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Ten individuals are facing 
criminal charges as part of a fed-
eral investigation that disrupted a 
Mexico-to-Streeterville cocaine 
pipeline.

During the investigation, law 
enforcement seized approximate-
ly 18 kilograms of cocaine and 
more than $300,000 in suspected 
illicit drug proceeds. The alleged 
drug trafficking occurred in the 
South Loop and Streeterville 
neighborhoods.

The indictments were returned 
May 6 in U.S. District Court in 
Chicago.  Two of the defendants 
remain at large, and warrants 
have been issued for their ar-
rests. Arraignments for the other 
eight defendants have not yet 
been scheduled.

The charges describe several 
drug transactions last year in 
Chicago and the suburbs. One of 
the deals occurred in a high-rise 
parking garage in the Streeterville 
neighborhood on Chicago’s Near 
North Side, while another oc-
curred in a parking garage in the 
South Loop neighborhood on the 
city’s Near South Side, according 
to the charges.  Other transactions 
cited in the charges occurred in 
Plainfield and Bolingbrook.

Mexico-to-Streeterville 
cocaine pipeline 

dismantled
Ten indicted  
in federal investigation

According to the indictments 
and criminal complaints previ-
ously filed in the case, Andres 
Villegas, 30, of Berwyn, worked 
with suppliers in Mexico to trans-
port cocaine into the United 
States. Villegas conspired with a 
network of traffickers to distrib-
ute the drugs in the Chicago area, 
the charges allege.

Charged in four separate indict-
ments with drug conspiracy are 
Villegas; Gustavo Avila, 23, of 
Plainfield; Aaron Adams, 41, of 
Peoria; Adrian Curtis, 42, of Peo-
ria; David Palm, 50, of Chicago; 
Alvin Broan, 51, of Chicago; San-
tiago Meraz, 35, of Milwaukee, 
WI.; Jorge Valdez, 33, of Milwau-
kee, WI.; Isidro Moya, 59, of Chi-
cago; and Eduardo Carrizales, 45, 
of Laredo, TX.

Moya and Meraz are currently 
at large.

South Loop cocaine seizure.

Andres Villegas in Streeterville parking garage.

Streeterville cocaine and cash seizures.

Facing drops of revenue as high 
as 85%, 43 independent Chicago 
media outlets have joined forces 
to raise funds in a monthlong 
campaign in May. The for-profit 
and nonprofit organizations rep-
resent a wide cross-section of au-
thentic community media in the 
city and nearby suburbs.

The public can give at savechi-
cagomedia.org through June 5. 
The website offers the option to 
donate one amount to be split 
among all of the outlets, or donors 
can select one or more outlets to 
give a specific amount to. 

“We who are in independent 
media find ourselves in a unique 

Local media outlets launch  
joint fundraiser

Unprecedented 
collaboration includes 
community and ethnic 
media from across the city 

and dangerous economic situa-
tion,” said Tracy Baim, publisher 
of the Chicago Reader. “In re-
sponse to COVID-19, national 
news outlets are tallying death 
tolls and assessing the situation 
globally. While that coverage is 
important, it leaves the average 
citizen confused and unsure of 
how to proceed within their com-
munity.”

The campaign is being coordi-
nated by the Chicago Independent 
Media Alliance (CIMA), a project 
launched in 2019 by the Chicago 
Reader. Sixty media companies 
and nonprofit newsrooms belong 
to CIMA, which is coordinating 
grants, advertising, and editorial 
projects to assist in strengthening 
the local media landscape.

CIMA’s goal is to lift all boats 
through partnerships. Donations 

are not tax deductible, but those 
wishing to provide money to a 
pooled matching fund can donate 
to The Chicago Independent Me-
dia Alliance 2020 Matching Fund 
at the Crossroads Fund. Several 
foundations have already com-
mitted to donating to the match-
ing fund, and full details on the 
match will be available in mid-
May.

“Local media outlets deliver 
authentic, community-driven 
journalism, reporting on the sto-
ries that matter most for com-
munities largely affected by this, 
and future, health crises,” said 
Yazmin Dominguez, CIMA proj-
ect coordinator. “Unfortunately, 
community media outlets are not 
getting the resources they need 

fundraiser see p. 12

The two most powerful warriors  
are patience and time.

– Leo Tolstoy

Apparently learning nothing 
about the inherent risks of adding 
high density buildings during the 
new era of pandemics, the  pro-
posed Planned Development for 
the Tribune Tower project at 421 
N. Michigan Ave.  was approved 
at the Chicago Plan Commis-
sion meeting Friday.  

The development team is a joint 
venture between Chicago’s Golub 
& Company and the Los Ange-
les-based CIM Group. They have 
renovated the existing Chicago 
landmark Tribune Tower, which 
will have 162 for sale condomini-
um units in the historic building. 

Tribune Tower project OK’d by Plan Commission
Streeterville ground zero 
for high density

The Applicant is also planning 
to erect a high density, 1,442’-tall 
mixed-use building, including re-
tail and commercial uses along 

with 200 hotel rooms and 564 
dwelling units. 

The overall Planned Develop-
ment will have 726 dwelling units 
between the two buildings as well 
as 687 parking stalls and 14 load-
ing berths. The developers sought 

a zoning change to allow the 
transformation of the former of-
fice complex into new residences, 
retail space, and hotel rooms. To-
tal cost of the project is estimated 
to top $1 billion.

In light of recent experience, 
the elevators and lobbies of this 
new skyscraper may end up being 
some of the most contaminated 
spaces in the city in any future 
pandemic. And the real need for 
more bricks and mortar retail 
space on Michigan Ave. is ques-
tionable as the area was already 
facing a commercial space glut 
before the COVID-19 pandemic 
even hit.

On May 7 city officials intro-
duced an ordinance to provide ad-
ditional regulatory and financial 
relief measures to Chicago’s busi-
nesses impacted by the COVID-
19 outbreak and concurrent forced 
economic lockdown. 

The proposal would extend the 
expiration date for licenses that 
otherwise would expire during the 

City provides relief  
to businesses during lockdown

Extending license 
expiration dates and 
deferring the collection  
of public vehicle payments

pandemic and defer the collection 
of Accessibility Fee payments 
from taxicabs and Transportation 
Network Providers (TNPs) while 
the ordinance is in effect.

The relief legislation will be 
considered by the full City Coun-
cil on Wednesday, May 20.

The proposed ordinance would 
be in effect until it is automati-
cally repealed on June 30, or until 
the Commissioner of the Chicago 
Dept. of Public Health (CDPH) 
makes a written determination 
that the threat to public health 
of COVID-19 has diminished, 

whichever is earlier. 
Under the ordinance, any li-

cense issued by City Hall with an 
expiration date on or after March 
15, 2020 will be considered ac-
tive and no late fees will be as-
sessed until 30 days following the 
repeal of the ordinance on June 
30 or until CDPH makes a writ-
ten determination. This applies 
to all businesses licensed by the 
City, such as retail stores, child 
day cares, hotels, restaurant and 
bars, along with public vehicle 

relief see p. 12

tower see p. 12

City having a high time 
during lockdown,  

Story on page 5
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By Thomas J. O’Gorman

Tom Roberts, aka Tom Foolery,  
is a brilliant soft-spoken Lon-
don poet. Born in New Zealand, 
he works in the film industry to 
eat. Poetry rarely gives you a sus-
tained existence. 

From Homer to Ezra Pound to 
Sylvia Plath and Maya Angelou, 
they’d all tell you that a second 
job really comes in handy. Espe-
cially at the grocery store.

We cherish the poetic world 
mainly because it is often less 
complicated than the broken, 
frayed, assaultive one we are 
forced to actually live in. 

You know the one which is 
disease ridden, and populated by 
sad, foolish idiots who have never 
struggled to find a long term solu-
tion to anything in life. 

Like the freedom marchers 
who are obsessed with their right 
to spread the Coronavirus. The 
ones who insist that they be al-
lowed to wander, gather, congre-
gate and joyously cough on each 
other because the Constitution 
says so. I refuse to live in that 
world for more than a moment. 
No more time than I emotionally 
have to.

Rather, I want the world of 
the poets, the one that lives just 
beneath the surface of human 
frailty.  

A world with which Dante, 
Shakespeare, Emily Dickinson 
and Walt Whitman were very 
familiar. Whether that is the ele-
gant ponderous couplets of Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow or the off-
kilter syntax of E.E. Cummings. 

Given the choice I want to live 
in the heart of their poetic rhythm 
and rhyme, stanza by stanza. 

Dactyl by spondee. Pos-
sessed of the incompre-
hensible. Nourished by 
the specter of an emerg-
ing world of hope. 

In other words, I want 
to be embraced by the 
optimism to which po-
etry points. Not “moon, 
June, spoon.” Please. 
But rather, the imagery 
of heaven, engaging the 
unseeable, in concert 
with the unimaginable 
and strengthened by the 
words only the heart understands.   

You know what I mean, less ce-
rebral, more soul. Less head. More 
heart. More meat. Less potato. 
That’s the real glory of the poetic 
intuition and the human capacity 
to use language to express.

This raises questions. Can we 
still hear this language in the 21st 
century? Can Neanderthal urban 
dwellers still speak such words? 
Can the survivors of pandemics 
give such words a chance? Do 
American politicians care enough 
to see a world beyond their own 
cyclopean vision? If the victims 
of pandemics take such words 
to their graves, does hope have 
any chance of still walking our 
streets?

In his new poem, “The Great 
Realization,” young Roberts 
cracks the shell on COVID-19. He 
carries us to a moment in which 
we feel what he feels, a fresh time 
for optimism. At his start and 
at his finish he reminds us that 
“Hindsight is 2020.” The unfold-
ing of his poetic vision is itself 
an act of optimism for what lies 
ahead. His words are a re-telling 
of the Coronavirus tale. Imagin-
ing how we shall speak of this 
unspeakable plague in times to 
come. This is important for our 
physical health. And our mental 
health.
“The Great Realization”
by Tom Roberts
‘’Tell me the one about the virus 
again, then I’ll go to bed.”
‘But my boy, you’re growing 
weary, sleepy thoughts about 
your head.

‘Please! That one’s my favorite.  
I promise just once more.
‘Okay, snuggle down my boy, 
though I know you know  
full well.                        
The story starts before then,  
in a world I once dwelled.
‘It was a world of waste and 
wonder, of poverty and  
plenty, back before  
we understood  
why hindsight’s 2020.
‘You see the people came up with 
companies to trade across  
all lands. 
But they swelled  
and got bigger than we could 
ever have planned.
‘We’d always had our wants,  
but now it got so quick.                                                
You could have everything  
you dreamed of in a day and 
with a click.
‘We noticed families had stopped 
talking. That’s not to say  
they never spoke. 
But the meaning must have 
melted and the work life balance 
broke.
‘And the children’s eyes  
got squarer and every toddler 
had a phone.                
They filtered out  
the imperfections but amidst  
the noise, they felt alone.
‘And every day the sky grew 
thicker, til we couldn’t see  
the stars.                         
So we flew in planes to find them 
while down below we filled  
our cars.
‘We’d drive around all day  
in circles. We’d forgotten  
how to run.                            
We swapped the grass  
for tarmac, shrunk the parks  
till there were none.
‘We filled the sea with plastic 
cause our waste  
was never capped.                    
Until each day when you went 
fishing, you’d pull them out 
already wrapped.
‘And while we drank and smoked 
and gambled, our leaders  
taught us why,     
It’s best to not upset the lobbies, 
more convenient to die.
‘But then in 2020, a new virus 

Why hindsight is 2020, an act of optimism for what lies ahead
came our way.
The government 
reacted  
and told us all to hide 
away.
‘But while we were all 
hidden, amidst the fear 
and all the while,                            
The people dusted off  
their instincts, they 
remembered  
how to smile.
‘They started clapping 
to say thank you, and 
calling up  

their mums. 
‘And while the cars keys were 
gathering dust, they would look 
forward to their runs.
‘And with the sky less full  
of planes, the earth began  
to breathe.                         
And the beaches brought  
new wildlife  
that scattered off  
into the seas.
‘Some people started dancing, 
some were singing,  
some were baking.          
We’d grown so used to bad news  
but some good news was in the 
making.
‘And so when we found the cure 
and were allowed  
to go outside,                        
We all preferred  
the world we found  
to the one we’d left behind.
‘Old habits became extinct, and 
they made way for the new.                                
And every simple act of kindness 
was now given its due.
‘But why did it take a virus to 
bring the people back together?’                        
‘Well, sometimes, you got to get 
sick, my boy, before you start 
feeling better.
‘Now lie down, and dream  
of tomorrow, and all the things 
that we can do.      
And who knows, maybe if you 
dream strong enough, maybe 
some of them will come true.
‘We now call it  
the Great Realization, and yes, 
since then there have been many.
‘But that’s the story of how it 
started, and why hindsight’s 
2020.’

Poets see with the heart’s eye. 
They see around the corners of 
catastrophe and the barriers to 
reason. They can smell the path-
way along the road map that car-
ries us to hope. 

What the world needs now is 
optimists. People who believe in 
the world of human progress and 
civil living. As we attempt recov-
ery from pandemic, stay close to 
poets of hope. They will lift your 
hope more than the bankrupt pol-
itics of the moment. Or the hyp-
notic spell of social networking. 

Or the empty cupboards of our 
kitchens. Or frail loves and be-
trayals of everyday life. Channel 
that optimism. Go to Youtube and 
hear Tom Roberts read his own 
poem. Bring mercy to others. And 
bread. And soup. And salad. And 
smile. Remember, “Hindsight is 
2020.”

NURSES WEEK:  Chap-
lain  Mark Schimmelpfennig 
reminds us 
last week 
was Nurses 
Week, and 
that found 
him at Rush 
M e d i c a l 
Center to 
help with 
the “Bless-
ing of the 
Hands,” a 
Rush tradi-
tion that this 
year takes 
on special 
meaning. Chaplains bless and 
anoint the hands of the nurses that 
work at RUMC.

FIVE HAPPIEST MO-
MENTS: Bond girl Diane 
O’Connell asking people to name 
their five happiest memories. My 
five: 1. My First Communion 
day. 2. Getting a new navy blue 
suit when I was seven. 3. Sail-
ing to Europe on a grand Cunard 
liner when I was 13. 4. Spending 
an hour talking to John Paul II 
by myself and having lunch with 
him. 5. Having lunch with Rose 
O’Neill at the Wintergarden din-
ing room of the Bristol Hotel in 
Paris with the Irish Ambassador 
to France. What are your five?

CELLIST IN CHARGE: The 

hindsight see p. 8
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Designer Handbag 
Cleaning
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and add life to your  
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Poet Tom Roberts.
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Fat shaming the gov  
has no place in pandemic

T h r o u g h o u t 
the past couple of 
months, I’ve seen 
Gov. JB Pritzker 
take some really 
big hits regard-
ing his weight. 
The gov has been 
called a lot of hurt-
ful names that re-
ally take pot shots 
at his body. 

Sure, he could 
stand to lose a few dozen pounds, but 
couldn’t a lot of us? Not liking the gov is 
one thing, and you’re certainly entitled 
to not agreeing with his politics. But why 
bring his weight into it? 

Actually, I like a guy with a little meat 
on his bones. 

If you watch any of Gov. Pritzker’s brief-
ings online, you can see some of the nasty 
comments people make. One day last week 
I jotted down just a few of the nastiest 
ones: 

“I know your piggly self wants some ba-
con,” said one jerk, while another stated: 
“One Snickers bar away from losing a 
foot.” “He needs a health partner,” “Looks 
like he ate Costco,” and “Someone stole 
the governor’s neck,” were among others. 

Ouch. 
As someone who is on cancer medica-

tion that causes weight gain, those names 
hurt me too. They’re not just mean-spirit-
ed. They’re downright cruel. 

Let’s face it folks, chubby people know 
that they need to lose a few pounds. They 
don’t need it pointed out, nor do they need 
to be fat and body shamed. 

We have a governor who, no matter what 
he weighs, took swift action to save lives. 
Those lives could have been a member of 
your own family -- your beloved mother, 
father, sister, brother, grandma, grandpa, 
aunt, uncle, or your child. 

We have a governor who has the connec-
tions to sneak a couple of plane loads of 
Personal Protective Gear in for those Illi-
noisans who are in the thick of the COVID-
19 battle. We have a governor who is mak-
ing decisions based on data and science, 
and not false, miracle-promising, virus 
disappearing hunches. 

Gov. Pritzker may not be perfect, but he 
has worked diligently for us, day after day. 
He deserves some respect. 

[Oddly, the much-too-skinny Mike Ma-
digan has been invisible since the state 
went into lockdown.]

Think about some of the other govs 
you’ve seen on TV lately. Some of them re-
ally seem to fit their states. Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo is New York slick, with his fancy 
cufflinks and perfectly coiffed hair, and I 
just love his accent. In that they’re ground 
zero for virus deaths in America the old 
song saying if you can make it there you 
can make it anywhere… takes on all-new 
meaning. 

And have you seen Gavin Newsom, who 
is so apropos as the governor of California 
with his movie star looks? The guy looks 
like he just walked off of a feature film set. 

Our governor is one of those Midwest 
hearty, beefy guys like we all see around 
town, so I think he represents this part of 
America well. If we had a skinny twig for a 
gov, I bet the online comments would call 
for somebody to feed him -- or her -- a big 
fat juicy Gibson’s steak. 

Anyway, if you don’t love the gov and 
want to criticize him, try finding some-
thing else to complain about other than his 
weight. Show a little compassion. 

And if you can’t do that, go pick on 
someone your own size. Please. 

Help needed…you’ve seen today’s page 
one story, [and ad at right] about the 43 me-
dia outlets that have joined forces to raise 
funds. Please donate if you can at savechi-
cagomedia.org. 

The info is all there on the front page 
but let me tell you just a little bit about our 
newspapers, Booster, Skyline and News 
Star. When you give to the fund through 
June 5, you help to keep these historic 
community papers alive, and each dollar 
donated will be matched.

The three papers are the last of Lerner 
Newspapers, the venerable, 115-year-old 
chain of papers that once ruled the city’s 
neighborhood news. I hear stories all the 
time about what these newspapers have 
meant to people, especially the Booster. It 
seems like everyone in this city either used 
to read it, deliver it, or they hold really 
special memories of it. These newspapers 
are dear to my heart, and also the hearts of 
countless others. 

Lerner was my first-ever newspaper job, 
and I will never forget how excited I was 
when I sold my first professional story to 
them as a freelancer in 1996. I interned 
with Lerner in 1997 and in 1998, went to 
work for Skyline full-time. It has been love 
ever since for me and these newspapers.  

Again, all the details are on page one. 
If you have a few spare bucks, please give 
whatever you can to help out. It will be 
greatly appreciated. 

Thank you.  

At the head of the class… are the con-
siderate administrators at Mather High 
School, who this week completely sur-
prised their teachers at their homes by 
dropping off cute little care packages filled 
with school spirit. 

“I was just blown away,” said Jeanette 
Alfred, an ESL and Brit Lit teacher who 
has worked at the school for 15 years. 

Alfred said the admins had asked for 
everyone’s addresses, but they do that fre-
quently in case they need to be in touch. But 
when they asked how to get in her building, 
she thought it was a little “weird.” 

She was expecting a delivery, when her 
bell rang. “I opened the door and I was 
wondering why no one was there,” said Al-
fred. “I went outside and I see a gift bag 
and then I see my boss, who said, ‘There’s 

Heart  
of the ‘Hood
By Felicia Dechter

Journalism for the
people, by the people:
A fundraiser to support
40+ independent Chicago 
media outlets

Studs 
Terkel’s 
epitaph 
reads 
“Curiosity 
did not kill 
this cat.”

Deadline June 5, 2020
savechicagomedia.org

pandemic see p. 9

Gov. JB Pritzker

Visit savechicagomedia.org and click on this 
icon to donate to this newspaper.
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Buying a home during the 
COVID-19 crisis may not be a 
life or death situation, but the 
market currently is coming out of 
a coma.

“There is no denying that a 
comparison of the April 2019 
and April 2020, sales numbers 
are devastating,” noted Realtor 
John Irwin of Baird & Warner in 
a May 2020 Market Analysis for 
Chicago’s North Side.

“Despite the negative effect 
that the crisis has had on our lives, 
Chicago’s North Side real estate 
market is showing some positive 
trends and generating cautious 
optimism,” Irwin said.

The Chicago Assoc. of Real-

Chicago home resale market in tailspin due to pandemic

by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

tors reported that between April 
1 and April 18 only 330 homes 
went under contract in Chicago, 
compared with 674 units prior to 
the virus crisis in the week ended 
on March 7. During the same pe-
riod, property listings fell to 586 
homes from 1,313 units.

After the initial shock of Gov. 
J.B Pritzker’s “shelter-in-place 
order” buyers are starting to shop 
for homes, Irwin noted.

House hunters this spring in-
clude people with stable jobs, 

those with life-style changes in-
volving marriage, divorce, chil-
dren in school, and those chang-
ing jobs and relocating to Chicago 
from out-of-town. 

“Despite the crisis, there has 
been very little price erosion,” 
said Realtor Sara E. Benson, pres-
ident of Chicago-based Benson 
Stanley Realty. “Even the market 
for luxury homes priced between 
$1-million and $2-million is 
keeping pace with more afford-
able units.” 

The Baird & Warner report cit-
ed the following reasons for the 
resurgence:

• Psychological stress. Many 
would-be buyers have grown ac-
customed to living with the virus 
threat. Some are becoming im-
patient or bored with the current 
shelter-in-place order and want 

Condo-mania!
420 W. Belmont #8E, CORNER 1BR w/BALCONY  $169,900

420 W. Belmont #28F, Rehabbed 1BR    $149,900

300 N. State #2608, MARINA CITY 1BR   $219,900

3821 N. Narragansett # 2W, CORNER 2BR w/BALCONY  $119,900

Michael F. Parish
773.770.7002

Broker

Condomania!
3110 N Sheridan Road, Unit 702        1st OFFERING
Spacious 1BR plus a Den, corner unit contemporary (2017) bathroom, Brazilian Cherry 
floors in the living space. Kitchen has a breakfast bar, Stainless Steel appliances, oak 
cabinets and granite counter-tops. Secured assigned Parking included in price . 

2800 N Lake Shore Drive, Unit 308
Immaculate modern one bedroom with views of the park! Large open concept, hardwood 
floors throughout, walk-in closet, large master bedroom, and fantastic storage space. Build-
ing features 24-hour door staff, fitness center, outdoor pool, rooftop deck and party room. 

3550 N Lake Shore Drive, Unit 2211
This condo features beautiful gray wood floors throughout, a cook’s kitchen with white 
shaker soft-close cabinets, white & gray quartz counter tops with glass tile backsplash, LED 
under-cabinet lighting, undermount sink & a full range of stainless steel appliances, along 
with a breakfast bar. Gorgeous bathroom with new floor & wall tile & vanity.

SOLD

SOLD Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300
1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that

“Honors the Life”

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible

Lagoons, prairie, grasslands, 
savannas, and woodlands west of 
the Lakefront are still open to ex-
plore the beauty of native plants 
and flora.  

The featured natural areas list-
ed below are ones that are well 
worth visiting.  Many of these 
featured sites offer lovely views, 
unique nature-based activities and 

Some parks are still open

ONE Northside, in conjunc-
tion with Peoples Lobby and the 
Jane Addams Senior Caucus, will 
be hosting a virtual “People’s 
Bailout” town hall meeting 5:30 
to 7 p.m. Thursday, May 21. The 
meeting will be streamed live on 
Facebook. 

The focus of this meeting is 
for those individuals who have 
lost their employment and health-
care insurance in the midst of 

People’s bailout meeting

If 20-foot waves crash down on 
the North Lakefront Trail and no-
body is there to witness it, does it 
still leave damage behind?

There are citizens who have 
found secret access to those  
waterfront areas shut off by or-
der of Mayor Lori Lightfoot, and  
they have told this newspaper that 
the Lakefront was again battered 
last Thursday and Friday when 
strong winds shifted out of the 
Northeast.

Indeed before declaring the cur-
rent COVID-19 state of disaster, 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker issued a state 
disaster proclamation in January 
when seeking federal relief to ad-
dress damage to the Cook County 
shoreline on Jan 12.

In February the Chicago Park 
District approved a contract for 
and emergency assessments of 

You likely missed it  
but there were more big waves last week

to get back into the house-hunt 
market. 

• Buyer urgency. Whether relo-
cating for schools, growing fami-
lies or business, there are some 
pent-up-demand life-style situa-
tions that cannot wait.

• Record-low rates. As mort-
gage rates continue to fall to new 
record lows, affordable interest 
charges continue to be a major 
buyer motivator. “No one knows 
what is going to happen to interest 
rates in the future,” Irwin said.

On May 7, Freddie Mac’s Pri-
mary Mortgage Market Survey 
reported that benchmark 30-year 
fixed home-loan rates averaged 
3.26%, up only slightly from a 
week earlier when it averaged 
3.23%—the lowest rate in the sur-
vey’s history which dates back to 
1971. A year ago, 30-year fixed 
loans averaged 4.10%. According 
to a May 8 survey by RateSeeker.
com, Chicago borrowers can lock 
up 30-year fixed loans at rates as 
low as 3.126%. 

“Mortgage rates stayed at or 
near record lows for the fifth 
straight week and homeowners 
are taking advantage with refi-
nance activity remaining high,” 
said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s 
Chief Economist. “Although pur-
chase demand declined 35% year-
over-year in mid-April, demand 
has improved modestly over the 
last three weeks.” 

lakefront damage caused by a 
January storm that created 20-
foot waves. That was before ac-
cess to the lakefront was denied, 
when many citizens were first 
hand witness to the damage as it 
was occurring on that Saturday. 
It decimated many North Side 
beaches. 

These recent storms have 
caused nearly $40 million in dam-
age to Chicago’s lakefront and 
shut down the Lakefront Trial. 

In the aftermath of the Jan. 
12 storm, and a second March 6 
storm, teams led by engineering 
firm SmithGroup and city in-
spectors looked for mechanical 
and structural damage at dozens 
of properties along the lakefront. 
On the North Side that damage 
was found in parks, beaches and 
buildings predominantly in the 

48th and 49th wards.
But this story, that once capti-

vated people pre-pandemic, has 
now slipped off the radar screens 
since COVID-19 came to town.

On the North Side, a portion of 
the pedestrian path south of Ful-
lerton Ave. was again submerged 
May 8 when the wind blew in out 
of the Northeast, with waves cre-
ating dangerous passage on the 
empty Lakefront Trail. And CPD 
officials warn that it may still get 
worse yet, as lake level are ex-
pected to rise even more in a wet 
May — possibly another four to 
six inches according to the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers.

The lake sat, on average, at 
581.53-feet above sea level in 
February, breaking the previous 
record for the month set in 1987 
by three inches and rising 5.5-
feet above its lowest average set 
in Jan. 2013. The lakes rose past 
their combined long-term histori-
cal average in July 2014 and have 
remained above that baseline ever 
since. The all-time record aver-
age, 582.35-feet, was set in Oct. 
1986.

Heather Gleason, the CPS’s Di-
rector of Planning and Construc-
tion says that the Spring and Win-
ter damage means that CPD crew 
are now working with engineers 
to make short term quick fixes 
before the trail is repaired fully in 
a proper fashion. Yes, there will 
come a time when the mayor will 
open up the lakefront again and 
it needs to be ready for the crush 
sure to come.

If you hope to buy a home in 
2020, experts suggest the follow-
ing:

• Get pre-approved for a loan, 
not just pre-qualified. Pre-
approval includes the lender’s 
verification of borrower income, 
employment and assets. This will 
put you in a stronger bargaining 
position—largely equivalent to a 
“cash” buyer. 

• Strengthen your credit score. 
Some lenders are requiring 
higher credit scores and a larger 
down payment. Don’t buy a new 
car or make a major credit-card 
purchase for jewelry, furniture or 
other household items before you 
close the deal.

• Great Depression-era advice. 
Only purchase what you can eat.  

Because of the pandemic’s ef-
fect on the economy, a market 
roller-coaster ride will ripple into 
2021. Economists predict home 
sales will decline 2% to 3% over 
the next year. However, a market 
rebound is predicted in spring of 
2021 to pre-virus levels—or be-
yond.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

COVID-19 economic shutdown. 
The coalition is fighting for Fed-
eral and State Medicare coverage 
to pay pandemic-related medical 
expenses, through the passage of 
the Healthcare Emergency Guar-
antee Act and the Medicare Crisis 
Program Proposal.

Senators Dick Durbin and Tam-
my Duckworth, and U.S. Rep. Jan 
Schakowsky are expected to show 
up online.

a break from our Covid-19 lives. 
They include the Indian Bound-
ary Natural Area, 2500 W. Lunt 
Ave., Winnemac Natural Area, 
5100 N. Leavitt St., Welles Park 
Nature Play Area, 2333 W. Sun-
nyside Ave. and the West Ridge 
Natural Area, 5601 N. Western 
Ave.

A year ago, 30-year fixed loans averaged 4.10%. According to a May 8 
survey by RateSeeker.com, Chicago borrowers can lock up 30-year fixed 
loans at rates as low as 3.126%. 
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To Register
312-281-6018
TheArtisWay.com/InsideBooster

Virtually Hosted By Artis Senior Living of Lakeview: 3535 N. Ashland Avenue, Chicago, IL 60657 

Check out our other nearby communities in Bartlett and Elmhurst.

Medical vs.  
Recreational Cannabis
Presented by Jessica Harshbarger, Advocate, Educator, and Patient of Medical Cannabis  
and Plant-Based Healing 

Wednesday, May 27th

5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Join us for a FREE  
Educational Webinar

Cannabis became legal 
in Illinois for both medical 
and recreational purposes 
on January 1, 2020. 
Join this interesting and 

informative webinar where Jessica 

cannabis and hemp, medical and 
recreational use, which medical 
conditions qualify for treatment and 
the importance of getting a good 
consultation. Ms. Harshbarger became 
an expert advocate for cannabidiol 
(CBD) medicine in 2011 to treat her 
own rare blood cancer.

Please Register by Friday, May 22nd

By Patrick Butler

The lyrics to everyone’s favor-
ite Fraternity of Man pot song 
could be changed in light of the 
COVID-19 social distancing pro-
tocols.

Since you put that thing in your 
mouth, “go ahead and bogart that 
joint, my friend.”

Whereas pre-pandemic it may 
have been considered selfish to 
hog that joint, dangling it be-
tween the lips instead of passing 
it on - now it’s best “you don’t 
pass it over to me,” and let others 
get their own stash.

That might be part of the reason 
why pot sales are now on the rise 
locally. The question is whether 
this pop in sales is a short-term 
blip or will sales remain strong as 
we move through the economic 
crisis of high unemployment and 
perhaps a deep recession.

Since April 8 when the “stay-
at-home” curfew took effect, rec-
reational marijuana sales have 
skyrocketed. According to the 
Governor’s office, Illinois resi-
dents – in obedience to an early 
secular Lent - spent $37.3 million 
worth on recreational pot.

That’s $2.6 million more than 

City having a high time during lockdown
Do bogart that joint,  
my friend …  
don’t pass it over to me

recreational pot users bought the 
previous month, just before Chi-
cago’s longest curfew in living 
memory took effect.

In the few short months since 
recreational use has been legal-
ized in Chicago, cannabis sales 
have transformed from a mostly 
illegal enterprise to an ‘essential 
business’ that now must be kept 
open during the COVID-19 epi-
demic.

The Anderson Economic 
Group [AEG] have been closely 
monitoring COVID-19’s impacts 
on the cannabis industry. Indeed 
this is the first time the local can-
nabis industry has faced a signifi-
cant economic downturn since 
legalization started.

But according to Brian Peter-
son, director of public policy for 
AEG, “There’s a lot of uncer-
tainty about what will happen 
next – we can’t look to the past 
to predict how consumption pat-
terns will change in response to 
an economic downturn because 
this is the first one.”

The edict was issued by Gov. 
J. B. Pritzker and Chicago Mayor 
Lori Lightfoot as part of a num-
ber of emergency measures im-
posed in the wake of the world-
wide pandemic. Restaurants, bars 
and a number of other businesses, 
went dark, but not cannabis dis-
pensaries, which were deemed 
essential.

The purpose of that exemption, 
according to Toi Hutchinson, a 
senior Pritzker advisor on can-
nabis management, was primarily 
for the benefit of medical mari-
juana patients and to “ensure that 
consumers are safe” when they go 
into a dispensary to make a pur-
chase.

But cannabis dispensaries 
aren’t the only ones who have 
been cleaning up in recent weeks. 
According to Nielsen Research 
data, alcohol sales in general have 
been up 52.2% during the seven 
weeks nationwide since almost 
the entire country went into a sec-
ular cloister. And online alcohol 
sales are up an astonishing 243% 
over a year ago. 

Of course, Cinco de Mayo cel-
ebrations – increasingly adopted 
by non-Mexicans in the last few 
years – may have helped. Tequila, 
after all, has become the coun-
try’s top-selling liquor in recent 
months. According to Nelson’s, 
nationwide tequila sales have 
gone up 54.2%.

In the meantime, 75 new dis-
pensary licenses throughout Illi-
nois – originally supposed to be 
issued on May 1 - have apparently 
been frozen until the Stay-at-
Home order ends. While bars are 
closed to indoor consumption un-
til further notice, liquor stores are 
allowed to remain open until 9 
p.m. But thanks to recent changes 

in city and state laws, some bars 
and restaurants are now selling 
retail liquor to-go out their front 
doors. Last weekend there were 
longer lines in front of Hopleaf 
Bar in Andersonville for those 
buying carry-out beer than there 
were for those queuing up to buy 
pot down the street at Dispensary 
33.

Since the crisis hit with the 
mayor and governor shutting 
down the local economy, and with 
restaurants and bars relegated to 
takeout, Americans have stocked 
up plenty on their favorite party 
drugs. As for booze, grocery and 

high time see p. 10

Artis Senior Living will be 
hosting a free online education 
webinar of the difference between 
medical and recreation cannabis 
5:30 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 
27.

Though marijuana may be en-
joyed for medicinal or recreation-
al uses in Illinois, it’s important to 
recognize the fundamental differ-
ences between medical cannabis 
and recreational weed. Cannabis 
became legal in Illinois for both 
medical and recreational purpos-
es on Jan. 1.

Granted, some of the differ-
ences may seem like semantics, 
but for legal and social purpos-
es, certain distinctions have be 
made. While a recreational user 
may purchase the same strain as 
a medical cannabis card holder, 
each purchase has its own unique 
restrictions and implications.

The webinar will be presented 
by Jessica Harshbarger, advocate, 
educator, and patient of medical 
cannabis and plant-based heal-
ing. Harshbarger will explain the 
differences between cannabis and 
hemp, medical and recreational 

Free educational 
webinar,  

Medical vs 
Recreational 

cannabis

webinar see p. 10
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Police 
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Six-year sentence for felon  
who robbed woman just 2 weeks 
after he got out of prison

A three-time felon is back in pris-
on after he pleaded guilty to rob-
bing a woman on the Argyle Red 
Line CTA platform just two weeks 
after the state released him early 
from prison for his third robbery 
conviction.

Darnell Dorsey-Collier, 28, plead-
ed guilty to 
approaching 
the woman 
from behind 
on Jan. 4, 
2019, and 
taking her 
phone by 
force, police 
said at the 
time. Officers 

arrested him a few minutes after the 
incident.

Judge William T. O’Brien sen-
tenced him to six years in prison 
with credit for 375 days served while 
awaiting trial. Dorsey-Collier, who 
will earn a 50% sentence reduction 
for good behavior, is scheduled to 
be paroled on Dec. 28, 2021.

State records show Dorsey-Col-
lier was released from the Pinck-
neyville Correctional Center just 14 
days before his latest robbery after 
serving half of a five-year prison 
sentence that he received for mug-
ging a woman in Oak Park on May 
29, 2016.

Oak Park police said at the time 
that Dorsey-Collier grabbed a wom-
an in a bear hug, knocked her to the 
ground, laid on top of her, grabbed 
her buttocks repeatedly, and tried 
to rob her. A grand jury charged 
Dorsey-Collier with attempted 
criminal sexual assault, attempted 
robbery, and aggravated battery. 
Judge Paula Daleo approved a plea 
deal in which Dorsey-Collier plead-
ed guilty to one count of attempted 
robbery while the state dropped all 
other charges.

Dorsey-Collier was previously 
sentenced to three years for rob-
bery in 2011; a concurrent three-
year sentence for another robbery 
in 2011; and one year for possession 
of a lost or stolen credit card in 2014, 
according to state records.

Man shot at gas station
A gunman fatally shot a 33-year-

old Junius Thurston May 7 in an ap-
parently targeted attack at a South 
Loop gas station. No one is in cus-
tody.

Two men and a woman stepped 
out of a black four-door Audi and 
opened fire on the 33-year-old 
around 10:20 p.m. as he stood next 
to his car at the BP station, 1004 S. 
Desplaines, according to police.

He suffered multiple gunshot 
wounds and was pronounced dead 
at Stroger Hospital.

According to state records, the 
victim was discharged from parole 
on April 20 after receiving a three-
year sentence for his second firearm 
violation.

Area 3 detectives are investigat-
ing the homicide.

Thieves stealing loads of mail  
from North Side  
apartment buildings

Thieves stole large volumes 
of mail and packages from three 
North Side apartment complexes in 
late April, according to an alert from 
Chicago police.

The offenders entered large resi-
dential buildings in Lakeview, Up-
town, and Lincoln Square and then 
forced their way into banks of mail-
boxes. They stole all of the mail and 
packages from each building, police 
said.

According to the alert, the thefts 
took place on the 600 block of W. 
Sheridan at 5:05 p.m. April 26; on the 
4300 block of N. Kenmore at 1:45 p.m. 
April 27; and on the 4600 block of N. 
Winchester at 10:40 p.m. April 27.

A man and a woman who wore 
masks carried out the Sheridan theft. 
The Kenmore suspect is a black male 
between 30- and 35-years-old, who 
stands 5’-6” to 5’-9” tall, police said in 
the alert. A dark four-door sedan and 
a white SUV were used by the offend-
ers.

Anyone with information about the 
incidents can contact Area 3 detec-
tives at 312-744-8263 regarding pat-
tern P20-3-097.

Felon free on “affordable bail”  
accused of punching, robbing 
victim in Uptown

A convicted felon is charged with 
robbing two people in Uptown May 4. 
At the time, he was free on a $500 bail 
bond while awaiting trial for allegedly 
being an armed habitual criminal, ac-
cording to prosecutors. Jujuan Morris-
sette, 36, is charged with aggravated 
robbery for allegedly robbing the 
pair with another man who remains 
at large.

Morrissette and his accomplice ap-
proached the victims and asked them 
for money on 
the 4500 block 
of N. Broadway 
around 12:20 
a.m. as the vic-
tims walked 
home from 
the Wilson 
Red Line CTA 
station around 
12:20 a.m., 
said Assistant 
State’s Attorney James Murphy.

When they did not give him any 
money, Morrissette allegedly told the 
victims, “you are p*ssing me off.” He 
then said he had a gun and demanded 
their phones, according to Murphy.

The other offender reached into 
one of the victim’s pockets, took their 
phone, and smashed it on the ground. 
Morrissette then punched one of the 
victims in the face and both offenders 
ran from the scene, Murphy said.

Police responded quickly and soon 
located Morrissette nearby. The vic-
tims allegedly identified him as one of 
the robbers.

Morrissette was previously convict-
ed of robbery in 2006 and he is cur-
rently awaiting trial on allegations of 
being an armed habitual criminal, ac-
cording to Murphy. He got out of jail 
on that charge by posting just $500 
bond, Murphy said.

Judge Charles Beach ordered Mor-
rissette held without bail for violating 
the terms of the pending case. The 
judge set an additional bail of $15,000 
on the new robbery charge.

Robbery alert  
issued for Lincoln Square

Chicago police issued a commu-
nity alert May 9 after three robberies 
were reported in Lincoln Square and 
Ravenswood earlier this week. Detec-
tives release alerts when they believe 
an individual or group is responsible 
for a series of crimes.

The robber is targeting people as 
they walk during evening hours, po-
lice said. He then robs them while dis-
playing a handgun or implying he has 
a gun in his waistband, according to 
the alert and victim statements.

Two robberies were reported on 
May 5: 

•  A 29-year-old man told police 
that he was robbed of about $150 as 

he walked on the 4400 block of N. 
Campbell around 9:30 p.m. The vic-
tim said the offender walked up and 
demanded money while holding his 
waistband as if he had a handgun. 
The robber then fled northbound on 
Campbell.

• A 22-year-old man was robbed 
as he walked in the 2000 block of W. 
Eastwood at 9:59 p.m., police said. 
The offender walked up behind the 
man and tried to strike up a conversa-
tion. When the victim did not engage 
him, the robber followed behind and 
eventually displayed a handgun while 
demanding the man’s property, ac-
cording to a CPD spokesperson.

Another robbery unfolded around 
8:25 p.m. the next night on the 4500 
block of N. Leavitt. The victim told of-
ficers that a man approached him on 
the street and demanded his phone 
and cash while implying that he had 
a gun in his waistband. 

Police said the suspect is black, be-
tween 25- and 30-years-old, stands 
6’-2” to 6’-4” tall, and weighs 175 to 
200 lbs.

Anyone with information about the 
robberies can contact Area 3 detec-
tives at 312-744-8263 regarding case 
P20-3-099.

Group of teens seriously injure, 
rob man on CTA train

Three teenage boys, all under the 
age of 17, beat and robbed a man on 
a CTA train near the Roosevelt station 
on May 5, police said. The victim was 
hospitalized in serious condition.

Police said group beat, kicked, and 
robbed the 51-year-old man aboard 
the train around 8:15 p.m. They took 
the man’s phone, exited at Roosevelt, 
and fled the station.

Officers searched the area and 
spotted three teens nearby who 
matched descriptions provided by the 
victim. He identified the group as the 
people who attacked him on the train 
and police arrested the trio — two 16-
year-olds and a 14-year-old.

An ambulance transported the vic-
tim to Northwestern Memorial Hospi-
tal in serious condition, according to a 
CPD spokesperson.

Prosecutors charged each teen 
with one felony count of robbery.

Man fatally shot in Rogers Park
A 22-year-old Jemel Murphy of the 

7700 block of N. Marshfield was found 
dead following a drive-by shooting in 
Rogers Park May 6, police said. No ar-
rests have been made.

The victim was on the sidewalk in 
the 1600 block of W. Jonquil Terrace 
when someone fired shots from a 
passing vehicle around 4 p.m., ac-
cording to CPD. A private citizen drove 
him to St. Francis Hospital in Evanston 
where he later died from multiple 
gunshot wounds, police said.

Some witnesses said the gunman 
fired from a gray Jeep that was last 
seen heading east on Jonquil after 
the shooting.

Wednesday’s shooting is the first 
murder of the year for Rogers Park. It 
was the third homicide on the 1600 
block of W. Jonquil since 2018.

Man gets 2-year sentence  
for participating in teen mob  
attack at Chicago Red Line station

An adult who was involved in a 
teen  mob beating of a man at the 
Chicago-State Red Line in Dec. 2018 
received a two-year prison sentence 
for his involvement. But, after receiv-
ing credit for time spent on electronic 
monitoring before trial and Illinois’ 
standard 50% sentence reduction, 
Michael Sardin, 19, was released from 
state custody on the same day he ar-
rived.

The incident was captured on video 
by a bystander.

After the attack, police said CTA 
surveillance cameras recorded Sardin 
“taking part in an unprovoked, mul-

tiple-offender attack of two victims” 
on the station platform on Dec. 29, 
2018. Sardin kicked and punched the 
victims along with eight to ten other 
offenders, according to a CPD media 
statement that was released after Sar-
din’s arrest.

One of the victims suffered broken 
bones and cuts, including a shat-
tered eye socket, prosecutors alleged. 
At least three juveniles were also 
charged in the case.

Sardin agreed to plead guilty to 
one count of aggravated battery caus-
ing great bodily harm in exchange for 
the sentence and the dropping of six 
other felonies, including mob action, 
according to court records.

He spent over 300 days on elec-
tronic monitoring before the case was 
resolved. Judge Mary Margaret Bro-
snahan credited those days toward 
his two-year sentence. The state also 
applied its standard 50% sentence 
reduction for good behavior. When 
it was all said and done, Sardin went 
home just hours after he was placed 
into state custody.

Group beat and robbed man  
who asked them to maintain  
social distancing  
at Uptown sandwich shop

An Uptown man and a group of his 
friends beat and robbed a 50-year-
old man who asked them to maintain 
social distancing in an Uptown sand-
wich shop May 7, prosecutors said.

The victim was exiting the store on 
the 1000 block of W. Wilson around 
2:40 a.m. when 19-year-old Alijay 
Jenkins and four friends wearing sur-
gical masks tried to walk in, Assistant 

State’s Attor-
ney Katherine 
Hegarty said 
in bond court 
Friday.

When the 
man asked 
Jenkins and 
his friends to 
step back and 
maintain safe 

distancing, Jenkins punched the vic-
tim in the face, according to a police 
spokesperson.

Jenkins’ friends then began punch-
ing and kicking the victim as he laid 
on the ground, Hegarty said. The man 
tried to call 911, but Jenkins alleg-
edly took his phone and then fled the 
scene with the other men. Portions of 
the attack were captured by a nearby 
CPD surveillance camera.

Police responded to the scene after 
one of the victim’s friends called for 
help. Officers then searched the area 
and found Jenkins near his home on 
the 800 block of W. Eastwood. Cops ar-
rested Jenkins after a brief foot chase. 
They said he had a loaded handgun 

tucked in his waistband. 
The victim later identified him 

as one of the attackers, the CPD 
spokesperson said.

Prosecutors charged Jenkins with 
felony robbery and felony aggravat-
ed unlawful use of a weapon. 

Judge Charles Beach set bail at 
$2,000. Jenkins will need to post 
$200 to get out of jail before trial. 
Beach was unable to require elec-
tronic monitoring for Jenkins be-
cause the sheriff’s office has run out 
of ankle monitors.

The victim was treated at Weiss 
Hospital. None of the other alleged 
offenders have been found.

Thief stealing motorcycles  
from North Side streets

Someone is stealing motorcycles 
from streets and parking garages 
on the North Side, according to a 
community alert from Chicago po-
lice. At least eight motorbikes have 
been stolen since April 1 in an area 
that stretches from Lincoln Park to 
Uptown to Lincoln Square.

According to CPD’s alert, the thief 
struck on the 600 block of W. Ros-
coe at midnight on April 1; the 500 
block of W. Wrightwood at 8 a.m. on 
April 8; the 4700 block of N. Raven-
swood sometime on April 26 or 27; 
the 800 block of W. Agatite between 
April 29 and May 2; the 4300 block 
of N. Hazel at 7:30 p.m. on April 30; 
the 1200 block of W. Waveland at 10 
a.m. on May 1; the 400 block of W. 
Wrightwood at 1:30 p.m. on May 9, 
and the 400 block of W. Surf at 1:30 
p.m. on May 9

Police said the suspect is a black 
male who wears a yellow vest. 

Anyone with information about 
the thefts can contact Area 3 detec-
tives at 312-744-8263 about crime 
pattern P20-3-100.

Rogers Park robberies
Police are warning residents of 

Rogers Park of recent robberies. In 
these incidents, the lone victim is 
approached or passes a group of of-
fenders on bicycles. One, or several 
offenders, approach the victim and 
make a demand. The offender(s) 
strike the victim with their hands or 
hands and feet and remove prop-
erty. 

Incidents include one on the 
6900 block of N. Sheridan Rd. at ap-
proximately 10:15 p.m. April 13, and 
another on the 2200 block of W. 
Greenleaf Ave. approximately 9:57 
p.m. on April 26.

The offenders are described in 
one of the incident as six male, Afri-
can Americans, 16 to 17 years of age, 
5’-9” to 5’-10” tall, 130-150 lbs.

Darnell Dorsey-
Collier

Jujuan Morrissette

A second man who used the Grindr 
gay dating app 
to lure men into 
a series of rob-
beries  on the 
North Side has 
been sentenced 
to 18 years in 
prison.

Stephen Jack-
son, 26, pleaded 
guilty to three 
counts of armed 
robbery and 
one count of at-
tempted armed 
robbery in a plea 
deal with pros-
ecutors. His ac-
complice, Trenell Kirkman, received 
an 18-year sentence late last year.

A total of nine men told police that 
a pair of offenders lured them into 
armed robbery ambushes in Rogers 

Stephen Jackson

Second man sentenced  
in series of Grindr hook-up robberies

Park during the fall of 2017. Chicago 
police arrested Jackson and Kirk-
man after an undercover officer ar-
ranged to meet with them in a sting 
operation, prosecutors said.

Jackson received four concurrent 
prison sentences in exchange for 
his guilty plea: three 18-year terms 
for three of the robberies and a 15-
year term for an attempted robbery 
with a firearm, according to state 
records. He is scheduled to be pa-
roled in October 2026 after serving 
nine years. Illinois gives most prison 
inmates a 50% sentence reduction 
for good behavior.

Prosecutors dropped multiple 
felony counts of aggravated kid-
napping and aggravated unlawful 
restraint as part of their agreement 
with Jackson.

Judge Earl Hoffenberg oversaw 
the case.

Trenell Kirkman

Alijay Jenkins

police beat see p. 10
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE

2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC
5450 N. DAMEN  (at Rascher)         

BEST KEPT SECRET
SUPER CAR WASH 

5739 N. Ravenswood 
 FiresideChicago.com

WE DELIVER

773-561-7433

Hot Food  
at Your  
Front Door

by Michael Roper
Chicago Eater

Since my start as a waiter over 
45 years ago at a tavern, I have 
seen many challenges to the tav-
ern trade in general and my role in 
it specifically. I even saw my first 
bar in Michigan firebombed and 
shuttered by some disgruntled lo-
cal ne’er-do-wells. Nothing in all 
those decades, not even the fire, 
prepared me for March 17. Who 
could have predicted that 2020 
would turn out like this? 

Before the pandemic, a stam-
pede of new brewery taprooms, 
a collapse of neighborhood retail 
that swept the streets of foot traf-
fic, and rising residential rents 
diverted consumer dollars from 
dining and drinking out. The lure 
of TV, computer, and smartphone 
screens didn’t help either.

Actually, January and Febru-
ary of this year were a ray of hope 
for us. That was a change as the 
tavern trade — especially for a 
beer-focused venue like Hopleaf 
— has been difficult since our 
peak year of 2014. 

Cafes and restaurants have also 
been struggling. Simultaneously, 
our costs have been rising de-
spite a static and shrinking pool 
of customers, tempted by a flood 
of new options that compete for 
their food and drink spending. 
That said, January and Febru-
ary were two consecutive months 
when we rang more sales than 
the same months in 2019. I heard 
similar reports from some fellow 
publicans and was feeling opti-
mistic about the coming spring 
and summer. We had a few really 
busy nights that harkened to our 
heyday. And then came COVID-
19 and a mandated closure, and 
the door slammed shut on us.

We felt confident in late Feb-
ruary, so we paid our property 
taxes early and had some overdue 
masonry and mill work done. We 
even scheduled a day of closure 
— something we never do — to 
refinish the dining room floor, 
install a new bar top, and pour a 
new non-slip floor in the kitchen. 
That day was supposed to be 
March 16. Although I quickly 
canceled a couple of the projects, 
I was still a bit cash poor going 
into the state’s mandated closure 
and was shocked at how fast our 
accounts dwindled to nothing. 
We gave away all of our perish-
ables to staff, neighbors, and the 
Lakeview Pantry and closed. The 
bills for those foodstuffs came in 
a few days later along with plenty 
of others. A cash flow business 
with no cash flow starts to wither 
very rapidly. We laid off all 65 
employees.

I will add that I am in a high-
risk group. Due to an accident 
in 2013 where I severed my 
left phrenic nerve, my left lung 
doesn’t fully function. COVID-19 

How the pandemic wreaked havoc  
with one of Chicago’s most venerable beer bars

The owner of Hopleaf Bar 
in Andersonville shares  
the unique challenges  
a tavern faces during  
the novel coronavirus crisis

could be deadly for me. 
On Sunday, March 15, I 
learned one of our em-
ployees showed COVID-
19 symptoms. He was 
tested the following day. 
But since the test was 
sent out of state to be pro-
cessed, more than a week 
passed before we knew 
his diagnosis. He tested 
positive, and thankfully 
his symptoms passed 
quickly and he’s since 
fully recovered. Since I 
had interacted with him 
on his last work day, I was 
nervous. I was not able to 
be tested, but it seems 
that I did not pick it up. 
It seems that no one else 
did either. Since he was 
not showing any symp-
toms, such as coughing, 
and was bar backing, meaning his 
hands were in sanitizer all night, 
his job duties may have saved us 
from contamination. 

I never really contemplated 
food delivery or curbside. We had 
no history of it. Our profits were 
always centered on beer sales. 
Our food was labor intensive and 
our signature menu item, mus-
sels, fare poorly in a box. In fact, 
Hopleaf was always experien-
tial and more about conviviality, 
ambience, comfort, and service 
in combination with exceptional 
food and beverage options. In 
short, it is hard to put Hopleaf in 
a box. I also felt that it was un-
likely to be profitable, and with 
our financial condition critical, 
we could not risk losses. Beyond 
that, how could our kitchen, a 
narrow galley space, ever be safe 
for staff? So, after emptying the 
perishable foods, we turned the 
coolers off, shut the gas off, and 
mothballed the kitchen.

To bring in some revenue, we 
sold off our bottled beers in a pre-
ordered, prepaid, and prepacked 
system that was accomplished 
safely. We sold off kegs to cus-
tomers with kegerators and growl-
ers poured from our draft faucets. 
These were all things we were 
able to do mostly ourselves with 
some volunteer help. It accounted 

for less than four percent of our 
normal sales and even less in 
profits. It helped us stay in touch 
with customers, move some time-
sensitive beverages along, and 
pay a few bills. Customers were 
generous with tips to split among 
our laid-off staff. Selling off so 
much of our inventory means that 
reopening will be akin to opening 
a new tavern. We will need to buy 
a lot of products. 

With at least a month left to go, 
a faltering government response, 
confusing relief options, and un-
certainty about what restrictions 
we might be under when the man-
dated closures end, it is hard to 
say what the future is for Hopleaf 
and thousands of other indepen-
dent drinking and eating estab-
lishments. Can we succeed with 
50% capacity limits? I am not 
sure that the experience of widely 
spread-out table seating, masked 
servers, or sitting at barstools 
that are six feet apart will entice 
people craving normality, espe-
cially when their wallets are a bit 
thin. If we have to take on new 
debt to reopen and then find that 
our business is a fraction of what 
it was in the past, that debt may 
well sink many of us. The Pay-
roll Protection Plan (PPP) relief 
program is particularly baffling 
for businesses like ours. Who 
thinks they’ll be able to retain or 
rehire all of their staff when the 
volume of future business is such 
an unknown? I alternate between 
confidence and despair when I 
think about our business’s future. 
Somehow, confidence wins out 
most of the time.  

I do have concerns about the 
post-pandemic era. Will people 
feel safe and comfortable in 
crowded dining and bar rooms? 
Will they go to live music ven-

ues, theaters, and street festivals? 
Will all the infrastructure we’ve 
set up to make it even more con-
venient to stay home to eat, drink, 
and be entertained backfire on 
us when this ends? Are the hab-
its of our regulars permanently 
changed? Will the time-honored 
place of the corner pub, the cof-
fee shop, the diner, or the favorite 
restaurant in our social lives and 
routines remain intact? I wonder 
about young people who are just 
creating the habits that often last 
a lifetime. Will this pandemic di-
vert them toward a life that does 
not include going out often for 
food, drink, entertainment, and 
social connections? I also fear 
that most of the places that do sur-
vive into 2021 and beyond will be 
owned by investment groups, ab-
sentee owners, corporate chains, 
and others with little connection 
to their neighbors and communi-
ties. We must find a way to save 
as many independent eating and 
drinking businesses as we can. 

Our cities, our neighborhoods, 
and our lives are enriched by these 
special small businesses that are 
often owned by and employ our 

neighbors. Some of these 
places are so much a part 
of the everyday frame-
work of our communities 
that we may take them 
for granted or overlook 
their importance. When 
the mandated closures 
end and we are free to 
go out again, I hope that 
people will make a point 
to support independent 
businesses like ours. The 
experience may be a bit 
less than we’d like to be 
offering for a while, but 
know that as restrictions 
fade, we will be more 
motivated than ever to 
please. A requirement to 
be an entrepreneur is op-
timism, and even in these 
times, the worst of times 
for many of us in the food 

and beverage trade, I feel that 
many will find a way to survive 
and even gain from the experi-
ence. I hope to be one of them, 
and when I am in my quiet, empty 
bar room these days and nights, I 
can’t stop myself from thinking 
about little things I want to do to 
make coming in more special. I 
know that is true for many of my 
fellow publicans and restaura-
teurs.

Michael Roper has been the 
owner of Hopleaf Bar in Ander-
sonville, an essential Chicago 
Pub, since 1992.

Michael Roper has run Hopleaf Bar since 1992 in Andersonville.
Photo courtesy Barry Brecheisen, Eater Chicago

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor

Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer   10 am Worship
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Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer 

7:30 pm Bible Study

Open Arms United 
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

817 Grace St.   773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org
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Chicago Sinfonietta has announced Blake-
Anthony Johnson as their next Executive 
Director. Johnson will officially replace 
Andersonville resident Jim Hirsch, who 
held the position for 15 years. A leader in 
the classical music industry having worked 
with several orchestras and organizations 
including the New World Symphony, Cin-
cinnati Symphony Orchestra and more, 
Johnson’s multifaceted career to date en-
compasses work as an administrator, per-
former, and educator. He is also an award-
winning cellist, he started his career in the 
arts as a professional cellist performing 
throughout the U.S. and abroad as an or-
chestral musician and soloist.

ALWAYS CHIC: Martha Singleton 
Ferris, 87, passed away recently after a 
long career in fashion in Chicago that be-
gan in 1969 when she joined 
Bonwit Teller & Co. as Chi-
cago Director of Fashion 
and Publicity. She was later 
Regional V.P. at Lord & 
Taylor. Well known and re-
spected in Chicago fashion 
circles, she was an accom-
plished professional who 
injected fun and flair into 
her work. She was an alum 
of  New Trier High School 
and Northwestern Univ.

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 
The Archdiocese of Chi-
cago says Catholic masses are to resume in 
Chicago with a 10-person limit. As per the 
guidelines of the Center for Disease Con-
trol. As per Cardinal Cupich.

IF YOU CAN MAKE IT THERE: 
Glad to be Second City now that The New 
York Times tells us that new research re-
veals New York City’s coronavirus out-
break grew so large by early March that 
the city became the primary source of new 
infections in the United States. New York 
acted as the Grand Central Station for the 
COVID-19 virus, with the opportunity to 
move from there in so many directions, to 
so many places, said David Engelthaler, 
head of the infectious disease branch of 
the Translational Genomics Research In-
stitute in Arizona. “We now have enough 

data to feel pretty confident that New York 
was the primary gateway for the rest of the 
country,” Nathan Grubaugh, an epidemi-
ologist at the Yale School of Public Health, 
told the Grey Lady.

LOCKDOWN DERBY: No Kentucky 
Derby or Mint Juleps for 2020. Historic. 
Add to that the cancellation of Pitchfork.

CANALS AND ARIAS: Cynthia  
Olson sharing concerns during the pan-
demic for her beloved Venice, a waterway 
city of artistic refinement and architectural 
wonder, in one of Italy’s high Corona re-
gions. She offers an image of Santa Maria 
della Salute, the church Venetians built in 
1631 to honor the Virgin Mary’s protection 
following a terrible plague.

JUST IN FROM CANDACE: Can-
dace Jordan was with comedian Tom 
Dreesen (aka “The Man Who Made Si-
natra Laugh”), joining the Gibson Bar & 

Steakhouse crowd for a 
one-night-only livestream 
Zoom, an evening of nev-
er-before-told stories from 
Tom’s friendship with the 
legendary Frank Sinatra. 
And great Gibson’s carry-
outs.

JUST IN: Jim Kinney 
tells us the Jewel on Clark 
and Division is refusing en-
trance to anyone without a 
mask. Many Millennials 
turned away in frustration. 
Guess they did not know 

what mandatory means. Our educational 
system needs an overhaul.

SHALOM: Sam Batt ran the iconic 
Mama Batt’s Restaurant at 22nd Street 
and Michigan Ave., for decades, continu-
ing a family tradition of offering Jewish 
specialties, steaks and chops to customers 
who were sometimes drawn by the restau-
rant’s ample parking and bus service to 
nearby McCormick Place and Comiskey 
Park. All the cozy fixings from chopped 
liver to brisket were in ample supply. Like 
Mamma Batt used to make. As a child I 
still remember that Batt’s advertised on the 
Jack Eigen radio show from the Chez Pa-
ree. Both my Irish grandmothers were Jack 
Eigen addicts. So their common knowledge 
about show business life in Chicago was hi-

larious. They always 
knew when Shecky 
Green was in town. 
I always thought 
that was Sam Batt’s 
doing. He was gen-
erous, comedic, de-
voted and dedicated 
to the traditions of 
Chicago’s Jewish 
life. His food was 
iconic and delicious. 
And these days a rarity. His restaurant was 
a GHQ for Chicago sports, And his diners 
were Chicago’s old-fashioned creme-de-
la-creme. Kup, Judge Abraham Lincoln 
Marovitz, Jack Brickhouse, 
Bill Veeck, Nellie Fox, Luis 
Aparicio and Early Wynn 
all noshing in what once 
was Al Capone’s stompin’ 
ground, the Lexington Ho-
tel. Where Geraldo Rivera 
opened the safe. We mourn 
Sam’s gentlemanly passing.

ALWAYS SO PROUD 
OF ZWECKER: Hard 
to believe it was just a few 
short months ago when Bill 
Zwecker was laughing and 
catching up with other Amer-
ican journalists at the Critics 
Choice Awards. Missing those days, but 
trying to stay safe.

PAX TIBI: Rebecca M. Adelman, 
“Bess,” age 36, recently of Brooklyn, NY, 
was fatally injured on April 22, in a traf-
fic accident on her way to work at the New 
York Presbyterian Hospital 
NICU. She was the daugh-
ter of Patricia and Howard 
Adelman of Chicago. After 
graduating from Wellesley 
College in 2004, she saw the 
world as her oyster, focusing 
on public service, eventually 
joining the Obama Presi-
dential Campaign staff. She 
later worked in the Dept. of 
HHS during both Obama 
terms, rising to the position 
of its Deputy Liaison to the 
White House. She leaves a spouse, Caro-
line Lemelin, and was the devoted mother 
of twin two-year-old sons.

LOCKDOWN SOCIETY: Lainie 
Petersen is taking the time, ahem, to lo-
cate Chicago’s best Manhattan and thinks 
she may have discovered it at Ward Eight 
and will investigate as soon as it’s legal… 
Mark Olley arranging the soundtrack of 
Lockdown with the elegant sound of Bob-
by Short and memories of better days at 
the Cafe Carlise… Vonita Reescer recall-
ing her favorite thing to do in NYC, staying 
at The Carlyle and catching the immortal 
Bobby Short, saying she used to work with 
his brother, Reggie Short, in her banking 
days, admitting they were always treated 
like royalty… Rob Sabetto proudly dis-
playing a new family portrait with Aaron 
Miller at Fisher Studio with their beloved 
pooch… Sherry Lea Fox made it to La-
guna Beach, CA and is doing Lockdown at 
the Montage Laguna Beach… Thad Wong 
reminding us of the perils of the times with 
barber shops being closed… Chefs Charles 
Jordan and Candace just baked up a batch 

of banana muffins 
with black walnuts, 
that’s the ticket… 
Jolanta Ruege defi-
nitely in a polka 
dot kind of mood… 
the McGuire 
girls, Eleanor and 
Brooke,  taking ad-
vantage of the balmy 
evening and making 
S’mores, at the fam-

ily S’mores pit… Jim Kinney and Brian 
White at their Moveable Feast of Desti-
nation Dining, packing their bags for a 
trip outside their front door in Lockdown 

(dinner in the hallway), their 
first dining “out” in many 
weeks with dinner served on 
Brian’s post-college Spode 
China with his childhood 
silverware, having spent the 
day preparing a lobster Ther-
midor with a béchamel sauce 
au gratin with Dirk’s provid-
ing the lobster bisque to start 
and trifle for dessert. Of 
course, Seersucker was the 
dress code to coordinate with 
the blue and white Spode. 
You could hear Edith Piaf 
singing in the background.

LOCKDOWN PASTRY: Jennifer 
Sutton Brieva whipping up her Extreme 
Banana Nut Bread. Here’s the recipe: To-
tal: 1 hr. 30 minutes, yield: 2 - 9x5-inch 
loaves. Two cups all-purpose flour, 1 tea-
spoon salt, 2 teaspoons baking soda, 1 cup 

butter or margarine, 2 cups 
white sugar, 2 cups mashed 
overripe bananas, 4 eggs 
beaten, 1 cup chopped wal-
nuts. Serves 24.

P R E C K W I N K L E  
JUSTICE: According to 
police and Assistant State’s 
Attorney James Murphy, 
officers in the 18th Police 
District pulled up CPD sur-
veillance camera feeds after 
a 911 caller reported people 
breaking into cars on the 

first block of E. Scott St. shortly after mid-
night April 29. They saw them breaking 
into cars red-handed. They were quickly 
caught driving the wrong way in the 900 
block of N. Lake Shore Dr. a few minutes 
later. Prosecutors charged 38-year-old 
Willis Baker with felony burglary and 
misdemeanor criminal trespass to vehicles. 
Baker previously served prison time for 
residential burglary in 2008 and posses-
sion of a stolen motor vehicle. Judge Su-
sana Ortiz released him on his own recog-
nizance. Larry McGee, 50, is also charged 
with felony burglary, his criminal history 
includes five drug-related felony convic-
tions and three misdemeanor convictions. 
Judge Ortiz also released him on his own 
recognizance. Revolving door justice.

I’ve never canceled a subscription to 
a newspaper because of a bad cartoon 
or editorials. If that were the case, I 
wouldn’t have any newspapers or maga-
zines to read. -- Richard Nixon

tog515@gmail.com

hindsight from p. 2
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FREE VACUUMING
3218 W. Irving 

4550 W. Addison
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Automatic Car Wash

$3  
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CAR WASH
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ESTABLISHED 1953

by Alayne Trinko
The DePaulia

A DePaul Univ. student alleg-
edly participated in an online 
shopping scam, selling free toilet 
paper in exchange for a shipping 
and handling fee, according to a 
report by CBS 2 Chicago.

The student has not been iden-
tified as he has not been charged 
with a crime.

Victims say that the website, 
Sally’s Depot, collected payment 
but no toilet paper was delivered 
in return.

Hundreds of desperate people 
came across the ad on facebook, 
and when some victims attempted 
to reach out to the seller via email 
about their toilet paper order, the 
email bounced back as invalid.

The student in question knew 
he could make a lot of money 
scamming people online – and he 
bragged about it on social media, 
according to footage the alleged 

DePaul student accused  
of leading online toilet paper scam

scammer posted online found by 
CBS 2 Chicago.

“Just put two and two togeth-
er, and you’ll realize how much 
money you can make doing this,” 
he allegedly said. 

The suburban police dept. serv-
ing the hometown of the perpe-
trator told The DePaulia that they 
could neither confirm nor deny 
that the DePaul student is being 
investigated, but they did say that 
an investigation of similar nature 
is underway.

Students and alumni are baf-
fled by the allegations. 

“Obviously it’s wrong, but 
that’s hilarious people are buy-
ing TP off Facebook,” DePaul  
senior Colby Marchio said. It’s  
sad how far people have to go to  
get a decent wipe nowadays.”

“That guy should not only 
have his name blasted every-
where to be publicly shamed, but 
charges should be pressed. He is 
scum,” DePaul alumnus Danny  

a little something for you.’” 
“Superhero off duty,” “You’re 

our superhero,” items were in-
cluded, along with a Mather logo 
mug, a little tiny flowerpot, notes 
with teacher appreciation senti-
ments. This and more are what 
Alfred happily discovered in her 
goodie bag. 

“They had to actually make 
these bags for every teacher,” said 
Alfred, who also runs a charity 
called Haiti Reads (haitireads.
org), which sets up libraries in 
various schools in the island’s 
Port Au Prince area. 

“Oh my God it was just unbe-
lievable,” added Alfred, whose 
husband, Gerald, is in the bands 
Indika Reggae, and Creole Roots. 
“I couldn’t believe they went out 
of their way. They took all this 
time delivering these little gifts 
for their teachers.” 

Nourishing the community… 
are Prudence and George Fak-
laris, owners of Honeybear Café, 
7036 N. Clark St.  The pair were 
definitely “thrown a curveball” 
when shortly after newly opening 
their restaurant in February, the 
pandemic started.  

So what did they do? Besides 
offering takeouts of their yummy 
grub, the pair started feeding first 
responders and now every Sunday 
-- and sometimes Saturdays too -- 
they provide meals at St. Francis 

Hospital in Evanston, supplying 
breakfast burritos, wrap sand-
wiches, fruit cups -- grab-and-go 
food that’s easy to eat yet nour-
ishing. 

“We’re passing out food 
throughout the hospital,” said 
Prudence Faklaris. “It’s nice be-
cause we have customer support 
in the area. 

“We’re not doing what they do 
every day,” Faklaris said of those 
on the front lines. 

The generous couple has also 
signed up with the Rogers Park 
Community Response Team, to 
provide up to 10 meals a day to 
anybody in need. They are help-
ing to pay their staff by selling 
locally-sourced pounds of coffee 
blended especially for their café 
that people can order either whole 
or ground through their website at 
honeybearrp.com. 

Faklaris told me that she and 
her husband feel “fortunate and 
blessed” to be part of the Rogers 
Park community. Funny, but I feel 
the same way about having a giv-
ing business like theirs being part 
of my neighborhood.  

If you’d like to contribute to 
feeding frontline workers at St. 
Francis, please go to Venmo@
Honeybearfrontlinefund. 

All you need is love… here’s 
wishing the happiest of wedding 
anniversaries to the adored and 
adorable Old Town couple Shir-
ley and Norman Baugher, who 

celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on Sunday. We wish 
these lovely lovebirds many more 
years of happiness and send them 
lots of love! 

Facelift for Sullivan!... a long 
overdue, $25 million makeover 
is in the works for Sullivan High 
School, 6631 N. Bosworth Ave. 
Woo-hoo! I’ve lived in Rogers 
Park since 1976, and I honestly 
can’t recall the school getting this 
kind of attention ever. 

Apparently, the leaky roof will 
be replaced, and the science labs 
and gym will get an overhaul, 
with the gymnasium receiving 
new bleachers, a scoreboard, and 
backboards. The school, which 
opened in 1923, will get new win-
dows, new paint and plaster, and, 
best of all, masonry work will re-
pair its historic façade features. 

“This project will help contin-
ue to build pride in our neighbor-
hood schools while providing stu-
dents with the shelter they need to 
be successful once they return to 
school,” 49th Ward Ald. Maria 
Hadden told constituents. 

Work is scheduled to start pos-
sibly this week and continue until 
the Fall of 2021. Being a longtime 
neighborhood resident, I can’t 
wait to see the finished product. 
Just an FYI: Sullivan has 642 
students, 90% of them are low 
income.

pandemic from p. 3

Congrats to Shirley and Norman 
Baugher, who celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary on 
May 10.

A trio of published poets liv-
ing in three states will offer read-
ings from their homes to yours in 
a virtual program presented by 
Friends of the Edgewater Library, 
6000 N. Broadway, 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday, May 16. 

The panel will share poetry 
from their latest works followed 
by a Q&A session moderated by 
author Jane Ward, co-chair of the 
volunteer, nonprofit organization 
that supports the Chicago Public 
Library’s Edgewater Branch.

Ken Taylor, a Chicago resident 
and co-founder and contributing 
editor of Lute & Drum, an online 
journal of poetry and poetics, will 
read selections from self-portrait 
as Joseph Cornell. Cornell is an 
American artist known as the cre-
ator of surrealist shadow boxes 
featuring found objects. 

“Writing poetry is challenging 
and may not be as dependable a 
way to find connection or com-
fort,” said Taylor. “It’s easy to 
forget that the poem is really  in 
charge. Trying to stay out of the 
way of messing it up is what I 
feel I’m mostly doing. And then 
there’s the reader or the listener 
who often  completes the job by 
lifting what’s been taken into  a 
place that may not have been in-
tended, but is no less real or won-
drous. And what’s better than that 
when you’re stuck at home?”

The other two poets in the Po-
etry@Home program are J. Peter 
Moore and Maggie Zurawski. 
Moore is a literary critic, poet 
and editor who teaches at Purdue 
Univ. In Indiana. He’ll read selec-
tions from his Zippers and Jeans 
poetry collection. 

Zurawski  is an award-winning 
poet and associate professor of 
English and creative writing at 
the Univ. of Georgia where she 
directs the creative writing pro-
gram. She’ll read selections from 
her latest collection, (Distressed 
Properties).

To register for the free program 
that will be delivered via Zoom, 
email info@FOELchicago.org.

Maggie Zurawski 
Photo by Kelly Marshall

Friends group presents  
‘Poetry@Home’ May 16

Ken Taylor

J. Peter Moore

Minard said.
“If they are indeed guilty, 

such disgusting behavior should 
be punished in such a way that 
they truly learn their lesson,”  

Minard added. “Charges should 
be pressed and they should be ex-
pelled.”

DePaul issued the following 
statement: “In general, we refer 
reporters to law enforcement to 
provide detail on any criminal 
investigation and, when appropri-
ate, follow established policies 
and procedures to respond to al-
legations of student misconduct.”

While mom and dad prep food for 
first responders, Olivia, Nicholas 
and Dimitri Faklaris keep their par-
ents company at the family’s Hon-
eybear Cafe.

Teachers at Mather High School, 
5835 N. Lincoln Ave., were pleas-
antly surprised when school admin-
istrators unexpectedly dropped off 
Mather-related goodie bags to their 
homes.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK NA, SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO 
BANK OF AMERICA, NA, SUCCESSOR IN IN-
TEREST TO LASALLE BANK NA, AS TRUSTEE, 
ON BEHALF OF THE HOLDERS OF THE WASH-
INGTON MUTUAL MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES, WMALT SERIES 2006-AR10 
Plaintiff,
-v.-
ELIZABETH A. KEELEY, ROBERT BIDDLE V, 
CITIBANK, N.A. SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO 
CITIBANK, FSB AND FIRMUS FINANCIAL, LLC
Defendants
19 CH 3120 
405-07 W. EUGENIE ST. 
CHICAGO, IL 60614 
NOTICE OF SALE
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above cause on March 3, 2020, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on 
June 8, 2020, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell 
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate:
      Commonly known as 405-07 W. EUGENIE ST., 
CHICAGO, IL 60614     
 Property Index No. 14-33-331-007-0000
The real estate is improved with a single family 
residence.
The judgment amount was $960,569.70.
       Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted.  The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated 
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the 
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or oth-
er lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residential real estate arose prior 
to the sale. The subject property is subject to gener-
al real estate taxes, special assessments, or special 
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered 
for sale without any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the court.
      Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
      The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
      If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
      IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
      For information, LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEV-
EL, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 175 N. Franklin Street, 
Suite 201, CHICAGO, IL, 60606 (312) 357-1125 
Please refer calls to the sales department. Please 
refer to file number 19-01031.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC
175 N. Franklin Street, Suite 201
CHICAGO IL, 60606
312-357-1125
E-Mail: pleadings@nevellaw.com
Attorney File No. 19-01031
Attorney Code. 18837
Case Number: 19 CH 3120
TJSC#: 40-1372
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 19 CH 3120

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
SANTANDER BANK, N.A.
Plaintiff,
-v.-
BRETT E. OPIE, ELIZABETH B. OPIE, UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, ORCHARD PARK HOM-
EOWNERS' ASSOCIATION
Defendants
2019 CH 10275
1479 CLYBOURN AVENUE UNIT D
CHICAGO, IL 60610
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on March 5, 2020, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on June 
8, 2020, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, One 
South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell at a 
public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth below, 

purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring 
the residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid 
at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment credi-
tor, or other lienor acquiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and to the residential real 
estate arose prior to the sale. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate taxes, special as-
sessments, or special taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale without any represen-
tation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
      Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
      The property will NOT be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no representation as to the 
condition of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to verify all in-
formation.
      If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
      IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a gov-
ernment agency (driver's license, passport, etc.) in 
order to gain entry into our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
      For information, Thomas M. Olson, KOVITZ 
SHIFRIN NESBIT Plaintiff's Attorneys, 175 N. Ar-
cher Avenue, Mundelein, IL, 60060 (847) 537-0500. 
Please refer to file number CLOW001/39010.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
Thomas M. Olson
KOVITZ SHIFRIN NESBIT
175 N. Archer Avenue
Mundelein IL, 60060
847-537-0500
E-Mail: tolson@ksnlaw.com
Attorney File No. CLOW001/39010
Attorney Code. 38862
Case Number: 19 CH 10492
TJSC#: 40-1006
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 19 CH 10492

060606

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING LLC; 
Plaintiff,
vs. 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF FLOR-
ENCE BRAUDY CARL SANDBURG VILLAGE 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION NO. 2; ANDREW 
BRAUDY, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS AN  INDEPEN-
DENT EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE OF  FLOR-
ENCE MARY BRAUDY; MICHAEL BRAUDY; 
ESTATE  OF FLORENCE MARY BRAUDY; UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND NONRECORD CLAIM-
ANTS;
Defendants,
17 CH 11777
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial 
Sales Corporation will on Tuesday, June 9, 2020 
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West 
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, sell 
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 17-04-207-086-1022.
Commonly known as 1460 North Sandburg Ter-
race, Apartment 2501, Chicago, IL 60610.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with a 
condominium residence. The purchaser of the 
unit other than a mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required by subdivisions 
(g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium 
Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, 
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The 
property will NOT be open for inspection.
For information call Law Clerk at Plaintiff's Attor-
ney, The Wirbicki Law Group, 33 West Monroe 
Street, Chicago, Illinois 60603. (312) 360-9455. 
W17-0668
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3150319
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the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 1479 CLYBOURN AVENUE 
UNIT D, CHICAGO, IL 60610
Property Index No. 17-04-115-064-0000
The real estate is improved with a residence.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judicial 
Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee 
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality 
Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential real 
estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction 
thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to 
exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be 
paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential 
real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or 
by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in 
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the 
sale. The subject property is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a lien 
prior to that of the United States, the United States 
shall have one year from the date of sale within 
which to redeem, except that with respect to a lien 
arising under the internal revenue laws the period 
shall be 120 days or the period allowable for re-
demption under State law, whichever is longer, and 
in any case in which, under the provisions of section 
505 of the Housing Act of 1950, as amended (12 
U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) of section 3720 
of title 38 of the United States Code, the right to 
redeem does not arise, there shall be no right of 
redemption.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-19-07913
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2019 CH 10275
TJSC#: 40-1448
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2019 CH 10275
I3150660
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
LOWELL HOUSE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION 
Plaintiff,
-v.-
TRINITY GREEN LLC-88 W SCHILLER
Defendants
19 CH 10492 
88 W. SCHILLER ST, #1001 
CHICAGO, IL 60610 
NOTICE OF SALE
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above cause on January 14, 2020, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 28, 2020, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell 
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate:
      Commonly known as 88 W. SCHILLER ST, 
#1001, CHICAGO, IL 60610    
 Property Index No. 17-04-209-043-1008
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $60,897.28.
       Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted.  The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated 
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
1900 CAPITAL TRUST II, BY U.S. BANK TRUST 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS INDIVID-
UAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS CERTIFICATE 
TRUSTEE 
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JOHN C. TURI, AS TRUSTEE UNDER THE 
TERMS AND PROVISIONS OF CERTAIN TRUST 
AGREEMENT DATED SEPTEMBER 24, 2012 
AND DESIGNATED THE JOHN C. TURI REVO-
CABLE LIVING TRUST DATED SEPTEMBER 24, 
2012, JOHN C. TURI, GRAN-OAK CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION, INC.
Defendants
18 CH 12532 
2310 WEST GRANVILLE AVENUE UNIT 3 
CHICAGO, IL 60659 
NOTICE OF SALE
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above cause on March 4, 2020, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on 
June 5, 2020, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell 
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate:
      Commonly known as 2310 WEST GRANVILLE 
AVENUE UNIT 3, CHICAGO, IL 60659 
 Property Index No. 14-06-106-036-1020
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $268,757.11.
       Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by 
certified funds at the close of the sale payable to 
The Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party 
checks will be accepted.  The balance, including 
the Judicial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief Fund, which is calcu-
lated on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for 
each $1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid 
by the purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee 

where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
      For information, the sales department, Anselmo 
Lindberg & Associates, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 
1771 W. Diehl Road, Suite 120, NAPERVILLE, IL, 
60563 (630) 453-6960 For bidding instructions, visit 
www.AnselmoLindberg.com.. Please refer to file 
number F19040095.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
Anselmo Lindberg & Associates, LLC
1771 W. Diehl Road, Suite 120
NAPERVILLE IL, 60563
630-453-6960
E-Mail: ilpleadings@dallegal.com
Attorney File No. F19040095
Attorney ARDC No. 3126232 
Attorney Code. 58852
Case Number: 18 CH 12532
TJSC#: 40-1453
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 18 CH 12532
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acquiring the residential real estate pursuant to its 
credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment 
creditor, or other lienor acquiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and to the residential real 
estate arose prior to the sale. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate taxes, special as-
sessments, or special taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale without any represen-
tation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
      Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
      The property will NOT be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no representation as to the 
condition of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to verify all in-
formation.
      If this property is a condominium unit, or a unit 
which is part of a common interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other 
than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  In accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 5/15-1507(c)(1)(h-1) and (h-2), 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1), 
you are hereby notified that the purchaser of the 
property, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the as-
sessments and legal fees required by subsections 
(g)(1) and (g)(4) of section 9 and the assessments 
required by subsection (g-1) of section 18.5 of the 
Illinois Condominium Property Act.
      IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 

convenience stores that sell liquor, they can 
stay open later, but can’t sell any alcoholic 
beverages after 9 p.m. Mayor Lightfoot 
noted that businesses violating the order 
could be fined and possibly stripped of 
their liquor license.

While Chicago has a long history to ex-
amine on selling liquor in good times and 
bad, several factors are working against pot 
sales going forward. The foremost concern 
being the loss of income for many Chica-
goans who lost their jobs from the lock-
down. Add in global supply chain disrup-
tions, combined with the cannabis industry 
not being eligible for federal relief grants, 
and unable to legally acquire loans from 
commercial banks, which may slow or stop 
cultivation, and you see an industry facing 
some serious ‘unknowns’ moving forward.

Andrew Miller, a senior analyst at AEG, 

high time from p. 5 predicts that medical cannabis sales will 
see a short-term boost as patients con-
cerned about dispensary closures engage in 
panic-buying. “Illinois and Maryland both 
saw their medical cannabis sales increase 
by over 20% in March,” he noted. And in 
Massachusetts, where a stay-at-home order 
banned recreational cannabis sales, medi-
cal patient registrations have more than tri-
pled as consumers seek to switch to medi-
cal cannabis. 

Initial data suggests that recreational 
cannabis sales held steady in March as 
well. Illinois and Michigan both saw recre-
ational sales increase despite stay-at-home 
orders.

Although initial data show increased 
demand, Miller notes that we won’t have 
a clearer picture of the epidemic’s impact 
until states begin reporting sales data for 
April. “Unlike March,” Miller said, “sales 
data for April will reflect a full month of 

use, which medical conditions qualify for 
treatment and the importance of getting a 
good consultation. Harshbarger became an 
expert advocate for cannabidiol medicine 
in 2011 to treat her own rare blood cancer.

Registration is required by Friday, May 
22, call 312-281-6018 or visit TheArtisWay.
com/InsideBooster. Artis Senior Living, 
3535 N. Ashland Ave., offers free personal 
tours, call 877-318-6691.

Cannabis contains over 100 unique 
compounds called cannabinoids. The best-
known and most heavily researched can-
nabinoids are THC and CBD. Researchers 

have discovered that these cannabinoids 
interact with the body’s own endocannabi-
noid system, resulting in some surprising 
medical benefits.

Cannabis has been shown to help patients 
suffering from a wide range of conditions, 
including Alzheimer’s disease, anxiety, 
cancer, chronic pain, Crohn’s disease, epi-
lepsy/seizures, glaucoma, loss of appetite, 
muscle spasms, PTSD, and schizophrenia.

More than half of all U.S. states now 
have laws permitting the medical use of 
marijuana. Some of these states, though, 
are very specific about how marijuana may 
be consumed.

webinar from p. 5

In another incident: the one main offender 
is described as: male, African American, 20 
plus years of age, 5’-10” in height, and 150 lbs. 
A group of male African Americans and Cauca-
sians remained behind the main offender.

Police respond to explosions, find drugs 
inside River North apartment

Two explosions that jolted a River North 
neighborhood last month were large firecrack-
ers tossed from an 18th floor apartment at State 
and Illinois St., and Chicago police now say they 
found narcotics in the apartment but due to the 
pandemic could not make any arrests.

The explosions were reported by multiple 
people, as far as six blocks away, at about 12:36 
a.m. on April 20. One 911 caller described an ex-
plosion as sounding like a stun grenade.

As police cars cruised through the area, a 
man outside Hotel Palomar approached officers 
and, according to police, claimed to be a federal 
agent. He told officers he saw people throw fire-

crackers off a balcony of a rental unit above the 
hotel.

The west-facing unit has a distinctive display 
of Christmas lights in a window, which helped 
the doorman at 505 N. State St. direct police to 
Unit 1807. When they got to the unit, officers 
found numerous people inside – along with an 
open backpack that allegedly contained Ziploc 
bags of suspected cannabis, a bag containing 
suspected Xanax, and $3,165 in cash.

The owner of the backpack, according to 
police, was a 23-year-old, 320-pound Hispanic 
man. When officers asked him about the drugs, 
he said, “I don’t know how it got there.”

Officers took the backpack, suspected Xanax, 
and money but returned the cannabis. Because 
testing labs were closed due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, police say they could not arrest the 
man but noted in their report that charges could 
be pursued at a later date.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com  
and Steven Dahlman

police beat from p. 6

stay-at-home orders and provide a better 
look at their impact on cannabis sales.”

Another factor working against Chicago 
for both pot and booze sales is the impact 
of the downturn in tourism. Chicago and Il-
linois are highly dependent on out-of-state 
consumers who account for one-quarter of 
all recreational sales. With so few travel-
ing, and so many conventions and trade 
shows cancelled and postponed, entertain-
ment spending this year in Chicago will be 
down severely.

And while no licenses have been lost yet, 
the city is starting to get serious about vio-

lators. Both the Alibaba Hookah Bar, 4046 
W. Lawrence, and Cortland’s Garage, 1645 
W. Cortland St., were busted for allegedly 
allowing dine-in customers rather than of-
fering take-home or delivery orders.

Cortland issued a release denying any 
wrongdoing, calling the city’s charges 
“wholly untrue,” arguing two customers 
had been waiting for a takeout. According 
to the management, the customers didn’t 
eat or drink anything as they waited for 
their order.

Nobody answered the phone at Alibaba.
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Service Directory/Classifieds To place an ad, call 773.465.9700 
E-mail: insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com 
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

First Impressions Count!
SHOE SHINE DIRECT

Simple...

FREE  
Pick-Up & 
Delivery

• We’ll Pick-Up Your Shoes
• We’ll Clean Them
• We’ll Shine Them
• We’ll Call, Text or Email  

When They’re Ready &  
Deliver Them Back to You!

Call 773-307-2154
or 773-392-3388

SHOE 
MAINTENANCE

PLUMBING

773-724-9272
jblantonplumbing.com

5126 N. Ravenswood Ave.

We’re Local & Offer 24-Hour 
Emergency Service. 

Best Warranties in the Industry!

Let Our Family  
Take Care of Yours   

With Any PLUMBING,  
DRAIN or SEWER NUISANCE!

CLASSIFIEDS
Adoption

Pregnant? Considering Adoption?  We help with food, 
housing, medical, counseling, etc.  You can relocate.  
Choose adoptive family for your baby.  We’re friendly, 
caring, completely confidential. Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Expenses Paid. 
Nationwide Agency. Talk With Us 24/7. 866-716-
3041. Online Chat. Online Application. www.onetrue-
gift.com. Text 515-778-2341.

Auctions
State of Illinois Surplus Property Online Auction - 
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment, 
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much 
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Autos Wanted
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!  All Makes/Models 
2002-2019! Any Condition. Running or Not. Top 
$$$ Paid! Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-985-1806

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled - it doesn’t matter! Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-844-294-
2531

Business Opportunities
America’s #1 Home Based Business! Up to $20k/
mo. Perfect for Introverts, Never Call Anyone, Text 
“INFO” 800-343-6297 or Call for Prerecorded Msg

Cars For Sale
1998 Dodge RV V2500 V8, 318CID, 120K miles, 
lots of new, some rust. Needs front bumper $6998. 
Call John 773-818-0808

Collectibles
POSTAGE STAMP SHOW Westin Hotel 400 Park 
Blvd Itasca IL November 22-24 Hours Fri  Sat 10-6 
Sun 10-4 Free Parking and Admission Info at www.
Chicagopex.org

Commercial Space
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 700 sq. 
ft.; 1,000 sq. ft. & 1,100 sq. ft. Three-year lease @ 
$15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven funds. 
773-772-0808 please leave message.

Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH.  FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE.  CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING – Get FAA Tech-
nician certification. Approved for military benefits.  
Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204

Help Wanted. Paid Daily. No Experience Needed. 
Full Details Go To: www.BestEasyWork.com/
bamidan

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at 
home for a career as a Medical Office Professional 
at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.com 

Education/Career Training
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands 
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment - Drivers
FALL INTO A GREAT NEW CAREER AT TTI! 
$1600 Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS 
*Flatbed *Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26% 
Gross Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/
Reefer. Full benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insur-
ance, 6 paid Holidays, + Industry leading Driver 
Bonus Program! Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth 
or Mike at TTI Inc. 1-800-222-5732 Apply online 
ttitrucking.com

WARM UP WITH A NEW CAREER AT TTI! $1600 
Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS *Flatbed  
*Step Deck  *Van  *LTL Reefer.  Pay is 26% Gross 
Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/Reefer. Full 
benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insurance, 6 paid 
Holidays + Industry leading Driver Bonus Program! 
Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth or Mike at TTI 
Inc 1-800-222-5732  Apply online ttitrucking.com

Financial
ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

For Sale
Blueberries - Certified Organic - Seasonal U-Pick 
and Pre-Picked, Year-round frozen - Clean fields, 
easy picking, Northwest Indiana, easy access off 
80/90. Check us out at www.BlueberryRanch.com

Gun/Hunting Gear
GUN SHOW: October 11-13. Union Grove Fair-
grounds, 19805 Durand Ave, Union Grove, WI. Fri 
3-8pm, Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm. $7 (under 14 
FREE) Buy/Sell, 608-752-6677 www.bobandrocco.
com

Health
FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or GARDENERS, 
did you or a loved one use Roundup Weed Killer 
and were diagnosed with NON-HODGKINS LYM-
PHOMA (Cancer)?  You may be entitled to com-
pensation.  Call Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

Health/Fitness
GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Help Wanted/Employment
Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related 
req.  Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. , 
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire,  IL 60069.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL 
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121 
drive4stevens.com

$500+ Paid Daily The Easy Way. Go To: www.Paid-
DailyGroup.com

Home Improvements
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save 
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old 
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539
NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Empire TodayÆ to 
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Janitorial
Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON 
AREAS CLEANING• OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING • POWER WASHING - SNOW 
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.generalcleaningchicago.com

Legal Services
NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the Illinois State Bar Association Illinois 
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855 
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Medical Misc.
Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!  Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery.  
Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior 
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! 
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop your home from foreclo-
sure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your High-Speed In-
ternet Thing. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per month. Ask us how to 
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-833-707-0984

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed 
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR 
!  Stream 1000’s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

Become a Published Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call 
for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-855-404-2366

Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Com-
pany, out of state move $799 Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on your Long distance move. 
1-844-452-1706

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for [350+ ] proce-
dures. Real dental insurance -NOT just a discount 
plan. [Don’t wait!] Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-877-308-2834 
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help get you approved! No money out of pockets! 
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may 
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, 
NO risk! We’ve recovered millions. Let us help you!! 
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/month. Se-
lect All-Included Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR 
Upgrade. Premium movie channels, FREE for 3 
mos! Call 1-855-781-1565

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today 
for $100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some restrictions 
apply)

Miscellaneous, cont.
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-402-0373

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels & 
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt l Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice 
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months. 
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with AT&T 
Next® and AT&T Next Every Year;  $250 Gift Card 
for Switching to AT&T! (*Requires well-qualified 
credit. Limits & restrictions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER! Fast, Effec-
tive Treatment. Available: Hardware Stores, Home 
Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down 
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention 
88272 for a risk free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting at 
$49.99/mo! Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease customers! Limited Time, 
Call 1-855-973-9254

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be 
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed. 
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies 
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

!! OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World 
Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for 
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second 
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited 
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-652-9304 or 
visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/national

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-481-3969 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.com/national

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS**  Give 
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now 
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD 
& brochure!  1-866-471-1334

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give 
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or 
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

• Welder Generator

• Rodding Machine Tools

• Rigid Threading Machine

• Tank Torch Set

• Cutting Torch Tank Set     

• Woodworking Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED • CHEAP

773-818-0808

Miscellaneous, cont.
Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and  Leukemia may 
result from RoundUp exposure.  A recent $2 billion 
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.  
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your 
RoundUp case today.

Motorcycles
TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES! 
1900-1980 Dead or Alive 888-800-1932 or 920-
371-0494

Real Estate For Sale
TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT $34,900 BANK OR-
DERED SALE MASSIVE LAKE Dockable acreage 
on Kentucky Lake. Way under market value. RV 
ready. 888-386-9446 https://tnlandings.com/Of-
fered by Waters Edge Properties Inc - Broker

Recycling
Interested in helping the environment, those less 
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990, 
offers recycling service as well as:  Used plastic 
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric. 
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210  Email: 
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Sporting Goods
BADGER MILITARY COLLECTIBLE & MILITARY 
FIREARMS SHOW: August 2&3, Waukesha Expo 
Forum, 1000 Northview Rd., Waukesha, WI. Fri 
3pm-8pm, Sat 9am-4pm. $8. 608-752-6677 www.
bobandrocco.com

Training/Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy
FREON WANTED: We pay CA$H for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Certi-
fied Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 or visit Refrig-
erantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLEC-
TOR. ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT 
COKE MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES. 
I PAY CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184. 

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer 
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics 
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201

AIRLINE CAREERS

CELL 847-749-8227
773-854-9682

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

DADRASS
PAINTING

• FREE ESTIMATES •

KITCHEN & BATH  
REMODELING

DADRASSPAINTING@YAHOO.COM

PAINTING

WALLPAPER  
PAINTING

by David
773-969-0766

&

ASBESTOS/HEALTH

Notice of Public Sale

THE LOCK UP SELF STORAGE  
at 1930 N Clybourn Ave, Chicago, IL 60614  
will sell the contents of the following units t 

o satisfy a lien to the highest bidder  
on 05-26-2020 by 11:00 AM  

at WWW.STORAGETREASURES.COM.   
All goods must be removed from the unit  

within 48 hours.  
Unit availability subject to  

prior settlement of account.

Unit #1038 Tonya Tate
Unit #133   Barton Faist

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

Community rat survey  
underway at Lincoln Park Zoo

North Siders are being invited to partici-
pate in a research study by taking a 15-min-
ute anonymous survey about rats in your 
community. 

The survey by The Urban Wildlife Institute 
at the Lincoln Park Zoo wants to hear from 
everyone over the age of 18, even if you do 
not currently have rat problems. The goal 
of this study is to determine if staying at 
home has changed rat problems in homes 
across Chicago and if this has changed pub-
lic health risks from rats or attitudes about 
Chicago’s wildlife.

Survey responses will help them iden-
tify areas that may need support for rodent 
control, public health, and urban nature be-
cause no one knows your community bet-
ter than you. 

Visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
ChicagoRats to take the survey.

Fair warning, some of the survey ques-
tions will have images of rats and rat drop-
pings, they will ask about rat droppings in 

your home. The survey also asks if you are 
afraid when you see a rat. You can choose 
not to answer any question, for any rea-
son.

This survey is part of the Chicago Rat 
Project, led by scientists at Lincoln Park 
Zoo, the Field Museum, the Center for 
Community Health Equity, and Johns 
Hopkins Univ. The Urban Wildlife Institute 
at Lincoln Park Zoo is continuing to learn 
about Chicago’s urban wildlife landscape 
as our communities navigate COVID-19 
together. They would appreciate any in-
sights you are able to provide via this 
survey. Hopefully, they’ll learn a little bit 
about our city and its non-human resi-
dents in this challenging environment.

If you have any questions, please con-
tact the study lead Dr. Maureen Murray 
and project coordinator Jackie Buckley 
at  ChicagoRatProject@gmail.com, and 
visit the Chicago Rat Project website.

Study the past,  
if you would  

divine the future. 
— Confucius
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and are thus facing the real possibility of 
closure. This includes media serving Af-
rican American, Latinx, Asian American, 
immigrant, LGBTQ, and other Chicago 
communities.”

A one-minute animated video was 
produced by artist Emma Biancak and 
narrated by multiple Chicagoans, includ-
ing Kevin Coval in English and Yazmin 
Dominguez in Spanish. More translations 
by media outlets may become available in 
May. Amber Huff created the digital and 

fundraiser from p. 1

BY CWBCHICAGO

A man has been sentenced to six 
years in prison for stabbing a stranger 
on the North Ave. Beach bike path two 
years ago. In a deal with prosecutors, 
38-year-old Pablo Sosa pleaded guilty 

to one count of at-
tempted murder 
and the state agreed 
to drop four ag-
gravated battery 
counts. 

Prosecutors said 
Sosa was acting 
erratically when 
he first met the 25-

year-old victim at the beach around 5 
p.m. on June 14, 2017. Sosa pulled out 
two knives about an hour later during 
an argument with the man. The victim 
was stabbed nine times, police said.

Bystanders and police caught up with 
Sosa as he fled the scene on a bike.

With 856 days credit for time served, 
Sosa is expected to be paroled on July 
6, 2022. Judge Catherine Haberkorn 
oversaw the case.

Prison for North Ave. 
Beach stabbing

licenses, such as those required for public 
chauffeurs, taxicab medallions, pedicabs, 
private ambulances and medicars.

The proposed ordinance would also give 
City Hall the authority to defer the collec-
tion of the Accessibility Fee paid by Chi-
cago taxicabs and Transportation Network 
Providers (TNPs). Currently, taxicab me-
dallion licensees pay $22 per month and 
TNPs pay $0.10 per ride into the Acces-
sibility Fund. Under the proposal, this fee 
will be deferred until June 30 and will ap-
ply retroactively to March 18 since these 
businesses are not able to generate revenue. 

relief from p. 1

This ambitious plan will transform an 
important stretch of Streeterville, turning 
it into one of the most densely populated 
areas in the entire city. The plan will dra-
matically impact local infrastructure, traf-
fic flow, loading patterns and open space.   

Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd] said his office 
had no shortage of opinions and feedback 
from the surrounding neighborhood.  “I 
co-hosted two community meetings where 
the Developer shared their plans with the 
neighborhood,  so well attended that the 
ballroom was filled to capacity at each. In 
addition to six meetings with my office, 
the Developer met with the Cityfront Cen-
ter West Assoc., Streeterville Organiza-
tion of Active Resident, as well as with the 
residents from the condominium building 
at 240 E. Illinois St. who are the adjacent 
residential neighbors to this site.”

Following those meetings the alderman 
claims his office condensed those concerns 
into a working punch-list of infrastruc-
ture and design issues that the Developer 
would be required to address.  He claims 
that “many important design changes were 
made to the proposed tower.  We negoti-
ated a number of important design and 
infrastructure changes to improve traffic 
flow, loading and public safety on both the  
Upper and Lower levels of Michigan Ave., 
Illinois St. and Cityfront Plaza, to be fund-
ed entirely by the Developer.”

Examples of these changes include the 
addition of new vehicular and pedestrian 
entries; two 24/7 Security Offices with 
lines of sight to perimeter of building; 
pick-up and drop-off areas for ride share 
and passenger vehicles and all commercial 
loading; enhanced lighting and refreshed 

tower from p. 1

Pablo Sosa

infrastructure with clean and refinished 
wall surfaces; and the removal of lower 
level sidewalk obstructions.  

The revised plan keeps the most intense 
loading and traffic below grade hoping to 
improve the aesthetic and safety of the area 
of Lower Level Michigan Ave. and Illinois 
St. 

At the Upper Level Illinois St. and Cit-
yfront  Plaza, an internal building cut-
through has been added from Illinois St. 
to Cityfront Plaza for hotel guest drop off 
- taking traffic and loading off of the curb 
and into the internal base of the building; 
restricted curbside parking (within lay-by 
lanes); the removal of the traffic circle at 
Upper Illinois and Cityfront; the extension 
of a pedestrian refuge on Cityfront Plaza to 
calm traffic; and the addition of new trees 
planted around the perimeter of the devel-
opment.

Pioneer Court will be redesigned with the 
addition of a new public pathway connect-
ing Michigan Ave. and Cityfront Plaza cre-
ating a bit more open green space - includ-

AirGo Radio
Better Government Association
Chicago Crusader
Chicago Music Guide
Chicago Public Square
Chicago Reader
The Chicago Reporter
CHIRP Radio
Cicero Independiente
City Bureau
E3 Radio
Free Spirit Media
Growing Community Media [Austin 
Weekly News, Wednesday Journal]
Hyde Park Herald
Inside Publications [Skyline, Inside 
Booster, News Star]
Injustice Watch
Invisible Institute
Kartemquin Films
Korea Times Chicago

La Raza Newspaper
Left Out Magazine
Loop North News
Newcity
North Lawndale Community News
Public Narrative
Rebellious Magazine for Women
Rivet
Sixty Inches from Center
SoapBox Productions and Organizing
South Shore Current Magazine
South Side Weekly
StreetWise
StudentsXpress Magazine
The Beverly Review
The Daily Line
Third Coast Review
West of the Ryan Current Magazine
The West Side Current Magazine
Windy City Times

Fundraising media partners

print campaigns. The campaign hashtag is 
#SaveChicagoMedia.

CIMA is a national partner with the Cen-
ter for Community Media (CCM) at the 
Craig Newmark Graduate School of Jour-

Visit savechicagomedia.org and click on this 
icon to donate to this newspaper.

nalism in CUNY. While CIMA is focused 
on boosting local media it has the potential 
to inform the nation on Chicago’s media 
landscape via its partnership with CCM.

ing the addition of numerous grassy berms 
and lawns, trees, outdoor seating, raised 
planter beds, enhanced lighting and a uni-
fied granite paving system.

The developers will also pay the City of 
Chicago $13 million toward the Affordable 
Housing Fund; $15 million to the Neigh-
borhood Opportunity Fund; and could 
generate over $25 million in annual prop-
erty taxes. 

“Although this was a long and difficult 
negotiation, I believe it has resulted in a far 
superior project to the one that was initially 
proposed,” said Ald. Reilly.

The Heavy-Duty Chore Program, pro-
vided via the Chicago Dept. of Family & 
Support Services, is a  one-time intensive 
cleaning service for older adults, 60-years-
old and above, whose living conditions 
pose a threat to their health, safety, and 
well-being. This can include trash removal, 
window and appliance cleaning, moving 
heavy furniture and packing. 

The short-term chore program assists 
older adults who need temporary assis-
tance in the home due to illness, recent 
hospitalization, or injury to assist them 
as they recuperate. To sign up for the pro-
gram, call 312-744-4016, Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Cleaning service  
for older adults

This delay will not impact accessible trans-
portation needs provided by the Fund.

On April 16, City Hall announced an ex-
tension of business tax payments to June 
1. This includes restaurant, hotel accom-
modations, bottled water, checkout bag, 
ground transportation, parking and amuse-
ment taxes. The city also created a direct 
subsidy for wheelchair accessible taxicab 
drivers by increasing the annual subsidy 
for vehicle maintenance by $1,000, increas-
ing the driver leasing subsidy from $15 to 
$25/hour. The City has also extended the 
deferral of the deadline for debt checks for 
taxicab and TNP drivers to June 1.

For over a century the Inside Publications newspapers, Inside-Booster, News-Star and Skyline, have made a difference on the North Side of Chicago.  
Our reporting has held the powerful accountable and made hundreds of thousands of Chicagoans aware of the issues that impact their neighborhoods.

But journalism has changed. Facebook and Google, among others, have plundered our traditional sources of revenue.   
These companies are the primary reason that in the past 10 years, the number of news reporters in the United States has declined  

by more than 38%. And despite their profits, these tech titans are doing little to replace the local news coverage they’ve steamrolled.

Quality local journalism takes time and talent and resources. We invite you to become an online subscriber as a way to help fund 
our quality news reporting. We expect audience support to become essential for most serious independent local media  

companies, the way it has for public broadcasting.

Your subscription will support the idea first penned by Thomas Jefferson:  “The only security of all is a free press.”

Subscribe online at www.insideonline.com. 
If you have any questions, please contact us at insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com or call 773-465-9700.

Prefer to support us with a check contribution?  Thank you, our mailing address is:
Inside Publications, 6221 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60660

Your support for independent local news reporting is crucial to democracy

The Gwendolyn Brooks Youth Poetry 
Awards are accepting submissions from all 
Illinois students now through May 30. All 
youth in grades K-12 are invited to submit 
their original poetry at no cost. 

The competition is an opportunity for 
caregivers and educators to share with stu-
dents learning remotely.

For more information visit www.ilhu-
manities.org/program/gwendolyn-brooks-
youth-poetry-awards/.

The Gwendolyn 
Brooks Youth  

Poetry Awards


