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The monotony and solitude of a quiet life 
stimulates the creative mind.

— Albert Einstein

By Patrick Butler

On New year’s Day and the 
first few weeks afterward, mari-
juana was such a hot commodity 
long queues of customers were 
wrapped around some city blocks 
waiting to buy some reefer.

until recently, even medical pa-
tients were not able to make curb-
side pickups.

But all that’s changing.
the state of illinois just ap-

proved cresco labs’ proposed 
store at 436 N. clark St. and 
MOca Modern cannabis’ 
planned shop at 216 W. Ohio St.

Both spots were part of a group 
of five proposed dispensaries 
that received approval from chi-
cago’s Zoning Board of appeals 
in March. they were the first 
and last dispensary approvals the 
Zoning Board of approval [ZBa] 
made before the coronavirus 

Don’t bogart that joint, pot world 
changes with City Hall shut down

pandemic caused the city to shut 
down, delaying future meetings.

the city’s recreational canna-
bis rules required approval from 
the ZBa, and created seven zones 
for marijuana sales. 

in order to facilitate the “social 
distancing” required since the ad-
vent of the coronavirus pandemic, 
everyone must pre-order, and be 
careful to stand at least six-feet 
away from the next customer 
when picking up their stash. in 
some cases, only three purchasers 
at a time are allowed into a pot 
store.

at least one cannabis shop was 
reportedly taking everyone’s tem-
peratures as they walked in.

While most other stores have 
been ordered closed, the newly-
opened pot shops – along with 
banks, supermarkets, hospitals 
and medical offices, gas stations, 
day care centers, dry cleaners, fu-

neral homes, and others – includ-
ing cannabis dispensaries also re-
main open as “essential” services 
by order of Gov. J.B. Pritzker.

“We had to literally change the 
entire way we operate overnight. 
it’s like reinventing the wheel 
all the time,” Paul lee, general 
manager at Dispensary 33, 5001 
N. clark, told a chicago tribune 
reporter.

in addition, some cannabis 
shops require reservations and 
are operating with fewer work-
ers, often because employees are 
either feeling sick or simply wor-
ried about exposure to the covid-
19 virus.

to make matters even worse, 
some companies who had been 
hoping for licenses at least by the 
end of last month, are still waiting 
because neither the ZBa nor the 

Victor Skrebneski, photographer and supporter of the Chicago Film Festi-
val for more than 50 years, died April 4 at the age of 90. 
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changes see p. 12

By cWBchicaGO

While the announcement that 
former Dallas Police chief Da-
vid Brown has been chosen to be 
chicago’s next police superinten-
dent is certainly big news, there’s 
been another important personnel 
change at cPD this week.

the departure of a police com-
mander is not something we 
usually report on, but when the 
commander is cindy Sam — the 
ineffectual head of the depart-
ment’s Mass transit unit, it is 
important.

Violent crime on the city’s tran-
sit system rose sharply in recent 

After years of soaring violent crime,  
a new commander  

taking over CPD’s Mass Transit Unit
years while Sam publicly insisted 
that the problem was not crime 
but the public’s “perception.”

Of course, chicago’s other 2.5 
million residents knew the truth: 
the problem was crime, not per-
ception. Violent crime on cta 
trains and platforms increased 
104% in the five years since 
2015. 

the city finally began to take 
serious action against cta crime 
last month after two members of 
the Mass transit unit infamously 
struggled with - and then twice 
shot - an unarmed man at the 
Grand red line cta station.

Now, finally, Sam is out. retir-

ing, the department says. Sources 
within the department say she 
hadn’t been seen much in recent 
weeks.

Matt cline, a tactical lieuten-
ant in cPD’s public transporta-
tion section, was promoted to re-
place her on april 1, a department 
spokesperson said.

cline is the son of former chi-
cago Police Supt. Phil cline, who 
resigned amid controversy in 
2007.

Matt cline is taking charge of 
the city’s mass transit operations 
as cta ridership has dropped 
almost 80% during the covid-19 
crisis.

By cWBchicaGO

contrary to popular belief, 
all of chicago’s parks are not 
closed to the public. and confu-
sion about what’s open and what’s 
not open is driving a wave of 911 
calls from concerned citizens who 
think people are banned from en-
tering their neighborhood park.

the confusion has also turned 
neighbors into George Orwell’s 
beloved apparatchiks from 1984, 
calling Big Brother every time 
somebody steps outside.

On March 28, chicago Mayor 
lori lightfoot ordered the lake-
front trail, “lakefront-adjacent 
parks,” the riverwalk, and the 606 
trail closed after warm weather 
drew crowds to those locations 
earlier in the day. the lack of 
“social distancing” prompted the 
mayor’s actions. lightfoot also 
shuttered the parks’ fieldhouses 
and playgrounds.

at the same time, lightfoot 
banned “contact sports, like bas-
ketball and football,” according 
to the order’s text. But going out 
for exercise while maintaining 
distance is still perfectly fine.

Since then, concerned neigh-
bors have repeatedly summoned 
police to shoo away individuals 
from parks that remain open to 

See your neighbor playing  
in a park, dial 1984

the public. even the sight of two 
people playing tennis, a tradition-
ally non-contact sport, has gener-
ated multiple 911 calls from near 
Oz Park.

But members of the public 
aren’t the only ones who are un-
clear about where they can go and 
where they cannot. and what, ex-
actly is “lakefront adjacent?”

On March 31, chicago Park 
District security asked police to 
help clear people from park prop-
erty near Stockton and la Salle in 
lincoln Park. But cops didn’t see 
any unsafe congregating in the 
area and one officer told his dis-
patcher that the area in question 
— located more than one-third of 
a mile from the lake — appeared 
to be open to the public, per infor-
mation cops received.

But on april 2, police and park 
security returned to the same gen-
eral location to direct joggers and 
walkers out of the park.

So, which parks are open? For-
tunately, the chicago Park District 
has published a zoomable map of 
all park facilities for easy refer-
ence, see the chicago Park Dis-
trict cOViD-19 response Map 
at https://www.chicagoparkdis-
trict.com/about-us/news/chicago-
park-district-response-coronavi-
rus-covid-19.

all cook county Property tax exemptions 
are due Friday, april 10.

the assessor’s Office administers property 
tax exemptions that may contribute to lowering 
the property tax bill. Some of the most common-
ly administered exemptions include the 

• The Homeowner Exemption provides prop-
erty tax savings by reducing the equalized as-
sessed value of an eligible property. Most hom-
eowners are eligible for this exemption.

• The Senior Exemption provides property tax 
savings to qualified seniors age 65 or older, by 

Property Tax Exemptions due April 10
reducing the equalized assessed value of an eli-
gible residence. 

• The Senior Freeze allows seniors age 65 
or older with a gross household income of no 
more than $65,000 to freeze of the equalized 
assessed value of their properties for the year 
preceding the year in which they first apply and 
qualify for this exemption. 

For a full list of available exemptions and in-
formation on how to apply, call 312-443-7550 or 
visit www.cookcountyassessor.com.

Lincoln Park Clinical Psychologist  
charged in $3.2 million  

health care fraud scheme
                                                 Story on page 5
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By Thomas J. O’Gorman

after breakfast i sat in the din-
ing room writing this column. 
What’s strange is i never write at 
a table. When i write, it’s usually 
spread out in bed. Pillows every-
where. eyeball to eyeball with my 
laptop’s screen. 

This bears no resemblance 
to the writing habits of one of 
filmdom’s favorite gossip colum-
nists, Waldo Lydecker. you know, 
from the 1944 film noir classic, 
“Laura.” Clifton Webb plays the 
dilettante columnist who is nasty, 
cruel, acerbic and always writing 
in the bathtub. 

in the largest bathroom ever. 
amid so many knicknacks and 

toys, including a typewriter, both 
as a writer and a bather. 

Watch the movie if you are un-
familiar. it’s a murder mystery 
during World War ii, but the war 
is never mentioned. a well-made 
black and white classic. 

but Waldo Lydecker is a force 
of phony nature. No real writer 
would ever be so silly as to com-
pose in the tub, like he was at high 
Mass. even if he has servants and 
a huge wallet. but from the suds, 
he rips apart the famous and the 
self-possessed. i always thought 
it silly, even more so now. bunky 
Cushing loved to call me Waldo. 
he knew it made me crazy. 

Writing is much more of an art 
form than scribbles in the tub. 
even if you are writing in long 
hand/cursive. or on a vintage 
1944 typewriter. Sorry but the 
very idea of a bath is abhorrent to 
me. although in light of the pan-
demic i can see wanting to watch 
the water go down the drain.

We all want to watch the water 
go down the drain on this one. 

We can hardly sleep at night 
reading the latest on CoViD-19, 
and since the brits are just getting 
up when i am going to bed, i can 
get a quick take on things before 

shut-eye from them. 
Looks like the british public is 

finally taking things seriously. 
but sadly, it seems that many 

who went to the non-cancelled 
Cheltenham Races [March 10-13], 
where 60,000 people were packed 
like sardines in the stands, are 
starting to fall victim to the dis-
ease. Those horsey aristocrats and 
drunk working class blokes won’t 
get much sympathy. 

our pandemic sensory precep-
tors are already kicking in to sort 
through the wise from the foolish. 
if a certain royal princess falls 
stricken, it will be a trifecta. 

but a bizarre, other worldly sci-
ence-fiction seems cast over the 
world. all you have to do is pe-
ruse the streets and boulevards of 
Chicago to see the haunting ghost 
town character that has taken the 
place of “that toddlin’ town.” 

i only actually see and converse 
with one human in person. i see 
people walking their dogs down 
Winchester St., but have no tactile 
connect. i hear from a small circle 
on the phone, daily. and a large 
army of wonderful people online.

how do we relate to the pan-
demic in 1918? “The Spanish 
influenza.” My grandmother’s 
19-year-old sister, kate, newly 
arrived in Chicago, caught it and 
died. The family always talked 
about her like she was in the next 
room. 

My connection is more through 
painting. Some of the youngest 
and finest painters in europe died 
in their prime from the dreaded 
flu. Not least of them the austrian 
egon Schiele. he paints like a 
young rebel in stately Vienna. and 
though drafted into the austrian 
army, he never stopped painting, 
even going so far as to paint the 
portraits of enemy prisoners he 
was guarding in the jail cells. a 
lot of his work would be consid-
ered daring and risqué. Vienna 
has some stunning religious art of 
his, and some family works that 
are extraordinary. No one paints 
the human form as he did. Mod-
ern, angular, colorful and daring. 
he is beloved among austrian 
sophisticates. his works remains 
filled with meaning for people.

Stories abound of countless 
Chicagoans who have opened 
their hearts to others during this 
time of social distancing. People 

going out of their way to help oth-
ers survive. 

During the darkest days of the 
“blitz” in World War ii, it was 
a genteel Jewish artist, a gifted 
pianist who helped raise the na-
tion’s spirits and Londoners’ 
hearts. Myra hess was a gifted 
pianist who made her debut with 
Sir Thomas beecham in 1907. 
She was the toast of european 
concert halls. in 1922 she dazzled 
americans who fell in love with 
her strong but delicate style. She 
was so popular that she was able 
to circumvent regulations and 
hold some extraordinary concerts 
in the daytime during the war. 
at night London went dark. The 
streets abandoned. her concerts 
all took place at the National gal-
lery in Trafalgar Square. She did 
this for six years and paid each 
artist who performed Five guin-
eas no matter how famous they 
were. 

by the time of the armistice she 
had held almost 2000 concerts, 
personally performing more than 
150 times. She proved herself a 
most excellent ensemble player, 
helping the nation to maintain 
its hope and unity no matter how 
many bombs fell at night. 

you may be familiar with 
the concert series staged every 
Wednesday at lunchtime at the 
Chicago Cultural Center. The 
“Dame Myra hess” concerts. 
broadcast live over WFMT. Don’t 
miss it.

Chicago is no stranger to tragic 
catastrophes. it will be 150 years 
ago in 2021 that the great Chica-
go Fire erased three-fifths of the 
city. out of it Chicago grew to be 
the urban capitol of the heartland, 
architectural center of america, 
commodities capital of the world, 
railroad giant of the age, and the 
political center of modern life. 

Not a bad record for a place 
that was once a pile of charred 
rubble. 

it happened because people 
were trusting in themselves and 
each other. it occurred because 
the inventive spirit of the age was 
most at home along the banks 
of Lake Michigan. From Long 
John Wentworth to Michael Jor-
dan. and from Jane addams to 
Lori Lightfoot, the spirit of the 
heartland, the american Prairie, 
unfolds street by street, no mat-
ter how many crooks we lock up, 
how many storms cloud our sky, 
or who cheats on their spouse and 
who refuses to wear a flower in 
their lapel. 

of course disaster looms like 
a nutty cousin. but so does the 
spirit of Chicago. 

Trusting in yourselves and each other

The streets might be empty, but 
Chicagoans’ hearts are filled to 
the brim.

i had a cheery e-mail from Pat 
Daley Martino, my 
favorite Daley. She 
is sweet and kind 
and always a re-
minder of her dear 
father, Mayor Rich-
ard J. Daley. i’m 
sure he’d be proud 
of Chicagoans in 
this crisis, stepping 
up to make things 
work in “the city 
that works.” Some-
one explain that to 
Waldo Lydecker. i 
think he just went 
down the drain. 

We might be in 
lockdown, but…

C H I C A G O 
SYMPHONY: “During these 
times of uncertainty, and with the 
absence of live music in our con-
cert halls, i hope that people ev-
erywhere will remain connected 
to the wonderful artistry of the 
Chicago Symphony through these 
special programs.”—Riccardo 
Muti. The Chicago Symphony 
orchestra assoc. has launched a 
six-program CSo radio broadcast 
series on WFMT 98.7 FM. From 
the CSo’s archives: Maestro’s 
Choice—For all Music Lovers 
in These Difficult Times will be 
available to listeners, and stream-
ing on wfmt.com and their app. 
The broadcasts will also be acces-
sible for on-demand streaming on 
csosoundsandstories.org. 

BIENVENUE: Welcome to 
the U.S.a., Duke and Duchess 
of Sussex and Master Archie 
Mountbatten Windsor. We will 
treat you with more respect.

JUST IN: Farm bar Mar-
ket is open! Check out the farm 
sourced foods from produce, cof-
fees, liquor, jams and salad oils. 
See what they have available. 
The market will be open at Noon 
Tuesday-Sunday. 1133 W. gran-
ville ave. near the the “L.” Value 
and quality from the farmlands.

TIDBIT: Sneak out at night 
and go look at the moon and Ve-
nus. it will do you good.

MR. MANNERS: Tom Far-
ley, seen regularly on NbC’s 
Today Show, suggests if you are 
struggling with how to keep the 
peace at home while quarantin-
ing check out the podcast “What 
Manners Most,” featuring an in-
terview with relationship expert 
Andrea Syrtsh. 

WORD TO THE WISE: one 
of our gold Coast readers recently 
identified a serious concern. Re-

altor Jim Kinney relates: “North-
ern Trust on oak St. has horrible 
customer service. They are now 
open only Tuesday and Friday 
by appointment only. They don’t 
answer the phone to make an ap-
pointment. There were several 
older, non-digital customers in the 
foyer very upset about not being 
able to get money. Lucky for me i 
can use the aTM. The attitude at 
the door was terrible. They need 
to review how they handle these 
older customers.” Many thanks, 
Jim.

CPD NEWS: Former Dallas 
Police Chief David Brown nomi-
nated by Mayor Lori Lightfoot 
to be Chicago’s next police super-
intendent.

TIDBIT: australia will ship 
one million liters 
of alcohol to Tai-
wan in exchange for 
three tons of mate-
rial used to make 
face masks. good 
deal.

THE MUSIC 
DIMS: Some say 
he was the greatest 
musician/composer 
since Igor Stravin-
sky. his work was 
harsh at times and 
brash, dynamically 
complex and pain-
ful like the century 
of Polish history he 
was born into. but 
Krzysztof Pend-

erecki will always stand at the 
gate of stunning modern music. 
he died last week. Deeply mourn-
ed as a hero in Poland. grieved in 
Paris. and in Chicago where his 
work was always assaultive and 

trusting see p. 6

Mayor’s choice for Police 
Superintendent, David 
Brown.

Clifton Webb plays a dilettante columnist in the 1944 film noir classic, 
“Laura.” His character is a nasty, cruel, acerbic journalist who is always 
writing from his bathtub in the largest bathroom ever.
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by Felicia Dechter

Heart  
of the  
‘Hood

Mask maker, mask maker, make me a mask 

Rachel Poretsky is a “hobby 
sewist,” who thought she’d be able 
to complete some big projects for 
herself while stuck at home. but 
that didn’t happen because in-
stead, Poretsky is keeping busy 
lending a helping hand to our 
hard-working health care provid-
ers by sewing masks through the 
recently-created Facebook group, 
Chicago Mask Makers. 

“a few people who know that 
i sew tagged me on a Facebook 
post or messaged me about it 
early on,” said Poretsky. “i was 
reluctant at first; i am a research 
microbiologist at UiC and was 
skeptical about how hand-sewn 
masks could be considered effec-
tive Personal Protection equip-
ment [PPe]. a physician friend 
also questioned their efficacy. 

“i donated the PPe i had in my 
research lab to the UiC hospital 
and offered some reagents and 

laboratory equipment for testing 
and figured that was all i could 
contribute,” added Poretsky. “but 
then i heard/read counter argu-
ments about how a non-woven 
layer could be helpful and bet-
ter than just a cotton mask, how 
some healthcare workers were us-
ing them over N95s to prolong the 
usage of those masks, and how 
masks were being rationed and 
not provided to everyone. i was 
swayed and joined a local mask-
makers group on Facebook.” 

Poretsky already had fabric and 
elastic at home. For the nose wire, 
she used pipe cleaners that had 
been waiting for a craft project. 
at first, she made about 25 masks 
and gave them out to nurses, a 
security guard in an emergency 
department, doctors. 

“a week or so later, the word 
spread that we were doing this, 
the mask makers group grew, and 
the demand jumped a ton,” said 
Poretsky. 

“We also have guidelines- they 
must include a non-woven layer,” 
said Poretsky, who tries to make 
cheerful masks with rainbows, 
characters, animals. “For that, 
i cut up all the reusable shop-
ping bags that i had in my house. 
These are the fabric-like bags that 
are made of the appropriate mate-
rial.

“it gets tedious,” she added. 
“but every time i realize what a 

difference i’m making, i keep go-
ing back. i do love to sew, so i’m 
glad that it can be at least mod-
erately helpful during this pan-
demic.”

Chicago Mask Makers has “so 
much more demand than we have 
sewists,” she said. if anyone out 
there has sewing skills or wants 
to help in some other way, this Fa-
cebook-based group needs you. 

“People can help even if they 
don’t sew by providing the non-
woven bags, cutting fabric, or 
sharing any other materials that 
might be useful,” said Poretsky. 

“We definitely need more 
help,” said one of the group’s ad-
ministrators, Lacy Lauber, a reg-
istered nurse with Vios Fertility 
institute, which has offices in the 
West Loop and bucktown. 

Most hospitals requesting 
masks are in the medical district 
area, but Northwestern Memorial 
and Lurie Children’s hospitals 
are also receiving donations, said 
Lauber. as of Sunday night, the 
group had distributed more than 
1,600 masks, by request only.

on Facebook, they sent out 
an SoS for material donations, 
“and it just kind of exploded,” 
said Lauber. (a shout out also to 
team members brie Maldanado, 
Rachel hahs, amy Nieves, anita 
Lebling, Christine baumbach and 
Jaymi Raad). 

“We’re almost 3,000 deep in 
requests,” said Lauber. “it’s kind 
of overwhelming. The need is so 
big and just keeps growing. 

“We’re thankful for our health-
care providers,” said Lauber. 

(And some good  
soul food too) 

“People are stepping up to the 
plate. This many hands make 
light work. This is a need far 
greater than ourselves.” 

***
over at Chicago Upholstery, 

7101 N. Ridge ave., business 
partners Dale Forbes and Julian 
Marc are diligently working to 
keep their small staff of six em-
ployed. 

“We were closed quickly, so 
we turned the business into mak-
ing different types of masks and 
isolation gowns, both disposables 
and washables, for anyone,” said 
Forbes, who is operations man-
ager of the shop and has brought 
back and retrained four out of six 
employees thus far. 

Creating guideline-followed 
non-sterile, disposable, and also 
washable surgical masks, as well 

To RSVP
312-281-6018
TheArtisWay.com/InsideBooster

Hosted by Artis Senior Living of Lakeview: 3535 N. Ashland Avenue, Chicago, IL 60657 
Check out our other nearby communities in Bartlett and Elmhurst.

Foolproof Strategies for Preventing 
and Managing Aggressive Behaviors 
in Dementia
Presented by Stephanie Goldstein, BSW, LBSW

Thursday, April 16th

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Join us for a FREE  
Educational Webinar

Persons with Alzheimer’s 
disease and other types of 
dementia frequently exhibit 

to understand, manage and 

verbal or even sexual aggression. 

Join us as Stephanie shares her expertise 

for minimizing and eliminating aggressive 

Pizza Lunch Giveaway!

pizza to be delivered during the webinar! Entry is optional.  

mask see p. 6

Rachel Poretsky, left, and her fellow Chicago Mask Makers member Lacy  
Lauber are keeping exceptionally busy sewing masks for health care workers.

The East Rogers Park-based Chi-
cago Upholstery Company is keep-
ing its employees working by creat-
ing and selling handmade masks.
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While real estate is still listed 
as an “essential service”—just like 
groceries, liquor and pot stores—
the world-wide coronavirus epi-
demic nearly has shut down the 
housing market in Chicago.

The illinois Dept. of Com-
merce and economic opportu-
nity [DCeo] has issued the fol-
lowing regulatory edicts:
• Open houses are not permitted. 
• Showings of occupied rental 

properties are not permitted. 
• Showings of vacant or owner-

occupied units are permitted 
if necessary and scheduled in 
advance, but limited to no more 
than four people. Virtual show-
ings are preferred.
“Many Chicago high-rise build-

Coronavirus imperils Chicago’s residential real estate market

Condo-mania!
420 W. Belmont #8E, CORNER 1BR w/BALCONY  $169,900

420 W. Belmont #28F, Rehabbed 1BR    $149,900

300 N. State #2608, MARINA CITY 1BR   $219,900

3821 N. Narragansett # 2W, CORNER 2BR w/BALCONY  $119,900

Michael F. Parish
773.770.7002

Broker

Condomania!
3110 N Sheridan Road, Unit 702        1st OFFERING
Spacious 1BR plus a Den, corner unit contemporary (2017) bathroom, Brazilian Cherry 
floors in the living space. Kitchen has a breakfast bar, Stainless Steel appliances, oak 
cabinets and granite counter-tops. Secured assigned Parking included in price . 

2800 N Lake Shore Drive, Unit 308
Immaculate modern one bedroom with views of the park! Large open concept, hardwood 
floors throughout, walk-in closet, large master bedroom, and fantastic storage space. Build-
ing features 24-hour door staff, fitness center, outdoor pool, rooftop deck and party room. 

3550 N Lake Shore Drive, Unit 2211
This condo features beautiful gray wood floors throughout, a cook’s kitchen with white 
shaker soft-close cabinets, white & gray quartz counter tops with glass tile backsplash, LED 
under-cabinet lighting, undermount sink & a full range of stainless steel appliances, along 
with a breakfast bar. Gorgeous bathroom with new floor & wall tile & vanity.

SOLD

SOLD

ings are only allowing resident 
access,” noted veteran Realtor 
Jim kinney of baird & Warner. 
“No dog walkers, no trainers, no 
cleaning people, no construction, 
no Realtors, etc.”

an enterprising kinney said: 
“after some pleading with the 
building manager, i was allowed 
to get the appraiser into my listing 
so we can hopefully get this deal 
closed. We had to go in through 
the loading dock and take the ser-
vice elevator, but it worked.”

in late March, baird & War-
ner’s “North Side Market analy-
sis” reported that since the “Shel-
ter in Place” order was issued by 
gov. J. D. Pritzker, 178 sellers 
have chosen to take their homes 
temporarily off the market. Many 
were unlisted for safety reasons. 
There also were 113 cancellations 
of active listings.

“Surprisingly, despite the un-
folding of events, there does not 
seem to be a rush to lower prices 
by sellers. There were only 34 
price changes in the last week of 
March,” said broker John irwin of 
baird & Warner’s Lincoln Park 
office. “Some homes were relist-
ed with lower prices, but many 
new sellers are waiting for some 
market stability before they list 
their homes.”

exceptionally low interest rates 
sparked a boom in the Chicago 
residential market between De-
cember and February, irwin not-
ed, and that trend continues into 
april.

on april 2, Freddie Mac’s Pri-
mary Mortgage Market Survey 
reported that the benchmark 30-
year fixed-rate mortgage average 
declined to 3.33% from 3.5%. a 
year ago, the 30-year fixed loan 
averaged 4.08%.

“Mortgage rates have drifted 
down for two weeks in a row and 
that drop reflects improvements 
in market liquidity and senti-
ment,” said Sam khater, Freddie 
Mac’s Chief economist.

“While the market has sta-
bilized relative to prior weeks, 
home-buyer demand has declined 
in response to current economic 

conditions,” khater said. “The 
good news is that the pending 
economic stimulus is on the way 
and will provide support for both 
consumers and businesses.”

Uncle Sam to rescue
The federal government has 

ordered that landlords who own 
buildings that are federally fi-
nanced through the Dept. of 
housing and Urban Development 
[Fha], Fannie Mae, or Freddie 
Mac, may not evict tenants for 
non-payment of rent, or charge 
fees or late payment penalties for 
a period of six months since the 
$2.2 trillion Care act was enact-
ed by Congress.

The legislation also prohib-
its foreclosures on all federally 
backed mortgage loans for a 60-
day period, as of March 18 —and 
provides up to 180 days of for-
bearance for those impacted by a 
financial hardship related to the 
Covid-19 emergency.

imagine what will happen if 
apartment tenants don’t pay their 
rent, and landlords don’t pay their 
mortgages and real estate taxes, 
which are earmarked to pay po-
lice, firefighters, paramedics and 
many health care workers. 

U.S. leads world in virus cases
Since Feb. 24, in a world-wide 

coronavirus survey by nation, 
the U.S. now surprisingly leads 
the globe by a huge margin with 
368,533 confirmed cases, ac-
cording to a Johns hopkins Univ. 
study last updated on april 7. 

FREE VACUUMING
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by JaCkSoN eLLioTT 
Medill News Service

Chicago’s high real estate pric-
es and the lack of buyers might 
indicate a commercial and resi-
dential market bubble, one real 
estate agent said.

it’s a market bubble that may 
soon deflate now that employ-
ers have laid off large blocks of 
workers and discovered it’s ok 
for their other employees to work 
from home. The combination may 
well lessen the long term demand 
for office space in downtown of-
fice towers. 

With the economy in freefall 
as a result of the virus pandemic, 
Chicago may be on the verge of a 
major real estate correction.

anthony Zammit, a 17-year 
industry veteran and the Ceo 
of Lofty Real estate, said that 
the market might be slowing, a 
sign of over-inflated real estate 
prices. The market uncertainty is 
enhanced in that polls now show 
that half of illinois residents want 
to leave the state, according to a 
recent gallup survey.

if the job market is slow to re-
cover after the shelter-in-place 
order is lifted then real estate 
demand could dampen even fur-
ther.

“We were in a pretty strong 
market [until recently] and in the 
last five years people were mak-
ing money and working, [and they 
were] buying,” he said. but great 

High taxes, unemployment  
could create a troubled real estate market

We’ve also done the most testing 
so that has skewed the totals.

Spain is second on the virus list 
with 140,510 cases, followed by 
italy with 132,547, and germany 
with 103,717. China— where the 
coronavirus allegedly started—
has only 82,718 cases (if their 
numbers can be trusted), even 
though it has three times the pop-
ulation of the U.S.

as a veteran journalist, this 
writer wonders how President 
Trump, the federal government 
and the american people got so 
far behind the bus on taking the 
virus seriously.

as late as this week, reports 
from friends and acquaintances 
residing in California and Florida 
say tens of thousands of people 
are partying at the beach in a 
“spring break” mood, while thou-
sands of americans in New york, 
Chicago and New orleans are dy-
ing from the virus. as of april 
7, there were about 12,262 virus 
cases in illinois and 307 deaths.

Hunker in a bunker
Cold-War tensions sparked the 

construction of thousands of pri-

vate atomic-bomb fallout shelters 
in the U.S. during the 1950s and 
1960s.

So, it is no surprise that inqui-
ries and sales are skyrocketing for 
coronavirus bunkers and shelters 
across the country, reports the 
Los angeles Times, despite what 
we all just saw in the award-win-
ning film “Parasite.” The bunkers 
come equipped with special air-
filtration systems, which buyers 
believe will come in handy to 
keep out a deadly virus that can 
reportedly linger in the air for 
several hours.

Since the Trump administra-
tion has ruled that gun shops are 
considered “essential businesses,” 
as coronavirus concerns multiply, 
more and more americans are 
exercising their Second amend-
ment Rights by buying guns and 
the number of background checks 
are skyrocketing, reports the as-
sociated Press. in illinois, so are 
applications for Firearm owners 
identification (FoiD) cards.

apparently, for americans who 
fear a broader societal collapse 
down the road, a secure bunker or 
safe room—with a year’s worth of 
food, and plenty of guns and am-
mo—may provide peace of mind. 
(Sorry, but you will have to sup-
ply your own parasites.)

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

economic conditions don’t last 
forever, and now after the Chi-
cago economy screeched to a halt 
in the last two weeks, people are 
frightened.

Chicago residents may now 
struggle to find a buyer. Until 
recently most people were able 
to sell their house for the ask-
ing price, according to data from 
Redfin real estate. but whether 
buyers are still willing to pay the 
asking price for expensive North 
Side housing remains to be seen.

Compared to other major 
american cities, Chicago homes 
were spending the longest time on 
the market before selling and sell 
above their asking price least of-
ten, Redfin found. Still, only 15% 
of Chicago homes sell for lower 
than their listed price - but that 
data was pre-pandemic. This may 
change quickly now that so many 
people have been laid off.

Zammit said that high taxes 
also make high priced real estate 
hardest to sell in the Chicagoland 
area if homeowners can expect to 
pay between $7,500 and $9,500 in 
taxes per year.

he said that the state’s high 
taxes overall are one of the rea-
sons for illinois’s population loss. 
“Chicagoland is going to be more 
expensive than Springfield. but 
the taxes here are insane,” he 
said.

Until now, illinois real estate 
prices have remained high de-
spite the state’s shrinking popula-

tion, said Zammit. From 2014 to 
2019, illinois lost over 157,000 
residents, according to US Cen-
sus bureau figures.

Until recently, Zammit said 
the market was buoyed due to a 
strong national economy. Millen-
nials, who haven’t lived through a 
down housing market, also keep 
the Chicago market higher. They 
often buy Chicago properties that 
older house buyers won’t pur-
chase, he said.

“People are not making money 
right now, and a lot of Millenni-
als don’t know anything other 
than a rising real estate market,” 
he said.

The same trend of high prices 
coupled with lower demand can 
be seen in Chicago rents. over 
half of Chicago’s population now 
rents houses, Zammit said. high 
rents, a weak housing market and 
high unemployment would be a 
bad mix for the region.

“if the housing market falls into 
a bad times, rental rates could still 
go up or stay the same because of 
high taxes and high demand,” he 
said. “if fewer people are buying, 
then more people are renting, and 
that generally drives up prices.”

To fix high rents some people 
have suggested rent controls but 
that would only make the city’s 
housing problems worse, Zammit 
said.

“Developers aren’t going to 

troubled see p. 6

by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

“While the market  
has stabilized relative to 
prior weeks, home-buyer 

demand has declined  
in response to current 
economic conditions,” 

Sam Khater said.
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gary T. Johnson was named 
the eighth President of the Chi-
cago history Museum in aug. 
2005. Johnson is now leaving 
the North Side institution, and 
while no last date has been an-
nounced, he says he plans to 
depart as soon as his replace-
ment can be found.

a lifelong Chicagoan, John-
son’s passion for local history is 
evident through his leadership 
at the Chicago history Muse-
um, 1601 N. Clark St., focusing 
on community outreach and 
strengthening the institution’s 
capacity to serve its mission 
of sharing Chicago’s stories. 
Taking the job after 28 years 
as a lawyer, in 2017 Johnson 
shifted the museum’s thinking 

Gary T. Johnson with First Lady Michelle Obama and Joyce Chiu at 
an awards ceremony at the White House in 2016.

History Museum president retiring
to “digital first,” prioritizing 
what’s online in projects and 
operations.

he also was a frequent visi-
tor to the Chicago area grade 
schools to share artifacts from 
the Museum’s collection. he 
has visited more than 350 
classrooms in neighborhoods 
throughout Chicago.

Johnson said he also takes 
pride in building the museum’s 
holdings in photography, in-
cluding the acquisition of some 
five million images from the 
Chicago Sun-Times. Under his 
guidance, the museum was the 
second local institution to mount 
an exhibition of street photog-
rapher Vivian Maier, after the 
Chicago Cultural Center.

The Quality Cleaners
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by kaRi MCMahoN
Medill News Service

Ride-hailing companies such 
as Uber and Lyft provide their 
customers with an estimated cost 
of a journey before they order the 
ride. but their drivers only see an 
estimated duration, leaving them 
in the dark about how much they 
will make.

in Chicago, the median wage 
for a ride-hail driver per trip is 
$10.78, according to gridwise, 
the developer of a ride-hail ad-
vice app. This is after the ride-
hail company has taken its cut but 
before drivers’ expenses, which 
makes their earnings even lower.

Drivers said their take changes 
day by day depending on passen-
ger availability, journey distance 
and hours worked as well as the 
cost of expenses, which can in-
clude insurance, cleaning, tax and 
car maintenance. They find it al-
most impossible to make a stable 
living.

Marcy, a full-time ride-hail 
driver, said she was “really 
pleased” with her post-expense in-
come from Lyft in 2017 and 2018. 
but then “everything changed 
drastically” when the company 
went public in 2019.

“The amount of money i could 
make on Lyft changed; it did a 
complete 180. They kept lowering 
the rate. They took away a bunch 
of bonuses and challenges,” Mar-
cy said.

Seeing her earnings decline, she 
decided to drive for Uber in addi-
tion to Lyft. She said this almost 
made it worse because suddenly 
she lost access to all the bonuses 
and challenges offered by Lyft to 
boost earnings. Some drivers be-

Would you take a job without knowing  
how much you will make?  
Uber and Lyft drivers do

lieve the apps have ways of know-
ing when a driver is working for 
both companies, and they will try 
to discourage it by reducing ac-
cess to their best income-boosting 
opportunities.

after years of losses, ride-hail 
companies Uber and Lyft are 
under pressure by Wall Street to 
achieve profitability since they 
went public in spring 2019. at 
the same time, the competition in 
the market has become so intense 
that the companies have contin-
ued to offer significant fare dis-
counts to riders. Drivers have said 
this comes at their expense, and 

they’re making far less money 
than when their employers’ were 
privately funded by venture capi-
tal firms.

The companies make money by 
taking a cut of the fare in the form 
of a service fee, which is variable 
and not disclosed publicly. Uber 
has said in the past that it takes 
a 25% fee, but a study from the 
economic Policy institute, an in-
dependent nonprofit think tank, 
found in 2018 that Uber takes as 
much as 33%.

Taxis, by comparison, charge 

job see p. 10

a Lincoln Park-based clinical 
psychologist was charged in an 
indictment filed on Jan. 3, for his 
participation in a health care fraud 
scheme involving 
approximately $3.2 
million in allegedly 
fraudulent claims 
billed to Medicare 
for psychological 
counseling and psy-
chological testing 
for severely men-
tally disabled adults 
that was never actu-
ally performed.

hubert Dolezal, 
78, who lives in the 
old Town neighbor-
hood, was charged 
in an indictment 
filed in the North-
ern District of illinois with 15 
counts of health care fraud. as-
sistant attorney general brian 
benczkowski of the Justice De-
partment’s Criminal Division, 
Special agent in Charge Lam-
ont Pugh iii of the U.S. Dept. of 

Lincoln Park Clinical Psychologist charged  
in $3.2 million health care fraud scheme

Allegedly exploited 
mentally disabled patients

health and human Services of-
fice of the Chicago Regional of-
fice and the Fbi’s Chicago Field 
office made the announcement.

according to the indictment, 
from Dec. 2012 to June 2018, 
Dolezal allegedly engaged in 

a scheme to bill 
Medicare for psy-
chological counsel-
ing, psychological 
testing and neurop-
sychological testing 
of severely mentally 
disabled adults liv-
ing in community-
based housing. The 
indictment alleges 
that Dolezal de-
frauded Medicare 
through submission 
of claims for servic-
es that were never 
performed, and for 
services performed 

on a routine, rather than an as-
needed basis.  

The indictment also alleges 
that Dolezal was double-paid for 
services, collecting payment from 
Medicare and the organization 
running the community-based 

housing.
The indictment alleges that 

Dorezal submitted approximately 
$4.4 million in fraudulent claims 
to Medicare, and that Medicare 
paid a total of approximately $3.2 
million on those claims. an in-
dictment is merely an allegation 
and all defendants are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty be-
yond a reasonable doubt in a 
court of law. Trial attorney Les-
lie S. garthwaite of the Criminal 
Division’s Fraud Section is pros-
ecuting the case. 

The Fraud Section leads the 
Medicare Fraud Strike Force, 
which is part of a joint initiative 
between the Department of Justice 
and the U.S. Department of health 
and human Services (hhS) to 
focus their efforts to prevent and 
deter fraud and enforce current 
anti-fraud laws around the coun-
try.  Since its inception in March 
2007, the Medicare Fraud Strike 
Force has charged nearly 4,000 
defendants who have collectively 
billed the Medicare program for 
more than $14 billion.

Hubert Dolezal
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elegant. his “Paradise Lost” was 
commissioned by the Chicago 
Symphony some years ago, być z 
bogiem.

PLAY BALL: Bill Bartho-
lomay, Sr., was a grandee of the 
old school of “noblesse oblige.” 
To his “manner born” pedigree 
nothing was more important than 
a ballgame. The catalyst for a 
lifetime of commitment to his na-
tion, his family and his city. he 
was a 24 karat Chicagoan with 
all the refinement of his elegant 
education. he had high-achieve-
ment skills and great success 
in life. Cynthia Olson recalls, 
he was best man at her wedding 
to the late Chuck Olson. and 
notes, “bill was a beloved staple 
at the Racquet Club and every-
where else that he graced with 
his presence.” but it would be 
his ownership of the Milwaukee 
braves (appropriate as the grand-
son of a beer brewing fortune) 
and the team’s subsequent move 
to atlanta in 1966 that carved his 
epitaph in gold. The move is often 
credited with the urban expansion 
and high achievement of the City 

of atlanta. he was a door-
opener and deal maker like 
no other. but to understand 
his success, you must know 
his passion. baseball. “i 
was an honorary Cubs bat 
boy when i was nine years 
old. i’m as enthusiastic now 
as i was then.” baseball’s 
biggest fan died last week 
in New york. a Chicago 
memorial is planned.

OPERA NEWS: The 
Lyric opera has cancelled 
the remainder of the season and 
will reschedule. “o mio babino 
caro,” to quote Puccini.

STANDING OVATION: 
Sherry Lea Fox with Mark Ol-
ley and an army of others ask: 
Who is joining in tonight and 
every night at 8 p.m. to applaud 
(literally) a thank you to Chica-
go health Care heroes? (at this 
writer’s house we have blue light 
back on beethoven’s bust in the 
window as a sign.) and for good 
reason, it’s time to fly the Stars 
and Stripes too.

CONFINED TO QUAR-
TERS: We are all in the same 
social boat, but that doesn’t mean 
we can’t entertain ourselves. or 

even spend our time wisely, as the 
nuns used to remind us. around 
town Chicago’s snazziest citizens 
are keeping things in play. First, 
Ferdia Doherty, T.J Callahan 
and Chef Eric Mansavage from 
Farmhouse made a special deliv-
ery of tasty vittles to all the doc-
tors, nurses, healthcare workers 
and first responders at Stroger 
hospital, appreciative of every-
thing they are doing to keep our 
city safe and healthy. That’s a fa-
miliar Chicago story… also John 
and Myra Reilly keeping spirits 
up preparing the kitchen table 
for lovely evening dining. French 
“faience” porcelain china for the 
wild mushroom soup with crispy 

baguettes, placemats from 
St Paul deVence, napkins 
from gordes in avignon. 
Flowers in cache pot from 
Deyrolle in Paris. … Brian 
White and Jim Kinney 
hosting a Zoom cocktail/
costume party at their LSD 
pad (once Leslie Hind-
man’s flat) with Jim in 
prison stripes. brian was a 
sherriff. Was former Gov. 
Blago invited?… writer 
Sherrill Bodine and hubby, 

John, remembering  bFF Lynda 
Silverman who left us all too 
soon. Memories of wandering the 
tiny streets of bellagio’s town cen-
ter with her prompted Sherrill to 
order Veal Limone with linguine 
and Limoncello cake from ‘Next 
Door bistro’ in Northbrook and 
to toast Lynda with champagne. 
“i miss her every day,” she said… 
bond girl Diane O’Connell cre-
ating the perfect setting for “din-
ner for one” in her flat overlook-
ing oak St. beach and recalling 
happier days with Lyn McKeaney 
and Bill Zwecker… Chicago 
fashion designer Lauren Lein is 
already working on batch two of 
face masks for health care work-
ers. Mine was left in a bag hang-
ing in my garden… Club owner/
musician Chad Willetts and the 
gang at Le Piano, first name in 
cabaret/jazz venues in east Rog-
ers Park, is closed but has shifted 
gears to produce protective wear 
for health professionals…hats off 
to Dierdre Canty for establish-
ing the galway arms employee 
Fund during the current crisis…
“These have i lived for: Love and 
music: Vissi d’arte.” Thanks to 
my friend Shirley Baugher for 
these words.

TIDBIT: Sophia’s Room--es-
tate Sales, Liquidations and ap-
praisals 773-729-0638 open now, 
open 24 hours. Sophia du Brul.

SALVE REGINA: Tomie de-
Paola, the prolific children’s au-
thor and illustrator who delighted 
generations with tales of Strega 
Nona, the kindly and helpful old 

witch in italy, died Monday at 
age 85 at Dartmouth, New hamp-
shire.

MUSIC INSTITUTE: Due to 
official restrictions on large gath-
erings and the need to combat 
CoViD-19 with social-distanc-
ing, the Music institute of Chi-
cago has canceled its anniver-
sary gala, which was scheduled 
april 20 at the Four Seasons in 
Chicago. 

GET WELL WISHES: Tenor 
Placido Domingo, Tom Hanks 
and Rita Wilson, Andrew Co-
hen, Idris Elba, Chris Cuomo, 
Prince Charles, Prince Albert 
of Monaco, Cardinal Angelo 
De Donatis, Pope Francis’ vic-
ar for the diocese of Rome, brit 
PM Boris Johnson, Jackson 
Browne, Sen. Rand Paul, Sophie 
Trudeau, Karl von Habsburg, 
James Dolan and Brigadier An-
drew Parker Bowles (Camilla’s 
ex- husband, which means both 
men she wed caught the disease).     

TIDBIT: Corona stops play. 
Just when you thought it couldn’t 
get worse, Wimbledon is can-
celled. 

In a time of universal deceit, 
telling the truth is a revolution-
ary act.  -- George Orwell

tog515@gmail.com
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Bill Bartholomay, Sr. 

and disposable, isolation gowns, 
Forbes and Marc started reaching 
out to nursing homes and hospi-
tals for business. 

“We were able to bring back 
workers, one by one,” said Forbes. 
“We’re retraining them and repur-
posing for masks and gowns. 

“it’s serving a purpose,” 
said Forbes. “We’re just a little 
shocked we have no orders from 
Chicago but we do have them 
from arizona, New york and 
North Dakota.” 

but all has not been easy for 
this dynamic duo. There’s no 
elastic to be found, said Forbes. 
The two vendors he works with 
are now closed and there’s only 
one source available to find the 
material he needs. 

“They only have 1,000 yards 
left,” said Forbes. “We’re trying 
to invest to purchase as much as 
we can.”

The first batch of masks were 
donated to first responders in Rog-
ers Park. Then, elderly neighbors 
started asking and they received 
masks too. Then large orders -- 
1,000 pieces from arizona, 1,500 
from North Dakota -- started 
coming in. but, “We were really, 

mask from p. 3 really surprised there were no or-
ders from here,” said Forbes.

Now that the CDC has recom-
mended wearing masks, Forbes is 
getting calls from families too. i 
bought four, well-made children’s 
masks for my grandkids, but what 
was created for them would be 
quite different from the almost 
four layers of protection a first re-
sponder would receive. 

“i got a message that (Ny gov-
ernor andrew Cuomo) is looking 
for companies like ours to supply 
them,” said Forbes. “Sooner or 
later, everybody is going to want 
them. 

“it’s very important for us to 
keep people working,” he said. “it 
was really, really important for us 
to bring them back and get them 
working and provide for their 
families and do something really 
good. it’s good that we’re doing 
something.” 

He’s a soul man… with a lot 
of soul and a heart of gold. i’m 
talking about Lewis edwards, 
owner of i’m Soul hungry, 2043 
W. howard St. 

edwards started feeding se-
niors in Rogers Park and evan-
ston after he went to attempt feed 
his mom, who has dementia, in 

a nursing home. he noticed, “a 
whole bunch of other seniors who 
did not see anyone.” 

So on his Facebook page, ed-
wards started taking monetary 
donations to start donating and 
delivering dinners -- about 250 to 
300 of them -- to nursing homes 

in Rogers Park and evanston. 
“other seniors started calling me 
to deliver to them as well,” said 
edwards, who grew up on the 
North Side and attended goudy, 
Swift, and St. gertrude schools. 

besides dishing out good will, 
edwards is serving up some 

mouth-watering soul food includ-
ing fried chicken or baked chicken 
with roasted garlic, plus two sides 
of either mac and cheese, collard 
greens, green beans or sweet pota-
toes. everyone gets a main entrée 
plus two sides and corn bread. 
it’s free for some seniors and half 
price for others. edwards has also 
decided to extend his half-priced 
meals to all of his customers.

“i have a great staff,” said ed-
wards, who lives at Montrose and 
the lake. “i’m trying to stay open 
to pay them. They have families 
they have to take care of.” 

Moreover, edwards also just 
spent some money on remodeling 
his business. he built a stage up 
front for live bands and comedy 
shows. “but now with this stuff, 
it’s hit us hard out of nowhere,” 
he said. 

yet he’s been blessed, so he’s 
trying to pay it forward, said ed-
wards. 

‘The community has shown the 
love,” said edwards. “First elders, 
then customers who’ve lost jobs 
have come in so i thought, ‘Let’s 
do it for everybody.’ 

“i feel great, as long as i can 
keep doing it.”

Lewis Edwards,owner of I’m Soul Hungry in East Rogers Park, is keeping 
seniors and his community, well fed.

come in because the price of the 
property is still going to go up, 
taxes are still going to go up, but 
the rent is staying the same,” he 
said.

although the equity markets 
have dropped 20-30% for the first 
time in a decade as the corona-
virus hit, Zammit said the real 
estate market has been more im-
mune to the disease panic so far. 
Unlike companies on the stock 
market, properties can’t go bank-
rupt, they just change hands.

“investors are still going to in-
vest,” he said.

troubled from p. 4

Business hours changed?
Offering curb-side service?
Now offering delivery service?

Let your customers know.
Advertise. 

Call 773-465-9700.
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MAN-JO-VINS
JUST  GOOD  FOOD

HOT DOGS • ITALIAN BEEF • HAMBURGERS   
FRESH CUT FRIES • ICE CREAM & SHAKES

3224 N. Damen Ave. at Damen & Melrose   773-935-0727
Open Tues.-Fri.: 11-am-7 pm / Sat.: 11 am-6 pm  

Sun.: 11 am-5 pm / Closed Mon.

ESTABLISHED 1953

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300
1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that

“Honors the Life”

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible

With the media encouraging 
consumers to stock up on food 
and supplies and prepare food at 
home during the coronavirus pan-
demic, food safety is paramount. 

Mitzi baum is the Ceo of 
SToP Foodborne illness, the only 
national public health organiza-
tion whose mission is to support 
and engage people directly im-
pacted by foodborne illness and 
mobilize them to help prevent ill-
ness and death by driving change 
through advocacy, collaboration 
and innovation.

SToP is a national, nonprofit, 
public health organization located 
in Ravenswood, and dedicated to 
preventing illness and death from 
foodborne pathogens. They offer 
concerned consumers tips for re-
ducing the risk of illness.

“older adults, pregnant moms, 
babies and small children, and 
immune-compromised individu-
als are at greater risk to contract a 
foodborne illness from improper-
ly prepared or stored foods,” said 
baum. “We are all susceptible to 
the dangerous foodborne illnesses 
that nationally cause 3,000 to die 
each year with another 128,000 
hospitalized, many of whom 
continue to suffer from ongoing 
consequences including heart dis-
ease, diabetes, gastro issues, and 
stress disorders. The very first ad-
vice we petition all to practice is 
that of thoroughly washing one’s 
hands before, during, and after 
food preparation with warm wa-
ter and soap.”

if you do notice a spot on your 
food, you shouldn’t sniff it to see 
if it’s gone bad, as you can inhale 
the mold spores, which can cause 
respiratory issues. and remember 
that mold on food can also indi-
cate the presence of potentially 
harmful bacteria. Sometimes you 
just need to throw out the food, in 
which case, you should put it in 
a closed bag or wrap it in plastic 
before throwing it away and dis-
infect any surfaces it may have 
come into contact with.

here are four tips to help you 
prevent foodborne illness in your 
home:

1. Store foods at safe tempera-
tures. When coming home from a 
frantic trip to the grocery store, it 
is easy to forget which foods need 
to be refrigerated, which need to 
stay frozen, and which should be 
stored in a dry, cool place. Check 
the packaging on your purchased 
items before stowing them away. 
bacteria thrives in the danger 
zone, which is between 40° F 
- 140° F. according to the U.S. 
Dept. of agriculture, [USDa] we 
must “always keep meat, poultry, 
fish, and eggs refrigerated at or 
below 40 °F and frozen food at or 
below 0 °F.” Frozen foods left out 
on the counter will thaw. if left 
out for more than two hours, they 
must be discarded.

2. Prepare foods, especially 
meat, safely. The USDa does not 
recommend washing meat, poul-
try, or eggs. While the intention 
may be to wash off any harmful 
pathogens, the reality is that wa-

Safe meal prep and storage during Coronavirus
Consumers now  
more than ever need  
to stop food borne illness

ter splashed from these foods will 
contaminate kitchen surfaces, or 
worse, other food. your hands, 
however, should be thoroughly 
washed. before, during, and af-
ter preparation, sing the happy-
birthday or abC’s (for 20 sec-
onds) while using soap and water 
to scrub those five-fingered germ 
carriers clean!

3. keep your kitchen space un-
crowded and clean. yes it may 
seem like an impossible task 
these days, especially with kids 
running around your ankles and 
groceries up to your ears. how-
ever, a clean prep space is vital 
to safe food preparation. Step up 
your campaign against germs by 

cleaning, sanitizing, and disinfect-
ing with every use of the kitchen. 
Regularly replace sponges and 
dish towels, or clean them with 
hot water. Sanitize all kitchen 
surfaces that hands may touch, in-
cluding countertops, sink faucets 
and knobs, sink drains, and cut-
ting boards. above all, keep your 
hands clean. Wash your hands 
throughout preparation, and espe-
cially right before you eat.

4. Prepare and eat leftovers in a 
timely manner. Lunch or even to-
morrow’s dinner just became that 
much easier. if leftovers are prop-
erly sealed away within two hours 
of being out at room temperature, 
they can be refrigerated for up to 
four days. if you anticipate that 
there will be more than four days 
between meals, pack your left-
overs away in airtight containers 
and place them in the freezer.

be careful how you store your 
food, prepare your food, maintain 

by PaTRiCk bUTLeR

a third of the city’s free food 
pantries may have been put out of 
business in the past few weeks be-
cause of the coronavirus ravages, 
but here on the North Side, places 
like the Lakeview Pantry, 3831 N. 
broadway; Care for Real, 5341 N. 
Sheridan; and the american in-
dian Center, 3401 N. ainslie, are 
still soldiering out there.

Many like these pantries, of 
course, have had to make a few 
changes along the way. 

They’ve gone from passing out 
fresh fruits and vegetables to non-
perishable foods. and the foods 
are already bagged in different 
sizes, depending on the recipi-
ents’ family size.

The trend is away from having 
the clients “shop” for their gro-
ceries in favor of “grab and go” 
bags, said a spokesman for Care 
for Real, founded 49 years ago 
for what was intended to provide 
temporary aid to victims of what 
was then “arson alley” along the 
kenmore/Winthrop corridor be-
tween Foster and Devon avenues.

Today there’s still a need, just 
a different one, according to Care 
for Real, noting that “Food is in 
high demand these days as layoffs 
and reduced paychecks add to the 
strain people already face.

but among the changes are a 

Food pantries are busy but change  
in distribution plan emphasizes ‘social distancing’

Leona, a volnteer at Lakeview Pantry, helps pack “grab and go” bags.

new distribution plan emphasiz-
ing “social distancing,” eliminat-
ing the need for clients to wait in 
close proximity in our waiting 
room.

Unfortunately, however, Care 
for Real’s clothing closet will be 
temporarily closed to minimize 
any contact between the clients 
and the people behind the counter 
to reduce risk of transmitting the 
virus.

and anyone wanting to contrib-
ute used clothing is being asked 
to keep their donations until the 
“closet” reopens in the coming 
weeks, according to the agency. 
Do not drop them off at the door 
and drive away.

Same thing with the ameri-
can indian Center, which will be 
closed to the public until april 
30.

Those needing help can call 
773-275-5871. Calls will be re-
turned within 24 hours.

according to a statement by 
heather Miller, the center’s di-
rector, “We recognize that this is 
an evolving situation and we are 
closely monitoring public health 
announcements. We will make 
updates on our hours, problems 
and services as the situation de-
velops. Please check our website 
and social media for all informa-
tion.”

“Finally, we are taking extra 
precautions to keep our staff, 
volunteers and visitors safe. We 
are providing hand sanitizers 
and wipes in common areas and 
disinfecting public spaces more 
frequently. employees who are 
experiencing flu-like symptoms 
will be working from home to 
keep our facility clean and safe.”

Like these and other feeding 
programs, the Lakeview Pantry 
has been adjusting to the times. 
Change, after all, has apparently 
been nothing new the Lakeview 
Pantry, founded 50 years ago by 
Jo bolger, kate Marshall and 
barbara Langer-Tchaou as the 
“People’s Pantry of Lakeview,” 
serving five homebound clients.

These founders started out col-
lecting food from the local Jewel, 
as well as the long-gone ever-
green grocery and Treasure is-
land supermarkets.

Today, the Lakeview Pantry 
has 30 staff, 4,000 volunteers 
and serves 15 different North and 
West Side neighborhoods.

The pantry also provides social 
services including mental health 
counseling, job search assistant, 
and crisis intervention for their 
clients.

in recent weeks, the Lakeview 
Pantry has seen “unprecedented” 
demand during the coronavirus 
crisis, greater Chicago Food De-
pository spokesman greg Trotter 
told Chicago Tribune reporter Pe-
ter Nickens.

safe see p. 10

Poultry – Whole and Ground: 
165 °F in thigh, wing, and breast

 Burgers and ground meat: 
160 °F

 Whole cuts of beef, pork,  
other meats: 145 °F (rest for 
three minutes before serving)

 Fish and Seafood: 145 °F

*Color and aroma are not 
indicators of safely cooked 
food. The only way to ensure 
your meat, poultry, and eggs are 
safely cooked is to use a meat 
thermometer.

Safe internal temperature  
for meats, poultry and fish:

inside online.com
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kept getting arrested for theft and 
burglary every time authorities re-
leased him from jail or prison.

He was sent back to prison in 
2017 but got released early again 
last October.

On March 16, Chicago police is-
sued a bulletin after Brandis went 
“missing” while on parole.

Police say they located the “miss-
ing” Brandis on March 30. Not sur-
prisingly, they say he burglarized a 
Boystown residential building min-
utes before they found him.

A witness called 911 around 
1:45 p.m. April 1 after they saw the 
32-year-old kick in the front door 
of a home on the 800 block of W. 
Cornelia, police said today. Neigh-
bors helped cops locate Brandis on 
nearby Halsted St., where he was 
taken into custody after a short foot 
chase.

Prosecutors charged Brandis with 
felony burglary and misdemeanor 
theft.

Missing person
Brian Brandt, a 5-foot-10, 165-

pound white man with green eyes, 
black hair and a scar on his back, 
was last seen in Uptown near Chi-
cago Lakeshore Hospital, 4840 N. 
Marine Dr.

His last known residence is in the 
600 block of W. Webster Ave.

Anyone with information should 
email his mother at otmcb57@ 
gmail.com or call Area Central  
detectives at (312) 747-8380.

Don’t leave keys in cars, people!
Police are warning residents 

about a recent rash of motor vehicle 
thefts on the Near North Side. In 
each of the incidents, the victims’ 
vehicle is parked, unoccupied, and 
running with the keys in the igni-
tion when an offender approaches 
and swipes the vehicle while the 
driver is away.

Incidents include one on the 0-100 
block of E. Pearson St. on March 19; 
the 0-100 block of E. Grand Ave. on 
March 29; the 200 block of E. Illinois 
St. on March 30; the 0-100 block of 
W. Ontario St. on March 30, and in 
the 1200 block of N. La Salle Dr. on 
March 30.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

Police 
Beat

Daylight gunfight leaves  
bullet holes in cars,  
Lake View High School door

Bullets struck two parked cars 
and another flew through the door 
of Lake View High School after oc-
cupants of two vehicles exchanged 
gunfire April 5. No injuries were re-
ported.

Officers responded to a call of 
shots fired on the 4000 block of N. 
Ashland just before 5 p.m., accord-
ing to Officer Ronald Westbrooks, a 
CPD spokesperson. Police were met 
by a witness who reported seeing 
a man in a white Subaru exchange 
gunfire with an occupant of a gold-
colored SUV nearby.

Both of the shooters’ vehicles 
fled the scene, but four vehicles 
parked on the 1500 block of W. Belle 
Plaine were struck, including a 2008 
Acura, a 2014 Prius, a 2003 Ford Ex-
plorer, and a 2005 Ford Sedan, ac-
cording to Westbrooks.

Officers also discovered a bullet 
hole in a door of Lake View High 
School, Westbrooks said. Shell cas-
ings were found in a nearby alley 
and on the street.

Area North detectives are inves-
tigating. Investigators were explor-
ing the possibility of a connection 
between the Subaru and a shooting 
in Rogers Park [see below] that un-
folded less than an hour before the 
Lake View incident. 

Masked man robs  
Lincoln Park DogHaus

Police are looking for the masked 
man who robbed a Lincoln Park bar 
and restaurant April 3. 

Officers responded to a rob-
bery in progress call shortly before 
midnight at DogHaus Biergarten, 
2464 N. Lincoln. Police said a 27-
year-old employee reported that 
a man walked into the establish-
ment, demanded property from a 
worker, stole the tip jar, and took 
two tablets while implying that he 
had a gun.

The robber then ran from the 
store and fled eastbound on Alt-
geld St., according to police.

Like many restaurants, DogHaus 
is only offering carry-out, curbside, 
and delivery during the COVID-19 
outbreak.

The offender is described as a 
white man who stands about 5’-7” 
tall. He wore a black mask, gray 
jacket, and blue jeans. Area North 
detectives are investigating.

Teen charged with attacking,  
robbing woman in Uptown;  
Second woman attacked nearby

Two women were battered in 
separate attacks about 30 minutes 
apart late Thursday and early Friday 
in Uptown, police said. A 14-year-
old boy is charged in connection 
with one of the crimes.

First, a 30-year-old woman told 
police that a group of three men or 
boys grabbed her and threw her to 
the ground on the 4800 block of N. 
Magnolia around 11:40 p.m. April 2. 
The offenders took her phone and 
wallet, then fled through an alley.

While police searched for the 
robbers, a 34-year-old woman ap-
proached cops near the Lawrence 
Red Line CTA station with blood 
flowing from her forehead, accord-
ing to a CPD report. The woman 
said a male offender approached 
her on the 1100 block of W. Law-
rence and punched her in the face 
repeatedly during an apparent rob-
bery attempt at 12:03 a.m. April 3. 

The robber fled without taking any of 
her property, she said. An ambulance 
crew transported her to Weiss Hospi-
tal for treatment.

Around the time of the second at-
tack, officers stopped a 14-year-old 
boy on the 1200 block of W. Lawrence 
because he matched the descrip-
tion of one of the attackers in the 
first crime. That victim identified him 
as the offender and her phone was 
found in the teen’s possession, police 
said.

The juvenile, who lives in the Au-
burn Gresham neighborhood, is 
charged with one count of felony rob-
bery in connection with that case. No 
one has been charged with the sec-
ond attack, police said.

Medical examiner unable  
to determine how woman  
found in burning car died

The death of 
a woman who 
was found in 
the back seat 
of a burning 
car in Ander-
sonville last 
winter remains 
a mystery. The 
Cook County 
Medical Exam-
iner was unable to figure out how 
Yasmine Parker, 23, died, according to 
newly-released information.

Her cause and manner of death are 
now both listed as “undetermined” in 
county records.

Fire department personnel and po-
lice found Parker’s body in the back 
seat of her burning vehicle, which was 
parked on the 1400 block of W. Far-
ragut around 12:50 a.m. on Nov. 22.

Her car still bore California license 
plates. She moved to Chicago last 
August in the hopes of becoming a 
pharmacist, her father told WGN-TV 
shortly before Christmas. He said she 
fell into the wrong crowd here.

Some neighbors said they had no-
ticed Parker’s car on the block for a 
few days before it burned. Blankets 
and a few other items were seen in-
side. A police source said detectives 
were considering the possibility that 
Parker was living in the vehicle. The 
fire may have been started by a can-
dle that was left burning as she dozed 
off in the back seat, the source said.

But Parker’s father told WGN that 
he believes she was intentionally 
killed by a man she hung out with in 
Chicago. Officially, CPD classifies the 
case as a death investigation.

Suspect sought in January  
Lakeview home invasion

Chicago po-
lice issued im-
ages of a man 
they want to 
speak with in 
c o n n e c t i o n 
with a January 
home invasion 
in Lakeview.

Three of-
fenders armed 

with handguns entered the home on 
the 1300 block of W. Fletcher around 4 
a.m. Jan. 4 and robbed four men who 
were inside, police said.

The man seen in images released 
Monday used one of the victims’ deb-
it cards near the 6700 block of S. Stony 
Island shortly after the crime, accord-
ing to a CPD bulletin.

On  Jan. 5 we reported that two 
men, ages 23 and 24, told police that 
the offenders entered their home 
after a friend stepped out to go to a 
nearby convenience store. 

The offenders took two ATM cards 
and demanded the PINs before they 
left. They then withdrew a total of 
$1,300 from the victims’ accounts, a 
police spokesperson said in January. 
A television and electronics were also 
taken in the home invasion.

Anyone with information about the 
man in the above images can contact 
Area North detectives at 312-744-8263 
about case JD-104232.

Man charged with robbing  
Loop bar during shutdown

A Chicago 
man is charged 
with burglar-
izing a Loop 
sports bar 
that has been 
closed for two 
weeks due to 
the COVID-19 
outbreak. His 
excuse for being inside a bar that’s 
been closed since March 15? He had 
to use the bathroom.

Police were called to Flight Club, 
111 W. Wacker, at 6:14 p.m. March 30 
after a representative of the darts-
oriented bar and restaurant reported 
seeing someone walking around the 
kitchen via a remote camera feed. The 
witness provided a description of the 
prowler and police searched the area 
for suspects.

Cops stopped Jerry Brown, 28, a 
few minutes later on the 200 block of 
N. Clark. He told officers that he was 
“just using the bathroom” at the bar, 
according to a CPD spokesperson. But 
police say he was also carrying prop-
erty stolen from the establishment. 

Prosecutors charged Brown with 
felony burglary and felony possession 
of burglary tools, police said. 

In Nov. 2017 Brown was charged 
with felony robbery after he alleg-
edly punched a man in the face and 
robbed him on the 300 block of N. 
Lower Michigan in the Loop. 

And in Sept. 2017 he was charged 
with window peeping after a Boys-
town woman reported seeing him 
peeking into her apartment window 
on the 800 block of W. Aldine. The 
outcomes of those two cases were 
not immediately available because 
the Clerk of Court denied access to 
public court records.

Woman shot in Rogers Park
A woman was shot while sitting in 

a car in Rogers Park April 5 police said. 
No one is in custody.

The victim, 38, told police she was 
on the 1500 block of W. Jonquil Ter-
race when she heard gunfire and re-
alized she had been shot around 4:12 
p.m., according to Chicago police.

An ambulance transported the 
woman to St. Francis Hospital in Evan-
ston for treatment of graze wounds to 
her left hand and chest.

Police believe the gunman fired 
from an older model Dodge Durango 
with running boards and rear end rust 
damage.

No one is in custody. Area North 
detectives are investigating.

Red Line attack trio
Three people attacked and pushed 

a 59-year-old man onto the Red Line 
CTA tracks during a robbery at the 
Roosevelt station Thursday morning, 
according to a CPD report. No one is 
in custody and the victim is going to 
be OK.

The offenders assaulted the victim 
at the station, 1167 S. State, and tried 
to take his bag around 7 a.m. They 
then pushed him from the platform 
onto the tracks, causing him to suffer 
facial bleeding and an injured hand.

He was able to climb off the tracks 
and keep possession of his bag.

According to the victim, the at-
tackers are a white male in his 20’s 
who stands 5’-9” tall and wore a white 
hoodie with a design on its front; a 
black female in her 20’s who weighs 
about 300 lbs and wore a camouflage 
hoodie; and a 6’-tall black male who 
wore a black hoodie.

An ambulance transported the  
victim to Mercy Hospital for  
treatment. Area Central detectives  

are investigating.

Teens charged with committing 
three armed robberies

It turns out there’s a more to the 
story of the 16-year-old boy who pros-
ecutors charged last week with com-
mitting three armed robberies with a 
handgun since Mar. 24.

Back in October, prosecutors 
charged him with a long list of felo-
nies, including two robberies and gun 
possession. But, the county decided 
to release him from custody to await 
trial.

Police arrested the teen Monday 
afternoon on the 900 block of N. Cam-
bridge a few minutes after he alleg-
edly displayed a handgun and robbed 
a 39-year-old man on the 1300 block 
of W. Chicago.

He was carrying a 9-millimeter 
handgun when police arrested him, 
officers said.

Detectives quickly connected the 
boy to the armed robberies of 7-Elev-
en stores in Lincoln Park and Little 
Italy on Mar. 24.

Prosecutors charged him with 
three felony counts of armed robbery 
with a firearm, felony unlawful use of 
a weapon, and misdemeanor posses-
sion of 30 to 100 grams of marijuana.

Now, we have confirmed through 
two sources that the teenager contin-
ues to await trial for a host of felony 
charges that prosecutors filed against 
him last autumn.

Among the felonies he’s been fac-
ing since October: robbery of two 
stores, unlawful possession of a hand-
gun, possession of a stolen motor ve-
hicle, and aggravated fleeing.

Authorities decided to released him 
from custody to await trial. He appar-
ently took full advantage of his sec-
ond chance to get another gun and 
commit even more armed robberies.

Boystown’s infamous burglar 
 back in custody  
after breaking into another home

Ryan Brandis may be the subject of 
more crime blotter stories than any 
other person in years. 

He has gone to prison for breaking 
into an untold number of apartment 
building laundry and bike rooms 
around Lakeview and Uptown. Then, 
the state released him from prison 
early. And he quickly wound up back 
in custody.

That’s how he got a nickname as 
the “In-And-Out Burglar” because he 

Yasmine Parker

WANTED

Jerry Brown
On April 1, Chicago police released 

images of a suspect in an attack and 
robbery of a 66-year-old woman 
at the Clark-Lake Blue Line station 
downtown.

On March 31 the man stepped onto 
an elevator at the train station with 
the victim and then demanded her 
valuables and fought with her for con-
trol of her purse around 1:30 p.m.

According to the victim, the of-
fender posed as a security guard. She 
said he is black, about 60-years-old, 
and wore a dark longer-length coat. 
He either wore a gray hat or had gray 
hair, she reported. The victim declined 
medical attention.

The Clark-Lake CTA hub, located 
inside the James R. Thompson Cen-

Suspect sought in attack, robbery  
of 66-year-old woman on downtown train

Police said this man attacked and robbed a woman on an elevator at the 
Clark-Lake Blue Line station.

ter, is usually bustling with activity 
because it serves six of the transit 
agency’s train lines. But CTA traffic 
is down sharply during the novel 
coronavirus outbreak and the 
Thompson Center building itself 
has been closed since Mar. 16.

Police said on April 1 that the of-
fender struck the woman several 
times before taking her money and 
debit card from the purse. He then 
fled onto Lake St. The victim said 
the man posed as some type of 
security officer, according to a CPD 
report.

Anyone with information about 
the crime can contact Area Central 
detectives at 312-747-8380 regard-
ing case JD-198999.



inside Publications aPril 8 - aPril 14, 2020 • 9

by D.M. heRe
Cook County Record

a gun dealer’s claim that the 
city of Chicago deprived him of 
more than $1 million in profits 
fell flat March 10 when a federal 
judge ruled the calculation fell 
“somewhere between optimism 
and speculation.”

While Second amendment 
arms cannot reasonably sue for 
lost profits, it may still qualify for 
nominal damages, U.S. District 
Court Judge Robert M. Dow Jr. 
said. The suit also remains alive 
on a different count, in which 
Second amendment arms is 
joined by gun owner Tony kole 
in opposing the city’s ban on laser 
sights.

Dow ordered the parties to pro-
vide additional briefing on the 
laser-sight ban by March 31, call-
ing the initial briefs “limited” and 
“thin.”

“given the gravity of the issue, 
the court believes everyone – the 
parties, the court and the individ-
uals whose rights are at stake – 
would be better served by a more 
robust explanation of the parties’ 
position and the applicable law,” 
Dow wrote.

The plaintiffs allege the city’s 
ban on sales or ownership of laser 
sights is unconstitutional.

Dow also questioned the qual-
ity of the evidence introduced on 
the ban – both sides submitted 
little more than newspaper ar-
ticles to support their positions. 
Dow directed attorneys for both 
sides to explain whether and why 
the court should consider this evi-
dence.

Dow also ordered attorneys 
for R. Joseph Franzese, owner 
of Second amendment arms, to 
provide additional briefing on the 
subject of nominal damages in 
his suit against the city for profits 
he says he lost to a separate ordi-
nance that has been declared un-
constitutional.

Franzese, a self-employed bar-
ber, sold firearms as a suburban 
side business for several years be-

Would-be owner of Chicago gun stores  
can’t argue city owes $1M  

for unconstitutional gun control ordinance
fore applying for a Chicago busi-
ness license in 2010. Franzese 
said his plan was to open five gun 
stores within 18 months, but he 
was derailed by a city ordinance 
banning the sale of firearms in 
the city limits. The ban was en-
acted in 2010 and overturned in 
2014 as unconstitutional. he sued 
the city in 2010.

Were it not for the city ban, 
Franzese said, he would have 
turned a profit of more than $1 
million over those four years. he 
offered testimony from econo-
mist Robert Southwick to support 
his claim, but Dow found their 
methods of calculating the profits 
unreasonably optimistic.

Franzese kept no documenta-
tion of his sales prior to 2010 and 
could not give a historic estimate 
of the profits from his business. 
he did not write a business plan 
for his five-store concept until 
10 months after applying for the 
business license – months after he 
said he wanted the first two stores 
open. The plan did not account for 
real estate, insurance, construc-
tion, inventory or payroll, accord-

ing to court documents.
Southwick’s estimates of lost 

profits assumed Franzese had 
“significant capital” to open the 
stores, though Franzese had never 
spoken to banks or investors about 
acquiring capital. Southwick also 
assumed the stores would be im-
mediately profitable, with no data 
to support the assumption.

“Southwick assumes the very 
thing he must prove, profitabil-
ity,” Dow wrote. “The record 
provides little factual foundation 
for assuming Saa’s profitabil-
ity, or even its existence. …The 
source of his … assumption was 
somewhere between optimism 
and speculation, neither of which 
is a reliable basis for an expert’s 
methodology.”

Without the aid of his expert 
testimony, Frazese is unable to 
establish lost profits with any rea-
sonable certainty, the court ruled. 
Since Franzese did not even meet 
with investors or research real 
estate costs, Dow expressed skep-
ticism that the store could even 
have launched successfully, much 
less have turned a profit.

it is possible Franzese could 
still be eligible for nominal dam-
ages if he can prove his Second 
amendment rights were violated 
by the overturned ban. Dow or-
dered Second amendment arms’ 
attorneys to submit a brief ar-
guing for nominal damages by 
March 31.

Photo courtesy Facebook

Ravenswood’s koVaL Distill-
ery has heeded a call put out by 
illinois leaders and have convert-
ed their plants from making whis-
keys and specialty spirits into the 
production of hand sanitizer.

That decision led to a plan 
that created a product, funded its 
manufacture and distributed large 
amounts of the liquid to nursing 
homes, hospitals and first re-
sponders at no charge. 

The effort was bolstered by a 
gofundme campaign that is right 
now just a few thousand dollars 
short of $70,000. 

The containers of hand sanitiz-
er will reach thousands of users 
through the help of partners such 
as local politicians and organiza-
tions like Medspeed and Chicago 
beyond. Local brewers have also 
aided in the process including 
growler donations from ham-
burger Mary’s Chicago to bottle 
and beer to distill from Temper-

Drink the gin,  
but don’t drink the hand sanitizer

ance beer Co. and Urban Renew-
al brewery.

The product has been deliv-
ered to the Chicago Police Dept., 
o’hare air traffic controllers, 
the howard brown health Cen-
ter, The Friendship Center, Night 
Ministry, The ark, Common 
Pantry, UCaN, Deborah’s Place, 
Sarah’s Circle, advocate Christ, 
Cook County Sheriff’s office, 
ambulance companies, countless 
hospitals, and police and fire-
fighters in the Chicago area.

koVaL, 5121 N. Ravenswood 
ave., has been working with city 
officials and the bureau of alco-
hol and Tobacco and Firearms to 
lift the restrictions and taxes al-
lowing them to pivot to the new 
product. They now have that ap-
proval and have produced over 
1,000 gallons of sanitizer made 
from a mix of ethanol, water, glyc-
erine, and hydrogen peroxide.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE

2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC
5450 N. DAMEN  (at Rascher)         

BEST KEPT SECRET
SUPER CAR WASH 

Business hours changed?
Offering curb-side service?
Now offering delivery service?

Advertise with us. Get the word out. 
Call 773-465-9700.

How will customers know?

Chicago Public Schools has 
updated meal pick-up site lo-
cations during Spring break 
and after. 

on the North Side, those 
locations include McCutch-
eon elementary School, 4865 
N. Sheridan Rd.; armstrong, 
2110 W. greenleaf; New 
Field, 1707 W. Morse ave., 
kilmer, 6700 N. greenview 
ave.; Mather, 5835 N. Lin-
coln ave.; Lasalle, 1734 N. 

New free meal pick-up locations
orleans St.; Payton high, 1034 
N. Wells St.; Lane Tech, 2501 
W. addison St.; Clinton, 6110 
N. Fairfield, and 

after Spring break, the fol-
lowing schools will be meal 
pick-up sites: hayt elemen-
tary School, 1518 W. gran-
ville; McCutcheon elementa-
ry School; Peirce elementary 
School, 1423 W. bryn Mawr; 
and Swift elementary School, 
5900 N. Winthrop.

R. Joseph Franzese kept 
no documentation of his 
sales prior to 2010 and 

could not give a historic 
estimate of the profits 

from his business. 
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passengers a much higher fare. John Coyne, 
co-owner of american Taxi company, said 
his company “charged a small fraction” 
as a dispatch fee to drivers. he said their 
rate is around 8% to 11% in comparison to 
Uber and Lyft’s rate of 25% to 28%. Taxis 
also typically have a standard tipping rate 
of between 15% to 20% in the U.S.

When Uber launched in 2011, they told 
riders that fares included tips for drivers. 
harry Campbell, founder of the Rideshare 
guy blog, said Uber at the time was paying 
drivers three to four times more than what 
they are now. When drivers’ wages started 
to decline, many of them complained they 
were not receiving their tips and wanted 
passengers to tip them directly. but in 2015, 
Uber published a blog post that said they 
were reluctant to introduce tipping because 
individuals could have a bias towards tip-
ping certain genders or races.

Two years ago, Uber introduced “180 
days of change,” a program where the com-
pany made changes and improvements for 
drivers, including the introduction of tip-
ping. Campbell said he believed Uber was 
responding to the deteriorating relationship 
the company was having with drivers about 
low pay.

Some ride-hail drivers said the tips have 
helped boost their cut, but they also said 
that many riders tip little to nothing.

“Customer service is something that we 
bring to the rideshare,” said Susan arnold, 
a 65-year-old full-time Uber driver, adding 
that she receives tips from about 30% of 
her passengers, which she believes is 
more than most.

Matt, a full-time Uber driver from 
Chicago, said he receives tips from 
roughly 20% of his riders and the 
amounts varied widely.

“[Tipping] is nowhere near other 
service industries or even the taxi in-
dustry [receive], where almost every 
single taxi is tipped in some way at 
least in the U.S.,” Matt said.

a recent working paper from the 
National bureau of economic Re-
search found during a four-week 
study that 60% of riders did not tip. 
The study was developed in partnership 
with Uber and examined societal influ-
ences in tipping.

bharat Chandar, a Ph.D. student at Stan-
ford Univ. and a former Uber employee in-
volved in the study, said part of the reason 
for the low tipping was likely because Uber 
gave riders the option to tip after they have 
finished the ride.

“in taxis, typically while you’re paying 
for the trip, you’re basically right in front 
of the taxi driver,” said Chandar. “Social 
pressure from being in front of the person 
you’re tipping could influence tip rates on 
taxis [in contrast to ride-hails].”

Some ride-hail drivers said an ability to 
see the fare and choose whether to accept 
or decline the ride would provide them with 
more control over their income. by being 
able to select fares, drivers would be able to 
make informed decisions instead of relying 
on tips to subsidize undesirable fares.

“if everyone across the board on the app 
was given the information to make better 

decisions, it would help everyone,” said 
Marcy, the full-time ride-hail driver.

both Uber and Lyft allow drivers to de-
cline rides, but Marcy said they feel pres-
sured to accept most of them because the 
algorithm would punish the drivers by of-
fering them fewer rides and bonuses.

Marcy said she has even tested her the-
ory about the algorithm with other drivers 
and passengers. During one of her fares a 
passenger arrived at a restaurant only to re-
alize it was closed. The passenger request-
ed another journey but was assigned to a 
driver a few minutes away even though she 
was still inside Marcy’s car.

“They penalize me by docking me in 
my acceptance rate, which therefore docks 
me in what tier i can move up in, which 
therefore docks what kinds of rides i get 
assigned to me,” Marcy said. “it’s a vicious 
cycle.”

Uber and Lyft did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

gig workers in other industries besides 
ride-hailing have faced similar problems. 
Workers for food delivery services such 
as Postmates and DoorDash, and odd 
job platforms like TaskRabbit have com-
plained about issues such as low pay and 
lack of transparency even as their employ-
ers receive millions of dollars in funding to 
secure dominance in the growing industry.

The european Union has taken a partic-
ularly strong stance on the lack of transpar-
ency for platform gig working, introducing 
a new law that guarantees gig workers cer-
tain rights such as increased transparency. 

earlier this year, the California legisla-
ture passed a law that set a higher standard 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
ABS LOAN TRUST V
Plaintiff,
-v.-
IRENE D. PIETRUCZYK AKA IRENE PIETRUC-
ZYK, NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC, HOLLY-
WOOD TOWERS CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION
Defendants
18 CH 07521
5701 N. SHERIDAN RD., UNIT 6K
CHICAGO, IL 60660
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on December 9, 2019, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 13, 2020, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell 
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 5701 N. SHERIDAN RD., 
UNIT 6K, CHICAGO, IL 60660
Property Index No. 14-05-407-017-1248
The real estate is improved with a residential con-
dominium.
The judgment amount was $37,814.56.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be 
accepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale 
fee for the Abandoned Residential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential 
real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, 
is due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall 
be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential 
real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or 
by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in 
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the 
sale. The subject property is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confir-
mation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 

SPECIALIZED LOAN SERVICING LLC
Plaintiff,
-v.-
DARIUSZ GLAB MARCHAJ, 555 WEST ALDINE 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC., ILLINOIS 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS
Defendants
2018 CH 10528
561 WEST ALDINE AVENUE UNIT 2
CHICAGO, IL 60657
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on May 7, 2019, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on April 
21, 2020, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, One 
South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell at a 
public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth below, 
the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 561 WEST ALDINE AVENUE 
UNIT 2, CHICAGO, IL 60657
Property Index No. 14-21-312-048-1019
The real estate is improved with a condominium 
within low-rise with no garage.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judicial 
Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee 
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality 
Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential real 
estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction 
thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to 
exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be 
paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real 
estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by 
any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in 
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the 
sale. The subject property is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 

of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, HEAVNER, BEYERS & MIHLAR, 
LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 111 East Main Street, DE-
CATUR, IL, 62523 (217) 422-1719. Please refer to 
file number 323467.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
HEAVNER, BEYERS & MIHLAR, LLC
111 East Main Street
DECATUR IL, 62523
217-422-1719
Fax #: 217-422-1754
E-Mail: CookPleadings@hsbattys.com
Attorney File No. 323467
Attorney Code. 40387
Case Number: 18 CH 07521
TJSC#: 39-7790
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 18 CH 07521
I3148718
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION

mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC Plain-
tiff's Attorneys, One North Dearborn Street, Suite 
1200, Chicago, IL, 60602. Tel No. (312) 346-9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC
One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200
Chicago IL, 60602
312-346-9088
E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com
Attorney File No. 267327
Attorney ARDC No. 61256
Attorney Code. 61256
Case Number: 2018 CH 10528
TJSC#: 40-1549
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2018 CH 10528
I3148783
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Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC; 
Plaintiff,
vs. 
CHICAGO TITLE LAND TRUST COMPANY, AS 
SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO LASALLE BANK 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS SUCCESSOR 
TRUSTEE TO AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK & 
TRUST COMPANY OF CHICAGO AS  TRUSTEE 
UNDER A TRUST AGREEMENT DATED APRIL 
16, 1984 AND KNOWN AS TRUST NUMBER 
60669; STREETERVILLE CENTER CONDOMINI-
UM ASSOCIATION; BANKFINANCIAL, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION AS S/I/I TO SUCCESS NATIONAL 
BANK; JOHN MARKAY; UNKNOWN BENEFICIA-
RIES OF CHICAGO LAND TRUST COMPANY, 
AS TRUSTEE TO LASALLE BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO 
AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK & TRUST COM-
PANY OF CHICAGO, AS TRUSTEE UNDER A 
TRUST AGREEMENT DATED APRIL 16, 1984 
AND KNOWN AS TRUST NUMBER 60669; UN-
KNOWN BENEFICIARIES OF CHICAGO TITLE 
LAND TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE UN-
DER THE PROVISIONS OF A CERTAIN TRUST 
AGREEMENT DATED JANUARY 26,2011 AND 
KNOWN AS TRUST NUMBER 8002356492; 
CHICAGO TITLE LAND TRUST COMPANY AS 
TRUSTEE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF A 
CERTAIN TRUST AGREEMENT DATED JANU-
ARY 26, 2011 AND KNOWN AS TRUST NUMBER 
8002356492; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON 
RECORD CLAIMANTS;
Defendants,
19 CH 11378
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial 
Sales Corporation will on Tuesday, May 19, 2020 
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West 
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, sell 
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 17-10-203-027-1009 and 17-10-203-027-
1010.
Commonly known as 233 East Erie Street, Units 
909 & 910, Chicago, IL 60611.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with a con-
dominium residence. The purchaser of the unit oth-
er than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)
(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, 
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The 

property will NOT be open for inspection.
For information call Law Clerk at Plaintiff's Attorney, 
The Wirbicki Law Group, 33 West Monroe Street, 
Chicago, Illinois 60603. (312) 360-9455. W19-0527
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3149851
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.; 
Plaintiff,
vs. 
HAROLD L JOHNS; OZ PARK GARDENS CON-
DOMINIUM ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON RECORD
CLAIMANTS;
Defendants,
19 CH 8874
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales 
Corporation will on Wednesday, April 29, 2020 
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West 
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, sell 
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 14-33-121-080-1078.
Commonly known as 2036 N. Larrabee St, Apt. 
8106, Chicago, IL 60614.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with a con-
dominium residence. The purchaser of the unit other 
than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)
(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, 
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The 
property will NOT be open for inspection.
For information call Ms. Kimberly S. Reid at Plain-
tiff's Attorney, Marinosci Law Group, PC, 134 North 
LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois 60602. (312) 940-
8580. 19-07007
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3148548
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your cooking spaces, and approach leftover 
meals.

The coronavirus pandemic has many 
consumers afraid for their families, friends, 
and own personal well-being. 

Most cooked foods are high-moisture, 
and there’s no safe way to remove the mold 
and all of its spores from the food if it ap-
pears. With meat, it’s especially common 
for mold to be present alongside harmful 
bacteria, so even if you see just a small spot 
of mold, it could be a sign of a more dan-
gerous contamination.

SToP is optimistic that certain preven-
tative measures can be taken to counter-
act foodborne illness during this sensitive 
time.

if you think you have been sickened from 
food, reference their webpage, and contact 
your local health professional.

SToP is the only national nonprofit pub-
lic health organization whose mission is 
to support and engage people directly im-
pacted by foodborne illness and mobilize 
them to help prevent illness and death by 
driving change through advocacy, collabo-
ration and innovation. For more informa-
tion visit https://stopfoodborneillness.org.
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in classifying individuals as employees. 
The bill had been introduced after the 
California Supreme Court ruled that com-
panies must meet three requirements to de-
termine whether workers were classed as 
employees or independent contractors. For 
example, workers must perform tasks with-
out the direction of the company and the 
tasks must be separate from the company’s 
business activities.

Uber fought the legislation heavily and 
in January responded to the implementa-
tion by introducing new features that would 
help ensure that drivers were considered 
contractors, not employees. The features 

included the ability for drivers to see 
the estimated fare and decline rides 
without it affecting their status. The 
company also capped its service fee 
at 25%.

During the fourth quarter earnings 
call last month, Dara khosrowshahi 
said that early feedback from driv-
ers on the changes in California had 
been very positive and that the com-
pany had rolled out the features to be 
very clear about their position as a 
platform.

“The question is, who is that lan-
guage for?” said Mike Ramsey, se-

nior automotive research director at gart-
ner. “The cynical part of me says that when 
you put language like that out there, the 
designation is not so much for the people 
who are using the platform as it is for the 
regulators or lawyers.”

Ramsey said the companies want to be 
viewed as a technology platform, but the 
reality is that many drivers rely on the plat-
form much in the same way the rely on an 
employer. he said Uber will likely choose 
to roll out similar features in other cities 
unless the trial in California fails.

Still, drivers are hoping the features will 
be introduced in Chicago. Until then, driv-
ers like Matt, rely on the public becoming 
better informed about the way companies 
control their pay structure.

“The market between the driver and 
Uber is one thing and the market between 
the rider and Uber is another thing and 
what the rider pays has virtually nothing 
to do with what the drivers getting,” Matt 
said.

“Customer service is something  
that we bring to the rideshare,” said  

Susan Arnold, a 65-year-old full-time 
Uber driver, adding that she receives 

tips from about 30% of her passengers, 
which she believes is more than most.

Matt, a full-time Uber driver  
from Chicago, said he receives tips  

from roughly 20% of his riders  
and the amounts varied widely.
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First Impressions Count!
SHOE SHINE DIRECT

Simple...

FREE  
Pick-Up & 
Delivery

• We’ll Pick-Up Your Shoes
• We’ll Clean Them
• We’ll Shine Them
• We’ll Call, Text or Email  

When They’re Ready &  
Deliver Them Back to You!

Call 773-307-2154
or 773-392-3388

SHOE 
MAINTENANCE

PLUMBING

773-724-9272
jblantonplumbing.com

5126 N. Ravenswood Ave.

We’re Local & Offer 24-Hour 
Emergency Service. 

Best Warranties in the Industry!

Let Our Family  
Take Care of Yours   

With Any PLUMBING,  
DRAIN or SEWER NUISANCE!

CLASSIFIEDS
Adoption

Pregnant? Considering Adoption?  We help with food, 
housing, medical, counseling, etc.  You can relocate.  
Choose adoptive family for your baby.  We’re friendly, 
caring, completely confidential. Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Expenses Paid. 
Nationwide Agency. Talk With Us 24/7. 866-716-
3041. Online Chat. Online Application. www.onetrue-
gift.com. Text 515-778-2341.

Auctions
State of Illinois Surplus Property Online Auction - 
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment, 
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much 
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Autos Wanted
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!  All Makes/Models 
2002-2019! Any Condition. Running or Not. Top 
$$$ Paid! Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-985-1806

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled - it doesn’t matter! Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-844-294-
2531

Business Opportunities
America’s #1 Home Based Business! Up to $20k/
mo. Perfect for Introverts, Never Call Anyone, Text 
“INFO” 800-343-6297 or Call for Prerecorded Msg

Cars For Sale
1998 Dodge RV V2500 V8, 318CID, 120K miles, 
lots of new, some rust. Needs front bumper $6998. 
Call John 773-818-0808

Collectibles
POSTAGE STAMP SHOW Westin Hotel 400 Park 
Blvd Itasca IL November 22-24 Hours Fri  Sat 10-6 
Sun 10-4 Free Parking and Admission Info at www.
Chicagopex.org

Commercial Space
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 700 sq. 
ft.; 1,000 sq. ft. & 1,100 sq. ft. Three-year lease @ 
$15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven funds. 
773-772-0808 please leave message.

Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH.  FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE.  CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING – Get FAA Tech-
nician certification. Approved for military benefits.  
Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204

Help Wanted. Paid Daily. No Experience Needed. 
Full Details Go To: www.BestEasyWork.com/
bamidan

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at 
home for a career as a Medical Office Professional 
at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.com 

Education/Career Training
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands 
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment
Preschool – ECE Teachers

Rewarding experience.
Cross-Cultural Learning

BA ECE Level 5 or
Infant Toddler Level 5
Good pay & benefits

BridgeInternationalSchool.org   773-989-7433

Employment - Drivers
FALL INTO A GREAT NEW CAREER AT TTI! 
$1600 Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS 
*Flatbed *Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26% 
Gross Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/
Reefer. Full benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insur-
ance, 6 paid Holidays, + Industry leading Driver 
Bonus Program! Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth 
or Mike at TTI Inc. 1-800-222-5732 Apply online 
ttitrucking.com

WARM UP WITH A NEW CAREER AT TTI! $1600 
Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS *Flatbed  
*Step Deck  *Van  *LTL Reefer.  Pay is 26% Gross 
Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/Reefer. Full 
benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insurance, 6 paid 
Holidays + Industry leading Driver Bonus Program! 
Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth or Mike at TTI 
Inc 1-800-222-5732  Apply online ttitrucking.com

Financial
ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

For Sale
Blueberries - Certified Organic - Seasonal U-Pick 
and Pre-Picked, Year-round frozen - Clean fields, 
easy picking, Northwest Indiana, easy access off 
80/90. Check us out at www.BlueberryRanch.com

Gun/Hunting Gear
GUN SHOW: October 11-13. Union Grove Fair-
grounds, 19805 Durand Ave, Union Grove, WI. Fri 
3-8pm, Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm. $7 (under 14 
FREE) Buy/Sell, 608-752-6677 www.bobandrocco.
com

Health
FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or GARDENERS, 
did you or a loved one use Roundup Weed Killer 
and were diagnosed with NON-HODGKINS LYM-
PHOMA (Cancer)?  You may be entitled to com-
pensation.  Call Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

Health/Fitness
GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Help Wanted/Employment
Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related 
req.  Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. , 
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire,  IL 60069.

Hiring Lice Technicians, full/ part time. No experi-
ence needed, paid training. Reliable, independent 
individuals with attention to details, and good with 
children. 
Make $14-20/ hour. Pick the time you can work (2-4 
blocks of hours for appointments). 
Contact us to schedule an interview!
Hair Butterflies, Lice Removal Clinic
1440 N Kingsbury St. Suite 125 
Chicago, IL 60642
312-374-3240

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL 
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121 
drive4stevens.com

$500+ Paid Daily The Easy Way. Go To: www.Paid-
DailyGroup.com

Home Improvements
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save 
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old 
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539
NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Empire TodayÆ to 
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Janitorial
Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON 
AREAS CLEANING• OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING • POWER WASHING - SNOW 
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.generalcleaningchicago.com

Legal Services
NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the Illinois State Bar Association Illinois 
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855 
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Medical Misc.
Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!  Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery.  
Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior 
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Miscellaneous, cont.
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! 
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop your home from foreclo-
sure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your High-Speed In-
ternet Thing. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per month. Ask us how to 
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. 
Call us today 1-833-707-0984

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed 
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR 
!  Stream 1000’s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call 
for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-855-404-2366

Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Com-
pany, out of state move $799 Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on your Long distance move. 
1-844-452-1706

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for [350 ] procedures. Call 1-877-308-
2834 for details. www.dental50plus.com/cadnet 
6118-0219

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company for details. NOT just a discount 
plan, REAL coverage for 350 procedures.888-623-
3036 or http://www.dental50plus.com/58

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help get you approved! No money out of pockets! 
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may 
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, 
NO risk! We’ve recovered millions. Let us help you!! 
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/month. Se-
lect All-Included Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR 
Upgrade. Premium movie channels, FREE for 3 
mos! Call 1-855-781-1565

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today 
for $100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some restrictions 
apply)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-402-0373

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels & 
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt l Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice 
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months. 
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with AT&T 
Next® and AT&T Next Every Year;  $250 Gift Card 
for Switching to AT&T! (*Requires well-qualified 
credit. Limits & restrictions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER! Fast, Effec-
tive Treatment. Available: Hardware Stores, Home 
Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down 
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention 
88272 for a risk free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting at 
$49.99/mo! Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease customers! Limited Time, 
Call 1-855-973-9254

• Welder Generator

• Rodding Machine Tools

• Rigid Threading Machine

• Tank Torch Set

• Cutting Torch Tank Set     

• Woodworking Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED • CHEAP

773-818-0808

Miscellaneous, cont.
Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be 
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed. 
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies 
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

!! OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World 
Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for 
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second 
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited 
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-652-9304 or 
visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/national

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-481-3969 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.com/national

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS**  Give 
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now 
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD 
& brochure!  1-866-471-1334

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give 
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or 
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and  Leukemia may 
result from RoundUp exposure.  A recent $2 billion 
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.  
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your 
RoundUp case today.

Motorcycles
TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES! 
1900-1980 Dead or Alive 888-800-1932 or 920-
371-0494

Real Estate For Sale
TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT $34,900 BANK OR-
DERED SALE MASSIVE LAKE Dockable acreage 
on Kentucky Lake. Way under market value. RV 
ready. 888-386-9446 https://tnlandings.com/Of-
fered by Waters Edge Properties Inc - Broker

Recycling
Interested in helping the environment, those less 
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990, 
offers recycling service as well as:  Used plastic 
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric. 
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210  Email: 
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Sporting Goods
BADGER MILITARY COLLECTIBLE & MILITARY 
FIREARMS SHOW: August 2&3, Waukesha Expo 
Forum, 1000 Northview Rd., Waukesha, WI. Fri 
3pm-8pm, Sat 9am-4pm. $8. 608-752-6677 www.
bobandrocco.com

Training/Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy
FREON WANTED:  We pay CA$H for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Certi-
fied Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 or visit Refrig-
erantFinders.com 

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLEC-
TOR. ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT 
COKE MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES. 
I PAY CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184. 

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer 
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics 
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201

CELL 847-749-8227
773-854-9682

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

DADRASS
PAINTING

• FREE ESTIMATES •

KITCHEN & BATH  
REMODELING

DADRASSPAINTING@YAHOO.COM

PAINTING

WALLPAPER  
PAINTING

by David
773-969-0766

&

BATHTUBS

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

877-381-3271
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/network

Walk-In Tubs

  Backed by American Standard’s 140 years of experience
  Ultra low entry for easy entering & exiting
  Patented Quick Drain® Technology
  Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND installation, 
INCLUDING labor backed by American Standard

  44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

FREE!
Savings Include an American 
Standard Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

ASBESTOS/HEALTH

News 
tips?

Call 773-465-9700 

Confidentiality 
guaranteed

Have something on your mind  
about your community?
Write a Letter To The Editor at:
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com

For all personal  
protective equipment 
(PPE) donations, email 

PPE.donations 
@illinois.gov.   

For health questions 
about COVID-19,  
call the hotline at  

1-800-889-3931 or email 
dph.sick@illinois.gov.

PPE  
donations

Ticket enforcement on compliance-related viola-
tions, including City Stickers and Residential Parking 
Permits, will be suspended until April 30. The City 
will also be waiving late fees and back charges on 
City Stickers during this time.

The Office of the City Clerk will be waiving late 
fees and back charges on City Stickers through April 
30 for residents whose stickers were up for renewal 
in January, February or March 2020. These dates 
may be extended should the Office of the City Clerk 
be closed past April 30. Submit any questions to ez-
buy@cityofchicago.org.

City Sticker wavers
You must first have a lot of patience  
to learn to have patience. — Stanislaw Jerzy Lec
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"Bravo for Theater On The Lake's restaurant,
The Lakefront, helmed by Chef Cleetus Friedman."

- Crain's Chicago Business

(312)414-1313 • 2401 N Lake Shore Drive • www.theateronthelake.com (312)414-1313 • 2401 N Lake Shore Drive • www.theateronthelake.com

R E S T A U R A N T

JANITORIAL

773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Choice
BBB A+ Rating 
SNOW REMOVAL 

COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING • CARPET CLEANING  

POWER WASHING

city council itself have gotten to hear their 
applications as city hall - for all practical 
matters - is now closed for business.

the city council and other government 
agencies have been forced in recent weeks 
to focus on covid-19 related issues, ap-
parently pushing a number of other issues 
including the licensing of new cannabis 
dispensaries on the back burner. Once they 
re-open attention may be focussed instead 
on planning for a second outbreak, boost-
ing the crippled economy and dealing with 
general insolvency of the city, county and 
state.

cresco labs, which already operates five 
dispensaries in the state, hopes to open five 
more, including one in the Gold coast area. 
another contender, Pharmacann, operates 
four stores in the state, with plans to open 
two more in the city – one in logan Square 
and another on the Near North Side. One 
needs an Ok by the city council for a zon-
ing change and both need approval by the 
ZBa before anything can happen.

two other companies’ requests were tor-
pedoed by ald. Brian hopkins [2nd] during 
separate community meetings. One of the 
companies, Verilife (Pharmacann llc) 
wanted to open shop at 12-14 W. Maple St. 
while Sunnyside* (PDi Medical iii) was 
eyeing a location at 21-29 W. Division.

in a letter to constituents sent out the 
next day, hopkins said his office received 

changes from p. 1 “hundreds of e-mails, letters, phone calls 
and walk-ins,” adding he will oppose put-
ting cannabis dispensaries at either of the 
proposed locations, citing residents’ con-
cerns about crime, location, and increased 
congestion in that particular Gold coast 
neighborhood.

ald. hopkins said he intends to “voice 
my opposition to those applications” next 
time it comes up at the Zoning Board of 
appeals whenever that happens.

illinois now has 55 medical marijuana 
dispensaries, and when recreational sales 
began, all were able to apply to sell rec-
reational marijuana from their existing 
storefronts and apply for a license to open 
a second shop.

So far, about 50 marijuana stores around 
the state have received all needed local and 
state approvals to sell recreational weed. 
they have sold about $110 million worth of 
legal weed since New years Day, but some 
have now stopped selling recreational weed 
due to the pandemic.

We may be keeping our distance but the 
music continues for many piano students 
and teachers who have turned to online 
teaching during the cOViD-19 pandemic.

Julie lovison of the lake Shore Music 
Studio on the North Side has been working 
with her students via iPhone and iPad us-
ing Facetime and Skype.

“it’s just great that this technology is 
available,” said lovison, the past President 
of chicago area Music teachers associa-
tion [caMt]. “i’m so happy to see the fac-
es of my students and be able to hear what 
they have been practicing. a side benefit 
already has been one former student who 
called to take an online lesson because she 
is feeling like she has more time now to 
devote to piano playing. traditionally we 
would be competing with soccer practice, 
little league and other sports this time of 
year so it’s nice to have a chance for those 
kids with split loyalties in regard to their 
activities to have some time to concentrate 
on music.”

Many parents are desperate to have a 
structured activity for their children that 
they do not have to plan or necessarily 
supervise themselves these days, and the 
benefit continues as students take time to 
practice between lessons.  

Music teachers turn to online lessons

also playing music provides children 
and adults stress relief. “it’s a natural out-
let to express inner emotions and offers a 
diversion from the often grim news reports 
people are getting on tV and the internet,” 
said lovison.

the caMt was to hold their annual 
conference in March at the Marriott on 
Michigan ave. but that was cancelled. like 
most every public gathering has been. lo-
vison would normally have been on hand to 
represent the robert Pace Piano approach 

(Left) Julie Lovison talks with her piano student via iPad. (Right) Young piano student works 
on an electric keyboard at home.

as a local consultant and teacher trainer. 
the caMt has pledged to make a number 
of their planned training sessions available 
to teachers via the organization’s website.

lovison who typically uses a group pi-
ano teaching method has been exploring 
various additional popular video platforms 
such as Zoom which allows for multiple 
cameras and more participants, with the 
hope that her students will be able to get 
back to having personal interaction with 
each other including some musical games 

and a chance to comment and critique one 
another’s performances.

“i am certainly not the only one doing 
this,” she said. ”a number of my colleagues 
have been sharing best practices via social 
media.”  

One family reported to lovison that 
one child was taking a piano lesson with 
her downstairs while her sibling was tak-
ing an online violin lesson with another 
teacher upstairs. “We are all learning to 
adapt. the upside of this experience for me 
is being able to take the opportunity to get 
up-to-speed on remote teaching technolo-
gies while my students and i continue to 
stay connected and enjoy making music 
together.”

Federal low-income housing tax cred-
its were awarded to the lawson house on 
March 30 for a high-rise residential build-
ing at 30 W. chicago ave.

the 23-story art Deco lawson house 
former yMca Building now offers 400 
affordable apartments. completed in 1934, 
lawson house yMca was designed by 
Perkins, chatten & hammond. 

the low income housing tax credit is 
a dollar-for-dollar federal tax credit for af-
fordable housing investments. it was cre-
ated under the tax reform act of 1986 
and gives incentives for the utilization of 
private equity in the development of af-
fordable housing aimed at low-income 
americans. the program is administered 
at the state level by state housing finance 
agencies with each state getting a fixed al-
location of credits based on its population.

typically the tax credits are auctioned 
off to wealthy investors who use them to 
lower their own taxes. the proceeds of the 
sale are then used by developers to lever-
age more lending on their projects.

“We know it’s important to save the 
structures we have if we can. One thing 
that we’re excited about is that we were 
able in this round to preserve our single 

Federal low-income housing  
tax credits awarded to Lawson YMCA

Photo courtesy of  
www.ChicagoArchitecture.info

largest single-room-occupancy building 
in the city of chicago. that’s the lawson 
house. that’s an example of a preserva-
tion deal that matters a lot to us,” hous-
ing commissioner Marisa Novara told the 
chicago Sun-times.

Many parents are desperate to 
have a structured activity for 

their children that they do not 
have to plan or necessarily  

supervise themselves these days, 
and the benefit continues as 

students take time to practice 
between lessons.  

Ald. Hopkins said he intends to 
“voice my opposition  

to those applications”  
next time it comes up at the 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
whenever that happens.


