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by River North 
Resident’s Assoc.

In late August, a meeting was 
held to brief local community and 
business organizations on the sta-
tus of the temporary casino facil-
ity being constructed in the his-
toric Medinah Temple building 
on Wabash, between Ontario and 
Ohio in River North. 

City officials representing the 
Mayor’s office, the 42nd and 2nd 
Wards, the departments of Plan-
ning and Development, Transpor-
tation, Chicago Police, and the 
Office of Emergency Manage-
ment and C ommunication were 
present, along with several rep-
resentatives of Bally’s Corp, the 
casino operator. 

Representatives from River 
North Residents Assoc. [RNRA], 
Streeterville Organization of Ac-
tive Residents, Magnificent Mile 
Assoc.,  Greater River North 

Community group advocates  
for improved safety at Bally’s temporary casino

Business Assoc.,  and Neighbors 
of River West were also in atten-
dance.

During the meeting, many is-

If life had a second edition,  
how I would correct the proofs.

—  John Clare

Sardar holding flags in Lake Shore Park. 
Photo courtesy of Lake Shore Park Advisory Council

For the anniversary of 9/11 the 
Lake Shore Park Advisory Coun-
cil put up 15 flags around the 
inside of the track at Lake Shore 
Park in honor of those who died 
for our country. 

The 15 flags honor all those 
who died on Sept. 11, 2001, the 13 
soldiers killed in the Afghanistan 
withdrawal, and our police and 
fire responders who died in the 
line of duty. 

This year they specifically 
honored police officer Andrés 
Vásquez Lasso killed in Chicago 
in 2023 and firefighters Jermaine 
Pelt and Jan Tchoryk died in the 
line of duty 2023. As a part of 
their 9/11 Patriots Day remem-
brance the volunteers asked those 
who passed by to observe a mo-
ment of silence in honor of the 

9/11, police, firemen,  
soldiers honored by flags  

at Lake Shore Park
individuals who lost their lives 
as a result of the terrorist attacks 
against the United States that oc-
curred on 9/11, and for First Re-
sponders.

The man holding the flags is 
Sardar who told us, “I am from 
Uzbekistan. In our nation, it is 
the duty of the youth to help the 
elderly. It’s been 11 months since 
I came to the United States and 
I’m glad to be here. I am glad 
to meet you.” He and his family 
were visiting from Ohio where 
they had immigrated to. The fam-
ily saw that the volunteers were 
installing the flags and he, proud 
of the English he had learned, of-
fered to help. He was very proud 
to hold the American flag after 
assembled.

After seeing the results of an 
impromptu community survey 
over a proposed pot shop in Old 
Town, Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd] 
has decided against supporting a 
request to change zoning for the 
site.

“While popular opinion is not 
the only factor I consider when 
evaluating zoning change re-
quests, the clear survey result 
combined with the numerous 
comments received by my office 
made it apparent that I must deny 
this zoning change request,” an-
nounce Hopkins in his commu-

Ald. Hopkins rejects zoning 
 for proposed Old Town pot shop

nity newsletter.  
The property at 1542-44 N. 

Wells  was brought forward by 
developer GLP Old Town, LLC, 
which had requested a change 
from the existing B3-5 zoning 
district to a C1-5 zoning district, 
in order to build a residential 
building with ground-floor retail. 
That space would allow the appli-
cant to also move forward with an 
application for Zoning Board of 
Appeals approval to open a can-
nabis dispensary in the ground-
floor space.

The alderman’s office co-host-

ed a virtual community meeting 
with Old Town Residents and 
Merchants Association on June 
15  for the developer to present 
their proposal publicly and allow 
for neighbors to weigh in. T he 
Associations conducted a subse-
quent community survey that re-
ceived 234 responses… 24.79% 
of respondents indicated they 
were in favor of the proposal, 
69.66% indicated they were op-
posed to the proposal, and 5.98% 
were neutral.

safety see p. 12

After our Sept. 6 story on the 
planned new update to the DePaul 
Univ. athletic facilities on their 
Lincoln Park campus, we specu-
lated over the fate of the school’s 
ties to the Wintrust Arena, and 
whether any future basketball 
games might return to campus.

DePaul’s Courtney Day reached 
out to us this week to assure us 
that DePaul’s intent is to continue 
to utilize the Wintrust Area adja-
cent to McCormick Place. 

“DePaul’s men’s and women’s 
basketball programs have no 
plans to leave Wintrust Arena or 
reduce their commitment to the 
venue,” said Day. “In fact, DePaul 
recently just moved its women’s 
basketball program from its on-
campus, Lincoln Park arena to 
Wintrust Arena. Wintrust Arena 
is a state-of-the-art facility that 

nationally rivals most college 
basketball arenas and is a signifi-
cant competitive advantage for 
our athletics programs.”

Day noted that the facility 
campaign that was announced on 
Aug. 31 encompasses renovations 
to their existing facility, in addi-
tion to the creation of a separate 
practice facility. “Wintrust Arena 
serves as a state-of-the-art facil-
ity for game day and pre-game 
practices; however, its non-De-
Paul event calendar, and the lo-
gistics of daily transportation to 
Wintrust Arena are not feasible 
for regular practice when consid-
ering academic commitments on 
the Lincoln Park Campus. Addi-
tionally, all student-athlete sup-
port services are located on the 
Lincoln Park Campus,” said Day.

DePaul says they’re staying put  
in Wintrust Arena
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in Wintrust Arena

BY CWBCHICAGO

After several DePaul Univ. stu-
dents were targeted in a robbery 
spree across the school’s Lincoln 
Park campus, university officials 
issued a statement on Saturday 
acknowledging the “sad reality” 
of criminal activity in Chicago.

“Chicago continues to face on-
going challenges with criminal 
activity across the city. We must 
acknowledge this sad reality and 
respond accordingly,” President 
Robert L. Manuel wrote. His mes-
sage came hours after several of 
the school’s students fell victim to 
a robbery crew that swept through 
campus beginning around 1:15 
a.m. Sept. 9.

Three women, two 20-year-olds 
and a 19-year-old, were walking 
in the 2200 block of N. Sheffield 
when three men emerged from an 
alley. They battered and robbed 
the victims, taking wallets, 
phones, and purses, before escap-
ing in a red SUV. An officer at the 
scene said the suspects were three 
Black men in their mid-20s. One 
had facial hair, and another wore 

an orange winter cap.
At about the same time, two 

19-year-old women were robbed 
in the 900 block of W. Fullerton 
near the Fullerton CTA station.

Yet another woman was robbed 
as she tried to enter her residence, 
a DePaul-affiliated apartment 
complex in the 1200 block of 
W. Fullerton. Officers said a red 
SUV was involved in that rob-
bery, too.

A fourth holdup was reported 
in the 1700 block of N. Clybourn, 
but it’s unclear if that victim has 
any links to DePaul.

One of the DePaul students 
went to Advocate Illinois Mason-
ic Medical Center to treat minor 
injuries.

In the school’s statement, Man-
uel said DePaul’s public safety 
office is on “heightened alert” in 
light of Saturday’s incidents.

“We are grateful for the strong 
relationship we have with the po-
lice and our elected officials,” he 
said. “We will continue to proac-
tively work with them.”

Here is Manuel’s full statement 
as posted on the university’s web-

site:
Earlier this morning, the uni-

versity issued two public safety 
alerts to report that three robber-
ies and a battery had occurred 
on our Lincoln Park Campus 
between 1 and 1:30 a.m. Unfor-
tunately, all three crimes involved 
our students, and Public Safety 
responded immediately to provide 
medical care and support. We are 
deeply upset our students had this 

alarming experience on our cam-
pus, and we wanted to update you 
on the action steps the university 
is taking with the City of Chicago 
and inside our own institution.

As reported in the public safety 
alerts, the incidents happened 
within minutes of each other be-
tween 1 and 1:30 a.m. in three 
separate locations on our Lincoln 
Park Campus: the walkway next 
to the Fullerton El Station, the 
corner of Belden and Sheffield, 
and the corner of Kenmore and 
Fullerton. We believe the same 
offenders were responsible for 

After students robbed  
in weekend crime spree,  

DePaul acknowledges ‘sad reality’  
of Chicago crime

REALITY see p. 12

The 100-year-old copper gut-
ters were taken in the night last 
week, and somebody may have 
gotten $30 or $40 for their mid-
night raid.

The Sheridan Triangle Garden 
[STG], a garden space oasis at 
Grace St. and Inner Lake Shore 
Dr. surrounded by skyscrapers 
and Lincoln Park, was vandal-
ized late one night last week, and 
taken was a small part of Lake 
View history. 

The property sits at the east-
ern point of Grace St., and is still 
owned by the city but for the last 

Historical Lake View structure 
vandalized

couple of decades it has been 
managed by volunteers who filled 
the property with floral beauties. 

The copper gutters were ripped 
off the Triangle’s garden shed, 
commonly referred to as the 
‘shack.’ In the eras before cell 
phones and the Internet, the shack 
was once used by the precursor of 
the CTA – Chicago Rapid Transit 
to house a traffic supervisor. 

What most nearby residents 
probably don’t know is that the 
shack began as a manned switch-
ing station for buses in the 1920s. 
Today it is currently used as a 

ed a virtual community meeting 
with Old Town Residents and 
Merchants Association on June 
15 for the developer to present 
their proposal publicly and allow 
for neighbors to weigh in. The 
Associations conducted a subse-
quent community survey that re-
ceived 234 responses… 24.79% 
of respondents indicated they 
were in favor of the proposal, 
69.66% indicated they were op-
posed to the proposal, and 5.98% 
were neutral.

BY CWBCHICAGO

Chicago police issued a com-
munity alert Sept. 10 to warn 
about a robbery spree that hit the 
downtown area and West Town 
on Sept. 9. But the alert doesn’t 
reveal a couple of important de-
tails: Chicago police officers who 
spotted the robbers’ getaway car 
were quickly ordered to terminate 
their pursuit of the suspects, and 
two of the victims waited up to 
four hours for cops to respond to 
their 911 call.

The alert linked four robberies 
to a pair of men, who first struck 
in the 200 block of W. Erie around 
3:30 a.m. A man called 911 to 
report that he and a friend were 
robbed at gunpoint. But Chicago 
police had no units available in 
the Near North 18th District, and 
that call for help sat in a stack of 
pending “jobs” for four hours and 
three minutes before a dispatcher 
finally assigned it to an officer, 
dispatch records show.

CPD says the same men robbed 
another man in the 2300 block of 

Chicago police warn about armed robbers  
they were ordered to stop chasing;  

some victims waited hours for CPD to show up
W. Walnut at 5:20 a.m. That vic-
tim reported that a newer white 
Nissan pulled up, and the passen-
ger got out to rob him at gunpoint 
while an accomplice stayed in the 
car.

About 20 minutes later, a Whole 
Foods employee was robbed out-
side the 1550 N. Kingsbury loca-
tion, according to a police report. 
That call would have sat without 
a response, too, except a 911 call-
taker classified it as an “active 

WAITING see p. 11

Third man charged  
in Prada store robbery, See page 9

Now that Bally’s Casino has completed its practice sessions, real  
gambling operations are now underway.
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term in the mayor’s office, he 
would go on to serve with distinc-
tion in the Chicago City Council. 
He represented the 6th Ward and 
then the 9th Ward as constituencies 
expanded. Throughout his career 
as a Chicago politico, he enhanced 
the stability of Chicago’s economic 
life with intensity. Recognizing his 
larger-than-life role in the city’s 
fledgling commercial beginnings. 
It would set his course for the fu-
ture. 

Among his most dynamic ac-
complishments were the drafting 
of the City’s Charter and the es-

tablishment of the 
Board of Trade. 
But he kept a keen 
eye on the details 
of everyday life 
from the quality 
of the city’s wa-
ter, to the need 
for bridges, side-
walks and paved 
roads. Often using 
his own financial 
success to expand 
the urban infra-
structure.

His long ca-
reer representing 
railways paid off 
when he became 
President of the 

Union Pacific Railroad. That 
bridged the dream of establishing 
a national rail system to the future. 
Mapping it through Chicago, coast 
to coast. 

His career was strengthened by 
his political muscle and enhanced 
by his clarity of vision. His long 
service as a trustee of the Chi-
cago Land Company 
was responsible for the 
purchase of land at the 
North bend of the Chi-
cago River. The chan-
nel was called by many 
“Ogden’s Canal.” The 
land island around 
which it flows is known, 
still, as Goose Island.

Some years ago while 
in New York, I traveled 
out to Woodlawn Cem-
etery, in the Bronx. A 
massive burial ground 
of American heroes. There I spent 
more than an hour with cemetery 
personnel searching for Chicago’s 
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“I was born close to a saw 
mill, was early left an orphan,  
christened in a millpond, gradu-
ated at a log school house, and 
at 14 fancied I could do any thing  
I turned my hand to, and that  
nothing was impossible…”

—William B. Ogden

Chicago has been rich in the 
characters and personalities who 
have held public office. Candi-
dates could be short as a barstool. 
Or long as a Sunday sermon. They 
could be as hilarious as a naughty 
ditty. Or as solemn as a decade of 
the rosary.

But real vote getters always had 
to be larger than life. 

How else could the voter imag-
ine a candidate fit for the public 
position in the office they sought? 
They needed to eclipse the political 
dramas in which they slid. Or rise 
above the embattled terrain into 
which they had fallen. Otherwise 
they’re just whistling in church. 
Upsetting all the angels.

Since 1837 when Chicago vot-
ers elected their first mayor, Wil-
liam Butler Ogden, the public dis-
play of such candidates has always 
stretched the contours of the ballot 
box. 

Mayoral elections here have 
always been an exercise, like set-

ting the table. Discovering what’s 
missing before a guest could eat. 
What staple, condiment or piece 
of cutlery was missing in order to 
necessitate quick replacement, with 
enough time to question what Chi-
cagoans really needed in order to 
survive. 

Discovering a plan of progress 
for living here truly helped, sand-
wiched as it is between the flat dry 
landscape of the Prairie and the 
vast waters of our great inland sea, 
Lake Michigan. 

So from a steak knife to a tea cup 
we’d always need reason and intel-
lect just to fill in 
the space.

Ogden needed 
no roadmap to out-
line the hot spots 
of Chicago’s geog-
raphy and practical 
living with all those 
complicated areas 
around the nation’s 
most primitive city. 
What this city most 
needed fixing up 
or repaired in those 
early days. 

Chicago was 
a brand new city 
with a unique re-
lationship, defined 
by law, for interac-
tion with the State of Illinois. Politi-
cal questions became the solutions 
to what things we must ask for.

With a star relationship defined 
by statute, Chicago could request 
assistance from the state in of-
fering a safe and harmonious ap-
proach with everything from plank 
sidewalks to swing bridges. Or the 
need for man-made canals, and the 
establishment of a national rail sys-
tem all centered here.

You had to think with the times.	
	

Ogden was a New Yorker by 
birth and sentiment. He was a 
young man when his father’s early 
death catapulted him into a life of 
real estate and rail commerce. His 
re-location from rural New York to 
Chicago was initially to more eas-
ily protect family property here. 
And to advance the commercial vi-
ability of creating a transcontinen-
tal rail system.

Though Ogden served just one 
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first Mayor’s grave. When we did 
find it, it turned out to be a massive 
above ground tomb of elegance and 
perfect location. I thought of the 
transforming intelligence Mayor 
Ogden displayed while living and 
working living in Chicago. A build-
er. A booster. So 
I placed a Chi-
cago flag I’d 
carried with me 
from Chicago 
City Hall upon 
his tomb. And 
sang a familiar 
Chicago tune. 
Sometimes it’s 
good to be first.

M E A  
CULPA: 1959 
is an image far 
off in our rear 
view mirror 
now, but ringing 
loudly in my ears as Sox fans take 
us to task. 

Apologies to all White Sox fans 
for our error thinking the pen-
nant game that year was played 
in Bridgeport at Comiskey Park, 
instead of in Cleveland Municipal 
Stadium. We were actually trying to 
trick Mr. Reinsdorf. Thought he’d 
let the team stay put for old times 
sake if he thought the Sox won that 
pennant game in Chicago.

And yes, we realize that Min-
nie Miñoso played for Cleveland 
in 1959, not Chicago. He had been 
traded and thus never played in the 
1959 World Series.

So we regret our error. Or maybe 
back then, Grandma O’Connor 
just spiked our Kool-Aid.

GET IN LINE: On Sept. 6, 
Ald. Bill Conway [34th] 
hosted a community 
meeting at the Merit 
School of Music to share 
details and answer ques-
tions about the City’s 
plan to rent the Parthe-
non Guest House at 310 
S. Halsted St. in Greek-
town for migrant hous-
ing. He has not been shy 
about showing his frus-
tration with the short 
notice and lack of detail 
given on this plan by 

the ‘experts’ in the Mayor’s office. 
The ‘Pay-No-Mind’ complaint line 
forms out the Mayor’s office, to the 

left, down the stairs, and five blocks 
down Lasalle St. Winning friends 
is not high on their agenda. The an-
swer to Conway? ‘Go get in line.’ 
And no cutting in line, Bill, a dozen  
Chicago neighborhoods are already 
ahead of you. The Mayor’s office 

said that new 
arrivals will 
move in begin-
ning Sept. 15.

Meanwhile, 
backup units 
rushed to The 
Near West 12th 
District police 
station on Sept. 
5 after migrants 
“revolted” when 
officers tried to 
arrest another 
migrant for as-
sault, according 
to an officer 

who was at the scene. Seems mi-
grants living in the 12th District 
station do not get along with a 
group of migrants who set up camp 
in a nearby lot. We’re in the best of 
hands.

BRIGHT WINDS: Bill 
Pinkney measured distance in 
leagues, in the lingo of those who 
sail the salted waves. The sea will 
always reshape your living, if you 
let it in. It will alter the proportions 
of your earthly life if you will. Cap-
tain Pinkney knew the call of the 
seas and proved its literary reality 
every time he crossed a finish line 
with the true history of his people 
filling his sails. He also knew the 
amazing friendship and comfort 
of a singular woman of grace, Ina 
Pinkney who equally filled his 
spinnaker. To all who grieve for 
this man of the sea, know the com-
fort that he died at the helm.

MISSING MAIL: Is your build-
ing missing mail? Might want to 
see what’s in Kalea Blanke’s pos-
session. Prosecutors just charged 
her with swiping mail all over the 

first see p. 8

By Thomas J. O’Gorman
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R E S T A U R A N T

By Matt Medina

Chicago Math and Science Academy 
[CMSA] in Rogers Park continues to im-
press, recently being ranked the #1 Charter 
school in Illinois. Also making its mark 
ranking an impressive Top #5 in nonselec-
tive high schools and #14 throughout all 
high schools in the city. 

The rankings were released by the U.S. 
News and World Report, a well known me-
dia company. U.S. News is famous for its 
yearly school rankings across the United 
States, which involve the monitoring and 
comparison of factors like enrollment and 
test scores. CMSA has now made the pres-
tigious rankings list 8 years in a row. 

CMSA is a middle and high school 
that makes its home at 7212 N. Clark St., 
serving roughly 600 students. The school, 
which was founded in 2004, is a charter 
Chicago public institution. A school known 
for having a keen focus on Sciences, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Math [STEM]. 
As well as being an institution that is home 
to a notably large minority enrollment rate 
of 92%.

CMSAs principal, Angela Huls, released 
the news with a statement celebrating the 
accomplishments of the school. “The fact 
that we remain on this prestigious list of 
schools when other schools are still strug-

CMSA continues to shine,  
ranking #1 Charter school in the state

gling post-pandemic is a testament to our 
teachers, our staff, and our families who 
work hard to make sure that our students 
succeed year after year,” said Huls.

Charter schools are still publicly funded 
through taxpayer dollars, and are a part of 
the Chicago Public Schools system. How-
ever, Charter schools do have more flexi-
bility in administration decisions, indepen-
dent of normal school district standards. 
CMSA has a notable distinction as a “non-
selective” enrollment school, meaning it 
is open to all students within its district 
boundaries. Only using a lottery system 
for students when its admissions become 
exceeded.

The top three ranked schools in Chicago 
were Jones College Prep, Northside College 
Prep, and Walter Payton College Prep. All 
schools that are typically fighting for the 
top positions year in and year out. As well 
as being “selective” enrollment schools, 
which gives these institutions an edge in 
picking their crop of students vying for ad-
mission each year. CMSA does not share 
this luxury, making their ranking among 
these peers all the more impressive. 

Notable schools on the North Side that 
were closely ranked with CMSA were Lane 
Technical High School, Lincoln Park High 
School, and Von Steuben High School.

The images have become surreal and the 
ridiculous is now the norm in Chicago mi-
grants, including toddlers, sleeping inside 
and outside police stations while waiting 
for space in a homeless shelter.

The mayor and other city officials say 
that clearing the police stations of home-
less migrants is a top priority, but as more 
continue to arrive, the city appears un-
able to keep up. Some of the homeless  
migrants have holed up in police stations 
for months.

The Chicago Dept. of Family and  
Support Services [DFSS] has now put out a 
call for help in managing the migrant refu-
gees arriving in Chicago. They are seeking 
help running their own facilities, as well as 
outside facilities.

They are now seeking applications for 
the operation of emergency shelters for 
homeless new migrant arrivals. DFSS is 

soliciting proposals from agencies who can 
operate shelters at specific City-owned, 
City-leased, or licensed facilities that are 
currently being operated as shelters. 

For most of this year the city has been 
desperately seeking places to place the 
homeless migrants, without doing much 
planning or working with communities 
who are targets for turning public spaces 
into pop-up shelters. Sites like police  
stations, libraries, schools, airports and 
parks have been converted into makeshift 
shelters, and plans to house asylum-seekers 
in vacant schools have generated fervent 
local backlash in communities across the 
city.

City officials have struggled to cope 
with the large numbers of migrants flood-
ing into town, and the police precincts that 
are now being used as emergency shelters 
are now at capacity.  In a city built out of 
arriving immigrants, it’s odd that a new 
batch would now so befuddle city officials. 
The sight of dozens of migrants sleeping 
on police district floors all across town has 
become ubiquitous and remains wholly 
inappropriate. John Catanzara, president 

City seeking outside contractors  
to manage migrant crush

Must manage housing, food, 
physical, behavioral health  
for homeless at city-owned,  
leased or licensed facilities

of the Fraternal Order of Police, said he’s 
fed up with having Chicago police officers 
“babysit” migrants at districts. “This is not 
what the police are supposed to be doing. 
It is not what police stations were meant 
for.”

Shelter programs will provide a safe,  
accessible place to stay for the migrants, 
hoping to move them into stable housing. 
They are seeking organizations to provide 
a safe shelter environment for the homeless 
that they can operate and staff 24/7.

These shelters must also provide three 
meals a day for each resident, provide  
services for building maintenance and 
safety (e.g., janitorial and snow removal 
services), coordinate support and resettle-
ment services, provide on-site services and 
linkages to support physical and behavior-
al health, provide access to case manage-
ment, and coordinate with the Emergency 
Operations Center for shelter oversight and 
reporting. 

Anticipated funding per award will be 
based on a bed rate of $22-35 per night, 
and the city hopes to link to 15 service  
providers. Respondents may apply to oper-
ate more than one shelter facility.

Applications are due on noon Tuesday, 
Sept, 26. On Monday, DFSS started offer-
ing site visits at all facilities. 

For more information call: 312-744-
4357. 

For those who have not done business 
with the City of Chicago before, registra-
tion in iSupplier is the first step to getting 
a contract.

Scooters have come to menace Chicago 
and other large urban areas. Fed up with 
the bad rules of the road skills of scooter 
users, Paris, France, has voted to ban rental 
e-scooters from its streets. Many in the in-
dustry fear the move in Paris, where free-
floating scooters initially took off in 2018, 
will have ripple effects in other cities.

Here on the North Side, new signs are 
coming to Sheridan Rd. to remind bike and 
scooter users that it is illegal to ride bi-
cycles on the sidewalk. Biking and scooter 
use on sidewalks is a safety hazard for pe-
destrians and cyclists alike.

In Chicago, adults and children who are 
12 years and older are not permitted to ride 
their bicycles on the sidewalk unless it is 
clearly marked as a designated bike route 
or as a means to enter the nearest street or 
a bicycle sharing station. The consequence 
for illegally riding your bike or scooter on 
the sidewalk is a fine ranging from $50 to 
$200.

The city is asking those who witness 
reckless scootering and biking, or any 
other related safety hazards, to report these 
incidents to 311 and your local alderman.

Chicago could learn a lesson from Paris, 
which has been one of the most heavily 
regulated e-scooter markets worldwide. 
Yet, despite limiting scooter top speeds to 
as slow as 10 kilometers per hour (about 6 
miles per hour) and requiring riders to use 
dedicated parking areas or pay fines, Paris 
has become the first city to completely 
reverse its policy on offering contracts to 
shared micromobility companies.

New anti-scooter 
signs coming  
to Sheridan
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Hefty apartment rent hikes  
forecast for 2024

Chicago apartment dwellers 
likely will see hefty rent increases 
in early 2024, according to a new 
national forecast.

For the first time in 20 years, 
Chicago’s apartment rent growth 
over the past three quarters is the 
highest of major rental markets in 
the nation, reports CoStar Ana-
lytics.

Chicago’s annual rent increases 
are up 3.6%—three times higher 
than the national average of 1.2% 
in 2023. This is the highest rent 
growth in the Windy City since 
the average spiked at 7.9% in the 
first quarter of 2022, CoStar An-
alytics said.

Boston, with a 3.4% rent in-
crease this year is second in the 
nation, followed by Philadelphia 
with 2.6% in 2023.

“With only 13,000 new units in 
the under-construction pipeline—
an inventory expansion of only 
2.3%—Chicago rents are likely to 
continue to rise,” the CoStar fore-
cast predicted.

The national average for inven-
tory growth via new construction 
is 5.2%, while the top 20 urban 
rental markets surveyed nation-
wide are expanding at a 6.8% 
clip.

Another Chicagoland rental 
survey by Essex Realty Group, 
polled 22,000 apartment owners 
and found average spring 2023 
rent increases of 3.4% on renew-
als, and a hefty 6.4% hike on new 
leases.

Landlords reported an average 
vacancy rate just above 1%, and 
low turnover. “Owners are fore-
casting a turnover rate of 20% in 
2023, far lower than prior years,” 
the Essex Realty survey noted.

Landlords also are bullish on 
the future of the Chicago rental 
apartment market. “Some 61% 
of owners say they anticipate ac-
quiring more Chicago properties 
over the next three to five years, 
while only 14% said they antici-
pate selling their buildings,” Es-
sex Realty reported.  

“With limited new inventory 
competition, three-star proper-
ties—which dominate Chicago’s 
apartment landscape—can main-
tain their rent growth ascendancy 
established almost a year ago,” 
the CoStar report predicted.

The CoStar multifamily rent 
growth forecast calls for three-
star properties to dominate the 
market at least through the sec-
ond quarter of 2024. In the Co-
Star survey apartments are rated 
on a one-point to five-point scale.       

Although deconversion of ag-
ing and financially squeezed con-
dominium buildings into refur-
bished rental apartments has been 
a hot market over the past few 
years, experts say this trend has 
slowed because developers are 
having trouble obtaining acqui-
sition financing. Mortgage rates 
have doubled over the past year, 
and interest charges on invest-
ment capital are floating between 
10% and 13%.

A major deconversion planned 
for a 467-unit high-rise condo at 
10 E. Ontario in River North has 
been delayed for more than two 
years because the potential East 
Coast investment buyer is having 
trouble financing the purchase. 	
 
Some home-sellers  
bloodied too

Even with the Chicago area 
now leading all large U.S. cities 
in home price growth, Chicago 
home sellers still have a better 
chance of losing money on their 
deals than almost anywhere else, 
according to Crain’s Chicago and 
Redfin.com.

Redfin data covering the three 
months ending July 31 revealed 

that 6.5% of home sales in the 
Chicago area resulted in losses 
for sellers, while the national av-
erage was lower at 3%, Crain’s 
reported.

Chicago ranked third among 
50 major metropolitan areas in 
Redfin’s study for the highest 
proportion of money-losing home 
sales. The cities with more sellers 
losing money were San Francisco 
at 12.3% and Detroit at 6.9%. No-
tably, among the 10 largest U.S. 
metro areas, Chicago was the 
only one where more than 5% of 
sellers experienced losses.

Our condo market appears to 
be the hardest hit, influenced by 
factors such as the slow return-to-
work movement, reduced down-
town attractions like theaters and 
concerns about crime in down-
town neighborhoods.

Examples of recent condo sales 
losses in Chicago include a Wal-
dorf Astoria condo that sold for 
$2.5 million, $600,000 below the 
2010 purchase price, and a condo 
at 600 N. Lake Shore Dr. that sold 
for nearly $1.25 million, resulting 
in an $88,500 loss for the sellers 
who bought it in 2012.

Despite these losses, the major-
ity of sellers still profit when sell-
ing their properties. However, the 
trend of losses in the downtown 
condo market has persisted since 
2020.

The broader challenges facing 
the North Side housing market 
include high property taxes and a 
stagnant or declining population, 
which reduces demand for homes. 
The U.S. Census reported a popu-
lation decline of approximately 
176,000 people in the Chicago 
metro area between 2020 and 
2022.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

773-373-0900

Residential and  
Commercial

HVAC Services  
in Chicagoland

Licensed and Insured
Local, Reliable, Honest

First Time Customers Receive

15% OFF
on any HVAC Installation,  

Repair or Maintenance Job!

aveerhvac.com

3425 W. Peterson Ave. #107
Chicago, IL 60659

773-256-9222
www.flosdental.com

New Patient Special!
• Full Arch Implants:  
Also known as All on 4 and All on X,  
these are a great solution for edentulism 
and ill-fitting dentures.  
The treatment gained popularity  
for its esthetics, strength and longevity. 
FLOS Dental is offering specials  
Package Deal (includes everything):  
implant surgery, instant provisionals and 
final ceramic (zirconia) prosthesis for only 
$12,990 per arch / $25,000 for dual arches 
($1000 discount). Patients may also  
qualify for further discounts and (currently) 
screening fees are waived.  
We accept CareCredit for payment.

• Mention this ad  • Valid until 9/30/2023

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W. Irving 

4550 W. Addison
4820 W. Lawrence

Automatic Car Wash

$3  
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH

ALLNEW

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what 
matters most from unexpected power outages 
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

The Edgewater Historical Society is hosting their Edgewater 
home tour featuring the interiors of homes in Magnolia Glen noon 
to 4 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 23. 

The tour starts at 1268 W. Early Ave., and tickets cost $25 per per-
son. For tickets visit www.edgewaterhistory.org.

Magnolia Glen is bounded by Thorndale to the north, Ridge Ave. 
to the south, Broadway on the east and Glenwood and Senn High 
School on the west.

Edgewater Home Tour  
 features interiors  

of Magnolia Glen on Sept. 24

Remove and Install  
Transmission for complete  

overhaul on all types of cars

773-478-7120
4319 N. Kedzie Ave.

• Free Estimates • Free Inspection
• Free Road Test  • Free Diagnostic

Hrs: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm, Sat. 8 am-1 pm
www.globaltransmissionspecialists.com

SPECIAL  
OFFER

Waiving All 
Installation 
Costs*

*Add’l terms apply. Offer subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Ends 9/30/23. 

CALL NOW

866.753.9521

YOUR BATHROOM.   
YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE  
DAY

The 24th District Chicago po-
lice are hosting an Affinity Con-
versation at St. Jerome Church, 
1709 W. Lunt, starting at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 4. 

The district invites community 
members to share ideas and con-
cerns on the ongoing new arrivals 
crisis and how the city can better 
collaborate with social service 
partners to help newly arriving 
refugee migrants.

For more information, email 
Officer Roca at christina.roca@

Police hosting  
affinity conversation Oct. 4

chicagopolice.org. 
For those seeking help with the 

English language, the Howard 
and Evanston Community Center 
will be re-launching a couple of 
classes later this month, including 
a virtual “English for Work” class 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays over 
Zoom from 6-8 p.m. Interested 
individuals must register by con-
tacting Moon Parker via phone 
at 312-764-7644 or by email at 
mparker@howardarea.org.

Landlords also are bullish on the future of the Chicago rental apart-
ment market. Some 61% of owners say they anticipate acquiring more  
Chicago properties over the next three to five years, while only 14% said  
they anticipate selling their buildings.
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incidents. We are grateful for the strong 
relationship we have with the police and 
our elected officials. We will continue to 
proactively work with them. 

We know how happy our students are to 
be back on campus for a new school year, 
and we share your excitement. At the same 
time, we must emphasize the importance 
of paying attention to your surroundings 
and using DePaul’s safety resources –  
especially after dark:

• The safety escort service  is available 
on the Lincoln Park Campus from 6 p.m. 
to 6 a.m., seven days a week. If you are 

This is how to live in Chicago!
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Contact us today.
866.560.3497 | admiral.kendal.org

City to the left.  
Lake to the right.

IN-HOUSE DIGITAL & OFFSET PRINTING
SERVICES WE PROVIDE:

business cards • post cards 
letterhead • envelopes 

flyers • brochures • invoices
calendars • booklets 

catalogues • magazines • tickets  
foil printing • signs • banners • posters 

magnets • decals

5640 N. BROADWAY, CHICAGO, IL 60660
Monday-Friday 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
773.334.5200 • FAX: 773.334.5757
info@alliedprintandcopy.com    www.alliedprintandcopy.com

DESIGN •  PRINT •  SIGNS

IN A RUSH? CALL US TODAY!

STOP IN.  WE’RE OPEN  FOR BUSINESS!

First impressions are everything. Leave a lasting impact with FULL COLOR.

The Federal Transit Administration 
[FTA] on Sept. 8 announced $1.973 billion 
in new funding for Red Line Extension 
[RLE] Project. A CTA release says this tax-
payer funding is a “major milestone” that 
will advance the project into the next phase 
of the federal “New Starts” program.

The grant would be the largest transit in-
frastructure grant awarded to CTA in the 
agency’s history. But it is far from enough 
to pay for the entire project, leaving Chica-
go taxpayers wondering where the balance 
of funds will come from.

For comparison, on the North Side, the 
Red Purple Modernization [RPM] project 
costs were at first estimated to be $1.993 
billion to rebuild the 9.6-mile corridor  

Is leftover RPM TIF cash going south? Watch ‘the gap’
CTA’s Red Line extension 
gets $1.973B Federal grant

between the Belmont and Linden stations. 
It has since risen to $2.1 billion.

The new RLE funds will help extend 
the Red Line on the Far South Side from 
95th to 130th. But the $1.973 billion fed-
eral grant for the $3.6 billion project leaves 
about $1.627 billion left for state and local 
taxpayers to find. 

Late last year the City Council Finance 
Committee proposed a new Transit TIF 
financing district to help fund the south 
RLE, that was approved by the commit-
tee in a nearly unanimous vote. The transit 
TIF would raise an estimated $959 mil-
lion to help pay for the $3.6 billion exten-
sion. That still leaves another $668 million  
unaccounted for.

To help fund the RPM, a new Tax Incre-
ment Financing District was created on 
Chicago’s North Side. That TIF zone is 

one-half mile wide (one-quarter mile wide 
on each side of the Red Line tracks) and 
runs from Devon Ave. south to North Ave. 
That RPM TIF (#180) is now expected to 
throw off a great deal of excess cash during 
its 35-year life, far beyond the total needed 
to pay for the North Side work. 

Geographically speaking, TIF #180 is 
the largest TIF district in Chicago, and 
covers some of the most highly assessed 
real estate in the city. In 2020 the TIF #180 
created about $140.3 million in revenue. 
In 2021 it was $190.1 million. TIF #180  
increased its haul by almost $50 million in 
one year.

The RPM TIF has turned into a massive 
cash cow, it is now the highest grossing 
TIF in all of Chicago. Over its 35-year life, 
it should create at least three times more in 
gross revenue than it needs to pay for the 

RPM project. One of the critical features 
of a TIF district is that the city is supposed 
to reinvest funds collected within the TIF 
back into the geographic zone from which 
it came. The concept is that a ‘blighted’ 
area needs intense re-investment to help it 
recover quicker.

Last Friday this newspaper contacted 
the CTA to see if the excess cash from the 
North Side RPM TIF #180 might be ported 
to the South Side to help pay for the re-
maining $668 million for the RLE.

We wrote emails and left a voicemail for 
Felicia Matthews, with CTA Media Rela-
tions, and one person did respond, though 
no new information has yet been offered.

The question North Side property tax 
payers should be interested in, and should 

BY CWBCHICAGO

After several DePaul Univ. students 
were targeted in a robbery spree across the 
school’s Lincoln Park campus, university 
officials issued a statement on Saturday ac-
knowledging the “sad reality” of criminal 
activity in Chicago.

“Chicago continues to face ongoing 
challenges with criminal activity across 
the city. We must acknowledge this sad 
reality and respond accordingly,” Presi-
dent Robert L. Manuel wrote. His message 
came hours after several of the school’s 
students fell victim to a robbery crew that 
swept through campus beginning around 
1:15 a.m. Sept. 9.

Three women, two 20-year-olds and 
a 19-year-old, were walking in the 2200 
block of N. Sheffield when three men 
emerged from an alley. They battered and 
robbed the victims, taking wallets, phones, 
and purses, before escaping in a red SUV. 
An officer at the scene said the suspects 
were three Black men in their mid-20s. 
One had facial hair, and another wore an 
orange winter cap.

At about the same time, two 19-year-old 
women were robbed in the 900 block of W. 
Fullerton near the Fullerton CTA station.

Yet another woman was robbed as she 
tried to enter her residence, a DePaul-affil-
iated apartment complex in the 1200 block 
of W. Fullerton. Officers said a red SUV 
was involved in that robbery, too.

A fourth holdup was reported in the 1700 
block of N. Clybourn, but it’s unclear if that 
victim has any links to DePaul.

One of the DePaul students went to Ad-
vocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center to 
treat minor injuries.

In the school’s statement, Manuel said 
DePaul’s public safety office is on “height-
ened alert” in light of Saturday’s incidents.

“We are grateful for the strong relation-
ship we have with the police and our elect-
ed officials,” he said. “We will continue to 
proactively work with them.”

Here is Manuel’s full statement as posted 
on the university’s website:

Earlier this morning, the university is-
sued two public safety alerts to report that 
three robberies and a battery had occurred 
on our Lincoln Park Campus between 
1 and 1:30 a.m. Unfortunately, all three 
crimes involved our students, and Public 
Safety responded immediately to provide 
medical care and support. We are deeply 
upset our students had this alarming ex-
perience on our campus, and we wanted to 
update you on the action steps the univer-
sity is taking with the City of Chicago and 
inside our own institution.

As reported in the public safety alerts, 
the incidents happened within minutes of 
each other between 1 and 1:30 a.m. in 
three separate locations on our Lincoln 
Park Campus: the walkway next to the Ful-
lerton El Station, the corner of Belden and 
Sheffield, and the corner of Kenmore and 
Fullerton. We believe the same offenders 
were responsible for all three incidents. In 
all three cases on our campus, the offend-
ers approached our students and demand-
ed their belongings. One of the offenders 
also hit a student in the face. Again, uni-

versity staff are working with the students 
involved to make sure they are receiving 
care and support. 

As immediate action steps, DePaul will 
increase its public safety presence on both 
campuses with additional security offi-
cers. We also have filed our concerns with 
the mayor, police commander and elected 
officials. 

Chicago continues to face ongoing 
challenges with criminal activity across 
the city. We must acknowledge this sad 
reality and respond accordingly. Public 
Safety remains on heightened alert and is 
actively working with the Chicago Police 
Department to address these most recent 

After students robbed in weekend crime spree,  
DePaul acknowledges ‘sad reality’ of Chicago crime

reality see p. 10

rpm tif see p. 10
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Police 
Beat

Home invaders  
pistol-whip, rob Lakeview man

A Lakeview man was pistol-
whipped, punched, and robbed by 
two people who forced their way 
into his home on Sept. 4, according 
to Chicago police.

The two offenders apparently fol-
lowed the man from near the Sheri-
dan Red Line station around 2 a.m. 
As they walked, one of the robbers 
pointed a gun at the victim’s head 
and ordered him to go into his home 
with both offenders, a CPD spokes-
person said.

Inside the apartment, the rob-
bers hit the 23-year-old victim in the 
head with a firearm and fists before 
taking his belongings and cash, ac-
cording to CPD. Police brought a 
Chicago Fire Dept. ambulance to the 
scene to treat the victim for minor 
injuries.

According to initial information, 
the two suspects are a Black man 
standing 6’-2” to 6’-4” tall and a 
heavyset Black female who’s about 
5’-6” tall.

Area Three detectives are han-
dling the investigation.

Man tried to carjack driver  
at gunpoint four months after 
getting probation in gun case

Wilobo Abdu caught a big break 
after Chicago police accused him of 
possessing a handgun with an auto-
matic fire switch in Rogers Park two 
years ago. The judge sentenced him 
to first-time weapon offender pro-
bation. If he completed the two-year 
probation successfully, the charge 
would be dis-
missed, and 
he wouldn’t 
have a felony 
conviction on 
his record.

The clean 
slate he could 
have earned is 
now in jeop-
ardy. Prosecu-
tors say he 
tried to carjack a man at gunpoint in 
West Ridge four months after he ac-
cepted the probation deal.

On May 23, 2021, a Chicago police 
surveillance camera operator said 
they saw a man walking with a hand-
gun near Jonquil Terrace and Pauli-
na St. in Rogers Park. In Abdu’s arrest 
report, police called the intersection 
a “high gang and narcotics area.”

The report said patrol officers 
went to the intersection, stopped 
Abdu, 21, and found a 40-caliber 
Glock handgun with an extended 
magazine, laser sight, and automatic 
fire switch.

According to court records, he 
pleaded guilty to aggravated unlaw-
ful use of a weapon on March 2, and 
received first-time weapon offender 
probation from Judge Kenneth Wa-
das. Prosecutors dropped the ma-
chine gun charges in the deal.

Four months later, around 1 a.m. 
on July 11, someone tried to carjack 
a 47-year-old man in the 2300 block 
of W. Devon. The victim reported 
that a man armed with a gun tried to 
open his car door but failed to gain 
control of the vehicle.

Now, prosecutors say the would-
be hijacker was Wilbo Abdu. He’s 
charged with attempted vehicular 
hijacking with a firearm, unlawful 
vehicular invasion, and multiple 
counts of attempted robbery with a 
firearm and unlawful restraint.

Judge Ankur Srivastava ordered 
him to pay a $10,000 bail deposit to 
be released from jail. But Srivastava 
also held him without bail for violat-
ing the terms of his probation, so 

ley admitted to firing several rounds 
at the woman’s car.

Judge Maryam Ahmad held Wesley 
without bail on one count of attempt-
ed murder.

His felony background includes a 
robbery and three burglaries in 2014, 
according to Cook County court re-
cords.

Man charged with trying to rob  
17-year-old at bank ATM  
in downtown Chicago

There’s an old scam that goes like 
this: A fraudster asks a victim to help 
him cash a check at an ATM. They 
give the victim a check for, say, $500, 
which the victim deposits. Then, the 
scam artists ask for just $400 or $450 
back from the victim, telling them 
to keep the rest as their “thanks” for 
helping. Of course, the check eventu-
ally bounces, and the victim is out of 
cash.

Keep that in mind as we tell you 
about a man who is charged with try-
ing to rob a 17-year-old boy at a bank 
ATM in the Loop on Sept. 4.

Chicago po-
lice responded 
to the Bank 
of America at 
33 N. Dear-
born around 
6:40 p.m. in 
response to a 
person calling 
for help in the 
ATM vestibule. 
Before cops ar-

rived, CPD surveillance officers pulled 
up the feed from a nearby camera and 
confirmed that someone was being 
held against their will inside the ATM 
lobby.

When officers got to the bank, they 
found a woman and a 17-year-old boy 
inside the ATM, along with 25-year-
old Eric Elem, a CPD report said. The 
cops motioned for Elem to open the 
door, but he refused, according to the 
report.

But the 17-year-old managed to 
open the door for the officers, who 
entered and asked Elem to “chill,” the 
report continued. They say he didn’t 
chill at all. He tried to run away, wres-
tled with a cop on the ground, and 
ignored the officers’ orders, accord-
ing to the report. The police eventu-
ally tazed Elem and took him into 
custody.

The teenager then explained that 
he was inside the vestibule when Elem 
entered and asked him to deposit a 
check, the police report said. Officials 
said Elem eventually “forced” the boy 
to deposit the check and ordered him 
to withdraw $400.

But the kid’s bank account didn’t 
have $400 in it, and he explained that 
he had no way to pay Elem the $400 
he wanted, according to the police. 
Elem held the boy inside the vestibule 
against his will, ordering him to hand 
over $400 or “I will hurt you,” the re-
port said.

Prosecutors charged Elem with at-
tempted robbery and misdemeanor 
counts of resisting police and ob-
structing identification.

Judge Kelly McCarthy ordered him 
to pay a $4,000 bail deposit to get out 
of jail on electronic monitoring.

Court records show he was convict-
ed of felony unlawful use of a weapon 
and escape from electronic monitor-
ing in 2019.

Businesses robbed  
at closing time in Lincoln Square

Chicago police are investigating 
after three businesses were robbed at 
closing time Sept. 6, all within about 
10 minutes of each other.

In Lincoln Square, a man robbed 
two businesses located about a half-
block apart around 11:24 p.m.

First, a woman was closing Kimberli 
Sushi & Thai Cuisine, 2547 W. Law-
rence, when a robber walked in and 
demanded money from the register, 
according to a CPD media statement. 
The offender, who did not display a 
weapon, fled on foot.

included two mass shootings: four 
shot near the lakefront at Fullerton 
and seven shot in a separate event 
near the same location.

Sweet plea deal  
for 11-time convicted felon  
accused of three  
Chicago restaurant burglaries 

An 11-time convicted felon ac-
cused of burglarizing three Chicago 
restaurants last year cut a deal with 
prosecutors that reduced all three 
burglary charges to criminal dam-
age to property, court records show. 
He’s now a 14-time convicted felon.

As a result 
of the deal, 
Larry Banks, 
50, received 
three concur-
rent two-year 
s e n t e n c e s 
from Judge 
Lauren Edi-
din, and he 
was sent to 

Stateville Correctional Center on 
Aug. 24. According to Illinois Dept. 
of Corrections records, he walked 
out the same day after receiving 
credit for time spent in Cook County 
jail and a 50% sentence reduction 
for good behavior.

The outcome is much more fa-
vorable for Banks than when he was 
convicted of burglarizing a restau-
rant in the 4800 block of N. Broad-
way in 2011. He got 14 years for that 
one.

He got out of prison in May 2018 
after serving half the time. Just 
seven months later, prosecutors 
charged him with burglarizing Little 
India restaurant, 1109 W. Bryn Mawr. 
Police said fingerprints left inside 
the restaurant came back to Banks.

Court records show Banks fought 
the case for nearly three years, 
serving as his own attorney for at 
least some of the time. Prosecutors 
dropped the case on Jan. 6, 2022.

The very next month, prosecutors 
accused him of burglarizing three 
more restaurants in Feb. 2022.

Area Three detectives issued a 
community alert about a series of 
overnight break-ins at Uptown busi-
nesses that began on Feb. 13 last 
year. The burglar broke windows 
with bricks or his feet and stole 
money from the cash registers, of-
ten at Asian restaurants.

During Bank’s bail hearing last 
year, prosecutors said surveillance 
videos showed Banks burglarizing 
three of those restaurants.

Late on February 17, Banks and 
another burglar broke two glass 
doors to enter DaNang Kitchen, 
1019½ W. Argyle, prosecutors said. 
They got away with $50 in coins.

A few hours later, Banks and an-
other person used an object, pos-
sibly a rock, to break the glass door 
at China Cafe, 4818 N. Sheridan, ac-
cording to the initial charges. They 
got away with about $100.

And on Feb. 21, 2022, Banks broke 
the front door of Immm Rice & Be-
yond, 4949 N. Broadway, with a rock 
and forced the register open, taking 
cash, a prosecutor alleged.

The prosecutor last year said sur-
veillance videos showed Banks car-
rying a drawstring bag with a 2020 
census logo during all three break-
ins. He had an identical bag when 
police arrested him, officials said.

Before catching the 14-year sen-
tence in 2011, Banks had been sen-
tenced to two terms of 30 months 
for theft in 2009; 18 months for 
damage to school property in 2009; 
three years for narcotics in 2007; 
two years for narcotics in 2005; 
4-1/2 years for theft from a person in 
2002; four years for burglary in 1999; 
seven years for narcotics in 1996; 28 
months for narcotics in 1995; and 
five years for narcotics in 1992.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

Abdu won’t be able to go home un-
less Judge Wadas decides to reduce 
the no-bail hold.

Court records show prosecutors 
also charged Abdu with a felon gun 
charge in Oct. 2020, but they dropped 
the case 10 days later.

Chicago man who carjacked driver 
while on parole for carjacking  
gets a new 10-year sentence

A four-time convicted felon who 
carjacked a driver in Uptown last year 
while on parole for another carjacking 
case has been sentenced to 10 years.

A l f r e d o 
Gutierrez, 34, 
pleaded guilty 
to aggravated 
vehicular hi-
jacking of a se-
nior citizen in 
exchange for 
the sentence 
from Judge Ur-
sula Walowski. 

That brings his felony conviction total 
to five.

“Gimme! Gimme! Gimme!” Gutier-
rez allegedly barked in Spanish as he 
hijacked the driver outside Dunkin’, 
4559 N. Broadway, in Uptown last Sep-
tember.

The 60-year-old driver handed 
Gutierrez some change from inside 
his 2011 Mitsubishi truck, but Gutier-
rez became angry with the victim’s of-
fering. He ordered the victim to give 
him everything, including his jacket, 
wallet, and keys, as Gutierrez pulled a 
gun from a thermal backpack, prose-
cutors said. The victim complied, then 
ran away when Gutierrez threatened 
to shoot him.

As the victim ran for help, Gutierrez 
crashed the Mitsubishi into another 
vehicle and sped away.

When Chicago cops found the car 
on the Far South Side later that day, 
Guitierrez was behind the wheel, wear-
ing the same clothes as the carjacker, 
prosecutors said. The police said they 
also found a fake gun inside a thermal 
backpack inside the vehicle.

Less than a year before the carjack-
ing, in Nov. 2021, Gutierrez received a 
six-year sentence for a vehicular hijack-
ing he committed three years earlier. 
After receiving the state’s standard 
50% sentence reduction and credit 
for time spent in jail before pleading 
guilty, he didn’t spend a single day in 
prison, according to Illinois Dept. of 
Corrections records.

Similarly, his 10-year sentence for 
the Uptown carjacking will be halved 
for good behavior. He also earned 259 
days of credit while in jail. His parole 
date is set for Sept. 17, 2027.

Man shot at driver after road rage 
incident on Kennedy Expy.

A suburban Chicago man is charged 
with attempted murder after alleg-
edly shooting at a driver during a road 
rage incident on the Kennedy Expy. 
on Sept. 3.

According to an Illinois State Po-
lice investigative report, a 47-year-old 
woman was driving on the outbound 
Kennedy near Division St. when she 
got into a conflict with another driver 
around 1:57 a.m.

The woman said she continued 
driving, then heard about eight gun-
shots and saw a man shooting at her 
from a white sedan that a woman was 
driving, the report said. She exited at 
Belmont and called for help.

State troopers said they found sev-
en bullet holes along the passenger 
side of the woman’s car and another 
bullet hole on the tailgate.

Investigators used license plate 
readers to identify the gunman’s ve-
hicle and located it a short time later 
on the outbound Dan Ryan near 63rd 
St., the ISP report said.

Troopers pulled the car over and 
detained its three occupants—two 
women and 28-year-old William Wes-
ley of Chicago Heights. The police 
report said investigators impounded 
the woman’s car and recovered six 
9-millimeter shell casings. It said Wes-

At about the same time, a man en-
tered The Green Post, 4749 N. Rock-
well, as a 33-year-old male employee 
was shutting down the bar, police 
said.

The robber walked up to the coun-
ter and demanded money from the 
register. He did not display a weapon 
and fled on foot, according to CPD.

Police did not release a description 
of the suspect.

As those robberies were happen-
ing, two armed men entered West 
Town Wine & Spirits, 2501 W. North 
Ave., and demanded money from a 
woman behind the counter, police 
said. They took the cash and fled.

An officer at the scene described 
them as two Black males wearing 
black hoodies. One is about 5’-5” tall, 
and the other is about 5’-11”.

In addition to the business holdups, 
two street robberies were reported 
shortly after midnight.

Two masked, armed men robbed 
a man near the intersection of Jersey 
and Ardmore in North Park around 
12:05 a.m. They fled in a black four-
door vehicle, possibly a Nissan.

About 10 minutes later, two masked 
men pointed guns at a woman and 
took her purse in the 1800 block of W. 
Rice in West Town. They fled in a black 
sedan with tinted windows.

Man stabbed, critically injured 
near Belmont CTA Red Line station

A man is in critical condition after 
another man stabbed him multiple 
times during an argument near the 
Belmont CTA station in Lakeview on 
Sept. 6, Chicago police said. The stab-
bing occurred in an alley directly be-
hind the offices of Ald. Bennett Law-
son [44th].

Police said the 36-year-old victim 
and another man got into an argu-
ment in the 3200 block of N. Sheffield 
around 2:18 a.m., and the offender 
stabbed the victim with a knife.

After being stabbed, the victim fled 
from the alley and collapsed under 
the CTA tracks on Belmont Ave., ac-
cording to witnesses. CPD said he is in 
critical condition at Advocate Illinois 
Masonic Medical Center with stab 
wounds throughout the body.

One witness recognized the victim 
as a homeless man who is frequently 
seen in the area.

Police searched the area for a sus-
pect described as a Black man in his 
20s who stands 6’ to 6’-2” tall. Accord-
ing to an officer at the scene, he was 
wearing a black hoodie and blue jeans 
and was last seen heading north in 
the alley along the CTA tracks. So far, 
no arrests have been announced.

Man shot, critically injured  
in Lincoln Park

A man is in critical condition after 
someone shot him on a Lincoln Park 
street on Sept. 4, Chicago police said.

Officers responding to calls of shots 
fired in the 500 block of W. Wright-
wood around 10:59 p.m. found the 
24-year-old “laying on the street yell-
ing in pain,” according to a CPD media 
statement. He suffered two gunshot 
wounds to his left leg and one to his 
right leg.

Witnesses reported hearing an ar-
gument or yelling between two men 
before the shots were fired just east of 
Clark St., but police offered no motive 
for the shooting.

Officers searched the area for a man 
who ran from the area, described as 
Black, about 6’-4” tall, bald, and shirt-
less, but no arrests have been made.

Ten people have been shot in Lin-
coln Park this year, including five in-
jured during a single incident near the 
zoo on June 17.

The neighborhood had four shoot-
ing victims for all of last year.

At this point in 2021, there were 13 
shooting victims, including eight who 
were shot when someone opened fire 
on a party near Clark St. and LaSalle 
Dr.

Lincoln Park had four shooting 
victims at this point in 2020 and 12 
as of this date in 2019. The latter year 
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CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.

Radiators, Boilers and Heating

A-A SALVAGE

PLUMBING STORE CLOSING

FREE ESTIMATES   NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

7054 N. CLARK ST.  www.robertscycle.com

E-BIKE NAKTO PONY  
REG. $800  NOW $650    

ROBERTS CYCLE

WE SELL A VARIETY OF E-BIKES & SCOOTERS &  
SERVICE THEM TOO. WE DO INTERNET ASSEMBLIES,  

REPAIR FLATS, BRAKES & STRAIGHTEN WHEELS.
BIKE DOESNʼT TURN ON? WE WORK ON ELECTRICAL ISSUES!
OUR TECHNICIAN HAS MORE THAN 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE.

CALL (773) 274-9281 AND CHAT WITH OUR FRIENDLY STAFF. 

3 PEDAL ASSIST MODE  
AND 350 WATTS

See The Dead One Stinks at:
donniesyellowballbooks.com

Death in  
the Disabled Stall!

The richest guy in Chicago  
has been in the disabled stall  

at his lawyer’s office a mite too long.  
Shall we look?

THE DEAD ONE STINKS

by CWBChicago

A Chicago woman is charged 
with breaking into six apartment 
and condo buildings, mainly on 
the North Side, to steal mail using 
forged U.S. Postal Service master 
keys.

Prosecutors also charged Kalea 
Blanke, 33, with identity theft be-
cause she was allegedly carrying 
credit cards in the names of six 
different people when Chicago 
cops arrested her.

According to court records, 
Blanke is charged with burglar-
izing residential mailrooms in the 
4000 block of N. Damen in North 
Center on May 17, 2022; the 4700 
block of N. Racine in Uptown on 
Nov. 12, 2022;  the 600 block of 
W. Drummond in Lincoln Park 
on Jan. 24;  the 4100 block of N. 
Sheridan in Uptown on March 
9; the 2600 block of N. Clybourn 
in Lincoln Park on March 29, and 
in the 800 block of S. Wells in the 
Loop on June 22.

She’s also accused of prying 
a card reader machine from the 
wall of an apartment building 
laundry room in the 700 block of 
W. Bittersweet on April 14.

Chicago cops who arrested her 
in a South Side garage last month 
said they found a postal service 
master key, also known as an 
“arrow key,” lying in plain sight. 
When they searched her, police 
found five wrenches “filed into 
what appears to be various stag-
es of arrow keys,” a CPD report 
said.

Judge William Fahy released 
her on her own recognizance but 

ordered her to stay on electronic 
monitoring.

Mail theft surge
Mail theft by crews using sto-

len postal service master keys 
has become so widespread that 
the U.S. Postal Service 
has advised people not 
to put mail into its blue 
mailboxes after the last 
collection time.

Mail thieves might 
occasionally score a 
valuable package or an 
envelope containing a 
birthday gift card from 
someone’s grandma. But 
experts say the real value comes 
from identity theft and check 
fraud mills, which use informa-
tion from stolen mail to steal peo-
ple’s identities and checks.

Armed men have frequently 
robbed mail carriers of their “ar-
row keys” in Chicago. Some keys 
are stolen from the postal service 
in less violent ways. Some coun-
terfeit keys have also popped up.

Highly organized identity theft 
and fraud organizations use sto-
len postal service master keys, 
called “arrow keys,” to steal large 
volumes of mail from public 
mailboxes and residential build-
ing mailrooms.

In May, a joint operation in-
volving postal inspectors and 
Chicago police netted an arrest 
after investigators allegedly saw 
a man use an arrow key to steal 
mail from one of the postal ser-
vice’s ubiquitous blue mailboxes 
in the West Loop.

And in March, another man 

was charged  with possessing 
two forged postal service master 
keys, also known as “arrow keys,”  
during a traffic stop on the North 
Side. Prosecutors said the man 
also had a trove of financial  
information, including W2 forms 

and checks.
Prosecutors charged 

another man in Feb-
ruary with burglariz-
ing the mailroom of a 
single Lakeview apart-
ment building 14 times 
in nine weeks. Patrick 
Slagel allegedly ad-
mitted to being a “jog-
ger,” the slang term for  

people who collect bulk mail in 
theft scams, and to using postal 
service master keys that were 
either provided by relatives of 
USPS employees or were bought 
or stolen.

Alex Petik, 35, was charged 
this spring with burglarizing a 
mailroom in the 4800 block of 
N. Bell four times. Two days after 
the last break-in, one of the resi-
dents learned that someone was 
trying to open multiple credit card  
accounts in their name.

A backpack he was carrying 
when police arrested him in April 
allegedly contained a Russian 
passport, two fake IDs with his 
photo but other people’s personal 
information, four credit cards 
with different names, five checks 
issued to various businesses and 
individuals, and 14.2 grams of 
suspected crystal methamphet-
amine.

Woman use forged master keys  
to burglarize mailrooms across the North Side

Kalea Blanke

BY CWBCHICAGO

Takeovers of Chicago streets 
by drag racers, stunt drivers, and 
crowds of spectators were all the 
rage in 2022. They’re still hap-
pening, although less fre-
quently and with more arrests 
than in the past.

On Sept. 4, two men were 
jailed after Chicago cops ar-
rested them at a street take-
over downtown. Officials say 
one of them had a gun, and 
the other, who was convicted 
in 2021 of striking and killing 
a 2-year-old in a car crash, is 
charged with possessing a 
stolen motor vehicle.

CPD’s “car caravan and 
drag racing team” went to the 
800 block of S. Jefferson to handle 
a so-called car “sideshow” around 
10 p.m. on Labor Day. Among the 
cars gathered in the area was a 
2014 Chevy Impala with “exten-
sive decorative decals,” an officer 
later wrote in an arrest report.

Because the car didn’t have 
front or back plates—a common 
tactic participants use to avoid 
being identified by police and 
city surveillance systems—the 
cops ordered the driver to stop, 
the report said.

The officers placed spike strips 
in front of the car’s rear tires 
and warned the driver, Marcus  
Douglas, 42, of Crown Point, not 
to try to drive away or his tires 
would be deflated, according to the  
report.

Nonetheless, Douglas did move 
the car forward, and his tires 
went flat. The police arrested 
him for fleeing and eluding. 
While searching Douglas, po-
lice found a loaded handgun, the  

arrest report said. He’s charged 
with aggravated unlawful use of 
a weapon by a person with a pre-
vious gun conviction. Judge Kelly  
McCarthy released him on a $500 
bail deposit.

About two minutes later, just a 
few steps away, officers arrested 
Freddie Jones, 28. Police charged 
him with receiving or possessing 
a stolen motor vehicle, driving on 
a suspended license, and operat-
ing an uninsured motor vehicle, 
according to CPD records.

Jones pleaded guilty in 2021 
to reckless homicide with a mo-
tor vehicle. The charge stemmed 
from a June 2018 car crash in 
Bronzeville that left a 2-year-old 
child dead, according to con-
temporaneous reporting by the  

Sun-Times.
Jones had just passed a written 

exam and was days from taking 
the physical exam to become a 
Chicago police officer when he 
crashed into another car near 49th 

St. and Martin Luther King 
Dr., the newspaper reported.

Officials claimed Jones 
ran a red light at 55 mph and 
slammed into a woman’s car 
as it crossed the intersection, 
sending it into a light pole. 
Skylar Dixon, a 2-year-old 
girl in the woman’s car, died 
three days later. A boy in the 
vehicle remained in critical 
condition for a week. And 
the woman who was driving 
was seriously injured. 

Jones, who was not hurt, 
stayed at the scene and helped 
the woman and children get out 
of their crashed car. Prosecutors 
said at the time that Jones’ license 
had been suspended three times 
for traffic infractions.

In 2021, Jones pleaded guilty 
to reckless homicide with a mo-
tor vehicle in exchange for a  
three-year sentence from Judge 
Neera Walsh, which was satisfied 
by the time he spent on electronic 
monitoring before trial, according 
to court records.

Two arrested for felonies  
at street ‘takeover’ downtown

Mugshots of Marcus Douglas (L) and Freddie 
Jones.

by CWBChicago

Board-up crews were hard at 
work Sunday morning, installing 
plywood over the shattered win-
dows of a Chase Bank branch in 
Andersonville. Around the sides 
of the building and a block-long 
AT&T facility next door are 
strings of graffiti protesting ev-
erything from cops to capitalism 
to Hollywood.

Chicago police first respond-
ed to a call of an explosion at 
the bank, 5134 N. Clark, around 
10:40 p.m. Sept. 9. The “explo-
sion” turned out to be a smoke 
bomb that a group of vandals 
tossed through one of the bank’s 
many broken windows.

Witnesses reported between 
15 and 30 people, all appearing 

to be in their teens or early 20s, 
breaking the windows and paint-
ing the buildings. The group was 
last seen running east from Clark 
St. No arrests were made.

In a community alert issued af-
ter this story was originally pub-
lished, Chicago police said be-
tween 10 and 15 men and women 
between the ages of 18 and 25 
were involved. The group wore 
dark hoodies, dark pants, and ski 
masks, the alert said.

It also stated that the group 
entered both businesses and “de-
faced the doors and walls with the 
use of spray paint.”

Information can be shared with 
Area Three detectives at 312-
744-8263. Refer to crime pattern 
#P23-3-064.

Mob of vandals smash windows, 
tag, smoke bomb North Side  

Chase Bank, AT&T facility

Chicago police responded to a call of an explosion at the Chase Bank, 
5134 N. Clark. The explosion turned out to be smoke bombs tossed into 
the building while it was being attacked by a mob of radical activists.

News tips?
Call 773-465-9700 

Confidentiality guaranteed
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North Side. Chicago cops arrested 
her in a South Side garage last 
month.

IRISH COUNTRY LIFE: 
More than 1,000 students, fans 
and friends recently descended 
upon Glin Castle, in County Lim-
erick, Ireland, for the open house 
tour organized by proprietor Lady  
Katherine Fitzgerald. Her hus-
band, actor Dominick West, was 
by her side at the Fitzgerald ances-
tral home along the banks of the 
River Shannon. Dominick plays 
Prince Charles  in “The Crown.” 
Also on hand was Christie’s Chica-
go boss Steven Zick. He’s an avid 
Irish Georgian Society member, the 
organization founded by the late 
Desmond Guinness to protect Ire-
land’s 18th century country houses 
and treasures. Lady Katherine’s fa-
ther, Desmond Fitzgerald, the late 
22nd, and final, Knight of Glin was 
the Irish Society’s president. He 
was also a great Chicago fan and 
often visited and spoke here. A fre-
quent dinner guest at Ralph Lauren 
Bar & Grill.

ROSH HASHANAH: The eve-
ning of Friday, September 15th 
thru sundown Sunday, September 
17 is Rosh Hashanah, a holy time 
for our Jewish friends, blessing 
and peace on this sacred moment. 
Happy New Year.

ON STAGE: Steppenwolf The-
atre Co. will present Broadway star 
Jeremy Jordan in his Chicago de-
but, performing two shows only on 
Saturday, Jan. 13, 2024 in Steppen-
wolf’s Downstairs Theater, 1650 
N. Halsted St. The award-winning 
actor/musician will showcase a 
wide array of vocal styles across 
all genres of Broadway and pop 
music, with Benjamin Rauhala 
at the piano. Songs and tales from 
his storied career will include se-
lections from Newsies, Smash, The 
Last 5 Years,  Little Shop of Hor-
rors, Waitress, and many more. 

BLUE MOON: Did anyone else 
listen to “Song to the Moon,” from 
Anton Dvorak’s opera “Rusalka?” 
It was perfection.

CONSTANTINOPLE: Attor-

first from p. 2 ney Brendan O’Connor has sent 
word from Istanbul, once known 
as Constantinople, present-day Tur-
key, that he is seeing the culture of 
the Turks up close, having just been 
at the Haggia Sophia. Roaming the 
great mosques and temples of an-
cient history. Brendan has a clas-
sical mind worthy of the sights he 
sees.

AHOY, THERE: Sherrill  
Bodine has been at sea aboard 
the RMS Queen Mary 2, crossing 
the Caribbean from East to West 
through the Panama Canal. I re-
member how beautiful the original 
Queen Mary was. Sherrill’s meals 
looked superb and they looked to 
have plenty of bubbly on hand for 
Southern sailing.

WHO’S WHERE: Caio… Dan 
Kirk crossing the viccola of the 
Eternal City dining a la recommen-
dation of chef Art Smith, joining 
Stephanie Stathos Munger and 
friends at Santa Lucia, a true Ro-
man restorante… Honorary Mayor 
Shelley Howard dining with his 
dearest Selma Wardenaar on her 
sweet day… Architecture smarty 
Blair Kamin doing “Bike the 
Drive”… Eric Rook just back from 
Ireland with his siblings still bask-
ing in the “Guinness glow” on his 
birthday… Eamonn Cummings 
energized by Chuck’s Lakeshore 
Inn in Fontana, WI… Former 
White House powerhouse Samuel 
Skinner and wife, Honey Jacobs 
Skinner, with sons, Samuel Jacobs 
Skinner and William Curran 
Skinner, have been on familiar soil 
in Ireland with nine irons packed… 
Dr. Rose Gomez enjoying the 
snow-packed alpine mountain ter-
rain with guest Sandra Ging in 
Interlaken, Switzerland… Cynthia 
Olson, Brian White, Jim Kin-
ney, Janet and Rodger Owen and  
Peggy Snorf gathered at the Chica-
go Yacht Club to celebrate Paul K’s 
birthday… Galway Arms Dierdre 
Canty back from Ireland with pho-
tos of last week’s Blue Moon taken 
in oceanfront Ballydehob… All are 
mourning the death of gameshow 
host, Bob Barker at 99 years… 
Diana Ross headlined UChicago / 
Ingalls Hospitals 50th anniversary 

gala Sept. 9 at the Tinley Park Con-
vention Center… Legal Eagle and 
prolific novelist Scott Turow is a 
retired partner at Dentons US LLP, 
and splits his time between Naples, 
FL, Evanston, and Salem, WI, pres-
ently working on a new novel…  
Denise Jagiella Adducci at Fen-
way in Boston watching the Red 
Sox play the Dodgers with Frankie, 
Taylor Jagiella and Joe… Eating 
homemade limoncello gelato on the 
Amalfi Coast of Italia, none other 
than The Langham Hotel’s Shaun 
Rajah, Chicago’s most refined ho-
telier… Thad Wong and Emily 
Sachs Wong in Three Oaks, MI… 
Erin Waitz and Stephanie Rubin 
Compton running free in London 
and ready to fly off to Budapest 
and exotic adventure.

AMBASSADOR: Former U.N. 
Ambassador Bill Richardson al-
ways saw America in the focus of 
the long view. When your nation-
building is that broad you are very 
close to what the founders envi-
sioned. You’re close to the truth of 
establishment. Protecting the wide 
display. True in Congress. True in 
the government. True in the Oval 
Office. True in the Governor’s 
Manse. And true on the floor of the 
United Nations. A place not many 
win in. But such achievements al-
ways have the moral comfort of 
righteousness. Richardson was 
an American patriot whose liv-
ing came wrapped in such truth. It 
sealed his love for the nation and 
its people. It will stand the test of 
time.

GARDEN ART SALE: Join 
me, Tom O’Gorman, in our garden 
and studio on Saturday and Sunday, 
Sept. 15 and 16, from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at 1059 N. Winchester St., near 
Damen and Division (corner house 
at Winchester and Thomas). Use 
our driveway. 312-735-8101. Great 
discounts. Large inventory. Go to 
my instagram page to see the full 
collection, thomasogormanart.

No man will make a great lead-
er who wants to do it all himself 
or get all the credit for doing it. 

-- Andrew Carnegie

tog515@gmail.com

FUNERAL HOME AND  
CREMATION OPTIONS

PRE-NEED - AT NEED - CONVENIENTLY LOCATED

3918 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago, IL 60618
773.654.3744

WWW.MIDTOWNFUNERALS.COM  greg@midtownfunerals.com

Gregory J. Lindeman
Founder/OwnerA HOME TO MOURN,  

GATHER & REMEMBER

We feature Miele and ORECK  
and service all makes & models

2646 N. Lincoln Ave., Chicago
773-348-4500

148 N. Oak Park Ave., Oak Park
708-660-9800

2 Locations!

Open 7 Days   All Major Credit Cards Accepted

CityHome
Vacuums & More

MENTION THIS AD  
to receive 10% OFF on your order

www.cityhomevacuum.com

Jeremy Jordan Diana Ross Scott Turow

Shaun Rajah Eric RookLady Katherine Fitzgerald and 
Dominick West.

The Chicago History Museum 
and WTTW will be hosting a 
free in-person presentation 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 21, at the muse-
um, 1601 N. Clark St., for the pre-
view of the Fall 2023 season of 
Chicago Stories, the only weekly 
documentary program dedicated 
to uncovering the history, diver-
sity, and breadth of human expe-
rience that shaped Chicago.

This season of Chicago  
Stories is composed of eight one-
hour documentaries: Angels Too 
Soon: The School Fire of ’58, 
Pullman and the Railroad Rebel-
lion, Jane Addams: Together We 
Rise, The Rise and Fall of the 

Chicago Stories  
Sept. 21 at History Museum

Mail Order Giants, The Race to  
Reverse the River, The Boss and  
the Bulldozer, The Outrage of 
Danny Sotomayor, and Candy 
Capital.

At this event, WTTW’s Geof-
frey Baer will moderate a lively 
conversation that goes behind the 
scenes of producing the series 
with Stacy Robinson, producer 
of The Boss and the Bulldozer;  
Eddie Griffin, producer of The 
Race to Reverse the River and 
Candy Capital; and Dan An-
dries, producer of The Outrage of  
Danny Sotomayor. 

The new season premieres on 
all WTTW on Friday, Sept. 22, 
and each episode will include 
a companion website that goes 
deeper into the story.

While the event is free, reser-
vations are required. Visit https://
interactive.wttw.com/events/.

The 7th Annual Taste of Up-
town will be held 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 27.  The event 
celebrates Uptown’s culinary di-
versity with two distinct trails to 
follow. The event is hosted by the 
Uptown Chamber of Commerce.

Tickets are $35 and can be pur-
chased by visiting https://secure2.
chambermaster.com/eventregis-
tration/register/2152?ccid=2719, 
or call 773-878-1184. The ticket 
includes all tastings on each des-

Taste of Uptown is Sept. 27
ignated route.

This restaurant crawl will fea-
ture small bites and samplings 
from Uptown eateries. Partici-
pants will receive an event pass-
port and stroll from restaurant to 
restaurant along Uptown’s busi-
ness corridors, trying samples at 
various locations.

The Plate route will travel Wil-
son, Broadway and Montrose; 
while the Bowl route will travel 
Broadway and Argyle.

JANITORIAL

773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Choice
BBB A+ Rating 
SNOW REMOVAL 

COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING • CARPET CLEANING  

POWER WASHING
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GREEN
element
RESALE
  6241 N. Broadway

DONATE    SHOP    SUPPORT

Mon - Sat: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sunday: Noon to 7 p.m.
773-942-6522

www.big-medicine.org

Chicago has some of the most fascinating 
burial grounds in the world. Join lifelong 
Chicagoan Chuck Betzold for a leisure 
walk through one of them —historic  
Rosehill Cemetery. Rosehill is the largest 
cemetery in the city and is home to many 
of Chicago’s most in�uential citizens. 
We’ll pause along our tour route to learn 

about the heroes,  
villains, victims and legends that rest 

amongst the monuments and greenery that abound. Wear comfy shoes 
and bring a water bottle. Enter the cemetery through the ornate 
gatehouse entrance at 5800 N. Ravenswood.

Chuck Betzold is a local historian, having organized and led  
running tours for Fleet Feet Sports for over 15 years. He also leads 
tours at Bohemian National Cemetery where he serves on their Board 
of Directors. Chuck was also a docent at Tribune Tower, where he was 
a graphic artist for the Chicago Tribune for over 30 years.

Rosehill cemetery Tour
with Chuck Betzold Sunday, September 24 at 1 p.m.

Ravenswood-Lake View Historical Association

             Fall 2023 Lecture Series

Chuck Betzold

RLVHA is a 5013C organization

Suggested Donation $10.00

Letters to the Editor

Parking seems to be a hot topic on the 
North Side. 

Cars can be parked. Bicycles can be 
parked. One could even park one’s self on a 
barstool and enjoy a cold, frosty beverage.

But let’s not forget about campaign cash. 
It can be parked too. [Mandatory Kinder-
garten Bill story of Sept. 6.]

Michael Madigan taught the Chicago 
Machine how to park cash.

Take dirty money from a labor union, 
shady developer, power company or any-
one else and give it to a “bright and clean 
looking” fellow. That person could then 
pass it around and it’s suddenly clean, not 
so dirty.

A wealthy attorney who sues the City 
and wants to open up a store to sell nar-
cotics near schools gave money to “Friends 
of Matt Martin.” Ald. Martin then gave the 
money his “blessing” and passed it out.

Sort of like Al Ronan went from being 
a legislator to being a lobbyist. Or when 
Mike Madigan “parked” money in Greg 
Harris’ campaign fund. And Greg shared 

Parking money benefits North Side Chicago Machine

Regular readers of the News-Star will 
have noticed in recent issues increasing 
grumbling from the paper about so-called 
‘privileged bikers’ whose protected bike 
lanes are supposedly making it harder for 
drivers to find parking spaces. 

It’s not good for a newspaper to promote 
an atmosphere of conflict between bikers 
and drivers. In reality virtually all interac-
tions between bikers and drivers are totally 
peaceful and mutually cooperative. They’re 
both just trying to get through their day, 
and people in Chicago generally try to give 
one another a break.

Second, drivers might want to remind 

Too many cars

After 26 years of teaching people how 
to cook, The Chopping Block is changing 
ownership. 

Founder and Chef Shelley Young offi-
cially sold the Lincoln Square business to 
Executive Chef Lisa Counts on Aug. 31. 

Young moved to Union Pier, MI, a few 
years ago, and built a 4400 square foot 
cooking studio in Southwest Michigan, 
where she plans to focus a lot of her atten-
tion in the future. She opened the first lo-
cation of The Chopping Block in Lincoln 
Park in 1997. The Lincoln Square location 
in 2003 and then a Merchandise Mart loca-
tion in 2005. 

Young says Counts is the perfect person 
to turn the business over to. “She has been 
at the helm of managing the facilities for 
the past eight years. Over the past year, 
Lisa has led The Chopping Block’s Lin-
coln Square location through a tremendous 
amount of change. I can honestly say there 
is no Lincoln Square without Lisa Counts,” 
said Young. 

The Chopping Block grew to be the 
busiest recreational cooking school in the 
country, offering between 350 to 450 class-
es and events a month, during the business’ 

The Chopping Block’s  
Lincoln Square location changes hands

Premiere recreational cooking school sold to Executive Chef
peak prior to the pandemic. Counts is now 
the owner and she will own and make de-
cisions for all day-to-day operations for 
The Chopping Block at Lincoln Square. 
(Young closed the Lincoln Park location in 
2005 and the Merchandise Mart location in 
2022.)

The Chopping Block has not only sur-
vived the pandemic, but it is thriving again 
– classes are well attended, and more pri-
vate events are being hosted at the Lincoln 
Square location now than before the gov-
ernment-imposed pandemic lockdown.

Young will continue to own Tenka, Inc. 
which owns The Chopping Block’s trade-
mark and brand. Her goal is to have more 
time to devote to new ventures, including 
producing the first-ever Oaktoberfest this 
fall in Three Oaks, MI.

“Michigan is one of the most diverse 
agricultural areas in the U.S. and home to 
more than 300 micro growing climates. Its 
proximity to Chicago and position next to 
Lake Michigan make it a tourist destina-
tion and second home hub for Chicagoans,” 
said Young. Next she plans to work both in 
conjunction with The Chopping Block and 
on her own.

by CWBChicago

Prosecutors this week charged a man 
with participating in the Jan. 2022 robbery 
of the Prada store in downtown Chicago, 
a crime for which two 
other men have already 
gone to prison. Offi-
cials said the crew got 
away with merchan-
dise worth $46,000.

Leonard Spears, 27, 
is charged with one 
count of robbery in 
connection with the 
Jan. 12, 2022, shoplift-
ing mob raid at the store, 30 E. Oak. Court 
records show he was sentenced to a year 
in prison for a felony gun case just four 
months before the robbery.

Kahdaffie Green, 24, had been out of 
prison for less than a week when he par-
ticipated in the Prada heist. He received 
a 42-month sentence for the crime earlier 
this year and was paroled in July.

Tony Simmons, 21, recently received a 
five-year sentence for robbing the Prada 
store and participating in similar crimes. 
He is scheduled to be paroled next July. He 

Third man charged in Prada store robbery,  
two men have already gone to prison

was on parole for a juvenile armed robbery 
case at the time of the Prada robbery, ac-
cording to officials.

Prosecutors said the men rolled up to the 
Prada store in two stolen cars around 2:30 
p.m. A security guard allowed Green to en-
ter, and the others barged in behind him. 
They pushed a sector guard  against the 
wall and ran out with armloads of purses, 
prosecutors have said. The crew rammed 
a clothing rack into the security officer as 
they escaped. He fell to the floor and in-
jured his wrist.

Chicago police detectives tracked the 
stolen vehicles’ movements before and af-
ter the robbery, eventually locating video 
of Green at a convenience store in North 
Center about 30 minutes before the Prada 
heist, prosecutors said.

Investigators also found surveillance 
footage that allegedly showed the group 
arriving at an apartment complex in the 
Riverdale neighborhood 50 minutes after 
the robbery. They were seen removing the 
Prada merchandise from the cars and en-
tering a nearby building.

Judge Susana Ortiz last week ordered 
Spears to pay a $2,500 bail deposit to get 
out of jail on the robbery charge.

themselves that if those bikers weren’t on 
bikes, they would probably be driving cars, 
which occupy way more space and create 
more obstruction, pollution, and heat.

Stand on any corner and watch the cars 
go past: it seems like 80% of them have one 
occupant only, burning a non-renewable 
resource, leaving less for everyone else.  

The reason there is too much traffic and 
not enough parking is because there are 
too many cars, not too many bikes.

THS907
Rogers Park

his good fortune with others.
Whom did Matt Martin share his dona-

tions with?
It’s right there on the Illinois State Board 

of Elections website. But I’ll save you some 
searching. Which Chicago Machine hacks 
took money and will be happy to let others 
sell narcotics near schools?

The 47th Ward Regular Democratic Or-
ganization, $8535. The Neighbors of An-
gela Clay, $610. The Friends of Brandon 
Johnson, $1000. The Neighbors for Andre 
[Vasquez], $500. Maria [Hadden] for the 
49th Ward, $500. The Citizens for Bridget 
Degnan, $500. And The Friends of Josina 
Morita, $250.

Four alderpeople, a county commission-
er and other officials all took dirty money 
“cleaned” by The Friends of Matt Martin. 
I just hope no children get hurt or killed 
in the crossfire with all these narcotics and 
all this “parking.”

Mike Sullivan
Avondale

Leonard Spears

Local commuters are  extremely frus-
trated  that the Dearborn Bridge project 
has taken much longer than anticipated to 
complete. But there is light at the end of the 
bridge as the city hopes the project will fi-
nally be completed by the end of October. 

This project is being conducted by the 
Chicago Dept.of Transportation [CDOT] 
as an in-house construction effort, not by 
private contractors.

The excuse that CDOT is using to blame 
for the slow progress, is the same excuse 
that every delayed government project is 
using these days: that they are due to equip-

Dearborn Street Bridge project delayed
ment/material procurement problems and 
emergency repairs in other parts of town. 
While not noting what those emergencies 
were, CDOT says emergency work pulled 
their workers away from the Dearborn 
Bridge project.

The following is an updated timeline:
• 9/18/23-9/29/23: Full roadway and side-

walk closure for testing and balancing
• 10/2/23-10/18/23: Bike lane and  NW 

ADA bump-out installation
•  10/19/23-10/27/23: NE ADA bump-

out installation
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Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
SERVICING
Plaintiff,
-v.-
BYRON J. CRUZ-CEDENO, THE 5739-5745 N. 
RIDGE CONDOMINIUMS ASSOCIATION
Defendants
2023 CH 02229
5745 N RIDGE AVE APT 1W
CHICAGO, IL 60660
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on June 6, 2023, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on Oc-
tober 13, 2023, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real 
estate:
Commonly known as 5745 N RIDGE AVE APT 1W, 
CHICAGO, IL 60660
Property Index No. 14-05-317-037-1015
The real estate is improved with a condo/town-
house.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.

by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC Plain-
tiff's Attorneys, One North Dearborn Street, Suite 
1200, Chicago, IL, 60602. Tel No. (312) 346-9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC
One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200
Chicago IL, 60602
312-346-9088
E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com
Attorney File No. 22-09634IL_787888
Attorney Code. 61256
Case Number: 22 CH 04691
TJSC#: 43-2903
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 22 CH 04691
I3228548

131313 -----------------------------------------------------

060606 -----------------------------------------------------

303030 ------------------------------------------------------
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For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-23-00720
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2023 CH 02229
TJSC#: 43-2399
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2023 CH 02229
I3228999

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JOHN LYDON, SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
OF RANULFO R CISNEROS, DECEASED, KEN-
MORE CLUB CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF RAN-
ULFO CISNEROS, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, MARIO CISNEROS
Defendants
22 CH 04691
5119 NORTH KENMORE AVENUE TERRACE 
UNIT
CHICAGO, IL 60640
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on July 12, 2023, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on Oc-
tober 13, 2023, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real 
estate:
Commonly known as 5119 NORTH KENMORE AV-
ENUE TERRACE UNIT, CHICAGO, IL 60640
Property Index No. 14-08-402-016-1031
The real estate is improved with a three story con-
dominium.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 

S K Y L I N E
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North Township Real Estate For Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON F/K/A THE
BANK OF NEW YORK AS TRUSTEE FOR CWHEQ 
HOME EQUITY LOAN ASSET BACKED CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES
2006 Plaintiff,
vs.
JOHN RIES; KATHLEEN M. RIESL; THE PRIVATE  
RESIDENCES AT ONTARIO PLACE CONDOMIN-
IUM ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS;
Defendants,
23 CH 2427
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales 
Corporation will on Tuesday, October 17, 2023 
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West 
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, sell 
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 17-10-111-014-1322; 17-10-111-014-1538.
Commonly known as 10 East Ontario Street, Unit 
2002 and P-S817, Chicago, IL 60611.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with a con-
dominium residence. The purchaser of the unit oth-
er than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)
(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, 
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The 
property will NOT be open for inspection.
For information call Law Clerk at Plaintiff's Attorney, 
The Wirbicki Law Group, 33 West Monroe Street, 
Chicago, Illinois 60603. (312) 360-9455. W23-0006 
XOME
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3228629

131313 ------------------------------------------------------

060606 -------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
US BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT 
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS 
OWNER TRUSTEE FOR VRMTG ASSET TRUST,
Plaintiff,
vs. 
MICHAEL J. NATARUS, AS SURVIVING CO-
TRUSTEE OF THE BURTON F, NATARUS TRUST 
DATED APRIL 20 2017; PARK PLACE CHICAGO 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION; ARCHANGELS 
BIORECOVERY INC,;  UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS; 
Defendants,
22 CH 1907
NOTICE OF SALE

TION OF SAID LINE WITH THE WEST LINE OF 
KINGSBURY STREET; THENCE SOUTHWEST-
ERLY TO A POINT IN THE DOCK LINE OF THE 
EAST BANK OF THE NORTH BRANCH OF THE 
CHICAGO RIVER WHICH IS 70.8 FEET SOUTH-
EASTERLY FROM INTERSECTION OF DOCK 
LINE, SAID RIVER WITH THE SAID LINE DRAWN 
3.0 FEET NORTH OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE 
CENTER LINE OF ONTARIO STREET; THENCE 
NORTHWESTERLY ALONG SAID DOCK LINE OF 
SAID EAST BANK OF SAID RIVER, 9.80 FEET; 
THENCE NORTHEASTERLY IN A STRAIGHT 
LINE TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, SAID LAND 
BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN A 
DEED FROM HUGH MCBIRNEY AND ISABELLE 
M. MCBIRNEY, HIS WIFE, TO PERCIVAL W. 
CLEMENT, DATED NOVEMBER 22, 1899, RE-
CORDED IN VOLUME 6925 PAGE 164 OF LAND 
RECORDS IN THE RECORDER'S OFFICE OF 
COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS. WHICH SURVEY IS 
ATTACHED AS EXHIBIT "A" TO THE DECLARA-
TION OF CONDOMINIUM RECORDED AUGUST 
21, 2002 AS DOCUMENT NUMBER 0020921139, 
AND AS AMENDED FROM TIME TO TIME, TO-
GETHER WITH ITS UNDIVIDED PERCENTAGE 
INTEREST IN THE COMMON ELEMENTS
PARCEL B: EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND 
EGRESS FOR THE BENEFIT OF PARCEL A 
AFORESAID, AS CONTAINED IN THE DECLARA-
TION OF COVENANTS, CONDITIONS, RESTRIC-
TIONS AND EASEMENTS RECORDED AUGUST 
21, 2002 AS DOCUMENT NUMBER 0020921138.
SUBJECT TO EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS, 
AND COVENANTS OF RECORD, IF ANY.. P.I.N. 
17091260221011.
Commonly known as 600 N. Kingsbury St., Chi-
cago, IL 60610.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with a 
condominium residence. The purchaser of the 
unit other than a mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required by subdivisions 
(g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium 
Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, 
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The 
property will NOT be open for inspection.
For information call The Sales Department at Plain-
tiff's Attorney, Diaz Anselmo & Associates, P.A., 
1771 West Diehl Road, Naperville, Illinois 60563. 
(630) 453-6925. 1491-191517 ADC
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3227761

303030 ------------------------------------------------------
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PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales 
Corporation will on Monday, October 2, 2023 at the 
hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West Madison 
Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder for cash, as set forth 
below, the following described mortgaged real es-
tate:
PARCEL A: UNIT 501 AND PARKING SPACE 
UNIT P-439 IN PARK PLACE CHICAGO CON-
DOMINIUM AS DELINEATED AND DEFINED ON 
THE PLAT OF SURVEY OF THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED PARCEL OF REAL ESTATE:
PARCEL 1: THAT PART OF BLOCK 3 IN ASSES-
SOR'S DIVISION OF THE KINGSBURY TRACT, 
IN THE EAST 1/2 OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF 
SECTION 9, TOWNSHIP 39 NORTH, RANGE 14 
EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, LY-
ING EASTERLY OF THE EAST DOCK LINE OF 
THE NORTH BRANCH OF THE CHICAGO RIVER, 
LYING SOUTHWESTERLY OF THE SOUTH-
WESTERLY LINE OF KINGSBURY STREET, 
LYING SOUTH AND SOUTHEASTERLY OF THE 
FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINE: BEGINNING 
AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE SOUTHWEST-
ERLY LINE OF KINGSBURY STREET AND A 
LINE 3.0 FEET NORTH OF AND PARALLEL WITH 
THE CENTER LINE OF ONTARIO STREET (AS 
NOW LAID OUT) EXTENDED WEST; THENCE 
WEST ALONG A LINE 3.0 FEET NORTH OF 
AND PARALLEL WITH THE CENTER LINE OF 
ONTARIO STREET (AS NOW LAID OUT) EX-
TENDED WEST 163.0 FEET; THENCE SOUTH-
WESTERLY IN A STRAIGHT LINE TO A POINT 
IN SAID DOCK LINE OF SAID NORTH BRANCH 
OF THE CHICAGO RIVER, WHICH IS 70.80 FEET 
SOUTHEASTERLY (MEASURED ALONG SAID 
DOCK LINE) FROM THE POINT OF INTERSEC-
TION OF SAID DOCK LINE WITH SAID LINE SO 
DRAWN 3.0 FEET NORTH OF AND PARALLEL 
WITH THE CENTER OF ONTARIO STREET EX-
TENDED WEST AND LYING NORTH AND EAST 
OF A LINE DESCRIBED AS BEGINNING AT THE 
INTERSECTION OF THE WEST LINE OF KINGS-
BURY STREET AND A LINE 8.50 FEET SOUTH 
OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE PROLONGATION 
WEST OF THE SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTH 1/2 
OF BLOCK 4 IN SAID ASSESSOR'S DIVISION 
OF SAID KINGSBURY TRACT; THENCE WEST 
ALONG SAID PARALLEL LINE, 142.0 FEET TO 
A POINT; THENCE NORTH AT RIGHT ANGLES 
13.0 FEET; THENCE WEST AT RIGHT ANGLES 
TO A POINT ON THE EAST DOCK LINE OF THE 
NORTH BRANCH OF CHICAGO RIVER, IN COOK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
PARCEL 2: THAT PART OF BLOCK 3 IN ASSES-
SOR'S DIVISION OF THE KINGSBURY TRACT, 
IN THE EAST 1/2 OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF 
SECTION 9, TOWNSHIP 39 NORTH, RANGE 14 
EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT 
A POINT IN A LINE 3.0 FEET NORTH OF AND 
PARALLEL WITH THE CENTER LINE OF ON-
TARIO STREET (AS NOW LAID OUT) WHICH 
IS 163.0 FEET WEST FROM THE INTERSEC-

Permit Parking hours  
were wrong

In the Aug. 30 New Star news-
paper we reported on the new 
Residents Only Permit Parking 
Zone [RPP] going in adjacent to 
Rosehill Cemetery.

We got the hours of enforce-
ment wrong in that story.

The hours for this RPP are not 
6 a.m. to 10 p.m. as reported. 

The new RPP will operate from 
6 p.m. to 8 a.m., or overnight for 
those seeking to park by their 
homes at night. For those who al-
ready had existing RPP the hours 
will remain the same, except for 
24 hour RPP, which will be elimi-
nated. 

We apologize to our readers for 
getting it wrong.

It was an away game
Noted sports historian, and 

broadcaster Thomas Shaer was 
the first of several to alert us that 
Tom O’Gorman had a factual  
error in the opening paragraph 
of his Sept. 6 column. O’Gorman 
stated that he watched the 1959 
White Sox pennant-clinching 

game, televised from Comiskey 
Park, “... 20 blocks away” from 
his grandmother’s house. 

“The game was not played 
in Chicago. It took place in  
Cleveland. Newsreel film of it has 
been shown thousands of times 
but no copy (kinescope or oth-
erwise) of the WGN-TV telecast 
exists. However, the audio of Jack 
Brickhouse’s TV play-by-play 
does exist and has been played a 
lot on radio over the years. I have 
a copy; the play was a 6-unassist-
ed-3 double play by Luis Apara-
cio,” reported Shaer. 

“It is true that Comiskey Park 
was fairly close to Tom’s grand-
ma’s house but there was no game 
there that night (Sept. 22, 1959). 
In fact, it was an oddity in that the 
game in Cleveland was the only 
one the White Sox played there 
that month - it must have been 
a rescheduling of a rained out  
contest. The White Sox played 13 
of their last 16 games on the road 
that season but still maintained 
their comfortable lead in the 
American League,” said Shaer. out after dark, using this service 

is the best way to stay safe.
•  During the week, the  inter-

campus shuttle  is available be-
tween the Lincoln Park and Loop 
campuses from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday.

• To travel to residential desti-
nations just outside the boundar-
ies of Lincoln Park, use the Vin-
nie Van service.

• Note the location of phones 
and the blue emergency call box-
es on campus, and don’t ever be 
afraid to use them.

• Stay alert, trust your instincts, 
and travel in groups after dark.

•  Report any criminal activ-
ity or suspicious individuals to 
Public Safety at 773-325-7777 
(Lincoln Park) or 312-362-8400 
(Loop).

Keeping our university com-
munity safe always remains a 
top priority, and please know we 
take incidents like this extremely 
seriously. As we shared last week, 
campus safety is one of our ini-
tiatives for the year ahead. This 
Thursday, Sept. 14, the university 
will host a Campus Safety Sum-
mit at noon in the Lincoln Park 
Student Center, Room 120. We 
highly encourage you to join the 
conversation and help us identify 
how we can support each other. 

In addition to the Campus 
Safety Summit, Student Affairs is 
planning a series of educational 
sessions, and more information 
will be shared as soon as it is 
available. 

Chicago police have issued a 
community alert that links the 
three DePaul-area robberies to a 
group of three or four men.

The alert said the men ap-
proached women on the street and 
demanded their property, saying, 
“Give me everything” or “Give 
me all you got.” They punch any 
victims who refuse to cooperate 
in the head and body, police said.

CPD said the crew struck three 
times on Saturday: at 1 a.m. in 
the 2200 block of N. Sheffield; at 
1:20 a.m. in the 900 block of W. 
Fullerton; and at 1:30 a.m. in the 
1200 block of W Fullerton.

They described the group as 
Black men between 20 and 26 
years old, standing 5’-6” to 5’-8” 
tall. Each wore black face masks 
and black hoodies.

Anyone with information about 
the crimes can contact Area 
Three detectives about crime pat-
tern P23-3-065 at 312-744-8263.

reality from p. 5

be asking CTA and city officials, 
is whether they plan to port RPM 
money south to the RLE. An odd-
ity of TIF districts is that money 
can be shifted from one district 
to another, if they touch each 
other at any point. Meaning if 
everything were connected, the 
South Side expansion might cap-
ture property tax revenue from 
relatively prosperous North Side 
neighborhoods, where the TIF 
#180 district includes 16,704 par-
cels of land, and redistribute that 
cash to the Far South Side.

The Gap
The key trigger point for ob-

servers to watch now might be 
a small gap in the TIF porting 
map… stick with us here as we 
play the ‘Funny Bones’ game. 
Following from north to south, 
the #180 RPM TIF is connected 
to the #30 TIF. The #30 TIF is 

connected to the #94 TIF. Then 
there is a gap along the Chicago 
River near Grand Ave. Perhaps a 
couple hundred feet separates the 
Chicago/Kingsbury TIF #94 from 
TIF #104 in River West… which 
connects to TIF #172, which con-
nects to TIF #147, which connects 
to TIF #186, which connects to 
TIF #72… which brings us to the 
doorstep of the RLE project and 
its TIF.

Tellingly, a small triangle 
portion of TIF #94 has already 
jumped over the Chicago River 
near Chicago Ave. bridging the 
east and west banks.

Yes, we know, it sounds pretty 
crazy. But this being Chicago, ob-
servers should keep an eye on that 
gap between Chicago and Grand 
avenues, and if it suddenly some-
how becomes part of a new TIF 
district, then North Side property 
tax payers paying into the RPM 
TIF #180 should grab your wal-
lets. That #94/#104 gap is now 

the only non-TIF dam blocking a 
river of property tax money from 
flowing south.

“Reversing decades of disin-
vestment starts with providing 
accessible transportation for all 
residents of this city,” said Mayor 
Brandon Johnson. “We will con-
tinue to work with stakeholders, 
the state, and federal government 
to ensure this project is moving 
full steam ahead.” 

For now, the FTA has notified 
CTA that their grant moves the 
project closer to a groundbreak-
ing. CTA can now begin the En-
gineering phase of the project, 
which includes further design and 
engineering needed to build the 
project.  

The Engineering phase of the 
project is expected to continue 
into 2024 and anticipates a fund-
ing award by the end of 2024 
subject to federal review and ap-
provals.

rpm tif from p. 5Corrections:
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to advertise   
Call 773-465-9700

Call 773-465-9700  
to Advertise

Commercial Space for Rent
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to 
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year 
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven 
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

For Sale
Trailer for sale, for boat or jet ski. Rims, jacks, spare 
wheels included. $457. Call 773-818-0808

Garages/Garage Doors
FAMILY KASTANOVA INC.
GARAGE DOOR SERVICES

Overhead Garage Doors
Electric Openers

Installation and Repairs
(773) 744-6101 (cell)

(630) 717-5329
www.familykastanovainc.com

Health & Fitness
Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental Insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 
1-855-526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos Español

Viagra stop overpaying! Generic Viagra or Cialis 70 
tablets - only $99 shipping included! USAServicesOn-
line.com call now 888-203-0881

Janitorial
Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON 
AREAS CLEANING• OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING • POWER WASHING - SNOW 
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous
Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to 
100% back on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company has pet coverage that can help! Call 
1-844-774-0206 to get a free quote or visit insure-
barkmeow.com/ads

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available.  Call: 855-
761-1725

Become a published author. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. No obligation! We’ve 
recovered millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-
707-5707

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB 
Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos 
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405

847-749-8227
847-291-9091

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

DADRASS
PAINTING

• FREE ESTIMATES •

KITCHEN & BATH  
REMODELING

DADRASSPAINTING@YAHOO.COM

PAINTING

GENERAC GENERATORS

BATH REMODEL

ROOFING

MOTORCYCLES
 

WILL PICK UP 630-660-0571

WANTED
“DEAD OR ALIVE”

HARLEY DAVIDSON,  
HONDA, YAMAHA,  
SUZUKI, KAWASAKI

$$CASH PAID$$
ALL MAKES & MODELS

 Service Directory/Classifieds
To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:  

insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com   
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

AUTOS WANTED

 

WILL PICK UP 630-660-0571

WANTED
“DEAD OR ALIVE”

60s, 70s and 80s 
AUTOMOBILES
$$CASH PAID$$

ALL MAKES  
& MODELS

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items  

from Basements, Garages, Attics,  
Businesses, Estate Clearance

Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Furniture Removal/ 
Junk Removal

See The Dead One Stinks at:
donniesyellowballbooks.com

Death in  
the disabled stall!

The richest guy in Chicago 

has been in the disabled 

stall at his lawyer’s office  

a mite too long.  

Shall we look?

BOOKS

Roofing, Exteriors  
& Garages

44 Years - 30,000+  
Satisfied Customers
• Roofing • Brickwork 

Garages
Financing Available

Licensed,  
Bonded & Insured 

IL Roofing Lic.#104.013526
773-384-6300

secondcityconstruction.com

TOOL LIQUIDATION

• Welder Generator
• Drain Rodder
• Ridgid Threading Machine
• Tank Torch Set    
• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

773-818-0808

RECYCLED • CHEAP

TUCKPOINTING

• TUCKPOINTING • BRICKWORK
• MASONRY • CHIMNEY

• MASONRY VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
• LINTEL REPLACEMENT

• ROOFING • PARAPET WALLS
• GUTTERS • SOFFIT/FASCIA

10% DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

(773) 774-0444
www.MarksTuckpointing.com

Tuckpointing

ACCURATE  
EXTERIOR

& MASONRY
Specializing in Tuckpointing  

Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel, 
Parapet Walls, Parging,  

City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List

Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535
(10S14A)

LOVE TO BUY YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK

Will Pay $200 to $2,000
For the Good, Bad  

or Ugly
Also Classic, Antique,

Hot Rod or Project Cars
Same Day  

Free Tow Away
$$ Paying Top Dollars $$

For Classics &  
Muscle Cars

CALL (773) 758-2928

Miscellaneous, cont.
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet.  Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions ap-
ply.  Promo Expires 1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936

Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for 
recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survi-
vor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android 
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. Free shipping. 
Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter 
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. 
Free Installation.  Call 866-499-0141

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are 
way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or more in debt? Call National 
Debt Relief to find out how to pay off your debt for 
significantly less than what you owe! Free quote: 
1-877-592-3616

MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety 
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936

My Caring Plan’s local advisors have helped thou-
sands of families with unique needs find senior liv-
ing. Can you afford 2k a month in rent? We can help 
for free! 866-511-1799

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call before the next 
power outage: 1-855-948-6176

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower 
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

Switch & save up to $250/yr on talk, text & data. No 
contract or hidden fees. Unlimited talk & text with 
flexible data plans. Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based service. Call 1-855-903-3048

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage 
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request 
free no obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & 
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

WANTED TO BUY

Comic Books • Sports Cards
 Hot Wheels • Model Kits

Guitars • Records, etc., etc.  
and so on and so on

HONEST AL 773-968-5015

Wanted to Buy
Old Toys &  

Collectibles

TOYS WANTEDDogs, Pets, Livestock
Use Happy Jack™ DD-33 on dogs & cats to kill 
fleas and deer ticks on contact. At Tractor Supply™ 
(www.happyjackinc.com)

Home Remodeling:  
Kitchens, Bathrooms,  

Basements & Exteriors
Commercial Services:  

Office Remodeling, Tenant Improvements,  
Commercial Doors & more

P & L  
Construction Services, Inc.

847-361-6306
www.plconstructionservicesinc.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

THE LOCK UP SELF STORAGE  
at 1930 N Clybourn Ave, Chicago, IL 60614  
will sell the contents of the following units  

to satisfy a lien to the highest bidder  
on 09-26-23 by 11:00 AM  

at WWW.STORAGETREASURES.COM.   
All goods must be removed from the unit  
within 48 hours. Unit availability subject to 

 prior settlement of account.
Unit #133 Barton Faist

Unit #705 Ronald Masters

Notice of Public Sale

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Whether you are home or away, protect what 
matters most from unexpected power outages 
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

SPECIAL  
OFFER

Waiving All 
Installation 
Costs*

*Add’l terms apply. Offer subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Ends 9/30/23. 

CALL NOW

866.753.9521

ONE  
DAY

shooter” incident because they 
understood that a gunman was 
inside the store, CPD radio trans-
missions show.

There was no active shooter, 
but the urgency of the initial  
report resulted in cars being  
mustered up for a response.

One of those units spotted the 
robbers’ newer white Nissan bear-
ing a stolen license plate heading 
toward the Ontario feeder ramp 
in River North around 5:50 a.m. 
Officers said they engaged the  
vehicle in a pursuit, but a CPD 
sergeant ordered them to termi-
nate that effort.

In the recording of the call, in 
the comments after the termina-
tion is given an officer jokes that 
someone should call the “real  
police” at the Illinois State Police, 
an agency that is known to vigor-
ously chase violent offenders that 
the Chicago Police Dept. won’t.

As it turns out, officers spotted 
the suspects about a minute after 
they robbed another victim in 

the 400 block of W. Locust. That  
victim’s 911 call was not assigned 
to a car for 66 minutes.

CPD’s alert said the suspects 
were two Black males between 16 
and 20 years old who stood 5’-6” 
to 5’-8” tall. They wore black 
facemasks and black hoodies.

Tips about the crimes can be 
shared with Area Three detec-
tives at 312-744-8263. Refer to 
crime pattern #P23-3-066.

Waiting for police
At least three other robbery  

victims also waited hours for 
police to respond to their calls 
for help downtown on Saturday 
morning. They were all tourists 
staying at hotels in the Loop.

First, two 22-year-old women 
were outside Miller’s Pub, 134 
S. Wabash, when they were ap-
proached by a group of between 
eight and 10 people around 2 
a.m. A police spokesperson said 
the group physically attacked the  
victims, striking them in their 
faces and bodies and causing 
them to fall to the ground. The 

group then robbed the women of 
their valuables and fled.

Chicago police dispatch  
records show that the local CPD 
District was in “backlog” status at 
the time, meaning no police units 
were available to respond to the 
victims’ call for help. Nearly two 
hours after the attack, police met 
with the victims at their hotel in 
the Loop.

A CPD spokesperson said  
another man was attacked in  
River North between 2 a.m. and 
3:30 a.m. He was in the 400 
block of N. State when five men  
attacked and robbed him of cash, 
jewelry, and a phone.

He first called for help from his 
hotel in the Loop around 4 a.m., 
but the case was not assigned to 
an officer for more than three 
hours. Police eventually met 
with the man at Northwestern  
Memorial Hospital, where he took  
himself for treatment of his  
injuries.

Staffing levels in the two  
Chicago Police Districts that  
patrol downtown are down sharp-

ly from the pre-pandemic era,  
according to the Chicago Office 
of Inspector General.

The Central 1st District, rough-
ly covering the area between the 
Chicago River, 31st St. and the 
lake, had 243 cops on staff last 
month. That’s essentially flat 
compared to August last year but 
down 26% from the 329 it had in 
Aug. 2019.

North of the river, the Near 
North 18th District is also flat 
compared to 2022 but down about 
25% from Aug. 2019, with 291  
officers assigned last month  
versus 389. Near North officers 
patrol the area between the river, 
Fullerton, and the lake.

Chicago has paid out tens of  
millions of dollars  for lives lost 
and injuries caused by pursuits 
that ended with crashes. The  
police department’s written policy  
explicitly states that no officer  
will ever be punished for  not  
chasing a suspect. And CPD  
supervisors have become so skit-
tish about the possibility of some-
thing going wrong they’ve even 

ordered cops to stop pursuing a 
car suspected of carrying wanted 
murderers. 

Of course, there’s a trade-
off when the city discourages  
pursuits to save money and  
reduce the possibility of injury 
to third parties. That trade-off is 
that armed, violent people are not 
apprehended and continue com-
mitting crimes.

Last month, a man robbed three 
convenience stores at gunpoint on 
the North Side. Chicago police 
found him as he drove away from 
the third holdup and followed  
him for a while. But they termi-
nated their efforts when he struck 
another car and entered Lake 
Shore Dr.

CPD officers also saw two  
different armed robberies in 
progress last month. They were 
ordered to stop pursuing one  
carload of offenders. The officers 
never initiated a pursuit of the 
second group.

waiting from p. 1

The smallest deed  
is better than  

the greatest intention.
— John Burroughs
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This issue of the Inside-Boost-

er, distributed in the Township of 

Lake View, contains a 192-page 

supplement of the Real Estate 

Assessment List for Lake View 

Township. This list is prepared by 

the Cook County Assessor’s Of-

fice (CCAO), under the direction 

of Assessor Joseph Berrios. 

If there is no copy in this news-

paper and you’d like one, please 

call this newspaper at 773-465-

9700 to request one and we will 

deliver it to you for free.
The Assessor does not set tax 

rates, levies or the State of Illinois 

Equalizer nor does he decide the 

dollar amount of your tax bill. Tax 

rates and levies are determined 

by municipalities and other local 

taxing bodies such as school dis-

tricts. The Assessor’s only job is 

to determine the estimated market 

value of your property, based on 

an analysis of sales of comparable 

properties in your neighborhood 

and area. That analysis is done 

every three years (triennially). 

“Assessed Value” (AV) is the 

portion of market value to which 

Lake View Township  

Real Estate Assessment list

Cook County Assessor Jo-

seph Berrios has announced 

that reassessment notices have 

been mailed to close to 22,400 

single-family and 7,000 condo-

minium homeowners in Lakev-

iew Township. Reassessment 

notices contain proposed val-

ues for property Tax Year 2018, 

which will be reflected on Sec-

ond-Installment Tax Bills to be 

mailed and due in the summer 

of 2019.
The real estate market is 

healthier. Better market value, 

naturally, results in increased 

assessed value. 
Among the findings from 

the Lakeview Township reas-

Reassessment notices mailed  

to Lakeview Township
Home values continue to improve;  

Median Sale Price for homes is $790,000

Residential assessments 

increase by a median  

of 31.24%

ASSESSMENT

sessment are that the median 

assessed value of homes in-

creased to 78,717 in 2018, from 

59,683 in 2015 -- a median per-

centage increase of 31.24%. 

The median sale price for 

single-family homes and other 

non-condo residential proper-

ties increased from $610,000 

in 2015 to $790,000 in 2017. 

The proposed assessments 

of condominiums in Lakeview 

Township reflect a median in-

crease of 28.65% in assessed 

value.
“If taxpayers wish to appeal 

their reassessment values, they 

should do it now and not wait 

until the following year when 

the new Tax Year 2018 values 

are shown on Second-Install-

MAILED

Cop settles lawsuit alleging  

race-charged off-duty battery  

of Boystown bouncer, page 5

A major new water main  

installation that was scheduled 

to be underway in mid-May on  

Diversey, from Damen to Racine 

avenues, has been postponed due 

to ongoing work at the Lathrop 

Homes site that would create too 

many conflicts with the water 

main construction. 
The two-mile-long water main 

project will be postponed until  

Major construction project  

on Diversey postponed
at least September. 

NPL Construction has been 

hired to install a 12” water main 

in Diversey for the Dept. of Wa-

ter. Once underway the project is 

sure to tie up traffic considerably 

as well as test out the durability of 

tires, shock absorbers and the pa-

tience of commuters and nearby 

neighbors.

BY PATRICK BUTLER

About 25 local residents got a 

peek at the plans for a long-await-

ed Lincoln Ave. Corridor Plan at 

a May 14 Wrightwood Neighbors 

Assoc. [WNA] meeting at the 

New Life Church, 1110 W. Lilly 

St.
According to Kim Schiff, full 

details will be unveiled at a 6 p.m. 

May 22 Lincoln Park Chamber of 

Commerce [LPCC] meeting at the 

Victory Gardens Theater, 2433 N. 

Lincoln Ave., attended by Ald. 

Michele Smith [43rd], and mem-

bers of the WNA and the Lincoln 

Central Assoc.
Schiff, who is the CEO of the 

LPCC, said the plan was devel-

oped in cooperation with the Lin-

coln Ave. Special Service Area 

over the two years since Chil-

dren’s Memorial Hospital left the 

community after more than 100 

Lincoln Ave. Corridor plan unveiled May 22

BY CWBCHICAGO.COM

Police responding to a call of a 

suspicious person in North Cen-

ter last week wound up arrest-

ing a man who is now charged 

with committing seven burglar-

ies across the North Side since 

February. And investigators think 

Thomas French, 44, may be re-

sponsible for many more.
Around 2:00 p.m. May 9, offi-

cers responded to a call of a man 

pulling on front doors and turning 

doorknobs in the 1900 block of W. 

Cuyler. After getting a description 

of the suspect, they found French 

nearby and recognized him as 

being the subject of an internal 

police department investigative 

alert. Detectives wanted to talk 

with him about a series of break-

ins, the alert said.
Now, French is charged with 

seven counts of felony burglary. 

Judge Sophia Atcherson set his 

bail at $30,000. If French is able 

to post a $3,000 deposit to go 

free, he will be required to go on 

electronic monitoring, Atcherson 

said.

Man charged with seven 

North Side break-ins, 

maybe many more
Police said French was carry-

ing a backpack and two shopping 

bags when they stopped him for 

questioning. The bags contained 

an Xbox, Xbox games, a bag of 

loose change, an empty iPhone 

box, two watches, a wallet be-

longing to a different person, a 

bundle of gift cards, headphones, 

an Epiphone studio guitar, and 

pawn shop transaction receipts, 

according to court papers.
Prosecutors say French is re-

sponsible for taking much more 

from a series of victims across the 

North Side including a Chicago 

Bulls hat signed by Michael Jor-

dan; a Yamaha guitar, a jewelry 

box, multiple tablets, and—from 

one lucky strike in Uptown—

nearly $20,000 worth of designer 

watches.
French is accused of burglariz-

ing homes in the 800 block of W. 

Oakdale; the 800 block of W. Alt-

geld; the 2600 block of N. Wilton; 

the 4000 block of N. Hermitage; 

the 4000 block of N. Kenmore; 

the 1500 block of N. Milwaukee; 

and the 1900 block of W. Cuyler.

years of being housed at the Lin-

coln, Halsted, Fullerton intersec-

tion.
The still unveiled plan covers 

the strip along Lincoln Ave. be-

tween Diversey and Webster av-

enues, said Frank Kryzak, LPCC 

development director. 
The improvements are de-

signed to attract new businesses 

and retain the old ones with mass 

transit improvements such as pas-

sageways through alleys to near-

by elevated stations and contact-

ing urban design firms for ideas 

on how to make the area more 

attractive and pedestrian friendly, 

Kryzak said.
“We want to make this a pur-

poseful and incidental destina-

tion,” Kryzak continued. “The 

idea is to help people know 

they’re in Lincoln Park, not in 

Lake View” through the use of 

stylish metal sign markers.

Kryzak added that the corridor 

committee has also been looking 

for “street furniture” and plant-

ers and already met with DePaul 

Univ. officials on ways to im-

prove the look of the Halsted and 

Lincoln corner.
“We want to make it more in-

viting,” he said. But “we want 

this space to be functional as well 

as beautiful.”
Several local residents urged 

the committee to get more book-

stores and record shops “like there 

used to be on Lincoln Ave.” 

But Schiff said everything de-

pends on getting enough private 

and public funding to make it all 

happen.

Fashion, fondue and wine
Geja’s Cafe, 340 W. Armitage, 

and Italian fashion boutique Via 

Strozzi, 1971 N. Halsted St., are 

teaming up for an afternoon of 

fashion, fondue and fine wines 

noon to 3 p.m. Sunday—Italian 

style.
Via Strozzi will showcase their 

spring collection during the first 

ever fashion show at Geja’s Cafe. 

The afternoon will start off 

with a cheese fondue, followed 

by Parmesan crusted chicken sal-

ad and then Geja’s Dark Choco-

late fondue. Each course will be 

accompanied by a fine Italian 

wine. During the event, models 

will show the Spring/Summer 

fashions of Via Strozzi. The price 

is $55 per person, call 773-281-

9101 for reservations.
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The Chicago Park District 
broke ground last week on the 
second segment of the Lakefront 
Trail Separation project to cre-
ate separate bike and pedestrian 
paths from Montrose to Ardmore. 
Construction to separate the en-
tire 18-mile trail is expected to be 
complete by the end of 2018.

The trail separation is designed 
to alleviate areas of congestion 
by creating two distinct paths; a 
bike trail and a separate pedes-
trian trail for those on foot. Initial 
funding was provided by the Chi-
cago Park District and completion 
of the project was made possible 
by a generous donation from Ken 

Lakefront Trail separation underway  
from Montrose to Ardmore

Entire trail may be done  
by year-end

STORY AND PHOTO  BY BOB KITSOS
Iconic Senn High School, 5900 

N. Glenwood, will be getting a 
facelift of sorts beginning this 
summer as a $3 million renova-
tion plan recently was announced 
by Chicago Public Schools and 
City Hall. The renovations are 
expected to be completed by the 
summer of 2019.Upgrades will be made to class-

rooms, counseling offices, locker 
rooms and the auditorium. Struc-
tural repairs and modifications will 
be made to building entryways 
and target locations throughout 
the school, including accessibility 
ramps. In addition, improvements 
will be made to classroom data 
and IT infrastructure.“In Chicago, we will continue 

to make essential investments to 
ensure children across the city 
have access to high-quality op-
portunities,” said Mayor Emanuel 
at the announcement. “Senn High 
school has long prepared Chicago 
students for a brighter future, and 
these renovations provide an even 
better environment for them to 
grow and thrive.”Locker room upgrades will 

include new lockers, floor tiles, 
lighting and replacements to 
plumbing fixtures. Many class-
rooms will be provided with new 
boards and the computer lab will 

Major renovation 
announced for Senn High

$3M project will take  one year to complete be upgraded. Site improvements 
also will be made to the adminis-
trative offices, entryways and the 
auditorium.  The small gym will be convert-

ed to a community fitness room 
operated by the Chicago Park 
District. It currently uses Senn 
facilities for summer day camps 
and has donated fitness equip-
ment to the school.“This investment provides 

a step forward to improve the 
school and support Senn stu-
dents,” said Ald. Harry Osterman 
[49th]. “With this renovation, stu-
dents will keep succeeding and 
growing in one of the best schools 
in Chicago.”  Located in the Edgewater 

neighborhood, the school is oper-
ated by the CPS system. It was in-
augurated in 1913 and has a cur-
rent enrollment of 1,155 students. 
The school is named in honor of 
surgeon, instructor and founder 
of the Association of Military 
Surgeons of the U.S., Nicholas 
Senn. He served as the president 
of the American Medical Assoc. 
in 1897-1898 and as chief sur-
geon on the Sixth Army Corps in 
1898.  

Senn alumni include Clayton 
Moore (the Lone Ranger), best-
selling author John Jakes, Acad-
emy Award-winning film director 
William Friedkin and Harold Ra-
mis, comedy writer, film director 
and actor, and this newspapers 
now-deceased former gossip col-
umnist, Ann Gerber.Police are warning residents of three recent residential burglar-

ies that have occurred in Andersonville within a couple blocks of 

each other. In these burglaries, the offender(s) gain entry to premises 

through unlocked doors or by forcing open a rear window. Once 

inside, the offender(s) remove property from the apartment. 

Incidents include one on the 1300 block of W. Carmen Ave., 

12:15 p.m. April 16; another in the 1300 block of W. Argyle Ave., 

3:30 p.m. April 25, and the other on the 1200 block of W. Winona 

Ave., 10 p.m. May 5. Police are asking anyone with information on these crimes to 

call 312-744-8263 and reference: P18-N-139.

Andersonville break-ins reported

The Chicago Math and Sci-
ence Academy [CMSA], 7212 N. 
Clark St., in Rogers Park was just 
named the number one ranked 
charter high school in the state 
of Illinois according to the U.S. 
News and World Report “Best 
High Schools” annual report.

Founded in Rogers Park in 
2004, CMSA is focused on 
preparing students for college 
and the world beyond by offer-

Rogers Park school ranked #1  
charter high school in Illinois

ing high-quality, college-prep, 
STEM-focused education.The report also ranked 

CMSA number 10 among all 
Chicago’s 105 non-selective en-
rollment schools and number 
69 among all 670 public high 
schools in Illinois. They were one 
of only 115 high schools schools 
in Illinois to receive U.S. News & 
World Reports’ coveted Bronze 
Medal, which is awarded to 

“high-performing schools based 
on state exam performance.”Ninety-eight percent of CMSA 

students are non-white and 95% 
qualify for free or reduced lunch, 
which means they come from 
families with incomes at or be-
low 185% of the poverty income 
threshold. The vast majority of 
the students come from Rogers 
Park families where neither par-
ent attended college.

Griffin, Founder and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Citadel.“Breaking ground from Mon-

trose to Ardmore is an important 
step as we continue to make the 
lakefront more accessible and 
more enjoyable for the pedes-
trians and cyclists living in, and 
visiting our city,” said CPD CEO 
Michael P. Kelly.Chicago’s Lakefront Trail is 

one of the busiest in the nation. 
Used by cyclists, joggers and 
people enjoying the scenery, it is 
estimated that more than 100,000 
people per day use the trail during 
summer weekends according to a 
recent study.The sections from Oak St. to 

Ohio St. and Fullerton Ave. to 
North Ave. are complete, with 

continued construction on the rest 
of the trail this year. Chicago’s 
entire Lakefront Trail, which runs 
from Ardmore Avenue on the 
north to 71st Street on the south, 
will be separated for cyclists and 
pedestrians.The standard bike trail will 

measure 12’ in width and the pe-
destrian trail will measure 20’ in 
width with 14’ of asphalt or con-
crete and three feet of compacted 
stone mix on both sides. In some 
cases due to site constraints, these 
standard designs could not be 
achieved so the dimensions have 
been altered as necessary; how-
ever trail separation will still have 
been achieved.
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Your property on the North Side was recently 

reassessed - or soon will be - by the Cook 

County Assessor. This new assessment may 

increase your 2018 taxes. We have 42-years of 

experience in reducing these assessments.

REAL ESTATE  

TAX REDUCTIONS

Call us today 773-941-4949

BY PATRICK BUTLER

An urban marketing expert, La-

tino community organizer, news-

paper columnist, and a prison 

social worker appeared evenly di-

vided during a recent discussion 

at the City Club of Chicago on the 

value and motives behind the new 

Chicago city ID card.

Michelle Garcia, an Access 

Living organizer working with 

Hispanics and Tanya Head, who 

works with female inmates at 

Cook County Jail, saw the con-

troversial card, also sponsored 

by out-going Ald. Ameya Pawar 

(47th), as a potential ticket out of 

trouble; while the Tribune’s John 

Kass and sometime political tacti-

cian Maze Jackson see it as a new 

electioneering tool for City Hall 

heavyweights and a way to sup-

port and foster illegal voting.

The new card was the idea of 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel, it was 

funded by city taxes, and was 

made available starting last 

week.
Demand was strong and city 

workers had to haul in an extra 

identification printer to a South-

west Side ward office last week 

to help with the crowd of people 

seeking the free city ID cards. The 

city claimed they used specialized 

equipment that reportedly does 

not retain addresses or telephone 

numbers to reassure those who 

may be here illegally that federal 

immigration agents would not be 

able to acquire their data later us-

ing legal means like a subpoena.

Something like this “is badly 

needed” to give released prison-

ers and the homeless, among oth-

Free city IDs  

now available,  

but some question 

the end game
ers, at least some documentation 

needed to apply for jobs, health 

care and housing, Garcia and 

Head agreed.

“Sometimes all they have is 

their (jail) release papers,” Head 

said, adding that “everyone needs 

more than that to get a job. They 

need some kind of ID when 

they’re walking around.”

“There’s even [secondary ben-

efits] of people being able to get 

access to library cards, Ventra 

transit, and discounts on medi-

cine and admission to museums,” 

Garcia said.

But political strategist, market-

ing consultant and WVON per-

sonality Maze Jackson, as well 

as former merchant marine sailor, 

ditch digger and current Chicago 

Tribune Columnist John Kass 

were a little more skeptical of the 

motives behind the ID card.

“The only reason we’re here 

discussing this today is because 

Mayor Emanuel is facing a re-

election campaign. It’s a political 

ploy directed at the Latino com-

munity that blurs the distinction 

between citizen and non-citizen,” 

Kass said.

CITY ID

BY CWBCHICAGO.COM

At least four people were in-

jured and two arrests were made 

after a large group of teenagers 

went wild near Chicago’s his-

toric Water Tower on Saturday 

evening, according to police and 

witnesses.

Security at the Water Tower 

Place shopping mall reported the 

first sign of trouble around 8:20 

p.m. Fifty teenagers were said 

to be involved in a fight near the 

mall entrance at 845 N. Michigan 

Mag Mile goes wild, police out-numbered

At least four injured  

as hundreds of teens  

run wild near historic 

Water Tower

Ave.
Police summoned an ambu-

lance for an injured juvenile.

As the shopping mall incident 

mellowed, sparks flew again less 

than a block away near the land-

mark historic water tower and 

Jane Byrne Plaza.

“These guys are running amok, 

they knocked an old lady down 

by Ghiradelli,” came one report.

“They’re attacking people 

now,” another officer reported via 

radio.
“All units down to water tow-

er,” ordered the police dispatcher.

After the woman was reported 

injured, a male tourist was report-

edly battered and shoved under a 

horse carriage. He declined medi-

cal attention.

Community to see what may rise  

at failed Spire location May 15

Representatives from Related 

Midwest’s development team 

will unveil their long-anticipated 

plans to the community May 15 

after years of rumors and specu-

lation about what may rise at the 

2.2-acre site of the failed Chicago 

Spire, 400 N. Lake Shore Dr.

The official redevelopment 

plan for the site will finally get its 

long-awaited public debut 6 p.m. 

Tuesday at the Sheraton Grand 

Chicago - Chicago Ballroom 9 

and 10, 301 E. North Water St. 

The developers say they will  an-

swer any questions regarding the 

development proposal.

The original plan called for a 

2,000-foot screw-like condo tow-

er designed by Spanish architect 

Santiago Calatrava. Construction 

on the 150-story building began 

in 2007 but stalled the following 

year amid the global financial cri-

sis. That resulted in workers leav-

ing behind an unsightly circular 

DuSable Park Advisory Council forming May 9

pit the remains there to this day.

There is no word if the event 

Tuesday will include information 

on improvements to the adjacent 

3.3-acred DuSable Park. The 

Spire’s original developer had 

pledged a $4.1 million to improve 

the waterfront site. 

The Park site is located east of 

Lake Shore Dr., at the confluence 

of the Chicago River and Lake 

Michigan. Plans for its develop-

ment have been reignited, and the 

Chicago Park District recently 

completed phase one of an envi-

ronmental clean-up of thorium of 

the grounds. 

A meeting has been called to 

form a DuSable Park Advisory 

Council 6 p.m. Wednesday at 

Lake Shore Park, Fieldhouse, 808 

N. Lake Shore Dr.

For more information, write to 

G. Moreno at morenog@fotp.org 

or call 312-857-2757.

A Mag Mile resident told this 

newspaper, “I went downstairs 

to warn security… and I saw po-

lice tackle and handcuff a teen-

age male.” The witness estimated 

that “300 to 400” people were in-

volved in the melee. That number 

was later echoed by police.

Another fight, described by po-

lice as “massive” broke out short-

ly after 9 p.m. outside the Chicago 

Red Line station, 800 N. State St.  

CTA workers at the Chicago sta-

tion dialed 911 and reported 20 to 

30 teen males “jumping turnstiles 

and beating on the kiosk.”

And. Brian Hopkins reported 

on Monday that the flash mob 

“Was perpetrated by an organized 

MAG MILE
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sues of concern to the community were 
raised, including public safety, vehicu-
lar and pedestrian traffic management, li-
quor service, and parking. RNRA has pre-
pared a brief summary of the information 
provided by Bally’s and City Officials. I t 
can be found at this address: https://rnrach-
icago.org/chicago-casino/.

Practice gaming sessions, required by the 
Illinois Gaming Board [IGB] prior to the 
issuance of a final operating permit, were 

conducted on Sept. 6 and 7. During these 
sessions, all aspects of facility operations 
were monitored to ensure that all legal and 
regulatory requirements, including gaming 
activities, security, and food  and bever-
age service, were satisfied. Bally’s Casino 
completed its practice sessions before state 
regulators last weekend, and real gambling 
operations are now underway.

Since the City Council voted to pro-
ceed with the Bally’s casino development 
in May 2022, RNRA has endeavored to 
identify and advocate for adjustments to 

the plan with the goal of reducing harmful 
impacts to the surrounding communities, 
the citizens of Chicago, and the natural 
environment. The full nine-pages of rec-
ommendations can be accessed at https://
rnrachicago.org/casino-improvement-rec-
ommendations/.

On July 25, RNRA sent a letter to alder-
men Reilly, Burnett, and Hopkins, 18th 
District Cmdr. Michael Barz, and Deputy 
Chief Jon Hein, recommending several 
measures to improve public safety and 
reduce public disruption in the neighbor-

hoods surrounding the temporary and  
permanent facilities. RNRA appreciates 
the willingness of Bally’s representatives 
and administration officials to engage in 
meaningful dialogue about the impact of 
these casinos on the host communities and 
plans to meet with both parties in the near 
future to discuss these matters.

Currently, RNRA’s casino-related  
advocacy is focused on issues with the 
greatest impact on public safety, quality-
of-life, and infrastructure.

safety from p. 1

One of the Loop’s most noteworthy sky-
scrapers is now worth less than the loan at-
tached to it.

That’s right, the net equity held by most 
North Side property owners now tops that 
of one of our town’s signature buildings.

The 83-story Aon Center, 200 E. Ran-
dolph St., is one of an architecture lovers 
most beloved buildings in a town full of 
beloved trophy buildings. While its height 
remains the same, fiscally it is today half 
the building it once was.

A recent assessment has it valued at $414 
million, down 47% from the $780 million 
it was worth when a $536 million loan se-
cured by the property was issued in 2018 
to 601W, according to a report from credit 
ratings agency Morningstar.

Reporter Rachel Herzog of TheRealdeal.
com says that the building’s dropping valu-
ation is the latest twist in the New York-
based landlord’s fight to hold onto the 2.8 
million-square-foot office tower. 601W 
bought the Aon Center in 2015 for $712 

million. 
601W is the owner of some of Chicago’s 

other trophy properties, including the Old 
Post Office at 433 W. Van Buren St., the 
Civic Opera Building on Wacker Dr., and 
One South Wacker.

The special servicer for the loan - which 
was originated by JP Morgan before the 
debt was sold off to investors in commer-
cial mortgage-backed securities - approved 
a four-year extension this summer of the 
loan’s July maturity date. 

The extra time was granted after the 
landlord said it was unprepared to repay 
the debt and came up short with payments 
owed earlier this year to its mezzanine 
lenders in the deal, which provided a total 
of $142 million to the borrower at the time 
the larger mortgage loan was issued five 
years ago, says Herzog.

The building’s namesake tenant, insurer 
Aon, also negotiated terms for extending 
its lease as part of pushing out the matu-
rity, adding two years while downsizing by 

25% to about 300,000 square feet from the 
400,000 it previously occupied.

Special servicer LNR Partners started 
overseeing a $43 million tranche of the 
Aon Center debt package in February. LNR 
said they defaulted on the debt by inking a 
lease with Blue Cross Blue Shield Assoc. 
without the lender’s approval.

That kicked off a dispute between the 
lender and landlord over the tenant im-
provement allowance, which was resolved 
when the lender agreed to cover a $1.5 mil-
lion tenant improvement reserve for the 
building in return for a personal guarantee 
from the firm’s leadership for the balance 
of the $4.6 million tenant improvement al-
lowance, according to Morningstar.

601W had asked for an extension in 
March, when the firm fell short of cover-
ing expenses and mezzanine debt service 
due to property tax payments, according to 
a report from special servicer SitusAMC to 
Morningstar.

New appraisal puts Aon Center landlord underwater

While most of the reporting on the new 
temporary casino opening in River North 
has been about the opposition nearby 
neighbors and Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd] 
brought forward, the state’s stress test last 
week and the soft opening over the week-
end, missing perhaps in all that coverage is 
the success of one prominent River North 
property owner who hit the jackpot with 
the opening.

A longtime River North developer who 
long ago invested in the area has scored a 
big win with Bally’s taking over the land-
mark property he owned in Medinah Tem-
ple. Yes, Albert Friedman has won again.

The North Side real estate investor 
known as the “mayor of River North,” 

Landlord gets $20M from temporary Bally’s casino
struck a $20 million deal with the casino 
operator for the use of the historic building 
as a temporary gambling hall while Bally’s 
builds its permanent, $1.7 billion enter-
tainment complex at the Chicago Tribune 
printing plant in River West.

The Chicago Sun-Times reports that Bal-
ly’s will pay $16.5 million in total rent over 
a four-year term and $330,000 in manage-
ment fees, plus all the property tax, which 
has exceeded $1.1 million a year.

The politically connected Friedman has 
leased properties to influential figures in 
business and politics, including three may-
ors: Brandon Johnson, Lori Lightfoot, and 
Rahm Emanuel.

Friedman has played his cards right, 

if Bally’s chooses to extend the lease for 
an additional two years he stands to gain 
an extra $9.6 million in rent and manage-
ment fees, with Bally’s continuing to cover 
the property taxes, according to the Sun-
Times.

The decision to use the Medinah Temple 
as the temporary casino location came as 
a surprise to some, as Bally’s had initial-
ly expressed a preference to build one on 
the Tribune property, adjacent to the site 
of the permanent complex. However, city 
officials cited complications related to the 
replacement of the Chicago Ave. bridge as 
a reason for Bally’s to go with Medinah.

The temple is a 111-year-old building 
previously used by the Shriners frater-

nal organization and was part of Bloom-
ingdale’s Home Store for a while, but has 
now been accessorized with 750 slot ma-
chines and 50 table games. 

Last week Bally’s underwent a state-
mandated stress test to obtain a temporary 
operating permit, with expectations of gen-
erating monthly profits ranging from $3.5 
million to $5 million through the end of 
the year and potentially up to $60 million 
with a full year of gambling in 2024.

City officials are hopeful that the tempo-
rary casino will bring in up to $55 million 
in annual tax revenue, with the permanent 
casino projected to generate nearly $200 
million a year upon its expected opening 
in 2026.

The Aon Center, 200 E. Randolph St., is one 
of an architecture lovers most beloved build-
ings in a town full of beloved trophy buildings.




