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lakeshore drive

I may not have gone  
where I intended to go,  
but I think I have ended up  
where I intended to be. 

— Douglas Adams

By CWBChicago.com

Nearly one year into Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel’s promise to in-
crease the Chicago Police Dept. 
[CPD] force by 1,000 cops, the 
city had gained just 37 officers, 
according to data secured by this 
newspaper via a Freedom Of In-
formation Act [FOIA] request. 

Perhaps more stunning is that 
since his promise was made, 17 of 
the city’s 22 police districts have 
lost manpower, not gained it.

Back in Sept. of 2016 Mayor 
Emanuel promised that the city 
would replace every cop who re-
tires and will further increase the 
department’s manpower by 1,000 
cops overall before the end of 
2018.

But the city’s own data--com-
paring manpower on the day of 
Mayor Emanuel’s promise with the 
day of our request for information 
(July 21)--shows the city is falling 
far short. Graduating classes have 
been barely big enough to keep up 
with retirements and hundreds of 
promotions, the numbers show.

Since Mayor Emanuel made his 
promise, Chicagoans have been 

Nearly a year after mayor 
promised 1,000 more cops, 

Chicago gains 37
Most districts  
have lost officers

bombarded with a seemingly end-
less river of footage showing the 
mayor at CPD graduation ceremo-
nies, and jogging with legions of 
new recruits. But, as of July 21, all 
of the hype had resulted in the ad-
dition of just 37 officers.

Another promise, to increase 
the number of detectives by 266 
is faring better, with the depart-
ment’s three detective divisions 
increasing by a total of 174 inves-
tigators since last September.

Police units that saw the great-
est increases in strength were the 
Area North and Area Central de-
tective units; the recruit training 
division; and the Area Central Bu-
reau of Patrol.

The Alternate Response Sec-
tion—officers who take police 
reports over the phone—lost the 
most officers of all ongoing units, 
dropping by 39.

cops see p. 16

The Chicago Dept. of Transpor-
tation started work on the rehabil-
itation project for the  pedestrian 
underpass at Division under Lake 
Shore Dr. Sept. 5. Apart from con-
crete  repairs, the tunnel will also 
receive electrical upgrades. 

The project will include  con-
crete  repairs to both the west 
stair entrance landing and center 
entrance; six concrete  expansion 
repairs within the tunnel, followed 

by patch and replacement of the 
concrete ceiling.

Curb/gutter and sidewalk re-
placements will also be under-
taken along with sandblasting and 
painting  of walls, ceiling, stair-
ways and railings.

After the concrete dries the City 
will power wash walls and ceil-
ings, reseal floors followed by 
cleaning and re-lamping of the ex-
isting 16 metal light fixtures with 

City workers show Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd] the work that is to be undertaken on the Division underpass.

Work on Division St. underpass underway

new conduits.
As a public  safety matter, the 

project was delayed until after the 
Labor Day weekend in order to 
preserve a critical passageway 
from the lakefront  to the arterial 
streets during large-scale events, 
such as the recent Air and Water 
Show. Work is expected  to last 
through the month of September.

In Sept. of 2016 Mayor Rahm Emanuel promised that the city would replace 
every police officer who retires, and further, would increase the department’s 
manpower by 1,000 officers overall before the end of 2018.

The Chicago Park District 
[CPD] has begun renovation of 
their 105-year-old field house at 
Holstein Park, 2200 N. Oakley. 
The construction is estimated to 
last nine months, but will bring 
many long-need improvements.

These include completely re-
building new men’s and women’s 
locker rooms. Adding two new 
multi-purpose rooms on the first 
floor, and a new family restroom 
that opens onto the pool area; a 
new roof, skylights, gutters, and 
downspouts; cleared underground 
sewer and water lines to prevent 
flooding; new handicapped-acces-
sible ramps to the pool area, plus 
emergency gates, and an enclosed 
trash area.

According to the CPD the proj-
ect is going to be expensive, and 
messy and much of the first floor 
will not be useable, but they’re 
going to do everything they can 
to keep the field house open. The 
Holstein Park Field House is but 
one of 20 aging CPD facilities to 
get a share of $26 million in im-
provements as part of a new “Save 
Chicago’s Treasures” city initia-
tive.

The CPD received grant money 
from the Illinois Dept. of Natural 
Resources and added it to their 

Holstein Park renovations underway
River Park and Lincoln Park 
Cultural getting fixes too

own capital funds to be used to up-
grade the field house and grounds. 
The state funding had been frozen 
since 2015, but was available after 
being released by the state of Il-
linois.

The other North Side Park field 
houses also getting upgrades in-
clude River Park field house, at 
5100 N. Francisco Ave., and the 
Lincoln Park Cultural Center, 
2045 N. Lincoln Park West.

At Holstein the roof work will 
be staggered to permit use of the 
second floor gyms, and kids pro-
grams will be accessible on the 
second floor through the main lob-
by. The ground floor construction 
will be extensive, and the heavy 
cranes needed for the roof repair 
will likely be brought in over the 
playing fields.

Central to the renovation is the 
complete demolition of the cur-
rent men’s and women’s locker 

rooms. New locker facilities, toi-
lets, showers, sinks, plumbing, 
and fixtures will be installed in a 
new configuration that allows new 
space for activity rooms.

During construction, the lock-
er room areas will be sealed off 
from the existing lobby to control 
dust and noise. There will also be 
a short period when the area is 
sealed off to remove old asbestos 
materials.

Work on the roof repair and 
ground floor renovation will pro-
ceed simultaneously, with the 
roof slated for completion in mid-
December and the field house re-
opening set for May 2018.

Those who may have ideas for 
how to use the new activity rooms, 
or want to participate in the Hol-
stein Park’s renovation, contact 
the Friends of Holstein Park at 

holstein see p. 16

Graduating classes have 
been barely big enough 

to keep up with  
retirements and  

hundreds of promotions, 
the numbers show.

Holstein Park, 2200 N. Oakley. 
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WE’RE PROUD TO BRING IT HOME. As a company made in this area, for this area, Wintrust and its family of true 
community banks is dedicated to the unique neighborhoods each serves. For 25 years, we’ve been banks that invest in, 
give back to, and get to really know our communities and the people living in them. When you bank with a Wintrust 
Community Bank, you can be confident your money is going back into the things that matter most to you.

MasterCard is a registered trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. Chicago Cubs and Chicago White Sox trademarks and copyrights 
proprietary to Chicago Cubs and Chicago White Sox. Used with permission. 1. The bank does not charge its customers a monthly card usage fee. 
No transaction charge at any ATM in the Allpoint, MoneyPass, or Sum surcharge-free networks. Other banks outside the network may impose ATM 
surcharges at their machines. Surcharge fees assessed by owners of other ATMs outside the network will be reimbursed. Reimbursement does 
not include the 1.10% International Service fee for certain foreign transactions conducted outside the continental United States. 2. Limit one per 
customer. Employees of Wintrust Financial Corp. and its subsidiaries are ineligible. $100 deposit bonus is IRS 1099-INT reportable. $100 deposit 
bonus applies only to new Cubs or White Sox Checking customers. $100 deposit bonus will be deposited into your Cubs or White Sox Checking 
account by 12/1/17. 3. New money is defined as money not currently held at any Wintrust Community Bank. Personal accounts only. Fees may 
reduce earnings. A maintenance fee of $10.00 will be imposed every quarter if the daily balance on any day of the quarter falls below $200.00. 
Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 6/28/17. The APY of 1.00% will be guaranteed for 12 months from the date account is opened on 
all balances. After 12 months, the rates are variable and subject to change at bank’s discretion. Transaction limitations may apply. Offer expires 
9/30/17. 4. New money is defined as money not currently held at any Wintrust Community Bank. Personal accounts only. Annual Percentage Yield 
(APY) is accurate as of 6/28/17. Initial deposit of $1,000 required. APY assumes funds remain on deposit. Substantial penalty for 
early withdrawal. Offer expires 9/30/17.

PAY      ATM FEES WITH

CUBS CHECKING
Use any ATM nationwide and we’ll refund the fee!1

Only $100 required to open.

G
ET

 

directly deposited into your new account when you open a new Cubs Checking Account 
by 9/30/17, enroll in e-statements, and we receive a direct deposit by 10/31/17.2

That’s a lot of hot dogs. You can always go back for seconds though, knowing there 

are zero ATM fees with your Cubs Checking Account. A Cubs card with no ATM 

fees? That makes it easy to sit back and relish a classic baseball snack at the Friendly 

Confines. Show your Cubbie pride with your card, and you’re sure to make friends 

in the concession line. That’s good, because with 17,000 other Chicago-style hot 

dog fans, you’ll be there for a while. 

SUPPORT CHICAGO’S SOUTHSIDE TEAM?
OPEN A WHITE SOX CHECKING ACCOUNT!

HOT DOGS SOLD EACH GAME 
AT WRIGLEY FIELD

CHICAGO’S NEIGHBORHOOD BANKS

Gladstone Park • Logan Square • Loop • Mayfair
Mont Clare • Norridge • Near West • North Center • Old Town • Pilsen
Ravenswood • River North • Rogers Park • Roscoe Village • Streeterville

312-291-2900 | www.wintrustbank.com

BRING IT HOME SAVINGS3

$200 minimum to open. Guaranteed for 12 months. New money only.

1.00 %
APY

18 MONTH CD SPECIAL4

$1,000 minimum to open. New money only.

1.50 %
APY

Ignoring “The Backbone”
Incredibly, most of the units that lost 

significant manpower since the mayor’s 
promise are local districts. Often called the 
“backbone of policing,” Chicago’s 22 po-
lice districts are the front line—handling 
day-to-day patrols and responding to 911 
calls.

In the violence-ripped Englewood Dis-
trict, there are 55 fewer officers than when 
the mayor promised to add 1,000 officers 
citywide. And the 10th (Ogden) District lost 
38 officers; the 4th (South Chicago) lost 27 
and the 2nd (Wentworth) is off by 26.

The 18th District, which protects the 
heart of Chicago’s tourism district between 
the Chicago River, Lake Michigan, and Ful-
lerton lost 21 police officers. The 19th Dis-
trict, spanning from Fullerton to Lawrence 
and the river to the lake, lost 15.

Fewer cops translate directly to slower 
emergency response times and greater fre-
quency of so-called “RAP” events. RAPS, 
or “Radio Assignment Pending” status, 
means that a district does not have any po-
lice officers available to handle incoming 
emergency 911 calls service.

But if you’re frustrated with the fact that 

your local police district is losing officers 
while politicians keep talking about how 
many “new cops” there are, don’t bring it 
up.

Across the city, police commanders, 
nearly all working with fewer officers than 
a year ago, have been instructed to shut up 
about their manpower needs.

At a recent 14th District Community Po-
licing meeting, officers were forbidden to 
speak about district manpower numbers. 
Instead, they bounced the question to an 
alderman who was in attendance.The 14th 
District serves Logan Square, Avondale, 
Bucktown and Wicker Park.

Our reporter’s FOIA letter sought total 
manpower by unit on or about Sept. 21, 
2016, and on July 21, 2017, for comparison. 
Our request, filed on July 21, was answered 
on Sept. 1, two days after CPD says it swore 
in 182 new cops.

cops from p. 1

Across the city, police commanders, nearly all working with fewer officers than a year ago, have 
been instructed to not disclose their manpower shortages to the public.

friendsofholsteinpark@gmail.com.
Besides Holstein Park field house, other 

locations city-wide getting fixes within the 
“Save Chicago’s Treasures” program in-
clude: Archer Park, Austin Town Hall Park, 
Columbus Park, Douglas Park, Dvorak 

holstein from p. 1 Park, Eckhart Park, Fosco Park, Hamilton 
Park, Harrison Park, Hostein Park, La Fol-
lette Park, Lincoln Cultural Park, Mann 
Natatorium, McKinley Park, Palmer Park, 
Ridge Park, River Park, Robichaux Park, 
South Side Cultural Center, and West Pull-
man Park.

The 18th District, which  
protects the heart of  

Chicago’s tourism district  
between the Chicago River, 

Lake Michigan, and Fullerton 
lost 21 police officers.

An iconic public art piece, the Ginny 
Sykes’ Rora mosaic, has been fully restored 
and was reinstalled last week at Erie Terrace 
located at Erie St. and the Chicago River. 

The tile glass mural was commissioned 
in 1998, as part of the construction of Erie 
Terrace, through the City of Chicago’s 
Percent for Art Program. Rora’s consists 
of three mosaic segments - two horizontal 
elements on the upper level reflect eco-
logical and natural elements of the Chicago 
River. These flank the stairway leading to 
the lower level, where the circular center-
piece depicts an abstraction of industry and 
the City, with high-rises, bridges and other 
urban elements. The design also reflects the 
dual nature of the site.

In collaboration with the Chicago Dept. 

of Transportation, Department of Cultural 
Affairs, Wolff Clements and Associates, 
and Chicago Public Art Group, Rora at Erie 
Terrace received an Honor Award from the 
Illinois Chapter of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects in 1999.

Shortly after the project was completed, 
the abutment started cracking, which created 
breaks in the mosaic and caused the tesserae 
to fall out. Repeated repairs were made, but 
the cracks continued to reopen. The mosaic 
was removed in 2011.

Rora has been repaired and mounted to a 
stable background. The mosaic now hangs 
like a painting secured to a wall and the 
City says it will no longer suffer any dam-
age as the infrastructure continues to settle 
and shift.

Mosaic restored and reinstalled  
this week at Erie Terrace

Ginny Sykes’ Rora mosaic before (left) and after (right) restoration.       Photo courtesy of RNRA


