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Acadia Realty Trust is on the 
verge of feeling more pain on 
Chicago’s Magnificent Mile.

Swedish retailer H&M is hunt-
ing for a smaller space to move 
into from its four-story, 60,000-
square-foot store at 840 N. Michi-
gan Ave., an Acadia-owned build-
ing that the tenant has occupied 
for almost two decades, Crain’s 
Chicago reported.

If the apparel company goes 
through with the downsizing and 
relocation, the city’s most famous 
shopping strip will add more 
empty storefronts to a retail va-
cancy rate that stands at almost 
a quarter of its total space. H&M 
is seeking about half the square 
footage it rents from Acadia.

The landlord’s trouble on the 

Mag Mile extends beyond H&M’s 
potential exit from the 87,100-
square-foot property in which 
Acadia bought an 88% stake for 
$144 million in 2014. Last year, 
Acadia faced a completely empty 
building after the departure of 
the Disney Store from a 61,600-
square-foot building at 717 N. 
Michigan Ave. for which Acadia 
paid $104 million in 2017.

Acadia isn’t the only Mag Mile 

Risk of another Mag Mile loss  
as H&M probes market

Retailer looks to downsize 
with shopping strip  
almost a quarter empty

property facing distress. Water 
Tower Place was handed back to 
its lender by Brookfield. Macer-
ich sold its 50% stake in The 
Shops at North Bridge building 
this year for $21 million, a frac-
tion of the $515 million that it and 
partner Alaska Permanent Fund 
paid in 2008. Another landlord, 
Irish investment firm ECA Capi-
tal, is working to avoid default on 
a $55.5 million mortgage against 
two adjacent storefronts after 
Gap left one last year and their 
combined vacancy rate spiked to 
74%.

Aside from the pandemic cut-
ting downtown foot traffic, a 
string of brazen smash-and-grab 
robberies of luxury retail busi-
nesses and a rise in crimes visible 
from sidewalks and storefronts in 
Chicago has contributed to the 
softening market.

Signs of a bounceback on the 
Mag Mile have started to emerge. 

No self-respecting woman  
should wish or work for  
the success of a party  
who ignores her sex.

—  Susan B. Anthony

by CWBChicago 

Chicago police have released 
surveillance video of a suspect 
fleeing the scene of June 21’s 
shooting at North Avenue Beach. 
Officers arrested another suspect 
shortly after the shooting, but po-
lice are still looking for the sec-
ond man, who, according to CPD 
Supt. David Brown, threw a fanny 
pack that contained a handgun as 
he ran from the police.

Meanwhile, on June 22, Lin-
coln Park Ald. Michele Smith 
[43rd] called for the city to deploy 

“metal detectors or metal detect-
ing wands at all entrances” to the 
nearly mile-long beach and for 
prosecutors to charge people who 
promote beach parties under anti-
rioting laws.

In a press conference, Brown 
said a social media flyer attracted 
some people to the beach and the 
day was “very peaceful initially.”

But police confiscated their 
first gun of the evening shortly 
after 5 p.m. at a bag screening 
checkpoint. A half-hour later, a 
second gun was found during a 
screening. Officers arrested both 

men, Brown said.
Then, at 9:47 p.m., officers 

heard screams as two women 
began fighting. Moments later, 
the cops saw a muzzle flash and 
heard shots, which left a 19-year-
old man in critical condition, 
Brown continued.

Police chased two men and ar-
rested one of them. Brown said 
he remained in custody at mid-
day, without specifying what po-
lice were trying to charge him 
with. The second man, whom 

Video of North Avenue Beach suspect released, 
alderman demands  

anti-rioting crack down on beach parties

crack down see p. 12

Jorge Marins’ artwork, “Wings over Mexico” has arrived in Chicago. The 
Wings have traveled around the world and serve as a symbol for an  
immigrant’s journey.
These giant gold wings have been designed and placed to interact with 
their viewers and have proven to be extremely popular. Now everyone can 
be an Angel for 20 seconds. Who could resist?
But make haste, they will be flying off on October 5th. You can find them at 
the Plaza of the Americas” next to The Wrigley Building.

By Jim Matusik

H&M see p. 12

by CWBChicago

How shorthanded are Chicago’s 
local police districts?

It took a dispatcher 20 minutes 
to find an available officer when 
a Loop bank worker called 911 
on June 16 to report that the man 
who recently robbed their branch 
was standing outside.

The wanted man was gone 
when police eventually arrived. 
But he didn’t go far —  he was 
up the street, robbing a different 
bank.

It’s an incredible story – police 
needing 40 minutes to arrive at 
the scene of a wanted bank rob-
ber — that demonstrates just how 
badly depleted the city’s police 

districts have become.
The Central 1st Police District, 

which includes the Loop, South 
Loop, and Grant and Millennium 
Parks, is staffed by just 246 cops 
this month, according to the Chi-
cago Office of the Inspector Gen-
eral. That’s down from 313 cops 
during the same month last year 
and 330 cops in June 2020.

Around 9:56 a.m. June 16, an 
employee of Citibank, 222 W. 
Adams, called 911 and reported 
that the man who robbed their 
branch on June 8 was standing 
outside a nearby Walgreens. The 
bank worker described the man: 
Black, wearing a blue baseball 

Police take 40 minutes to respond  
to information about Loop bank robber, 

six minutes after they arrived,  
he robbed another bank

The FBI said this man robbed Citibank, 222 W. Adams, on June 8.

robber see p. 12

by Peter von Buol

One of the attorneys for a group 
of Chinese-based investors who 
had invested nearly $50 million 
to fund construction of a never-
to-be-built condominium and ho-
tel tower on the northeast corner 
of Wabash Ave. and Superior St. 
says documentary evidence has 
been uncovered which proves 
his clients’ money was siphoned 
from the project to the personal 
accounts of the developers.

“[We] have documentary evi-
dence that the Chinese invest-
ment was never loaned to the 

Nearly $50M of Chinese funding  
for never-built Superior St. tower diverted 

to developers’ personal accounts
failed project, as required [by 
law].” said attorney Douglas Eliot 
Litowitz, who along with attorney 
Glenn J. Dunn, is representing 
the Chinese investors. “When no 
permit was issued to build, they 
diverted the investment to the 
managers’ personal accounts and 
other projects.”

“When they were discovered, 
they tried to smooth it over with 
a lie that they would return the 
money with a $200 million-dollar 
Bahraini loan, which was never 
investigated, and which had them 
lying to federal judges for a year,” 
said Litowitz, who along with at-

torney Glenn J. Dunn, is repre-
senting the Chinese investors. 

Individually, the victims in the 
Chicago project had invested up 
to $550,000 for a total of nearly 
$50 million to fund construction 
of what was known as the Caril-
lon Towers project. The inves-
tors had been participating in the 
shady industry of EB-5, a federal 
program which provides foreign 
investors with a fast-track to per-
manent U.S. residency status. For 
many participating in EB-5 proj-
ects, their investment is often a 

never-built see p. 12

H&M doesn’t plan to leave Michigan 
Ave., altogether – as Gap and Ma-
cy’s did during the pandemic. They 
would like to relocate to a smaller 
space, as the apparel company 
goes through a downsizing.
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nia residence is worth. No matter 
the rhyme nor reason of what they 
do, the British press is gunning 
for Harry and Meghan.

Always second guessing their 
motives. Always proposing some 
self-serving ideal. Always specu-
lating at their reason and intelli-
gence. 

All spotlights now on the sad 
silence between Diana’s children, 
William and Harry. Cambridge 
and Sussex. Brothers who no 
longer speak. Frozen in a sibling 
Shakespearean silence. Eternal 
winter. With nothing to say. 

A heartache their mother would 
never believe. 

Once again the British press 
blame Harry. While Prince 
Charming Wills gets off the hook. 
Pointing to the chatterbox Harry 
for speaking the unspeakable.

But if the Sussex royals choose 
to live with their children thou-
sands of sunny miles away from 
creeping backstair spies and 
nosey servants trading secrets 
and stories for crumpets and 
Rolexes, then why not just leave 
them alone. They appear to no 
longer want to open a dog show. 
A new cinema. Tea tent. Tube sta-
tion. Crumpet factory. Or cricket 
park. Well, then, just leave them 
alone. Isn’t that what Megxit was 
all about? The couples’ withdraw-
al from hand waving mediocrity 
and vapid personal appearances 
for prayer in Westminster Abbey 
or Windsor?

All the British press could talk 
about for months was would Har-
ry and Meghan show up for the 
jubilee and steal the limelight. So 
when they did journey from Cali-
fornia for the event, they were 
criticized for the amount of fuel 
they used to get there. And for 
avoiding the public, hiding in the 
shadows, not exhibiting their chil-
dren, not mugging for the cam-
eras and cozying up to to Prince 
Charles and Camilla, or the Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge.

Dysfunction isn’t contagious 
in the same ways as COVID. 
It’s more quiet in its takeover of 
families. Oozing its way between 
life’s moments of fear and anxi-
ety. Loss and loneliness. Dashed 
dreams and inbred resentments.

I’d say when your father sets the 
stage for family life as a cheater 
on your mother, it’s done. When 
you have to live with the tem-
pers, screams, shouts and curses 
of marriage fatigue, the garden of 
your dysfunction is well-watered. 

When your pop marries the 
object of your dead mother’s 
rage, you’re well on your way to 
a lifetime of disappointments and 
rejections, even if your father and 

Where was Mick Jagger? 
Expressions of national unity 

couldn’t even prevent a tube 
strike.  

And global gratitude for this 
singular head of state for seven 
decades couldn’t prevent favorite 
son, Prince Andrew, the Duke 
of York, from hallucinating and 
catching COVID as well, prevent-
ing his embarrassing public pres-
ence at jubilee events. 

We should only feel sadness 
and misery for the   horror of 
this dysfunctional family, and 
saddened for the endless man-
ner in which their lives are daily 
critiqued and criticized. For the 
manner in which Britain’s nation-
al press creates drama and may-
hem of questionable truthfulness, 
over their royal daily lives. Do-
ing so in order to comment and 
evaluate countless make-believe 
scenarios in invented royal every-
day life. That’s supposed to show 
the world the British press are in 
the know.

Now the family has always 
done a superb job making their 
own mess for themselves. They 
didn’t get those weak chins and 
big ears from nowhere. That was 
due to carefully staged inbreed-
ing for generations. What should 
you expect when you intermarry 
with your cousins for centuries? 
Biology still matters.

Many of them are merely walk-
ing illustrations of any basic ab-
normal psych textbook. 

I’ve been reading the Daily 
Mail for decades. A British tab-
loid with a vast army of report-
ers, snitches, tattletales as well 
as hot and cold running servants. 
No story they print ever has the 
legit engagement of a real royal. 
No one ever clears up the confu-
sion after adding some clarifying 
details of a complex situation. No 
one ever reports they have been 
set straight by an actual royal. 

No. It’s all the two-cents add-
ed by people who have written 
a biography of a royal. Or some 
columnist whose beat was some 
peripheral member of the royal 
family. Or someone who eaves-
dropped in a restaurant.

These questionable writers ba-
sically invent a best case scenario 
of how they believe a royal is 
feeling about something. Or emo-
tionally judging someone. And 
they can be as far fetched as they 
want.

So this all leads us to the non-
stop fisticuffs that appears to be 
at the bottom of Californians, 
Price Harry and Meghan Markel. 
Whenever their name is used in 
the British press, the reader is re-
minded how much their Califor-
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By Thomas J. O’Gorman

“I’m struggling to find any re-
deeming features in these people. 
They’re not sophisticated, or cul-
tural, or elegant or anything close 
to an ideal,”

 said Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher to her husband, Dennis, 
in “The Crown,” while staying as 
a guest of the Queen at Balmoral, 
the Royal residence in Scotland.

What a mess.
I refer to the sad goings on 

within the House of Windsor. The 
British Royals. Some who speak 
to one another. Some who are si-
lent as the grave. A house filled 
with grief. Heartbreak. Betrayal. 
If you can trust the British press. I 
don’t as far as I can throw them.

But these royal emotions were 
clearly visible, not hard to figure 
out, as Britain’s gracious and love-

ly monarch reached the late 
autumn of seventy years on 
the historic throne. 

Don’t get me wrong. I 
have had great respect for 
the person and sacrifice 
of H.M. Elizabeth II. I’ve 
spent a great deal of life 
living and learning in Brit-
ain over the years. Enjoying 
every moment. And I’ve 
viewed Helen Mirren’s The 
Queen, too often to count. 
I’ve watched the Crown, 
fully, twice. A phenomenon 
that sought to be fair in its 
storytelling. Though impossible 
to achieve from the beginning. 

But this family isn’t the savvy, 
naughty, high-tuned Kennedys. 
But rather they are the clumsy, 
stuttering, stumbling Windsors. 

The great, great, great grand-
children of the folk we insisted 
we must be free of in 1776, when 
Americans had real muscle and 
leverage and muskets. When we’d 
cross a frozen river on Christ-
mas night, just to kill you in your 
sleep, as the Redcoats were work-
ing for a tyrant. George III was 
officially stark, raving mad. Our 
republican democracy marked a 
lane change.

It would be a mistake to merely 
consign my current criticisms 
as the anti-British polemics of 
the grandson of an IRA military 
leader in Ireland’s struggle for in-
dependence. We can all presume 
that concerns for reason, quality 
of life and the resolution of centu-
ries of abuse have created a will-
ingness for dialogue and intelli-
gence on both sides of the Irish 
border. In the issue of the monar-
chy, that’s the least of any reasons 
for  conflict. But the government 
is another issue for another day.

No. It’s something else. 
We watched the buildup to and 

the unfolding of the Platinum Ju-
bilee of the Queen. Beyond all 
the pageantry, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury came down with 
COVID. And was absent. And 
the national hootenanny sparkled 
with an American super star, Di-
ana Ross. 

Enmity and incompetence make intelligent authority impossible
bro were born to be kings. 

Kind of makes Oprah’s 
American backyard look 
inviting. And the strength 
of the woman you love ever 
more important.

The perversion of human 
and familial dysfunction 
is a significant distortion 
in anyone’s life. But fur-
ther tragic when you are 
supposed to rule a nation 
or lead it by example and 
grace. Just look at the way 
it flourishes in a city, like 
Chicago, among political 

officials and community leaders 
whose enmity or incompetence 
make intelligent authority impos-
sible. 

Solutions are complex. Often 
gut-wrenching. So I’m continu-
ing on my pathway with fresh 
cappuccinos, tasty French rosé 
wines, more Asian cooking and 
strawberry buttermilk ice cream. 

Avoiding members of the 
House of Windsor and the House 
of Lightfingers for my own good.

KEEP HOLY THE SAB-
BATH: Four young men stole a 
car and crashed it into another at 
9 a.m. June 19 at State Pkwy. and 
Banks St. They fled the scene. 
You have the slapper (State’s At-
torney Kim Foxx) to thank for 
this. And Presiding Judge Tim 
Evans. You folks in the Gold 
Coast fed up yet? 

COOK COUNTY BOARD: 
No one knows who Sean Mor-
rison is. Besides being a white 
Republican of secret privilege 
from suburban Palos no less. And 
now we discover he is receiving 
special local police protection be-
cause of the celebrity of his posi-
tion. He should just hide behind 
his anonymity. He’d be perfectly 

impossible see p. 9
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The House of Windsor.
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Raise your hand if you’re ready to adopt 
an unwanted child. Really. Because there’s 
bound to be an influx of them after last 
week’s ultra-distressing and unbelievably 
disturbing reversal of Roe v Wade.  

It’s time to add term limits to the  
Supreme Court. They’re dinosaurs. 

We usually stay out of hot button, na-
tional issues in this column. We’re a com-
munity newspaper, so it’s my job to stick 
to things related to the neighborhoods. But 
this not only affects our neighborhoods, it 
affects our souls. 

At least it does mine.  
What would you rather have happen, an 

abortion, or that they find a toddler’s head 
floating in the Garfield Park Lagoon? An 
abortion, or a five-year-old like innocent 
little AJ Freund, who was tortured and 
killed at the hands of his parents? 

Honestly, which is it? Which would you 
rather see? 

Women do not like being told what we 
can do with our bodies. That is not any-
one’s business but ours. The ability to do 
what we want, when we want is not even 
my issue with this reversal. My problem 
is that there are already enough unwanted 
children in this world. Kids who are tor-
tured, beaten, and are never really wanted 
to begin with. 

Why bring more of them into the world?  
Who will raise them, the anti-abortion 

people? I think not.  
Women everywhere are outraged.  

I know I am. 
Yet there are women out there celebrating 

-- but just wait until their teenage daugh-
ter gets pregnant or God forbid raped and 
needs an abortion. 

The protests last week are just the begin-
ning. Women everywhere are gearing up 
in protest. You know the old saying, “Hell 
hath no fury like a woman scorned.”  

How much fury we have and what it will 
accomplish remains to be seen. 

Some enchanted evening… it was both 
an enchanted and enchanting evening last 
week at the official ribbon cutting and 
opening for the Rhapsody Theater, 1328 W. 
Morse Ave.  

It’s so great to see the circa-1912, historic 
building that was built as the Morse The-
ater being used and turned into something 
truly magical in more ways than one. And 
the opening show, “Lucy Darling: Indul-
gence,” and its star, Carisa Hendrix, are the 
perfect way to kick things off. 

An award-winning magician, Hen-
drix’s first full-theatrical show, which runs 
through July 17, is filled with amusing, 
spot-on improv and mind-boggling magic 
tricks. She dives right in to getting the au-
dience involved, and for the next 80 or so 
minutes, she bewitches, beguiles, and be-
wilders with her cocktails-themed magic.  

Hendrix, Stage Magician of the Year 
and the mind behind the quick-witted Lucy 
Darling, said she’s “honored and delighted 
to participate in the Rhapsody Theater’s in-
augural season!”  

“It is this really lovely combination of joy 
and pride and also overwhelming stress,” 
said Hendrix. “Because not only is it the 
birth of a brand new beautiful venue that 
has this wonderful potential to be some-
thing that we can look back on in 10, 15 
years and be very proud of, but also the 
show is very new. So a bunch of new things 
are happening simultaneously, and like any 
birth of anything, it’s exciting and nervous-
making.”

“[I am] very grateful, but also, a little 
scared,” added Hendrix. “But luckily, Chi-
cago has embraced both the venue and the 
show with open arms so it’s all working 
out.” 

Hendrix then transformed into Lucy, and 
put her two cents in about our city’s audi-
ences, saying: “Chicago audiences? Well 
I like them drunk and I like them well-
dressed, and the ones that come to the the-
ater are both.”  

As you can see, she’s a fun gal. 
And the 200-seat venue that she’s 

working will offer a diverse lineup of 
star-studded talent like Hendrix, includ-
ing internationally-renowned magicians, 
highly-acclaimed chamber music, as well 
as unique world music, cabaret, and dance 
performances.  There’ll also be a 110-seat 
restaurant, three distinct bars, an upstairs 
lounge for after- performance socializing, 
and a close-up magic space. 

And I cannot wait to see legendary Chi-
cago-based mind reader and psychic enter-
tainer Ross Johnson, in a weekly, open-end-
ed run every Wednesday night, titled “Ross 
Johnson: A funny thing happened to me to-
morrow.” Johnson was unanimously voted 
as the world’s top entertainer in the areas 

of the psychic and arcane by the Interna-
tional Psychic Entertainers Assoc. 

“Top entertainer,” who knew?
Well they knew, they’re psychics!
Then, later this summer, catch the US 

Premiere of renowned Spanish super-
star  Jandro’s  stage show.  He fooled Penn 
and Teller on their hit show “Fool Us,” not 
once, not twice, not three times, but  four 
times with his incredible magic.  

You can also catch two-time Magic Cas-
tle Stage Magician of the Year, Zabrecky, 
for a series of performances. 

As someone who lives nearby, I can’t be-
gin to tell you how much this is a welcome 
addition to our neighborhood. Here’s wish-
ing the Rhapsody Theater and its physician 
magician owner, Ricardo Rosenkranz, 
MD, the very best. (We also send congrats 
to Mark Kozy, recently named Rhapsody 
general manager. Kozy brings two decades 
of theatrical experience including leader-
ship roles at Goodman Theater and League 
of Chicago Theatres). 

“My main hope and aspiration is that 
this theater becomes a go-to place, a home, 
a well-known place in Chicago, known for 

Turning back the hands of time 50 years 

by Felicia Dechter

Heart  
of the ‘Hood

turning see p. 8

(312)414-1313

2401 N Lake Shore Drive

www.theateronthelake.com 

Open
All
Year!

R E S T A U R A N T

FUNERAL HOME
C

ios&asey

Offering a beacon of light in your time of darkness

Se Habla Español 

4540 West Diversey Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60639

Phone: 773-777-6300
www.caseyandriosfh.com

Plus, some enchanted evening  
at the Rhapsody Theater

(L-R) Dr. Ricardo Rosenkranz (right) and his Rhapsody Theater partner at last week’s ribbon 
cutting. Lucy Darling’s show, “Indulgence,” is the perfect opener for the theater.

(L-R) Chicagoans came out in full force to voice their outrage at the Supreme Court’s overturning of Roe v Wade. Friday and Saturday at Wrigley Field saw the band Dead and Company perform 
emotional and powerful set lists, including songs of protest, in support of women’s rights.
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by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

“Where have all the flowers 
gone, long-time passing? Where 
have all the graveyards gone? 
Gone to flowers every one,” says 
the 1955 Pete Seeger folk song.

For this writer, the graveyard 
of flowers still exists in my mind 
under tons of concrete at the Roy-
al George Theatre parking garage 
at 1649 N. Halsted St. At that ad-
dress once stood the DeBat family 
home—and a magical place that 
hosted one of the finest Southern 
gardens in Old Town.

In the 1950s, 1960s and early 
1970s, my father, Chester Louis 
DeBat—a Chicago cab driver—
planted and nurtured an amazing 
perennial flower garden at the 
rear of his 25-by-140-foot lot.

Recently, major Chicago real 
estate developers Draper and 
Kramer announced plans for a 
high-density eight-story residen-
tial building to replace the closed 
Royal George Theatre, 1641 N. 
Halsted St., on the western edge 
of Old Town. The name of the 
project is “1649 N. Halsted.”

Plans call for construction of 
133 rental apartments—including 
20 affordable units—on the site 
following the demolition of the 
theatre. The plans also include 
ground-floor retail space and 
parking for 35 cars. The develop-
er needs a zoning change before 
construction can start.

Since 1986, The Royal George 
served as a prime venue on Chica-
go’s theatre scene. It’s four stages 
could host up to 450 theatre pa-
trons. However, it never reopened 
after the government-imposed 
pandemic lockdown closed it in 
2020. Formerly owned by New 
York-based Liberty Theatres, the 
property was sold to Draper and 
Kramer last July for $7.08 mil-
lion.

Let’s take a trip like in the 
movie—“The Time Machine”—
and see how the sands have trick-
led through the hourglass on the 
1600 block of N. Halsted St.  

Long before the Royal George 
was developed, this stretch of 
Halsted St. was pock-marked 
with vacant urban renewal lots 
that sold for as little as $6,000.

Here are this writer’s youth-
ful reminiscences, and the harsh 
realities of inner-city life that 
collided on Halsted St.—in Old 
Town in the late 1940s, 1950s and 
early 1960s.

The dingy grey clapboard sided 
three-flat at 1649 N. Halsted rose 
from noisy Halsted St., looking 

more like a haunted house than a 
home.

It was a post-Chicago Fire 
1880s apartment house with a 
balloon frame supported with 
wooden telephone poles. The 
building sat on a sunken lot with a 
dirt crawl space and no basement. 
In 1948, my father paid $4,800 
for this humble property.

Rickety stairways led up to 
the tiny four-room, one-bedroom 
apartments. Inside, there were no 
bathtubs, just a tiny 4-by-4-foot 
“powder room” with a toilet and 
a tiny wash bowl. Kitchen walls 
and ceilings were black with soot 
from the burning of pot-belly 
coal stoves that renters relied on 
to keep warm in winter.

The backyard was filled with 
3-foot-tall weeds and a plank 
fence made of charred wood that 
survived a fire when a rear coach 
house burned years earlier.

On hot summer nights, the aro-
ma of animal processing from the 
Chicago Stock Yards would waft 
north from 43rd St. and hang over 
Halsted like a cloud.

In the late 1940s, only poor 
people lived in this section of the 
blue-collar neighborhood that lat-
er would become posh Old Town 
and Lincoln Park. Rent on a one-
bedroom apartment was $20 a 
month, not the $2,300-a-month 
landlords now charge.

Following World War II, the 
Cabrini Green public housing de-
velopment was rising on Division 

Fond memories of 1649 N. Halsted St. still linger
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St., about a half mile south. The 
ethnic mix at North Ave. and Hal-
sted was mostly white Italian and 
German working-class families.

When Alfred Louis DeBat, my 
17-year-old brother—who later 
earned bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in journalism at North-
western Univ.—first saw 1649 N. 
Halsted in 1948, he cried.

“How could a kid who grew 
up in the 3900 block of N. Pine 
Grove Ave. in Lakeview and be-
friended young schoolmates who 
resided on Lake Shore Dr. live 
here?” asked Alfred, with great 
embarrassment.

But with the screech of Raven-
swood elevated trains and the 
clanking “Red Devil’ streetcars in 
our ears, Halsted St. was to be our 
home for the next 15 years.

By the mid-1950s, my father’s 
Southern flower garden was tak-
ing shape. It was patterned af-

ter gardens in New Orleans, his 
hometown.

The old fence was removed and 
replaced with new white pickets, 
and urban renewal bricks edged 
organized flower beds. A variety 
of flowers were represented—
Zinnias, Petunias, Marigolds, 
Peonies, giant Sun Flowers, Rose 
bushes and Morning Glory vines 
climbed up the back porches on 
trellises in this urban oasis. Mul-
berry trees produced fruit for my 
breakfast cereal.  

In 1949, long before quiche and 
pinot grigio became gourmet de-
lights in Lincoln Park, Sieben’s 
Brewery on Larrabee St. was sell-
ing what the neighborhood made 
best—cool steins of German 
beer.

A kid could hop on a clank-
ing streetcar and rumble down 
Halsted to Fullerton and catch a 
movie at the Biograph Theatre, or 
stroll to the barbershop at North 
Ave. where you could sit in big, 
black leather barber chairs and 
ogle the sparkling nickel-plated 
pot-bellied stove. Nick, the Italian 
barber, gave old-fashioned, 75¢ 
haircuts, sans sideburns.

The bustling corner of North 
and Halsted supported such neigh-
borhood business establishments 
as the United Cigar Store, Sch-
neider’s Meat Market, Newman’s 
Shoes, Sam’s Cut-Rate Liquors, 
and the Greek’s Soda Fountain, 
where 5¢ Coke and penny candy 
were sold.

Television still was a luxury, 
so most neighborhood kids saved 
pop bottle deposits to pay 12¢ 
movie-house admissions.

A German language movie 
house, the Kino Theater, was on 
North Ave. and Orchard. But most 
neighborhood kids flocked to the 
Plaza Theater at North and North 
Park avenues to view “shoot’em-
up” Westerns like “Red River,” 
starring John Wayne. Later, The 
Plaza was razed to make way for 
new affordable high-rise apart-
ments.

The factory neighborhood of 
Lincoln Park was launched on the 
long road to trendiness and afflu-
ence in 1956, when the Commu-
nity Conservation Board desig-
nated virtually the entire area for 
urban renewal.

A proposed $36-million plan, 
which did not get underway until 
the 1960s, envisioned a 1,000-acre 

memories see p. 8

Long before the Royal George Theater was developed, this stretch of Halsted St. was pock-marked with vacant 
urban renewal lots that sold for as little as $6,000. This writer’s youthful reminiscences of inner-city life collided on 
Halsted St.—in the late 1940s, 1950s and early 1960s.

Between the early 1960s 
and 1977, the city’s  

Dept. of Urban Renewal  
demolished 606  

buildings in the area. 
Ogden Ave., a wide  

boulevard, was vacated 
and Oz Park was  

created. Hundreds of 
old German and Italian 
residents were displaced.
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The estate of a Chicago mur-
der victim is suing Cook Coun-
ty’s sheriff and chief judge for 
wrongful death because the man 
who allegedly killed her was on 
electronic monitoring [EM] at 
the time of the slaying.

Dominiko Johnson killed his 
girlfriend, Shanate Guy, and then 
killed himself one year ago, CPD 
Supt. David Brown said last year. 
Johnson had two felony gun cases 
pending in Cook County, accord-
ing to court records.

On April 9, 2020, Judge David 
Navarro let Johnson go home on 
a recognizance bond after pros-
ecutors charged him with felony 
unlawful use of a weapon, re-
cords show.

Then, in Jan. 2021, Chicago 
police allegedly saw a gun under 

Johnson’s feet when they pulled 
him over for a traffic violation. 
Navarro set his bail at $50,000 
and ordered Johnson held with-
out bail for violating the bond 
terms in the other gun case. John-
son eventually posted a $15,000 
bail deposit last March and went 
home on EM, according to court 
records.

Now, Guy’s estate is suing.
In the suit, lawyers claim that 

the Cook County Sheriff’s Office 
EM program had 3,500 partici-
pants and received about 850 vio-
lation alerts every day at the time 
of Guy’s death, but the depart-
ment only had 110 staff members 
assigned to the EM program.

“The county …knew [it] had in-
sufficient personnel to adequately 
and safely monitor the individu-
als placed on the electronic moni-
toring program,” the suit claims. 

Cook County Chief Judge Timothy Evans (L) and Cook County Sheriff Tom 
Dart (R).

Murder victim’s estate sues Cook County  
because her killer was on electronic monitoring

The filing does not provide any 
evidence that the county had such 
knowledge.

County authorities “took no 
action when it knew Dominiko 
Johnson was away from his pre-

scribed location for a substantial 
length of time in violation of the 
Cook County Electronic Monitor-
ing Program,” the suit alleges.

It claims the county “allowed” 
Johnson to be out of his house 

“for an inordinate period of time” 
while on EM and alleges Chief 
Judge Timothy Evans and Sheriff 
Tom Dart knew about the pro-
gram’s shortcomings.

The county’s failures resulted 
in Guy’s death, the suit alleges.

In addition to claiming the 
county knew its EM program was 
deficient, the suit points to fre-
quent public warnings by CPD’s 
superintendent that the program 
was being misused for people ac-
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Investigation into the unfair 
placement of Park District se-
curity cameras has sparked 
renewed criticism from park 
neighborhoods and city council 
members about the quality and 
ineffectiveness of the expensive 
program 

by Sidnee King
Better Government Association

The Chicago Park District’s 
[CPD] security camera program 
is under fire by park advocates 
and some city council members 
who call it a worthless — yet 
costly — deterrent to crime in 
neighborhood parks.

Some city officials say the 
cameras, rarely monitored by 
CPD employees, are below the 
standard of quality to be looped 
into OEMC systems, according to 
interviews and records obtained 
by the Better Government Asso-

ciation [BGA].
The BGA heard similar com-

plaints at five parks equipped 
with CPD cameras, including two 
parks where residents were en-
couraged by the Park officials to 
raise thousands of dollars to buy 
the surveillance equipment yet 
cannot get answers as to why they 
are not working.

“We really wish the park dis-
trict had explained to our neigh-
bors what the limitations of the 
cameras were,” said Ald. Michele 
Smith [43rd], who said she tried 
for weeks to get footage from 
the $5,800 camera system at Oz 
Park. “They certainly would not 
have gotten it under those circum-
stances.”

The BGA received similar ac-
counts from advocates of Fosco 
Park, Clark Park, Wicker Park 
and Haas Park.

“We’re only a half step above 
not having them,” said Anthony 

Porfirio, president of the Haas 
Park advisory council where 
eight cameras were installed in 
the park’s $4 million field house 
in 2011.

The criticism follows a BGA 
report in April that revealed how 
most of the nearly 90 Park Dis-
trict cameras are installed in more 
affluent neighborhoods with the 
least amount of crime, like Oz 
Park.

But park experts who study 
the community benefits of green 
space say even one violent crime 
incident is enough to scar safety 
perceptions among parents and 
other parkgoers, a stigma that can 
last years.

“If we improve the park[s], then 
we feel we improve the communi-
ty that loves and cares for them,” 
said Willa Lang, executive direc-
tor of the Chicago Parks Foun-
dation, a park advocacy group 
traditionally supportive of CPD 

Complaints mount  
on Park District cameras

security initiatives.
In addition, many crimes in 

parks are never reported to po-
lice and therefore never show up 
in statistics. “A lot of times there 
may be gang efforts on every cor-
ner,” Lang said.

The Park District has spent at 
least $117,000 to a private security 
company — Active Alarms — for 
the installation and maintenance 
of cameras, according to invoice 
records. Most were installed be-
ginning in 2018, records show.

In the two instances where 
neighborhood fundraisers were 
held to reimburse the CPD for 
surveillance equipment recom-
mended by their top vendor, some 
local residents say they were 
promised more.

CPD Supt. Rosa Escareño de-
clined to be interviewed for this 
report, and her spokeswoman 

complaints see p. 10

monitoring see p. 8
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Police 
Beat

Man shot in the face  
at North Avenue Beach;  
three cops hurt  
as brawls erupt nearby 

A suspect is in custody after a 
man was shot in the face near the 
North Avenue Beach House on June 
21. Chicago police said three officers 
suffered minor injuries as they tried 
to break up fights among young 
people who streamed into the near-
by Old Town neighborhood after 
being swept from the lakefront fol-
lowing the shooting.

Police officers at the beach re-
ported shots fired around 9:50 p.m. 
between the landmark boat-shaped 
beach house and the pedestrian 
bridge crossing Lake Shore Dr. A po-
lice statement said the victim is an 
adult male, but did not provide his 
age.

A source said the man was shot 
in the face, but he was talking to 
first responders at the scene. EMS 
took the victim to Advocate Illinois 
Masonic Medical Center in critical 
condition.

Other cops quickly apprehended 
a suspect and recovered a handgun, 
according to the CPD media state-
ment.

Officers reported that fights broke 
out at the beach before and after the 
shooting. Police moved people off 
the lakefront after the shooting, and 
more fights erupted as the crowd 
made its way inland.

Several brawls were reported 
near North Ave. and Wells St. in the 
heart of Old Town. There, officers 
were injured while trying to stop a 
fight around 10:50 p.m., according 
to a second CPD statement. Police 
arrested a 16-year-old boy at the 
scene.

The police statement said one of-
ficer sustained scrapes and cuts to 
their arms while another received 
swelling to their right eye. Both were 
treated at the scene. A third officer 
was truck in the back of the head 
with an object, police said. He was 
treated and released at Northwest-
ern Memorial Hospital.

CTA temporarily rerouted North 
Ave. buses to avoid the area, but ser-
vice was later restored.

Last month, the same Old Town 
streets were overrun by mostly 
young people as police closed North 
Avenue Beach following a social me-
dia-fueled “takeover.”

Robbers pistol-whip man  
in Lincoln Park

A group of five men pistol-
whipped a man who was walking in 
the Lincoln Park neighborhood on 
June 20, police said. There are indi-
cations that the crime may be linked 
to two other armed robberies over 
the weekend.

Police said a 33-year-old man 
was walking on the 1200 block of W. 
Webster when a dark blue car, pos-
sibly a Subaru, pulled up and the five 
robbers stepped from the vehicle 
around 10:40 p.m.

The group surrounded the man 
and displayed a firearm while de-
manding his property, according 
to a CPD spokesperson. One of the 
robbers then struck the victim in the 
back of his head with the gun.

Police said the victim ran from the 
scene and contacted CPD. He de-
clined medical attention.

The robbery occurred just two 
blocks from where Dakotah Early 
was shot during an armed robbery 
in May. While prosecutors have 

charged a man in connection with 
Earley’s shooting, other members of 
the robbery crew remain at large. 

A law enforcement source ex-
pressed concern that the group, 
which has been active in weeks-long 
sprees since at least November, may 
be coming out of hibernation. They 
are known for becoming violent dur-
ing hold-ups, often pistol-whipping 
victims, and robbing more than one 
person at a time.

On June 20, a man and woman 
were taken to a hospital after armed 
robbers confronted them as they 
walked on the 600 block of W. Corne-
lia in Boystown, police said.

The victims, a 58-year-old man and 
a 30-year-old woman, were on the 
sidewalk near Broadway when a white 
Mercedes sedan pulled up around 
12:23 a.m. Three men stepped out of 
the car and one of them displayed a 
handgun while demanding the vic-
tims’ property, according to a CPD 
spokesperson.

The spokesperson said that when 
the male victim refused to comply, 
the gunman hit him in the head sev-
eral times with the weapon. One of 
the other robbers confronted the 
woman and demanded her property. 
She complied.

The group then escaped in the 
Mercedes with property belonging to 
both victims. A dark sedan followed 
them from the area.

Both victims were taken to Advo-
cate Illinois Masonic Medical Center 
for treatment. Police said the man re-
ceived treatment for lacerations to his 
head. The woman was admitted for 
observation.

On June 19, three masked offend-
ers robbed a 23-year-old man at gun-
point on the 2400 block of N. Orchard 
around 2:15 a.m. They escaped in a 
gray Hyundai that had been stolen an 
hour earlier near Belmont and Clark in 
Lakeview.

Bicyclist attacked, three people 
robbed in Streeterville

A bicyclist is among four people 
who were attacked or robbed in un-
der an hour June 20 in the Streeter-
ville neighborhood, police said. A 
fourth person was robbed that night 
near the local Chicago police station.

In Streeterville, a 23-year-old man 
was riding his bike eastbound on Illi-
nois St. when a group of at least four 
men and “multiple” females began 
yelling at him in Spanish around 10:20 
p.m., a CPD spokesperson said.

One of the men punched him in 
the face, causing him to fall on the 
500 block of N. Columbus. One of the 
women then pepper-sprayed him, 
and the group fled. Police said none 
of the man’s belongings were taken.

EMS transported him to North-
western Memorial Hospital in fair 
condition.

Then, around 11 p.m., a car pulled 
up on the 300 block of E. Lower North 
Water St., where a 36-year-old man 
and 32-year-old woman were stand-
ing. Three men stepped out of the 
car, displayed a gun, and ordered the 
victims to hand over their property, a 
CPD spokesperson said.

The victims described two robbers 
as Black males in their teens or 20s 
wearing ski masks who stood about 
5’-8″ tall. One of them wore a white 
shirt or sweatshirt that may have gold 
sleeves.

About 15 minutes later, a 53-year-
old woman was robbed on the 200 
block of E. Illinois.

She was walking toward her hotel 
when a gray car pulled up and three 
men stepped out. Two of them had 
handguns, according to police.

The group took her bag, returned 
to the car, and headed east on Illinois 
St.

Another woman was robbed on the 
Near North Side around 1:53 a.m.

She told police she was standing 

next to her car on the 400 block of W. 
Elm when a man walked up, punched 
her in the face, and took her purse, 
the police spokesperson said. He es-
caped in a white sedan, which may be 
a Nissan.

The woman got into her car and 
drove a couple of blocks to the 18th 
Near North Police District station to 
file a report.

Robbery reports in the 18th District 
are up 50% compared to last year and 
2% compared to 2020. They are down, 
though, compared to 2019 and 2018.

After 100 MPH chase,  
man charged with carjacking  
woman in the Loop

Prosecutors say two men carjacked 
a woman at gunpoint in the Loop 
while she was on break from work. 
But they only charged one of the men 
with the hijacking.

Devonte Ladd, 18, and Deshun Mc-
Gee, 20, were arrested when they ran 
from the hijacked car following a traf-
fic crash as state police and Chicago 
cops followed them, according to the 
allegations. A woman who ran from 
the vehicle escaped.

The victim, 20, was taking a break 
in her Chrysler 200 on the corner of 
Clark St. and Marble Plc. June 21 when 
McGee and Ladd allegedly walked 
past her car, then turned around and 
approached her driver’s door.

Prosecutors said that McGee dis-
played a gun as Ladd ordered her out 
of the vehicle.

“It’s not worth your life,” McGee 
allegedly advised when the woman 
initially refused to comply. He then 
pulled her out of the car, took her 
phone, and climbed behind the wheel 
as Ladd slid into the passenger seat, 
according to prosecutors.

A surveillance camera recorded the 
hijacking, but prosecutors said the 
quality was not good enough to iden-
tify the carjackers.

About four hours later, Illinois State 
Police troopers intercepted the hi-
jacked car on the Dan Ryan Expy. near 
75th Street. They pursued the vehicle 
at speeds that sometimes exceeded 
100 MPH until it crashed near 45th 
and Western, prosecutors said.

Ladd ran from the driver’s seat as 
McGee and the woman bailed from 
the passenger side, according to a 
CPD report.

Police found a loaded handgun 
next to a fence that McGee jumped 
just moments before cops caught 
him, prosecutors said.

During an interview with detec-
tives, Ladd allegedly admitted to 
taking a train downtown, where he 
bumped into McGee, and they decid-
ed to carjack the woman. The victim, 
however, could not identify Ladd and 
McGee as the hijackers.

Prosecutors charged Ladd with 
aggravated vehicular hijacking with 
a firearm, armed robbery with a fire-
arm, aggravated possession of a sto-
len motor vehicle, and aggravated 
fleeing.

Judge Barbara Dawkins held him 
without bail at the state’s request.

McGee is only charged with unlaw-
ful use of a weapon by a felon.

“That’s what the state’s attorney’s 
office has decided to charge him 
with,” Dawkins said, noting that she 
can only consider charges that are 
filed when setting bail. She held him 
in lieu of $250,00 and said he must go 
on electronic monitoring if he posts a 

10% deposit bond.
McGee is on parole for a 2020 rob-

bery in which he allegedly displayed 
the handle of a firearm in his waist-
band while mugging a man on the 
Northwest Side. A police report said 
he got $4 from the man.

After pleading guilty in January, he 
received a four-year sentence from 
Judge Shelley Sutker-Dermer. By law, 
the sentence was cut in half for good 
behavior. He then received credit for 
712 days spent in custody, mostly on 
electronic monitoring, before sen-
tencing. In the end, he arrived at and 
departed Stateville Correctional Cen-
ter on the same day, Jan. 28.

State officials are reviewing his pa-
role status in light of the new allega-
tions.

According to court records, pros-
ecutors charged him with escaping 
from electronic monitoring while he 
was on bail for the 2020 robbery case, 
but they dropped the charge after he 
pleaded guilty to the robbery.

In February, police arrested McGee 
when he ran from the driver’s seat of 
a stolen car during a traffic stop, ac-
cording to a CPD report. Those charg-
es were dropped in March.

Former employee robbed  
an Edgewater CVS twice

A Chicago man who allegedly bur-
glarized an Edgewater CVS last year 
while he was an employee of the 
store returned to the same location 
twice in the past month to rob it, pros-

ecutors said on 
June 25. Myles 
Webb, 28, is 
charged with 
two counts of 
robbery and 
one count of 
burglary in 
c o n n e c t i o n 
with the al-
leged crimes at 
the pharmacy 

chain’s 6150 N. Broadway location.
On Nov. 5, 2021, Webb used his key 

to enter the store before business 
hours, prosecutors said. He alleg-
edly turned off the alarm, took a large 
amount of cash, and left. 

Then, on May 21, a female CVS em-
ployee was preparing to open the 
store when she saw Webb walking 
toward her with merchandise, accord-
ing to prosecutors. When she told him 
the store was closed, Webb pushed a 
cart rack into her and announced a 
robbery.

“Gimme all your money,” he alleg-
edly demanded. “I’m not here to hurt 
you. Gimme all your money. “

The woman took Webb to the safe, 
and he took the cash from inside, 
along with the woman’s phone and 
keys, prosecutors said.

On June 19, he allegedly commit-
ted a nearly-identical robbery of the 
store when the same employee was 
preparing to open for business. 

Police arrested Webb this week.
His public defender said he works 

full-time at the Chicago Tribune and a 
hotel. He lives with his girlfriend and 
children.

Judge Susana Ortiz set bail at 
$50,000 with electronic monitoring, 
meaning Webb must post $5,000 to 
get out of jail on house arrest.

‘They’re going crazy,  
we need cars!’ - two cops injured  
as large fight  
overwhelms Boystown

Two Chicago police officers were 
injured June 20 when a large fight 
broke out on the Halsted St. bar strip 
in Boystown. Officers at the scene 
repeatedly called for more help as 
dispatchers tried to secure resources 
from other police districts during a 
20-minute melee that one cop said 
involved about 75 people.

The fights broke out hours after 
the annual Pride Fest street party 

wrapped up. Similar altercations 
have been reported following pre-
vious Pride Fests and the Chicago 
Pride Parade.

Officers from the Lakeview-based 
Town Hall 19th District sounded 
overwhelmed and understaffed as 
they called for more cars and twice 
declared “10-1” police emergencies 
on the 3300 block of N. Halsted be-
tween 2:45 a.m. and 3 a.m.

“Huge fight on Halsted and Ros-
coe,” an officer said as the fights be-
gan. “We need help over here… We 
need some cars now! We got about 
75 people going crazy out here. Ask 
other districts to send cars here. This 
is absolutely wild.”

More than two minutes later, an 
update: “They’re going crazy, squad. 
We need cars!”

A sergeant eventually told re-
sponding cars to slow down as of-
ficers thought they were getting a 
handle on the situation. That didn’t 
last long.

Police declared a second “10-1” 
shortly before 3 a.m. at the inter-
section of Halsted and Buckingham 
streets.

“We need more [police officers] 
here,” one cop says. A dispatcher 
assures him that they are trying to 
find help from other districts. “Keep 
sending ’em squad. Keep sending 
’em.”

A supervisor at the scene slowed 
down the police response shortly 
after 3 a.m, saying the situation was 
better but there were “still pockets 
of fighting.”

Bottles were being thrown sever-
al minutes after that, an officer said.

Police units that came from other 
districts were sent back to their usu-
al patrol areas around 3:20 a.m. CPD 
asked dispatchers to send the city’s 
Dept. of Streets and Sanitation to 
clean up the mess.

According to a CPD statement, a 
male officer suffered an injury to his 
back while trying to arrest someone 
during the fights. He was listed in 
fair condition, the statement said. 
Another officer suffered injuries to 
both knees and their lip. They were 
not hospitalized.

River North carjacking crew 
strikes again in Andersonville 

An armed carjacking team took a 
man’s Cadillac at gunpoint in River 
North on June 23 and then hijacked 
a rideshare driver in Andersonville 
two hours later. Two members of 
the crew were arrested after they 
crashed the second vehicle in Edge-
water. The rest of the group contin-
ued committing crimes, apparently 
unaware of their colleagues’ fate.

It all started when the crew hi-
jacked a livery driver on the first 
block of West Grand, near Dearborn 
around 11:30 p.m.

Police said a carjacker ordered 
the driver out of his Cadillac XTS at 
gunpoint and then pistol-whipped 
him in the face as he exited the car. 
The victim said the gunman got 
into the driver’s seat and a second 
hijacker entered the passenger side 
before they drove away westbound. 
EMS treated the man for a laceration 
above his eye.

About three minutes later, two 
men approached the front doors of 
a 57-year-old woman’s Honda Civic 
as she sat in front of a steakhouse on 
the first block of W. Kinzie. The man 
on the driver’s side displayed a gun 
and ordered the woman to get out, 
but she stepped on the gas and got 
away, a CPD spokesperson said.

About 45 minutes after the Ca-
dillac was taken, a 65-year-old ride-
share driver was carjacked at gun-
point as he sat in his Hyundai Elantra 
on the 1400 block of West Foster in 
Andersonville, police said.

police beat see p. 7

Devonte Ladd

Myles Webb
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Two men demanded the victim’s 
car while displaying a handgun and 
then drove away. A witness followed 
the hijacked vehicle and police lo-
cated the car moments later near a 
7-Eleven at Foster and Western. Also 
with the freshly-hijacked Hyundai was 
the Cadillac taken in River North.

Police followed the Hyundai until it 
crashed into a fire hydrant on the 1600 
block of W. Thorndale. Cops arrested 
two 18-year-old men and recovered a 
handgun, according to CPD. Charges 
are pending.

Meanwhile, still traveling in the hi-
jacked Cadillac, the rest of the crew 
continued committing crimes.

On the 2100 block of W. Lawrence, a 
masked man with a silver gun jumped 
out of the Cadillac and tried to carjack 
a woman. She managed to evade the 
hijackers and called the police. A CPD 
spokesperson confirmed that police 
responded to the woman’s call, but 
no report was filed.

Two more robberies were reported 
in the area, but it’s unclear if they are 
linked to the hijackings.

Shortly before 2 a.m., three armed 
and masked men stepped out of a 
silver vehicle and pistol-whipped a 
53-year-old man as he walked on the 
1700 block of W. Farwell in Rogers 
Park.

They took the victim’s property at 
gunpoint and then headed north in 
the silver car with the victim’s wallet, 
phone, and keys.

Two more victims, a 34-year-old 
man and a 34-year-old woman, called 
911 after being robbed at gunpoint 
on the 1400 block of Wast Balmoral in 
Andersonville around 2:05 a.m. They 
told police that two men stepped 
out of an alley, displayed a gun, and 
demanded their property, according 
to a CPD spokesperson. The men fled 
in a black SUV that headed north into 
the alley.

Friday marks the fourth consecu-
tive night that waves of robberies 
have been reported across the city’s 
downtown, North Side, and Near West 
Side neighborhoods. At least three 
incidents were reported June 22, in 
Lakeview and Rogers Park. Twelve 
people were robbed on June 22. Oth-
ers were targeted in a string of crimes 
on June 21.

Armed robbers target  
at least 12 people  
in North Side crime spree

Another wave of armed robber-
ies rolled across the city June 22-23, 
leaving at least 11 victims in its wake. 
Among the victims are a tourist visit-
ing the Mag Mile, two people riding in 
a pedicab on Wacker Dr. in the Loop, a 
man walking in Boystown, and an em-
ployee leaving work at a popular West 
Town bar.

Police believe some of the rob-
beries are linked to another string 
of hold-ups that unfolded June 21 in 
Streeterville.

These robberies began at 12:05 a.m. 
June 22 on the 300 block of N. Green 
in the West Loop. A 42-year-old man 
was walking when a white SUV with 
Florida plates pulled up, and three 
men stepped out of it with handguns, 
a CPD spokesperson said.

They took the victim’s belongings 
and one of the robbers punched the 
man in his face. The three then re-
turned to the SUV and headed north 
on Green. Two people who were leav-
ing work at a nearby restaurant said 
the men pointed guns at them, but 
did not take anything.

Witnesses said the vehicle may 
have been a white Nissan SUV, possi-
bly the same vehicle used in June 21’s 
robberies.

Minutes later, four men who trav-
eled in a white SUV robbed a victim of 
their phone, backpack, and wallet on 
Grand Ave., just west of Milwaukee.

Then, three people were reported 
in about 10 minutes downtown.

At 12:25 a.m., a white SUV pulled 
up next to a bike taxi on the 300 block 
of E. Wacker Dr. Three masked men in 
the SUV took the victims’ property at 
gunpoint, then drove away. The vic-
tims, a 31-year-old woman and a 61-
year-old man, were not injured, the 
CPD spokesperson said.

Ten minutes later, a 33-year-old 
tourist was robbed as she walked on 
Grand Ave. just east of State St. She 
told police that a robber jumped out 
of a dark SUV and pointed a black 
handgun at her head around 12:35 
a.m., the spokesperson continued. Af-
ter giving the man her valuables, the 
victim went to her nearby hotel to get 
help.

Then, a 27-year-old man told police 
that a white SUV pulled up next to him 

on the 3200 block of N. Broadway in 
Boystown around 2:50 a.m. Two rob-
bers stepped out of the vehicle and 
pointed guns at the man’s head while 
demanding his property, the police 
spokesperson said.

Another string of robberies was 
reported between about 4 a.m. and 
4:30 a.m.

Three masked robbers targeted a 
man and his friend near Milwaukee 
and Armitage in Logan Square. The 
robbers escaped in a dark SUV that 
may have been taken in a carjacking 
on the 2100 block of W. Dickens in 
Bucktown over the weekend, accord-
ing to a report.

Around the same time, two people 
were robbed as they sat in a car on 
the 1100 block of N. Western. A dark 
SUV pulled up and three men opened 
the victim’s car door. They took the 
victims’ backpacks, which contained 
a laptop, wallet, money, and keys to a 
nearby bar.

The last two robberies of the night 
unfolded a little further south.

A man told police he was carjacked 
at gunpoint and physically attacked as 
he headed to work on the 1600 block 
of W. 21st Street by four men who ar-
rived in a dark SUV. They took his 2006 
Lexus sedan.

Another man, age 35, was pistol-
whipped and robbed by at least five 
men who arrived in two vehicles on 
the 2300 block of S. Halsted, a CPD 
report said. The offenders took his 
phone and other property, then fled 
the area.

The victims generally described the 
robbers as groups of Black males be-
tween 15- and 25-years-old who wore 
masks and hoodies.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

police beat from p. 6

BY CWBCHICAGO

Three people were shot and 
three more were stabbed in two 
incidents as large crowds gath-
ered in the Boystown neighbor-
hood Sunday night, hours after 
the Chicago Pride Parade con-
cluded.

The shooting occurred at 1:27 
a.m. in the 3100 block of N. Clark, 
at the three-way intersection of 
Clark, Halsted, and Barry.

Officially, police said the three 
victims were outside when they 
were struck by gunfire. None of 
them could provide any informa-
tion about what happened, ac-
cording to a CPD statement.

However, officers at the scene 
said they found about 30 shell 
casings and live bullets in the 
parking lot of the Advocate Out-
patient Center, 3134 N. Clark.

Crime scene tape draped across 
Clark St. and police examined 
the exterior of a Domino’s Pizza 
restaurant while other cops inter-
viewed witnesses nearby.

Police said a 46-year-old wom-

an is in critical condition with a 
gunshot wound to her abdomen. 
A 30-year-old man who received 
a gunshot wound to his knee was 
in good condition. Both were tak-
en to Advocate Illinois Masonic 
Medical Center. A 37-year-old 
man was taken to Northwestern 
Memorial Hospital with a gun-
shot wound to his leg in good 
condition.

Earlier, two women and a man 
suffered stab wounds when a 
woman began flailing a knife dur-
ing an argument in the 1000 block 
of W. Belmont around 11:27 p.m., 

Chicago police said. Officers ar-
rested a 24-year-old woman at the 
scene.

According to a CPD statement, 
she and the victims got into an ar-
gument that turned physical. She 
allegedly pulled out a knife dur-
ing the fight and began swinging.

Police said a 28-year-old wom-
an is in serious condition with 
stab wounds to her chest, arm, 
and back. A 20-year-old man suf-
fered a stab wound to his back. 
He was in fair condition. And a 
35-year-old woman was in good 
condition with a stab wound to 

Three shot, three stabbed  
during Chicago Pride Parade afterparty

A man wearing a blood-stained shirt enters a car following a triple stabbing 
on the 1000 block of West Belmont on June 26

her buttocks. EMS took all of 
them to Advocate Illinois Ma-
sonic Medical Center.

Police said the alleged offender 
was also taken to Masonic for 
treatment of a laceration to her 
face. She was in fair condition.

The post-parade crowds have 
turned violent every year since 
this reporter began covering the 
event in 2013, with occasional 
shootings and stabbings.

At least 10 people were arrested 
in the hours following the parade. 
Police recovered a handgun and 
took a man into custody at Hal-
sted and Roscoe streets around 
10:30 p.m.

Earlier, a 21-year-old woman 
was arrested after she punched 
a Chicago police sergeant who 
was taking a man into custody on 
the 3300 block of N. Clark, CPD 
said. The arrests came as police 
were breaking up a crowd that 
was blocking traffic and dancing 
on cars around 8:30 p.m.

Ald. Tom Tunney [44th] pub-
licly expressed his concern about 
CPD’s post-parade plan earlier 
this week. Despite the alder-
man’s concerns, the department’s 
second-in-command, Eric Carter, 

announced on June 24 that he was 
reinstating previously-canceled 
days off for some officers on Sun-
day.

According to Carter, the rein-
stated time off was “an effort to 
reduce the number of consecutive 
days worked.”

The affected officers are regu-
larly assigned to the detective di-
vision and other parts of the city. 
Some of them would have worked 
24 days straight had Carter not 
given them Sunday off, according 
to the police union.
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cused of violent crimes.
“Sheriff Dart has been ada-

mant that electronic monitoring 
does not prevent violent offend-
ers from continuing to engage in 
acts of violence,” the sheriff’s of-
fice said in a statement. “Despite 
these dire warnings violent of-
fenders continue to be placed on 
electronic monitoring. Regard-
less, sheriff’s personnel work tire-
lessly to monitor those ordered to 
the program and to prevent them 

from fleeing their charges or en-
gaging in new crimes. Despite the 
tragedy, this lawsuit is without 
merit. The Sheriff’s Office will 
vigorously defend against what 
we believe are the complaint’s 
baseless allegations.”

Cook County Record first re-
ported on the lawsuit.

Dominiko Johnson was the 
26th person accused of killing, 
shooting, or trying to kill or shoot 
someone in Chicago last year 
while on felony bail.

monitoring from p. 5

CALL 773-818-0808
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redevelopment of the area gen-
erally bounded by Lincoln Park 
on the east, the Milwaukee Road 
tracks and Clybourn Ave. on the 
west and southwest, North Ave. 
on the south and Wrightwood and 
Diversey on the north.

Between the early 1960s and 
1977, the city’s Dept. of Urban 
Renewal demolished 606 build-
ings in the area. Ogden Ave., a 
wide boulevard, was vacated and 
Oz Park was created. Hundreds of 
old German and Italian residents 
were displaced.

By 1977, some $270 million was 
spent by the government and pri-
vate investors to revitalize eastern 
portions of the community, called 
Project I, and Lincoln Park was 
on its way to “revitalization.”

As part of the urban renewal 

plan, the Royal George Theatre 
was built and my father’s three-
flat lot was the end-piece of the 
project to create a ramp for a fu-
ture parking garage. As a result—
following an appraisal by Mid-
America Appraisal and Baird & 
Warner—the theatre developers 
paid $40,000 for that 25-by-140-
foot lot.

So, this writer wishes Draper 
and Kramer well on its develop-
ment plan. The only question I 
have is: Why only 35 parking 
spaces? The Royal George The-
atre parking garage must have 
more spots than that.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

memories from p. 4

creative and special and different 
types of performances,” said Dr. 
Rosenkranz, who, besides being 
an astonishing magician is an 
award-winning physician and as-
sistant professor in Clinical Pedi-
atrics at Northwestern Univ. Fein-
berg School of Medicine.  “That 
it becomes a home for Chamber 
music, where people know that 
here, they can get Chamber mu-
sic in a beautiful, intimate way. 
That it becomes a local and in-
ternationally-known venue for 
magic -- it is really truthfully a 
very, very, very original space for 
magic and doing original, magi-
cal things.”

“That people just want to come 
here, this is their go-to place on a 
Saturday night or Friday night or 
a Sunday, people may wake up on 
a Sunday, and say what’s playing 
at the Rhapsody today?” contin-
ued Dr. Rosenkranz. “That is my 
hope and dream. That we make 
an impact in the artistic space 
and in the cultural space in this 
lovely community, not just for the 

turning from p. 3 people in Rogers Park but for ev-
erybody around.”

“And of course a bigger, loftier 
goal is that this particular theater 
sparks a little bit of a renaissance 
on this beautiful Morse Ave., a 
street that has seen a lot of won-
derful arts,” he added. “That oth-
ers are encouraged to open up -- 
nothing would make me happier 
than if there was another theater 
just across the street and that we 
do really become a magnet for 
people to come to this beautiful 
neighborhood.” 

Must be some sort of magical 
ESP, because I’m really hoping 
for the same thing. Once upon a 
time, Morse Ave. was a bustling 
business district, filled with plac-
es like Ashkenaz deli, Charles 
Variety store, Davidson’s Bakery 
and restaurants like Poolgogi and 
K-Mar’s, which had the best zuc-
chini parm in town. 

I’m dreaming too, Dr. Rosen-
kranz, so we share a wonderful 
vision for the outstanding com-
munity that I’ve been a lifelong 
resident of. Hopefully our dreams 
can and will come true.

There are about to be a perma-
nent options for a reduced term 
city vehicle sticker.

The current pilot program is 
set to sunset on July 31, and now 
the new option allows residents 
to purchase City Stickers for four 
months, instead of one or two 
years, at a lower cost. 

Upon expiration, residents who 
have chosen the Reduced Term 
option can continue to buy a Re-
duced Term City Sticker or renew 

Permanent reduced term 
City Sticker option

Formerly the Royal George Theater had significant off-street parking avail-
able to visitors. Now the new residential development will only provide 35 
parking spaces for its 133 units.

Changes are on their way for 
the Shedd Aquarium now that the 
Chicago Plan Commission last 
week approved some dramatic 
changes to the physical property 
and surroundings.

The Shedd, 1200 S. Lake Shore 
Dr., which is part of the larger 
Chicago Museum Campus, will 
be celebrating its 100th anniver-
sary in 2030, so in honor of their 
centennial, they are planning 
some $500 million in improve-
ments.

The biggest changes may be the 
addition of a new entry and ticket-
ing pavilion surrounding the Man 
with Fish sculpture outside of the 
entryway. They claim the current 
entry is unable to meet demand, 
and that the new design will ac-

Plan Commission approves 
renovations for Shedd Aquarium

commodate more visitors by uti-
lizing separated ticketing and en-
try pavilions.

The two pavilions will be add-
ed in front of the current entrance 
with a circular trellis connecting 
the two to create a sense of arrival 
for visitors. 

On the north side of the museum, 
the terrace will be extended 10’. 
This extension will offer needed 
support spaces for four upcoming 
habitats in the north gallery. Two 
of the habitats will be rather large, 
while the remaining are expected 
to be more standard.

An overhead service stack will 
be built for staff to aid in the ser-
vice of habitats. The roof over this 
section will be lower than the ex-

isting parapet and a cooling tower 
will be removed. A newly rebuilt 
mechanical penthouse and el-
evator overrun will stand slightly 
higher than the parapet.

The crab apple trees on the 
northwest side of the Shedd will 
be removed and replaced with 
native tree species to offer shade 
cover and frame views of the city 
skyline. An existing picnic grove 
at the northeast corner will also 
get shade trees and a prairie foot-
path along the east side. 

Around the new ticketing and 
entry pavilion, the landscape will 
be enhanced with native polli-
nator gardens and rain gardens. 
Larger trees will break down the 
scale of the space.

at the yearly or two-year periods. 
This was designed to be an af-

fordable tax option for all those 
forced to buy a city sticker. The 
City Sticker essentially gives a 
resident of Chicago the right to 
pay an additional tax to park a car 
in the city. 

Since its inception in late 2019, 
the Office of the City Clerk has 
sold over 180,000 Reduced Term 
Stickers and generated over $2.8 
million in taxes collections.
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WORKING HARD 
IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Curt Rose | 773.301.7276 | curt@mbluxurygroup.com

safe. President Toni Preckwin-
kle, were you aware of this while 
ascending the heights of “Der 
Furher?” All your years as the 
dorky boss doesn’t seem to have 
sharpened your pencils.

TWIN ANCHORS RIBS: 
Congratulations Twin Anchors 
Class of 2022. Good luck in col-
lege this fall, you will be missed. 
Graduates Lorenzo Collier, Dan-
iela Garfias, Desmond Goto, 
Charlie Reyna-Demes, Elena 
Thomas, Alexx Torres, Ar-
man Zarei, Oscar Zarei, Olivia 
Shaw, and Leo Singer, you make 
us all proud.

UC DAVIS: Proud Chicago 
parents, Attorneys Joe and Barb 
Mallon, ask, is there a doctor in 
the house? Of course, son, Kevin 
Mallon, who just received his 
PhD in Mechanical and Aeronau-
tical Engineering from Univ. of 
California-Davis.

ARTIFACTS: Stuart Gran-
nen has long been a star in Chica-
go’s unique genre of modern ge-
nius. His Architectural Artifacts 
grounded Chicago’s reputation as 
a leader in the use of reclaimed 
architecture for use in contempo-
rary design. Up in that gigantic 
warehouse in Ravenswood until 
he shut the doors. Anyway, he is 
ready to set up shop in the Old 
St. Joseph School building on the 
1000 block of N. Orleans. Bravo. 
Stuart, you’ve been missed.

PUBLICAN QUALITY: Af-
ter eight years making extraor-
dinary quality bread at Publican, 
not available to the public, baker 
Greg Wade has now opened a 
bakery in West Town on Grand 
Ave. for all in Chicago. Thank 
God for great bread.

WEDDING BELLS: Laura 
Clark was a popular favorite host-
ess at Ralph Lauren Bar & Grill 
10 years ago. Now she is recently 
wed to her new husband Brian 
Wasserman. Grant Miller, Em-
ily M. Clark and Jen Miller in 
Akron, OH joined in the joyous 
day. She says she’s absolutely 
on cloud 9, and feeling beyond 
blessed to have so much love and 
support from everyone.

OPERA NEWS: Friends of 
the Lyric Opera celebrating the 
arrival of Lyric Opera’s new 
Maestro Enrique Mazzola and 

his lovely wife. Looking forward 
to a fabulous season.

SHHH, DON’T TELL: What 
noted North Side theater is out-
wardly demanding vaccine proof 
to enter but not bothering to check 
at the door? Somebody please tell 
the Lyric Opera about this trick 
before they lose more subscrib-
ers.

“BE GOOD OR BE GONE:” 
Seamus McGuire, famed Irish 
fiddler, visiting NYC and side 
tripping to the famous McSor-
ley’s Ale House whose historic 
motto is a legend.

FAMILY BUSINESS: Last 
week Frank Calabrese Jr. told 
the crowd at Sulzer Library that 
his book “Family Secrets: How 
A Mobster’s Son And The FBI 
Brought Down Chicago’s Mur-
derous Crime Family” - and his 
own family’s story - are now in 
the hands of Ben Affleck. Frank 
says that working for Hollywood 
is harder than working for the 
Chicago Outfit.

THE SUMMER SOLSTICE: 
Stan Hollenbeck says he was 
happy to have attended his wor-
thy adversary, Cook County Clerk 
Karen Yarborough’s Summer 
Solstice event along with his wife, 
Art Helps Heal President/CEO 
Anne Hollenbeck, and saw many 
familiar faces including Hollen-
beck Strategies very own Don 
Guernsey, of Onyx Electronics. 
It was truly the hottest event of 
the summer.

WHO’S WHERE: Lovely Jo-
lanta Ruege lunching at Ralph 
Lauren Bar & Grill on the patio 
celebrating her Saint’s Day… 
Karen Zupko having both an 
Aperol Spritzer and a beautiful 

summer’s day in Lake Forest… 
Birthday lad Jay  Barksdale 
celebrating with Honorary Old 
Town Mayor, guru Shelley How-
ard… Cousin Tiernan Dons-
bach turning 18 and traveling 
with mom and pop, visiting the 
place where Lego was invented, 
Billund Denmark… Christo-
pher Clinton Conway boxing 
up a festive storm in Dublin’s 
most historic neighborhood at the 
Pepper Canister Church, my old 
‘hood, and always with the right 
specs doing breakfast at the RDS 
(Dublin’s WAC)… Jane and Joe 
Yount continue on their sibling 
visiting in Beaufort, SC, and Sa-
vannah, GA… Architect Lucian 
Lagrange at the Old Post Office 
for Economic Club’s night tour-
ing, and getting ready for summer 
trip to France… Desiree Glapion 
Rogers living life one amazing 
Paris night after another… Janet 
Owen hosting a small luncheon at 
the Arts Club for Anne and Bill 
Hamm, in town for the Colo-
nial Warriors weekend, with Jim 
Kinney and Brian White and her 
husband, Rodger Owen… Artist 
Adam Handler in Taipei, Taiwan 
at the Chiang Kai-She Memo-
rial, getting in some sights dur-
ing his breakthrough Asian Art 
exhibition… Trudy Hunter with 
Michael Ensweiler at Firecakes 
Donuts in River North… Newly 
graduated from Northwestern 
U., Beatrix Cress, no one more 
proud than Grandma Jane Jus-
tic… Reute Butler at famed Sun 
Ranch where grandapa, old F.O. 
Butler, bred army remounts near 
Hot Springs, ND, where the first 
Butler Polo Ponies came from… 
Holly Wortell in Kaanapali, Ha-
waii, finally a honeymoon… The 
South Side Barrett Boys from 
Beverly at Wrigley… Bethany 
Florek at Hyatt Regency for Mag-
nificent Mile Gala in costume as 
a flapper… Richard Sanderson 
and Greg Pollack at Diamond-
backs game at Chase Field in 
Phoenix with friends Melanie 
Smith and Lisa Pagel… Adam 
Umbach on view in Greenwich, 
CT, at Cavalier Galleries…. Lynn 
and Michael Ciuchta in Milan 
viewing Leonardo DaVinci’s 
Last Supper… A Choate reunion 
with the Cubs for the Walling-
ford, CT, alum Sarah Q. Crane 
and John E. Smyth at Wrigley… 

impossible from p. 2
Whitney Reynolds carried off 
two Telly Awards for her show, 
recently, one Gold, The People’s 
Choice, the other Bronze, for 
National Programming… Cary 
Frank and Wendy Eager dining 
at Le Sud, Roscoe Village’s fab 
French Bistro with Maestro Stan-
ley Paul… Rhonda J Liesenfelt 
at the Alfonso XIIIth Hotel in 
Seville, Spain… Dr. Rose Gomez 
and Evelyne in Gordes, South of 
France… Anne Kavanagh kick-
ing off summer in the South Ca-
ribbean for cooler weather. Hang-
ing out with Ozzie, the Soto’s and 
friends… Chicago former Circuit 
Court judge and attorney, Holy 
Name Cathedral Deacon Daniel 
Welter, is retiring as archdioc-
esan chancellor after a job well 

A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.
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done… Thad Wong in San Tro-
pez in the South of France.

ZBAR: Sherry Lea Fox 
with Nancy Newman, Laura 
Schwartz and Jean Coatar An-
toniou at the amazing grand 
opening for Zbar. Congratula-
tions Greg Hyder at the Penin-
sula Hotel.

HQ MOVE: Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Assoc. has announced 
that they are relocating their East 
Loop Headquarters site down 
the street to the AON Center off  
Millennium Park.

The tree of liberty must be 
refreshed from time to time 
with the blood of patriots 
and tyrants. It is it’s natural  
manure. - Thomas Jefferson

tog515@gmail.com

Stan Hollenbeck, Anne Hollenbeck, Don Guernsey and Cook County 
Clerk Karen Yarborough.

Lorenzo Collier, Daniela Garfias, Desmond Goto, Charlie Reyna-Demes, 
Elena Thomas, Alexx Torres, and Arman Zarei, Oscar Zarei,  Olivia Shaw, 
and Leo Singer. Frank Calabrese Jr.

Cary Frank and Wendy Eager  with Maestro Stanley Paul. Joe and Barb Mallon and family as son, Kevin Mallon. Sarah Q. Crane and John M. Smyth.

Greg Wade
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The World’s Most Advanced 
Medical Alert System
Voice-Activated! No Wi-Fi Needed!

$20 OFF Mobile Companion

O�er code: CARE20

CALL NOW 
1-855-521-5138

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE

2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC
5450 N. DAMEN  (at Rascher)         

BEST KEPT SECRET
SUPER CAR WASH 

declined to answer specific ques-
tions about the camera program, 
how it is monitored or the dis-
trict’s apparent unwillingness to 
share footage with other city of-
ficials.

“As part of its comprehen-
sive safety efforts, surveillance 
cameras are monitored to detect 
and address activity that might 
compromise park safety,” CPD 
Communications Director Mi-
chele Lemons wrote in an email 
response to BGA questions.

“I wish someone told us”
In all of 2021, one crime — a 

simple battery — was reported 
as having occurred on Oz Park’s 
grounds, police records show.

But the neighborhood furor 
over security began after a June 
1, 2021 shooting nearby. Follow-
ing a well-publicized incident in 
which a 17-year-old boy fired into 
a group of teens standing on the 

2000 block of N. Burling St., doz-
ens of neighbors expressed safety 
concerns.

The shooting occurred just 
steps away from Oz, in the park-
ing lot of Lincoln Park High 
School. Another 17-year-old boy 
was wounded in the arm. The 
shooter was arrested a block away 
and charged with aggravated un-
lawful use of a weapon and two 
additional felony charges, records 
show.

Following the shooting, doz-
ens of neighbors initiated “safety 
walks’’ and called on city officials 
and police to increase foot patrols 
around the park’s 21 acres. 

“It scared a lot of the adults,” 
said Shannon Waterfield, a fre-
quent visitor of Oz Park whose 
two children attended Lincoln 
Park High School. “They think 
twice about going there now.”

Ald. Smith said she began ask-
ing the CPD about the operations 
of the camera overlooking the Oz 
Park playground shortly after the 
incident. The two cameras were 
installed in 2019 after neigh-
bors hosted a fundraiser, records 
show.

Smith said despite several failed 
attempts by phone and email to 
reach the Park District’s security 
office, she never got any of the 
camera surveillance footage.

“Having a park district camera 
was not worthwhile at Oz Park,” 
Smith said. “It was not easily ac-
cessible to look at events as they 
were occurring or even after-
wards.”

Smith told the BGA the camera 
isn’t regularly monitored by Park 
District staff, nor is it of high 
enough resolution to be looped 
into the Office of Emergency 
Management’s [OEMC] cloud of 
security footage.

She and advisory council mem-
bers told the BGA that 18th Dis-
trict police officials informed 

them the camera system isn’t of 
sufficient quality to do any real 
surveillance. Smith said she is 
considering using discretionary 
funds from the city to purchase 
and install an OEMC camera that 
can be looped into the city’s cloud 
of surveillance footage.

Oz Park advisory council 
president Judy Johanson, who ini-
tially championed the campaign 
to bring security cameras to Oz 
park, says she feels the commu-
nity was duped.

Johanson says she was advised 
by the Park District’s camera ven-
dor to purchase two Honeywell 
Ball Cameras. She said she didn’t 
ask any further questions because 
they were the CPD’s recommend-
ed vendor.

In hindsight, she said she would 
not have purchased them.

“I wish someone told us,” she 
said.

Fewer cameras  
in higher crime parks

Five miles away in the city’s 
Near West neighborhood, Ald. 
Byron Sigcho-Lopez [25th], said 
he faced a similar lack of com-
munication from the Park District 
about cameras in Fosco Park.

“There is an extreme lack of 
coordination from the CPD on se-
curity measures,” Sigcho-Lopez 
told the BGA.

Lopez said getting the CPD’s 
attention on improving safety 
measures at parks like Fosco 
Park is a slow process that puts 
park-goers at risk.

Ahead of summer program-

complaints from p. 5 ming, Sigcho-Lopez said he made 
attempts to coordinate security 
protocols with the Park District’s 
security team. But emails be-
tween 25th ward staff and CPD 
security show his attempts were 
unsuccessful because his requests 
were ignored.

The complaints from the coun-
cil members came in the wake 
of a BGA investigation into how 
Park District cameras are primar-
ily deployed in parks with more 
financial resources and less of a 
crime problem.

Public records and interviews 
exposed disparities in where the 
cameras are installed. Through 
interviews, the BGA found CPD 
officials repeatedly cited a lack 
of money to deny residents’ re-
quests to install cameras in Black 
and brown neighborhoods with 
higher levels of reported crimes 
in 2021.

By comparison, the CPD has 
installed nearly 90 cameras in 16 
parks since 2013, most located 
in more affluent white neighbor-
hoods with far fewer reported 
crimes in 2021, including three 
parks with no crimes reported 
last year at all, like Fosco Park. 
Oz Park reported only one simple 
battery in 2021.

Advisory council members at 
least three other parks echoed the 
same concerns about the effec-
tiveness of the CPD Cameras, and 
say camera surveillance remains 
essential as safety precaution.

“I’m a bit skeptical of how ef-
fective they are,” said Bill Dona-
hue, advisory council president at 
Clark Park in the North Center 
neighborhood. “That being said, I 
think that every park should have 
cameras, especially in high-crime 
neighborhoods.”

And in 2015, when Wicker 
Park advisory council members 
installed a total of 11 indoor and 
outdoor cameras after several in-
stances of vandalism, former Ald. 
Joe Moreno [1st], told neighbors 
that the purchase would “enable 
the officers of the 14th District to 
more easily and effectively police 
the park.”

In 2021 Chicago police re-
ported 1,411 crimes on park 
properties. A third of those 
crimes — ranging from 
petty theft to aggravated 
assault — happened in 
the city’s five largest parks 
where tens of thousands of 
tourists gather each year: 
Millennium Park and Grant 
Park, and the miles-long 
beach parks that sprawl 
along Lake Michigan’s shore 
and include the Lincoln Park 
zoo.

Crimes reported at neigh-
borhood and community 
parks accounted for less than 
2% of all crimes throughout 
the city in 2020, according to 
the most recent Chicago Po-
lice analysis of annual crime 
data. The BGA found 74% of 
all city parks reported fewer 
than five crimes last year.

More than 360 neighbor-
hood parks reported no 
crime at all in 2021.

Crime in the parks

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
COLONIAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE, A DIVISION OF COLO-
NIAL SAVINGS, F.A.
Plaintiff,
-v.-
VERONICA H CASTNER, VERONICA CASTNER AS THE 
NEXT FRIEND OF H.C., A MINOR, VERONICA CASTNER 
AS NEXT FRIEND OF M.H., A MINOR, CAVALRY PORTFO-
LIO SERVICES, LLC, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES 
OF JEFFREY D CASTNER, IF ANY, 1400 STATE PARKWAY 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, MORTGAGE ELEC-
TRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC AS NONINEE 
FOR CAPITAL ONE HOME LOANS, LLC, GERALD NOR-
DGREN, SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF JEFFREY D 
CASTNER, DECEASED
Defendants
2019CH01302
1400 NORTH STATE PARKWAY, UNIT 6E
CHICAGO, IL 60610
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on 
April 25, 2022, an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
will at 10:30 AM on July 26, 2022, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set 
forth below, the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 1400 NORTH STATE PARKWAY, UNIT 
6E, CHICAGO, IL 60610
Property Index No. 17-04-211-035-1069 AND 17-04-211-
035-1124
The real estate is improved with a condo within hi-rise with 
attached 3 car garage..
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion.  No third party checks will be accepted. The balance, 
including the Judicial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated on 
residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or 
fraction thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to 
exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within 
twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee 
acquiring the residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid 
at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other 
lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in and 
to the residential real estate arose prior to the sale. The sub-
ject property is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said real estate 
and is offered for sale without any representation as to qual-
ity or quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in 
“AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will 
receive a Certificate of Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff 
makes no representation as to the condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are admonished to check the court file to 
verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)
(4). If this property is a condominium unit which is part of a 
common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU 
HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a government 
agency (driver’s license, passport, etc.) in order to gain en-
try into our building and the foreclosure sale room in Cook 
County and the same identification for sales held at other 
county venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation con-
ducts foreclosure sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC Plaintiff’s At-
torneys, One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200, Chicago, IL, 
60602. Tel No. (312) 346-9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-
4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.
com for a 7 day status report of pending sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC
One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200
Chicago IL, 60602
312-346-9088
E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com
Attorney File No. 20-03473IL_608049
Attorney ARDC No. 61256
Attorney Code. 61256
Case Number: 2019CH01302
TJSC#: 42-1609
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 
you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a 
debt collector attempting to collect a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that purpose.
Case # 2019CH01302
I3197496
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS  TRUST-
EE OF THE FW SERIES I TRUST;
Plaintiff,
vs. 
MOHSEN JALILVAND; ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REV-
ENUE; ANDREW ESTIGOY; ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
LABOR; GOLD COAST GALLERIA CONDOMINIUM ASSO-
CIATION; FARNAZ JALILVAND; RICHARD HUNGATE, AS 
SOLE MEMBER OF HUNGATE REAL ESTATE VENTURES, 
LLC; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS;
Defendants,
21 CH 3697
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above entitled 
cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corporation will on Tuesday, 
July 19, 2022 at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West 
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder for cash, as set forth below, the 
following described mortgaged real estate:
Commonly known as 111 West Maple Street Unit 1712, Chi-
cago, IL 60610.
P.I.N. 17-04-422-039-1205.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with a condominium 
residence. The purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee 
shall pay the assessments and the legal fees required by sub-
divisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium 
Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, by certified 
funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The property will NOT be 
open for inspection
For information call Ms. Mary E. Spitz at Plaintiff’s Attor-
ney, Sottile & Barile, LLC, 7530 Lucerne Drive, Middleburg 
Heights, OH 44130. (440) 572-1512. ILF2106017
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3196253

151515 ------------------------------------------------------

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale

North Township Real Estate For Sale

Minutes from advisory council 
meetings going back seven years 
reveal how Park District officials 
have avoided answering questions 
about camera footage and how to 
obtain it.

“The communication between 
the CPD Security and the City 
Police to pull footage and share 
it needed a lot of work,” wrote 
Doug Wood, Wicker Park adviso-
ry council treasurer, in an email 
to the BGA.

In 2020, Wood says he was 
attacked by two people attempt-
ing to rob him of his cell phone 
and wallet. He says the incident 
was within view of several park 
cameras, but when he brought 
the issue to CPD security to file 
a police report, no surveillance 
footage was pulled.

Wood said complaints have led 
to improved communication with 
CPD officials, but there’s still 
room for improvement.

Ald. Michele Smith told 
the BGA the camera 

isn’t regularly monitored 
by Park District staff, 

nor is it of high enough 
resolution to be looped 

into the  
Office of Emergency  

Management’s [OEMC] 
cloud of security footage.
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Service Directory/Classifieds To place an ad, call 773.465.9700 
E-mail: insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com 
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

CLASSIFIEDS
Auctions

State of Illinois Surplus Property Online Auction - 
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment, 
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much 
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Cars For Sale
1981 Olds Regal 98, V-8 diesel engine, 90K miles, 
$1981. Call 773-818-0808

Commercial Space for Rent
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to 
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year 
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven 
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Dogs, Pets, Livestock
Use ItchNoMore™ shampoo on dogs & cats to stop 
shedding, treat hot spots, & eliminate doggy odor. 
At Tractor Supply™ (www.fleabeacon.com)

Education
Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical 
Office Professional at CTI! Get trained & certified 
to work in months! 888-572-6790. The Mission, 
Program Information and Tuition is located at 
CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-information. (M-F 
8-6 ET)

Health & Fitness
Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 
1-855-526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos Español

Home Improvements
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free 
in-home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save 
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old 
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

Janitorial
Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON 
AREAS CLEANING• OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING • POWER WASHING - SNOW 
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Services
NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the Illinois State Bar Association Illinois 
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855 
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Miscellaneous
Aloe Care Health medical alert system. Most 
advanced medical alert product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! Special offer 
w/code CARE20 for $20 off Mobile Companion. 
1-855-341-5862

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! 
Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-855-364-3948

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available.  Call: 855-
761-1725

Become a published author. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels. 
Stream news, live events, sports & on demand titles. 
No contract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190 channels! Blazing 
fast internet, $19.99/mo. (where available) Switch & 
get a  $100 Visa gift card. Free voice remote. Free 
HD DVR. Free streaming on all devices. 1-866-979-
4029

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936

Hero takes stress out of managing medications. 
Hero sorts & dispenses meds, sends alerts at dose 
times & handles prescription refill & delivery for you. 
Starting at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 90-day 
risk-free trial!  1-855-993-3217

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 866-
409-0308

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter 
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. 
Free Installation.  Call 866-499-0141

Long distance moving: Call for a free quote from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving! Speak to a relocation 
specialist 888-721-2194

Looking for assisted living, memory care, or inde-
pendent living? A Place for Mom simplifies the pro-
cess of finding senior living at no cost to your family. 
Call 1-844-428-0445 today!

Never pay for covered home repairs again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty covers all major systems 
& appliances. 30-day risk free. $200.00 off + 2 free 
months! 1-866-395-2490

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Paying top cash for men’s sportwatches! Rolex, 
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 833-603-
3236

Miscellaneous, cont.
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call before the next 
power outage: 1-855-948-6176

Protect your home from pests safely and affordably. 
Pest, rodent, termite and mosquito control. Call for a 
quote or inspection today 844-394-9278

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/unmatched clarity. 
TV Ears Original - originally $129.95 - now w/this 
special offer  only $59.95 w/code MCB59! 1-888-
805-0840

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower 
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

Stop worrying! SilverBills eliminates the stress & 
hassle of bill pmts. Household bills guaranteed to 
be paid on time as long as appropriate funds are 
available. No computer  necessary. Free trial/cus-
tom quote 1-855-703-0555

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage 
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request 
free no obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

Vivint. Smart security. Professionally installed. 
One connected system for total peace of mind. 
Free professional installation! Four free months of 
monitoring! Call  to customize your system. 1-833-
841-0737

Recycling
Interested in helping the environment, those less 
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990, 
offers recycling service as well as:  Used plastic 
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric. 
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210  Email: 
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Wanted To Buy
Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
CO 80201

TOOL LIQUIDATION

• Welder Generator

• Drain Rodder

• Ridgid Threading Machine

• Tank Torch Set

• Cutting Torch Tank Set     

• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED • CHEAP

773-818-0808

847-749-8227
847-291-9091

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

DADRASS
PAINTING

• FREE ESTIMATES •

KITCHEN & BATH  
REMODELING

DADRASSPAINTING@YAHOO.COM

PAINTING

GENERAC GENERATORS

LITERATURE

donnies 
yellowballbooks.com

Funny  
murder mysteries  

set in a large  
Chicago law firm

If you like trash,  

you’ll like these books!

MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM

Roofing, Exteriors  
& Garages

43 Years - 30,000+  
Satisfied Customers
• Roofing • Brickwork 

Garages
Financing Available

Licensed,  
Bonded & Insured 

IL Roofing Lic.#104.013526
773-384-6300

secondcityconstruction.com

ROOFING

Wanted To Buy
Cash Paid for Pinball, Video 
and Arcade Games and  
Related Parts. Working or Not.  
Will Pick-Up! 847-677-2886
joemagiera@ameritech.net

East Bank Storage located at  
730 West Lake Street, Chicago, IL, 312-876-2000, 

is opening lockers:
3217A- Carlsen Love, Brittany (Isiah International)

8201SM- Hodges Ronan, Kamala
7780T- London, Dana M

for public sale.
This sale is to be held on Tuesday, July 26, 2022, 

at 2:00PM.  
Cash payments only.

Notice of Public Sale

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale

News tips?
Call 773-465-9700 

Confidentiality guaranteed

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., AS TRUSTEE, ON 
BEHALF OF THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF 
ASSET BACKED SECURITIES CORPORATION 
HOME EQUITY LOAN TRUST, SERIES 2005-HE3
Plaintiff,
-v.-
UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW AND LEGATEES 
OF ELAINE MOULTON, PARK TOWER CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION, GARNET BLUE, ALVIN 
BLUE, JR., DAMON RITENHOUSE, AS SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF ELAINE MOULTON, 
DECEASED, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2021 CH 00672
5415 N. SHERIDAN RD, UNIT 5009
CHICAGO, IL 60640
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on April 12, 2022, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on July 
14, 2022, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, One 
South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, IL, 
60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder, as 
set forth below, the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 5415 N. SHERIDAN RD, 
UNIT 5009, CHICAGO, IL 60640
Property Index No. 14-08-203-017-1653
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $173,668.61.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be 
accepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale 
fee for the Abandoned Residential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential 
real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, 
is due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall 
be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential 
real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or 
by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in 
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the 
sale. The subject property is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 

Case # 2021 CH 00672
I3196635

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUST-
EE FOR STRUCTURED ASSET INVESTMENT 
LOAN TRUST MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-7
Plaintiff,
-v.-
DIANE GOTTLIEB, IMPERIAL TOWERS CON-
DOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, CITY OF 
CHICAGO
Defendants
2021 CH 04293
4250 N Marine Dr #425
CHICAGO, IL 60613
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on April 12, 2022, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on July 
13, 2022, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, One 
South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, IL, 
60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder, as 
set forth below, the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 4250 N Marine Dr #425, CHI-
CAGO, IL 60613
Property Index No. 14-16-301-041-1540
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $101,517.06.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judicial 
Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee 
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality 
Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential real 
estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction 
thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to 
exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be 
paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real 
estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by 
any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in 
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the 
sale. The subject property is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
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IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confir-
mation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact JOHNSON, BLUMBERG 
& ASSOCIATES, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 230 W. 
Monroe Street, Suite #1125, Chicago, IL, 60606 
(312) 541-9710. Please refer to file number IL 20 
8281.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
JOHNSON, BLUMBERG & ASSOCIATES, LLC
230 W. Monroe Street, Suite #1125
Chicago IL, 60606
312-541-9710
E-Mail: ilpleadings@johnsonblumberg.com
Attorney File No. IL 20 8281
Attorney Code. 40342
Case Number: 2021 CH 00672
TJSC#: 42-1917
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.

title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact Alexander Potestivo, 
POTESTIVO & ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's At-
torneys, 223 WEST JACKSON BLVD, STE 610, 
Chicago, IL, 60606 (312) 263-0003. Please refer to 
file number 313052.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
POTESTIVO & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
223 WEST JACKSON BLVD, STE 610
Chicago IL, 60606
312-263-0003
E-Mail: ilpleadings@potestivolaw.com
Attorney File No. 313052
Attorney Code. 43932
Case Number: 2021 CH 04293
TJSC#: 42-1983
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2021 CH 04293
I3196373
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N E W S  S T A R

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
CITIBANK, N.A. 
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JAMES P. SHEEHY, JR. AKA JAMES P. SHEEHY, 
1247 W. NORTH SHORE, LLC
Defendants
12 CH 42649 
1247 W. NORTH SHORE AVENUE 
CHICAGO, IL 60626 
NOTICE OF SALE
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause on May 4, 2022, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on August 9, 2022, at The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chi-
cago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
      Commonly known as 1247 W. NORTH SHORE 
AVENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60626      
 Property Index No. 11-32-313-005-0000
The real estate is improved with a single family 
residence.
The judgment amount was $702,755.93.
       Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted.  The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated 
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the 
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or oth-
er lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residential real estate arose 
prior to the sale. The subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, special assessments, 
or special taxes levied against said real estate and 
is offered for sale without any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the court.
      Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
      The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
      If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 

legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
      IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
      For information, contact HEAVNER, BEYERS 
& MIHLAR, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 111 East 
Main Street, DECATUR, IL, 62523 (217) 422-1719. 
Please refer to file number 328123.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
HEAVNER, BEYERS & MIHLAR, LLC
111 East Main Street
DECATUR IL, 62523
217-422-1719
Fax #: 217-422-1754
E-Mail: CookPleadings@hsbattys.com
Attorney File No. 328123
Attorney Code. 40387
Case Number: 12 CH 42649
TJSC#: 42-1722
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 12 CH 42649
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Hours: Daily 8am-5pm
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Lincolnwood
847.675.1573

www.UrhausenGreenhouses.com
URHAUSEN

GREENHOUSES

Itʼs Time to Beautify
Your Outdoor Spaces!

“Urhausen Greenhouses is one of the best finds  
for Chicagoland gardeners.” - Tom S., customer review

Since 1922 gardeners and plant lovers have been treating themselves  
by visiting our peaceful 2-acre greenhouse. Blooming hanging baskets,  
annuals, perennials, herbs and vegetable plants grown onsite.  
Choose a basket already in bloom or mix & match from more than  
150 perennials and a dazzling array of annuals in all colors and varieties. 
Come visit us!
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100% locally owned and operated, the Urhausen family has been growing plants for a living since 1922

Brown said tossed a fanny pack 
that contained a handgun with an 
extended ammunition magazine, 
got away.

The video, released by CPD on 
June 22, shows the man running 
north on the lakefront trail and 
tossing an object over a fence.

Anyone with information about 
the suspect can call Area Three 
detectives at 312-744-8261 re-
garding case #JF-289151.

Brown said three juveniles, a 
15-year-old boy and a boy and 
girl who are both 16, were ar-
rested during street fights in the 
nearby Old Town neighborhood 
as beachgoers made their way 
inland after the shooting. Three 
police officers received minor 
injuries during the brawls, which 
were centered near the intersec-
tion of North Ave. and Wells St.

Brown blamed “personal con-
flicts being resolved with gun-
play” for recent high-profile 

shootings like the June 21 one, 
and an earlier shooting near The 
Bean in Millennium Park.

He once again claimed that lax 
prosecution is a missing link as 
Chicago tries to get a handle on 
violence.

“The consequences when we 
make arrests to those offenders 
in our courts by our judges is — 
the officers are doing their job 
— [but] the consequences haven’t 
caught up with the work Chicago 
police officers are doing.”

“The least the courts can do, 
the judges can do, is hold people 
accountable that are in custody 
to the fullest extent of the law,” 
Brown continued. “That’s what 
needs to be different.”

‘Similar to inciting a riot’
Meanwhile, Ald. Smith, the lo-

cal alderman, called on the city to 
install metal detectors or deploy 
metal detecting wands to secure 
North Avenue Beach. And she 
urged prosecutors to bring charg-

es against beach party promoters 
under anti-rioting laws.

“Police are seeking support 
from the State’s Attorney to pur-
sue charges against the person 
who initiated the social media 
post that drew the people to the 
beach,” Smith wrote in an email 
to constituents on Wednesday 
night.

While penalties for inviting 
people to lawfully assemble may 
seem like a stretch, Smith said 
inviting people to the beach “is 
similar to inciting a riot, and can 
be prohibited … as inciting ‘im-
minent lawless action.’”

Under the heading “Our De-
mands,” Smith’s email also in-
cluded a checklist of changes that 
she wants to see:
•  A tightened perimeter around 

North Avenue Beach
•  Private security to supplement 

Chicago police at entrances to 
the beach

• Metal detectors or metal detect-
ing wands at all entrances

crack down from p. 1

The space vacated by the Disney 
Store has been filed by a 11,400-
square-foot lease to candy store 
chain It’Sugar. And the fact that 
H&M doesn’t plan to leave the 
Mag Mile altogether – as Gap and 
Macy’s did during the pandemic 
– is a consolation.

There’s still demand to own 
property on the strip, as evi-
denced by last month’s Silvestri 
Investments purchase of the flag-
ship Neiman Marcus store for $94 
million, a deal that retail broker 
Greg Kirsch of Cushman and 

H&M from p. 1

hat, a blue suit, carrying a black 
suitcase, and wearing white and 
blue Nike shoes.

“Anybody nearby to take a 
ride?” a police dispatcher asked, 
garnering no response.

Two minutes later, the dispatch-
er again asked for any available 
units near Adams and Wells.

“He’s the same guy that robbed 
Citibank,” she reminded officers. 
Again, no CPD units were avail-
able.

Five minutes later: “And, once 
again, we’re still looking for a 
unit in the area of 222 west on 
Adams,” the dispatcher said. She 
described the man again. “Robbed 
Citibank and standing in front of 
Walgreens.”

There were no takers.
Finally, at 10:16 a.m., the dis-

patcher assigned the call to a 
squad car.

And, at 10:44 a.m., the respond-
ing officer radioed a “flash” mes-

sage and noted that the Citibank 
worker last saw the bank robber 
an hour earlier — you know, when 
they called 911 about him.

Just six minutes after the flash 
message, Chicago police received 
a silent hold-up alarm from Amal-
gamated Bank, 30 N. LaSalle. 
That’s about four blocks from the 
Citibank.

According to the FBI, these pic-
tures show the man who robbed 
Amalgamated Bank one hour af-
ter the Citibank employee report-
ed that a bank robber wearing a 
blue baseball hat with a blue suit 
and blue and white Nike shoes 
was outside their branch carrying 
a black suitcase. The man strong-
ly resembles the man who robbed 
the Citibank on June 8.

On June 21, the FBI announced 
that they’re offering a $1,000 re-
ward for information that leads 
directly to the man’s arrest and 
conviction. Tips can be shared 
with the FBI’s Chicago Field Of-
fice at 312-421-6700.

robber from p. 1

substantial portion of their life’s 
savings.

Earlier this year, U.S. District 
Chief Judge Charles Kocoras had 
appointed Bahraini-based attor-
ney Karim Mahmoud to serve 
as a federal special master. As 
special master, Mahmoud has 
investigatory powers which has 
enabled him to sort through the 
many claims made by New York-
based developers Jeffrey Lay-
tin and Jason Ding. The pair had 
failed in their attempt to build a 
42-story tower after Ald. Brendan 
Reilly [42nd] had refused to sup-
port their effort. 

Construction of the tower would 
have resulted in the demolition of 
a group of three historic buildings 
which are now part of the Near 
North Side Multiple Property 
Landmark District. This district 
covers an area in River North and 
Streeterville bounded by Chicago 
Ave., Fairbanks Ct., Grand Ave., 
and LaSalle Dr.

The buildings within the dis-

trict were built in the 19th century 
as fashionable homes for some of 
Chicago’s most affluent families. 
The buildings are a time capsule 
of architectural styles popular in 
the 19th century, including Itali-
anate, Romanesque Revival, Sec-
ond [French] Empire, and Queen 
Anne. Nearly half of these were 
built in the first decade after the 
Chicago Fire of 1871.

For more than a year, Laytin 
and Ding have told federal judg-
es they would be returning their 
investors’ money, but they never 
did. 

They had claimed they had 
secured funding through a loan 
from Bahrain, but that loan was 
just a mirage, and Litowitz’s cli-
ents are still awaiting the return 
of their money to this day. 

Mahmoud uncovered not sim-
ply messy paperwork but rather 
an elaborate fraud, adds Litowitz.

“The special master has said 
that the supposed loan from the 
Middle East to pay off the Chi-
nese investors was made up, fake, 
and that the lawyers were giving 

forged documents to the court,” 
Litowitz said.

The website of the supposed 
Bahraini lender, Awalco Invest-
ment Awalco Investment Compa-
ny WLL, seems to have last been 
updated in 2016 and has a 2018 
copyright. 

According to Litowitz, the ac-
tions of Laytin and Ding were not 
simply bad money management 
but outright fraud. He wants the 
developers and their attorneys to 
face consequences for their ac-
tions.

“My goal is to see the defen-
dants in jail and their lawyers 
sanctioned and disbarred, if pos-
sible,” said Litowitz 

Although he is now based in 
Bahrain, Mahmoud spent years 
practicing law with a multination-
al firm in New York. He is cur-
rently a partner with Dubai-based 
Hadef and Partners.

This newspaper has made nu-
merous attempts to contact Lay-
tin and Ding. So far, they have not 
responded to any questions.

never-built from p. 1 Wakefield said showed the market 
where stability lies as landlords 
face disparate debt situations with 
their buildings.

That’s been cited as an obstacle 
to implementing a cohesive strat-
egy on the Mag Mile by a panel 
of experts convened by the Urban 
Land Institute. They’ve suggest-
ed that boutique-type stores and 
brands unique to Chicago could 
become tenants beside small-
scale luxury stores between the 
Drake Hotel and 875 N. Michigan 
Ave., formerly the John Hancock 
Center, which is across the street 
from Acadia’s H&M building.

•  Maintenance of the promised 
manpower at the beach as long 
as necessary

• A designated rideshare area for 
pickup with better organization 
of people leaving the park
We asked Smith’s chief of staff 

how police could reasonably op-
erate checkpoints to secure the 
beach when thousands of people 
run, bike, and walk through the 
area every day around the clock. 

He did not reply.
Ald. Smith’s attitude toward 

the large groups has taken a sharp 
and sudden turn. During a com-
munity meeting that followed a 
“large group” incident at North 
Avenue Beach in May, Smith 
told audience members that the 
crowds that flooded Old Town 
streets after cops closed the beach 
were simply kids having fun. The 
audience booed her.




