse to do any enforcement. 
Passengers are left to their own 
devices, which don’t include the 
authorization to use force except 
in self-defense. 

We need a lot more plainclothes 
police officers riding ‘l’ trains! 
they can enforce the standard 

Passengers left to their own devices  
in CTA’s rolling prison

public statues.
Perhaps they would gain a 

respect and admiration for the 
quality and artistic designs repre-
sented by the majority of Chicago 
park statues.

John Loftus, Edgewater

vaccine, and I couldn’t be more 
grateful. 

however, I am just one individ-
ual. defeating the pandemic will 
require us all to be inoculated. 
We have to remember that getting 
the vaccine benefits everyone. 
there is new hope to return to 
normalcy.

having benefited from medi-
cal advancements many times al-
ready, I trust our science; it saved 
me from cancer and is saving me 
once again from CovId-19.

 
Ashvin Lad, Lakeview

Cta rules, as well as the pan-
demic rules. 

Jean SmilingCoyote, West Ridge

Commentary
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City launches enforcement program for senior safety
Pilot program will allow seniors to report  

non-compliance of the safety ordinance in their buildings
Chicago’s departments of buildings 

and Public health announced the launch 
of the 311/online reporting and enforce-
ment program for seniors to report non-
compliance of the Senior Safety ordi-
nance [SSo], sponsored by ald. Maria 
hadden [49th].  

the SSo was approved by the Chica-
go City Council in July, 2020, and cre-
ates additional requirements for owners 
of senior buildings to protect the health, 
safety, and wellbeing of their residents 
during a declared disaster related to 
public health.  

under the 30-day pilot, senior resi-
dents that believe their building owner 
is not in compliance with the ordinance 
will be able to phone 311 to file a re-
port with 311, submit request online at 
311.chicago.gov or ChI311 mobile app, 
or contact their alderman to file a com-
plaint.  

at the end of the pilot the City will 
review the program for staffing levels 

and enforcement effectiveness.  
“We’ve seen firsthand over the past year 

how Chicago’s seniors are among our most 
vulnerable communities and we have a 
responsibility to do everything we can to 
protect them,” said ald. hadden. this is 
“an important step in ensuring Chicago’s 
elderly residents enjoy their golden years 
with the protection they need and the dig-
nity and respect they deserve. the way a 
community cares for and protects our most 
vulnerable residents speaks to the charac-
ter of our leaders and our city.”

under the ordinance, senior buildings 
must put in place the following measures if 
the City is subject to a local, state, or feder-
ally declared public health disaster:   

building owners and managers must 
conduct well-being checks on their resi-
dents at least twice weekly (tenants have 
the ability to opt out if they wish). they 
are required to screen all non-residents for 
any symptoms related to the public health 
crisis. If a person exhibits any symptoms, 

they will be denied access. 
building staff must limit access to the 

building to staff members, caregivers, per-
sonal aides, home makers, family members, 
and friends, and help residents access food 
and medication delivery when needed. 

building owners and managers will make 
available and distribute to all staff proper 
protective equipment and hand washing fa-
cilities with soap or hand sanitizer. build-
ing management is also required to train 
staff on proper use. building staff must 
implement an updated cleaning regimen 
that ensures high-contact surfaces are be-

ing disinfected at least three times daily 
with approved cleaning products.  

also building owners and managers 
may not reduce staffing levels to lower 
than needed to keep the building in com-
pliance with the law. 

“Jane addams Senior Caucus is so 
proud to see the city take these powerful 
steps to see the senior safety ordinance 
move forward in enforcement,” said 
JaSC board Member Carmen betances.  
“Seniors will now have protection  
during this pandemic and any future 
pandemics.”  

over the next 30 days, the City will 
measure the need for a phone program 
based on the number of calls received. 
building owners that are subject to a 
daily fine of $100 - $500 and potential 
injunction or other equitable relief if 
they fail to comply it provisions of the 
ordinance.

Senior Living

“The way a community cares 
for and protects our most  

vulnerable residents speaks  
to the character of our leaders 

and our city,”  
said Ald. Maria Hadden.
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A timeline of COVID-19 at The Clare
once the novel coronavirus pandemic 

was recognized as a real and present 
danger to our community, the employ-
ees and management at the Clare began 
taking immediate progressive measures 
starting on March 10, 2020. We first 
restricted visitors to those who were 
essential and medically necessary, we 
then implemented best practices for 
our check-in procedures, switched to 
delivery-only dining, and cancelled 
large-scale programming in an effort to 
protect residents and staff from the im-
pending viral threat.

the following is a timeline on how we 
executed our plan over the last year and 
made progress toward limiting and con-
taining the risks of CovId-19.

March 16: the Clare implemented 
further restrictions based on guidelines 
from the CdC and IdPh, and all com-
munity dining venues closed.

March 18: uSPS halted in-house mail 
delivery to the Clare, which resulted in 
the abbey becoming a mail sorting 
center and the Front desk team working 
diligently to organize and deliver mail 
to resident shelves each day.

March 23: the Fitness Center and 
the Pool at the Clare closed, and all 
in-person group fitness and organized 
events were canceled.

March 24: the Clare discontinued 
in-unit housekeeping services to prevent 
employees from transmitting CovId-
19 to residents and closed the Salon on 
the 9th floor.

March 27: the Clare removed furni-
ture from common spaces to discourage 
anyone from gathering to socialize in 
order to promote the safety of residents 
and employees.

April 2: executive director Kyle 
exline hosted his first Zoom update to 
virtually provide residents with recent 
CovId-19 information and policies and 
answer questions.

April 6: an employee was the first to 
test positive for CovId-19 at the Clare. 
the employee recovered at home and 
did not expose residents to the disease. 

the Clare mandated mask wearing 

for all residents and employees at 
the community.

April 16: the Clare established 
a wing on the 12th floor as a 
CovId-19 unit within the com-
munity, where any resident who 
might test positive could stay for 
care without impacting the rest of 
the building.

May 15: the Clare began con-
ducting its first round of testing all 
employees and terraces residents, 
which was an in-house, 2-week 
process to identify any CovId-
19 cases and contain any potential 
spread of the virus.

June 8: Following the city’s reopening 
plan, the Clare introduced guidelines and 
policies to take a small step in reopening 
the community, including allowing fitness 
classes for groups of less than 10 and rein-
stating salon services on the 9th floor.

June 22: housekeeping services re-
turned on a bi-weekly basis, and resident-
led events like mahjongg, book clubs, 
bridge and more reconvened. 

July 6: the Fitness Center reopened on a 
limited basis by reservation only, and faith 
services at the Clare resumed in a smaller 
capacity.

July 14: employees and terraces resi-
dents began to get tested on a weekly basis 
per a mandate from the Chicago depart-
ment of Public health.

September 21: the Clare loosened 
restrictions on visitors to the building, 
broadening the term “essential” to include 
outside accountants, housekeepers, beauti-
cians and more. 

September 22: the bistro reopened 
for lunch and the Grafton for dinner in a 
limited capacity based on state and city re-
quirements, which lasted until october 30. 

November 13: a surge in cases in the 
city and the upcoming thanksgiving holi-
day prompted the Clare to tighten many of 
its restrictions, including limiting essential 
visitors again to those that were medically 
necessary and requiring Safety days for 
various activities.

November 15: With a CovId-19 posi-
tivity rate above 11% in Cook County, 
the Clare was required to move to testing 
employees and terraces residents twice a 
week.

December 29: the Clare finalized its 
CovId-19 vaccine clinic dates with Wal-
greens, with enough doses secured for all 
residents and employees.

January 8: In partnership with Wal-

greens, the Clare hosted its first 
CovId-19 vaccine clinic, dur-
ing which approximately 580 
vaccines doses were adminis-
tered.

February 1: as CovId-
19 cases began to decline, the 
Clare returned to once-a-week 
testing for employees and resi-
dents.

February 5: nearly 700 first 
and second doses of the CovId-
19 vaccine were administered 
during the Clare’s second clinic 
date with Walgreens.

February 15: once the majority of 
residents were fully vaccinated, the 
Clare brought back in-person dining and 
small group activities in accordance with 
state and city guidelines.

March 5: after the third and final 
clinic at the Clare, 99% of residents 
have been vaccinated, as well as a vast 
majority of employees and caregivers.

March 10: The Clare reached the 
1-year anniversary of navigating 
COVID-19. We continue to navigate 
the pandemic, with more cautious opti-
mism than we had previously. Since the 
beginning, our goal has been to keep our 
residents safe, and this remains our top 
priority moving forward.

For more information on The Clare, go to www.TheClare.com.  
Appointments are available 7 days a week. Call 312-784-8100. 

Senior Living

Senior Living

On March 18 the Front Desk team began delivering resident’s 
mail after the USPS halted in-house mail delivery.

the american health Care assoc. 
and national Center for assisted liv-
ing (ahCa/nCal), representing more 
than 14,000 nursing homes and long 
term care facilities across the country 
that provide care to approximately five 
million people each year, released a re-
port last week showing nursing homes 
in the u.S. continue to see a rapid de-
cline in new CovId-19 cases thanks to 
initial vaccine allocations prioritized for 
nursing homes.

recent data shows that nursing homes 
have seen a 96% decline in new CovId 
cases among residents since the peak 
during the week of dec. 20, 2020, when 
there were more than 30,000 new resi-
dent cases. 

along with the lowest number of new 
cases, ahCa/nCal’s report shows 
CovId related deaths in nursing homes 
declined by 91% since dec. 20, 2020.

“these numbers are incredibly en-
couraging and a major morale booster 
for frontline caregivers who have been 

Nursing homes see  
96% decline in COVID cases  

since vaccine rollout
working tirelessly for more than a year to 
protect our residents,” said Mark Parkin-
son, president and Ceo of ahCa/nCal. 
“this shows that when long term care is 
prioritized, as with the national vaccine 
rollout, we can protect our vulnerable el-
derly population.”

Chicago is officially in Phase 1C of the 
vaccination phase. Chicago continues to 
vaccinate individuals in phase 1a (health-
care workers and residents and staff of 
long-term care facilities) and 1b (people 
age 65+ and prioritized essential worker 
groups). at other vaccination sites in Chi-
cago, only people in these phases are eli-
gible for vaccination. 

the City of Chicago announced that 
two new mass vaccination sites have now 
opened in Chicago. the sites will be lo-
cated at Chicago State university and at 
Gallagher Way next to Wrigley Field. reg-
istration for vaccination appointments at 
both locations will be available on zocdoc.
com/vaccine.

April 2: Executive Director  
Kyle Exline hosted his first 
Zoom update to virtually  

provide residents with recent 
COviD-19 information and 

policies and answer questions.
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Another series of catalytic con-
verter thefts were reported across 
the Northwest Side between 2 a.m. 
and 3 a.m. Friday, according to CPD 
reports. In those cases, a cranber-
ry-colored Infinity G37 was used 
by thieves who struck in Jefferson 
Park and Forest Glen.

Last weekend, police issued a 
community alert after several simi-
lar crimes were reported in Lincoln 
Park and Old Town.

In February we reported that 
catalytic converter thefts are on 
the rise across the country as the 
value of precious metals they con-
tain skyrocket. Converter thieves 
use saws to remove catalytic con-
verters from under vehicles and 
then sell the devices at scrapyards 
or on the black market for $100 to 
$200 each.

Police investigate  
Rogers Park shootings

Police are investigating a shoot-
ing in Rogers Park. No arrests have 
been made.

Just before 2 a.m. April 3, a drive-
by shooting on the 7200 block of N. 
Clark left a 34-year-old man with a 
gunshot wound to his foot, police 
said.

The victim was standing next 
to his car when the driver of a sil-
ver four-door sedan opened fire, 
according to a CPD statement. He 
took himself to St. Francis Hospital 
in Evanston for treatment. Police 
said he was in good condition.

Witnesses said the victim was 
leaving a nearby business when the 
shooting occurred. Police cleared 
the party out and issued citations 
to the business, according to an of-
ficer at the scene.

Charges filed against man shot 
while allegedly trying to invade 
off-duty cop’s home

Things just went from really bad 
to really, really bad for Jose Men-
doza, the 32-year-old man who was 
shot in the face when he allegedly 
tried to invade the home of an off-
duty Chicago cop in Albany Park 
last week.

Mendoza was still hospitalized 
April 2 as prosecutors charged him 
with Class X home invasion, resi-
dential burglary, and criminal tres-
pass to a residence in connection 
with the incident on the 3100 block 
of W. Belle Plaine around 12:30 a.m. 
March 31.

The off-duty officer and his wife 
were watching a movie with their 
21-month old daughter when they 
heard someone brushing on their 
front door and turning the knob, 
Assistant State’s Attorney James 
Murphy said.

As the wife shielded their daugh-
ter on the couch, the off-duty cop 
retrieved his gun from a safe and 
cracked the door to see what was 
going on.

Mendoza, who was crouched 
down, allegedly sprang to his feet 
and tried to push his way in as the 
cop ordered him to stop and stand 
back. Murphy described a scene 
where the officer was holding his 
gun in one hand while he tried 
to force the door closed with his 
other.

As the struggle continued, the 
cop fired a single shot that struck 
Mendoza in the cheek and lodged 
near the back of his neck, Murphy 
said. Mendoza fell to the floor, and 
the officer’s wife called 911 for 
help.

According to Murphy, she and 
the off-duty cop appear “visibly 
shaken after the incident” in foot-
age recorded by responding offi-
cers’ body cameras.

Mendoza is in critical condition 

Police 
Beat

Chicago man, Cicero woman 
charged with inciting rioting  
last summer  

A Chicago man has been charged 
in federal court with inciting riot-
ing involving multiple incidents of 
property damage and looting in the 
city last summer.

Jasmine Jones, of the 2700 block 
of S. 60th Court, Cicero, has also 
been charged with one felony 
count of burglary.

James Massey, 22, is charged with 
one count of using a facility of inter-
state commerce to incite a riot. Ac-
cording to a criminal complaint filed 
in U.S. District Court in Chicago, 

Massey on 
Aug. 9, 2020, 
posted mul-
tiple videos 
and messag-
es on Face-
book calling 
for people 
to travel to 
d o w n t o w n 

Chicago to engage in property 
damage and looting, the complaint 
states.  

Jones was identified as an of-
fender who also burglarized a retail 
store on Aug. 10, 2020, in the 800 
block of W. North Ave. She was ar-
rested at home on April 1.

In the early morning hours of 
Aug. 10, 2020, numerous individuals 
damaged and looted retail stores, 
predominantly in downtown Chi-
cago and the city’s Near North Side.

Massey was arrested March 9 on 
the federal charge.

The investigation was jointly 
conducted by the Chicago Police 
and FBI.

According to the complaint, 
Massey sent Facebook messages 
to numerous individuals directing 
them to meet at a certain location 
in Chicago to travel together to the 
downtown area. Several people re-
sponded to the messages through-
out the night to discuss, among 
other things, the location of prop-
erty damage and looting activity, 
the complaint states.  

In one of the messages, a Face-
book user allegedly stated to others 
in the group, “We like 13 cars deep.”

One of the locations discussed in 
the Facebook messages was a mari-
juana dispensary in the 900 block of 
W. Weed St. on the Near North Side.  

At approximately 1:00 a.m. Aug. 
10, 2020, several individuals broke 
into the dispensary by smashing 
a window with tools they had re-
trieved from the trunk of Massey’s 
vehicle, which was parked in the 
dispensary’s parking lot, the com-
plaint states.

Another incident cited in the 
complaint occurred at a retail store 
in the 800 block of N. Michigan Ave.  
At approximately 1:25 a.m. Aug. 
10, 2020, Massey approached the 
store with a tire iron while another 
individual broke a store window, 
the complaint states. Massey and 
several others entered the store, 
stole numerous coats, and returned 
to Massey’s vehicle, the complaint 
states. Shortly thereafter, an indi-
vidual allegedly wrote to the Face-
book group, “We just hit the [retail 
store].” Massey and others later 
looted a convenience store in the 
South Loop neighborhood after 
breaking windows to gain entry.  
Shortly before 6 a.m., Massey and 
several others looted a cell phone 
store in the West Loop neighbor-

hood after offenders broke the side 
door of the store to gain entrance.

Police looking for man  
who’s groping women

Police are trying to track down a 
man who groped three women in 
separate incidents at parks on the 
Northwest Side. All of the cases were 
reported on March 19, according to a 
community police alert that CPD re-
leased March 31.

The man approached women 
from behind and grabbed their but-
tocks, then left the area in a vehicle. 
Police said the incidents happened in 
Horner Park, 2741 W. Montrose, at 8:41 
a.m.; in River Park, 5100 N. Albany, at 
9:30 a.m.; and in Ronan Park, 3000 W. 
Argyle, at 6:40 p.m.

In the community alert, police de-
scribed the man only as a Hispanic 
man. However, the Horner Park victim 
said he was 5’-6” tall, had long black 
hair, and drove a silver SUV, accord-
ing to a police report. The River Park 
victim also saw him leave in a silver or 
gray SUV, another report said.

Anyone with information about the 
man can contact Area Five detectives 
at 312-746-6554 about crime pattern 
P21-1-039.

Man carjacked near Goose Island; 
Hijackings pace 50% higher  
than last year

A suburban man was carjacked 
at gunpoint as he sat in his car near 
Goose Island March 31, according to a 
CPD report.

Police spokesperson Kellie Bartoli 
said the 32-year-old victim was sit-
ting in his SUV on the 800 block of 
N. Milwaukee around 6:15 a.m. when 
the offender opened his driver’s door 
and ordered him out of the car at gun-
point.

He complied, and the hijacker drove 
off with his blue 2015 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee. The victim’s phone, which 
was also taken, later pinged near the 
1900 block of N. Paulina in Bucktown, 
but police have not yet located the car 
or the offender. CPD did not release a 
description of the hijacker.

Arrests made, carjackings still high
Chicago police have announced 

carjacking charges against dozens 
of people in recent weeks, mostly 
juveniles. Those arrests have slowed 
carjacking reports compared to some 
recent months, but March’s hijacking 
pace is still almost 50% higher than 
the same month last year, according 
to CPD data.

Police recorded 64 carjackings be-
tween March 1 and March 23 this year. 
That compares to 44 during the same 
period in 2020 and 19 cases in 2019.

Cops logged 403 hijackings this 
year through March 23. By compari-
son, there were 185 during the same 
period last year and 101 in 2019.

But, to borrow one of CPD’s favor-
ite public relations phrases, there has 
been a “decrease in the increase” of 
carjacking reports during March.

The 64 cases seen through the first 
23 days of the month is an improve-
ment over the 104 cases reported dur-
ing the first 23 days of February and 
the 184 hijackings in the first 23 days 
of January.

Robbery team strikes again  
targeting women  
in Lincoln Park, Rogers Park

A robbery and auto thief team that 
Chicago Police warned about last 
week struck two more times March 
31 — once in Rogers Park and once 
in Lincoln Park. The offenders remain 
at-large.

Around 12:10 p.m., a man robbed a 
woman of her phone near Arlington 
and Orchard in Lincoln Park. He then 
got into an SUV that drove away from 
the scene.

About 45 minutes later, in Rogers 
Park, a 21-year-old woman was walk-

ing on the 1400 block of W. Albion 
when a man ran up and robbed her 
of her phone, according to police. He 
then jumped into a blue Honda CR-V 
that sped from the scene.

Wednesday’s crimes unfolded very 
close to other incidents that detec-
tives linked to the crew in a commu-
nity alert March 30.

The Honda CR-V that’s being used 
was stolen around 8:30 p.m. Saturday 
in the 2500 block of N. Clark — just 
down the street from where the wom-
an was robbed.

Between 2:10 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
March 30, the offenders robbed wom-
en in the 6500 block of N. Glenwood 
and the 1400 block of W. Albion — 
the same block where they mugged a 
woman March 30.

Police described the two suspects 
as a Black male between 18- and 25-
years-old who stands 6’ to 6’-2” tall 
and wore a black mask with a dark 
hoodie; and a Black male between 18- 
and 25-years-old who stands 5’-10” 
to 6’ tall and wore a blue mask with a 
dark hoodie.

The stolen SUV, which has a license 
plate beginning with BU37, is driven 
by a third suspect that police did not 
describe. Anyone with information 
about the incidents can contact in-
vestigators about crime pattern P21-
3-044 at 312-744-8263.

Burglaries, forcible entry  
in Uptown, Lincoln Square

Police are warning residents of Up-
town and Lincoln Square about a se-
ries of four burglaries which occurred 
during the week of March 9, through 
March 19.

The offenders enter buildings in 
the overnight hours and remove mail 
from the mailboxes and exit the build-
ing. 

Incidents include one on the 800 
Block of W. Argyle Ave. 5:10 a.m. 
March 9; the 2400 Block of W. Foster 
Ave. 2:30 a.m. March 10; 4900 Block of 
N. Marine Dr. 2:17 a.m. March 16, and 
on the 4900 Block of N. Western Ave. 
2 a.m. March 19 

The offenders are described as 
one person with a strawberry blond 
hair in a pony tail, wearing black and 
white gym shoes; a male with a bald 
hairstyle and black jacket; a person of 
light complexion with a tattoo on the 
left hand, wearing a white panda hat; 
a male 20-25 with a white baseball 
hat, and a 20-25 year-old male with a 
gray baseball cap.

Man shot inside Streeterville hotel
An 18-year-old man was shot inside 

a Streeterville hotel March 30, and the 
victim and witnesses were reportedly 
uncooperative with police investiga-
tors.

Police initially received a call of 
people arguing in the hotel at 166 E. 
Superior around 10:45 p.m. Moments 
later, another 911 caller said someone 
was shot at the hotel, which was re-
cently renamed Hotel Audrey. It previ-
ously operated as the Cambria Hotel.

Officers found a shell casing near 
the elevators on the 22nd floor. Police 
said the victim was taken to North-
western Memorial Hospital in fair 
condition with a gunshot wound to 
his abdomen.

Police recovered a handgun during 
a traffic stop near Fairbanks and Hu-
ron shortly after the shooting, but it 
was not immediately clear if there is a 
link between the two incidents. 

Area Three detectives are investi-
gating the shooting.

Hotel gatherings downtown have 
been an on-going source of shoot-
ings and gun-related incidents since 
room rates nose-dived with the ar-
rival of COVID. 

Man charged with robbing  
two Uptown stores  
declined $40 offer to go away

A customer who walked in on a rob-
bery in progress at an Uptown service 
station April 2 offered the offender 

$40 cash to go 
away — but the 
bandit turned 
him down. 
Now, the rob-
ber is charged 
with robbing 
the business 
and one di-
rectly across 
the street.

Prosecutors said Isaac Beck, 29, 
who’s on parole for robbery, walked 
into the 7-Eleven store at 1532 W. 
Lawrence around 6:15 p.m. and de-
manded cash from the register. He 
allegedly collected money from two 
registers and walked out as the clerk 
activated a silent alarm.

As police rolled to the scene, Beck 
walked into the Shell station at 1533 
W. Lawrence and demanded money 
from the cashier, prosecutors said 
Sunday. While the hold-up was un-
folding, a female customer walked in 
and offered Beck $40 to go away.

He declined the offer, saying he 
didn’t want $40, according to pros-
ecutors.

The woman left and flagged down 
cops who were arriving to handle the 
7-Eleven robbery. Officers arrested 
Beck immediately.

Prosecutors charged him with rob-
bery and attempted robbery. Judge 
Susana Ortiz set bail at $50,000. He 
will be required to go onto electronic 
monitoring if he can post a 10% de-
posit bond, she said.

But Beck is not eligible to post 
bond right now because the Illinois 
Dept. of Corrections ordered him 
held without bail while they consider 
revoking his parole for a 2018 robbery 
in Jackson County.

Streeterville  
commercial burglaries

Police are warning Streeterville 
businesses of recently reported com-
mercial burglaries. In each incident, 
the offender(s) unlawfully or forceful-
ly enters through front or rear doors, 
takes property from within, and exits. 

Incidents include one on the 200 
block of E. Ohio St., Monday, March 
22, and a second on the 200 block of 
E. Ohio St., Saturday, April 3, both dur-
ing the early morning hours.

The offenders are described as 
male, African American, no further 
description.

Anyone with information on these 
crimes may call 911 immediately and 
provide a detailed description of any 
suspicious people including any vehi-
cle description and license plate infor-
mation, or contact the Bureau of De-
tectives – Area 3 at 312-744-8263 and 
refer to cases JE181303 and JE187893.

Catalytic converter thieves sweep 
through Lakeview

Chicago’s friendly neighborhood 
catalytic converter thieves were very 
busy late last week, according to CPD 
reports. Police released a community 
alert April 4 after they logged several 
cases in Lakeview. 

According to the CPD alert, a two-
man crew stole catalytic converters 
from under parked cars on the 500 
block of W.Addison, the 4300 block of 
N. Kenmore, and the 400 block of W. 
Melrose between 9 p.m. April 1 and 
9:50 a.m. April 2.

A witness who saw the Melrose 
theft taking place called 911 around 
3:15 a.m. and said the offenders were 
getting around in a white Mustang 
GT.

Anyone with information about 
the incidents can contact detectives 
at 312-744-8263 regarding pattern 
P21-3-048. police beat see p. 9

Jasmine Jones

Isaac Beck
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FREE VACUUMING
3218 W. Irving 

4550 W. Addison
4820 W. Lawrence

Automatic Car Wash

$3  
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH

ALLNEW

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave. 

101supplyok@gmail.com

Jacuzzi, Faucets, Sinks  
Vanities, Bidet

Ridgid Plumbing Tools

A-A SALVAGE
Plumbing Liquidation 

d e P a u l 
College Prep 
opened its 
stadium on 
its new cam-
pus april 1 
hosting the 
Marian Cath-
olic Spartans 
of Chicago 
heights. the 
stadium’s a 
winner but 

the dePaul rams came up short 
against the Spartans losing 27-
20.

“I’m too shy. I’m too shy,” said 
freshman wide receiver lavelle 
hardy. 

he wasn’t too shy to score the 
rams’ first touchdown in the his-
tory of its new stadium. 

at the beginning of this school 
year, dePaul College Prep, suc-
cessor to Gordon tech high 
School, moved from the former 
building at 3636 n. California a 
short distance across the river to 
the former devry univ. building 
at 3333 n. rockwell, adjacent to 
lane tech.

late last summer dePaul Prep 
finished constructing its football 
stadium hoping to open the nor-
mal football season with the foot-
ball stadium that Gordon tech 
never had. CovId and the IhSa 
changed all that. 

the football season moved to 
a shortened six-game schedule in 
the second season for the com-
bined super conference, Chicago 
Catholic league/east Suburban 
Catholic Conference. dePaul 
Prep lands in the CCl/eSCC red 
division with the smallest of the 
Catholic football programs in the 
area: leo, Marian Catholic and 
St. Joseph.

dePaul Prep opened its season 
on March 19 against delaSalle 
academy. the rams were origi-
nally scheduled to play Carmel 
Catholic but had to substitute 

delaSalle when Carmel could 
not play. the rams played a com-
petitive game against the CCl/
eSCC White division Meteors 
(two levels up from the red) de-
spite being down nine players, but 
fell 33-14. 

Week two found the rams on 
the road again. this time against 
red division rival leo. the 
rams topped the lions 8-0 in a 
defensive struggle. 

after giving up a first quar-
ter touchdown to the Spartans, 
the rams recovered a Spartans 
fumble on the rams 10-yard line. 
aided by penalties, the rams 
moved the ball into Spartans’ 
territory. With the ball at the 25-
yard line, hardy split out on the 
left side. 

on streak route straight up the 
sideline and into the endzone, 
hardy battled tight coverage and 
came down with the ball on a per-
fect pass from rams’ sophomore 
quarterback oliver vigerust. 

It was the rams’ first touch-
down in their new stadium. 

Junior kicker Gabe Garza 
added the extra point giving the 
rams a 7-6 lead.

Selflessly, hardy, 5’-10,” 160 
lbs., freshman wide receiver, fo-
cused his comments on his team-
mates.

“We executed well. did a good 
job on offense and defense. We 

played as a team. unfortunately, 
we lost.”

the tough rams defense stiff-
ened against the Spartans and 
their star running back, tajheem 
lawson, 5’-11”, 175 lbs., senior 
running back. lawson will be 
a preferred walk-on for north-
ern Illinois univ. next year. the 

rams went into the locker room 
at halftime leading 7-6. 

the third quarter proved a chal-
lenge for the young rams, the 
roster includes 26 juniors, only 
11 seniors, a few sophomores 
and two freshmen on their roster. 
the Spartans added three more 
touchdowns in the second half: 
two long touchdown passes and a 
double reverse run giving them a 
27-7 lead early in the fourth quar-
ter. 

the rams battled back adding 
two late touchdowns of their own, 

DePaul Prep opens new stadium with 27-20 loss

By Jack Lydon

vary from the party line, and their 
voting records are mirror images, 
so the north Side would not be 
losing any diversity of thought or 
politics.

the new 6th district would 
be made up of wards 40, 43, 44, 
46, 47, 48, 49 and 50. Suburban 
townships included in this district 
would be evanston, niles, new 
trier and northfield, making the 
total population about 762,776.

map from p. 3

a possibility of some grants for 
some others.

While things may be look-
ing up, “people should continue 
wearing their face covers,” Quig-
ley warned. “It’s not over yet,” 
as new confirmed and probable 
cases of coronavirus disease are 
again rising in Illinois.

one of the biggest concerns 
right now is getting as many more 
remaining people as possible vac-
cinated against CovId-19, and 
continued usage of masks as long 
as they’re deemed needed, he 
added. 

“to get this thing this far this 
fast has been remarkable, but we 
still need to get the numbers up 
much higher,” Quigley said.

Moving on, Quigley said he’s 
ready to sit down with local busi-
nesses that may still be suffering 
from the damages caused by the 
government-imposed economic 
lockdown. “We’ll help in any 
way we can, it’s a lot of work, but 
where would you rather be.”

at the same time, Quigley 
said he also intends to focus on 

quigley from p. 3

at Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical 
Center, but he’s expected to survive, 
he said. The off-duty officer was treat-
ed for chest pain at Resurrection Hos-
pital and released.

Murphy told Judge Susana Ortiz 
that Mendoza is on bail for a pend-
ing aggravated DUI in the suburbs. 
Mendoza also received a one-year 
sentence for reckless discharge of a 
firearm in 2019, he said.

Ortiz ordered Mendoza held with-
out bail for violating the terms of his 
release in the DUI case. She set bail at 
$1 million in the home invasion case 
and ordered Mendoza to go onto 
electronic monitoring if he can post a 
$100,000 deposit.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

police beat from p. 8

DePaul College Prep’s Lavelle Hardy scores in Rams 27-20 loss to Marian 
Catholic High School.

including another touchdown by 
hardy on a 7-yard run and a 45-
yard touchdown catch and run by 
rams’ junior wide receiver Cole 
Ceravelo. 

Forcing the Spartans to punt 
with under a minute left, the rams 
took the ball and began moving 
the ball for a tying touchdown. 
an interception by Marian with 
45 seconds left sealed the 27-20 
victory for the Spartans.

Second year rams varsity foot-
ball coach Mike Passarella was 
proud of his rams. “I could not 
be more proud of you. We are 
there,” Passarella told his team 
after the game.

“a year ago, [lawson] ran all 
over us. It was a running clock 
at their place last year. We were 
very competitive against dela-
Salle. We had our opportunities 
there. We were missing nine guys. 
We came off a nice win last week. 
[Marian Catholic] is a very good 
team. they have a lot of athletes 
over there.”

dePaul Prep’s program is mov-
ing in the right direction. after 
0-10 and 3-6 in the last two sea-
sons, the rams are young and im-
proving. 

“I told the kids, we are compet-
ing. We are in dogfights. We are 
very close to getting to that next 
level. We have been a doormat for 
a while. People put W’s right next 
to us on schedule. now we are in 
games which is great.”

the new home stadium clearly 
means a great deal to the team 
and the school. 

“the kids have gone through a 
lot. a new building, spending a 
number of years [practicing] over 
at horner [Park]. It’s a good feel-
ing to have a place to call home,” 
said Passarella.

It doesn’t get any easier for 
the rams. CCl/eSCC Green 
division Providence Catholic is 
next. resurgent powerhouse Jo-
liet Catholic after that. the rams 
finish the season at home against 
red division rival St. Joseph on 
april 23.

any Capitol employees who may 
have been involved in the Jan. 6 
riot. the intention is not only to 
find the offenders, but prevent 
anything like that from happen-
ing again. he did not mention a 
word about any of the rioting and 

Same boats,  
new name

the hornblower Group an-
nounced tuesday the launch of 
its Chicago cruising operations 
as City Cruises under City expe-
riences, the new brand name for 
the company’s water- and land-
based portfolio of offerings. 

the tour ship owners are hop-
ing locals and travelers alike will 
return to City Cruises’ yachts in-
cluding the odyssey lake Michi-
gan, Spirit of Chicago, Chicago 
elite, and their newest vessel 
the odyssey Chicago river.

Patrons looking for a little 
thrill can also select one of 
five Seadogs for a fast-paced lake 
tour. they say that tour guests can 
expect the same standards and 
services as cruises have been 
adapted to ensure heightened 
cleanliness and to maintain social 
distance onboard.

Unleash  
your story

how do you start writing your 
book? and once you do, how 
do you find the time to carry it 
through to the finish line? In-
dependent Writers of Chicago 
[IWoC] can help explain all that 
at their meeting 6 p.m. tuesday, 
april 13.

In IWoC’s 45-minute unleash 
your Story program, written leg-
acy coach danielle Perlin-Good, 
will take guests through the Four 
Pillars that play a role in writing 
a story: mindset, time, energy and 
value. She says those are critical 
to create a success mindset, take 
action, optimize energy, and to 
honor the clock. 

the meeting is free for mem-
bers; non-members pay $10 with 
online registration. For more in-
formation visit www.iwoc.org.

Shred it  
April 17 - 18
two free shredding and elec-

tronics recycling events will be 
held on the near north Side Sat-
urday and Sunday, april 17-18.

beware that electronics recy-
cling requires a $20 fee on old 
tv’s and Crt monitors.

From 9 a.m. to noon on april 
17 there will be recycling avail-
able in the parking lot of ald. 
brian hopkins’s 2nd ward office, 
1400 n. ashland. From 9 a.m. to 
noon on april 18 there will be re-
cycling available in the parking 
lot at 1254 n. State St.

For more information visit 
ward02@cityofchicago.org or call 
312-643-2299.

Late last summer  
DePaul Prep finished 

constructing its football 
stadium hoping to open 

the normal football  
season with the  

football stadium that  
gordon Tech never had.  
COviD and the iHSA  

changed all that. 

looting that happened in his own 
district.  

While admitting his district 
covers a lot of different areas, he 
said he’s used to juggling a lot of 
things at the same time.

Quigley said he’s ready to sit down  
with local businesses that may still be suffering 

from the damages caused by the  
government-imposed economic lockdown.  

“We’ll help in any way we can, it’s a lot of work,  
but where would you rather be.”
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Porchlight Music Theatre’s next vir-
tual offering is the latest edition of 
its New Faces Sing Broadway se-
ries, New Faces Sing Broadway 1961.

New Faces Sing Broadway 
1961 was filmed on-site at Chicago’s 
historic Studebaker Theatre and will 
be available for streaming beginning 
12 p.m. Friday, April 16, through Sun-
day, May 16. 

The show is hosted by Jeff Award-
winning actor Kelvin Roston, Jr., who 
will serve as the guide to the stars, 
songs and stories of the 1961 Broad-
way season. Brianna Borger is direc-
tor and music direction and arrange-
ments is by Tom Vendafreddo. Tickets 
are $25-$50, for more information, 
visit PorchlightMusicTheatre.org or 
call 773-777-9884.

Broadway musicals 
of 1961

and just plain making sure everyone is 
being treated like a star. Chad Willetts 
has managed the ‘coup’ of the year. and I 
imagine that barb can be coaxed to share 
a song or two while on duty.tuesday thru 
Sunday doors open at 6 p.m., shows: 7 
p.m. If you’re a foodie - you will think you 
are in Paris. the food is superlative - as 
is the decor. reservations a must in this 
jewel box at 6970 n. Glenwood ave., 773-
209-7631.

SING OUT LOUD: When in lincoln 
Square, go see the danK haus’s new mini-
exhibition, “united, wir singen: a Cultural 
history of Chicago’s German-american 
Choirs.” Curated by Museum Intern Joe 
Chapman, the exhibit will fill you in on 
the early days of the men’s-only Schubert 
liedertafel, the women’s lyra damenchor, 
and later the combined Schubert-lyra 
choir. the exhibit show where the singers 
rehearsed, which songs they sang, and what 
it was like to be a part of the clubs. Cloth-
ing, accessories, and printed material tell 
the story visually alongside written exhibit 
materials. visits are by appointment only, 
email rosa@dankhaus.com.                               

FISH A LEAPING: Sandy Goggin got 
in one more day of fishing in Steamboat, 
Co, when she reeled in this elegant rain-
bow trout. hope hubby, Jack Goggin, was 
ready with the net.

ALL THE NEWS: Col. Paul Malarik 
III and Lynn Graham welcomed former 
Chicago tribune exec Bunny Cremeens, 
and her husband Larry, to ralph lauren 

birthday boy Denis John Healy celebrates 
with pals Rich and Ayla Rinella to meet 
Bambino Rinella with Sean Eshaghy at 

hugo’s Frog bar and Fish 
house… Bonnie Spurlock 
dining with Susie and Ross 
Glickman, running into the 
mighty Kathy O’Malley  
Piccone sashaying through 
the fragrant corridors of 
hugo… Linda and Da-
vid Mahon at the rod and 
Gun Club of everglades 
City, Fl, a long sail from 
Maine… Mark Olley and 
Jim Ellsworth doing the 
Smoke house Frittata in 

old town at nookies and connecting 
with famed waitress Cecilia… loyola 
alum Lindy Fleming McGuire (my trea-
sured intern at City hall) at City hall with  
Sister Jean Schmidt, BVM, bursting out 
of her school colors with pride. Brian  
McCormick and Zurich Esposito hosted 
an impromptu cocktail party for friends 
and neighbors at their mod midcentury 
home in Marrakesh Country Club in Palm 
desert. Champagning against the moun-
tain backdrop were neighbors Roger Bens-
inger with very close friend Robin Groth, 
Natalie and John Coulter, design mogul 
Annie Selke, as well as Cbre exec Peggy 
Mctigue and David Miller visiting from 
Chicago. California’s widely available 
vaccination program has made gatherings  
finally feel fun again … Writer, Sherrill 
Bodine, gathered with singer, Barb Bai-
ley, to honor the artist, Rosemary Fanti.

HIGH ART: the restored master altar-
piece of Ghent (belgium) has been com-
pleted and returned to St. bravo’s Cathe-
dral with a temperature controlled case 
and ar headsets, after a three year ab-
sence. the medieval masterpiece is by Jan 
and Herbert Van Eyck and portrays “the 
adoration of the Mystic lamb.”

NEW YORK BOUND? If you’re trav-
eling to nyC remember the balthazar, the 
grand restaurant for style and vittles has 
opened up again.

HOWDY: Larry McMurtry dead at 
84. a novelist and oscar-winning screen-
writer in love with the american West and 
the characters it produced. his list of works 
is extensive. he was creating dynamic and 
dusty scenes of the continent’s settlement 
long before his modern boys were lip-
locking on brokeback Mountain. he held 
up the West as the paradigm of america’s 
soul, a struggle for civility, humanity and 
ironic love. In surprise. a great american 
novelist has passed. don’t be fooled by the 
woke speak drivel that’ll try to take his 
place. 

EROS UPDATE: remember the beau-
tiful busboy at ralph lauren bar & Grill? 
Well, the lad is still with the young attorney 
he gave up being a busboy for. now there’s 
an american love story. Finishing college 
and looking ahead to maybe going into real 
estate. and riding in the benz.

The devil loves nothing better than the 
intolerance of reformers. 

- James Russell Lowell

tog515@gmail.com

Dream from p. 2

Kathy Wolter Mondelli with Mary Ann Goeing.

N E W S  S T A R

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale

N E W S  S T A R

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, 
AS TRUSTEE OF UPLAND MORTGAGE LOAN 
TRUST B
Plaintiff,
-v.-
GIL A NARVAEZ
Defendants
18 CH 10684
6635 NORTH WHIPPLE STREET
CHICAGO, IL 60645
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on December 16, 2019, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 11, 2021, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell 
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 6635 NORTH WHIPPLE 
STREET, CHICAGO, IL 60645
Property Index No. 10-36-307-008
The real estate is improved with a tan brick, one 
story single family home, detached two car garage.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judicial 
Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee 
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipal-
ity Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential 
real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, 
is due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall 
be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential 
real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or 
by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in 
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the 

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC
One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200
Chicago IL, 60602
312-346-9088
E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com
Attorney File No. 20-05521IL
Attorney ARDC No. 61256
Attorney Code. 61256
Case Number: 18 CH 10684
TJSC#: 41-435
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 18 CH 10684
I3166617

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE FOR STRUCTURED ASSET SECU-
RITIES CORPORATION MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES SERIES 2006-GEL1
Plaintiff,
-v.-
1427 W. JUNEWAY, LLC, INDUSTRY MORT-
GAGE CORPORATION
Defendants
20 CH 4685
1427 WEST JUNEWAY TERRACE
CHICAGO, IL 60626
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a 
condominium unit which is part of a common interest 
community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, The sales clerk, LOGS Legal Group 
LLP Plaintiff's Attorneys, 2121 WAUKEGAN RD., 
SUITE 301, Bannockburn, IL, 60015 (847) 291-
1717 For information call between the hours of 1pm 
- 3pm.. Please refer to file number 19-092235.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
LOGS Legal Group LLP
2121 WAUKEGAN RD., SUITE 301
Bannockburn IL, 60015
847-291-1717
E-Mail: ILNotices@logs.com
Attorney File No. 19-092235
Attorney Code. 42168
Case Number: 20 CH 4685

sale. The subject property is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confir-
mation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC Plain-
tiff's Attorneys, One North Dearborn Street, Suite 
1200, Chicago, IL, 60602. Tel No. (312) 346-9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

the above cause on February 26, 2021, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 4, 2021, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, 
sell at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set 
forth below, the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 1427 WEST JUNEWAY TER-
RACE, CHICAGO, IL 60626
Property Index No. 11-29-102-016-0000
The real estate is improved with a single family 
residence.
The judgment amount was $879,673.67.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be 
accepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale 
fee for the Abandoned Residential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential 
real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, 
is due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall 
be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential 
real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by 
any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights 
in and to the residential real estate arose prior to 
the sale. The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments, or special 
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered 
for sale without any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in "AS IS" condition. The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.

TJSC#: 41-465
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 20 CH 4685
I3166718
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bar & Grill. they came from their home 
in texas to visit their ailing daughter being 
treated at northwestern hospital.

NEW STAGE: Porchlight 
Music theatre has a new de-
velopment director, Carmen 
J. Gonzalez. She  founded 
Fiesta Marketing, Inc., serv-
ing McCormick Place, navy 
Pier and Soldier Field, as well 
as all of the city’s major sum-
mer events including taste of 
Chicago and the blues, Jazz 
and viva! festivals.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: la 
bella citte della venezia, the 
famed waterway city of ven-
ice, turns 1600 years old, founded in 421.

WHO’S WHERE: Rodger and Janet 
Owen’s first post-CovId-vaccine dinner 
with pals Jim Kinney and Brian White at 
les nomades… also in the eatery was the 
divine Mamie Walton… Curt Rose and 
Maggie Baczkowski at o’Malley’s Chica-
go Firehouse restaurant for another round 
of their fabulous tv podcast “Switching 
Gears.” Shelley Howard, Dennis Donn, 
Francisco Asturriaga and Dr. Glenn hav-
ing dinner at tavern on thursday at what 
they called a table of “two-timers,” after 
their second CovId jab… WGn radio’s 
Karen Conti sharing cocktails with media 
stars Walter Jacobson and Roe Conn at 
laScarola… Kathy Wolter Mondelli with 
Mary Ann Goeing in the Champagne 
Cave at Marchesa… restauranteur Gor-
don Sinclair happy to be home early from 
Florida with Freddy, the pooch nearby… 

Jim Kinney, Brian White, Rodger and Janet Owen. Roe Conn, Walter Jacobson and Karen Conti.

Gordon Sinclair Curt Rose and Maggie Baczkowski.

Carmen J. Gonzalez
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Miscellaneous, cont.
FREE CASH That’s right WE will send you $5 by 
cash app free right now! Text the word “cadnet” to 
706-761-1745

FREE Ice Cream? Available at ALL Jewel-Osco 
locations, Nightfood ice cream will pay for your first 
pint! Visit TryNightfood.com

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. Free 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!) Schedule Free in-home assessment. 1-844-
334-8353 special financing if qualified.

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels & 
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt l Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice 
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months. 
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with AT&T 
Next® and AT&T Next Every Year;  $250 Gift Card 
for Switching to AT&T! (*Requires well-qualified 
credit. Limits & restrictions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER! Fast, Effec-
tive Treatment. Available: Hardware Stores, Home 
Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down 
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention 
88272 for a risk free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable 
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than competi-
tors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money back guaran-
tee! 833-669-5806

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 866-
409-0308

HughesNet Satellite Internet – Finally, no hard data 
limits! Call Today for speeds up to 25mbps as low 
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card, terms apply. 1-844-
863-4478

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help fast 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. Free first aid kit (with subscription.)  877-537-
8817 Free brochure.

LOSE WEIGHT WHILE YOU SLEEP! Scientifi-
cally proven formula. Optimal results. Video intro. 
Sleep2Weight.net. SAVE THIS AD!

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be 
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed. 
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies 
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness  Call 1-877-378-1182  Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

New authors wanted! Page Publishing will help 
self-publish your book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

NEW DISCOVERY ELIMINATES COMMON SEX-
UAL PROBLEMS! All Natural Male Enhancement 
Product Increases Staying Power, Performance, & 
Pleasure. Risk FREE 60 Day Guarantee + FREE 
SHIPPING 15% Discount with Coupon perform03 
Visit: TryProZyte.com

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

Protect your home w/home security monitored by 
ADT. Starting at $27.99/mo. Get free equipment 
bundle including keypad, motion sensor, wireless 
door & windows sensors. 833-719-1073

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or 
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash 
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World 
Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for 
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second 
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited 
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-652-9304 or 
visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/national

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.com/news

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS**  Give 
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now 
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD 
& brochure!  1-866-471-1334

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage 
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request 
free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

Thinking about installing a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. Free design consult.1-888
-674-3005 today to see how to save $1,000 on in-
stallation or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/display

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give 
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or 
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Service Directory/Classifieds To place an ad, call 773.465.9700 
E-mail: insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com 
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

CLASSIFIEDS
Adoption

Pregnant? Considering Adoption?  We help with food, 
housing, medical, counseling, etc.  You can relocate.  
Choose adoptive family for your baby.  We’re friendly, 
caring, completely confidential. Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Expenses Paid. 
Nationwide Agency. Talk With Us 24/7. 866-716-
3041. Online Chat. Online Application. www.onetrue-
gift.com. Text 515-778-2341.

Attorney Wanted
Exp. RE tax assessment appeals lawyer wanted. 
Must be familiar with CCBR, Re-Review, IPTAB 

Appeals, & CC Cook County appeals. Email con-
tact info and pedigree to: salvage525@yahoo.com

Auctions
State of Illinois Surplus Property Online Auction - 
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment, 
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much 
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations
Donate your car to kids! Fast free pickup running 
or not - 24 hour response. Maximum tax donation. 
Help find missing kids! 877-831-1448

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Autos Wanted
Cars/trucks wanted!!! 2002 and newer! Any condi-
tion. Running or not. Competitive offer! Free towing! 
We’re nationwide! Call now: 1-888-416-2330.

Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002 
and newer. Nationwide free pick up! Call now: 
1-800-864-5960.

Donate your car to kids! Fast free pickup running 
or not - 24 hour response. Maximum tax donation. 
Help find missing kids! 877-831-1448

Get cash for your used or junk car today. We buy all 
cars, trucks, and SUVs. Free pick up. Call.  1-888-
985-1806

Business Opportunities
$1000 MAILBOX CASH EVERYDAY? Legal, Ethi-
cal, Exciting & Fun,  No MLM Chains, Pyramids Etc 
Website Reveals All www.stressfreecashnow.
com Then Call Hotline 1-800-243-2142

America’s #1 Home Based Business! Up to $20k/
mo. Perfect for Introverts, Never Call Anyone, Text 
“INFO” 800-343-6297 or Call for Prerecorded Msg

Business Services
ATTENTION MERCHANTS: Pay Zero Percent 
Processing Fees! Eliminate Monthly Merchant 
Processing Fees With Cash Discount! Boost Your 
Revenue! Find Out How! Call 866-422-7434 Cash-
Discounts.com

Cars For Sale
1998 Dodge RV V2500 V8, 318CID, 120K miles, 
front brake salvage, lots of new, some rust. Needs 
front bumper. Front wreck, must be towed. For  
rehab or parts. $1400. Call John 773-818-0808

1981 Olds Regal 98, V-8 diesel engine, 90K miles, 
$2981. Call 773-818-0808

Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH.  FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE.  CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING – Get FAA Tech-
nician certification. Approved for military benefits.  
Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204

Help Wanted. Paid Daily. No Experience Needed. 
Full Details Go To: www.BestEasyWork.com/
bamidan

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at 
home for a career as a Medical Office Professional 
at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.com 

Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical 
Office Professional at CTI! Get trained & certified to 
work in months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Education/Career Training
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands 
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment/Drivers
FALL INTO A GREAT NEW CAREER AT TTI! 
$1600 Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS 
*Flatbed *Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26% 
Gross Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/
Reefer. Full benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insur-
ance, 6 paid Holidays, + Industry leading Driver 
Bonus Program! Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth 
or Mike at TTI Inc. 1-800-222-5732 Apply online 
ttitrucking.com

WARM UP WITH A NEW CAREER AT TTI! $1600 
Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS *Flatbed  
*Step Deck  *Van  *LTL Reefer.  Pay is 26% Gross 
Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/Reefer. Full 
benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insurance, 6 paid 
Holidays + Industry leading Driver Bonus Program! 
Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth or Mike at TTI 
Inc 1-800-222-5732  Apply online ttitrucking.com

Farm & Ranch
FARMERS WANTED ILLINOIS FARMER consider-
ing retirement in the next 2 - 3 years? Take 5 minute 
survey for $10. Call (773) 717-5572

Financial
ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

Financial
Do you owe $10,000+ to the IRS or State in back 
taxes? Get tax relief now! We’ll fight for you! 
(800)887-5731 - (Mon-Fri 10am-8pm EST).

Government program forgives up to 90% of Federal 
Student Loans. Call today to claim your benefits be-
fore Congress makes changes to eligibility require-
ments. CALL (888) 212-5612

PAY 0% Processing Fees!  Gain track and make 
your business viable by keeping up with payment 
technology.  866--722-7434 CashDiscounts.com

For Sale
Searching for products to resell? $50 Laptops, $30 
TV’s, $10 Smart Phones, $4 Jeans. Liquidations 
from 200+ leading liquidators. Visit: CloseoutsOn-
line.com

Health
Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or GARDENERS, 
did you or a loved one use Roundup Weed Killer 
and were diagnosed with NON-HODGKINS LYM-
PHOMA (Cancer)?  You may be entitled to com-
pensation.  Call Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

GASTRIC BYPASS SURGERY FOR WEIGHT 
LOSS? If you or a loved one had this surgery and 
suffered serious injury or death? You may be en-
titled to compensation. Attorney Charles Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HERNIA REPAIR? DID YOU RECEIVE A HERNIA 
MESH PATCH between 2009- present? Did you 
suffer complications from removal surgery, bowel 
perforation, infection, abdominal wall tears, punc-
ture of abdominal organs or intestinal fistulae after 
placement of this device? You may be entitled to 
compensation. Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

If you or a loved one were diagnosed with OVAR-
IAN CANCER or MESOTHELIOMA after use of 
TALCUM products such as BABY POWDER or 
SHOWER TO SHOWER, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Contact Charles H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

Health/Fitness
Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day 
money back guarantee! 855-619-0190

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or 
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash 
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT?  
Let us fight for you! Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a FREE consultation! 
1-888-409-1261

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Espanol

Health & Medical
GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Help Wanted/Employment
Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related 
req.  Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. , 
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire,  IL 60069.

The Association of Community Publishers (ACP) is 
searching for an Executive Director. If interested, 
visit afcp.org or ifpa.com and click on the “Executive 
Director Search” link for more details.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL 
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121 
drive4stevens.com

$500+ Paid Daily The Easy Way. Go To: www.Paid-
DailyGroup.com

Home Improvements
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save 
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old 
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Empire TodayÆ to 
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Janitorial
Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON 
AREAS CLEANING• OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING • POWER WASHING - SNOW 
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Services
NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the Illinois State Bar Association Illinois 
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855 
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Medical Misc.
ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money on diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home shipping for monitors, 
test strips, insulin pumps, catheters & more! To 
learn more, call now!  877-810-0063

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around 
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2 
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation. 
855-341-5793

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior 
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! 
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention Active Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a 
new career & earn a Degree at CTI! Online Com-
puter & Medical training available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 888-449-1713

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around 
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2 
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation. 
855-341-5793

ATTENTION MERCHANTS:  Pay Zero Percent 
Processing Fees! Eliminate Monthly Merchant 
Processing Fees With Cash Discount! Boost Your 
Revenue!  Find Out How! Call 866-422-7434 Cash-
Discounts.com

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop your home from foreclo-
sure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! 
Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-888-796-8850

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed 
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR 
!  Stream 1000’s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available.  Call: 855-
761-1725

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call 
for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-855-404-2366

Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002 
and newer. Nationwide free pick up! Call now: 
1-800-864-5960.

Create a new holiday tradition with The Amazing 
Snowman! You can make it snow ANYWHERE, 
even indoors! Get your Amazing Snowman TODAY! 
www.AmazingSnowman.com promo code SM100 
gives you $100 off!

Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Com-
pany, out of state move $799 Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on your Long distance move. 
1-844-452-1706

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help get you approved! No money out of pockets! 
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may 
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, 
NO risk! We’ve recovered millions. Let us help you!! 
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels. 
Stream news, live events, sports & on demand 
titles. No contract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today 
for $100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some restrictions 
apply)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Promo Expires 7/21/21.1-833-872-2545

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, most 
advanced debris-blocking protection. Schedule free 
estimate. 15% off Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

TOOL LIQUIDATION

• Welder Generator

• Drain Rodder

• Ridgid Threading Machine

• Tank Torch Set

• Cutting Torch Tank Set     

• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED • CHEAP

773-818-0808

847-749-8227
847-291-9091

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

DADRASS
PAINTING

• FREE ESTIMATES •

KITCHEN & BATH  
REMODELING

DADRASSPAINTING@YAHOO.COM

PAINTING

GENERAC GENERATORS

Miscellaneous, cont.
Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and  Leukemia may 
result from RoundUp exposure.  A recent $2 billion 
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.  
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your 
RoundUp case today.

Viagra – premium generic Viagra (100mg) or Cialis 
(20mg) 100 tablets for $109 Asthma inhalers as 
low as $13 per inhaler free shipping Satisfaction 
guaranteed. (888)424-4908 or visit: www. USAS-
tayHealthy.com

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation Experts Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & 
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 844-
909-3339

Motorcycles
TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES! 
1900-1980 Dead or Alive 888-800-1932 or 920-
371-0494

Real Estate For Sale
AFFORDABLE HOME SOLUTIONS! Foreclosures, 
Rent to Own, Short sales and more! Call Toll Free 
844-275-0948

TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT $34,900 BANK  
ORDERED SALE MASSIVE LAKE Dockable acre-
age on Kentucky Lake. Way under market value. 
RV ready. 888-386-9446 https://tnlandings.com/Of-
fered by Waters Edge Properties Inc - Broker

Recycling
Interested in helping the environment, those less 
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990, 
offers recycling service as well as:  Used plastic 
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric. 
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210  Email: 
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Training/Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLEC-
TOR. ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT 
COKE MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES. 
I PAY CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184. 

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer 
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics 
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201

7300 N. Western
Chicago IL 60645

xralban@gmail.com
www.C21Universal.com

Direct: 773 416-9568
Fax: 773 465-5068

Ximena 
  Alban

“Es un honor servir  
a la comunidad Latinx de Chicago”

Real Estate Broker

REAL ESTATE

LEAF FILTER

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage  
located at 730 West Lake Street, Chicago, IL,  

312-876-2000, is opening lockers:
5450A- Gall, Steve

6000J- Hawkins Way Property /  
Found Chicago

3205E- Obrien, Patricia
7620X- Obrien, Patricia
6240W- Sender, Scott

7570F- Advance Solutions Inc
for public sale.

This sale is to be held on  
Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at 2:00PM.  

Cash payments only

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in 
America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 
603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau 
HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# 

 License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 
License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-995-2490CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Every moment  
is a golden one 
for him who 
has the vision  
to recognize it  
as such. 
— Henry Miller
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as police investigated.
An ambulance took him to 

northwestern memorial Hospital 
in good condition.

On April 3, a 29-year-old man 
was shot in his leg as he rode in 
a car on Lower Wacker Dr. in the 
Loop.

Area Three detectives are in-
vestigating all three incidents.

Analysis of city crime data 
shows robberies along the 
CTA’s Red Line system between 
Roosevelt and Howard are up 
80% this year compared to the 

shot from p. 1

For nearly half a century, the 
fireboat Fred A. Busse responded 
to emergencies and rescue op-
erations on Chicago waterways 
as CFD Engine 41. Today, the 
retired firefighter navigates the 
same waterways, giving guided 
tours of the Chicago River and 
sunset cruises along the Lake 
Michigan shoreline.

By PAmELA DITTmER  
mCKUEn
Loop North News

Sightseeing boat tours consis-
tently rank as one of Chicago’s 
most popular attractions by visi-
tors and locals alike. A new ves-
sel has joined the fleet of choices 
– an authentic 1930s fireboat 
owned and operated by Chicago 
Fireboat Tours.

“We give our guests a glimpse 
of what it was like to be a fire-
fighter stationed on the boat in 
1937,” says co-captain and co-
owner Raymond novak.

The fire engine red Fred A. 
Busse, named for a former mayor 
of Chicago, was the world’s larg-
est diesel-powered fireboat when 
built. It was designed to fit under-
neath the city’s many bridges to 
minimize response times. With 
four water pumps, it was rated for 
a combined 10,000 gallons per 
minute and could spray water up 
to 27 stories high.

The fireboat and its crews sup-
plied water to some of the biggest 
fires in the city. Among them was 

Cruise along Chicago waterways on a historic fireboat
the mcCormick Place convention 
center inferno on a bitterly cold 
January night in 1967. The fire-
boat was retired in 1981.

A new chapter  
in Chicago’s maritime history

Chicago Fireboat Tours was 
launched by two friends and U.S. 
navy veterans. novak and Erich 
Totsch had worked together and 
individually on various vessels in 
Chicago but dreamed of captain-
ing their own.

In 2018, novak was browsing 
boat sales on the internet and 
came across the Fred A. Busse. 
It was located in the resort area 
of Door County, WI, where it had 
been converted into an excursion 
boat. The Busse was just what the 
two aquaphiles were looking for.

“This boat is part of Chicago’s 
history with the fire department 
and with maritime history in 
general,” co-captain Totsch says. 
“Bringing it back to its home port 
in Chicago is pretty special.”

Over the next several months, 
the duo researched the history 
of the fireboat and worked out 
their business plan. They also 
underwent an extensive financ-
ing process aided by the veterans 
Business Project, a matchmaking 
organization between veteran en-
trepreneurs and lenders.

Chicago Fireboat Tours em-
barked on its first cruise on July 
6, 2019.

A likely partnership
novak and Totsch served in the 

navy at different times and in dif-
ferent roles, but their experiences 
and long-term deployments at sea 
prepared them well for partnering 
in a cruise company. novak tends 
to the engineering side of things, 
and Totsch leans toward the busi-
ness side. But they both can do 
everything, even filling in for an 
absent docent or tending the re-
freshment bar.

“In the navy, you’re trained in 
your department, but you’re also 
trained to work outside your de-
partment, too,” novak says. “We 
both know each other’s jobs on 
the boat. I’m mr. Fixit, but he can 
help me. He’s the topsider. If he 
needs something, I’m there too.”

“We’re pretty even, but even 
Ray would say I don’t get my 
hands dirty as much as he does,” 
Totsch says with a chuckle.

At sea, everyone at every level 
is trained in firefighting as there 
is no fire department to call.

This year, due to the pandemic, 
cruise season did not start until 
June 23. The end date is weather-
dependent but could be as late as 
mid-november. After two sum-
mers, Chicago Fireboat Tours 
hasn’t yet operated for a full sea-
son, but the red retro-styled vessel 
stands out as a floating museum.

“We’re a history tour,” Totsch 
says. “Our tours tell the story of 
how the fireboats came about af-
ter the Great Chicago Fire because 
the city needed a way to fight 

fires from the river. We highlight 
some of the big fires and how this 
boat ties in with modern firefight-
ing and helped shape the city into 
what it is today.”

Plus, the urban streetscape is 
stunning, novak says.

“When we leave the dock for 
one of our tours, in less than five 
minutes you can see about 80% 
of the city skyline,” he says. “It’s 
pretty cool to start our tour that 
way.”

Tours run between 1½ and 2 
hours.

How to find  
Chicago Fireboat Tours

The Fred A. Busse is docked 
at DuSable Harbor, 111 n. Lake 
Shore Dr., on the eastern-most 
end of Randolph St. The location 
is totally walkable from down-

pre-COvID period of Jan. 1 to 
march 15 of 2020. In fact, more 
robberies have been reported 
along that stretch of the CTA 
system this year than in any year 
since at least 2015, despite sup-
pressed ridership.

Overall, 34 robberies of all 
kinds were logged this year on the 
Red Line between Roosevelt and 
Howard as of march 15. Five of 
this year’s hold-ups were reported 
at the Howard terminal. By com-
parison, that station only logged 
two robberies during the previous 
six years combined.

town. After an early dinner on 
michigan Ave. before our sun-
set cruise, we strolled across the 
street and through millennium 
Park to the curvaceous 925’-
long BP Pedestrian Bridge over 
Columbus Dr. At the end of the 
bridge, you’re in maggie Daley 
Park. Follow a short path to the 
traffic light at monroe St., and 
you’ll safely cross Lake Shore Dr. 
to the Lakefront Trail.

Look north (left). you’ll see a 
large black and white ship, the 
mv Abegweit. That’s the home 
of the Columbia yacht Club. Di-
rectly behind it on the same pier 
is the Fred A. Busse. There’s a 
car turnaround at the entrance to 
DuSable Harbor. Also, parking 
lots are nearby. Tell the attendant 
you’re there for Chicago Fireboat 
Tours.

The repurposed fireboat Fred A. Busse passes Marina City and AMA 
Plaza on a tour of the Chicago River.

Erich Totsch (left in photo) and Roy  
Novak in the pilothouse. The Fred A. Busse battles a grain elevator fire in Chicago on May 11, 1939.
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