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The world changes in direct proportion  
to the number of people  
willing to be honest about their lives.

— Armistead Maupin
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Volunteer Santas Find A Wimpy’s For Dinner.          ©2019 Glenn L. Galen

By CWBChicago

Four men and a juvenile broke 
into a Riverwalk restaurant and 
had a private party at the bar Nov., 
21, according to prosecutors. Now 
the group is facing felony bur-
glary charges.

Assistant State’s Attorney Ser-
gio Gomez said the teenagers 
climbed over a railing and entered 
through a restaurant window at 
180 N. Wacker Dr. around 2:20 
a.m. Officials did not identify the 
restaurant by name.

They all went behind the bar 
and began drinking and collect-
ing bottles of booze, he said. But 
the restaurant’s security contrac-
tor was monitoring a camera feed 
from the business and notified 
ownership, who then called po-
lice, Gomez said.

Meanwhile, the party allegedly 
continued as some of the revelers 
began loading the restaurant’s al-
cohol into crates.

According to Gomez, the sur-

Left to right: Ayers Evans, Nicholas Oswald, Jesus Silva, and Leo Vail.

The drinks are on you!
Four men charged with breaking into  

a Riverwalk restaurant and partying at the bar

veillance video showed Jesus 
Silva, 18, breaking plants and 
throwing them into the Chicago 
River. CPD officers arrested Leo 
Vail, 18, and Nicholas Oswald, 
19, inside the restaurant, Gomez 
said. Silva, the juvenile, and Ay-
ers Evans, 18, were arrested as 
they loaded alcohol into a nearby 
vehicle, according to Gomez. All 
of their faces are clearly visible in 
restaurant surveillance footage, 
he said.

According to their defense at-
torneys, none of the men have 
criminal backgrounds, and all but 
Evans are attending college. Each 
is charged with felony burglary.

Judge Maryam Ahmad re-
leased all four on their own re-

cognizance.
In June, police issued a commu-

nity alert to warn about burglars 
who were crawling down the side 
of a Chicago River bridge struc-
ture on the 100 block of N. Wack-
er Dr. during overnight hours to 
burglarize a riverside restaurant 
via its scenic waterfront patio en-
trance.

On two occasions, male and 
female burglars eased their way 
down the side of one of the city’s 
famed bascule bridges and jumped 
onto the restaurant’s riverfront 
patio, police said. From there, the 
prowlers entered the eatery and 
took unspecified property.

Late Monday simmering ten-
sion behind the scenes in ongoing 
closed door meetings between 
City Council’s Black and Latino 
caucuses broke out into the open. 
Both parties appear to be at an 
impasse concerning Chicago’s 
next ward map, with the deadline 
for submission fast approaching. 

Meanwhile, on the North Side, 
the big news is that Majority 
Leader Greg Harris [13th] said he 
is not running for re-election next 
year.

Chicago City Council members 
have until today, Dec. 1, to pass a 

map that reflects new census data 
that show the city is 31.4% White, 
29.8% Latino, 28.7% Black and 
6.9% Asian.

The Latino Caucus unveiled its 
map in October showing 16 Black 
wards and 15 Latino wards. Black 
Caucus members last week said 
they would support a map with 17 
Black wards and only 14 Latino 
wards.

Not until after a successful 
vote is cast will North Siders get 
to see what the city’s aldermen 
have done to their wards. As of 
our deadline, Latino aldermen 
charged the Black Caucus with 
gas-lighting them, and stopped 
negotiations. The Black Caucus 

conversely says the Latino’s won’t 
work with the rest of the body to 
reach a compromise.

The debating and political deal 
making is excruciating, as local 
aldermen negotiate on how to di-
vide up the city’s 2.7 million resi-
dents into 50 wards, each with a 
target population of 54,923. 

Aldermen now face a real 
deadline, needing to pass a ver-
sion of the map with at least 41 
votes by the end of today in order 
to forestall the chance for any 10 
aldermen to back their own map 
and force a referendum. If the 
City Council doesn’t pass a map 
before Thursday, then any 10 al-
dermen could proactively put for-
ward their own plan and it would 
go to the ballot.

The 2020 census shows that 
the Hispanic population by-
passed the Black population as 
Chicago’s majority minority. The 
Hispanic population increased by 
5.2% [40,656 people], to 819,518, 
while Chicago’s Black popula-
tion dropped by 9.74% [86,413 
people], to 801,195. 

The White population dropped 
by 226,578 people, or 18.68%, to 
986,280. And the Asian-Ameri-

Today’s the day they vote on the map
Harris not running  
for re-election

vote see p. 16

Cmdr. Jon Hein, of 18th District Police, will be the guest of 
an upcoming walk and talk meeting along with the Gold Coast 
Neighborhood Assoc. 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 7.

Interested individuals are welcome to join in the walk, the 
walking party is meeting at the Ambassador Hotel, 1301 N. State 
St. No reservation is required.

This is a chance to share local concerns, identify potential 
public safety improvements, and introduce the Commander to 
the Near North, Gold Coast Streeterville, Old Town and Lincoln 
Park communities.

Walk and talk  
with 18th District Commander

On Nov. 26 a CTA bus driver 
was stabbed during a confronta-
tion over a robbery on an east-
bound North Ave. bus in Old 
Town.

Daniel Pelt, 63, has been 
charged in the stabbing, he now 
faces felony charges of aggravat-
ed battery to a transit employee 
and aggravated battery with the 
use of a deadly weapon. He was 
out free on bond with 18 prior 
felony convictions.

On Nov. 28, Judge David R. Na-
varro ordered Pelt held on $5,000 
bail.

About 9:20 p.m., the 37-year-

old CTA bus driver allegedly saw 
Pelt steal from a woman while 
on the bus in the 300 block of W. 
North Ave., police said.

Prosecutors told Judge Navarro 
that the bus driver noticed Pelt 
steal a wallet from the grocery 
cart of another passenger and 
pulled over to confront him.

The driver tried to keep Pelt 
from fleeing, and Pelt pulled out 
a knife and stabbed the driver in 
the hand.

The driver was taken to North-
western Hospital, where he re-

CTA bus driver stabbed  
in Lincoln Park

WANTED

stabbed see p. 16
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Audience members are all required to be masked and show proof of vaccination. For those with exceptions, proof of a negative COVID 19 test is required.
For the latest health and safety procedures and guidelines visit BroadwayInChicago.com/COVID19
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“HILARIOUS! NONSTOP PANDEMONIUM.”

cans population has seen the largest gain 
at 30.86% [45,420 people], to stand at 
192,586.

Those population shifts have fueled 
concern and bitterness over the long-held 
political tensions between Blacks and His-
panics in Chicago.

Black Caucus Chairman Ald. Jason Er-
vin [28th] has defended their intentions say-
ing they have redrawn the map in a manner 
reflective of the city. “What we’ve drawn is 
something that is representative of the city 
of Chicago and the Black community in its 
entirety,” he said at a press conference at 
Harold Washington Cultural Center.

But the only piece of data that seems to 
matter in determining how to divide the 
city’s wards up is race and skin color. 

The process of redrawing wards every 
10 years, as required by law, historically 
has been conducted in absolute secrecy by 
City Council members, who tell residents 
in hastily planned hearings what their 
wards will look like, then rush to pass their 
back-room-created map. 

This process has traditionally excluded 
any input from voters and residents.

Abigail Nichols, of the League of Wom-
en Voters of Chicago said, “The council 
has never talked about principles … we’re 
not hearing anything about it.” She’s back-
ing ‘The People’s Map’ as “the only thing 
going right now, and I am proud to stand 
for the League of Women Voters.” 

The Peoples Map was created in part 
by two progressive groups, CHANGE Il-
linois and the Illinois Redistricting Col-
laborative. That map was the first to create 
an Asian American majority ward around 
Chinatown. It shows 15 Black wards, 14 
Latino wards, 13 White wards and one 
Asian ward.

But the City Council is not likely to take 
their advice, or that of anyone else - as on 
this one, aldermanic votes are all that mat-
ters.

Members of the Latino Caucus have been 
adamant, stating that fewer than 15 wards 
under-represents neighborhoods composed 
of Latino residents.

“The only way Chicago’s growing La-
tino population gets its legally warranted 
and fair representation is with 15 majority-

Latino wards,” the caucus said in a state-
ment.

Ervin has stated that the city’s Black 
population should not receive less repre-
sentation even though the number of Black 
citizens in the city has fallen in the last 
decade. According to reports, the Black 
Caucus’s most recent projected map would 
include 18 white wards, 17 Black wards, 14 
Latino wards and one Asian ward.

Census data shows that the city consists 
of roughly 33% white, 30% black, 29% La-
tino and 6% Asian citizens.

At deadline, the caucuses represent-
ing Latino and Black voters appear to be 
at an impasse in negotiating the shape of 
political power in Chicago over the next 
decade.

“But we’re concerned that the map that 
was put forward, that it packs and cracks 
the Latino community, which are terms 
used under the Voting Rights Act, which 
are illegal,” Ald. Gilbert Villegas [36th], 
Latino caucus chairman told ABC 7.

Harris won’t seek reelection
On Monday, Illinois House Majority 

Leader Greg Harris [13th] announced he 
will not seek reelection after 15 years in 
that chamber.

Harris, one of the North Side’s most be-
loved and well-supported politicians, has 
served in the House since 2006 represent-
ing a district that includes all or parts of 
Uptown, Edgewater, Ravenswood, Lin-
coln Square North Center, West Ridge and 
Bowmanville.

In his statement released Monday, Harris 
said he made the announcement so people 
who are thinking about running for office 
can have the time to think and prepare for 
their campaigns. “There is much more to 
accomplish and we have a young, diverse 
group of leaders who are ready to take the 
reins and lead. It’s time to give them the 
opportunity to do so.”

Harris said he plans to finish his cur-
rent term and said serving in the House 
has been “an honor of a lifetime.” His time 
as majority leader in the House under for-
mer Speaker Michael Madigan and current 
Speaker Emanuel Welch made him the 
first openly gay member of the legislative 
leadership team.

vote from p. 1

ceived stitches. The incident was captured 
on the bus surveillance system and a wit-
ness recorded the attacker as he ran away, 
authorities said. Pelt was later arrested at 
the Sedgwick Brown Line CTA train plat-
form.

Police are also now looking for two men 
involved in a Nov. 24 robbery attempt on 
the elevator at the CTA’s Red Line Station 
at Grand Ave. [see page one photo]. Police 
are asking the public to help them identify 
men who robbed a victim on the Grand 
Red Line station elevator last week, one of 
the suspects was using a wheelchair.

Detectives released surveillance images 

stabbed from p. 1 of the two men on Monday afternoon in a 
“seeking to identify” bulletin.

According to the alert, the men got on 
the elevator with the victim around 3:30 
p.m. Nov. 24, and demanded money. The 
duo then went through the victim’s prop-
erty and took cash, the alert said.

Police are seeking information on two 
Black men in their late 20s or 30s. One 
was wearing an olive-colored jacket over 
a black hooded sweatshirt and black pants, 
the second a dark grey hooded sweatshirt, 
gray pants and black shoes. Those with in-
formation may call 312-745-4443 and refer 
to case #JE-455930.

The offender rifled through the victims 
belongings and fled with some money.

One of the greatest annual spec-
tacles on two wheels will take place 
Dec. 5 when the The Toys for Tots Pa-
rade fires up tens of thousands of mo-
torcycles to ride north up the length 
of Western Ave. from 83rd St. to Fos-
ter Ave.

Called “The World’s Largest Motor-
cycle Parade,” during the ride, West-
ern Ave. will be closed to traffic.

Each year thousands of motor-
cycle riders come to Chicago to ride 
together and donate toys for needy 
children.

All motorcyclists are welcome to 
participate in The Parade, provided 
they meet two requirements: each 
rider must bring at least one new, un-
wrapped toy to donate, and each mo-
torcycle must be street-legal.

The bulk of the first wave of riders 
begins to arrive on the North Side 
around 9:30 to 10 a.m., and some of 
these parades can take up to two 
hours to pass through an area.

While Western Ave. traffic is shut 
down for the spectacle, crossing 
Western happens every 15 minutes 
as different groups of riders are stag-
gered.

For more information visit www.
chicagolandtft.org, or call 708-598-
4909.

Fair warning, 
Western Ave.  

closed Sunday for 
Toys for Tots ride BY CWBCHICAGO

A man on bail for a pending gun case 
was arrested in the South Loop Nov. 21  
after police determined that he was driv-
ing a stolen car used in last week’s robbery 
of the Louis Vuitton store in Oak Brook,  
according to prosecutors and a source.

Oak Brook of-
ficials said 14 
people took about 
$120,000 worth of 
merchandise in a 
lightning-fast raid 
of the suburban 
Vuitton store on 
Nov. 17. 

Chicago police 
are also investigat-
ing a months-long 

string of similar raids along the Magnifi-
cent Mile, Rush St., and Oak St.

Around 2 p.m. Sunday, Chicago police 
pulled 22-year-old Jamari Stigler over near 
Clark St. and Roosevelt Road because the 
car he was driving had a license plate that 
investigators linked to the Vuitton heist, 
according to police records.

During the traffic stop, police learned 
the car was stolen and they arrested Stigler, 
Assistant State’s Attorney Sergio Gomez 
said. Stigler is not accused of participating 
in the Oak Brook robbery, and Gomez said 
investigators don’t know if Stigler person-
ally stole the car he was caught driving.

Man charged  
with driving stolen car  

that’s linked to $120K Louis Vuitton heist
Prosecutors charged Stigler with pos-

sessing a stolen motor vehicle and theft.
His private defense attorney argued that 

there is no proof that Stigler knew the car 
was stolen. He asked Judge Maryam Ah-
mad to allow Stigler to post a $1,000 de-
posit to go home on electronic monitoring.

But Ahmad was even more lenient than 
the attorney hoped. She decided to allow 

Jamari Stigler

Stigler to go home without electronic mon-
itoring in exchange for a $1,000 deposit.

Stigler has a pending felony gun charge 
from July. In that case, police said they 
found a loaded handgun in his waistband 
during a traffic stop. Ahmad ordered him 
held without bail temporarily until the 
judge in that case could review the new de-
velopments.


