
process.
In 2023, the alderman put a 

brick on co-owners Candace and 
Declan Morgan’s EOD license 
application, despite assurances 
from City Hall that their applica-
tion had been approved. As of this 
writing, they still have not been 
issued an EOD, and the outdoor 
dining season is almost over.

The Morgans say their busi-
ness is being targeted for holding 
fundraisers for Sam Royko and 
Proco ‘Joe’ Moreno. Both were 
running against La Spata for the 
1st Ward seat. 

The Irish Nobleman has and was 
granted an extended Patio Permit 
(EOD Permit DOT1260845) on 
Aug. 28, 2020, which The Irish 
Nobleman has maintained with-
out any violations or infractions 
through 2022, despite the 1st 
Ward office sending city inspec-
tors into the business 27 times in 
the last year as part of La Spata’s 
political harassment campaign.

The Morgan’s say the politici-
zation of the licensing process by 
La Spata has already cost them 
$250,000 in sales this year. In an 
agreement with new Mayor Bran-
don Johnson, aldermen are now 
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There will be a virtual com-
munity meeting 6 p.m. Tuesday. 
Sept. 26. regarding a proposed 
development for property along 
North Ave. between Wells and 
LaSalle in Old Town.

The plan includes several prop-
erties in the Old Town neighbor-
hood owned by Fern Hill, a Chi-
cago-based developer, and The 
Moody Church. Several large 
notable neighborhood properties 
are included in and around the 
intersection of North Ave. and 
LaSalle Dr., including the former 
Treasure Island Grocery Store 
space on Wells St. 

The meeting is being hosted by 
the 2nd Ward Office, and reser-
vations are being taken at https://
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/regis-
ter/WN_wg56OvzLRpWYAug-
9ax1oQ#/registration. Those 

Virtual community meeting  
Sept. 26 on North, LaSalle,  

Clark development
who need help registering for the 
meeting may contact the ward of-
fice at ward02@cityofchicago.org 
or 312-643-2299.

After a multi-year process 
and previous conceptual conver-
sations and presentations, this 
Zoom meeting will allow for  
developer, Fern Hill, to present a  
specific proposal. Founded in  
2018, Fern Hill is a privately-
held real estate development and  
investment firm.

The Moody Church has served 
as a longstanding member of the 
Old Town community with 150-
year roots. The Church has called 
their current Sanctuary home 
since 1925. The Moody Church 
has over 2,100 active members 
with representation across the 
city.

In life, as in chess, forethought wins.

—  Charles Buxton

BY RONALD ROENIGk

Pushed to the point of insolven-
cy over political persecution, one 
small business is fighting back by 
filing a lawsuit against the City 
of Chicago and Ald. Daniel La 
Spata [1st.]

The complaint was filed Sept. 
14 by the owners of The Irish No-
bleman Pub, 1367 W. Erie St., and 
cites a case of political retaliation 
in violation of the First Amend-
ment, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 
1983 in violation of Plaintiffs’ 
right to free speech.

The popular pub, restaurant and 
ice cream stand is seeking a writ 
of mandamus directing the City to 
issue the necessary approval and 
permits for its extended outdoor 
dining area. Without mandamus 
relief, The Irish Nobleman says it 
will be irreparably harmed. 

Also joining the case is The 
Bar Shop, 921 W. Armitage Ave., 
which wants to redress state law 
claims for interference with pro-
spective economic advantage.

Small business targeted  
by alderman files suit

La Spata charged  
with political retaliation  
in violation  
of the First Amendment

The case revolves around an 
act of brazen Chicago Machine 
politics, as the pub owner, Declan 
Morgan, supported the opposition 
candidate in the last aldermanic 
election. 

After La Spata won a narrow 
election victory in March, he set 
his sights on getting revenge on 
those who supported the losing 
candidate, Sam Royko. In The 
Irish Nobleman’s case, that was 
through La Spata’s overt politi-
cization of the city’s Expanded 
Outdoor Dining [EOD] licensing suit see p. 12

Old Town residents and city of-
ficials may be about to turn on the 
lights and call an end to the late 
night party scene in Old Town if 
Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd] gets his 
way.

The North Side alderman 
wants to stop the city from issu-
ing any new 4 a.m. liquor licenses 
on Wells St, a long-time center of 
entertainment.

On Sept. 14, Ald. Hopkins in-
troduced a pair of ordinances to 
City Council that could stop any 

The party’s over,  
late night moratorium  
coming to Old Town

Party scene  
may see crackdown

expansion of late night liquor ser-
vice. The proposal expresses his 
and his constituents frustrations 
over the police’s inability to han-
dle the growing troubles.

But troubles are not new to 
Old Town. For decades the area 
was a destination for Midwest-
ern youth seeking entertainment 
and a counter culture. During the 
1950s it was the first place that 
saw a blooming gay community, 
and during the 1960s and 70s the 
neighborhood was the center of 
hippie and yippie counter culture. 
It had several head shops and pot 
shops back in the day. But that 

Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd] last 
week introduced an ordinance 
into City Counsel to establish an 
Automated Muffler Noise En-
forcement Pilot Program. 

If it is passed by the full City 
Council, the ordinance (Section 
9-76-140 (a), Chapter 9-109 of the 
code) allows the City to procure 
cameras and recording equipment 
with the ability to issue automated 
citations that would be mailed to 
the owners of vehicles and motor-
cycles with modified mufflers or 

‘Noise pollution’ enforcement cameras  
proposed for areas south of North Ave.

removed exhaust systems. 
These cameras will be installed 

within the pilot area bounded by 
North and Ashland avenues, I-55 
and Lake Michigan. The ordi-
nance would take effect on Jan. 
1, 2024.

The bills sponsors say they’re 
following the guidance of the 
World Health Organization 
[WHO] which claims that traffic 
noise is the “second worst envi-
ronmental stressor affecting hu-
man health.” The WHO’s study 

The expansion joints on the 
Michigan Ave. bridge are under 
repair now at the intersection 
with Wacker Dr. as well as just 
north of the Chicago River.

The project will be ongoing 
now through Oct. 6, from 10 p.m. 
to 6 a.m.

The project consists of replac-
ing expansion joint glands at six 
joints just north of the river and 

Michigan Ave. bridge repairs
replacing the expansion joint sys-
tem for the joint at the south end 
of the Michigan and Wacker in-
tersection.

A one-lane rolling closure will 
be in place each night during con-
struction hours and will be put 
out and picked up each day. Both 
sidewalks will remain open to 
traffic at all times.

Work has begun in Lincoln Park as developers begin to insert a huge 
six story building into the middle of what once was The Second Church of 
Christ Scientist. Already gone  to dust and sky, (as is evident in this photo) 
is the beautiful domed ceiling that was once the architectural centerpiece 
of this 120 year old Church.                                        Photo by Jim Matusik

claims that noise pollution ac-
counts “for more than 1 million 
healthy years of life lost annu-
ally.”

Those violating the noise ordi-
nance would be captured on cam-
eras mounted to city light poles, 
and other locations, and get tick-
ets sent to them in the mail.

The proposal was co-spon-
sored by North Side aldermen 
Brian Hopkins [2nd], and Timmy 
knudson [43rd.].

scene recently has gotten ugly, 
with violence and shootings oc-
curring too frequently. 

If the new ordinances are ad-
opted, the laws would establish 
a liquor moratorium on Wells St. 
from W. Schiller St. to North Ave. 
The alderman wants no more late 
night liquor licenses issued on this 
stretch. Hopkins said all exist-
ing liquor license holders would 
be grandfathered in, but that he 
would oppose any new establish-
ments getting late-night licenses. 
The ordinances calls for a full 

moratorium see p. 12

Cannabis Assoc. backs  
Ald. Hopkins pot ordinance, page 3

After La Spata won  
a narrow election  

victory in March, he 
set his sights on getting 
revenge on those who 
supported the losing 

candidate, Sam Royko. 
In The Irish Nobleman’s 
case, that was through 

La Spata’s overt  
politicization of the 

city’s Expanded Outdoor 
Dining [EOD]  

licensing process.

The site (in pink) of the proposed development for property along North 
Ave. between Wells and LaSalle in Old Town will be discussed Sept. 26.
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front of the Belden Stratford Hotel, 
Mon Ami gabi’s long home. 

I, truthfully, always hear animal 
roars resounding for real outside. 
Lions and tigers are within breath-
ing distance. Maybe just in the 
mating season. But it makes me 
think of the Paris Zoo. The one that 
famed Maxim’s cooked and served 
during the Imperial german siege 
of the French capitol in 1870, dur-
ing the Franco-Prussian War.

Fancy French folk 
dined on tiger, zebra 
and giraffe back then. 
U.S. Ambassador to 
France, Chicagoan 
Elihu B. Washburne, 
was President Ulysses 
S. grant’s man in the 
embattled city. He en-
dured much suffering 
and starvation while 
in Paris. And terrible 

anger from the local Frenchies 
who believed he had private food 
sources. 

Not true. Paris took its toll. Even 
pickles looked good. 

When Mon Ami said they’d 
seat me at 4:30 or 5, I jumped at 
the chance. A quick clean up of 
paints and brushes, donned layers 
of outer clothing to keep me warm. 
But I still took a scarf along on my 
French adventure.

Restaurant staff led by kevin 
were charming and helpful seating 
me in the early bird special dining 
room. Just one female diner already 
munching. 

I needed to treat myself back to 
feeling good. So I skipped a grey 
goose martini and drank a glass of 
classic French champagne served 
in a coupe glass. Filled to the 
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A Chicago pickle of a night.
Some warm days of autumn are 

too good to last. All the quadrants 
of weather seem to ripen almost at 
once. Climate spontaneity reaches 
new records, and the promise of the 
season is almost beyond imaging. 

Temperatures are tinged with 
spring conditions, urging the use 
of sweaters, jeans and quality cot-
tons. 

Favorite flip-flops are still in the 
summer picture though. 

Collegiate hoodies boast Ivy 
League travels. Exotic teas find 
themselves brewed on ice and “al 
fresco” dining still fills the horizon 
in trusted summer salad sandwich-
es of the lobster, chicken or egg 
variety. 

This is weather made for Chi-
cago’s lakefront. Enhancing pic-
nics, BBQs and late season sails on 
great Lake waters. Splashing boats 
and sailors still left in the water. 
And the unforgettable pleasure of 
eating your homemade bread and 
butter pickles from a jar. Don’t let 
them intimidate you. grab a mason 
jar. Make some Chicago pickles.

you’ll need 3 lbs of pickling cu-
cumbers. Thin skinned, no waxy 
ones. One pound of onions, 3 cups 
apple cider vinegar, one cup sugar. 
Quarter cup pickling salt, 2 quarts 
ice or very cold water is good for 

rinsing pickles.
Now concoct a pickling brine in 

large pot with sugar, tablespoon of 
mustard seed, tablespoon of celery 
seed, tablespoon of ground turmer-
ic, tablespoon of peppercorns and, 
3 cups of vinegar. 

Just bring to a boil. Then add 
sliced onions and pickle slices to 
the boiling mixture. Ten minutes. 
Then take the pickles and onions 
out. Place in large bowl and rinse 
them well with ice water. Rinse 
thoroughly.

Return pickles and onions to a 
low boil while you get the steril-
ized jars ready. Now just fill the 
jars with the pickles, onions and the 
boiled brine mixture. Make sure 
you leave about a two inch space in 
the top of the jar.

Let pickles stand for four weeks. 
This recipe is more about can-

ning than cooking. Eat these pick-
les all winter with cheese or sand-
wiches. They’re delicious.

The Rush St. Triangle itself is 
in a pickle during these autumn 
days, filled curb to curb and table 
to table with hungry 
diners. Munching on 
lazy lunches that will 
fill pleasant memories 
when winter snows 
dust the gold Coast 
neighborhood. The 
streetscape will be 
glistening in frosty 
conditions and icicles. 
But nothing will be 
more memorable than 
the warmth of those homemade 
pickles.

Rainy weather till now darkened 
the conditions of post-Labor Day 
festivities, but in my world that’s 
weather made for painting, pickles, 
and the brisk surprised conditions 
that make for the perfect climate 
for paint brush, tubes of paint and 
fresh-stretched canvas. 

One afternoon I was riddled with 
paint. Hungry, andnd extra-kookie 
from settling into studio work all 
day long. So I needed to find a place 
to solve all my work stress. Mon 
Ami gabi, with its French cuisine, 
was just the location. I arrived early 
to make sure I had a table, to beat 
the crowd.

It was warm and breezy, and very 
urbane along Lincoln Park West in 

In the sunset of autumn

A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

BAR AND GRILL

1050 N. State St.
Open 10 a.m. to 4 a.m. 365 days a year  
312-266-6340                              dublinschicago.com

brim, I warned myself not to gulp 
or guzzle.

Server Eric, busboy Xavier and 
bartender Henry were all very wel-
coming.  

The French butter on 
the crunchy baguette 
guaranteed the authen-
ticity of my meal. The 
pickled radish made me 
laugh thinking of my 
father, Mossy. He loved 
red radishes. We always 
had them. I disliked 
them intensely. And it 
was decades before I’d 
put a slice of radish in 
my mouth. 

Since it was lake-
front chilly I ordered 
the French Onion soup. 
Extra hot, I requested. And soon I 
was bathing in the sweet, flavor-
ful French warmth of the crusty, 
cheesy cauldron of soup. 

I also ordered another coupe of 
champagne. Why not. I was pleased 
at my artistic work load, including 
my new column, “An Irish Com-
plex,” published now in the Irish 
American News. So more bubbly 
was appropriate. 

Since I ordered the steak pomme 
frites, rare, with Roquefort, I knew 
I’d want some Cote du Rhone as a 
sidekick. 

Anyway, I was taking some 
notes as I usually do, when the 
women seated near me started chit-
chatting. Lovely, witty, intelligent 
women of the world. A chocolate 
mousse lover declaring Mon Ami’s 
the best. 

After polishing off my steak, 
mousse would be next. Perfect, like 
the steak, with the Cote du Rhone.

Restaurant officials all kindly 
stopped to say hello and kibbutz 
about the food or wine. Of course 
I can hold my own with them, I’m 
a foodie. Then I was sorry not to 
have called up Sugar Rautbord to 
join me. Our cookery book is go-
ing well. More to add but nearing 
an end.

I hope you will treat yourself to 
a nice lunch or dinner soon. Sip 
the bubbly at a place you love. Eat 
steak and chocolate mousse. And 
if you’re like me you will be ener-
gized to start another canvas. In the 
sunset of Chicago autumn. A tasty 
pickle of a night.

LYRIC OPERA: Anthony 
Freud, 65, the CEO of Chicago’s 
Lyric Opera, announced that he is 
leaving his post at the end of the 

season, two years early. 
He truly helped to as-
sist the Lyric in remap-
ping its international 
exposure and giving 
dynamic leadership be-
ing an indispensable ar-
tistic and cultural force 
in Chicago.

A WIN: A settle-
ment, in his favor, of 
the lawsuit he filed in 
2018 against his land-
lord for alleged retalia-
tion for news stories he 
wrote and published. 
Steven Dahlman, a 

sometimes reporter for this news-
paper, just won his self-defended 
legal court battle. After renting an 
apartment at Marina City for five 
years, Michael Michalak abruptly 
decided to not renew his lease a few 
days after he met with the build-
ing’s condo board president, Ellen 
Chessick. Chessick was mentioned 
in news stories about Restaurant.
com, a troubled company at the 
time that she co-owned with her 
husband, attorney Kenneth Ches-
sick. The courts found them in 
violation of the City of Chicago 

autumn see p. 8

By Thomas J. O’Gorman

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor

Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer   10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place  

(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer 

7:30 pm Bible Study

Open Arms United 
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

817 Grace St.   773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org

3000 N. Broadway
Call 773-348-5510 to arrange curbside pick-up

www.barryregentcleaners.com

Perfecting “The Art of Clean” since 1950

Optimized cleaning for each garment.  
We have a complete arsenal  
of three cleaning methods;  
two types of dry-cleaning  
PLUS aqua-cleaning.

Elihu B. Washburne

Anthony Freud

Enjoy the pleasure of eating homemade bread and butter pickles from a 
jar. Don’t let them intimidate you. Grab a mason jar, and let’s make some 
Chicago pickles.
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R E S T A U R A N T

Illinois has some of the highest prices 
for legal marijuana in America today, and 
those high prices have kept traditional il-
legal sales strong. Some estimates show 
there is as much as $2 billion in illegal pot 
sales now going on in Illinois, much of it 
taking place in Chicago.

your neighborhood back alley dope  
dealers have thrived by undercutting the 
sky-high prices found at dispensaries, 
who are weighed down by fixed labor and 
overhead costs, high taxation and ardu-
ous licensing processes many times tied to 
politics. 

Now, the pot industry is backing new 
regulations being pushed in City Hall by 
one North Side alderman. 

The Cannabis Business Assoc. of Illi-
nois [CBAI] has released a statement sup-
porting Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd] and an 
ordinance he is pushing through the Public 
Safety Committee to reestablish stronger 
safeguards for the regulation of pot prod-
ucts.

(The CBAI is a statewide non-profit as-
sociation that serves as the voice of Illinois’ 
cannabis industry insiders.)

Due to the high costs placed on mari-
juana sales, the local industry today has a 
strong black market, with sellers bringing 
in high powered pot from nearby low-cost, 

Cannabis Assoc. backs  
Ald. Hopkins ordinance over 
regulation of pot products, 
but illegal sales still thrive

out of state growers. 
Dope dealers in the black market do not 

charge any of the myriad taxes added to the 
cost of retail pot, so they have a built in 
advantage. Much of the illegal weed in Il-
linois is coming from Michigan, Colorado, 
Oklahoma, Oregon and California, who all 
now reportedly have a glut of supply, driv-
ing down prices.

Oklahoma and Michigan have no cap on 
growers licenses. In Oklahoma, estimates 
are that there are two plants being pro-
duced for every one resident in the state. 
“you can get an ounce of flower for $15 
down there, and people are losing their 
companies, their homes, their livelihoods 
because of the oversaturation,” marijuana 
grower Tyler Dutcher told The Big Rapids 
News, in Michigan.

While regulators may try to deny it,  
competition among cannabis growers 
in border states is increasing. In 2021, 
the number of municipalities allowing  
marijuana businesses jumped to 118 from 
87 in Michigan alone, while the number 
of licensed businesses jumped by nearly 
150 to 1,238. Between 2020 and 2022, the 
number of growers nearly quadrupled to 
1,250, and more than a third of those are 

ordinance see p. 10

Due to an increase in the number of 
newly arrived migrants illegally crossing 
over America’s southern border, the City 
of Chicago has decided to reopen the 19th 
Police District, 2452 W. Belmont Ave., and 
use it as a migrant arrival center.

Refugee asylum seekers and migrants 
have been allowed to shelter in police sta-
tions across the city, on the orders of former 
mayor Lori Lightfoot, and Mayor Brandon 
Johnson. It is not immediately known if 
migrants are already in the former police 
station, how many people will be staying 
at the station, or for how long.

The work of city government on the  
migrant crisis has lacked clarity and trans-
parency for some time, and city officials 
have been placing migrants in communi-
ties with zero or little advance notice to 
nearby residents.

City officials are working to house 
the migrants while an estimated 64,000  
Chicagoans are without permanent hous-
ing. The city reports that more than 15,200 
migrants have arrived in Chicago in the 

last year.
The 19th District police station on West-

ern Ave. was closed by former Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel, and combined with the 
23rd District in a new facility on Addison 
St. in Lakeview East.

The city is now seeking volunteers to 
support the new arrivals, to help provide 
meals and assistance.

Both the 10th and 19th precincts are 
seeking support. For those who will be liv-
ing at the 19th district the city is looking 
for help providing bedding, three meals 
a day, and other basic needs like laundry, 
showers, transit and communication sup-
port.

Those who would like to volunteer to 
help may contact the LakeView Lutheran 
Church, Saint Mary of the Lake and Our 
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, The 
Salvation Army, Centro Romero, and the 
Offices of the 44th, 46th, and 47th wards. 
Volunteers for the 19th Precinct shelter 
should plan for sustained support as new 
temporary shelters are opened in the area.

Former 19th Dist. police 
station now a migrant center
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by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

Mortgage rates 7%-plus squeeze 
North Side home sales

Those 7%-plus mortgage inter-
est rates—a 22-year high nation-
wide—really shot a torpedo into 
the confidence of Chicago home 
buyers in August.

Just when home buyers were 
getting adjusted to 6.5% mortgage 
interest rates, the Federal Reserve 
Board pushed the button to nudge 
the rates into the 7%-plus range.

All this negative home-loan 
news had a downward impact on 
home sales in the key North Side 
neighborhoods of Near North, 
gold Coast, Old Town, Lincoln 
Park, Lakeview and North Cen-
ter, reported Baird & Warner’s 
Chicago September Market Anal-
ysis, authored by John Irwin and 
Jackie Lafferty.

The Baird & Warner report, 
titled “Push Forward vs. Push 
Back” outlined the tug-of-war 
going on in today’s North Side 
residential resale real estate mar-
ket. Here are a few of the report 
highlights:

• Interest rates: Apparently, 
nervous would-be home buyers 
are at a crossroads because of 
mortgage-rate creep.

On Sept. 14, benchmark 30-year 
fixed home loan rates rose to an 
average of 7.18% nationwide from 
7.12% a week earlier, reported the 
Freddie Mac Primary Mortgage 
Market Survey. A year ago at this 
time, lenders were charging an 
average of 6.02% on a 30-year 
fixed mortgage.

The 15-year fixed loan average 
on September 14th was 6.51%, 
down from 6.52% a week earlier. 
A year ago, lenders were charg-
ing 5.21% on 15-year fixed  mort-
gages.  

“Mortgage rates inched back up 
last week and remained anchored 
north of 7%,” said Sam khater, 
Freddie Mac’s chief economist. 
“The re-acceleration of inflation 
and strength in the economy is 
keeping mortgage rates elevated.”

• Home sales: August was the 
18th consecutive month of home 
sales activity decline in the key 
half dozen neighborhoods ana-
lyzed by Baird & Warner—gold 
Coast, Near North, Old Town, 
Lincoln Park, Lakeview and 
North Center. However, the good 
news is the reported home sales 
declines were only 6.7%—the 
single digit—drop was the lowest 
since April 2022.

• Price appreciation: More 
good news. For the fifth consecu-
tive month home resale prices 
increased. The uptick in August 
was 3.2% compared with Aug. 
2022. year-to-date median prices 
are running 0.6% head of 2022. 
“Despite multiple offers, low 
market times and a shortage of in-
ventory, prices are fairly stable,” 
Irwin noted.

• Transfer tax: Treading heavy 
political waters, Mayor Brandon 
Johnson is beginning to realize he 
has to compromise with powerful 
real estate interests on the contro-
versial “Mansion Tax.”

The mayor has proposed low-
ering the transfer tax on homes 
priced under $1-million. How-
ever, the tax proposal would 
significantly increase the tax on 
homes priced between $1-millon 
and $2-million. Homes priced 
at more than $2-million would 
be hammered with a quadrupole 
transfer tax. This could cause an 
exodus of wealthy home buyers to 
the suburbs. 

• Crime: The city of Chicago 
reports that violent crime is de-
creasing, but the perceptions of 
home buyers are the opposite. 
Many say they are opting to move 
to the suburbs to avoid carjacks, 
muggings and street crime.

Mortgage-hunting advice
Freddie Mac’s khater advised 

would-be home buyers to shop 
around for the best interest-rate 
quote. “Freddie Mac research 

suggests home buyers can save 
$600 to $1,200 a year by applying 
for mortgages at multiple lend-
ers,” he said.

For example, on September 
14 First Bank of Hegewisch was 
quoting 6.723% on a 30-year 
fixed mortgage for borrowers 
who place a 20% down payment, 
and pay a loan fee of $615, ac-
cording to RateSeeker.com.

On Sept. 14, Mutual of Omaha 
was quoting 6.944% on 30-year 
fixed mortgages with 20% down 
and a loan fee of $850. The rate 
on 15-year fixed loan was 6.5% 
with a 5% down payment and a 
fee of $850.  

Zoning for former Hasted St. 
theater conversion approved

Last week the Chicago City 
Council approved the $53 million 
mixed-use development planned 
at 1649 N. Halsted St., in my old 
childhood neighborhood. Led by 
Draper and kramer, the project 
will replace the shuttered Royal 
george Theater and adjacent 
four-story parking garage. 

The former theater space is 
now considered obsolete. It was 
marketed to other theater com-
panies including to Steppenwolf 
across the street, and ultimately 
its size and configuration made it 
unsuitable as a theater.

Holding 131 rental apartments, 
the site will only offer 34 off-
street parking spaces for residents, 
commercial tenants and their em-
ployees. That means neighbors 
can expect a large volume of car-
share vehicles, and daily food 
and package deliveries vehicles 
will be double parking all over 
the area, clogging Halsted St. for 
years to come.

This part of Halsted St. is al-
ready very narrow, and handi-
capped by bike lanes. The nearby 
North/Halsted/Clybourn inter-
section is highly congested, and 
if just two Amazon-style trucks 
double park in the north and 
southbound lanes, traffic will be 
severely impeded. 

The lack of parking provided in 
a high density building like this 
does not mean vehicles do not 
service the building, it just means 
the vehicles drawn to this building 
will have no off-street location to 
load and unload their passengers 
and packages. 

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.
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It’s mostly negative home-loan news now with high interest rates creating 
a downward impact on home sales on North Side neighborhoods like Near 
North, Gold Coast, Old Town, Lincoln Park, Lakeview and North Center.

Last week this newspaper re-
ported on plans to extend the Red 
Line Extension [RLE] south from 
95th to 130th streets.

In that coverage we questioned 
where an additional $400 mil-
lion in needed funds for the RLE 
project might come from, and 
whether it would be taken from 
the highly profitable RPM TIF on 
the North Side. 

We went to press before the 
CTA was able to respond to our 
question, but the CTA has since 
weighed in. 

Catherine Hosinski, a spokes-
person for the CTA, tells us that 
there are presently no plans to 
use RPM Transit TIF funds for 
the RLE project. She says that the 
“remaining funds needed for the 
RLE project will [come from] a 
mix of local and federal sources 
including the dedicated RLE 
Transit TIF, Congestion Mitiga-
tion and Air Quality Improve-
ment funding and other sources, 
including CTA bonds.” 

She said that the CTA is unable 
at this point “to provide specif-
ics as we are still waiting to learn 
how much the project will re-
ceive from some of these funding 
sources.”

She also clarified that the cur-
rent estimated funding gap is 
closer to $400 million, “as CTA 
has already received and spent 
some funding as part of the proj-
ect planning process.” This news-
paper had estimated the funding 
gap at $688 million.

Update on RPM TIF funds
We also asked Hosinski if she 

had any idea how or where excess 
tax collections from the RPM 
TIF might be reallocated within, 
or outside of the RPM TIF zone 
(one-half mile wide, running 
from Devon Ave. south to North 
Ave.). She has not yet responded 
to that question.

The RPM TIF is the largest TIF 
district in Chicago, and covers 
some of the most highly assessed 
real estate in the city. In 2020 the 
RPM TIF created about $140.3 
million in revenue. In 2021 it was 
$190.1 million, an increase of al-
most $50 million in one year. 

The RPM TIF has turned into 
a massive cash cow, it is now the 
highest grossing TIF in all of 
Chicago. Over its 35-year life, it 
should create at least three times 
more in gross revenue than it 
needs to pay for the RPM project. 
One of the critical features of a 
TIF district is that the city is sup-
posed to reinvest funds collected 
within the TIF district back into 
the geographic zone from which 
it came. 

As the RPM TIF is fully within 
this newspaper’s coverage area, 
trust that this newspaper will 
continue to ask public officials 
what will become of these tax-
payer dollars, as the total amount 
of excess cash the RPM TIF will 
generate should rise to billion or 
more dollars.

Treading heavy  
political waters,  

Mayor Brandon Johnson 
is beginning to realize 
he has to compromise 

with powerful  
real estate interests  
on the controversial 

“Mansion Tax.”

One of the critical  
features of a TIF district 

is that the city is  
supposed to reinvest 

funds collected within 
the TIF district back 

into the geographic zone 
from which it came.
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By MARIA PAPPAS
 
Many Cook County homeowners are los-

ing thousands of dollars in savings because 
they are not taking advantage of property 
tax breaks.

My office recently helped an older cou-
ple on the North Side receive $2,447 in re-
funds. They didn’t know they were eligible 
to receive a tax break under the Senior Cit-
izen Exemption [SCE]. That is a surpris-
ingly common occurrence.

Edmundo and Mirta Figueroa called in 
to a weekly radio show I host. They have 
been married for many years and own a 
home in Avondale. 

Edmundo is retired after working as an 
engineer for Chicago Public Schools [CPS]. 
He met his future wife in the 1980s when 
they worked together at a city school.

They received a Homeowner’s Exemp-
tion on their property, but until recently 
were unaware they should also have been 
receiving a SCE. Homeowners are eligible 
for the SCE if they are 65 years or older 
and occupy their property as their primary 
residence.

Edmundo didn’t know he and his wife 
could apply for the benefit as soon as Mirta 
turned 65.

“She was a senior citizen for three years 
before I was, so we got those three years 
back,” Edmundo told me. “She’s 70, I’m 
66.”

Our office can help homeowners receive 
refunds for up to four years of missed ex-
emptions for homeowners, senior citizens, 
people with disabilities and disabled veter-
ans. However, if the county owes refunds 
because a property owner overpaid, tax-

Treasurers’ office helped  
North Side couple get  

$2,447 property tax refund
payers can seek refunds going back 20 
years after the date they overpaid.

We helped Edmundo and Mirta receive 
refunds for missed SCE for a total of four 
years, 2018 through 2021. The amounts 
were $545 for 2021, $602 for 2020, $639 
for 2019 and $659 for 2018 for a grand total 
of $2,447.

I asked Ed-
mundo what he 
planned to do 
with the money.

“I’m going to 
save it and buy 
something good 
for me and her,” 
he said.

Edmundo told 
me he earned 
$2.71 an hour 
when he started 

working for CPS in the 1980s. He learned 
about the potential refund while watching 
TV in December when my office held a 
phone bank with ABC7 reporter Samantha 
Chatman. 

Homeowners can visit our website at 
cookcountytreasurer.com and click on the 
purple box that says, “your Property Tax 
Overview” on the home page. Visitors can 
search using their address or Property In-
dex Number. Results will display a picture 
of their home and show whether taxpayers 
have overpaid taxes or missed exemptions 
that could qualify them for refunds. 

To learn how we’ve helped homeown-
ers like Edmundo and Mirta receive re-
funds, tune in to “Black Houses Matter” 
on WVON-AM 1690 every Monday from 
11:30 a.m. to noon.

Maria Pappas

By MATT MEDINA

The Chicago Public Schools, Chicago 
Housing Authority, Chicago Park District, 
Cook County, Metropolitan Water Recla-
mation District and now the State of Illi-
nois… is there any sector of Illinois gov-
ernment that didn’t have staff involved in a 
Payroll Protection Plan scam?

The Office of Executive Inspector  
general for the Agencies of the Illinois 
governor [OEIg] released a report last 
week detailing a Paycheck Protection  
Program [PPP] fraud investigation. The  
report unveiled 177 Illinois State employ-
ees that took roughly $4.5 million dollars 
in loans, based on falsified information. 

Illinois Ethics Matters, through the 
OEIg, released the results of a large-scale 
PPP Loan investigation that began in 
2022. PPP loans were initiated during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which were intend-
ed to be used for providing relief to small 
businesses facing hardship from govern-
ment-imposed lockdowns. The loans were 
eligible for forgiveness through the govern-
ment if a business used the funds for quali-
fying expenses. 

The problem? Now federal, state, and 
local jurisdictions across the country are 
scrambling to uncover the mismanagement 
of this program. Some individuals and 
businesses were able to apply for PPP loans 
under faulty information, instead using it 
as a “grant” for their business. The inves-
tigation focused particularly on businesses 
that made over $100k a year, which would 
typically receive $20k or more in loans. 

The OEIg initiated the investigation  
after matching a high number of loan  
applicants to Illinois state employees. 

The OEIg originally started their inves-
tigation with 438 total employees, having 
since then referred 177 of these cases to 
a law enforcement agency. Roughly $4.5 
million in PPP loans is connected to the 
referred cases. Of the 177 employees, 132 

OEIG report:  
Illinois State employees 

involved in PPP loan fraud
were from the Dept. of Human Resources, 
25 from Children and Family Services, 
eight from Healthcare and Family Ser-
vices, four from Employment Security, 
three each from Public Health and Veteran  
Affairs, and one each from Revenue and 
Natural resources. No specific names and/
or business involved in the investigation 
have yet been released.

The PPP money scam was hardly the 
largest pandemic theft in Illinois. Inves-
tigators believe billions in benefits were 
wrongly taken from the Illinois Dept. of 
Employment Security [IDES] during the 
pandemic. An Illinois Auditor general’s 
report revealed that the IDES overpaid 
benefits by more than $5 billion during the 
pandemic between 2020 and 2022.

Many are calling the PPP the largest 
fraud in U.S. history, a nationwide theft of 
hundreds of billions of dollars in taxpayer 
money intended to help those harmed by 
the coronavirus pandemic and government 
shutdown.

The prevalence of COVID relief fraud 
has been known for some time, but the 
enormous scope and part government  
employees played in the scam are only  
now becoming clear. Most of the losses are 
considered unrecoverable.

In an unanticipated turn of events, May-
or Brandon Johnson and city leadership 
channeled their inner Erich Honecker and 
Stasi Comrades this past Saturday evening 
(Sept 15th) with the complete walling off 
of Chicago.  

Johnson’s Wall was enacted using the 
iron and steel of the city’s Salt Trucks; ef-
fectively shutting the city off from vehicu-
lar traffic. Regardless of ethnic background 
or socioeconomic status, from those who 

East Berlin on the Lake

Letter to the Editor

were celebrating Mexican Independence 
Day, workers from every walk of life, tour-
ists and residents were smacked across the 
face with the iron fist of Chicago’s new re-
gime.  

Who knew Chairman Johnson would ob-
tain his totalitarian bona fides so quickly?  

Tom Wisniewski 
Gold Coast

Of the 177 employees,  
132 were from the Dept. of  

Human Resources, 25 from 
Children and Family Services, 

eight from Healthcare and 
Family Services, four from Em-

ployment Security, three each 
from Public Health  

and Veteran Affairs, and one 
each from Revenue  

and Natural resources.
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Police 
Beat

Five men attack, rob woman  
near Lincoln Park Zoo

A woman was physically attacked 
and robbed by five men near the 
Lincoln Park Zoo on Sept. 13, Chica-
go police said. The offenders remain 
on the loose.

It happened around 9:35 p.m. in 
the 2100 block of N. Lincoln Park 
West, the street that runs along the 
west edge of the park from Fuller-
ton.

A 25-year-old woman was outside 
when a gold sedan pulled up, and 
about five robbers stepped out of 
the car. They struck her in the face, 
took her valuables, and then headed 
south in the vehicle, according to a 
police spokesperson.

Police said the group did not 
display weapons or imply that they 
were armed.

After the attack, the woman 
sought help at a nearby restaurant. 
Officers who responded to the call 
said the robbers were Black males 
between 17 and 19 years old who 
wore ski masks. Their car is an older 
model with tinted windows, front 
bumper damage, and dents around 
the vehicle.

Area Three detectives are han-
dling the investigation.

On Sept. 9, several DePaul Univ. 
students were assaulted and robbed 
during a crime spree on and near the 
school’s Lincoln Park campus.

Later that day, the school’s presi-
dent acknowledged the “sad reality” 
of crime in Chicago.

“Chicago continues to face ongo-
ing challenges with criminal activity 
across the city. We must acknowl-
edge this sad reality and respond 
accordingly,” said President Robert 
L. Manuel to his school community.

Manuel said the school had “filed 
our concerns with the mayor, police 
commander and elected officials.”

Man gets eight years for robbing 
high school students  
at knifepoint  
on CTA train downtown

A Chicago man has been sen-
tenced to eight years for robbing 
two high school students at knife-
point on a CTA train in 2021. A judge 
handed him a consecutive three 
years for battering a Cook County 
correctional officer while he was in 
jail awaiting trial.

Trenton Tidwell, 22, pleaded 
guilty to armed robbery and ag-
gravated battery of a peace officer 
in exchange for the sentences from 
Judge Steven Watkins. Tidwell faced 
several other charges, including 
multiple counts of battering other 
correctional officers, but prosecu-
tors dropped those in the plea deal.

The robbery victims were head-
ing home from De La Salle Institute 
in Bronzeville when Tidwell asked 
them for money on an inbound 
Green Line train around 5:30 p.m. 
Sept. 10, 2021, prosecutors said. The 
students declined, and Tidwell went 
to a different car, only to return and 
order the teens to hand over their 
wallets and phones at knifepoint, 
according to the allegations.

One of the victims dropped their 
wallet on the train floor, and both 
victims ran from the train into the 

the victims’ gray 2011 Mitsubishi 
Lancer, according to police.

No suspect descriptions were re-
leased.

In Old Town, two people were 
robbed in separate incidents just a 
few moments apart around 12:18 
p.m.

Three offenders approached a man 
in the 300 block of W. Old Town Ct. and 
demanded his property at gunpoint, 
a CPD report said. One of the robbers 
fired a gun during the holdup, but no 
injuries were reported.

Moments later, the group robbed a 
woman in the 400 block of W. Goethe. 
She told police she thought she heard 
a gunshot before three people took 
her purse at gunpoint as she walked 
from a nearby grocery store.

The Old Town suspects are two 
Black males and a Black female. They 
all appeared to be between 15 and 17 
years old. One wore a green hoodie, 
another wore a gray hoodie, and the 
female had red coloring in her braids, 
according to officers who responded 
to the calls.

Man on parole for robbing  
six businesses robbed two more  
in Lincoln Square

Chicago police say the man who 
robbed two North Side businesses at 
closing time last week is Williamomo 
Peray, a 44-year-old man on parole 
after getting an 18-year sentence in 
2014 for robbing six businesses in the 
city.

Officers ar-
rested Peray 
near his home 
in the 5300 
block of N. Lin-
coln on Sept. 
12.

He is charged 
with robbing 
an unidentified 
business in the 

5700 block of N. California on Sept. 11 
and robbing two businesses located 
about a half-block apart Sept. 6, ac-
cording to a CPD media statement.

At about 11:24 p.m. that night, a 
woman was closing Kimberli Sushi & 
Thai Cuisine, 2547 W. Lawrence, when 
a robber walked in and demanded 
money from the register, according to 
police. The offender, who did not dis-
play a weapon, fled on foot.

Around the same time, a man en-
tered The Green Post, 4749 N. Rock-
well, as a 33-year-old male employee 
was shutting down the bar. The rob-
ber walked up to the counter and de-
manded money from the register. He 
did not display a weapon and fled on 
foot, according to CPD.

Illinois Dept. of Corrections records 
show Peray is currently on parole, 
having been released from custody 
on July 8, 2022.

He was given six concurrent 18-
year sentences in 2014 for robbing 
convenience stores, a restaurant, and 
other businesses between Nov. 2013 
and Jan. 2014, according to records in 
his court files. During those robberies, 
he was on parole from a seven-year 
sentence he received for robbing a 
Logan Square dry cleaner in 2010. At 
the time of the Logan Square robbery, 
he was on parole for an eight-year 
sentence he received for aggravated 
unlawful use of a weapon in 2005. 
And at the time of the aggravated un-
lawful use of a weapon case, he was 
on parole for a 2004 burglary.

He received probation for two oth-
er burglaries in 2000.

Loop shooting victim  
identified as downtown  
high school administrator

New details have emerged about 
the moments leading up to the fatal 
shooting of a charter school admin-
istrator inside a downtown Chicago 
high-rise condo building on Sept. 14.

Abnerd Joseph, 32, was shot sever-
al times and died shortly after 8 p.m., 
according to the Cook County medi-
cal examiner’s office, which ruled his 
death a homicide. When used by the 

threatening messages, prosecutors 
said. When the group arrived, a man 
and a woman warned King to leave 
the area because he was in danger.

That’s when Berberena walked 
up and put a gun to King’s head, the 
state said. King repeatedly pushed 
the gun away from his head and 
tried to calm the situation with his 
words. But Berberena pulled the 
trigger, fatally shooting King in the 
head, according to prosecutors.

When King’s brother began to 
yell, “Get up bro,” Berberena alleg-
edly replied, “he’s not getting up.”

The brother grabbed a gun in 
King’s car and got out of the vehicle. 
Berberena then began shooting to-
ward the brother as he fled, prose-
cutors said. King died the next day.

The murder was captured on sur-
veillance video, prosecutors said, 
but the footage is not clear enough 
to identify the gunman. Berberena 
was allegedly identified as the killer 
by four witnesses.

According to prosecutors, Berber-
ena became uncooperative during a 
line-up at the Area Three detective 
division by refusing to stand and 
pulling his hoodie over his head.

DePaul student among  
several targeted  
in North Side robbery spree

A DePaul student and his girl-
friend were maced and robbed near 
the school’s Lincoln Park campus, 
part of a 45-minute crime spree that 
swept across the North Side of Chi-
cago Sept. 17. Two more robberies 
were also reported—one in Wicker 
Park and West Town.

The North Side spree began 
around 1:19 a.m. when the DePaul 
student and his girlfriend, both 21, 
were robbed in the 1200 block of W. 
Belden.

A CPD spokesperson said the vic-
tims were on the sidewalk when five 
men pulled up in a gray SUV. Accord-
ing to the spokesperson, the men 
grabbed the woman’s property and 
then pepper-sprayed both victims 
when the boyfriend intervened.

After punching the boyfriend, the 
group returned to the car and fled.

Police did not identify the male 
victim as a DePaul student, but a 
source confirmed his status at the 
school.

Three more robberies unfolded 
soon after the Lincoln Park mug-
ging:

A woman was pushed to the 
ground and robbed outside a bar 
in the 1800 block of W. Addison 
around 1:35 a.m. Witnesses said four 
or five robbers jumped out of a sil-
ver SUV to take the woman’s purse 
and other valuables.

Moments later, a man was robbed 
by three men who took his wallet 
and keys in the 3200 block of N. Ra-
venswood. The group traveled in a 
silver SUV.

At around 2 a.m., a man was 
robbed by three offenders who ex-
ited a silver SUV at the Shell station, 
3600 N. Ashland.

The victims generally described 
the suspects as Black males be-
tween 18 and 20 years old, wearing 
masks and black clothing.

Two robberies were reported on 
the Near West Side between 1:20 
and 1:30 a.m. Sunday.

Four masked men exited a sil-
ver sedan, pushed a woman to the 
ground, and robbed her in the 1400 
block of W. Ohio. A few minutes 
later, five masked men battered and 
robbed a woman near the intersec-
tion of Julian and Wood in Wicker 
Park.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

Roosevelt station when Tidwell bent 
over to pick it up, prosecutors said.

CTA surveillance video recorded 
the robbery and allegedly showed 
Tidwell discarding pieces of clothing 
as he fled at Roosevelt.

Detectives released two images of 
the suspect from the CTA footage to 
media outlets in a “seeking to iden-
tify” bulletin on Sept. 14. Someone 
recognized Tidwell from those photos 
and contacted the police. Both victims 
picked Tidwell out of photo lineups, 
prosecutors said.

Attempted murder charges filed 
after two stabbed  
in West Rogers Park

A man faces charges after being 
accused of 
stabbing two 
people during 
a fight in West 
Rogers Park, 
according to 
Chicago police.

Boris Vasilic, 
41, is sched-
uled to appear 
in bond court 

Saturday afternoon on two counts of 
attempted first-degree murder.

Police initially responded to a fight 
in progress near Dollar Tree, 2825 W. 
Devon, around 10:10 a.m. Sept. 14. 
Before they arrived, 911 callers be-
gan reporting that people had been 
stabbed.

The victims went to St. Francis Hos-
pital in Evanston for treatment. Police 
said they are both men, ages 32 and 
35.

Officers arrested Vasilic near his 
home in the 6300 block of N. Fran-
cisco about 30 minutes later. CPD did 
not offer a motive for the stabbing or 
provide details about what prompted 
the fight.

Smoke shop employee stabbed 
during afternoon robbery  
in Uptown

A smoke shop employee was 
stabbed during a robbery in Uptown 
on Sept. 16, but the offender remains 
on the loose.

Citing preliminary information, a 
Chicago police spokesperson said 
a male offender approached three 
men in the 4500 block of N. Sheridan 
around 4:54 p.m. and demanded their 
property.

He pulled out a sharp object and 
stabbed one of the victims, a 25-year-
old man, in the abdomen, the spokes-
person said. He was initially listed in 
good condition at Advocate Illinois 
Masonic Medical Center. The other 
two victims, ages 18 and 25, were not 
injured.

Police used crime scene tape to 
cordon off Uptown Smokes, 4527 N. 
Sheridan. A witness said the robbery 
occurred at the store, and the robber 
had stolen from the business.

Officers searched the area for a 
suspect, described as a Hispanic man 
wearing a green camouflage hat, a 
black face mask, sunglasses, a black 
sweater, and blue and black shoes. 
As of Saturday evening, though, no 
arrests had been made, according to 
the CPD spokesperson.

Shot fired  
during Old Town robbery,  
driver carjacked in River North

A group of people who robbed two 
victims in Old Town on Sept. 15 fired 
a shot during one of the holdups, ac-
cording to a Chicago police report. 
CPD is also investigating a carjack-
ing that occurred overnight in River 
North.

The hijacking took place in the 400 
block of N. State around 3:08 a.m. Sat-
urday, a Chicago police spokesperson 
said. Four men walked up to a couple 
on the street and demanded their 
property while implying they had 
weapons and threatening to shoot 
them.

One of the robbers punched the 
man and woman and took their valu-
ables. The crew then drove away with 

medical examiner, the term “homi-
cide” means that a person’s life was 
taken by another person. It does not 
necessarily mean that the act was 
criminal.

Joseph was assistant principal of 
culture at the Intrinsic Schools’ down-
town campus at 79 W. Monroe, ac-
cording to the schools website.  

Police initially received a report of 
a trespassing in progress at the build-
ing, 60 E. Monroe, around 7:30 p.m., 
but that was quickly followed by re-
ports of shots fired and a person shot 
on the 48th floor.

An officer found Joseph lying in 
the hallway with multiple gunshot 
wounds. He was taken to North-
western Memorial Hospital in critical 
condition and was subsequently pro-
nounced dead.

A CPD report documenting the 
shooting said Joseph had been knock-
ing on doors to condo units and try-
ing to enter some residences. It said 
Joseph hit the building’s doorman 
and a tenant who tried to de-escalate 
the situation.

At that point, a 45-year-old building 
resident instructed Joseph to stop as-
saulting people and informed Joseph 
that he had a firearm, the report said. 
Joseph “charged” at the man, who 
fired several shots.

Investigators said they found six 
shell casings at the scene.

After the shooting, the 45-year-old 
called 911 and identified himself as a 
concealed carry holder. Police took 
him to Area Three headquarters for 
questioning. No charges have been 
filed as of Friday afternoon.

Joseph’s biography on the Intrinsic 
School site says he joined the down-
town campus in the summer of 2022.

“His main areas of focus are school 
climate, student discipline, school-
wide transitions and procedures, and 
student safety,” the site says. “Abnerd 
has five years of experience as an as-
sistant principal, and comes to Intrin-
sic from KIPP Metro Atlanta Schools.”

The site quotes Joseph as saying 
he felt the school’s Loop location “is a 
beautiful way to expose our students 
to what the City of Chicago truly has 
to offer. I believe every student can 
achieve at high levels regardless of 
previous circumstances that other-
wise hinder them.”

Twenty years for shooting man  
in a dispute  
over ‘stupid dice game’

A California man has been sen-
tenced to 20 years for fatally shooting 
a man on the North Side during a dis-
pute about a dice game.

“A stupid dice game,” Cook Coun-
ty Judge John Lyke remarked upon 
hearing the allegations during Salik 
Berberena’s initial bail hearing in Nov. 
2020. “A stupid dice game. I know 
most people say, well, it’s not about 
the dice game, it’s about respect. 
That’s even more stupid.”

A grand jury indicted Berberena 
on multiple counts of first-degree 

murder. Still, 
he ultimately 
struck a deal 
that allowed 
him to plead 
guilty to a re-
duced count of 
second-degree 
murder, court 
records show. 
Judge Carol 

Howard handed him the 20-year sen-
tence. It will be reduced by 50% for 
good behavior and offset by the 1,008 
days he spent in Cook County jail be-
fore pleading. His parole date is set for 
Oct. 10, 2030.

Prosecutors said Berberena was ar-
rested for a different murder in 2007, 
but the state’s attorney’s office de-
clined to pursue the case because wit-
nesses refused to cooperate.

On July 11, 2020, 27-year-old Jo-
vante King drove to the 2800 block of 
N. Leavitt with his brother and a friend 
to defuse the dice game dispute af-
ter receiving a series of anonymous 

News tips?
Call 773-465-9700 

Confidentiality guaranteed

Trenton Tidwell

Boris Vasilic

Salik Berberena

Williamomo Peray
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3425 W. Peterson Ave. #107
Chicago, IL 60659

773-256-9222
www.flosdental.com

New Patient Special!
• Full Arch Implants:  
Also known as All on 4 and All on X,  
these are a great solution for edentulism 
and ill-fitting dentures.  
The treatment gained popularity  
for its esthetics, strength and longevity. 
FLOS Dental is offering specials  
Package Deal (includes everything):  
implant surgery, instant provisionals and 
final ceramic (zirconia) prosthesis for only 
$12,990 per arch / $25,000 for dual arches 
($1000 discount). Patients may also  
qualify for further discounts and (currently) 
screening fees are waived.  
We accept CareCredit for payment.

• Mention this ad  • Valid until 9/30/2023

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W. Irving 

4550 W. Addison
4820 W. Lawrence

Automatic Car Wash

$3  
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH

ALLNEW

Remove and Install  
Transmission for complete  

overhaul on all types of cars

773-478-7120
4319 N. Kedzie Ave.

• Free Estimates • Free Inspection
• Free Road Test  • Free Diagnostic

Hrs: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm, Sat. 8 am-1 pm
www.globaltransmissionspecialists.com

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.

Radiators, Boilers and Heating

A-A SALVAGE

PLUMBING STORE CLOSING

FUNERAL HOME AND  
CREMATION OPTIONS

PRE-NEED - AT NEED - CONVENIENTLY LOCATED

3918 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago, IL 60618
773.654.3744

WWW.MIDTOWNFUNERALS.COM  greg@midtownfunerals.com

Gregory J. Lindeman
Founder/OwnerA HOME TO MOURN,  

GATHER & REMEMBER

By CWBCHICAgO

Cook County Sheriff Tom Dart 
says the county continues to 
struggle with car thefts and vio-
lent crime at levels higher than 
pre-pandemic levels.

U.S. Rep. Sean Casten hosted a 
virtual town hall meeting Sept. 12 
where county residents could call 
and ask questions. 

As Casten’s guest, Dart was 
asked what is being done to slow 
crime in the county. 

“These are complex issues with 
all sorts of different rationales be-
hind how we got there, what can 
work and what can’t work,” Dart 
said. “There needs to be an un-
derstanding of A, what the facts 
are, and B, that this is complex 
with multiple facets to the whole 
thing.” 

Dart said there have been im-
provements over the past few 
years when looking at violent 
crime. 

“Have there been improve-
ments in a lot of different areas 
of crime? There have been,” Dart 
said. “Shootings throughout the 
country, specifically in Chicago, 
are down. Have they reached pre-
2019 levels? No.” 

Last month, the Illinois Su-
preme Court upheld the state’s 
ban on certain semi-automatic 
firearms in Illinois. However, 
Dart said guns are still more 
prevalent than ever before.

“The wild availability of guns 
is incredible,” Dart said. “I’ve 
never seen it, from my days as a 

Cook County Sheriff: 
car thefts, violent crime 

remain elevated
prosecutor till now. It used to be 
rare to pull someone over and 
find a gun, but now it’s flipped. 
Now, it’s rare when we don’t find 
a gun in a car.”

Carjackings have also in-
creased in the county over the 
past few years. Dart said they 
slowed in 2023, but with how 
many they were seeing each year, 
the numbers had no choice but to 
go down.

“If you took all the carjack-
ings in New york, Los Angeles, 
Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, 
the big ones, put them all togeth-
er, and we had more [carjackings] 
than any of them collectively last 
year,” Dart said.

Motor vehicle thefts are up 
94%, and burglaries are up 29% 
year to date. Robberies are up 
24% year to date, according to 
Chicago Police stats. Shootings 
are down 12% year to date.

Dart became sheriff of Illinois’ 
largest county in 2006 and pre-
viously spent time in the Illinois 
general Assembly.

By CWBCHICAgO

At least 11 people are facing 
felony charges in connection with 
Mexican Independence Day fes-
tivities over the weekend. Chi-
cago police officers recovered at 
least six firearms downtown, and 
two drivers are charged with try-
ing to run down cops working the 
celebrations.

City officials tried to seal off 
the downtown area by blocking 
access with police cars and salt 
and garbage trucks. But their ef-
forts seemed to only inconve-
nience downtown residents, tour-
ists, and working folks trying to 
get to their jobs.

Two people were stabbed dur-
ing a fight in the 300 block of 
N. State near Wacker Dr. around 
12:20 a.m. Sunday. Police said a 
19-year-old man was stabbed in 
the back and a 15-year-old boy 
suffered a laceration on his torso. 
No arrests have been made.

Guns and cars  
and felony charges

Saturday’s party ended early 
for 27-year-old Jose Cordova as 
he drove a carload of celebrants 
who were allegedly hanging out 
of and sitting on his car in the 700 
block of N. LaSalle around 8:50 
p.m.

Some of the people in (or on) 

his car “yelled profanities” at cops 
in a nearby squad car, and those 
officers quickly noticed that Cor-
dova’s vehicle didn’t have a front 
license plate, Assistant State’s At-
torney Danielle Levin said.

The officers who pulled him 
over said they saw a woman in his 
car kick something with her feet. 
Asked if there were any guns in 
the car, she told the cops there was 
one in the glove compartment and 
another under the seat, and they 
both belonged to Cordova, Levin 
explained.

Cordova, who has a valid Fire-
arm Owner’s ID [FOID] card but 
does not have a concealed carry 
license [CCL], was ordered to pay 
a $100 bail deposit to get out of 
jail by Judge Maryam Ahmad.

Two men were arrested on 
Wacker Dr. near the Wabash 
Bridge. One man allegedly had 
a gun in the driver’s door of his 
car around 10:24 p.m., while the 
other had a firearm tucked in his 
waistband about 30 minutes later, 
according to Levin.

Chicago police officers who 
were trying to disperse a large 
crowd from the 400 block of W. 
Wacker around 12:30 a.m. Sun-
day allegedly saw David garcia, 
27, lighting fireworks. When they 
approached him, garcia pulled 
out an “L-shaped object” and 
tossed it down toward the Chi-

cago River.
The gun fell short of the water, 

and police allegedly recovered a 
handgun and loaded ammunition 
magazine from the riverwalk be-
low garcia. According to Levin, 
garcia also has a valid FOID but 
no concealed carry license.

Judge Ahmad ordered him to 
pay a $2,000 bail deposit but per-
mitted him to return to Dekalb to 
stay with his wife and kids while 
the case is pending.

Around 12:20 a.m., officers 
went to investigate a car that was 
doing burnouts and spinning do-
nuts at the intersection of Lake 
and LaSalle. Jovanny Arzola, 
18, was a passenger in the Audi, 
Levin said, and cops allegedly 
saw a gun on the floor of the car 
between his legs. It was not load-
ed, though.

Ahmad released him on his 
own recognizance and told him 
he could return to Indiana to 
await trial.

About 20 minutes later, cops 
saw a large crowd that, based on 
neck and face tattoos, they sus-
pected was composed of gang 
members. The officers said they 
saw an “L-shaped object” weigh-

At least eleven face felony charges,  
six guns recovered as Mexican Independence Day 

revelers flood city center

In social media video frames of Mexican Independence Day activities in the Loop, men put out burning debris in 
the street; other men ride on the back of a moving Chicago Fire Department truck; and others enjoy the view as 
their driver does a burnout.                                                                                              Photos courtesy Snapchat

revelers see p. 10

“If you took all the  
carjackings in New York, 

Los Angeles, Washing-
ton, D.C., Philadelphia, 

the big ones, put them 
all together, and we had 

more [carjackings]  
than any of them  

collectively last year,”  
said Tom Dart.
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Residential Landlord and Tenant 
Ordinance, and ruled in Steven’s 
favor. And they said it couldn’t be 
done. The settlement amount cov-
ers all expenses incurred moving 
out and relocating unexpectedly. 
He tells us, “I have spent less than 
$500, representing myself but re-
ceiving expert advice from my 
longtime attorney, Thomas Rosen-
wein.” Congrats Steven. 

BOX OF CHOCOLATE: 
Thanks to the lovely Donna from 
the City News Cafe on Cicero north 
of Irving Park for the homemade 
chocolate truffles. Donna is also 
selling homemade artistic post-
cards to raise money for Ukrainian 
refugees. Try the gourmet coffees, 
teas, baked goods as well as the 
truffles when you pick up your 
copy of the Booster, News-Star or 
Skyline newspapers at the place to 
be for periodical readers.

THE RECORDING: The top 
residential brokerage team at @
Properties Christie’s International 
Real Estate has seen a wave of lay-
offs and resignations after a record-
ing surfaced of a call between team 
leader Leigh Marcus and his sec-
ond in command, Grahm Bailey. 
The call was captured by customer 
relationship management software. 
It was leaked by staffers, and re-
vealed Marcus suggesting the ter-
mination of a staff member who 
had previously taken unpaid ma-
ternity leave, and making offensive 
remarks about preventing her from 
becoming pregnant again. It caused 
widespread outrage. The Christ-
mas bonus will be lighter this year. 
Since the release of the recording, 
16 people are now missing from the 

autumn from p. 2

team. Marcus justified the layoffs 
by citing the downturn in the resi-
dential real estate market.

FAREWELL PAT: Rogers 
Parker Patrick Kenny died last 
week at 76. He was a stalwart of 
the community, involved in parish 
activities at St. Ignatius and at Saint 
Ita, deeply involved in the CAPS 
program and a constant presence 
at events in the neighborhood. He 
spent 34 years in the Chicago Pub-
lic Schools, first at Cooley Voca-
tional High School, then at Sayre 
Elementary, Parker Elementary, 
and retired from Bunche Elementa-
ry. Pat was a well-respected teacher 
and principal. A vibrant and happy 
man. Those words don’t come close 
to conveying the energy he brought 
to the community. 

GOOSE ISLAND: Demoli-
tion has begun at 901 N. Halsted 
St. on goose Island for Halsted 
Pointe, a multi-phase, mixed-use 
development by Onni group. The 
development will replace the exist-
ing greyhound bus terminal and 
introduce the island’s first high-rise 
skyscraper. Many more skyscrap-
ers to come. 

WAC AT 125: The beginning of 
the Women’s Athletic Club’s ses-
quicentennial (125th) anniversary 
celebration last year and the con-
clusion this past weekend. What 
a wonderful year for Chicago and 
one of our most delightful and el-
egant historic clubs. Peggy Snorf 
doing the anniversary honors.

PEACE AND HEALING: 
Deepest sympathies to Bob Dob-
nick whose husband Chadwick 
Godfrey died last week to the 
shock and surprise of friends. 
Chadwick was a hilarious and 
kind Texan who entered Bob’s life 
when he needed him most. We 
were lucky enough to get to know 
them at kiki’s French Bistro where 
they joyously held court. Kiki and 
Denise were good friends to them. 
And the fabulous French cuisine 
was the glue that held many of us 
together. All our prayers and love to 
Bob whose high-end career made 
Chicago a center for taste and style. 
The Irish poet W.B. Yeats said it 

best, “Think where man’s glory 
most begins and ends. And say my 
glory was I had such friends.”

UNITED AIRLINES: United’s 
non-denial denial on a planned 
headquarters move to Denver, at 
the TD Cowen global Transpor-
tation Conference, airline CFO 
Gerald Laderman said there 
are “no imminent plans” to move 
their headquarters, noting that the 
airline has “a long-term lease at 
Willis Tower. We’ve been there for 
decades in Chicago. Denver is like 
Houston. We have lots of facilities 
in Houston.” 

CHICAGO LIGHTHOUSE: 
Friday, September 22 FLAIR - 
Fashion Show & Luncheon Pre-
sented by The Chicago Lighthouse. 
The Event Chairs are Sherill Bo-
dine, Sheree Schimmer and Sher-
ry Lea Fox. Location, at The Ritz 
Carlton Chicago.

GREEK FOOD FOR YOU: 
Purchase delicious Loukoumades, 
greek fries, cooked spinach pies 
and cooked cheese pies to sup-
port the Ladies Educational Soci-
ety at St. george, noon to 1 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 24, at St. george 
greek Orthodox Church 2701 N. 
Sheffield, 2nd Floor. Pre-orders 
and pre-payments are encour-
aged. Call Mary Diamantakos at 
773-965-1901 for more info.

HO HO HO: Hostess, the mak-
er of Twinkies and Ho Hos, is be-
ing purchased by J.M. Smucker 
in a $5.6 billion deal. Love those 
things.

WHO’S WHERE: Zurich 
Esposito and Brian McCormick 
White Lotus-ing in Sicily all the 
ancient and modern… the Dal 
Santo sisters, meandering the 
North of Italy where Lois, Victoria 
and Colleen will begin an inten-
sive Italian language institute soon 
but in the meantime can twirl the 
pasta al dente… Cynthia Olson 
returned to her beloved Venice and 
celebrated a birthday among the 
populi of her water-streets and ma-
jestic gritti Palace Hotel… Karen 
Conti, WgN Radio law-lady, just 
returned from exploring Croatia, 
Bosnia, and Montenegro, from the 

773-373-0900

Residential and  
Commercial

HVAC Services  
in Chicagoland

Licensed and Insured
Local, Reliable, Honest

First Time Customers Receive

15% OFF
on any HVAC Installation,  

Repair or Maintenance Job!

aveerhvac.com

See The Dead One Stinks at:
donniesyellowballbooks.com

Death in  
the Disabled Stall!

The richest guy in Chicago  
has been in the disabled stall  

at his lawyer’s office a mite too long.  
Shall we look?

THE DEAD ONE STINKS

beautiful mountains and Adriatic 
Sea, to the game of Thrones film 
sets… Bill Zwecker enjoying early 
fall visit at The American Hotel in 
Sag Harbor… J William Curran 
getting good sun in Sitges, Bar-
celona, Spain… Eamonn Cum-
mins at Joe’s on Weed Street with 
Jack Smith and his Pop, Chuck 
Smith… Chanteuse Ireen Mojica 
at RL for a bit of a birthday bash 
with Barb Bailey, Denise Toma-
sello, Laura Lein Cavnaugh and 
Jeanne Paul - all charming Sal-
erno Cookies… Attorney Brendan 
O’Connor traveling with his won-
derful parents, Jerry and Chris-
tina O’Connor, to Budapest along 
the Danube in Hungary… Mayor 
Shelley Howard down on the cor-
ner again at gibson’s with Jim, Jay, 
Dennis and Larry.              

GREEK ELVIS: Strange. Last 
Sunday I thought I caught sight of 
Elvis Presley on his way to the 
men’s lavatory at greek Islands. I 
was correct. It wasn’t the Meliatis 
White Wine talking, but an actual 
impersonator of the king come to 
sing at a engagement dinner that 
looked like “My Big Fat greek 
Wedding” number four. Elvis had 
a line of wild proportions lining 
up for autographs and snaps. Execs 
Stephanos Naoum and Luis Gon-
zalez were delighted for the celeb-
rity sighting.

@PROPERTIES: Chicago’s 
best Dad, Thad Wong, a founder 
of @Properties, said the best part of 
the Bears game was the rickshaw 
ride all the way home with son, 
Palmer Wong. “Day was perfect,” 
he said. “Company was magical, 
but the Bears are the worst. I’m 
sure I’ll be back.” I’m just glad he 
can gobble up all that ice cream 
with daughter, Ella Sunshine, in 
Washington, D.C. at Van Leeuwen.

ISLESBORO MAINE OYS-
TERS: These oysters are poppin’ 
right now. They’re just starting to 
bulk up their feeding for winter; 
their flavor is changing slightly, 
their growth is crazy… It’s not of-
ten I shuck at a party and think, 
“when I go home, I’m going to eat 
some of my oysters,” but last week 
I 100% did just that and they were 
so good. 

BEGORRA!: Well, we’re half 
way to St. Patrick’s Day.

I am for doing good to the 
poor, but I differ in opinion of 
the means. I think the best way 
of doing good to the poor, is not 
making them easy in poverty, but 
leading or driving them out of 
it. In my youth I travelled much, 
and I observed in different coun-
tries, that the more public provi-
sions were made for the poor, the 
less they provided for themselves, 
and of course became poorer. 
And, on the contrary, the less 
was done for them, the more they 
did for themselves, and became  
richer.                   -- Ben Franklin

tog515@gmail.com

Elvis impersonator.

North Sider diners can experi-
ence outdoor dining this weekend 
with Dine Out On Broadway, fea-
turing a selection of over 25 res-
taurants spanning from Belmont 
to Wellington. Dine Out is taking 
place  Sept. 22 - 24, starting at 4 
p.m. Friday, all day on Saturday 
and Sunday. 

This Dine Out event will mark 
the grand finale of this summer’s 
series. 

Dine Out  
On Broadway 

returns  
this weekend

Twelve Chicagoland chambers 
of commerce are hosting a net-
working extravaganza 5:30 to 
7 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 11, at 
kings Dining and Entertainment, 
1500 N. Clybourn Ave. 

There will be professionals 
and trades people from the north, 
south and west sides of Chicago at 
this one-of-a-kind multi-chamber 
event. Appetizers and refreshing 
drinks throughout the night. 

The chambers of commerce 
participating include Anderson-
ville, Lakeview Roscoe Village, 
Lincoln Park, Lincoln Square 
Ravenswood, Logan Square, Six 
Corners, Uptown and Wicker 
Park-Bucktown chambers. The 
Morgan Park Beverly Hills Busi-
ness Assoc., Old Town Merchants 
and Residents Assoc., Pulaski El-
ston Business Assoc., and Rogers 
Park Business Alliance will also 
be there. Tickets range from $25 
to $35. For more information call 
8805200, or visit www.lincoln-
parkchamber.com/event/network-
ing-extravaganza-2023/.

Networking 
Extravaganza 

Oct. 11

The Dal Santos sisters. Stephanos Naoum and Luis Gonzales. Zurich Esposito

Patrick Kenny

Have something  
on your mind  

about your community?

Write a  
Letter To The Editor at  

insidepublications
chicago@gmail.com
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Chicago has some of the most fascinating 
burial grounds in the world. Join lifelong 
Chicagoan Chuck Betzold for a leisure 
walk through one of them —historic  
Rosehill Cemetery. Rosehill is the largest 
cemetery in the city and is home to many 
of Chicago’s most in�uential citizens. 
We’ll pause along our tour route to learn 

about the heroes,  
villains, victims and legends that rest 

amongst the monuments and greenery that abound. Wear comfy shoes 
and bring a water bottle. Enter the cemetery through the ornate 
gatehouse entrance at 5800 N. Ravenswood.

Chuck Betzold is a local historian, having organized and led  
running tours for Fleet Feet Sports for over 15 years. He also leads 
tours at Bohemian National Cemetery where he serves on their Board 
of Directors. Chuck was also a docent at Tribune Tower, where he was 
a graphic artist for the Chicago Tribune for over 30 years.

Rosehill cemetery Tour
with Chuck Betzold Sunday, September 24 at 1 p.m.

Ravenswood-Lake View Historical Association

             Fall 2023 Lecture Series

Chuck Betzold

RLVHA is a 5013C organization

Suggested Donation $10.00

IN-HOUSE DIGITAL & OFFSET PRINTING
SERVICES WE PROVIDE:

business cards • post cards 
letterhead • envelopes 

flyers • brochures • invoices
calendars • booklets 

catalogues • magazines • tickets  
foil printing • signs • banners • posters 

magnets • decals

5640 N. BROADWAY, CHICAGO, IL 60660
Monday-Friday 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
773.334.5200 • FAX: 773.334.5757
info@alliedprintandcopy.com    www.alliedprintandcopy.com

DESIGN •  PRINT •  SIGNS

IN A RUSH? CALL US TODAY!

STOP IN.  WE’RE OPEN  FOR BUSINESS!

First impressions are everything. Leave a lasting impact with FULL COLOR.

Cboe global Markets will join the Al-
zheimer’s Assoc. Illinois at the 2023 Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s held on Oct. 7 from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at Soldiers Field. 
On Walk day, participants kickoff the event 
by honoring those affected by Alzheimer’s 
with the poignant Promise garden Cer-
emony — an experience that signifies their 
solidarity in the fight against the disease. 

More than 6 million Americans are liv-
ing with Alzheimer’s disease in the United 
States. Additionally, more than 11 mil-
lion family members and friends provide 
care to people living with Alzheimer’s and 
other dementias. In Illinois alone, there are 
more than 233,000 people living with the 
disease and 314,000 caregivers.

After the ceremony participants will 
walk through the Soldier Field concourse, 
then through the Museum Campus and 
along the lake before returning to the south-
east lawn outside of Soldier Field for a fes-
tival filled with live music by the School of 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s  
world’s largest event dedicated  

to Alzheimer’s care, support, research

Rock house band, massages for our Cham-
pions (top fundraisers), face painting, pet 
photo contest, and food trucks.

“In recognizing the profound impact – 
both emotionally and physically – that Al-
zheimer’s has on countless families, we are 
honored to support the important mission 
and work done by Alzheimer’s Assoc. Il-
linois to provide care, support and research 
for all those afflicted,” said Sharon Stan-
ciel, Senior Director, Political & Civic Af-
fairs at Cboe global Markets.  

“We’re closer than ever to stopping Al-
zheimer’s,” said Mary DeMars, Walk Di-
rector, Alzheimer’s Assoc. “We hope that 
everyone in our community can join us by 
starting a team to help raise awareness and 
funds for families facing the disease today, 
take more steps toward treatments and fi-
nally ending this disease. ”

To register, visit act.alz.org/chicagow-
alk.

By CANDICE JORDAN
candidcandace.com

PAWS Chicago hosted its 20th annual 
Beach Party at Offshore at Navy Pier re-
cently. Over 400 animal-loving humans 
with 100 four-legged companions con-
verged on this gorgeous venue, reported to 
be the world’s largest rooftop bar, to raise 
funds for this beloved nonprofit. 

Co-chaired by Vasoula Rehkson 
and Anna Simon, the event netted over 
$400,000. It was a gorgeous night that of-
fered spectacular views of the skyline and 
Lake Michigan. 

Outstanding silent auction prizes in-
cluded tickets for four to see soccer legend 
Lionel Messi in his first game at Soldier 
Field; a package of rare bourbons curated 
by Binny’s Beverage Depot; and tickets to 
performances by John Legend and Carrie 
Underwood. 

Returning emcees, Lisa Dent (WgN 
radio) and Jake Hamilton (Fox-32) helped 
PAWS co-founder Paula Fasseas present 
an adoptable dogs showcase. Two of the 
cuties found their forever homes that night. 
“We’re all here because we love animals,” 
said Fasseas. “Most of these dogs come 
from Animal Care and Control. For years 
we kept getting better and better with our 
spay/neuter program and the euthanasia 
rate has just plummeted over the years.”

“However, over this year and last year, 
the rate is starting to go up, which is very 
sad and alarming,” said Fasseas. “This is 
happening because, since COVID, there 
has been just so much disarray in people’s 
lives. Many people are having to give up 
their pets and our Animal Care and Con-
trol is inundated every day.”

“We are working very hard to grow our 
foster programs and to ramp up our adop-
tion programs,” said Fasseas. “We really 
need to continue doing more and more 
spay/neuter. Most clinics closed, it’s hard to 
get vet appointments, a lot of the small res-
cues have closed too. It’s very, very sad. So, 
we’re focusing our energy on Animal Care 

PAWS founder: ‘Animal Care and Control  
is inundated every day’

and Control. We’re doing less transport 
from Oklahoma and all those wonderful 
places that have relied on us, but we must 
focus on Chicago. It’s number one. The 
economy and inflation have really had an 
impact on the lives of these sweet, voice-
less animals.” 

During the event, guests enjoyed illus-
trations by artist kristine Steiner, a dinner 
buffet and dancing. Canine counterparts 
enjoyed their own dinner buffets from 
Merrick Pet Care and a doggie spa. Brook 
Jay won an exciting package to a private 
benefit with actor Will Ferrell and his ce-
lebrity friends. 

Congrats to PAWS, that to date, has fa-
cilitated over 90,000 adoptions.

The backbone of PAWS Chicago, its volunteers.

(Top) Co-emcee Jake Hamilton with his res-
cue dog Daenerys. (Bottom) Howard Tullman 
and Chuck Jordan.

Celebrate Chicago Sculpture Exhibit 
[CSE] 2023 with an open house featuring 
this year’s artists and an opportunity to 
learn more about CSE’s mission to bring 
art to Chicago’s neighborhoods.

The open house will be 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 22 at Sedgwick Studios, 1544 
N. Sedgwick. Admission is free.

CSE is an Illinois not-for-profit founded 
in 2001 by then-Ald. Vi Daley [43rd. The 
Lincoln Park Community Art Initiative 
was created to beautify the Lincoln Park 
neighborhood in a new way. 

Meet the 2023 CSE sculptures Sept. 22
The first show was mounted in 2002 

with eight sculptures that were on display 
from May through October. The show con-
tinued to grow every year and has earned 
many accolades. 

In 2008, the show nearly doubled when 
former Ald. Tom Tunney [44th] brought 
the Lakeview neighborhoods into the show. 
Following the 10 year anniversary of the 
show, additional neighborhoods joined and 
the name was changed to reflect a growing 
interest in sculpture throughout the city.
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE

2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC
5450 N. DAMEN  (at Rascher)         

BEST KEPT SECRET
SUPER CAR WASH 

classified as Class C, larger op-
erations that can harvest 2,000 to 
10,000 plants. 

“The saturation has caused 
an influx and new cannabis-in-
fused products to be developed 
which translates into new cre-
ative choices at retail shops,” said 
Dutcher. “From the consumer’s 
(standpoint), it’s a great thing. On 
our end, there are a lot of small 
farms that are closing their doors, 
and there’s a lot of consolidation 
happening with the larger compa-
nies as well. Real estate is being 
abandoned. It’s not pretty, to say 
the least.”

“Since we came online, the 
[supply] saturation has impacted 

ordinance from p. 3

Once you’re here,  

you won’t want to leave.

Open Tues.-Sun.
Noon-7 pm

Closed Mondays
6239 N. Clark St.

239-595-7426

A welcoming used book nook  
with an enchanting vibe. Settle in on  
one of the comfy couches for a read or browse  
the beautiful artwork.  
This unique spot is brimming with rich art  
and literary masterpieces!

HeirloomBooks

ing down Armando Rodriguez’s 
sweater pocket, so they patted 
him down. Levin said they found 
a loaded 40-caliber handgun.

Rodriguez, 23, has been on 
“first-time gun offender proba-
tion” since July 2022, said Levin.

His attorney, Assistant Public 
Defender Catherine Stockslager, 
told Ahmad she expected Fourth 
Amendment issues to be raised 
as the case progressed. The judge 
ordered him to pay a $1,000 bail 
deposit to go home on electronic 
monitoring.

A little further away, officers 
on Mexican Independence Day 
patrol in the 2800 block of S. 
kedzie decided to investigate a 
large crowd in a gas station park-
ing lot.

Upon seeing an “L-shaped ob-
ject” in Richard Mendoza’s satch-
el, the officers investigated and 
found a loaded handgun, Levin 
alleged.

Stockslager again countered 

that there “may be some 
Fourth Amendment is-
sues” with the officers’ ac-
tions.

Ahmad set bail at 
$10,000, meaning Mendo-
za must post $1,000 to go 
home to Lake County.

Chicago police arrested 
33-year-old Roberto Va-
lencia in the 5100 block 
of S. Pulaski around 10:22 
p.m. Saturday. They said 
he threw glass bottles and 
fireworks toward officers 
working the Mexican In-
dependence Day patrol. 
But he’s also charged with 
felony possession of a con-
trolled substance. Levin 
said officers found about $500 
worth of suspected cocaine in a 
fanny pack inside a car he jumped 
into as cops approached him.

Levin also presented allega-
tions against two men who alleg-
edly drove cars toward Chicago 
cops during the Mexican Inde-
pendence Day party.

Jamal Turner’s troubles began 
near the Taylor St. exit ramp from 
I-94 around 10 p.m. Sept. 16.

Levin said officers were block-
ing traffic and directing drivers 
away from downtown when Turn-
er drove on the shoulder to pass 
vehicles. She said that an officer 
directing traffic had to “move 
quickly” to avoid being struck 
by his car. According to Stock-
slager, officers instructed him to 
go around other vehicles to clear 
traffic. He denies that he tried to 
hit the officer.

That officer jumped into an-
other officer’s squad car, and the 
cops pursued Turner until he ran 
red lights and started driving into 
oncoming traffic on Halsted St. 
The officers ended their pursuit 
but eventually caught Turner after 
he became stuck in heavy traffic, 
Levin said.

The cops said they found a 

revelers from p. 7 handgun wedged between 
his driver’s seat and cen-
ter console, but Turner is 
a concealed carry license 
holder.

He’s charged with ag-
gravated assault of a peace 
officer, aggravated fleeing, 
and misdemeanor counts 
of reckless driving, violat-
ing the concealed carry 
act, and possession of can-
nabis by a driver.

Ahmad ordered him to 
pay a $500 bail deposit, 
surrender his FOID and 
CCL, and stay in the house 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m.

Erik Flores-Andrade 
was stuck in heavy traffic 

near 52nd and Pulaski on Satur-
day night when a Chicago police 
lieutenant noticed that he had a 
fake license plate on his car that 
said, “QUIET,” Levin alleged. 
When the lieutenant ordered him 
to stop, Flores-Andrade contin-
ued driving forward, and two 
cops had to move out of the way 
to avoid being hit.

The hood of his car allegedly 
hit one officer’s arm.

Four squad cars filled with 
backup officers arrived, and 
Flores-Andrade is accused of hit-
ting all four of them in a failed 
attempt to get away. The vehicles 
suffered more than $9,000 in 
combined damages.

Judge Ahmad, noting that 
Flores-Andrade just completed 
probation for aggravated speed-
ing and criminal damage on Sept. 
11, ordered him to pay a $3,000 
bail deposit.

But his private defense attor-
ney said Flores-Andrade would 
“highly dispute the facts.”

“He couldn’t have even gone 
5, 10 miles per hour,” given the 
heavy traffic, the lawyer contin-
ued, saying the state’s version of 
events “makes no sense.”

“The vehicles didn’t damage 
themselves,” Ahmad countered.

In another incident, a man con-
victed of attempted murder in 
1994 is charged with battering a 
fallen Chicago police officer with 
a wooden flagpole during Mexi-
can Independence Day festivities 
on Sept. 16.

Levin said officers were patrol-
ling the area when someone fired 
a pellet gun at them. A crowd of 
people closed in on the cops and 
began throwing debris at the of-
ficers as they tried to arrest the 
person who shot at them. During 
the melee, one of the officers fell 
to the ground.

While the officer was still 
down, Arturo Rodriguez, 46, 
walked up and hit him in the 
back of the head and right side of 
the neck with a “skinny flagpole 
stick,” Levin alleged. The inci-
dent was captured on video.

Levin said the officer suffered 
“pain and bruising” from the at-
tack. Rodriguez is charged with 
aggravated battery of a peace of-
ficer. Ahmad ordered him to pay 
a $6,500 bail deposit to go home 
on electronic monitoring.

A Chicago police spokesper-
son said a 16-year-old boy was 
also arrested at the scene. He is 
charged with two counts of aggra-
vated battery of a peace officer 
and two counts of misdemeanor 
resisting. No other information is 
available about the teen because 
he is a juvenile.

During the same confrontation, 
another officer was struck in the 
ear with a wooden flagpole, leav-
ing him with a serious injury. 
A photo of the officer’s injury, 
which required 30 stitches to re-
pair, has been shared online. No 
charges have been announced in 
connection with that attack.

Mugshot of Arturo Rodriguez (inset) and a frame 
from social media video of the assault.

For underground dealers, farm-
ers selling into the black markets 
are reportedly getting $600 a 
pound for some of the very same 
strains Illinois retailers would 
be selling for $5000 or more. In 
a real open market, it is always 
about supply and demand, and 
right now supply is outpacing de-
mand. 

“Unfortunately, we are witness-
ing unlicensed retailers opening 
and calling themselves dispensa-
ries, and marketing and selling 
products with unregulated, un-
tested THC – this is a concern-
ing trend and gives consumers 
a false sense of security in what 
they are buying and consum-
ing,” said Ryan P. McLaughlin of 
CBAI. “Licensed cannabis opera-
tors across the state are required 
to meet strict compliance stan-
dards in order to grow, manufac-
ture, and sell cannabis products, 
with quality and public safety as 
a top priority.”

Industry experts predict legal 
sellers will continue to provide 
a high share of the state’s pot 
sales going forward, though illicit 
sales will likely continue to make 
up a billion-dollar underground 
market. Chicago has long been 
a gangland city, and the dope-
selling industry was run by orga-
nized crime long before govern-

ment insiders got into the game in 
the last few years.

Making the situation even easi-
er for illegal sellers, felony canna-
bis arrests in Chicago dipped af-
ter legalization, and now Chicago 
Police are being instructed by the 
Chicago and Cook County politi-
cal leaders to not pursue crimi-
nals, making it easier for dope 
dealers to operate in the shadows 
of the legal retailers. Easy money, 
gangs and light penalties for pot-
related crimes continue to support 
illegal sales. 

“It really comes down to debt 
and the cost to produce,” said 
Dutcher. “How can you get your 
cost to produce down? Answers 
to those questions are really go-
ing to define the fate of our com-
panies.”

“A lot of people came into this 
game and developed a business 
plan during the green rush when 
prices of cannabis were going 
for around $4,000 a pound,” he 
said. “They build out these high-
tech facilities and take on all this 
debt. It’s all run by computers 
with outrageous overhead and 
maintenance costs. The markets 
dropped 80 to 90%. Since that, 
they’re finding themselves trying 
to stay above water in this time.”

The regulated cannabis  
program in Illinois was created 
to protect government interests 
and the public by controlling 
the manufacturing and sale of 
all dope. Not surprisingly, the  
illegal underground market  
doesn’t really care.

Mosaic School of Fine Arts (for-
merly Boone Elementary), 6710 
N. Washtenaw Ave. is searching 
for a new principal. The Local 
School Council will be holding 
a community forum where the 
public is invited to meet the top 
candidates and ask questions.

Residents who reside within the 
school’s attendance boundaries 

Mosaic School forum Sept. 21  
over search for new principal

are invited to the forum starting 
5:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 21. 

The Illinois Report Card shows 
that the Mosaic School now has a 
24% proficiency in literacy, 12% 
proficiency in math, and a 30% 
proficiency in science. 

For more information call 773-
534-2160.

the frequency of our restocks with 
so many more brands coming on-
line in the last year,” he said.

Between Jan. 2022 and Jan. 
2023, the cost of one ounce of 
cannabis flower dropped 53.6% 
in Michigan. Michigan is only 
a 90-mile drive from downtown 
Chicago. 

Boaters can bring supply to 
town relatively easily too, to help 
underwrite the high cost of ma-
rine fuel. 

While prices fluctuate, a Chi-
cago buyer can get ‘legal weed’ 
for around $350 an ounce. In 
Michigan that same one-ounce 
bag is going for $100 to $250. In 
Colorado, retail ounces are priced 
from $80 to $190, depending on 
the strain.

“Unfortunately, we are witnessing unlicensed  
retailers opening and calling themselves dispensaries, 
and marketing and selling products with unregulated, 

untested THC – this is a concerning trend and gives 
consumers a false sense of security in what they are 
buying and consuming,” said Ryan P. McLaughlin  

of CBAI. “Licensed cannabis operators across 
 the state are required to meet strict compliance  

standards in order to grow, manufacture,  
and sell cannabis products, with quality  

and public safety as a top priority.”
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Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

202020 ------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
SERVICING
Plaintiff,
-v.-
BYRON J. CRUZ-CEDENO, THE 5739-5745 N. 
RIDGE CONDOMINIUMS ASSOCIATION
Defendants
2023 CH 02229
5745 N RIDGE AVE APT 1W
CHICAGO, IL 60660
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on June 6, 2023, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on Oc-
tober 13, 2023, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real 
estate:
Commonly known as 5745 N RIDGE AVE APT 1W, 
CHICAGO, IL 60660
Property Index No. 14-05-317-037-1015
The real estate is improved with a condo/town-
house.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 

a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2023 CH 02229
I3228999

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JOHN LYDON, SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF 
RANULFO R CISNEROS, DECEASED, KENMORE 
CLUB CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, UN-
KNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF RANULFO 
CISNEROS, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS, MARIO CISNEROS
Defendants
22 CH 04691
5119 NORTH KENMORE AVENUE TERRACE 
UNIT
CHICAGO, IL 60640
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on July 12, 2023, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on Oc-
tober 13, 2023, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real 
estate:
Commonly known as 5119 NORTH KENMORE AV-
ENUE TERRACE UNIT, CHICAGO, IL 60640
Property Index No. 14-08-402-016-1031
The real estate is improved with a three story con-
dominium.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-

Case Number: 22 CH 04691
TJSC#: 43-2903
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 22 CH 04691
I3228548

of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-23-00720
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2023 CH 02229
TJSC#: 43-2399
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 

tion by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC Plain-
tiff's Attorneys, One North Dearborn Street, Suite 
1200, Chicago, IL, 60602. Tel No. (312) 346-9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC
One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200
Chicago IL, 60602
312-346-9088
E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com
Attorney File No. 22-09634IL_787888
Attorney Code. 61256
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Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

North Township Real Estate For Sale

To advERTisE   
Call 773-465-9700

Call 773-465-9700  
to Advertise

Commercial Space for Rent
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to 
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year 
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven 
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

For Sale
Trailer for sale, for boat or jet ski. Rims, jacks, spare 
wheels included. $457. Call 773-818-0808

Garages/Garage Doors
FAMILY KASTANOVA INC.
GARAGE DOOR SERVICES

Overhead Garage Doors
Electric Openers

Installation and Repairs
(773) 744-6101 (cell)

(630) 717-5329
www.familykastanovainc.com

Health & Fitness
Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental Insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 
1-855-526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos Español

Viagra stop overpaying! Generic Viagra or Cialis 70 
tablets - only $99 shipping included! USAServicesOn-
line.com call now 888-203-0881

Janitorial
Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON 
AREAS CLEANING• OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING • POWER WASHING - SNOW 
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous
Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to 
100% back on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company has pet coverage that can help! Call 
1-844-774-0206 to get a free quote or visit insure-
barkmeow.com/ads

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available.  Call: 855-
761-1725

Become a published author. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. No obligation! We’ve 
recovered millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-
707-5707

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB 
Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos 
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405

847-749-8227
847-291-9091

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

DADRASS
PAINTING

• FREE ESTIMATES •

KITCHEN & BATH  
REMODELING

DADRASSPAINTING@YAHOO.COM

PAINTING

GENERAC GENERATORS

BATH REMODEL

ROOFING

MOTORCYCLES
 

WILL PICK UP 630-660-0571

WANTED
“DEAD OR ALIVE”

HARLEY DAVIDSON,  
HONDA, YAMAHA,  
SUZUKI, KAWASAKI

$$CASH PAID$$
ALL MAKES & MODELS

 Service Directory/Classifieds
To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:  

insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com   
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

AUTOS WANTED

 

WILL PICK UP 630-660-0571

WANTED
“DEAD OR ALIVE”

60s, 70s and 80s 
AUTOMOBILES
$$CASH PAID$$

ALL MAKES  
& MODELS

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items  

from Basements, Garages, Attics,  
Businesses, Estate Clearance

Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Furniture Removal/ 
Junk Removal

See The Dead One Stinks at:
donniesyellowballbooks.com

Death in  
the disabled stall!

The richest guy in Chicago 

has been in the disabled 

stall at his lawyer’s office  

a mite too long.  

Shall we look?

BOOKS

Roofing, Exteriors  
& Garages

44 Years - 30,000+  
Satisfied Customers
• Roofing • Brickwork 

Garages
Financing Available

Licensed,  
Bonded & Insured 

IL Roofing Lic.#104.013526
773-384-6300

secondcityconstruction.com

TOOL LIQUIDATION

• Welder Generator
• Drain Rodder
• Ridgid Threading Machine
• Tank Torch Set    
• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

773-818-0808

RECYCLED • CHEAP

TUCKPOINTING

• TUCKPOINTING • BRICKWORK
• MASONRY • CHIMNEY

• MASONRY VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
• LINTEL REPLACEMENT

• ROOFING • PARAPET WALLS
• GUTTERS • SOFFIT/FASCIA

10% DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

(773) 774-0444
www.MarksTuckpointing.com

Tuckpointing

ACCURATE  
EXTERIOR

& MASONRY
Specializing in Tuckpointing  

Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel, 
Parapet Walls, Parging,  

City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List

Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535
(10S14A)

LOVE TO BUY YOUR 
CAR OR TRUCK

Will Pay $200 to $2,000
For the Good, Bad  

or Ugly
Also Classic, Antique,

Hot Rod or Project Cars
Same Day  

Free Tow Away
$$ Paying Top Dollars $$

For Classics &  
Muscle Cars

CALL (773) 758-2928

Miscellaneous, cont.
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet.  Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions ap-
ply.  Promo Expires 1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936

Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for 
recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survi-
vor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android 
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. Free shipping. 
Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter 
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. 
Free Installation.  Call 866-499-0141

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are 
way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or more in debt? Call National 
Debt Relief to find out how to pay off your debt for 
significantly less than what you owe! Free quote: 
1-877-592-3616

MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety 
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936

My Caring Plan’s local advisors have helped thou-
sands of families with unique needs find senior liv-
ing. Can you afford 2k a month in rent? We can help 
for free! 866-511-1799

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call before the next 
power outage: 1-855-948-6176

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower 
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

Switch & save up to $250/yr on talk, text & data. No 
contract or hidden fees. Unlimited talk & text with 
flexible data plans. Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based service. Call 1-855-903-3048

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage 
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request 
free no obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & 
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

WANTED TO BUY

Comic Books • Sports Cards
 Hot Wheels • Model Kits

Guitars • Records, etc., etc.  
and so on and so on

HONEST AL 773-968-5015

Wanted to Buy
Old Toys &  

Collectibles

TOYS WANTEDDogs, Pets, Livestock
Use Happy Jack™ DD-33 on dogs & cats to kill 
fleas and deer ticks on contact. At Tractor Supply™ 
(www.happyjackinc.com)

Home Remodeling:  
Kitchens, Bathrooms,  

Basements & Exteriors
Commercial Services:  

Office Remodeling, Tenant Improvements,  
Commercial Doors & more

P & L  
Construction Services, Inc.

847-361-6306
www.plconstructionservicesinc.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

East Bank Storage at 1200 W. 35th St.,  
773-247-3000, is opening lockers:   

4C4177 (Berrios, Melissa) 
3F3588 (Drayton, Michael) 

4C4199 (Granit Development Corp) 
3F3662 (Lewandowski, Brett) 
3F3629 (McCaskill, Tiffany) 

3D3360 (Rotunda, Ravenna) 
3C3242 (Sherrod, Sven) 
3F3502 (Tate, Latrice) 

1C2062 (Wilbourn, Nicolas) 
4C4231 (Williams, Anthony) 

for public sale of miscellaneous items.   
This sale is to be held on Thursday, 

September 28, 2023, at 2:00 pm. Cash only.

Notice of Public Sale

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Whether you are home or away, protect what 
matters most from unexpected power outages 
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

SPECIAL  
OFFER

Waiving All 
Installation 
Costs*

*Add’l terms apply. Offer subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Ends 9/30/23. 

CALL NOW

866.753.9521

ONE  
DAY

S K Y L I N E

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

North Township Real Estate For Sale

202020 -------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON F/K/A THE
BANK OF NEW YORK AS TRUSTEE FOR CWHEQ 
HOME EQUITY LOAN ASSET BACKED CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES
2006 Plaintiff,
vs.
JOHN RIES; KATHLEEN M. RIESL; THE PRIVATE  
RESIDENCES AT ONTARIO PLACE CONDOMIN-
IUM ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS;
Defendants,
23 CH 2427
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales 
Corporation will on Tuesday, October 17, 2023 
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West 
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, sell 
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 17-10-111-014-1322; 17-10-111-014-1538.
Commonly known as 10 East Ontario Street, Unit 

2002 and P-S817, Chicago, IL 60611.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with a con-
dominium residence. The purchaser of the unit other 
than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)
(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, 
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The 
property will NOT be open for inspection.
For information call Law Clerk at Plaintiff's Attorney, 
The Wirbicki Law Group, 33 West Monroe Street, 
Chicago, Illinois 60603. (312) 360-9455. W23-0006 
XOME
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3228629

131313 ------------------------------------------------------

060606 -------------------------------------------------------

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

Rogers Park 
shred  

Sept. 23
The 49th Ward of-

fice is hosting a free a 
Shred-A-Thon 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 23, at 6934 N. 
Clark St. 

There is a limit of 
two bankers boxes of 
sensitive documents 
per person and all 
documents should 
have paper and bind-
er clips removed. 

Everything  
that is made  

beautiful and fair  
and lovely  
is made  

for the eye  
of one who sees.
            — Rumi

To advERTisE   
Call 773-465-9700
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RELIABLE SAME DAY SERVICE
24 HOURS 7 DAYS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • HEATING AND A/C
SAME DAY WATER HEATER INSTALLATION AVAILABLE!

CERTIFIED MASTER TECHS AVAILABLE
CALL 773-273-8886 • 847-534-5640

QUALITY HEATING SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE • SAME-DAY INSTALLATION AVAILABLE

WE DELIVER AND INSTALL THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT ON TIME
WE ARE LICENSED, INSURED AND BONDED

For 30 years, our clean-cut, courteous, uniformed technicians have been installing and servicing residential and commercial heating and air conditioning 
systems. Our technicians have the skills to do the job right the first time. We have technicians on-call 24-hours a day and guarantee our work in writing.

Showroom: 4315 N. Elston Ave., Chicago    www.gianthvac.com

80% HIGH EFFICIENCY
TRANE/COMFORTMAKER

GAS FURNACE 
FROM $2,499

10 YEARS GUARANTEE
PARTS & LABOR

GET HIGH QUALITY FURNACES FOR REASONABLE PRICES
Call To Schedule FREE ESTIMATE

$2OO  
Rebate

18-Point Furnace Tune-Up Special
                                      As Low As $79 95

Service On All Makes & Models
Tune-Up Benefits: Improved Efficiency

Added Years To Equipment Life

Reg. “89”

ban on issuing any new late-night licenses 
to establishments in the 2nd Ward. 

During a community meeting in August, 
Old Town neighbors made clear their op-
position to another late night club when 
they broadly opposed Caché, a proposed 

new nightclub on the 1400 block of Wells 
St. Neighbors feared the bar would exacer-
bate the street’s already ongoing problem 
with bad behavior.

Presently there are 13 late-hour license 
holders in his ward. Those licenses allow 
the clubs to stay open until 4 a.m. Monday-
Saturday, and until 5 a.m. Sunday morn-
ings.

In July, Hopkins called on the city to also 
eliminate late-night tavern licenses in Riv-
er North, suggesting these locations were 
also contributing to violence in the area.

In his newsletter, the alderman has been 
blaming late-night violence on his ward’s 
restaurant and bar strips, calling it a strain 
on police resources.

moratorium from p. 1

able to stall an EOD application for any 
reason they may choose.

The Irish Nobleman derives a significant 
amount of its revenue from service on the 
patio, and its employees rely on the busier 
months when the patio is open in order to 
compensate for the relatively slower and 
less profitable colder months.

On July 13, the Morgans, four of their 
restaurant staff, two neighbors - and this 
reporter - went to visit La Spata. At the 
meeting the alderman assured the Morgans 
that they were not going to get his approval 
on the EOD for perhaps as long as another 
60 days. He said that the bar was “out of 
compliance” because it had two extra t 
ables and two benches on their patio. 

Those two benches and tables are why 
the alderman said he will not approve the 
license. In none of the city’s 27 inspec-
tions over the last year were two tables or 
benches ever cited, or tickets written over. 
But that was the lone reason La Spata cited 
for blocking their EOD application. 

In his June 1 agreement with City Coun-
cil, Mayor Johnson gave aldermen the right 
to approve all EOD applications. And that 
was all the power La Spata needed for his 
political retribution. Sources at CDOT have 
told this newspaper that the EOD license 
application for The Irish Nobleman is the 
only one that they’re aware of city-wide 
that has had any trouble getting approved. 

During the July 13 meeting, La Spata  
accused CDOT of giving the Morgans 
“false information.”

“That is not true, it did not happen, and 

thank you for letting us know, I will call 
the Commissioner about this,” La Spata 
said in front of 10 witnesses. 

The Morgans say La Spata and the alder-
man’s office are bullying them by blocking 
their EOD approval for political reasons. 
And now they’re fighting back, for their 
and their staff’s livelihoods.

The Morgans say they are, and always 
have been, in compliance and nobody from 
any city department “has reached out to us 
prior to the July 13 meeting, to notify us of 
any alleged infraction with our [Café].” 

The lawsuit claims that La Spata  
violated their right to free speech and  
political association by supporting alder-
manic candidates who opposed La Spata,  
as well as by making statements in the  
media and at community meetings critical 
of La Spata and the City. 

The case states that La Spata’s irratio-
nal denial of the application, calls for 27  
inspections, and physical interference  
“violated the rights guaranteed under the 
14th Amendment to the United States  
Constitution and 42 U.S.C. § 1983.”

They say that La Spata’s denial of the  
application was retaliatory in that there 
was no rational basis for its denial, oth-
er than the fact the Plaintiffs’ principal  
hosted fundraisers and openly supported 
opposing candidates. The filing claims 
that La Spata’s actions were “intentional, 
willful, and malicious and/or in reckless 
disregard of Plaintiffs’ rights as secured by 
42 U.S.C. § 1983 and the Civil Rights Act 
of 1991.”

The Bar Shop, also owned by the Mor-
gans, joined the suit, claiming La Spata 

intentionally interfered with their expec-
tation of future business. That La Spata’s 
actions have caused businesses to not  
contract with the Bar Shop out of fear that 
they too would be retaliated against by  
La Spata or his allies.

The Bar Shop has designed and built over 
500 bars and/or restaurants throughout the 
country, including many in Chicago. 

The lawsuit says that Bar Shop’s busi-
ness reputation has been damaged as there 
is now a perception that the Bar Shop does 
not know what it is doing, and since the 
feud between the businesses and La Spata 
has been publicized in the media and at 
community meetings, “clients are deterred 
from using the Bar Shop out of fear of  
retribution” from La Spata and City Hall. 

So now the victims of an alderman’s  
political retribution are taking their protest 
to court.

suit from p. 1

BY CWBCHICAGO

A Minnesota man pleaded guilty on 
Wednesday to attempted murder in con-
nection with an apparently random knife 
attack on a River North resident who was 
working out in their condo building’s fit-
ness center.

Judge Michael Hood sentenced Alex 
Blickem to 12 years in exchange for his 
guilty plea. Prosecutors dropped burglary 
and aggravated battery charges in the 
deal.

Blickem, 31, was not supposed to be out-
side Minnesota at the time of the attack, as 
he was awaiting trial for allegedly commit-
ting a similar attack there months earlier.

Surveillance video showed Blickem en-

Minnesota man gets twelve years  
for random knife attack in downtown River North condo building

tering the condo building at 405 N. Wabash 
and opening packages in the mailroom be-
fore he moved across the hall to the fitness 
center around 5:27 a.m. on Sept. 30, 2021, 
officials said.

Once inside the gym, he allegedly 
walked up to a 38-year-old man he did not 
know, stabbed him in the side, and said, 
“You are dead.” 

The victim ran to the lobby to get help 
from the building’s desk attendant. Build-
ing management told residents in an email 
that the attacker was “an outside person 
who does not live in the building.” The 
email did not say how he got into the high-
rise.

Chicago police found Blickem hiding in 
a storage closet with a backpack contain-

ing several knives. Officers also found a 
bloody knife at the fitness room entrance.

Surgeons operated 
on the victim at North-
western Memorial 
Hospital to repair his 
kidney and intestine, 
which were lacerated 
in the attack.

Blickem allegedly 
told police he was 
homeless and came to 

Chicago for a girl. He also claimed to have 
blacked out after taking allergy medicine 
from Walgreens. Prosecutors said he has 
an “extensive history” of psychiatric epi-
sodes and violent and abusive behavior in 
Minnesota.

In fact, officials said he was on pre-trial 
release in that state after he allegedly en-
tered a stranger’s home in April 2021, at-
tacked the man who lives there, and told 
the victim he was dead. Cops reportedly 
found Blickem passed out on the victim’s 
bedroom floor with methamphetamine ly-
ing nearby. He was charged with burglary, 
first-degree assault, threatening bodily 
harm, and narcotics charges by Minnesota 
authorities.

Less than three months later, The 
McLeod (Minnesota) County Sheriff’s 
Office said it arrested Blickem for driving 
while intoxicated, fleeing police, and ille-
gal firearm possession. There was a war-
rant outstanding in the case at the time of 
the River North attack.

Alex Blickem

Old Town neighbors made clear 
their opposition to another late 
night club when they broadly 
opposed Caché, a proposed new 
nightclub on the 1400 block  
of Wells St. Neighbors feared 
the bar would exacerbate  
the street’s already ongoing 
problem with bad behavior.

The lawsuit claims that  
La Spata violated their right to 

free speech and political  
association by supporting 

aldermanic candidates who 
opposed La Spata, as well as by 

making statements  
in the media and at community 

meetings critical of La Spata 
and the City. 




