A smile is a curve
that sets everything straight.

— Phyllis Diller
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River North residents lob
tough questions at new police commander

River North residents took to
Zoom with tough questions for
a new police commander — and
an alderman trying to make pub-
lic safety a key issue but clearly
frustrated with a mayor he says
is not giving CPD enough money
and a State’s Attorney not keep-
ing criminals behind bars.

STORY AND PHOTOS
BY STEVEN DAHLMAN
Loop North News

Hundreds of questions submit-
ted in advance of a public safety
webinar on Sept. 21 reflected
a perception by residents that
violent crime in River North has
spiked.

The webinar, hosted by River
North Residents Assoc. [RNRA],
featured Ald. Brendan Reilly
[42nd] and the new commander
of Chicago Police Department’s
18th District, Jon Hein.

RNRA Public Safety Chairman
Joe Vietri called it an “unprec-
edented overall level of concern”
about public safety by RNRA

A man does a handstand in the middle of State Street at 3:12 a.m. Aug. 2
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as Chicago police respond to a large crowd near State and Hubbard.

members who, he says, believe
that shootings, stabbings, armed
robberies, and carjackings are up
in their neighborhood, while po-
lice visibility is down.

“Residents who have lived here
for 25 years say they never experi-
enced anything like the incidents
and frequency that has been oc-
curring over the last few months,”
said Vietri. “Everyone loves the
neighborhood but they’re afraid
to go outside, especially at night,
and worry about negative impact

on the business community, prop-
erty values, and overall quality of
life.”

In addition to violent crime,
residents complain of gather-
ings of large groups, aggressive
panhandling, drug dealing, drag
racing, loud motorcycles, graffiti,
and other nuisances in a down-
town neighborhood full of enter-
tainment and hospitality venues.
Notable crime hotspots include

QUESTIONS seep. 12

Old Town carjacking linked
to citywide hijacking team
Man caught driving the stolen car
only charged with misdemeanors

BY CWB CHICAGO

Not long after two armed men
forced a 46-year-old driver out
of his $75,000 Audi SUV as he
waited to pick up his child from
school near Clark St. and North
Ave. Sept. 15, police found the
stolen car and arrested the man
who was driving it after he
crashed into another motorist.

But the victim of the crash re-
fused to pursue felony charges
and the Audi’s owner couldn’t
identify the man who crashed his
car in a photo line-up. So, the ac-
cused man was released on a mis-
demeanor recognizance bond.

We’ve now learned the person
police arrested with the victim’s
Audi A8 was on bond for driv-
ing another car taken in an armed
carjacking earlier this year. And
investigators have linked Sept.
15°s carjacking near the Latin
School of Chicago to a series of
other violent hijackings across
the city — including one that tar-
geted another man who was wait-
ing for his own child outside of a
different school and one that took
place inside the parking garage of
an exclusive Lincoln Park co-op
building.

Audi taken, arrest made
Within hours of the Sept. 15

carjacking near the Latin School,
members of CPD’s vehicular hi-
jacking task force found the sto-
len Audi in south suburban Dol-
ton and arrested the person who
was driving it.

“Extensive vehicle tracking
surveillance, combined with other
technology-based tools, were used
to quickly identify and locate this
repeat offender,” Ald. Brian Hop-
kins [2nd] said in an email to
constituents the next day. “Once
located, the offender attempted to
flee but was apprehended.”

Dolton resident Julius Livings-
ton, 36, was charged with misde-
meanor crim-
inal trespass
to a vehicle,
misdemean-
or leaving the
scene of an
accident, and
was ticketed
for running
a red light.
Then, he was
sent on his way because the crash
victim refused to assist with felo-
ny charges.

Julius Livingston

Déja vu

That incident wasn’t the first
time Livingston allegedly tried to
speed away from cops who were
trying to arrest him for driving a

hijacked car.

On April 2, two men took a
man’s Mercedes at gunpoint while
he helped his daughter load bags
into the car on the 800 block of N.
Wood in West Town, prosecutors
would say during a bond court
hearing for Livingston the follow-
ing day. The Mercedes sped away
with some accomplices following
in a tail car.

When police found the car in
Dolton a few hours later, Liv-
ingston was allegedly behind the
wheel. He got out, ran to another
vehicle parked nearby, and drove
away, prosecutors said.

Police chased him until he
crashed into a tree. Officers
found the keys to the carjacked
Mercedes in his pocket, prosecu-
tors said. But he did not match the
physical description of the two
men who confronted the victim,
so he was charged with felony
receiving-possessing a stolen mo-
tor vehicle.

During the April bond hearing,
prosecutors said his felony con-
victions included a 2012 forgery.
“The rest are guns and drugs,” a
prosecutor told Judge David Na-
varro.

Livingston’s defense attorney
said he was going to truck driving

CARJACKING see p. 12
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The Sable Hotel at Navy Pier, offering views of the city skyline and Lake

Michigan.

Courtesy Chicago Architecture Center / Anna Munzesheime

Open House Chicago
starts Oct. 1

In-person visits Oct. 16-17

For Chicago residents, Open
House Chicago is always one of
the most popular weekends of the
year.

This year that hot weekend is
Oct. 16-17, with extended pro-
gramming and city-wide trails
available for the entire month of
October.

Every October, the Chicago
Architecture Center hosts Open
House Chicago—a free public
festival that offers self-guided
history and architecture trails
throughout Chicago, talks and
programming, and behind-the-
scenes access to architecturally,
historically and culturally signifi-
cant sites across the city.

While this year’s program
highlights more than 30 Chicago
neighborhoods, many of the se-
lected sites are located on Chi-
cago’s North Side.

Since 2011, this free public
event gives locals and visitors
alike behind-the-scenes access to
the greatest spaces and places in

Chicago.

For a schedule of events and
more details, visit openhousechi-
cago.org or www.architecture.
org.

New buildings taking part in
Open House Chicago 2021 include
the Sable Hotel at Navy Pier, the
Pullman National Monument Vis-
itor Information Center, and the
Herman Miller Showroom, which
recently relocated from the Mer-
chandise Mart to Fulton Market.
Themed tours designed for walk-
ing or biking unless otherwise
noted, include past favorites such
as “Beer Baron Row” in Wicker
Park and “A Women’s History of
Lincoln Park.” Additionally this
year will also include: “Helmut
Jahn,” a downtown loop of Jahn
buildings and the architecture
center’s Jahn exhibit; The “Great
Chicago Fire” that recognizes the
150th anniversary of the fire (a
driving or biking trail); and the
“Uptown Entertainment District”
touring the historic entertainment
sites clustered near Broadway and
Lawrence Ave. in Uptown.

Even more pot shops for downtown

Despite the fact that it is still
against federal law to do so, City
Hall last week gave the OK to
opening up even more retail pot
sales locations downtown, in Riv-
er North and on the Near North
Side.

Formerly city rules exclude
most of the downtown area from
offering retail recreational mari-
juana.

Now, by a vote of 33-13, Mayor
Lori Lightfoot’s plan to make it
easier to buy and sell those drugs
was approved Sept. 13 by the City
Council.

The new ordinance will allow
marijuana businesses to spread
much more widely into areas
where they were previously pro-
hibited, leaving, only a small
portion of the downtown area
still excluded from selling recre-
ational weed, including parts of
Michigan Ave., the South Loop,
and a stretch of Streeterville ap-
proaching Navy Pier from Michi-
gan Ave.

Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd], in
whose ward most of the pot shops
would be located, urged a yes vote
to benefit minority entrepreneurs
and the city.

“Just remember, every dollar
we find in revenue from canna-
bis is one less dollar we have to
go and ask people to pay on their
property taxes. So we have a real
interest as a city in this industry
doing well,” Reilly told WBBM
Radio.

City Hall also eased some zon-
ing restrictions in outlying neigh-
borhoods so license holders don’t
get drawn into long drawn out
negotiations with aldermen and
nearby community groups while
trying to open pot shops.

With the state of Illinois about
to issue dozens of new pot licens-
es in the Chicago area, the mayor
says she wants to make it easier
for dispensaries to open in even
more neighborhood business dis-
tricts to sell retail pot.
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’Wmdy City’ has nothing to do W|th breezes on the lakefront

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

The City of Chicago and its
citizens have some larger than
life moments to celebrate over the
next few weeks, despite the cata-
clysm of current politics and lack
of responsible leadership. Not
least of all, the 150th anniversary
of the Great Chicago Fire, Oct. 8
-10, a moment that reset all Chi-
cago’s clocks in 1871.

But to turn to a different fire,
our fair city’s aldermen just voted
themselves the largest raise in
Chicago history. Five aldermen,
though, did feel the public shame
was too much to vote aye. So five
out of 50 is what appears to have
passed for a political conscience
here in the “Windy City.”

That, by the way, is a perfect
example of why our overused
nickname ever came to be. It’s
meant to identify that the City
of Chicago, especially the City
Council, is filled to the brim with
“windbags.” It has nothing to do
with breezes on the lakefront.

You know, the human hot air
machines that talk, and talk, and
talk, and eventually do nothing.
Or worse.

So congratulations to the pres-
ent day City Council that has
transcended history and time do-
ing what they do best. That is, be
dynamically predictable politi-
cians of timeless hot air. Profes-
sional political gasbags of dead-
ended self-aggrandizement.

Funny how even with the ab-
sence today of old-fashioned style

Mother Cabrini in Clucago

politicos like Hinky-Dink Kenna,
Bathhouse John Coughlin, Tom
Keane, Dorothy Tillman, Ed-
die Vrdolyak, William Beavers,
Hugh Connelly, John S. Boyle,
Bill Lipinski, Vito Marzullo,
Harry L. Sain, Joseph Rosten-
kowski, Richard Mell, Fast Eddie
Cullerton, Dorsey Crowe, Paddy
Bauler and Bernie Stone, to name
but a few, they still manage, even
now in 2021, to take care of them-
selves first. Reserved seats in the
lifeboat.

That, by the way, is where we
got another of our infamous Chi-
cago mottos, “Ubi est mea,” -
Where’s Mine?

Such familiar, self-serving glut-
tony displays Chicago’s famed
political philosophy in a nutshell.
It’s not complicated or complex.
Of course, Chicago’s elite brah-
min founding families and early
commercial millionaires strug-
gled hard to ensure that their
offspring would serve in the City
Council in the city’s early days.
They felt that their trust fund type
aristocratic heirs were beyond the
lure of easy money or low life
deal making.

That was the realm of the low
born. The working classes, the
immigrant offspring. The Irish,
German and Polish inhabitants
of Chicago. That’s why the City
Councils before and after the fire
had so many McCormicks, Palm-
ers, Hubbards, Wallers, Harri-
sons, Hoynes, Kinzies, Medills,
Newberrys, Ogdens, Wentworths,
Smyths and Swifts represented.
Young men of proper breeding
and education at the service of
the metropolis. No pickpockets
among them.

But as Chicago expanded and
became the thundering com-
mercial capitol of industry and
finance, the swelling population
could hardly restrict elected of-
fice to the commercial nobility.

= A History of Mission
* A Legacy of Service

2021 Benefit

Thursday, October 7
Chicago Yacht Club, 400 E. Monroe St.

Cocktails at 6:00 p.m.
Dinner at 7:00 p.m.

Tickets on sale now

at www.cabrininationalshrine.org

For this event, the Chicago Yacht Club and the Shrine will adhere to all CDC guidelines.

Parking is located at Millennium Lakeside Garage (5 S. Columbus Dr.) between Monroe
and Randolph streets. A $16.00 parking voucher will be available at the Chicago Yacht

Club reception desk upon your arrival.

2520 N. Lakeview Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614 773-360-5115 www.cabrinishrinechicago.com
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The Great Chlcago Fire.

Image courtesy of Chlcago H/storlcal Society

The daily news and necessities
of the city’s expanding neighbor-
hoods needed pragmatic leader-
ship. Guys not afraid to roll up
their sleeves.

The early city, begun in 1837
and ravaged by flames in 1871,
had outgrown its geography. The
tragedy of the fire gave way to
the brilliant promise of post-fire
recovery. The great commercial
barons of Chicago lost no time in
the early days following the blaze
to travel to New York to secure
loans and lock down financial
support for rebuilding Chicago.

Potter Palmer, the hotel mag-
nate, and his commercial allies
ensured that Chicago would rise
from the ashes in a fresh, revital-
ized modern splendor. The rough-
ly 250,000 people who populated
Chicago in 1871 would see the
population double every 10 years.
Half a million in 1880. More
than one million people when the
World’s Columbian Exhibition
opened in 1892. By 1900 there
were two million in Chicago.

Chicago achieved a unique lead-
ership among American cities. Of
the most creative and modern ar-
chitectural designs by men like
Daniel Burnham, Louis Sullivan,
Frank Lloyd Wright and Edward
Burling. The most sophisticated
financial markets and exchanges.
The nation’s most dynamic stock
yards and meat processing plants.
And a vast network of rail lines

DEEP DISH

SMALL BATCH
ARTISNAL DEEP DISH PIZZA

We make a limited number of pizzas
each day. This ensures we provide
the highest quality product to you.

RESERVE YOUR PIZZA at
www.GeorgesDeepDish.com

6221 N. Clark St.

773-801-1551

Tuesday-Saturday 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Closed Sunday and Monday

that shipped meat, machinery and
passengers from one end of the
nation to the other.

Chicago rose like a B o

phoenix from the cinders -
of the 1871 Great Fire in
harmony and style. A city
for bright young minds
and modern engagement
of resources. Success
stalked Chicago’s streets.
Tens of thousands of im-
migrants came from Eu-
rope creating a culture
like nothing ever before.

Caray and Ron Santo to Michael
Jordan and Gwendolyn Brooks.
It will get better. No matter who
votes themselves a raise.

LIGHTFOOT VANDALS:
Residents of Wicker Park are on
edge after a spate of indiscrimi-
nate paintball shootings by gangs
that aimed their paint pellets at
outdoor diners and dog walkers,
imitating gangland shootings.
Cars halted on the busy 1900
block of W. Division St., wildly
firing from their cars. Gang de-
struction and vandalism is exces-
sive in the reborn neighborhood
now that deterrents have been
removed by the mayor. At least
it’s not bullets like we’re seeing
in Old Town, River North and the
Loop.

No problem was too com-
plex for Chicago to solve.

Pat Hughes

Its first resources were its people.
Inventing new ways of living and
reshaping life in urban America.

Chicago sat at the center of the
nation geographically. And philo-
sophically. Life in Chicago was
about balance and freedom. Eco-
nomic success and assimilation.
Within one generation, for exam-
ple, the children of the Irish canal
diggers were educated in local
schools by an army of religious
educators and went on to study
medicine and dentistry and law at
Loyola Univ. Immigrants who ar-
rived not speaking English found
their children embracing the new
language which permitted un-
dreamed of success in employ-
ment and the city’s commerce.

The Second City, the one that
replaced the first town of the
pioneers, was the nation’s most
modern and refined metropolis.
Offering opportunity and advan-
tage to people willing to work
and imagine. It’s good to recall
the drama and stability that came
to the Second City. That energy is
still with us. It is still here despite
the shambles of the present. In
spite of the loss of past expecta-
tions for safety and harmony.

As we look to the historic an-
niversary of the Great Fire, we
can renew our urban confidence
here in the city on the lake. The
dynamic personality of our wind-
swept shimmering lakefront still
lifts our hearts by its majesty. No
American city has such an inland
seascape beside such ageless ar-
chitectural designs. On streets
brimming with character, humor
and sophistication that is the envy
of the nation.

Don’t give up. Great days lay
ahead. Hope flows from whom
we descend and who has walked
these lanes before us. From Mrs.
O’Leary to Mother Cabrini. From
Mayor Richard J. Daley to the
heroes of the Lyric Opera. From
Bertha Palmer to Dorsey Conners,
Sir Georg Solti to Minnie Mino-
s0, Colonel McCormick, Harry

HALL OF FAME: The mel-
low voice of Cubs baseball on ra-
dio, Pat Hughes, will be inducted
into the Chicagoland Sports Hall
of Fame on Oct. 28. He is the
voice of Chicago.

CAN O’ CORN: Congratula-
tions to the Chicago White Sox,
who clinched their first AL Cen-
tral title in 13 years on Sept. 23 in
Cleveland. Tim Anderson hom-
ered twice in that game.
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Heart
of the ‘Hood

by Felicia Dechter

The Chicago Park District [CPD] —as
well as officials from the Chicago Police
and Chicago Fire departments and the
city’s Office of Emergency Management
and Communications -- held a press con-
ference Sept. 21 discussing, among other
things, future plans for “hundreds of life
rings,” that will be dispersed citywide as
part of CPD’s pilot life ring program.

“We said ‘pilot,” but let’s just say we'’re
doing a flight program, meaning it’s al-
ready taken off,” said Alonzo Williams,
CPD’s chief program officer. Williams
said hundreds of life rings were on order
yet delayed by the vendor. But, “As soon
as we get them in, we plan on installing
them,” he said.

Earlier this month, two life rings were
installed in Rogers Park, one at Pratt Pier,
and the other on the adjacent Tobey Prinz
Beach. Sadly, it took the Aug. 22 death of
19-year-old Miguel Cisneros for action to
finally be taken by CPD.

The life ring pilot program now includes
both sanctioned and unsanctioned swim
locations, the latter of which CPD did not
include in its origi-

nal plans.
One person who
will  “believe it

when I see it,” is
Jessica Leon, a reg-
istered nurse who
has been working
on water safety
plans since her
55-year-old father,
Horacio Leon Jr.
drowned in Lake
Michigan in 2018.

“In 2019-2020 1
had so many meet-
ings with the park
district, they told
us they were ready
to place the stations

Jessica Leon holding her dad’s hand while he
was in the hospital.
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Daughter seeks info in father s 2018 drownmg death

ously a sight never forgotten.

“Thanks to them I was able to
spend three days with him in the
hospital and although he was di-
agnosed with severe brain death
I know he knew I was there,”
said Leon. “That time I was with
him is priceless and I will cher-
ish that for the rest of my life. For
that I am so grateful.”

For three years, Leon sought
information and sent in Freedom
Of Information Act requests to
the city for camera footage from
the site and was stonewalled.
She was originally told that if
the footage did exist, it couldn’t
be shared because it might give

Jessica Leon as a child with her dad, Horacio.
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Additionally, that morning,
Mr. Leon withdrew $100 from
the bank and bought a bicycle
at Target. He had a pending ap-
plication for a YMCA apartment
and also a pending SNAP appli-
cation. Mr. Leon became home-
less in March after his car broke
down and he could not continue
to pay for his apartment. At the
time of his death, he lived in the
Pacific Garden Mission Shelter.
“When I picked up his belong-
ings he had saved fruit in his
backpack and he had rented a li-
brary book,” said Leon. “Again,
suicidal people don’t behave that
way.”

terrorists information. (She was
also given a police report with
information blacked out.) Leon
was denied the nearby camera
footage until earlier this year,
when an attorney finally helped
her.

The story of Leon’s fight is still ongoing.
She’s seeking witnesses who might have seen

what happened to her dad when

he was pulled from Lake Michigan at 5:47 p.m.
July 10,2018, at 300 S. Lake Shore Dr.

She suspects that her dad’s
new bicycle fell in the water and
he went to retrieve it.

“His bicycle was never recov-
ered,” said Leon. “The detective
told me to go to the station and
write a report and told me ‘good

“Then it magically appeared,”
said Leon. Unfortunately, the camera does
not span to where Mr. Leon entered the
water. “I don’t know how my dad ended up
in the water,” Leon said. “I’'m looking for
witnesses that were there that could tell me
exactly what happened.”

Since her dad’s death, Leon has been
non-stop advocating for water safety in
both Chlcago and Miami. Legislation
passed for the lat-
ter city, and due to
that, Water Rescue
Stations are being
placed within Mi-
ami/Dade County.

“Everything 1
have set out to do
for water safety in
Chicago and Miami
has been done in
my dad’s name and
it’s my way of being
close to him,” said
Leon, who lives in
Miami. “I am try-
ing my hardest to
keep his memory
alive through water
safety while work-

and they stated they had placed a bid,” said
Leon. “I requested proof of the bid via
FOIA and it turns out they lied.”

“When I confronted the park district via
email, all my emails were left unanswered
and I confronted them in a public meet-
ing,” said Leon. “Again, I’ll believe it when
I see it but if it holds water, it’s bittersweet.
“I'm glad that finally action was taken but
very sad it took people to lose their lives
and us to fight like hell to get it done. Parks
is trying to give themselves a pat on the
back when it was water safety advocates
all along that fought against plenty of resis-
tance for this to be done for the people.”

The story of Leon’s fight is still ongo-
ing. She’s seeking witnesses who might
have seen what happened to her dad when
he was pulled from Lake Michigan at 5:47
p-m. July 10, 2018, at 300 S. Lake Shore
Dr. Mr. Leon was resuscitated and taken to
Northwestern Memorial Hospital in criti-
cal condition and severely brain dead. He
was put on a ventilator, and passed away 10
days later on July 23.

As a nurse who usually knows exactly
what people die from, his daughter would
like to know the circumstances of her dad’s
death, as well as thank the kind strangers
who administered CPR. There were people
on the walkway that day, and/or on a near-
by boat. If anyone has any information,
please email me at writel2@comcast.net.
Leon knows it has been a few years, but
when you see someone drown, it’s obvi-

ing to avoid another family from losing
a loved one to a preventable death like
drowning.”

As I wrote a couple of weeks ago, since
her father’s drowning, Leon has communi-
cated with the CPD and the city’s aldermen
to place Water Rescue Stations along our
entire shoreline. She attended park district
private and public meetings, reached out to
“all lawmakers in Chicago,” including the
Mayor’s office (Emmanuel and Lightfoot),
Gov. JB Pritzker and House and Senate
members. She also drafted a proposal to
bring a lifesaving automated chest com-
pression device to Chicago, so that CPR
can continue uninterrupted even while a
patient is being transported.

“My father did not receive CPR for sev-
eral minutes while being transported up
the inclined terrain,” said Leon. “Chicago
does not have not one of these devices and
this must change.”

Leon also did something that I feel is so
crucial for our kids. She reached out to the
Illinois State Board of Education, provid-
ing them with her proposal for water safety
education plus a physical component for
middle and high school students. “Water
safety is not being taught in Chicago’s
public schools and this is unacceptable,
this must change,” said Leon. “I have yet
to hear back.

“My father loved Chicago and everything
I do for Chicago, I do it for him and in his
name,” she said. “Through his death, he is

making a positive change for Chicago.”

The circumstances around Mr. Leon’s
death, which was ruled a suicide, are un-
clear. Unfortunately, Mr. Leon had fallen
on some hard times prior to his drowning,
and Jessica, 28, had not seen her dad since
she was 11-years-old.

Here’s what she knows: A detective
stated Mr. Leon jumped in the lake after
removing his clothes, and all his clothes
were wet but his cell phone was dry. “A
suicidal person would not set their phone
aside before taking their own life,” said
Leon, who disputes the suicide theory.

luck.” T don’t know who pulled
him out and I'm hoping that reliable wit-
nesses that actually saw what happened can
tell me what happened.

“It’s been difficult but I know my dad did
not take his life,” said Leon. “I want to clear
him of that and I want to have closure.

“I’ve tried to turn my energy to some-
thing positive, it’s my coping mechanism,”
she added. “All around it’s been very dif-
ficult to find answers and to get anything
done for Chicago. I can’t understand the
resistance but I am persistent,” Leon con-
cluded. “He is my Dad and I will do what-
ever it takes.”

What the

Means to Me

Heidi Schreck Oliver Butler

Starring

Cassie Beck

Directed by

OCTOBER 26-NOVEMBER 21

BROADWAY

PLAYHOUSE

AT WATER TOWER PLACE

BROADWAY IN CHICAGO.com

800-775-2000 | Groups 10+: 312-977-1710 | Tickets available at all Broadway In Chicago Box Offices

Audience members are all required to be masked and show proof of vaccination. For those with exemptions, proof of a negative GOVID 19 test is required.
For the latest health and safety procedures and guidelines visit BroadwayInChicago.com/COVID19
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Conifers 101,
dwarfs, and rare
witches brooms

- oh my!

The Northtown Garden Soci-
ety will be hosting an in-person
meeting at Warren Park, 6601 N.
Western, 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 7.

The guest speaker will be Bob
liames, Jr., who will be making a
virtual presentation from Engle-
wood, OH., titled “Conifers 101
plus Dwarf, Rare and Witches
Brooms.”

His PowerPoint will guide
guests through the knowing and
growing of great conifers. Guests
will also see conifers of all shapes,
sizes and colors to add interest to
any garden. He will also discuss
witches brooms, what are they
and why are they important.

liames is a groundskeeper at
the 173-acre Lange Estate in Lud-
low Falls, OH. He is a member of
the American Conifer Society,
Ohio Valley North American
Rock Garden Society, and is cur-
rent president of the Miami Val-
ley Hosta Society.

His passion is dwarf and un-
usual conifers and currently he
has more than 400.

The Lange Estate gardens also
showcase more than 400 hostas,
250 daylilies, rock garden plants,
and many other rare and unusual
perennials. He has provided con-
tinuing education for Ohio’s Mi-
ami, Montgomery, and Greene
Counties and Hendricks County,
Indiana.

For more information writ to
www.northtowngardensociety.
org.
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Reassessment sends

North Side property values to the moon

by Don DeBat

Home, condominium and small
apartment building owners in
the North Side neighborhoods of
Streeterville, Gold Coast, Near
North Side, River North, Old
Town and Lincoln Park should
brace themselves for hefty prop-
erty tax increases next year.

Last week, the Cook County
Assessor’s Office released assess-
ments of residential and commer-
cial properties in North Chicago
Township.

Assessor Fritz Kaegi noted that
the Near North Side—bounded
by Fullerton Ave. on the north,
Lake Shore Dr. on the east, and
the Chicago River on the south
and west—posted “surprisingly
robust” real estate values.

In 2020, median sale prices
of single-family homes in North
Chicago Township were about
$1.1 million, while median condo-
minium prices hit $320,000, the
assessor reported. In 2021, most
Near North Side single-family
homes range in market value from
$920,000 to $1.59 million. Condo
values ranged from $270,000 to
$420,000.

“Despite the pandemic, down-
town rents have increased since
2018, driving some commercial
property values higher,” Kaegi
said.

In 2021, the entire City of Chi-
cago is being reassessed. The as-
sessment level is 10% of market
value for residential property. The
2021 assessment increases will be
reflected on the second install-
ment of the property tax bill is-
sued in summer of 2022.

Many North Side apartment
building owners are planning
hefty rent increases next year to
pay the expected sharply higher
2021 tax bills.

YEAR-ROUND
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The North Side has posted “surprisingly robust” real estate values.
Photo by Don Garbarino

Assessor Fritz Kaegi said the reassessment process
is reducing the property tax burden on residential
taxpayers and placing more of it on owners
of high-rise apartments, office buildings
and other commercial properties.

A spot survey by the Home Front column revealed
that statement is far from true.

Kaegi said the reassessment
process is reducing the property
tax burden on residential tax-
payers and placing more of it on
owners of high-rise apartments,
office buildings and other com-
mercial properties.

A spot survey by the Home
Front column revealed that state-
ment is far from true. The fol-
lowing examples show hefty
residential assessment increases
to match the skyrocketing com-
mercial assessment hikes:

e Old Town: The 2021 esti-
mated fair market value on a his-
toric red brick 6-flat near Crilly
Court rose a whopping 55.5% to
$1,560,000 from $1,002,980 in
2020. The assessed value jumped
to $156,000 from $100,298. The
2020 tax bill was $25,331.

e Lincoln Park: The 2021 es-
timated fair market value on a
vintage red brick 4-flat rose 38%
to $1,570,000 from $1,137,100
in 2020, according to the asses-
sor. The assessed value jumped
to $157,001 from $113,710. The
owner paid a 2020 tax bill of
$21,652.

* Logan Square: A graystone
3-flat owner was surprised when
the assessor reported his proper-
ty’s fair market value rose 39.3%
to $800,000 from $574,210. The
building is near the CTA Blue
Line. The assessed value jumped
to $80,000 from $57.421. The
2020 tax bill was $12,144.

* Avondale: The fair market
value of a Victorian greystone
3-flat in this neighborhood just
north of Logan Square skyrock-
eted 66.4% to $630,000 from
$378,460. The assessed value
rose to $63,000 from $37,346.
The owner paid a 2020 tax bill of
$7.767.

Colfee &
Newspapers e~

The owner of a yellow-brick
3-flat on the northern border of
Avondale saw his fair market val-
ue jump 43.1% to $450,000 from
$314,440. The assessed value rose
to $45,000 from $31,444. The
2020 tax bill was $6,340.

Hot North Side areas such as
Old Town, Lincoln Park, Lo-
gan Square and Avondale aren’t
the only neighborhoods being
whacked with sharply higher 2021
reassessments. Here are other ex-
amples:

* The Villa: The fair market
value of a stucco bungalow in this
landmark neighborhood—bound-
ed by Addison, Avondale and
Pulaski—rose 32.2% to $600,000
from $453,580. The assessed val-
ue rose to $60,000 from $45,358.
The owner paid a 2020 tax bill of
$10,145.

* Old Irving Park: The asses-
sor reported that the fair market
value of a vintage red-brick six-flat
in the neighborhood rose 46.3%
to $800,000 from $546,560 in
2020. The assessed value rose to
$80,000 from $54,656. The 2020
tax bill was $12,224.

e North Lincoln Square: The
fair market value of a yellow
brick 4-flat skyrocketed 63.2%
to $560,000 from $343,080 in
2020. The assessed value rose to
$56,000 from $34,308. The owner
paid a 2020 tax bill of $7,642.

e North Park/Hollywood
Park: The fair market value of
a frame, four bedroom, 3.5-bath
single-family home near Legion
Park rose 26.5% to $670,000 from
$529,370. The assessed value rose
to $67,000 from $52,937. The
2020 tax bill was $11,833.

* West Rogers Park: The fair-
market value of a 2-bedroom,
1-bath garden-level condominium
in a walk-up building skyrocketed
61.4% to $130,000 from $80,520.
The assessed value rose to $13,000
from $8,052. The owner paid a
2020 tax bill of $1,102.

The assessor’s lofty market-val-
ue increases translate into sharply
higher assessed values. And, that
could spark some shocking real
estate tax hikes when the second
installment bills arrive in late
2022, analysts say.

“The property-tax bill is deter-

mined by four factors: the assess-
ment, the equalization factor, or
‘multiplier,” the tax rate and the
exemptions,” said Michael Grif-
fin, a Chicago real estate tax ap-
peal attorney.

However, predicting a hefty
property tax increase when the
second installment of the 2021
bill arrives in late 2022 really
centers on two wild cards—the
tax rate and the state equalization
factor, which can’t be challenged
by taxpayers.

The equalization factor, or
“multiplier,” is established each
year for Cook County to bring
property tax assessments in line
with other parts of Illinois. The
factor is determined by the Illi-
nois Dept. of Revenue.

The main engine that drives up
property-tax bills is the amount
of money spent by local govern-
ment.

For example, homeowners who
read their 2020 tax bills will see
the continued increased spending
for schools and police, firefighter
and teacher pensions. Last week,
Mayor Lori Lightfoot proposed
property tax increases in the new
budget.

Property owners who think
they are over-assessed should ap-
peal now, Griffin advises. If the
assessment increases are not ap-
pealed, the hikes will take effect
on the 2021 tax bill. A homeown-
er can not fight the tax bill. It is
too late to appeal when the bill
arrives.

Visit the assessor’s website:
www.cookcountyassessor.com, or
call 312-443-7550 to find compa-
rable properties or start the appeal
process. The assessor’s deadline
for filing an appeal in North Chi-
cago Township is Oct. 19.

A taxpayer can file with the
Cook County Board of Review
(312-603-5542) or www.cook-
countyboardofreview.com  and
later with the Illinois Property
Tax Appeals Board (217-785-
6076), or www.ptab.illinois.gov.
Or, call Michael Griffin, an ex-
pert tax-assessment lawyer, at
312-943-1789.

Racing Real Estate:

Former race car driver Bobby
Rahal sold his 7,000-square-foot
mansion in Lincoln Park for just
under $4 million.

The 68-year-old winner of the
1986 Indianapolis 500 now co-
owns the Rahal Letterman Lani-
gan Racing team with Mike Lani-
gan and former late-night talk
show host David Letterman, the
Chicago Tribune reported.

With a final sales price of $3.9
million, Rahal took a small loss on
the mansion, which he paid $3.99
million for in 2014. He first listed
the home for sale in 2018 with an
asking price of $5 million. After
cutting the price multiple times,
and even taking it off the market
completely before relisting, Rahal
finally sold the home.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.



BY GREG BISHOP

Over the last 20 months or so, many
North Siders who lost their jobs due to the
government-imposed economic lockdown
have screamed into their phones, or even
stared with blank rage at the locked doors
of the Illinois Dept. Dept. of Employment
Security at 2444 W. Lawrence Ave., when
no government officials answered or re-
sponded, wondering how it could be so
easy for criminal hackers to get paid but
not them, legitimate claimants.

Nearly two years into the pandemic, it is
still not known how much fraud has been
paid out of Illinois’ unemployment system
from throughout the pandemic.

After Gov. J.B. Pritzker issued a stay-at-
home order in March 2020, unemployment
filings skyrocketed as people were laid off
from the decrease in economic activity.
That unemployment hangover lasted for
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Illinois unemployment officials
still can’t say how much fraud has been paid

months with backlogs of unemployment
claims stacking up over time.

The result: Illinois’ unemployment trust
fund debt is around $5 billion. Taxpayers
are already paying interest on that debt
with around $10 million due for this year
and up to $60 million due after the next
year, if the debt isn’t paid off.

In the spring, the Illinois Dept. of Em-
ployment Security said they’ve stopped 1.7
million fraudulent claims. But, at an Illi-
nois House hearing Sept. 23, IDES Direc-
tor Kristin Richards still couldn’t quantify
how much has been paid out.

“Some states have put out their rough
estimates,” Richards said. “We’ve not yet
been in a position to do so. But those rough
estimates have largely been focused on
the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance
[PUA] program.”

PUA was the temporary unemployment
program the federal government set up

for independent contractors and the self-
employed. When pressed for an estimate of
how much fraud there’s been, Richards still
couldn’t say.

One thing that is clear, Jon Coss with
Thomson Reuters said, is a trend seen
across the country.

“What we’ve literally seen is claims
come in from as many as 150 countries to
another state unemployment system,” Coss
said. “The hackers knew what they were
doing.”

“This includes the use of technologies
like bots, IP spoofing software and email
wildcards,” Coss said. “Criminals are also
taking advantage of a large number of data
breaches to use stolen IDs and create syn-
thetic, sometimes referred to as Franken-
stein, IDs to steal funds.”

While Illinois Dept. of Innovation and
Technology’s Adam Ford said efforts are
ongoing to secure state systems from bad
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actors with updated technology, there still
needs to be a point of contact for benefi-
ciaries.

“Where they can call in and say ‘hey, this
did not work for me, how else can I verify I

“What we’ve literally seen

is claims come in from as many
as 150 countries to another
state unemployment system,”
Jon Coss said. “The hackers
knew what they were doing.”

am who I am so that I can continue to take
advantage of these services,” Ford said.

Offices for IDES just recently reopened
by appointment only after being closed
to the public for more than 18 months. If
you’re brave enough, you can drive by the
Lawrence Ave. facility and see if they’ll let
you come in.

Spikes in job scams come as more people return to workforce

BY SCOT BERTRAM

The Better Business Bureau [BBB] is
warning of a spike in job scams in Chicago
as people return to the workforce.

And with some pandemic-related ben-
efit programs scheduled to end soon, of-
ficials are worried the problem could get
even worse.

“In Illinois, the BBB is seeing that this
is the riskiest scam right now. The com-
plaints are coming in increasingly,” said
Steve Bernas, president and CEO of the
BBB in Chicago and Northern Illinois. “It
is a lot more sophisticated than it has been
over the years and the numbers are quite
alarming.”

A recent report indicated people ages
25-t0-34 are the most common targets of
the operation, with a median financial loss
reported by victims of $1,000.

“They’re actually doing interviews,”
Bernas said. “The scammers are taking
the time, not just making the call and ask-
ing you for your information, they’re actu-
ally going through an interview process on
Zoom or another source. People are think-
ing, ‘This has to be real.””

The BBB says many consumers who
have been scammed have posted some type
of personal information on well-known job
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sites, which gives fraudsters a head-start.
He advises people to do homework on any
potential employer.

“The only way to put scams
out of businesses is not to give
them your business,”
Steve Bernas said. “There’s not
enough law enforcement
in the world that could protect
you or educate you on these
types of scams. It’s up to you
to become educated.”

“The only way to put scams out of busi-
nesses is not to give them your business,”
Bernas said. “There’s not enough law en-
forcement in the world that could protect
you or educate you on these types of scams.
It’s up to you to become educated.”

A recent report from the BBB also sug-
gests one gender might be more at-risk.

“About 67% of the complaints are filed
by females,” Bernas said. “We don’t know
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what the reason is. It could be them just fil-
ing the complaint [on behalf of someone
else]. But this is an unusually high percent-
age of women.”

Tips to avoid a scam include looking to
find the job posting on a company’s website
and searching for the potential employer’s
name along with the word “scam” to see if
any similar problems have been reported.

“We find many times that these scam-
mers are using these imposter scams, where
they make it look like they’re calling from
national companies that are well known,

like Amazon,” Bernas said. “And it’s not,
there’s just saying they’re from Amazon.
Even on Amazon’s website, you can see the
warnings.”

Bernas says to look out for offers that ap-
pear to be too good to be true or for any
employer who asks you to pay up-front be-
fore landing the job.

Even if you did not become a victim,
consumers who may have been a target of
these scams are asked to report attempts to
the Better Business Bureau at bbb.org.
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Police
Beat...

Charges filed in “attack”
on Uptown alderman

An Uptown man is charged with
misdemeanor aggravated assault
stemming from an alleged confron-
tation with local Ald. James Capple-
man [46th] over the weekend. Tony
Landers, 58, is scheduled to appear
in court on Oct. 20.

“l am com-
pletely fine
and my inju-
ries were very
minor,” Cap-
pleman said
in a statement
Sept. 19.

The case is
an interesting
studybecause
Cappleman,
who has had
at least two other people arrested
following confrontations since be-
ing elected in 2011, worked more
than 20 years as a social worker.

Police initially said someone
struck the alderman with a “blunt
object” that Cappleman later identi-
fied as a small table. But Landers is
charged only with assault, meaning
he's accused of threatening Capple-
man but not making physical con-
tact.

The alderman told the Chicago
Tribune that he went to the 4700
block of N. Racine on Sept. 18 to ad-
dress complaints of at least a dozen
people drinking and causing a dis-
turbance on the corner. Only one
man was on the scene when he ar-
rived, and a small table was on the
sidewalk.

Cappleman told the paper he told
the man the
table didn't
belong there
and he took
it with him.
As the alder-
man turned
a corner, he
encountered
about eight
more men, in-
cluding Land- —— —
ers, who laid claim to the table, ac-
cording to the alderman’s account.

“Cappleman said his husband
called 911 as he continued to hold
onto the table. That’s when one of
the men put his arm around Capple-
man’s neck. At some point, the table
broke in half and Cappleman said
his husband believes he was struck
with a part of the table,” the paper
reported.

“He thought they were hitting me
with it, that they hit me repeatedly.
| had so much adrenaline going, |
honestly can't tell you,” Cappleman
said. “He could've had a knife. ...
That’s not the way | want to die.”

CPD dispatch records indicate
that whoever called 911 about the
incident said the alderman had
been attacked and identified Tony
Landers by name.

Interestingly, after having Landers
arrested, Cappleman told the paper
that “we can’t arrest ourselves out of
this” problem.

Cappleman, who frequently men-
tions his social work career during
public meetings and on social me-
dia, has pressed charges against at
least two other people following en-
counters on the streets of Uptown.

In 2012, Cappleman claimed that
a woman with nearly 400 arrests on
her record “reached into her blouse
and was chasing me” after he con-

Ald. James
Cappleman

Tony Landers

fronted her about drinking on the
sidewalk near Montrose and Broad-
way.

Cappleman said he thought the
woman had a knife — a prospect he
raised after Saturday’s incident, too
— but cops did not find any knife in
the woman'’s possession when they
arrested her for allegedly pushing the
alderman into some bushes.

Shermaine Miles served nearly a
year in prison for that incident. A few
months before that incident, Capple-
man accused a 5-2” 110-lbs woman
of shoving him into the street when
he tried to sweep up breadcrumbs
that she had tossed on the ground
for pigeons to enjoy. The woman also
threw breadcrumbs at him during the
attack, Cappleman alleged.

In that case, a CPD tactical unit
swarmed the area and arrested the
woman after Cappleman signed a
misdemeanor battery complaint
against her.

Man recovering
after being stabbed in River North
Police are investigating after a 32-
year-old man was found with multiple
stab wounds in the Loop Sept. 21.
The victim told police he was at a
restaurant on the 600 block of N. Clark
when a man approached him, began
yelling, and stabbed him several times
with a knife around 5 a.m. He said he
ran all the way to 35 E. Wacker Drive
after being stabbed to call for help.
Police met with the man, who had
stab wounds to his back, arm, and hip,
at a convenience store on the corner
of Wacker and Wabash. An ambulance
took him to Northwestern Memorial
Hospital in fair condition.
Investigators searched the parking
lot of the former “Rock & Roll McDon-
alds” and the Hard Rock Cafe, both of
which are on the 600 block of N. Clark,
but they found no evidence of a stab-
bing, according to a CPD report.
Police said the victim described
the attacker as a heavyset Black male
wearing a blue, black, and white jack-
et. He was last seen running north.

Driver carjacked near Clark
and Diversey; second hijacking
near intersection since Friday

Armed men carjacked a driver near
the intersection of Clark and Diversey
in Lincoln Park Sept. 21, police said. It's
the second hijacking in the immedi-
ate area since Friday. And on Tuesday
afternoon, a woman was carjacked in
West Town.

September carjackings are pac-
ing about 30% higher than the same
month last year and about 100%
higher than Sept. 2019, according to
the city’'s data.

Most recently, two armed men con-
fronted a 34-year-old man who was
unloading his SUV on the 2700 block
of N. Clark around 7:15 p.m. Tuesday,
according to police. The hijackers took
control of his charcoal gray Range
Rover and headed south on Clark ac-
companied by a blue sedan that may
have been occupied by accomplices.

Officers with CPD’s hijacking task
force found the Range Rover aban-
doned on the 9900 block of S. Ab-
erdeen in Washington Heights about
an hour after it was taken. No arrests
were made.

Police did not release descriptions
of the suspects.

Another carjacking was reported in
the same area around 7:15 p.m. Friday.
In that case, a man told police he was
about to go into a restaurant on the
2900 block of N. Broadway to pick up
an order when a hijacker pulled him
from his car.

The carjacker turned east on Surf
St., picked up another man, and then
continued toward Lake Shore Dr., the
victim reported. No suspect descrip-
tions were available.

Tuesday’s carjacking in West Town
took place around 2:45 p.m. on the
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1300 block of W. Huron. A woman told
police that one hijacker displayed a
gun and ordered her out of her SUV
while another man jumped into the
vehicle.

The offenders were last seen head-
ing north on Ada St. with the woman's
gray Lexus RX350. She said they were
both Black males between 16- and 20-
years-old who stand about 6-feet tall
and weigh about 180 Ibs. One of them
wore a gray hoodie with black pants.
The other wore a black hoodie.

Chicago police logged 1,099 car-
jackings citywide this year through
Sept. 7. Hijackings are up 36% this year
compared to 2020's record-setting to-
tal and up 200% compared to 2019.

Driver carjacked at gunpoint
near Grant Park

Three men carjacked a driver at
gunpoint near Grant Park Sept. 20, po-
lice said. No arrests have been made.

A 47-year-old man was parked in
an alley behind the 300 block of N.
Michigan when the hijackers walked
up to his white GMC Terrain around
8:54 p.m., said Kellie Bartoli, a CPD
spokesperson.

One of the hijackers pointed a gun
atthe man and ordered him to get out
of the vehicle. He complied, and the
carjackers drove away with the SUV.
A city license plate reader detected
the hijacked vehicle traveling south
on the Dan Ryan Expy. at 33rd street
about 10 minutes later.

Bartoli said the suspects are de-
scribed as Black males between 16-
and 18-years-old who wore hooded
sweatshirts.

Police have logged 16 carjackings
in the Loop so far this year. That's up
from 11 cases at this point last year,
four at this time in 2019, and five dur-
ing the same period in 2018.

Citywide, there were 1,124 carjack-
ings reported through September
11. That's up 37% from the 821 cases
reported during the same period last
year and up 200% from the 324 car-
jackings reported as of Sept. 11, 2019.

For this month, police recorded 53
carjackings citywide as of Sept. 11, up
from 37 during the same period last
year and 25 during the timeframe in
2019.

Uptown man charged
with Aggravated Battery
of police officer

Timothy Thomas, 31, of the 800
block of W. Sunnyside, was charged
with one felony
count - Aggra-
vated Battery/
Peace Officer,
one felony
count — Armed
Habitual Crimi-
nal, and one
misdemeanor
count - Driving
— 2 = OnRevoked Li-
cense and various other traffic viola-
tions when he was arrested 11:43 a.m.
Sept. 21 in Rogers Park.

He was arrested in the 7600 block of
N.Ashland, when less than 20 minutes
earlier, officers attempted to conduct
a traffic stop on the offender in the
1500 block of W. Jonquil Terrace.

Thomas then fired shots in the di-
rection of officers before attempting
to run from the scene. Responding
officers located the offender, and he
was placed into custody and charged
accordingly.

Cops looking for man
who grabbed woman in Loop

Chicago police on Sept. 25 released
a photo of a man who allegedly
touched a woman inappropriately in
the Loop earlier this month.

Police said the man grabbed a
woman'’s buttocks twice while the
victim walked on the first block of
East Congress Parkway around 6:20
p.m. Sept. 13.

Left to right: Jamaal Ashsaheed, Javion Bush; and Raynell Lanford have
all pleaded guilty to federal charges in connection with the carjacking.

Federal jury convicts man
of carjacking off-duty cop in Edgewater

A federal jury has convicted a man
of carjacking an off-duty Chicago po-
lice officer in the Edgewater neigh-
borhood three years ago.

Jamar Jarvis, 21, was found guilty of
carjacking and brandishing a firearm
in connection with a carjacking on
Friday, according to court records. He
faces a minimum sentence of seven
years for the
gun charge and
up to 15 years
for carjacking,
according to
a  statement
from the U.S.
Attorney’s Of-
fice in Chicago.
Sentencing is

ing the Lexus, Jarvis, Lanford, Ash-
saheed, and Bush drove it to a gas
station in the South Loop neigh-
borhood of Chicago, where they
purchased gas and a gas can. CPD
officers later arrested them.

Lanford and Ashsaheed have
pleaded guilty to carjacking and
weapons offenses, and Bush plead-
ed guilty to being an accessory after
the fact.

The crew demanded the officer’s
car, took her keys, and then all five
robbers climbed into her vehicle
and drove away, according to a
statement from the police depart-
ment.

Officers working in the Town Hall
(19th) Police District became aware
of the carjacking and intercepted
the vehicle several minutes later in
the 4700 block of N. Lake Shore Dr.
The Town Hall officers followed the
stolen Lexus south until members
of the FBI's Carjacking Task Force
and the Chicago Police Dept. heli-
copter unit joined them.

Officers pulled the vehicle overin
the 5500 block of S. Lake Shore Dr.
and then chased the occupants on
foot. Cops found a gun inside the
stolen car.

Jamar Jarvis

scheduled for Dec. 13.
On Oct. 18, 2018, a 47-year-old CPD
officer was parking her Lexus SUV on
the 5800 block of N. Winthrop when
a group of men approached her. One
of the offenders was pointing a hand-
gun at her, police said at the time.
Jarvis and two others — Raynell Lan-
ford, 21, and Jamaal Ashsaheed, 22,
both of Chicago - then forcibly took
a Lexus sport-utility vehicle from a
victim at gunpoint. Javion Bush, 21,
of Chicago, provided assistance to the
others after the carjacking. After tak-

But DePaul University’s Office of
Public Safety included more details

in Dec. 2019, according to prosecu-
tors.

in a safety alert The victim told police that he
that it issued struck his face on the platform
shortly  after  when five men grabbed him by the
the incident. legs, pushed him to the ground, and

The school beat him before taking his suitcase
said, “a male, and other property. Police released
described surveillance images of the suspects
as possibly  about a week later and Sims was
homeless, ap- subsequently identified.

proached a fe-
male from be-

Judge Kenneth Wadas oversaw
the robbery case and sentenced

hind, reached Sims.

under her Since 2008, Sims has been sent to
clothing and prison for mob action, theft by de-
grabbed her.  ception, narcotics, being a felon in

The male then
laughed and walked in the opposite
direction, northbound on Holden
Court.”

DePaul’s alert said the incident
happened behind the University Cen-
ter on its Loop campus.

CPD described the man as White
with brown hair and brown eyes. He
was wearing a blue shirt at the time of
the assault.

Area One detectives are handling
the investigation. They can be con-
tacted at 312-744-8261 about case
#JE-372443.

possession of a firearm, and a 2013
robbery, according to state records.

Another shooting downtown

A 27-year-old woman is being
questioned after a man was found
shot in the Loop around 8:10 a.m.
Sept. 26, according to Chicago po-
lice and a source. The woman, who
lists a Rockford address and re-
portedly admitted to shooting the
man, surrendered to officers at the
scene.

Police released few details about
the shooting except to say the man,
identified as a “John Doe” of un-
known age, was shot several times
while sitting in a vehicle with a
“known offender” on the 100 block
of E. Wacker Dr.

Police said the man was taken to
Northwestern Memorial Hospital in
critical condition.

CPD dispatch records indicate the
victim called 911 after being shot
and identified the shooter by name
to an operator. According to anoth-
er dispatch, the woman also called
911, claimed to be a concealed carry
holder, and admitted that she shot
the man.

She also walked up to a cop at the
scene and admitted that she shot

POLICE BEAT seep. 10

Loop regular
will be out by Christmas

A man with a long history of spark-
ing trouble and violence in the Loop
and near the CTA’s Chicago Red Line
station has received a four-year sen-
tence for a violent robbery at the
Jackson Red Line Station. But, with a
50% “good behavior” discount and
credit for the 593 days he spent in jail,
Roderrick Sims will be out of prison by
Christmas.

Sims racked up eight separate ar-
rests in 2019 along the CTA's Red Line
downtown, and he was supposed
to be on electronic monitoring for a
pending case when he and four other
offenders brutally beat a 37-year-old
man on the Jackson Red Line platform
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Shoplifting mobs are raiding everything
from high-end boutiques to your local Walgreens
Mobs flee with thousands in merchandlse

BY CWBCHICAGO

A sometimes violent shoplift-
ing team has repeatedly raided
high-end retailers to steal expen-
sive purses along the Magnificent
Mile, Oak St., and Rush St. this
month, according to several po-
lice reports.

But luxury boutiques aren’t the
only stores falling victim to orga-
nized theft teams. Police are also
looking for a two-man team that
is stealing bags full of cigarettes
from Walgreens locations. And
another crew is walking out of
Ulta Beauty stores across the city
with garbage bags full of stolen
products.

Here’s the latest on the three
crime patterns:

Luxury store raids

Some of the biggest names in
high fashion are losing thousands
— sometimes tens of thousands
— of dollars to a team of thieves
that is storming into their stores
to steal purses and handbags
from display shelves, according
to CPD reports. The raids have
been happening during afternoon
hours along the Mag Mile and
Rush St. corridors.

Around 4 p.m. Sept. 20, an
employee at Bottega Veneta ad-
mitted a man into the boutique

Chicago police units sit outside the Ulta Beauty, 2754 N. Clybourn,

following a raid by shoplifters on Sept.17.

Photo by Peter von Buol

at 800 N. Michigan. About 11
other men poured in behind the
first. The crew collected about
35 handbags, which retail for
thousands of dollars each, from
the shelves and ran out the door,
according to a property manage-
ment company’s email to nearby
residents. A police report said the
crew escaped in at least two cars,
including a gray Honda CRV.

On Sept. 18, a group of six men
walked into Salvatore Ferragamo,
645 N. Michigan, but they left
without taking anything after ap-
parently becoming spooked. A
store employee reportedly recog-
nized some of the men as part of
a crew that took $43,000 worth of
purses and critically injured the

shops 73-year-old security guard
in August.

Around 5:30 p.m., the same
men stormed into Burberry, 633
N. Michigan, pushed the store’s
security guard, and stole nine
handbags, according to a police
report. They fled in cars that were
waiting outside, according to wit-
nesses.

Shortly after noon on Sept. 17,
three men reportedly conducted a
similar raid for purses at Intermix
at 40 E. Delaware. They got away
in a gold BMW.

Another report said a similar
crime unfolded Sept. 13, at Mon-
cler, 33 E. Oak. Six people wear-
ing masks entered the store and
fled with high-end products. At

Man charged with armed robbery
on CTA train after his aunt recognlzes him

Deleon Davis’ aunt recognized him from CTA surveillance as one of the

men and contacted police.

A man who’s on probation for
robbing a woman in Bucktown
last summer is being held without
bail on a new robbery charge after
his aunt turned him in to police,
according to prosecutors.

Earlier this month, CPD’s
Mass Transit Unit released CTA
surveillance images of two men
who allegedly robbed a 22-year-
old man aboard a Blue Line train
near Clark-Lake. Deleon Davis’
aunt recognized him as one of
the men and contacted police,
Assistant State’s Attorney Calvin
Astrella said during a bond court
hearing Sept. 26.

Davis, an accomplice, and the
victim were the only people on the
train car when Davis walked up
to the man, put a gun to his face,
and demanded his phone around
10:15 a.m. Sept. 1, Astrella said.
After taking the man’s phone and
bag, Davis and his companion ex-
ited the train. The victim called
police.

When police arrested Davis, 21,
his hair was much shorter than
the man seen in CTA surveillance
images, but he identified himself

as the person seen in the photos,
Astrella said. He denied robbing
the passenger, though.

Davis is currently on proba-

tion for escape and for robbing a
woman of her phone in the 2100
block of N. Western on July 14,
2020, according to Astrella and
CPD records.

Prosecutors didn’t ask Judge
David Navarro to hold Davis
without bail on the new allega-
tions, and the judge specifically
noted that state law prohibits him
from holding someone without
bail on his own.

Instead, Navarro set bail at
$500,000. Davis is also being
held without bail for violating the
terms of probation in his 2020
cases.

PROTECT
YOUR FAMILY

Keep mercury out of the environment by safely
disposing of your old mercury thermostat.

To find a recycling location, visit:

thermostat-recycle.org/zipsearch

&Thermostat Recycling’

ORPORATI

least one of those offenders had a
gun, the report said.

Ulta trouble

Earlier this month, Chicago
police issued two warnings
to businesses about groups of
shoplifters who were swarming
stores to steal perfumes. One
of the warnings said the thieves
were escaping with garbage bags
filled with stolen merchandise.
The other warning said a store
on the 400 block of N. Michigan
was targeted three times between
Aug. 27 and 31.

While police did not identify
the businesses by name, this re-

Earlier this month,
Chicago police issued
two warnings

to businesses about
groups of shoplifters
who were swarming
stores to steal perfumes.

porter has learned that all of the
stores involved are Ulta Beauty
locations.

Since the alerts were issued,
garbage bag-wielding thieves hit
Ulta at 2754 N. Clybourn Ave.
around 3:45 p.m. Sept. 17 and at
1107 S. Delano Ct. in the South
Loop around 12:15 p.m. Sept. 19.

The Ulta thefts are suspected
of being part of a large-scale
operation that sells stolen name-
brand merchandise online at deep
discounts.

Walgreens cases

Police are also working to track
down a pair of armed men who
are stealing cigarettes from Wal-
greens stores across the city.

On Sept. 11, the men struck
three times between 9 p.m. and
11 p.m. at 111 S. Halsted, 2001 N.
Milwaukee, and 3222 N. Milwau-
kee, according to CPD reports.

The men, who wear masks,
were reportedly traveling in a
white four-door Buick.

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

FRE

Limited Time Offer -

A $695 Value!
Call for Details

Wine Fest
in Jonquil Park
Oct. 8-10

Wine sommeliers on hand

Jonquil Park becomes the best
tasting room in town with the re-
turn of Lincoln Park Wine Fest
Oct. 8-10. Wine and food pavilions
cover the park grounds selling
wine, food and accoutrements.

Sommeliers and brand ambas-
sadors will assist wine experts
and newbies alike in learning
more about all things Oenology
and Viticulture.

Lincoln Park Wine Fest takes
place in Jonquil Park, 1001 W.
Wrightwood Ave. and will offer
general admission tasting tickets
including a commemorative wine
glass start at $40.

Guests can grow their knowl-
edge as a wine connoisseur dur-
ing one of the numerous two-
hour tasting sessions held over
the course of the weekend, by
sampling 12 varietals of wine in
addition to access to the festival
grounds and a commemorative
tasting glass, with a VIP ticket,
that includes samples of five ad-
ditional specialty wines. VIP
tickets are only sold in advance of
the festival.

For more information and
tickets, visit chicagoevents.com/
events/lincolnparkwinefestival.
Varietals from the VIP tasting list
include specialty wines that retail
for over $50 a bottle.

Lincoln Park Wine Fest is host-
ed by the Wrightwood Neighbors
Assoc. Proceeds from the event
will benefit Wrightwood Neigh-
bors Conversation Program in-
cluding care of Jonquil Park.

A o
CAR WASH
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3218 W.Irving _
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New architectural exhibit open in Lincoln Park

A new architectural exhibit
titled Romanticism to Ruin:
Two Lost Works of Sullivan and
Wright has opened up a new dual
exhibition in Lincoln Park that
explores two famous architects’
long-demolished masterpieces.

The show opened Sept. 23 at
Wrightwood 659, an art space
devoted to presenting socially en-
gaged art and architecture, at 659
W. Wrightwood Ave.

The show examines Louis H.
Sullivan’s innovative Garrick
Theatre, once located at 64 W.
Randolph St., which stood for
only 69 years; and Frank Lloyd
Wright’s unprecedented Larkin
Building, in Buffalo, NY, which
stood for just 44. Two distinct
presentations—Reconstructing
the Garrick: Adler & Sullivan’s
Lost Masterpiece and Reimag-
ining the Larkin: Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Modern Icon—feature
3D models and digital re-cre-
ations of the original edifices;
salvaged architectural ornaments
and artifacts; original furniture;
historical documentation of the

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS
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“Where we park when we shop Downtown Chicago.” Photo of the Loop.

design, construction, and demise
of the buildings; archival photo-
graphs taken by noted preserva-
tionist and photographer Richard
Nickel; drawings, and historical
ephemera.

The show is curated by Jona-
than D. Katz, John Vinci with Tim
Samuelson, Chris Ware, and Eric
Nordstrom, for more information
visit www.wrightwood659.org/.

Nordstrom has created a large
collection of historical items

through his salvage work to sup-
port the project.

“I've spent several months
combing through the Richard
Nickel committee archive, focus-
ing on Nickel’s documentation of
salvage operations (e.g., Adler and
Sullivan’s Garrick Theater and
Chicago Stock Exchange), along
with letters, pamphlets, and im-
ages pertaining to the genesis of
the Adler and Sullivan book, and
finally, any and all information

A rarely seen albumen print of Adler and Sullivan’s partially completed
Auditorium Building (theater entrance) taken during the 1888 National
Republican Convention where Benjamin Harrison was nominated as
presidential candidate. Image courtesy of Ryerson and Burnham archive,

Art Institute of Chicago

on Nickel amassing a Sullivan or-
nament collection that would later
find its way to Lovejoy Library at
the Univ. of Southern Illinois, Ed-
wardsville, where it is on display
to this day.”

Nordstrom says he cannot help
but pursue subjects and the ar-
chives that house them arising
from the cross-pollination be-

tween Nickel’s body of work “and
that of Louis H. Sullivan, Dan-
iel H. Burnham, or 19th century
photographer, James Taylor, who
was a notable Chicago photog-
rapher that documented much of
the architecture of the first
Chicago School during and after
construction.”

WINDY CITY fromp. 2

AL: The sonorous Bill Kurtis
and Chicago shindig consultant
Donna Lapietra, Maestro Rich
Daniels and orchestra, producer
Mary Ann Rose and Dean Ro-
lando were front and center for
the iconic Michigan Ave. celebra-
tion of the Wrigley Building, once
HQ for America’s favorite chew-
ing gum. The white terracotta clad
structure is actually two buildings
and was the anchor 100 years ago
for the development of the Boul
Mich north of the Chicago River.
Graham, Anderson, Probst and
White were architects for the
beloved Chicago skyscraper that
internalized the features of the
Giralda Tower of the Cathedral of
Saville.

CUB’S HISTORY: Patrick
Wisdom has had the best rookie
season in Cubs history. The in-
fielder/outfielder sent his 27th
homer into orbit in Milwaukee
Sept. 19 against the Brewers.

Ella, Thad and Palmer Wong.

Christopher Clinton Conway

WHEN IT RAINS: Famous
Morton Salt sign is to be ‘revi-
talized, as the building is to be
transformed into a music venue
along Elston Ave.

SERVICE CLUB: The annual
gala, the financial grounding for
funding philanthropic grants, is
scheduled for Nov. 5, Melinda
Jakovich Lagrange, Lyn McK-
eaney and Heather Spyra are
co-chairs for the cocktails, dinner
and dancing at the Four Seasons.
Celebrity MC is popular Holly-
wood actor John O’Hurley.

panly’ ey

The Quality Cleaners

Perfecting’

N

Optimized cleaning for'each garment.”
We have a complete arsenal

of three cleaning methods;

two types of dry-cleaning

PLUS aqua-cleaning?

3000 N. Broadway
Call 773-348-5510 to arrange curbside pick-up
www.barryregentcleaners.com

INSPIRED: While at the Ca-
sino Karen Zupko appears to
have said ‘yes’ to Mr. Mike’s
question.

KNOCKOUT: Celebrating his
birthday while visiting Dublin,
Christopher Clinton Conway,
he of the many fabulous pairs of
spectacles, found himself a seri-
ous boxing match in a local gym
where he scared the ‘Bejaysus’
out of his rivals. Who knew he
was such a pugilist?

WHO’S WHERE: Everyone’s
favorite Zurich Esposito and
Brian McCormick in fragrant
Aspen, CO... The Tamar team
with Ron Kittle at Harry Caray’s
getting ready for a meeting with
the Chicago Police Foundation...
Maria Pappas doing fundraising
for Kenya... present at Opening
Night for Verdi’s Macbeth at the
Lyric was Stephen Tubbs, Oscar
Totasian, Regina Gailiesiute,
James Staples and Gerado Del-
gado... Shelley Howard having
fun at Table One at Carmine’s with
Norman Friedman... Congrats
Elly Greenspahn on 23 years of
supporting PAWS Chicago and
raising much-needed funds at the
recent 10K run... Paul Miencke

MB LUXURY GROUP

Fu wury Home Services

Check out our podcast
Switching Gears where Maggie
and Curt chat with some of our

favorite Chicagoans

caught a White Sox game with
great friend Tony Shute... Finan-
cial wizard Pat Arbor looking in
the pink and so sociable... Gold
Coaster Rose Marie O’Neill off
to her beloved Dublin where she
is scheduled to be the hostess at
numerous lunches and dinners
around town with friends... the
Four Season’s bar was hopping
with humor and clinking cubes
when Scott Grainger, Joe An-
gell, Drew Bertagnolli and John
Miller showed up... Cynthia
Olson traversing the Italian pen-
insula, “You can’t board a train
in Italy without proof of vacci-
nation,” she says... Jack Gog-
gin enjoying the bright orange
colors up at Lake Papoose, WI...
Congrats to young runner Owen
Flom who finished a three-mile
in 16:01, improving by 22 sec-
onds, to the pride of his dad, Chi-
cago Cuts restauranteur David
Flom... Gibson’s Steakhouse
was host for Davis Heiner’s 39th
birthday with wife, PBS’s Whit-
ney Reynolds... Christie’s Ste-
ven Zick in Minneapolis for the
Party In The Garden, the annual
fundraiser for the Walker Art
Center... Papa Thad Wong with

.
\ \
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$
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Mgrrgaret Baczkewski

mbluxurygroup.com

properties

Ella and Palmer Wong all cozy
at the Bear’s game.. Ald. Maria
Hadden [49th], has endorsed
Dan Balanoff for Cook County
judge... Gibson Group’s Abdel
and Birthday Bondgirl Diane
O’Connell trading inside info on
the glamor scene... Alice O’Neill
Lamb marking a festive birth-
day surrounded by family... Yes,
boxer Conor McGregor threw
the first pitch at the Cubs game at
Wrigley in a wild and screwball
manner causing folk to flee their
seats, running for cover.

SAY IT AIN’T SO CAROL:
Milk and Honey, that bright spot
at 1920 W. Division, has been
sold by owner, founder, friend,
Carol Watson. She developed
Chicago’s finest granola available
on Division St. and finer grocer-
ies around town. The new owner
lives out of town. New manage-
ment team appears in place. No
one worked harder than Carol.
She deserves her reward. But
when you invent and develop a
unique Chicago eatery, its hard
to let go the energy and spirit that
was someone’s dream. There will
always be an owner. Just won’t be
that great woman of dreams.

BURIAL: Senator Adlai E.
Stevenson I1I was buried in Pros-
pect Hill Cemetery in Rice, IL,
in Jo Daviess County. His name-
sake father and grandfather are
each buried in the more ancestral
graves in Evergreen Cemetery,
Bloomington, IL, in MacLean
County.

GOOGLE GOGGLE: Google
staff are undergoing antiracism
‘woke’ training which promotes
Critical Race Theory, asking em-
ployees to ‘identify their privi-
leged identities’ and rank them-
selves on a hierarchy and claims
‘MAGA’ is ‘socially acceptable
white supremacy.” When will we
finally have our fill of the overly
woke?

It’s this upside-down world
that we live in where we afford
political correctness to the most
intolerant group of individuals
on the planet. - Vince Flynn

tog515@gmail.com
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Take Chicago back from the criminals

Let’s take Chicago back from
the criminals. I'm tired of reading
in this newspaper, and other news-
papers, about shootings, lootings,
and about somebody who got
arrested and then released right
away, only to be arrested again.

We have a mayor who the po-
lice turn their backs on. Since
she’s been in office crime and vi-
olence have soared. The Mayor -
and all the other ‘public servants’
who put these repeat offenders
back on the streets - should be
voted out.

I'm sure it’s frustrating to the

arrested again.

We need more police so when
a crime is being committed they
can get to the scene right away.
We need public officials who are
going to clean up Chicago, and a
mayor who can work with the po-
lice, not one they turn their backs
on.

I live on the Near North Side,
grew up in Bridgeport, and at the
age of 82 I do not like what the
city has become. I want a safe city
for people like me who live here
and for the people who visit.

police to arrest someone and Judy Justin
then see them set free, only to be  Old Town
Lincoln Square,

Chicago’s home for white privilege

Is Lincoln Square really Chi-
cago’s capitol of white privilege?

We will know in October.

It has a great shopping district,
great public parks, great public
and private school choices, is
convenient to public transit op-
tions, a great regional public li-
brary, great restaurants, a great
little theater and great cultural
and musical attractions. It is sim-
ply, well, great.

And it is going to become
even greater once an out-of-town
white millionaire developer, with
a few Machine connected white
millionaires sprinkled on their
Board, are set up by a local alder-
man and his minions at City Hall
for a nifty haul of mega-millions
proportions. Even better than the
lottery. The decision will report-
edly be made in October.

These fragile white guys want
to be given a city parking lot
for free. They want to keep the
parking revenue from the indoor
garage. They want to put meters
around Welles Park. They want
Tax Increment Financing monies,
property tax rebates, low income
housing tax credits, transferable
tax credits to sell and property
management fees.

And what do Lincoln Square’s
businesses and cultural institu-
tions residents get in exchange?
Nothing really.

Lip service will be paid to af-
fordable housing, with only 10
affordable housing units in a 51-
unit building.

Will there be any proof given
that Black, Indigenous and Peo-

Wind knocks out
Lincoln Square
film fest,
now rescheduled
for Oct. 1

The Revival Film Fest in
Lincoln Square has been
rescheduled due to windy
weather, it will now be held 7
p-m. Friday Oct. 1, at the Ain-
slie Arts Plaza, 4836 N. Lin-
coln Ave.

The film fest uses an inflat-
able projection screen, which
can only withstand max wind
speeds of 10 mph. On the for-
mer evening of the fest, winds
reached the speeds of 17-20
mph.

ple of Color [BIPOC] families
will be taken care of? Disabled
veterans? Senior citizens?

Nope.

Will those few studio and small
one-bedroom apartments go to
some hipsters on skateboards who
can no longer afford Wicker Park,
Bucktown or Logan Square?

All in the name of diversity.

But “diversity” is just a nation-
alistic dog whistle for “White
privilege.”

For the amount of taxpayer
money that will be gifted to the
white guys from Boston in this
corrupt deal, it could buy and gift
two-flats in Albany Park, Portage
Park or Jefferson Park to each of
those 10 low income residents.

But doing it their way, out-of-
town white guys, and the con-
nected Chicago white guys, make
mega-millions. And that, friends,
is how systemic white privilege
and corruption thrives in Chi-
cago.

For those of you who grew up
in Chicago, the State Street Mall
was underused and died when
access was cut off to cars. The
same may now happen to Lincoln
Square once the easily accessed
public parking lot is gone.

We all know The Community
Builders will take care of their
favorite BIPOC alderman. Just
take a look at all the contributions
already rolling in from those not
living in the 47th Ward. And he’ll
be getting lots more as the elec-
tion nears.

Now that’s a ‘City Haul.’

Mike Sullivan
Avondale
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Two more violent nights
on the North Side

BY STEVEN LARSEN

The recent attacks on two crazy
summer nights remind us of the
violent and lawless acts happen-
ing around us now every day.

This reporter wrote about the
attack on the senior citizen that
occurred in Edgewater on June 17
(News-Star, July 14).

Three young people beat a
man over the head with a walk-
ing cane—a dangerous attack be-
cause such violent trauma to the
head can often be fatal.

In this attack three suspects -
for random reasons - attacked a
senior citizen on the patio in front
of the McDonalds restaurant at
6231 N. Broadway, then followed
him to the corner of Broadway
and Granville, where they added
a cane to the attack to hit him over
the head countless times (eyewit-
nesses provide different accounts
of blows, ranging from “about a
dozen” to “it was maybe 30 but
a lot yeah”), finally driving the
victim to seek shelter in the CVS
store at 6150 N. Broadway, where
the attack only intensified.

Eyewitnesses have since pro-
vided additional information. For
example, one of the eyewitnesses
claims he had words with two of
the suspects and confronted the
third—the main culprit leading
the beating of the senior citizen.
George B. just last week provided
a great deal more information
on what went on inside the store.
This is helpful because this re-
porter was not in the store.

There are three known eyewit-
nesses, and myself, to this attack.
Each of us saw different parts
of the incident. Two witnesses
have agreed to provide additional
information—and  clarification
of earlier statements—during the
week of Sept. 6.

The second attack occurred in
River North, with two suspects
beating and robbing a two men
in the middle of State St. in River
North as bystanders danced —
and police took six minutes to re-
spond. Various clear videos have
aired on the news and on the In-
ternet.

In this attack, one of the actions
most discussed is the onlookers
who danced during the beating.

Yes, sadly, onlookers did noth-
ing to help the victim. In fact they

helped to rob one man, stripping
his clothing off, and beating him.

Then a second victim was add-
ed to the beating and robbery.

It seemed to be something like
a mob action, once the attack on
the first victim got to a certain
level of insult and injury, like a
lion pride taking down tonight’s
dinner.

In the River North case, there
are many eyewitnesses, and video-
tape of the attack. Two men have

been charged, and it is assumed
they will be found guilty because
of the existence of so many video-
tapes of the entire incident. Who
knows if they’ll spend any time
in jail? One of the men charged
apparently drove to the neighbor-
hood in a stolen car.

A similarity in the attacks
is the brazen nature of the sus-
pects. In Edgewater, three young
men launched the attack as they
laughed and started that evening
of violence apparently without any
provocation whatsoever. Tony G.
says that although one guy tried to
stop the attack by picking up the
main suspect and carrying him
out into the street, this did not do
any good. The suspect simply ran
back to the senior and started hit-
ting him again.

It is still unknown if there was
a problem between the victim and
the suspects. The suspects simply
continued their attack as if they
answer to nobody, have fear of
nobody.

In the case of the River North
beating, witnesses speak of some
sort of “argument” and a dis-
agreement that interested some
other people who were within ear
shot.

Another similarity in the two
attacks is that very few people as-
sisted the victim(s).

In the Edgewater case, George
B. says that he stopped two of the
suspects from attacking the vic-
tim inside the CVS and escorted
one of them out of the store. That
young attacker said he would get
him killed for having done so.
George B. emphasized his amaze-
ment that none of the people in
the store—about 10 of them—did
nothing while the attack on the
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senior continued. Other than yell-
ing, nobody tried to separate the
suspects from the victim or physi-
cally stop the assault—such as by
taking the cane out of the thug’s
hand.

George B. said he even “called
them out” for doing nothing to
help the senior who “could have
been killed in that store.” Accord-
ing to George B., even the security
guard stood by doing nothing to
intervene as the beating went on,
with the senior eventually unable
to get off the floor. “The security
guard was a short female, who I
think would have been injured if
she intervened.”

The suspects were brawling in
the aisle and knocking everything
down, he said. It was a violent
attack, and the guard “was just
standing there in disbelief fro-
zen.”

In the River North case, on-
lookers danced and “twerked”
as people took video of both the
dancing and the beating. Such
lack of interest in helping the vic-
tim is difficult to understand.

The videos are now famous—
having been played over and over,
and likely watched by people in
every nation on earth.

Yet another similarity is the
long police response time—and
perhaps lack of interest.

In the Edgewater case, police
and paramedics arrived only af-
ter the three men had already left
the CVS store. In addition, some
of the police are told by another
eyewitness that the three men that
walked past the police on the cor-
ner were in fact the suspects re-
sponsible for the beating.

As the July 14 article revealed,
the police ignored the witness
who told them about the suspects
more than once, and the police in-
stead proceeded over to the store
where other police officers and
the paramedics were entering and
congregating.
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Lakview’s new
Broadway Youth Center

The new youth center at 1023 W.
Irving Park Rd.

This five-story masonry edi-
fice will soon become the new
permanent home of Howard
Brown Health Clinic’s Broadway
Youth Center [BYC]. It will of-
fer a mix of health and wellness-
related programming for LGBTQ
youth between the ages of 12 and

24, especially those who may be
homeless. The nearly completed
five-story, 20,000 square-foot
structure at 1023 W. Irving Park
Rd. is replacing the former loca-
tion at 4009 N. Broadway, which
was demolished in 2019.

The new site may allow pro-
gramming for up to 4,500 BYC
participants and clinical services
for as many as 6,000 teens and
young adults annually.

Service to be provided by BYC
will include sexual and reproduc-
tive health services, including
HIV/STI screening, primary care
services, including gender-affirm-
ing hormone therapy, PrEP, preg-
nancy tests, birth control options,
vaccines, psychiatry, and basic
needs; one-on-one assistance
signing up for health insurance,
GED program, high school and
college tutoring, or college appli-
cation and scholarship assistance,
and mental wellness support.

SUPER CAR WASH
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This is where the mayor’s or-
ders of “no foot pursuits” hits the
pavement. Cops cannot cross the
street these days to go get a perp.

Perhaps an important lesson for
those of us wanting to be safe in
this city is that the attackers and
victims in both cases were strang-
ers to each other. The senior citi-
zen in Edgewater did not know
the three suspects, and the victim
in River North did not seem to
know those two suspects.

None of the three Edgewa-
ter criminals have been arrested
though they still frequent the
neighborhood—in the River
North case two suspects were ar-
rested and charged. Both suspects
were charged with aggravated
battery on the 40-year-old man
they knocked down and robbed.

One of the suspects—only 19-
years-old—was charged with ag-
gravated battery on another vic-
tim, this one in his 50s, just a few
days before this attack.

The River North beating took
place in a heavy bar and business
location. Presumably many of the
persons present during the beat-
ing and robbery had come there

from other neighborhoods—or
from out of town.

The contrast in Edgewater is
that more witnesses were actual
local “neighbors” who knew each
other well and could continue to
help with more information to get
the three suspects into custody
and off the streets.

These are streets which are now
dangerous, made so by brazen and
random youth who do not respect
the elderly. We can at least hope
neighbors will continue to help.

The victim in Edgewater, “He
is the nicest guy I know,” said
George B.

Thinking back, George B.
told of how he intervened—and
seemed to be the only one who
did so in a major way—and how
others were too stunned or con-
fused perhaps to do so. He him-
self was the one who chased the
three suspects out of the CVS
store. He “thought they were go-
ing to kill him.”

Brazen, undisciplined men have
taken to the streets to do whatever
they wish and for random rea-
sons.

Some suspects go to jail; oth-
ers walk the streets potentially
continuing to menace, attack, and

maybe eventually murder.

Last year, shootings and ho-
micides reportedly increased by
50%. Over Labor Day weekend
alone, 58 people were shot in this
city.

Yet, some insist there is hope.
Peace may come from Chicago
neighbors themselves, if there is
too little intervention on the part
of City Hall, Cook County and
police officers, and other forces
charged with protecting citizens
from what clearly seems to be a
big increase in violent crime.

George B. pleaded “We are all
brothers and sisters in this com-
munity and we should protect our
community and help them from
those who feel as if they can walk
around with impunity and as-
sault good upstanding members
of it.”

Indeed, we cannot grow weary,
distant, indifferent and uncaring.
We - our neighbors - are all we
have left to maintain order. Just
like on Broadway and State St.,
there is no help coming. When
seconds matter, the police and
City Hall may or may not arrive
in minutes. Do not abandon your
neighbor.

POLICE BEAT fromp.6

the man, an officer said. He took her
into custody.

Investigators and evidence tech-
nicians were seen examining a car
parked in a garage on the 200 block
of N. Michigan, about a half-block
from where they found the shooting
victim. Guests of a nearby hotel fre-
quently use the garage.

In a media statement issued shortly
after the shooting, police said that
more details would be forthcoming,
but no new information has been re-
leased as of 6 p.m. Sunday.

Early Sunday, another man suffered
six gunshot wounds on the 700 block
of S. Wabash around 12:40 a.m. He
showed up at Northwestern Memorial
Hospital about 20 minutes later in a
car driven by his girlfriend.

The man, 36, told police he was
standing outside when someone ap-
parently shot him from a gray SUV.

There have now been 25 people
shot in the Loop during 2021. One of
those victims has died. By compari-
son, 13 people were shot in the Loop
by this point last year. Only three were
shotin all of 2019. Two of 2019’s shoot-
ings were deemed to be self-defense.

Five years for two attacks

Jamaal Dennard, 29, has pleaded
guilty to attacking a Columbia College
student in the Loop and then robbing
aman on a Brown Line train in Lincoln
Park one year ago.

Just after midnight on Sept. 21,
2020, a 19-year-old female Columbia
College student was walking with
a friend when a man attacked and
choked her near State and Harrison
streets. The pair told police the man,
who was leaning on a wall, mumbled
something as they walked past and
then grabbed the woman from be-
hind.

He then put his hands around the
student’s neck and squeezed. The
woman struggled to breathe and
thought she was going to die, said
prosecutors Sept. 24. The man even-
tually released his grip and fled the
scene. A Columbia College surveil-
lance camera recorded images of the
attacker.

Two days later, a 27-year-old man
was attacked and robbed as he rode
a southbound Brown Line train in
Lincoln Park. That victim told police a
man jumped him from behind as the
train pulled into the Armitage station.

The offender shoved him to the
floor, struck and kicked him repeat-
edly, grabbed his phone, and ran out
of the station at 945 W. Armitage, he
said. An ambulance transported the
victim to a hospital for treatment.

According to prosecutors, CTA
cameras captured the entire incident,
and footage showed the attacker’s
clothes matched the Columbia Col-
lege suspect’s. The CTA distributed a
bulletin with images of the suspect to
law enforcement.

Police arrested Dennard at the
Jackson Red Line station a few days
later when they noticed he was wear-
ing the same clothes as the Loop and
Lincoln Park attacker.

He has pleaded guilty to aggra-
vated battery in a public place, rob-
bery, and criminal damage to govern-
ment property for allegedly breaking
out the windows of a Red Line train.
Judge Neera Walsh sentenced him to
five years on each charge to be served
concurrently and gave him credit for
346 days he spent in jail. With the
state’s standard 50% reduction for
good behavior, he will be paroled on
March 23, 2023.

Months after getting probation
for Brown Line robbery, man'’s
caught driving carjacked SUV

Just a couple of months ago we
reported that a Cook County judge
sentenced Jakolbi Lard to three years
probation for robbing a 55-year-old
man at the Southport Brown Line CTA
station and battering a witness who
intervened.

Lard, 20, is back in jail already. Cops
say they caught him driving a car that
was hijacked in Edgewater last week.

The 71-year-old carjacking victim
was parking near Rosemont Ave.
and Kenmore Ave. when another car
pulled up next to him around 2:30
a.m. Sept. 20. Two men wearing ski
masks got out of the second car, dis-
played handguns, and ordered the
man to hand over his valuables and
get out of his blue Toyota RAV4. He
complied, and the offenders drove
away southbound on Sheridan Rd.
his car, accompanied by the silver SUV
that they arrived in.

Around 7:30 Sept. 21, police ran the
plate on the stolen car at a South Side
gas station and learned that it had
been hijacked at gunpoint, according
to a CPD report. Cops detained Lard
because they saw him walking away
from the SUV, the report said.

Surveillance video showed Lard
driving the carjacked RAV4 into the
gas station lot, getting out, and walk-
ing inside, prosecutors said. They said
he was also carrying the hijacked car’s
key fob and the victim’s RTA reduced
fare permit.

Interestingly, Lard was also carry-
ing the key fobs for a Hyundai and a
Nissan, according to CPD records.

Prosecutors charged Lard with
felony possession of a stolen motor
vehicle.

Judge
Charles Beach
set bail at
$25,000 and or-
dered Lard to
go onto elec-
tronic monitor-
ing if he can
post a 10%
———  deposit. But
Beach also ordered him held without
bail for violating the terms of proba-
tion in the Southport Brown Line rob-
bery case.

On the evening of January 16, 2020,
police responded to the Southport
station after 911 callers reported that
a passenger had been robbed on
board a train. Cops arrived to find the
alleged victim and a good Samaritan
detaining Lard on the platform.

Prosecutors said Lard stole a 55-
year-old man'’s phone on the train and
then battered a witness who came to
the victim’s aid. Lard also struck the
victim when the man tried to get his
phone back, the spokesperson said.
Two other men who were reportedly
involved in the mugging got away.

Lard’s father, Charles, was the old-
est of 21 people to die in the E2 night-
club tragedy in 2003, according to the
Chicago Tribune.

Two days after the robbery, detec-
tives tracked down one of the other
alleged robbers, 19-year-old Meleh
Jackson of River North. Jackson was
supposed to be on electronic moni-
toring for a pending domestic vio-
lence case at the time of the robbery,
and he was on probation for theftin a
case that began as a robbery charge.

He also received probation in the
Southport robbery.

Jakolbi Lard

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

State of lllinois Surplus Property Online Auction -
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment,
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations

Donate your car to kids! Fast free pickup running
or not - 24 hour response. Maximum tax donation.
Help find missing kids! 877-831-1448

Autos Wanted

Donate your car to kids. Your donation helps fund
the search for missing children. Accepting trucks,
motorcycles & RV’s too! Fast free pickup - running
or not - 24 hr response - maximum tax donation -
Call (888) 515-3813

Get cash for your used or junk car today. We buy all
cars, trucks, and SUVs. Free pick up. Call. 1-888-
985-1806

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-

port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Cars For Sale

1981 Olds Regal 98, V-8 diesel engine, 90K miles,
$1981. Call 773-818-0808

‘99 Subaru Impreza station wagon, runs, FOR
SMALL PARTS ONLY, $500, call John 773-818-
0808

Commercial Space for Rent

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 700 sq.
ft.; 1,000 sq. ft. & 1,100 sq. ft. Three-year lease @
$15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven funds.

773-772-0808 please leave message.

Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical
Office Professional at CTI! Get trained & certified to
work in months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Education/Career Training

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment/Drivers

Driver / Private Driver Needed. Driver required to
transport our clients from their hotel to places of
tourist attraction there and back. There are up to 50
hours per week available depending on candidate
availability. If you are interested, email us for more
information or send your CV to insidesaleskmm-
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ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

Do you owe $10,000+ to the IRS or State in back
taxes? Get tax relief now! We'll fight for you!
(800)887-5731 - (Mon-Fri 10am-8pm EST).

Guns/Hunting Gear
GUN SHOW - September 17-19, 2021 Fountain

3pm. Large selection of guns & ammo. More info:
563-608-4401 www.marvkrauspromotions.net

Health & Fitness

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 855-619-0190

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a FREE consultation!
1-888-409-1261

Stroke & Cardiovascular disease are leading causes
of death according to the AHA. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detection! Call Life Line
Screening to schedule a screening. Special offer 5
screenings for $149. 1-833-549-4540

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos
Espahol
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Help Wanted

Need help to clean one-bedroom
apartment located in area of intersec-
tion W. Touhy Ave. and N. Sheridan Rd.
in Chicago. One cleaning - every 3-4
weeks. Must speak Polish, or Ukrainian,
or Russian. The offers from the Cleaning
Agencies will not be considered. Contact:
first.red@hotmail.com.

Help Wanted/Employment

Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related
req. Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. ,
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire, 1L 60069.

The Association of Community Publishers (ACP) is
searching for an Executive Director. If interested,
visit afcp.org or ifpa.com and click on the “Executive
Director Search” link for more details.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121
drivedstevens.com

Home Improvements

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Empire Today to
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Update your home with beautiful new blinds &
shades. Free in-home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Free consultation: 877-
212-7578. Ask about our specials!

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING+ OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Services

INJURED? If you've been hurt in an accident in Illi-
nois, call for a FREE CASE CONSULTATION. Calls
Answered 24/7 by Staver Accident Injury Lawyers:
1-888-310-8322

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the lllinois State Bar Association lllinois
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Medical Misc.

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money on diabetic
supplies! Convenient home shipping for monitors,
test strips, insulin pumps, catheters & more! To
learn more, call now! 877-810-0063

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation.
855-341-5793

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates,
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares.
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323!
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention Active Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a
new career & earn a Degree at CTI! Online Com-
puter & Medical training available for Veterans &
Families! To learn more, call 888-449-1713

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation.
855-341-5793

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo
agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE!
Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-888-796-8850

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR
| Stream 1000’s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 855-
761-1725

Best satellite TV with 2 year price guarantee!
$59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months free
premium movie channels! Free next day installation!
Call 844-842-4469

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today!
1-855-404-2366

Miscellaneous, cont.

Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002
and newer. Nationwide free pick up! Call now:
1-800-864-5960.

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can
help get you approved! No money out of pockets!
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation,
NO risk! We've recovered millions. Let us help you!!
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels.
Stream news, live events, sports & on demand
titles. No contract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523

DISH TV $64.99 for 190 channels + $14.95 high
speed internet. Free installation, smart HD DVR in-
cluded, free voice remote. Some restrictions apply.
Promo expires 1/21/22. 1-833-872-2545

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-995-2490

FREE CASH That's right WE will send you $5 by
cash app free right now! Text the word “cadnet” to
706-761-1745

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup
power during power outages, so your home & family
stay safe & comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-yr ex-
tended warranty $695 value! Request a free quote
today! Call for terms & conditions. 1-844-334-8353

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels &
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt | Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months.
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

GET UNLIMITED ACCESS TO AMERICA'S BEST
SHOPPING CLUB AND CLAIM YOUR FREE $50
TARGET OR WALMART GIFT CARD TODAY. OF-
FER ONLY AVAILABLE TO THE FIRST 500 CALL-
ERS OF THIS AD! CALL TODAY, DON'T DELAY!
CALL 1-800-207-6290. ASK ABOUT HOW YOU
CAN GET A FREE $50 TARGET OR WALMART
GIFT CARD THAT YOU CAN USE TODAY WITH
YOUR SHOPPING CLUB! LIMITED OFFER.
DON'T WAIT, CALL 1-800-207-6290 NOW.

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention
88272 for a risk free triall FREE SHIPPING!

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than competi-
tors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money back guaran-
tee! 833-669-5806

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS.
Don't wait! Protect your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 866-
409-0308

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet.
Free Installation. Call 866-499-0141

Long distance moving: Call for a free quote from
America’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us
take the stress out of moving! Speak to a relocation
specialist 888-721-2194

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial,
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh Start or
Forgiveness Call 1-877-378-1182 Monday through
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

Never pay for covered home repairs again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty covers all major systems
& appliances. 30-day risk free. $200.00 off + 2 free
months! 1-866-395-2490

New authors wanted! Page Publishing will help
self-publish your book. Free author submission kit!
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

!I0LD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980's. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

Protect your home w/home security monitored by
ADT. Starting at $27.99/mo. Get free equipment
bundle including keypad, motion sensor, wireless
door & windows sensors. 833-719-1073

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/news

Miscellaneous, cont.

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS** Give
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD
& brochure! 1-866-471-1334

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request
free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

Thinking about installing a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy. Free design consult.1-888
-674-3005 today to see how to save $1,000 on in-
stallation or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/display

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T's Buy one, Give
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Update your home with beautiful new blinds &
shades. Free in-home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Free consultation: 877-
212-7578. Ask about our specials!

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and Leukemia may
result from RoundUp exposure. A recent $2 billion
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your
RoundUp case today.

Music Lessons

Drum Lessons! 30+ years
of experience (20+ teaching)
Andrew @773-270-2790 or
drewbloodonthedrums.com

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage located at
730 West Lake Street, Chicago, IL, 312-876-2000,
is opening lockers:
8194SM- Akinwumi, Akinseye
3485F Baloch, Nawab F
2106A- Cooper, Anton
5200E- Doherty, Garrett
6320B- Lucas, Steve
1310B-Weber, Kirby
for public sale.
This sale is to be held
on Tuesday, October 26, 2021, at 2:00PM.
Cash payments only.

Real Estate For Sale

AFFORDABLE HOME SOLUTIONS! Foreclosures,
Rent to Own, Short sales and more! Call Toll Free
844-275-0948

Recycling

Interested in helping the environment, those less
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990,
offers recycling service as well as: Used plastic
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric.
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210 Email:
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Speech Therapy

lllinois licensed speech pathologist
with Masters Degree, years of experience
for children & adults.
Articulation, stuttering, language,
special ed., cancer, stroke.
In person or zoom. 312-952-4213

Training/Education

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL
AIM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy

FREON WANTED: We pay $8$ for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient.
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit
RefrigerantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLEC-
TOR. ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT
COKE MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES.
I PAY CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184.

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
CO 80201

Prepare for unexpected

power outages with a

Generac home standby

generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353

FR E E A $695 Value!

Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

7-Year Extended Warranty*

GENERAC
 —— |

L0

genasec

T
1 ””l”.”

“To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

LEAF FILTER

Leaf@Filter

S CALL US TODAY FOR
\o A FREE ESTIMATE

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE"
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

installed gutter guard system in Amer
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783 5501

License# WV056912 License# WC-2999

15:4# 1Og°FF

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. *Offer valid at time of estimate only 2The leading
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 monkh outdoor tes of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized Leaffilter as the 41 rated professionally
co” Manufactured n Plainwell, Michigan anproc

83658- License# 7656 License# 50145
28344 Licenseit 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 Licenseft 21022129
817 Nassau HIC License# HO106
127229 Registration# 127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731
tion# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration#

86 Licenseif 2106212

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

1-855-995-2490

5ai

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!™

| Promo Number: 285

i essed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative

License# 41354 License# 99338 License#
946 License# 2705132153A License#t LEAFFNW822jZ
7000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.06499
804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registra-

PAINTING

DADRASS
PAINTING

KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELING

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

* FREE ESTIMATES
847-749-8227

847-291-9091
DADRASSPAINTING@YAH00.COM

Free pet
health fair Oct. 2

in Rogers Park

The 24th Police District is
hosting a free pet health fair
at the station, 6464 N. Clark
St., Saturday Oct. 2, 11 a.m. to
3 p.m.

Free pet vaccines and mi-
crochipping will be offered,
but all pets must be leashed
or in a carrier cage. The police
ask that visitors bring chairs
and water in case wait times
are long, and remember to
pick up after pets.

Tickets will be distributed
to see the heath care profes-
sionals. Up to 500 animals
may be served, or until sup-
plies run out.

21

Ximena

Alban

Real Estate Broker

7300 N. Western
Chicago IL 60645
xralban@gmail.com
www.C21Universal.com
Direct: 773 416-9568
Fax: 773 465-5068

“Es un honor servir
a la comunidad Latinx de Chicago”

TOOL LIQUIDATION

. TOOL
| LIQUIDATION

* Welder Generator

¢ Drain Rodder

* Ridgid Threading Machine
¢ Tank Torch Set

* Cutting Torch Tank Set

* Ridgid Plumbing Tools

773-818-0808
I 101supplyok@gmail.com I

I  RECYCLED:-CHEAP |

A gem cannot be polished

without friction,

nor a man perfected without trials.

— Lucius Annaeus Seneca

employee benefits.

and 2:45 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.

Due to the pandemic, there have been a lot of
retirements and changes in crossing guard staff-
ing. CPS has identified a vacant intersection near
Hayt Grade School at Granville, Clark Ridge and
Ravenswood. Shifts include 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.,

Anyone who may be interested in being a
crossing guard must follow the application pro-

CPS needs more crossing guards,
boost in city benefits may sweeten the deal

Most of the public is now aware of the severe
shortage of Chicago school bus drivers, but
Chicago Public Schools [CPS] says they are also
short of crossing guards as well.

And now CPS is willing to sweeten the offer to
get new recruits. Beginning in Jan. 2022, crossing
guards will be eligible for CPS's rich package of

assigned to a

careers.

The starting pay rate for a Crossing Guard is
$15.16/hr and the positions are currently posted
on the CPS website. In Jan. 2022, crossing guards
will be eligible for CPS employee benefits.

Once a crossing guard is hired with CPS, they
can also be eligible for you to hire as a miscella-
neous employee to support your school between
the hours of 10:
mation contact Crossingguard@cps.edu.

cess by first emailing CPS at crossingguard@
cps.edu with their name and contact informa-
tion. This way CPS can ensure those people are

deemed eligible.
Then visit the CPS Careers website at cps.edu/

specific vacancy once they are

30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. For more infor-
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SKYLINE

New pedestrian path over Chicago River now open

Photos courtesy Chicago Dept. of Transportation and Epstein

As part of connecting the lakefront trail
to parts north, the new $18.1 million por-
tion of the path along the banks of the North
Branch of the Chicago River, is now open.

City officials gathered to cut the ribbon
on a new underbridge bike and pedestrian
path beneath Irving Park Rd. The proj-
ect represents the last piece of the “312
RiverRun” trail system stretching 1.5 miles
from Montrose to Belmont avenues.

The signature centerpiece of the effort
is the new 1,010’-long Riverview Bridge,

which was completed in 2019.

The Epstein-designed and engineered
Riverview Bridge crosses the Chicago
River at Addison, providing a new connec-
tion for runners, bicyclists and pedestrians.
This has created one of Chicago’s largest
recreational hubs, by connecting three
parks with one path for nearly two miles.

The 312 RiverRun trail system serves
several North Side neighborhoods, includ-
ing Irving Park, North Center, Avondale,
and Albany Park.

QUESTIONS from p. 1

A. Montgomery Ward Park and the 400
block of N. State St.

Twenty-one days into his new job, Hein
told residents that despite the perception,
crime in general is down from last year.

“River North is probably one of the safest
spots to be in the city,” said Hein. He says
public perception of crime is influenced by
seeing reports of a crime “over and over”
on news and social media.

Hein says he usually has enough police
officers to respond to incidents and can
borrow more if needed.

“I'm a big fan of proactive policing,”
he said. “And we like to...study the data-
driven analysis and we’ll deploy the offi-
cers to those locations more. So if I need
an increase in officers, we’ll move certain
officers. I’ll be in constant contact with
Deputy Chief [Michael] Barz if I need.
And he’s very, very good at loaning or giv-
ing us extra officers from his unit to ad-
dress these issues.”

Hein says they are towing by the truck-

load illegally-parked vehicles and loud
motorcycles operating in violation of or-
dinances. An ordinance that took effect
on June 7 gave police more reasons to im-
pound a vehicle.

“We partnered up with [Chicago Dept.
of] Streets and Sanitation for the tow
trucks,” said Hein. “And there’s actually
up to six tow trucks every Friday, Saturday,
and probably Sunday. And we also have a
couple flatbeds that are able to tow up to
ten motorcycles. So that’s been a huge tool,
being able to tow the motorcycles.”

Reilly predicts ‘bitter’
budget battle with mayor

River North residents will continue to
see increased police activity, assured Reil-
ly. He says there are now more foot and bi-
cycle patrols throughout River North, and
he has been told by Hein that “this level
of response will be the ‘new normal’ until
crime in River North is under control.”

Reilly says he will press Mayor Lori
Lightfoot for more overnight patrols.

“We have good police coverage down

L e etz
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Community Safety Team Deputy Chief

Michael Barz, 1st District Cmdr. Jacob
Alderden, and Critical Incident Response
Team Deputy Chief Michael Piggott near
Wabash and Washington in the Loop.

here during the daylight hours,” said Reil-
ly. “I don’t think anyone argues that. But
when we creep into the evening hours, es-
pecially on the weekends, our police are
buried in an avalanche of calls for service.
And if you have more calls for service than
you do officers, you know how that’s going
to work out.”

Whatever crime-fighting tools the new
commander needs, Reilly says he “will
fight like heck, tooth and nail, to get it for
him.”

Reilly says the city should be spending
more on recruitment and training of police
officers, to catch up with a loss of about
1,900 officers in the past two years. The
figure, he says, includes 1,100 officers
who left the police department and 800
who were reassigned to specialized police
units.

“We’re going to have a very, very bitter
debate over the city budget this year,” said
Reilly (right). “And a lot of that’s going to
be around the police department. There
are different ideologies on the city council.

And unfortunately, some of my colleagues
don’t have the same appreciation that I do
for the men and women in blue that keep
us safe.”

“And there are those who think we
should be defunding large chunks of the
police department budget at precisely the
time we need to be doubling down our in-
vestment,” he said.

Lightfoot presented her budget recom-
mendations for 2022 to the Chicago City
Council on Sept. 21. She said her $16.7 bil-
lion budget for fiscal year 2022 “will allow
us to build a stronger and more prosperous
city where residents feel safe, communities
and businesses thrive, and city services are
both responsive and accessible.”

Frustration with State’s Attorney
and Chief Judge

Ald. Reilly says Cook County State’s At-
torney Kim Foxx, tasked with prosecuting
county residents accused of crimes, is not
as aggressive as she should be.

“Our police officers are catching the
bad guys,” he said. “The problem is they’re
catching the same bad guys over and over
and over again.”

He says sometimes accused criminals
are back on the street within hours.

“I care about the safety of our neighbor-
hoods, and when criminals aren’t properly
prosecuted or the State’s Attorney’s office
finds excuses not to file charges, we pay
the price,” said Reilly. “The State’s Attor-
ney needs to decide whether she wants to
be a State’s Attorney or a public defender.”

He had no kinder words for Timothy
Evans, Chief Judge of the Circuit Court
of Cook County. He says increased use of
electronic monitoring of those awaiting
trial in Circuit Court is not working. “The
idea that we’re putting... accused murderers
back into the very neighborhood they’re
terrorizing — on electronic monitoring —
makes no sense to me whatsoever.”

CARJACKING from p. 1

school, started his own trucking company,
and mentors at-risk youth in his neighbor-
hood.

“Look,” Judge Navarro said after hearing
from the attorneys, “we’ve got a stolen car,
and then we’ve got, like, this subsequent
jumping into another car — crashes ... If
you're trying to start a trucking business,
this is not the way to be starting.”

He then set Livingston’s bail at $50,000.

A pattern and a reward

Investigators have linked the carjack-
ing near the Latin School to several other
hijackings across the city, mainly because
a specific white Volvo was seen carrying
accomplices and fleeing with newly stolen
cars.

According to a reward poster issued by
Cook County Crime Stoppers, the Volvo,
which police recently recovered, was itself
carjacked in Oak Park on Sept. 7.

In one case, two armed men took a vic-
tim’s white 2017 Land Rover while he
waited for his child outside William H.
Brown Elementary School in West Town

around 2:20 p.m. Sept. 13 — two days be-
fore the Audi driver was carjacked outside
the Latin School.

Crime Stoppers is offering a $1,000 re-
ward for information that leads to an arrest
in the case.

On Sept. 14, the Volvo was used by car-
jackers who confronted a woman inside a
co-op building parking garage on the 2400
block of N. Lakeview in Lincoln Park.

The 32-year-old woman was getting out
of her car when two men with guns ordered
her to hand over her keys and valuables.
She complied, and they drove away with
her blue 2020 Audi SUV, CPD spokesper-
son Karie James said.

Police determined the same white Volvo,
bearing stolen license plate CU96017, was
used by the carjackers, according to a po-
lice report.

Chicago police continue to investigate
the carjackings.

Tips regarding the carjacking outside
Brown Elementary can be shared with
Crime Stoppers at 800-535-STOP or via
email: TIPS@cookcountycrimestoppers.
org.





