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Several large riverfront lots 
owned by General Iron went up 
for sale May 30 and are expected 
to be bid up quickly. Their loca-
tion adjacent to the Lincoln Yards 
property means interest will be 
very strong.

The parcels make up almost 
21.5 acres combined, along the 
North Branch of the Chicago 
Rivers. There are three separate 
lots being marketed now between 
Cortland and Blackhawk streets. 
No price has yet been established, 
but based on other sales in the 
area, interested parties should 
expect the final price to be $100-
130 million or more. By paying 
zoning bonuses, a future buyer 
could potentially build several 
million square feet of office and 
residential buildings on the sites 
adding tremendous new density 
to an area already expected to be 
heavily developed.

For over 100 years the Lab-
kon family has processed and re-
cycled discarded metal products, 
including obsolete metal from 
demolition projects, automobiles, 
and kitchen appliances from this 
location. 

The two northern parcels on the 
east bank of the river combined 
equal just over 16 acres, while the 
southern lot on the west bank be-
tween LeMoyne and Blackhawk 
streets offers 5.4 acres of vacant 
land.

The recently approved $6 bil-
lion Lincoln Yards development 
only created more urgency for a 
coalition of local aldermen and 
parks activists that wants the 
land to be part of a new riverfront 
park.

General Iron property 
now up for sale

For over a year two local alder-
men - Michele Smith [43rd] and 
Scott Waguespack [32nd] have 
lobbied for incorporating the two 
northern parcels and other land 
owned separately from Sterling 
Bay’s project into a park. But the 
source of the expected $200 mil-
lion needed by the city to secure 
the properties and create a new 
park has not been identified.

The scrap yard’s owners on 
Thursday formally put the three 
parcels of land near Lincoln Park 
up for sale, said Tom Kirsch-
braun, one of the Jones Lang 
LaSalle brokers representing the 
Labkon family in the deal. The 
scrap yard, 1909 N. Clifton, has 
plans to relocate their operations 
to the South Side.

The new facility will feature a 
European-style enclosed shred-
der, using state of the art technol-
ogy on a 175-acre, well-buffered 
site that is approximately seven 
times larger than their current lo-
cation. Together with their new 
partner Reserve Management 
Group, the transition is on track 
to be completed in 2020, at which 
time they will vacate the current 
location along the North Branch. 
They plan to invest $65-$70 mil-
lion in building the new facility.

Give light  
and people  
will find the way. 

— Ella Baker

by CWBChicago.com

Walter Payton College Prep, 
1034 N. Wells St., is spending 
nearly $22,500 to have its 2018-
2019 yearbook reprinted because 
six photographs in the original 
edition showed students using the 
“OK” sign, Principal Tim Devine 
said in a 1,042-word email to the 
high school’s students, parents, 
and faculty on May 29. 

Calling his facility an “under-
resourced school in an under-
resourced district,” Devine said 
the cost must be borne: “values 
matter.”

“For years, the Circle Game 
has been a playful game, where a 

Payton College Prep spending $22,500  
to remove “OK” signs from yearbook

person makes the ‘ok’ sign with 
their hand and holds it below their 
waist,” Devine began. “The sim-
ple goal is to get someone to look 
at the gesture. The game has had a 
bit of a resurgence this year.” 

But, he continued, “recently, 
the well-known website, 4chan, 
contended that the hand gesture 
was a symbol for white power. 
In the past two months... usage 
of the symbol as a sign of white 
supremacy has been reported in 
popular media, one instance oc-
curred when the murderer of 51 
Muslims in New Zealand dis-
played the symbol in court, and 
another occurred when a fan at 
a Chicago Cubs game displayed 

the symbol during a post-game 
broadcast (the Cubs have since 
identified the fan and have indefi-
nitely banned him from attending 
games).” 

Devine said the final edition of 
the school’s yearbook that was 
sent to the printer on April 1 con-
tained six photographs of students 
displaying the “OK” sign. 

“It is fully believed that the in-
tent of the students in the photo-
graphs was to be playful, as the 
Circle Game was actively being 
played around many campuses 
this academic year, including 
ours,” Devine said. “Students 

By Dan Churney 
Cook County Record

The Illinois Supreme Court 
says the city of Chicago has the 
constitutional power to regulate 
where food trucks can park and 
how long they can stay in certain 
spots, as well as to track truck 
whereabouts with GPS devices.

The decision went against 
LMP Services and its owner, 
Laura Pekarik, who started run-
ning Cupcakes for Courage food 
trucks in 2011 in Chicago. Peka-
rik challenged a 2012 ordinance 
that oversees food trucks. 

The ruling was authored by 
Justice Anne Burke, with concur-
rence from Chief Justice Lloyd 
Karmeier and Justices Robert 
Thomas, Thomas Kilbride, Rita 
Garman, Mary Jane Theis, and P. 
Scott Neville Jr. 

Justice Burke is married to Chi-
cago Alderman Ed Burke, who 
served for decades as the chair-
man of the City Council’s pow-
erful Finance Committee. Ald. 
Burke had voted in support of the 
ordinance in 2012. 

In a statement emailed to The 
Cook County Record follow-
ing the decision, attorney Robert 
Frommer, of the Institute for Jus-
tice, a public interest law founda-
tion which represented Pekarik in 
the matter, said the Institute still 
reviewing the decision and may 
consider options for appeal.”

Court says Chicago can favor 
restaurants over food trucks

Decision written by  
Justice Anne Burke, wife  
of Chicago Ald. Ed Burke

The Institute for Justice did 
not request Justice Burke recuse 
herself from the case, despite her 
husband’s connections to the or-
dinance and support of the city’s 
food truck regulations.

In a press release, Pekarik de-
scribed the high court decision 
as “heartbreaking” for entrepre-
neurs.

The ordinance requires food 
trucks to stay at least 200 feet 
from street-level customer en-
trances to brick-and-mortar res-
taurants and to change locations 
every two hours, as well as to 
carry a GPS device, which must 
be activated when truck operators 
are selling food. The city said the 
GPS device enables city officials 
to find trucks for inspections, 
resolve complaints and address 
other matters.

Pekarik and another truck op-
eration, which has since gone out 
of business, sued the city in Cook 
County Circuit Court, arguing the 
200-foot rule breached the equal 
protection and due process claus-
es of the Illinois Constitution 
by favoring restaurants. Pekarik 
contended the GPS requirement 
violated the state constitution’s 
protection against warrantless 
searches.

Cook County Circuit Judge 
Anna H. Demacopoulos dis-
missed the case, finding the city 
was within its rights. 

Pekarik then appealed to the 
Illinois First District Appellate 
Court, where that panel affirmed 
the circuit court decision. Pekarik 
then traveled to the state supreme 

court, pushing her argument the 
city stepped over the constitu-
tional line.

Justice Burke discounted Peka-
rik’s contentions, finding the city 
had legitimate interests in pro-
moting restaurants and keeping 
tabs on truck locations.

“Brick-and-mortar restaurants 
bring stability to the neighbor-
hoods in which they are located. 
The restaurants pay property 
taxes and have a vested interest 
in seeing that their neighborhoods 
continue to grow. Moreover, in 
certain areas of the City, such as 
Greektown, restaurants are a vi-
brant part of the community and 
bring a long-term sense of cohe-
siveness and identity to the area,” 
Burke said.

Burke continued: “While food 
trucks bring a life and energy 
to the City that is all their own, 
they simply do not have the same 
long-term, stabilizing effect on 
City neighborhoods as brick-and-
mortar restaurants do. Indeed, the 
business model of   food trucks 
and a good deal of their appeal 
are built on mobility, not stability: 
The trucks may be in the City one 
day and in Evanston or Aurora the 
next.”

In addition, Burke said the 
court believes Pekarik’s right to 
run a business doesn’t mean she 
can conduct business anywhere in 
Chicago.

As far as the GPS requirement, 
Burke concluded food trucks usu-
ally post their locations on social 

Ald. Scotts Waguespack [32nd] will address the Wicker Park 
Committee 7 p.m. tonight  during their monthly meeting  
at the Wicker Park Fieldhouse, 1425 N. Damen.   The meet-
ing is open to the general public who can listen to the new  
Finance Committee Chairman give an update on the ward/
City of Chicago.

Waguespack to speak  
at Wicker Park Fieldhouse
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The General Iron scrap yard formally put three large parcels - totaling 21.5 
acres of land along the North Branch - up for sale.

General Iron

For over 100 years  
the Labkon family  

has processed and recycled 
discarded metal products,  
including obsolete metal 

from demolition projects, 
automobiles, and kitchen 

appliances from this location. 
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If you had one last meal, what 
would it be? Caviar, lobster and a 
bottle of Olivier Leflaive Puligny-
Montrachet Les Pucelles Premier 
Cru 2016?  

Or maybe a rare Gibson’s steak 
with french fries and three Grey 
Goose martinis? 

What about the homemade egg-
plant at Tufano’s with some top 
shelf Chianti, or the whole roast 
duck at Le Bouchon with ramps, 
truffle butter and bread crumbs? 
And a wallet-ripping Chablis?

Even though I’d enjoy feasting 
on any of these superb vittles, I’d 
take a pass. Instead I’d choose 
some really wet scrambled eggs 
and two sausages. With a little bit 
of hash browns. Greek toast with 
marmalade and Lou Mitchell’s 
coffee. See, I’m really a breakfast 
guy. Give me bacon and eggs in 
the morning and I don’t have to 
eat the rest of the day. Poached 
eggs on toast? That’s for me. Pure 
comfort.

Why breakfast? Well the va-
riety can’t be matched. You can 
always slip in a waffle. A slice of 
ham. Toasted bagel. Strawberry 
jam. A duck egg. Irish tea. And 
fresh orange juice. Did I mention 
French toast and pancakes? 

Breakfast foods are the road 
map of my childhood. The 
O’Gormans always appreciated a 
fine meal to start the day. Grand-
mas’ warm scones set the tone. So 
did the Belleek mugs of tea with 
heavy cream and sugar. From 
early days we had our pajama 
sleeves rolled up, joining in the 
cooking of this meal. Breakfasts 
are easy foods to cook. Flawless 
eggs are child’s play. In our house 
children knew how to soft boil 
an egg, broil bacon, make a bak-
ing powder biscuit and flip a flap 
Jack.

By Thomas J. O’Gorman

Travel gave us a peek at what 
was fashionable and popular on 
the breakfast table. Though om-
elets, corned beef hash and fruit 
and cereal were frequent menu 
items that I just wasn’t crazy 
about. The avocado toast of their 
day. But homemade Irish sausages 
from Winston’s Butcher Shop, on 
the South Side, were a different 
matter. Grilled tomatoes (another 
delight) was also high on the list 
of favorites. 

When we were little we loved 
traveling through the Ozarks. We 
stayed at a small resort outside a 
little town called Eldon in Mason 
County, MO. An old-fashioned, 
three-story, white clapboard ho-
tel, the Eldon, was our favorite 
place for breakfast. We drove 
three miles in our Plymouth just 
to get there. The counter space 
and tables spelled out Southern 
regional America. We loved the 
bountiful breakfasts. Everyone 
was so obliging. Simple. I always 
ordered two tea bags for my tea. 
No problem. My sister, Mary Re-
gina,  was strictly a no butter on 
anything-girl. My Pop was a steak 
and egg guy and mom loved any-
thing poached. And granny loved 
the butter. The thicker the bet-
ter on her toast and boiled eggs. 
She had free reign with the salt 
shaker.

We’d get there around 9 a.m. 
and would be finishing up around 
10 a.m. Making plans for the day 
which always revolved around 
swimming in the pool while not 
getting sunburned, and having 
enough books to read. At the same 
time, the hotel kitchen was putting 
out freshly baked pie slices. But 
when we would sometimes return 
at dinner there wasn’t a crumb of 
pie left over. Gone. All gone.

One morning, after we real-
ized that no amount of pie could 
last the day there, we persuaded 
our mom to allow us the luxury 
of eating the pie at breakfast. Not 
a difficult undertaking. So began 
the O’Gormans’ summer adven-
ture of eating pie at our morn-
ing feast. Blueberry. Strawberry. 
Jumble Berry. Apple. Coconut 
Cream. And our Mama’s favorite, 
Lemon Meringue. Of course that 
pie eating was the hit of the Sum-
mer. And we’ve never forgotten 
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it. I can still taste those sweet 
blueberries.

Food is a swell arranger of 
our perspectives and visions. It 
realigns our focus. Places every-
thing in balance. So what better 
way to start the day but with an 
American breakfast.

To this day, some 30-years lat-
er, I remember boarding a train, 
“The Highland Express,” some-
where north of Inverness, bound 
for London. It was before 6 a.m. 
and the trip to London would take 
11 hours. It was October, so it was 
really cold in the Highlands. I had 
a heavy tweed topcoat on and a 
hat and scarf. When I boarded the 
train it was pouring. I was starv-
ing. It took a good hour, say 6:30 
a.m. before any sign of breakfast 
reared its head. But, when it did, 
it turned out to be one of the great 
moments of my life. 

The view outside was thick with 
fog and rain. I craved a hot cup of 
tea, which the steward in our car 
actually brought to me unasked 
for. I must have looked cold. He 
suggested that I reserve a table 
for breakfast. I took 
his advice. By 7 a.m. 
I was up to my eyes in 
good silver and linen, 
eggs, Scottish sausage 
and bacon, fried toma-
toes and heavily but-
tered toast and mar-
malade. There were 
even warm scones. 
The tea was sweet 
and black and very 
strong. I feasted, and 
then watched the mist 
lift off the the floor of 
the highland carpet like I was in 
an episode of ‘The Crown.’ I had 
newspapers and some fine litera-
ture. I know I had a Barbara Pym 
in the pile. And that’s how it went 
through the day. Plenty more tea 
as I choo-chooed. All that was 
missing was a piper.

Hard to imagine how breakfast 
is able to contain 
such whimsey 
and romance, like 
it was the curtain 
going up on a 
West End play. 

For me and 
many others, 
breakfast punches 
all the right but-
tons for nutrition 
and drama. The 
Highland Express travels through 
its own time warp, taking me, 
then, to Claridges, through at 
least two novels that I read. With 
the revelation that sometimes you 
just have to let go and realize that 
it’s about more than scrambled 
eggs.

EXCELLANT!: North Side 
State Sen. Heather Steans re-
ceived high fives and congratula-
tions on the Senate floor from her 
colleagues and legislative aides 
after the Senate voted to pass her 
bill legalizing adult-use recre-
ational marijuana on May 29. Ma-
jor provisions in the bill appeared 
to be key to gaining support 
and diffusing some opposition. 
For example, instead 
of enacting blanket, 
mass expungements 
of previous criminal 
records for minor pot-
related violations, the 
new bill allows for 
expungement through 
the governor’s clem-
ency process if the 
case involves less than 
30 grams of weed. For 
cases involving amounts greater 
than that, up to 500 grams, in-
dividuals and state’s attorneys 
would be allowed to petition a 
court to vacate a conviction. We 
want to party with you Sen. Ste-
ans.

WOMEN OF CONCERN: 
Now in its 20th year, the Women 
of Concern awards luncheon gath-
ered on May 30, for a celebration 
of the accomplishments of wom-
en and girls around the world. 
This year, Concern is proud to 
recognize the achievements of 
exceptional women who are us-

ing their platform 
to amplify the 
voices of moth-
ers and children 
throughout the 
world. This year’s 
co-honorees Ae-
dhmar Hynes, 
Chairman of The 
Page Society and 
former Text100 
CEO, and Alli-

son Robinson, CEO of The Mom 
Project, exemplify this mission. 
Concern’s maternal and child 
programs have a profound impact 
on the lives of millions and are 
critical to ending extreme pover-
ty. Dolores Connolly, Madeleine 
Donovan and Kathy McCauley 

have opened Chicago to the im-
pact of this hunger.

NORMAN BAUGHER ART: 
Lincolnwood Village Hall Art 
Gallery, 6900 N. Lincoln Ave., 
Lincolnwood, June 3 to July 12. 
Reception, Tuesday, June 18, 5 
to 7 p.m. Norman Baugher is a 
longtime Chicago painter of re-
finement. A modernist of clean 
perspectives and shapes. Richly 
colorful and a classicist in ap-
proach to form. You will enjoy his 
work and find yourself quickly 
enwrapped in a   beauty of   form 
and function. Norman is a tradi-
tional “Old Town” Chicago art-
ist of rich textures and inventive 
modern designs. This promises to 
be an important Chicago Summer 
Exhibit.

PAX ET BONA: Bob Herguth 
was an old fashioned reporter. He 
actually could spell and he knew 
the power of the pun. And the 
cultural value of syntax. And why 
words should encourage and be 

a catalyst for human 
advance. He scribbled 
at the Chicago Daily 
News and Sun Times 
for a lifetime. Always 
possessed of his high-
ly polished Catholic 
humanism. His death 
last week further dis-
mantles the clarity of 
language, truth, reason 
and wits in the service 

journalism. Thanks, Bob.
ART INSTITUTE AND 

MANET: Édouard Manet was 
known as his generation’s pre-
eminent “painter of modern life.” 
In his final years, he continued to 
push his art in new directions, em-
bracing feminine beauty in ambi-

Making plans for the day starts with breakfast

plans see p. 12

My last meal.

Therese Duffy, Gerry Gainer, Nora Gainer  
Doherty and Ferdia Doherty.

Norman Baugher’s art.

Édouard Manet
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An armed man confronted a woman at 
knifepoint and sexually assaulted her in 
an Old Town gangway on May 29, police 
said. Charges have been filed.

The woman was walking in the 200 
block of W. Evergreen around 11:27 p.m. 
when the man threat-
ened her with the knife 
and forced her into a 
passageway where he 
sexually assaulted her, 
police said. 

A neighbor who 
heard the woman 
scream called 911 af-
ter looking out a win-
dow and seeing the victim’s purse lying 
unattended nearby. That phone call gave 
police a few precious extra moments that 

Woman raped in Old Town,  
Cops catch alleged offender

Floyd Stewart

would later allow them to catch the alleged 
offender as he ran from the scene.

Police arrived in the area quickly enough 
to see Floyd Stewart, 34, running through 
an alley. Stewart was taken into custody in 
the 300 block of W. Schiller after a brief 
foot chase. Police said they recovered a 
knife and the victim identified him as the 
attacker.

One police officer suffered minor inju-
ries while taking Stewart into custody. The 
victim was treated at Advocate Illinois Ma-
sonic Medical Center.

Prosecutors charged Stewart with felony 
aggravated criminal sexual assault while 
armed with a weapon, four counts of resist-
ing police, and three counts of aggravated 
battery of a police officer. He has been or-
dered held without bail.

who have actively played the game... 
represent a broad cross-section of racial 
backgrounds, genders, ages, religions, and 
clubs/activities. 

Again, there is no reason to believe that 
the use of the symbol was anything but in-
nocent fun.” Despite the innocent inten-
tions, the school has yanked the photo-
graphs from proofs and ordered a re-print 
at a cost of $22,485. The move eliminates 
“potential targeting [of the “OK” sign us-
ers], now or in the future, for having inno-
cently used this symbol in a game,” Devine 
said. “Our school resources and official 
publication will not be the home to sym-
bology that is now being associated with 
white supremacy.” 

The school will cover the reprinting costs 
by “delaying the purchase of new technol-
ogy for the yearbook program, reducing 

costs associated with our admissions activ-
ities, and by reducing summer administra-
tive programs,” Devine said. “No instruc-
tional programs, no academic resources, no 
positions, and no class sizes are impacted 
at all, and families who ordered a yearbook 
will pay no additional cost.”

As for the annual ritual of collecting 
yearbook signatures from friends and 
classmates, the publishing company will 
provide a “signature booklet” to students 
who bought a yearbook “to capture notes 
from friends and faculty before summer 
starts,” the email said. 

Devine recognized that some may dis-
agree with the decision as “administrative 
overreach and hyper-sensitivity” or “that 
we are developing a generation of ‘soft’ 
students who can’t deal well with adver-
sity.” But he stands by the decision and 
points to the schools four values: compas-
sion, character, curiosity, and courage.

ok from p. 1

media to attract customers, so “any expec-
tation of privacy a food truck might have 
in their location is greatly diminished, if it 
exists at all.”  

Burke further said it’s a “basic neces-
sity” for the city to know the location of a 
business for health and safety inspections. 

The Illinois Policy Institute, Restore the 
Fourth, Inc., the Pacific Legal Founda-
tion, and the Illinois Food Truck Owners 
Association, as well as the National Food 
Truck Association and CATO Institute 
filed friend-of-the-court briefs in support 
of LMP.

In a press release following the ruling, 
attorney Frommer said: “There is nothing 
reasonable about the government prohibit-

ing you from operating near your competi-
tors, or tracking you like a criminal out of 
fear you may sell delicious food to willing 
customers. Not only does Chicago’s rule 
shut a low-cost, common path into the 
restaurant industry for the city’s entrepre-
neurs, it forces everyday Chicagoans to 
continue to suffer from fewer choices and 
higher prices.”

Pekarik said, in the same press release, 
“I hoped the Illinois Supreme Court would 
reject this kind of government picks the 
winners and losers approach, where suc-
cess turns not on how good your product 
is, but on who you know at City Hall.”

The Illinois Restaurant Assoc. filed a 
friend-of-the-court brief on behalf of the 
city.

favor from p. 1

Free men’s health screenings are be-
ing offered by Near North Health Service 
Corp. This year the screening event will be 
held from June 10 through 15 at all eight 
of Near North’s health centers, located 
on the Near North, Near South and Near 
West Sides of Chicago. North Side facili-
ties are located at 30 W. Chicago, 1276 N. 
Clybourn, and 4501 N. Sheridan. For more 
information call 312-337-1073.

City to do work  
on Chicago Ave. Underpass

Due to lakefront erosion and delayed 
maintenance, the Chicago Dept. of Trans-
portation has announced plans for improve-
ments to the Chicago Ave. underpass. This 
work includes sealing a giant crack that has 
opened up in the pedestrian underpass ex-
pansion joint of Lake Shore Dr., as well as 
repairs to the retaining wall, the steps and 
the decorative fencing.

Those using the underpass now can look 

up and see daylight and passing cars above.
“It’s no secret that the infrastructure 

along Lake Shore Dr. is in danger of in-
creased erosion, and improvements must 
be made in order to avoid further damage 
and potential flooding. I look forward to 
working with Governor Pritzker and deliv-
ering these long awaited repairs to the lake-
front,” said Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd]. 

The city hopes to get planned repairs 
finished ahead of the Summer season, but 
repairs have been delayed a bit due to all 
the recent wet weather.

Condo workshop 
Thursday

State Rep. Sara Feigenholtz is hosting 
a free condo workshop on Thursday, from 
6:30 to 8 p.m., in the Olson Auditorium 
of Illinois Masonic, 836 W. Wellington. 
A range of topics will include navigating 
board membership, the value of condo ed-
ucation, and the nuances of condo law. 

Guest speakers include Sima Kirsch, an 
attorney and condo adviser and mediator, 
and Adrienne Legation, a member of the 
Chicago Bar Assoc. Condo Law Commit-
tee. For more information call 773-296-
4141.

Free men’s health 
screenings


