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Transit agencies face
‘drastic’ service cuts
as pandemic ridership plummets,

Story on page 8

Damage along the Magnificent Mile south of Superior St. on May 31.
Photos by Holly Lipschultz

Mag Mile tax district
‘merits further discussion,’
says alderman

BY STEVEN DAHLMAN
Loop North News

Concern over how fast a special
tax levy would be created and how
much of its budget would be spent
on operating expenses — instead
of helping businesses devastated
by riots and looting — discouraged
Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd] from
supporting the special tax on the
Magnificent Mile.

The plan would have increased
property taxes on both sides of N.
Michigan Ave., from the Chicago
River north to Oak St., to pay for
increased security. The proposed
ordinance, which did not have the
support of Ald. Brian Hopkins
[2nd], either, stalled in the City

Council’s Committee on Eco-
nomic, Capital, and Technology
Development on Dec. 14.

In his newsletter to constituents
on Friday, Reilly said the propos-
al was to create a Mag Mile Spe-
cial Service Area in five months,
much quicker than the usual 12-
15 months needed to establish an
SSA.

“This process waived a num-
ber of crucial checkpoints when
creating a new taxing district, in-
cluding the signature requirement
to prove a base-level of support
among those being taxed, and a
90-day public comment period,”
said Reilly.
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City gives go-ahead
to two more Uptown projects
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Plans for 4600 N. Kenmore [L], and 5051 N. Broadway [R].

The Chicago Planning Com-
mission has agreed to allow con-
struction of two more five-story
residential developments in Up-
town, one at 5051 N. Broadway and
a second at 4600 N. Kenmore.

On Dec. 17 they were green-
lighted by the city and will now
go before the full city council.

The 62-unit development on
Kenmore will fill a parking lot
next to the Wilson Ave. The-
atre that before the economic
lockdown was slated for Double
Door.

The second proposal is for
a large five-story development
that will convert a parking lot at

Broadway and Winona which
will be converted into two large
apartment buildings connected
by a walkway bridge. This project
is part of the planned develop-
ment of the former AON building
at 5050 N. Broadway

Both developments by being
undertaken by Cedar Street Co.

High Ridge YMCA to close Jan 29

There’s no more ‘staying at
the YMCA. At least not in West
Ridge.

The 70-year-old High Ridge
YMCA, 2424 W. Touhy Ave., has
announced plans to close the fa-
cility on Jan. 29, 2021.

YMCA officials have cited fi-
nancial problems in part due to
the economic lockdown resulting
from the coronavirus pandemic.

The announcement came from
a note posted on the front door of
the facility, and posted on their
website as well.

“Even before the current health-
care crisis, the High Ridge YMCA
had been operating at a loss for a
number of years, mainly due to
declining membership and pro-
gram enrollment, limited space
that has restricted program offer-

The High Ridge YMCA opened in 1952.
Photo courtesy YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago

ings, increased competition in the
area, and rising costs,” it said.
“Knowing how much the com-
munity valued the High Ridge
YMCA, we sought to keep the
center going despite its losses.
Unfortunately, we have reached
the point where we cannot iden-
tify a path to sustainability, so we
have made the difficult decision

to close the center.”

The YMCA claims that over the
past nine months - like many pri-
vate gyms - the Y’ has realized
that “we will emerge from the
pandemic a very different organi-
zation than we were going in. We
are focused on the sustainability
of operations at centers where we
can make the greatest impact.”
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Taking inventory of simple pleasures and hope for the new year

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

I’ll be honest. It’s good to be
simple. But then sometimes it’s
perfectly wonderful to open a
present and find amid the colored
wrapping paper and the tissue six
Santa mugs and a box of candy
cane spoons to stir future hot co-
coas.

And then find the unmistakable
golden box that contains a bottle
of Veuve Clicquot, my favorite
Champagne. Magic.

In an instant the weight of a
dreary, cold afternoon passes
with light speed. The onerous
patina of our pandemic shoved
out of the way a bit. And even
though the gift giver could only
stay a nano-second, just seeing a
living soul, even in a mask, lifted
an emotional quarantine from my
shoulders.

I was delirious with joy when I
put the ham in the oven. Prepared
the cauliflower bulbs in Irish but-
ter for an afternoon’s sauté and
readied the potato wedges in a
ramekin with olive oil and fresh
rosemary.

Soon the aroma of my kitchen
equalled the fragrance of my
heart. But then that’s what Christ-
mas is all about. And every 20
years it’s good to test out.

All of a sudden I am conscious
of leaving 2020. A year no one, I
believe, is willing to repeat. So I
am aware of the things that will
forever mark the time and space
of 2020 as I pack my bag for
2021. As the year draws to a close
I am aware that I re-watched “The
Crown,” not as a cultural historian
or a poet. Or even a gossip mon-
ger. But as a clinician. A self-ap-
pointed psychologist. Poor Freud.
He couldn’t just flip a switch and

then behold the impaired mem-
bers of the House of Windsor pil-
laging each other’s humanity that
their ancient ancestors worked so
hard to acquire. Alas, the family
reminded me of the Vikings, so
robust and vengeful in “The Last
Kingdom.” The Netflix series
about Alfred the Great’s dream
of uniting the Anglo-Saxons of
Britain to form a new nation.
England. A haven amid the tor-
ture, betrayal, chaotic mayhem of
the Dark Ages. If poor old Alfred
could have seen the prodigies of
the House of Windsor, centuries
later, he’d have surrendered to the
Danes, right then and there, in
their serpentine boats. But none
of us can really see the stage or
the players as the cast and crew
prepare to bring down the curtain
in life. We’re lucky we get to see
the fall of our footsteps. Bigger
pictures often don’t really help.
That’s why the French gave us
Veuve Clicquot and candy cane
spoons. And why the Viennese
gave us hot chocolate and Mar-
zipan.

I must confess that In the final
hours that flow from Christmas
2020 I paid Youtube to watch
“Home Alone.” Haven’t seen that
parable of life in Winnetka in a
long time. Once again I watched
the film through strange eyes.
Much too critical at first. I knew
I needed to relax and let Kevin,
the McCauley Culkin character,
sort out his own way around the
knuckleheaded, white bread, thin
air of the North Shore. Of course,
like in most contemporary police
dramas, the invention of the mo-
bile telephone goes far to erase
most of the conflicts of life that
plague families like Kevin’s. The
movie is actually a tribute to the
last vestige of imbecility and lack
of knowledge among children of
North Shore privilege who today
would have caught both the mov-
ie thieves and the plane to Paris
without having to leave their aisle
seats. Kevin would have left his
siblings home in the dust bowl
when computers altered the ter-
rain, even in Winnetka. Some-
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thing tells me that while little
brainiac Kevin would have ex-
celled at all things Apple, I'm not
so sure that the rest of his siblings
wouldn’t be probably still be liv-
ing at home, spending most of
their free time at Wrigley Field or
Soldier Field.

I realize that You can’t always
predict a promised outcome or a
successful finish to the everyday
realities of life whether we row
the boat or command it. But if we
build our lives on certain human
truths, we just might discover that
things are more divinely inspired
than we first thought. Isn’t that
what every carol we’ve hummed
has tried to teach? Isn’t that what
every loved wrapped gift beneath
the tree attempts to show? Doesn’t
that echo loud in each act of un-
derstanding we attempt or every
kind word we speak to one an-
other?

As we make our journey into a
new year full of hope and healing,
can we not inventory the full mea-
sure of our capacity for survival?
We’ve definitely developed some
internal strategies for making life
have more meaning and purpose
as strong as the vaccine for which
we have waited. We have had to
come face to face with the bitter
enemy, COVID-19. Before our
eyes it has carried off the famous
and the unknown. The essential
and the inconsequential. The
loved and the unloved. Altered
the landscape of our big world and
our tiny corner of it. Stretching us
and bruising us like all dramatic
human moments of great testing
have done down through human
history. Wars, famines, plagues,
floods and catastrophes of cli-
mate all have pushed our species
to evolve. Mend. Grow. Reca-
librate. Change. And live despite
the hunger, heartache and the
pain. The isolation, quarantine
and lockdown of the pandemic
may have given us a wider under-
standing of who we are and what’s
important. And who’s important.
Can we not enter the invitation to
a fresh time more deeply sensi-
tive to the mercy we need both
to offer others and receive for
ourselves? Can we not find a new
vocabulary to speak words of un-
derstanding and respect to those
with whom we share the planet?
Can we not anticipate the reopen-
ing of favored places of comfort
from Sunday Mass to treasured
eateries, and classrooms, muse-
ums, kitchens and living rooms
of friends where we locate our-
selves and find each other like
wandering Magi acquainted with
the mystery of the world and the
survival of star-gazing wisdom?

Promise is once again written
wide in mystical graphics of hope
for 2021 that in the end pandemic
will cease. The cure will work.
All face masks will disappear.
And social distancing will no lon-
ger conduct the world of popes,
princes, fresh presidents, female
vice-presidents and families who
miss each other, their big holiday
dinners and fearless opportuni-
ties to jump in the car for a drive.
Perhaps there’s more to come
than simply the everyday routines
of taking each other for granted
once again. We open treasure

Michael Cusack carries the Special Olympics torch in 1988.

larger than gold and myrrh and
pungent incense. They’re those
Santa mugs, candy cane spoons.
And Veuve Clicquot. Happy New
Year.

LET ME WIN: Michael
Cusack was just a child with
impairing disabilities when he
met the Chicago Special
Olympics back in 1968. He
and his family, especially
his mom, Esther, believed
in the value and worth of
the Special Olympics even
before those first games.
That was because they loved
Michael’s teacher, a young
Chicago Park District girl
named Anne McGlone. She
had some bright ideas about
her students with develop-
mental problems. Watching
her Chicago Park District

peace champ.

KENNEDY WEDDING:
Congratulations to Christopher
Kennedy, Jr., and Erin Daigle,
now Mr. & Mrs. thanks to Chi-
cago Mayor Lori Lightfoot.
Parents Christopher and Sheila
Berner Kennedy are overjoyed to

Christopher Kennedy.

students flourish in their
passion for physical achievements
and competitive sports was a dis-
covery of enormous contradiction
at the time. Back then, the rule of
thumb was just hide such young
people away. Their success and
achievement flew in the face of
popular opinion in the field. But
Ann McGlone knew otherwise.
She watched her students thrive
and blossom. So she never let up
struggling to get support. Mayor
Richard J. Daley was among the
first to realize what she knew.
Eunice Kennedy Shriver was
another. She would carry those
ideals globally and international-
ize the Special Olympic Games,
building on all that Miss McGlone
accomplished. So too, did Mi-
chael Cusack and his mom, who
stayed close to Special Olympics
for the rest of their lives. Never
missing the chance to say that
Special Olympics saved their
lives and gave them new purpose
for more than half a century. Mi-
chael never missed a chance to
compete, growing into a talented
and sturdy man. He had the med-
als and trophies to prove it. Mi-
chael Cusack died last week. At
64 years of age. A Chicago man
transformed by the power of the
games and the rules of competi-
tion. “Lord, let me win. But if I
cannot win, let me be brave in
the attempt.” He never forgot the
girl who taught him in the Park
District. They were friends for
life. He was there the day she was
sworn in, decades later, to the II-
linois Supreme Court as Justice
Anne McGlone Burke. A court
she serves as Chief Justice now.
Michael Cusack inspired her
throughout her life. He will con-
tinue to inspire others. For from
the very day of his birth, God
had made him a Champion. Be at

celebrate these remarkable young
peoples’ union. Christopher is
the grandson of the late Senator
Robert F. Kennedy (D. NY) and
Ethel Skakel Kennedy.

A THOUGHT FOR THE
NEW YEAR: Drinking red wine
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World Traveler sculpture is world-class attraction

Heart
of the
‘Hood

by Felicia Dechter

Anyone driving down Lake
Shore Dr. near Oak St. surely
can’t help but notice the ex-
quisitely compelling sculpture
nestled among the trees near the
gazebo, across the street from the
Drake Hotel.

Her name is World Traveler, and
she is one of dozens of sculptures
placed throughout the city thanks
to the Chicago Sculpture Exhibit
[CSE]. Just when we thought our
Gold Coast lakefront couldn’t get
any more beautiful, along comes
the spectacular World Traveler,
whose installation was delayed
until recently due to COVID-19.

World Traveler represents trav-
el, contemplation and rest, said
her creator, artist Carrie Fischer.

“The concept began while trav-
eling abroad on holiday,” said
Fischer, a concrete sculptor who
owns Fishstone Studio in Crystal
Lake. “I developed an admiration
for historical figurative sculp-
tures in Europe and South Amer-
ica. I wanted to connect my love
of travel with a female figure, and
chose to associate the figure con-
cept to a woman I met on two of
my trips named Yulia. She was
from Russia and loved travel so
much she decided to work on a
cruise ship so she could work her
way around the world.”

Fischer worked on the concept
for six months. “I sketched dif-
ferent gestures and shapes until I
came up with a finished design.
Then I made a clay maquette,
a miniature 3D version of the
sculpture, which I submitted to
the CSE call for artists.”

World Traveler is 9.5 feet tall,
eight feet in length, and four feet
wide. She is made out of a high
performance GFRC (a combina-
tion of fine aggregate, cement,
water, polymer, chemical admix-
tures and glass fiber) concrete
with steel reinforcement and
weighs just over 1,600 Ibs, which
is lightweight for the size, said
Fischer. If made with solid con-
crete, her weight would be several
tons.

This is Fischer’s second year
of providing a piece for CSE. Her
first sculpture, Lady of the Lake,
was exhibited in Greektown in
2019. This year she has two piec-
es in the annual exhibit, the cool
Invertadude at 333 S. Halsted St.,
and, the stunning World Traveler.
Both will be offered for sale when
they leave their sites in May.

“The big pieces are the most
challenging to engineer and in-
stall, but these sculptures are my
favorite to make,” said Fischer.
“These big sculptures drive my
mantra now -- think big or go
home.”

Fischer said it has taken her a
few years to be able to make pub-
lic sculptures. At the age of 56,
she came to the sculpting world
late and her first public piece was

accepted only three years ago in
2017.

“My love of working with my
hands started as a child with ce-
ramics and building simple furni-
ture pieces for my room,” recalled
Fischer. “I was always redecorat-
ing, painting, and repurposing
objects.”

“When my husband and I be-
gan our decorative concrete busi-
ness in 2006, my new medium
became concrete,” she added.
“Making everything from garden
art to furniture I learned the art of
making concrete. As the business
grew, I was afforded more time to
create art instead of running the
business day-to-day. One month a
year I spend learning from other
artists I admire. This month of
learning allows me to take my
work sculpting to the next level.”

CSE began in 2001 as a small
program, the Lincoln Park Com-
munity Art Initiative, which was
created by then-Alderman Vi
Daley to beautify the 43rd Ward
with a handful of public sculp-
tures. It soon garnered well-de-
served accolades and spread to
other neighborhoods, and eventu-
ally was renamed CSE.

Maquette of final concept used in
CSE call for artists.

Today, CSE acquires and places
54 to 60 sculptures in neighbor-
hoods throughout Chicago -- from
artists both locally and around
the country, said its spokesper-
son, Kelly McGrath. An entirely
independent not-for-profit, CSE
is fully funded through a variety
of donations and sponsors, and
partners with local community
groups and chambers of com-
merce and public officials. Every
year the sculptures are rotated out
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Pretty woman: World Traveler was recently installed at Oak St.
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Carrie Fischer’s Invertadude sculpture at 333 S.
Halsted St.

with new pieces installed in May.

“There’s no other program like
it in the city,” said McGrath.

CSE just installed its final
sculpture for 2020 and also just
wrapped up its calls for artists
for 2021 -- its anniversary year,
said McGrath. The sculptures are
chosen by juried competition, and
each participant receives $1,500.

Next year for the first time, and
in honor of its 20th anniversary,
CSE has implemented an addi-
tional cash prize for the top three
submissions: $1,500, $3,000 and
$5,000, McGrath said. Those new
prizes will begin in 2021 but re-
main a permanent element. The
jury deliberates mid-January and
winners are announced shortly
after that, said McGrath.

“Our exhibit is an ideal way
for people to experience beautiful
and inspiring art in a safe way,”
said McGrath. “With sculptures
in so many Chicago communi-
ties, many people don’t even have
to travel to enjoy a fun and educa-
tional activity. Perfect, we think,
for the holidays and beyond, into
spring. This is accessible, public
art, in every way.”

CSE executive director Barb
Guttmann, who has been in-
volved with this program since
its inception, wanted to be sure
I mention that touring the sculp-
tures is a COVID-friendly activ-
ity. All sculptures are outdoors
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and viewable all the way around,
360 degrees.

And, Guttmann added that Ald.
Brian Hopkins [2nd] selected
World Traveler’s site, so kudos to
him because it’s only fitting that
a world-class sculpture sits in a
world-class spot.

“This is his first year participat-
ing and he came up with this great
site!” Guttmann said enthusiasti-
cally. “He chose the sculpture and
the location. Great taste!”

As for Fischer, she said she has
not been able to visit the sculp-
tures this year mainly due to
COVID, which has been hard for
her.

“The best part of making these
large pieces is sitting near them
and watching people react to
them,” she said. “It brings a great
sense of purpose when I see they
are being enjoyed.”

Closing time... My kids were
regulars at the High Ridge YMCA
at Touhy and Western while
growing up and I was a member
for many years and the news that
the Y was closing was devastat-

ing to our family, and to the com-
munity. The Y provided so much
for so many people for so many
years. It’s a huge loss.

What will replace the Y? I'm
sure not a place where you knew
your children were well-cared for
that also offered swim lessons,
camp, after school programs,
sports, and a variety of other
healthy activities for both kids
and adults.

This was sad news to hear.
Wish it was fake.

And to my readers, many
thanks for bringing me into your
homes each and every week. |
feel privileged and honored to be
there. The people of this city nev-
er cease to amaze me. We stepped
up to help each other during 2020
like nothing I've ever witnessed.
Perhaps in 2021, even if COVID
dies down, we can still be there
for one another and practice
kindness on a daily basis.

Here’s wishing you and your
loved ones good health, strength,
happiness and peace in 2021.
Stay safe. See ya next year!
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Myra Reilly and Bobbi Panter.

Macy’s holiday cheer snapped by Gardenia Hung.
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and eating cheese could reduce
cognitive decline.

FATHOM FORTH: Tim
Severin, the great modern explor-
er and navigator of the past died
in Timoleague, Co. Cork, Ireland
last week at 80. His life was giv-
en to the tracking of historic sea
voyages and then reenacting them
with simplicity and accuracy.
Careful to the truth of his vessels,
his careful course and his rthym-
ing with history. He gave our
contemporary world the chance
to accompany the heroic sailors
of saga, rune and myth. His care-
ful following of St. Brendan’s
voyage in the 6th century to what
is now Greenland, Canada and
Coastal America remains a spell-
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binding tale. He was mourned by
the colleagues and adventurers
whose lives he challenge with
his dramatic sailing the churning
waters of the fabled white capped
Western ocean.

SIDEWALK HOLIDAY
SNAP: Macy’s Sidewalk Santa
Claus drawn with holiday cheers
and bright colored chalk on State
and Randolph Sts., downtown and
snapped by the redoubtable Gar-
denia Hung.

OLD WORLD ART: Cleve-
land’s Michael Brosko sending
vintage Christmas Cards designed
by beloved artist Josef Lada.
Many beautiful heritage pastoral
scenes of the young “CzechoSlo-
vakia” nation from days gone by.

BARB BAILEY AND
FRIENDS: It’s cold out, but I'm
cozy. Thanks to Barb Bailey and
the gang, musical director Bob-
by Schiff; singers Arturo An-
donaegui, Irene Michaels, Judy
McLaughlin Rossignuolo-Rice
and Bernard Rice plus celebrity
guest singer, Sonia P. Oyola. The
toast of Chi-town, following their
stunning show at Chad Willett’s
Le Piano zoomed Sunday eve-
ning. Many words of thanks for
all the work and effort that went

Open Arms United
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into this year’s birthday show.
Sabotaged left and right thanks to
COVID-19. But in the end every
tune, every emotion, every note
lifted Chicago from the abyss of
pre-Christmas lockdown gloom.
As the show, “What the word
needs now is Love,” unfolded
I found myself calming and
breathing easier. Hearing those
rich, evocative “Bailey Tones”
fill the air, I felt a peace fill me.
The gloom really began to raise.
I ate a chocolate chip cookie and
knew that thanks to Barb it was
all going to be alright. “Over the
Rainbow” brought some wet stuff
to my eyes. Michael Schiff’s styl-
ing was brilliant and first rate. He
brought an air of old-fashioned
glamor to the keyboard. And I've
got to say that my pal Irene Mi-
chaels really surprised me with
“Lean on Me.” Woke me up, emo-
tionally. Brilliant. Genteely sassy.
Arturo Andonaequi of the Chica-
go Police Dept. was dyn-o-mite.
Powerful, but controlled. And
like Barb, introduced me to a tune
I’'ve never heard before. When
was the last time that happened?
Judy McLaughlin Rossignuolo-
Rice and Bernard Rice echoed
a vibrant and familiar Chicago
sound. Sonia P. Oyola, was bat-
ting 1000. The show was uplift-
ing. You never know what’s going
on inside of people. We’ve been
cooped up. Campused. Confined
to barracks. And many Chicago-
ans are climbing the walls.

FIRST BOOTH BY THE
FIRE: Just when Bobbi Panter
thought birthday festivities were
all over, her beautiful and dear
friends Karin Carlson and Wyn-
nis Mackie rolled up their sleeves
for one last really fun celebration
at the birthday girl’s favorite spot.
Ralph Lauren Bar & Grill.

ELEGANCE AND ELAN:
Jim Kinney and Brian White
were guests at another wonder-
ful dinner party with Julie Har-
ran. Jim Kinney representing
condo buyer and seller on this
one deal. So nice to see famed
rugman Oscar Totassian there,
too, and two new friends, Andy
and Laurie. Closing the chic din-
ers’ circle, lovely Jessica Dunne
LaGrange.

Nena Ivon’s book club.

UNDER BETTE DAVIS
EYES: Yes, that was April
Schwartz, Julie Barrish, Nan-
¢y Resnick and Toni Di Meola
laughing 2020 away in the Bette
Davis booth at Ralph Lauren Bar
& Grill.

CALENDAR DAY: Honorary
Old Town Mayor Shelley How-
ard putting his noggin together
with the legendary server Mo-
hammad, aka Mo, recalling Gib-
sons Steakhouse’s anniversary,
congratulating Steve and Peggy
Lombardo and the steakhouse
family, cheering on their Chicago
spirit during the pandemic.

WHO’S WHERE: Attorney
Dan Balanoff at the Ritz Hotel in
Cancun, Mexico...Nena Ivon’s
fashion bookclub is Literary Soi-
ree, and is itself a grand Who'’s
Who’s of Chicago’s well-tailored
reading population...restauran-
teurs Kean and Megan Adding-
ton worked overtime to ensure
their customers had robust vittles
for the holidays....Cynthia Ol-
son with Jim Kinney and Brian
White at the Yacht Club look-
ing very festive...just-days-apart
birthday girls Barb Bailey and
Lauren Lein Cavanaugh cele-
brate their big day at Ralph Lau-
ren Bar & Grill with festive red
lamp shades...looks like Sherry
Lea Fox and Julie Barrish be-
hind those masks at La Colonial...
architect Lucien LaGrange sur-
veying the Christmas decorations
at his Waldorf Astoria build-

Dan Balanoff

ing on Walton...Candace and
Chuck Jordan looking really
festive having a hot chocolate and
visiting the Belmont Ave. small
version Cristkindlmarket and
finding a perfect mug...Myra
Reilly and Bobbi Panter oogle
the chocolate cake ...Chicago
writer Sherrill Bodine welcomes
the new year in great style...
Stephanie Leese Emrich and
mother, Georgia Leese, hobnob
while helping put order into the
chaos of the holidays...Sean Es-
haghy and Mamie Walton lunch
away the school vacation bundled
up for a outdoor feast ... London
shoppers were treated by an in-
delicate word of Dickensian Eng-
lish challenging the mean-spirited
season with promise.

At a dinner party one should
eat wisely but not too well, and
talk well but not too wisely.

-- W. Somerset Maugham

tog515@gmail.com
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A typical affordable tiny house.

Should vacant land be used
for tiny houses and tree farms?

by Don DeBat

What is the city of Chicago and
Cook County going to do to rid
itself of more than 51,300 vacant
and abandoned properties cur-
rently inventoried by the Land
Bank?

Home Front column readers
have offered some creative ideas,
from building thousands of “tiny
houses” and multi-family “court
homes” to transforming blocks
of vacant land into urban “tree
farms.”

Developers and small renova-
tors often bid but generally do
not close on the vacant lots and
abandoned properties because
of burdensome bureaucratic red
tape, according to a new report
by Cook County Treasurer Maria
Pappas.

Bids on 80% of the properties
do not make it through a complex,
lengthy 75-point process involved
in Cook County’s 8l-year-old
Land Bank’s “Scavenger-Sale”
program. Nearly 7,300 properties
have had delinquent taxes for two
decades.

Home Front column readers of-
fered several ideas to reduce the
vacant-lot glut:

Affordable tiny houses

One viable option could be
encouraging developers to build
affordable tiny houses and con-
tainer homes, suggested North
Side reader Bill Hagglund.

A tiny house generally is de-
fined as a residential structure
consisting of less than 500 square
feet of space. Most tiny houses
sleep four people and measure
less than 400 square feet. The
floor plan typically includes a
living room, kitchen-dinette, a
shower/bath, two sleeping lofts, a
through-the-wall heating/cooling
system and maybe a solar panel
or two.

The average cost for a do-it-
yourself-built tiny house is about
$23,000, but retail cost typically
is $75,000 or more. If the buyer
of a 500-square-foot tiny-house
priced at $100,000 placed a 20%

down payment and obtained a
30-year fixed-rate mortgage at
the going 2.66% interest rate, the
monthly payment for principal
and interest would only be $406
a month.

Water, sewer, garbage fees, plus
gas and electric utilities would
only add about $150 to the total,
so the gross monthly tiny-house
“nut” could be approximately
$656 plus real estate taxes.

Bids on 80%
of the properties
do not make it through
a complex, lengthy
75-point process
involved in Cook
County’s 81-year-old
Land Bank’s
“Scavenger-Sale”’
program.

Developing outside the box

Shipping-container homes are
another option for developers
willing to think outside the box.
A 480-square-foot tiny studio
residence could be created by
joining three shipping contain-
ers placed on a concrete slab and
bringing in utilities.

In addition to residences, com-
mercial developer Jake Goldstein
is utilizing a pair of shipping con-
tainers to build 320-square-foot
“gym pods” erected on vacant
land in the Fulton Market Dis-
trict. These “pop-up” health clubs
are designed to fill the gap exist-
ing between big-box gyms and
specialized workout boutiques.
Urban in-fill homes

Urban architect Hanno We-
ber co-designed the innovative
“Court House” concept for vacant
city in-fill lots. Weber, principal
of the Chicago-based Hanno We-
ber & Assoc. Architecture/Urban
Design, created the Court House

several years ago for the city’s
Dept. of Housing and Dept. of
Environment. The plans likely are
gathering dust at City Hall.

Ideally designed to be devel-
oped in groups of four units on
two side-by-side 25-by-125-foot
city lots, Weber said the Court
Houses can be built today at a
cost of about $200,000 each, not
including the land.

Each 3-bedroom, 2Y%-bath
Court House would have 1,400
square feet of living area config-
ured two rooms deep on three lev-
els. Each unit could be marketed
to home buyers for a retail price
of $240,000 to $250,000.

Designed as slab-on-grade con-
struction, the garden level of the
home features a foyer with closet,
kitchen, dining room, powder
room, laundry and mechanical
room. French doors open from
the dining room to a spacious and
private terrace walled with recy-
cled brick.

A central stairway leads to the
second level of the home featur-
ing the living room, the master
bedroom, a linen closet and two
full baths, which are built in a
separate module ‘“back-to-back”
with the baths of the house on
the rear of the lot. Two additional
bedrooms are in the attic, or loft
level of the home.

View a site plan for a cluster of
Court Houses, and you’ll see four
attached single-family homes with
steeply pitched roofs each built on
an outside corner of the two lots,
like Medieval carriage houses
grouped around a protected 30-
by-30-foot interior courtyard.

Access to the traditional-styled
stucco homes is through a six-
foot-wide gated court way that
is shared by four homeowners.
Parking for four cars is provided
at the rear.

What trees do they plant?

The city of Chicago and the

Land Bank should team up with

the Hantz Group of Detroit to de-
velop urban tree farms on vacant
land on the South Side and West
Side, suggested Old Town hom-
eowner Dan Baldwin.

John Hantz, a 23-year Detroit
native, was inspired to plant trees
on vacant inner-city land to im-
prove neighborhood morale, safe-
ty and value, while returning part
of the city’s 40 square miles of
barren acreage back to tax rolls.

“For a start, the Hantz Group
purchased 1,000 vacant lots in
Detroit for about $30 to $100 each
to create Hantz Woodlands, an
urban tree farm,” Baldwin said.
“The lots measure 30 by 150 feet.
The trees were planted at a cost of
less than $1 and grew in value to
$35 in three years.”

However, affordable housing
critics say the 1,970 vacant prop-
erties in the Hantz Woodlands’
bargain-priced land portfolio
eventually will be flipped to mar-
ket-rate developers at a substan-
tial profit, and generate hefty real
estate tax dollars for Detroit.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.
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Brother can you
spare a book?

Residents at the Balmoral Nurs-
ing Home, 2055 W. Balmoral, are
in need of donated reading ma-
terials. Drop off new and gently
read magazines, books or other
periodicals in their lobby between
9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday-Friday.

Lincoln Yards
Town Hall
meeting Jan. 7

The Sheffield Neighborhood
Assoc. [SNA] and 2nd Ward of-
fice are co-hosting a virtual Town
Hall meeting about the status of
the Lincoln Yards development
project 6 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 7,
2021. The meeting will be mod-
erated by SNA President Brian
Comer.

An RSVP is required to attend,
and attendees may submit ques-
tions ahead of time through the
registration form.

The meeting will be conduct-
ed via Zoom only. Space in this
meeting is limited to the first 500
registrants. The Zoom link will be
distributed to registered attendees
24 hours in advance of the event.
To register call 312) 643-2299 or
write to Ward02@cityofchicago.
org.

Brown Line
Elevated track
repairs

Starting Friday, Jan. 1, the Chi-
cago Transit Authority will be
performing maintenance on the
Brown Line Elevated Track over
N. Franklin St., between Hubbard
St. and Grand Ave. Work will oc-
cur from 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. during
the weekdays and from 8 a.m.-7
p-m. on the weekends.

Throughout the project, the fol-
lowing will be closed intermit-
tently: Curb lanes and parking,
Franklin St., between Hubbard
St. and Grand Ave., alley and
sidewalk access.

All work may be completed at
the end of March.

‘Condomania!

1st OFFERING

Spacious 1BR plus a Den, corner unit contemporary (2017) bathroom, Brazilian Cherry
floors in the living space. Kitchen has a breakfast bar, Stainless Steel appliances, oak
cabinets and granite counter-tops. Secured assigned Parking included in price .

3110 N Sheridan Road, Unit 702

2800 N Lake Shore Drive, Unit 308
Immaculate modern one hadranm 72
floors throughou

shaker soft-close ¢="
under-cabinet lightil

BAIRDWARMER

SOLD

~wuiouin, and fantastic storage space. Build-
ing features 24-t._.. uuur statt, fitness center, outdoor pool, rooftop deck and party room.

3550 N Lake Shore Drive, Unit 2211
This condo features beautiful gray wood flnara *

__iwonn & a full range of stainless steel appliances, along
with a breakfast bar. Gorgeous bathroom with new floor & wall tile & vanity.

Michael F. Parish sroker
773.770.7002

open concept, hardwood

kitchen with white
= o yiass tile backsplash, LED
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Free COVID
testing event Jan. 9

A COVID-19 testing event is
being held 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sat-
urday, Jan. 9, at the St. Josaphat
School Gym, 2245 N. Southport.

The testing is being done by
reservation only, visit https:/bit.
ly/3nUgAB;j to schedule a test.

The event is being sponsored
by Near North Health Service
Corp. and the 2nd Ward Alder-
man’s Office.

There will be no out of pocket

costs, and your insurance provid-
er will be billed directly.

For more information call 312-
643-2299.

There are  approximately
165 community health centers
throughout Chicago where no
patient will be turned away
because of an inability to pay. To
find the nearest community
health center visit findahealth-
center.hrsa.gov.

The Night Ministry is in
need of new or gently used
coats in larger sizes, dark or
neutral colors preferred.

They also accept new win-
ter gear such as hats, scarves,
gloves and thermal socks, as
well as new or gently used tents.

Spare a coat?

Donations can be dropped off
at 1735 N. Ashland Ave. The
office isn’t fully staffed, so
donors should schedule drop-
offs ahead of time by email-
ing Miranda@thenightminis-
try.org.

Users seeking Winnemac Park
dog friendly area

Neighbors, dog owners and
park visitors who are seeking
support for establishing an off-
leash dog area at Winnemac Park
are holding a virtual meeting Jan.
13,2021.

Starting a dog park is largely
a community-driven enterprise,
and requires support from a large

group of city officials and bureau-
crats. Those interested in more
information are asked to sign up
to be added to an email list to
receive updates, and register for
a meeting on 6 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 13, can call 773-654-1867 or
write to info@40thward.org or
Jessica@40thward.org.

Registration open
for Oz, Warren parks
baseball little leagues

Those interested in playing
Little League Baseball this
spring at Oz or Warren Park need
to sign up now. Spots are avail-
able for boys and girls players of
all levels ages 4 — 16.

Divisions are filling fast and

Name:

space is limited, so don’t wait.
Prices increase March 1, 2021.
The season will kick off May
10. Sign up for Oz Park at www.
http://leagues.bluesombrero.com,
or for Warren Park at www.war-
renparkyouthbaseball org.

- - Clip and send in the attached form: --n

Email Address:

Address:

Phone Number:

Contribution Amount: $

Monthly Contribution O
Credit Card #:

One-time Contribution O

_—— e e e e e e e e e e e e = = = = == =y

Exp. Date:

Mail form and/or check to: Inside Publications
6221 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60660

Donations are not tax deductible.
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Rogers Park refugee mission
relocates to St. Jerome

In anticipation of major growth
in demand for its services, a Rog-
ers Park nonprofit serving refu-
gee families is moving to a new
home.

Madonna Mission is opening a
new and larger facility in the for-
mer St. Jerome Catholic school
building, 1706 W. Morse Ave.

The new facility offers expand-
ed space for the mission’s English
language program for refugee
mothers and its after-school tutor-
ing and summer programs for K-8
children.

Enrollment in all of the mis-
sion’s programs has doubled over
the past five years, says Peg-
gy Forbes, Madonna Mission’s
Executive Director. This has lead
to overcrowding at its former
Sheridan Rd. space.

With the Federal government
planning to increase the number
of refugees accepted into the U.S.,
numbers are sure to grow.

Founded in 2011, Madonna
Mission currently serves 50 Eng-
lish-as-second-language women,
as well as 70 K-8 students in the
after-school program and 80 dur-
ing the summer. They are funded
by private donors, grants, and
foundations, and more than 200
volunteers work with the stu-
dents. Almost half of the summer
staff are high-school refugee stu-
dents who have come through oth-
er Madonna Mission programs.

The idea for the mission origi-
nated with Lynn Gordon, who,
while tutoring refugee children,

English as a second language is the flagship service offering of Madonna
Mission.

came to see how their moth-
ers’ English skills often lag be-
hind those of their children, who
quickly pick up the language at
school.

“Parents need to communicate
with teachers, first responders,
store personnel, and potential
employers,” says Gordon. “Reset-
tlement agencies provide wonder-
ful initial support, but after a few
months, many of these newly set-
tled families are on their own.”

Madonna Mission tries to help
refugee women by teaching Eng-
lish in a safe, supportive atmo-
sphere, while also meeting new
friends and escaping the isolation
of caring for children in small
apartments in a new city.

The after-school tutoring pro-
gram is staffed by volunteer tu-
tors from Loyola Academy and

Loyola Univ. Chicago as well as
other community members, and
offers youngsters reading sup-
port and homework help. Kids
also have access to an extensive
library of books, math manipu-
latives, iPads and computers,
flashcards, games, and learning
activities. Tutors coach middle
schoolers on writing essays for
scholarships and high school en-
trance applications, as well as
explaining the CPS high school
application process.

Mission staff have helped fam-
ilies access the temporary free
internet available for children’s
remote education during the pan-
demic lockdown, and have acted
as tech liaisons between families
and schools when language barri-
ers made things difficult.

Letter to the Editor

Your article “Golden Gloves on
the Gold Coast” [Dec. 9] is a mis-
representation as to what is hap-
pening in Newberry Plaza.

You are giving the impression
that there exists an organization
called the Newberry Plaza Com-
munity Coalition (NPCC) who
represent a large percentage of us
as owners, and they are leading a
knock down fight with the condo
board who are pursuing their nar-
row interests to our detriment.

This is simply not true.

Since July, our Association has
been considering a major renova-
tion. During the summer, there
were presentations made and re-
visions to the original plans were
made in response to owners’
feedback.

The process of providing feed-
back is still underway. This is a
large project that is complicated
by the fact that the condo associa-
tion does not own the entire build-
ing or the garage, so we have to
negotiate with the owners of the

No fighting
rest of the building as our build-
ing is governed by both our con-
dominium documents as well as
reciprocal easement agreements.

There are parts of the proposal
that I like and parts I do not. I
have my option to cast my proxy
ballot either for or against it.

We have a board made up of
owners with one half elected ev-
ery year. They meet monthly and
listen to the comments of any
resident. The NPCC says that not
raising our assessment for the last
11 years “is simply bad business.”
Our financial records are avail-
able for all residents to see and
the annual debate on our budget
is open for all to attend. In 11
years of those debates, I am aware
of no one that has said we need to
raise the assessments because we
need more funds. It is usually the
exact opposite.

We are in good shape finan-
cially and the building is well-
maintained. This is in part that we
have a Condo Board that works

SUPER CAR WASH

BEST KEPT SECRET

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY

8 BAY SELF-SERVICE
2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC

5450 N. DAMEN (at Rascher)

hard and takes their fiduciary re-
sponsibility seriously. It is silly to
even imply that we are distressed
and will be forced to sell our units
against our will.

There are many residents who
are opposed to the renovation.
NPCC does not “represent” them.
[NPCC is], as far as I can tell, two
or three residents who are raising
many issues about the proposal
by sending out emails to whom-
ever they think agrees with them.
At the same time they are making
irrelevant and untrue statements
about such things as our financ-
es and implying the board is not
working in good faith.

About 70% of our owners have
cast proxies that they are voting
for the project, while approxi-
mately 20% are opposed. The
rest have yet to commit. I myself
have not yet cast a proxy. The cur-
rent plan is to count the proxies
in January. Most of our residents
on both side of the issue are par-
ticipating in a fair discussion of
the merits of the project. Anyone
on either side of the project who
makes personal attacks on any
of our residents because of their
position, is following the style
of made acceptable by Donald
Trump and we do not need that
here in Newberry Plaza.

Samuel Williamson
Unit owner/resident
at Newberry Plaza
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Adoption

Pregnant? Considering Adoption? We help with food,
housing, medical, counseling, etc. You can relocate.
Choose adoptive family for your baby. We're friendly,
caring, completely confidential. Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Expenses Paid.
Nationwide Agency. Talk With Us 24/7. 866-716-
3041. Online Chat. Online Application. www.onetrue-
gift.com. Text 515-778-2341.

State of lllinois Surplus Property Online Auction -
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment,
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Autos Wanted

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Makes/Models
2002-2019! Any Condition. Running or Not. Top
$$$ Paid! Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call
Now: 1-888-985-1806

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk, high-end,
totaled - it doesn't matter! Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-844-294-

I
R
«X

Business Opportunities

$1000 MAILBOX CASH EVERYDAY? Legal, Ethi-
cal, Exciting & Fun, No MLM Chains, Pyramids Etc
Website Reveals Al www.stressfreecashnow.
com Then Call Hotline 1-800-243-2142

America’s #1 Home Based Business! Up to $20k/
mo. Perfect for Introverts, Never Call Anyone, Text
“INFO” 800-343-6297 or Call for Prerecorded Msg

Cars For Sale

1998 Dodge RV V2500 V8, 318CID, 120K miles,
front brake salvage, lots of new, some rust. Needs
front bumper. For rehab or parts. $2500. Call John
773-818-0808

1981 Olds Regal 98, V-8 diesel engine, 90K miles,
$3081. Call 773-818-0808

Commercial Space

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 700 sq.
ft.; 1,000 sq. ft. & 1,100 sq. ft. Three-year lease @
$15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven funds.
773-772-0808 please leave message.

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL
AIM 800-481-8312

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get FAA Tech-
nician certification. Approved for military benefits.
Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204

Help Wanted. Paid Daily. No Experience Needed.
Full Details Go To: www.BestEasyWork.com/
bamidan

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at
home for a career as a Medical Office Professional
at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTl.com

Education/Career Training

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment - Drivers

FALL INTO A GREAT NEW CAREER AT TTI!
$1600 Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS
*Flatbed *Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26%
Gross Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/
Reefer. Full benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insur-
ance, 6 paid Holidays, + Industry leading Driver
Bonus Program! Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth
or Mike at TTI Inc. 1-800-222-5732 Apply online
ttitrucking.com

WARM UP WITH A NEW CAREER AT TTI! $1600
Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS *Flatbed
*Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26% Gross
Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/Reefer. Full
benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insurance, 6 paid
Holidays + Industry leading Driver Bonus Program!
Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth or Mike at TTI
Inc 1-800-222-5732 Apply online ttitrucking.com

Farm & Ranch

FARMERS WANTED ILLINOIS FARMER consider-
ing retirement in the next 2 - 3 years? Take 5 minute
survey for $10. Call (773) 717-5572

Financial

ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

Do you owe $10,000+ to the IRS or State in back
taxes? Get tax relief now! We'll fight for you!
(800)887-5731 - (Mon-Fri 10am-8pm EST).

Government program forgives up to 90% of Federal
Student Loans. Call today to claim your benefits be-
fore Congress makes changes to eligibility require-
ments. CALL (888) 212-5612

PAY 0% Processing Fees! Gain track and make
your business viable by keeping up with payment
technology. 866--722-7434 CashDiscounts.com

Blueberries - Certified Organic - Seasonal U-Pick
and Pre-Picked, Year-round frozen - Clean fields,
easy picking, Northwest Indiana, easy access off
80/90. Check us out at www.BlueberryRanch.com

SSIFIEDS

FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or GARDENERS,
did you or a loved one use Roundup Weed Killer
and were diagnosed with NON-HODGKINS LYM-
PHOMA (Cancer)? You may be entitled to com-
pensation. Call Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

If you or a loved one were diagnosed with OVAR-
IAN CANCER or MESOTHELIOMA after use of
TALCUM products such as BABY POWDER or
SHOWER TO SHOWER, you may be entitled to
compensation. Contact Charles H. Johnson 1-800-

o
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Health/Fitness

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 855-619-0190

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a FREE consultation!
1-888-409-1261

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates,
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares.
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Help Wanted/Employment

Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related
reg. Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. ,
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire, IL 60069.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121
drive4stevens.com

$500+ Paid Daily The Easy Way. Go To: www.Paid-
DailyGroup.com

Home Improvements

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Empire Today/ to
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING* OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Services

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the lllinois State Bar Association lllinois
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illincislawyerfinder

Medical Misc.

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates,
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares.
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Inogen
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323!
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop your home from foreclo-
sure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline can help
save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your High-Speed In-
ternet Thing. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo agmt.
Includes 1 TB of data per month. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call
us today 1-833-707-0984

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR
! Stream 1000’s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

Become a Published Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

BOOT STRAPS & BRA STRAPS Book On Amazon
& Audible. Need to start over this year? FREE RE-
BOOT GIFTS: www.SheilaMac.com

Miscellaneous, cont.

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today!
1-855-404-2366

Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

Create a new holiday tradition with The Amazing
Snowman! You can make it snow ANYWHERE,
even indoors! Get your Amazing Snowman TODAY!
www.AmazingSnowman.com promo code SM100
gives you $100 off!

Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Com-
pany, out of state move $799 Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on your Long distance move.
1-844-452-1706

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for [350+ ] proce-
dures. Real dental insurance -NOT just a discount
plan. [Don't wait!] Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can
help get you approved! No money out of pockets!
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation,
NO risk! We've recovered millions. Let us help you!!
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

DIRECTV - Every live football game, every Sunday
- anywhere - on your favorite device. Restrictions
apply. Call IVS - 1-855-781-1565

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today
for $100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some restrictions
apply)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-402-0373

FREE CASH That's right WE will send you $5 by
cash app free right now! Text the word “cadnet” to
706-761-1745

FREE Ice Cream? Available at ALL Jewel-Osco
locations, Nightfood ice cream will pay for your first
pint! Visit TryNightfood.com

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!) Schedule your FREE in-home assessment
today. Call 1-855-447-6780 Special financing for
qualified customers.

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels &
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt | Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months.
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with AT&T
Next® and AT&T Next Every Year; $250 Gift Card
for Switching to AT&T! (*Requires well-qualified
credit. Limits & restrictions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER! Fast, Effec-
tive Treatment. Available: Hardware Stores, Home
Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention
88272 for a risk free triall FREE SHIPPING!

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 888-986-3616

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data, FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease customers! Limited Time,
Call 1-855-973-9254

LOSE WEIGHT WHILE YOU SLEEP! Scientifi-
cally proven formula. Optimal results. Video intro.
Sleep2Weight.net. SAVE THIS AD!

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial,
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh Start or
Forgiveness Call 1-877-378-1182 Monday through
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

NEW DISCOVERY ELIMINATES COMMON SEX-
UAL PROBLEMS! All Natural Male Enhancement
Product Increases Staying Power, Performance, &
Pleasure. Risk FREE 60 Day Guarantee + FREE
SHIPPING. 15% Discount with Coupon perform03.
Visit: TryProZyte.com

!IOLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980's. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

Miscellaneous, cont.

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World
Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications
available. CALL Today For A Free Price Quote.
1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-652-9304 or
visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/national

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-481-3969 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/national

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS** Give
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD
&brochure! 1-866-471-1334

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery storage
system. SAVE money, reduce your reliance on the
grid, prepare for power outages and power your
home. Full installation services available. $0 Down
Financing Option. Request a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-866-586-7248

Thinking about installing a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy. FREE design consultation.
Enjoy your shower again! Call 1-855-337-8855 to-
day to see how you can save $1,000 on installation,
or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/cadnet

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T's Buy one, Give
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and Leukemia may
result from RoundUp exposure. A recent $2 billion
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your
RoundUp case today.

Motorcycles

TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES!
1900-1980 Dead or Alive 888-800-1932 or 920-

371-0494

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage
located at 730 West Lake Street, Chicago, IL,
312-876-2000, is opening lockers:

8163SM- Abdullah, Nafeesah
6140W- Crummy, Todd (Flowerpetal)
6000J- Hawkins Way Property
9238C- Zasowski, Jan
7910V- Zogrou, Jacques Doudou
7570F- Advance Solutions Inc
for public sale.
This sale is to be held on Tuesday,
January 26, 2021 at 2:00PM.
Cash payments only.

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage,
located at 429 W. Ohio St, Chicago IL
(312/644-2000), is opening lockers
2707X (Malcolm Kelley)
3613X (Natalia Barrera)
4611X (Patricia Patel)
3547X (Lauren Vallortigara)
2713X (Tyra Peterson)
4504X (Freshii)
6633X (David Wimsatt)
5553X (World Wide Realty)
1638A (Adrienne Meachum)
2719A (Barbara Broadhurst)
3523X and 6619X (Edward Lahood)
for public sale on
January 26, 2021, at 3:00 p.m. Cash only.

Real Estate For Sale

TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT ~ $34,900 BANK
ORDERED SALE MASSIVE LAKE Dockable acre-
age on Kentucky Lake. Way under market value.
RV ready. 888-386-9446 https://tnlandings.com/Of-
fered by Waters Edge Properties Inc - Broker

Recycling

Interested in helping the environment, those less
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990,
offers recycling service as well as: Used plastic
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric.
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210 Email:
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Training/Education

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL
AlM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 Ri14. Convenient.
Certified Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 or visit
RefrigerantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLEC-
TOR. ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT
COKE MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES.
I PAY CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184.

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
Co. 80201

business hours.

Grant Park

900 S. Columbus Dr.
Clark Park

3400 N. Rockwell St.
Lincoln Park,

(East of Cannon Dr.)

Christmas tree recycling

Chicago’s Christmas tree recycling program runs
from January 9-23 at dozens of parks across the
City. Trees can be dropped off anytime during normal

Only live/natural trees without flocking are ac-
cepted (no garland or wreaths). Because the trees are
mulched, all tinsel, ornaments, lights, and stands must
be removed. Plastic bags used for transport should
also be removed before putting trees in the stalls.

Locations in or near the North Side include:

Cannon Dr. at Fullerton Ave.

Margate Park

4921 N. Marine Dr.
Warren Park

6601 N. Western Ave.
Sheridan Park

910 S. Aberdeen St.

Hope smiles from the threshold
of the year to come, whispering,
‘It will be happier.’

— Alfred Lord Tennyson

[\ INSURANCE

‘/Cleaninqs \/X-rays

6154-0120

Dental Insurance

Get dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company to help
cover the services you're most likely to use -

\/Fillings
1-877-308-2834 .-

Caall now +o get-+his FREE Information Kitl
dental50plus.com/cadnet
Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/cer st

type. s
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C2500Q); Insurance Policy PI50 (GA: PISOGA; NY: PISONY; OK: PIS00K; TN: PISOTN).

\/Crowns \/Dentures

INTERNET

Satellite Internet That is Unlimited
__With No Hard Data Limits!

L]

+ 25 Mbps Download Speed

25mbps download and 3mbps upload!

+ No Hard Data Limits" .
+ Wi-Fi Built-In

Internat

Connect your wireless devices at home

s Call For Special Offers In Your Area
-

Pricing varies by region

CALLTODAY - LIMITED SPECIAL OFFERS IN YOUR AREA!

1-855-973-9254

hesetis  registeed trademark ofHughes Network ystems,LC, an EchStar Company.

Hug .
et e T S L o i e st 7 e - sy 2
loads

Wb sitestoload more slowly o afec the performance ofcrtainactivie,such a videosreaming orlarge downloadsfuploads.

PAINTING

DADRASS
PAINTING

KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELING

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

* FREE ESTIMATES
847-749-8227

847-291-9091
DADRASSPAINTING@YAH00.COM

PLUMBING

Let Our Family

Take Care of Yours
With Any PLUMBING,
DRAIN or SEWER NUISANCE!

B

PLUMBING

We’'re Local & Offer 24-Hour
Emergency Service.
Best Warranties in the Industry!

773-724-9272

jblantonplumbing.com
5126 N. Ravenswood Ave.

SHOE

MAINTENANCE

Finot Tmpressions (Count!
SHOE SHINE DIRECT

s! (o We’'ll Pick-Up Your Shoes

« We’'ll Clean Them

« We'll Shine Them

« We'll Call, Text or Email
When They’re Ready &
Deliver Them Back to You!

Call 773-307-2154
or 773-392-3388 _
FREE

Pick-Up & _.
Delivery (..

TOOL LIQUIDATION

TOOL
LIQUIDATION

* Welder Generator
Rodder Drain
Rigid Threading Machine
Tank Torch Set
Cutting Torch Tank Set
* Woodworking Tools

773-818-0808

101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED - CHEAP
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Transit agencies face ‘drastic’ service cuts
as pandemic rldershlp plummets

BY CLAUDIA MORRELL AND
MICHAEL PUENTE
WBEZ

On a recent weekday morning at Chi-
cago’s Jefferson Park Blue Line station,
Bobby Patel manned a magazine stand
from behind a plastic screen. A sign at the
door reads, “one customer at a time.”

On an average weekday before the pan-
demic, thousands of commuters would pass
through the Jefferson Park Transit Center
on the city’s Northwest Side. It’s home to
the Blue Line, 9 CTA buses, several subur-
ban PACE buses and a METRA commuter
rail stop.

But on that weekday morning — though it
was technically rush hour — the station was
nearly empty.

“Business is going super down here, like
before we were super busy,” Patel said,
adding that his boss has already reduced
his hours because business is slow. Outside
the shop, city buses appeared to outnum-
ber the few customers who were waiting to
board them.

For many workers and students in the
Chicago area, the morning commute feels
like a distant memory. And that’s dealt a
huge financial blow to the transit agencies
who rely on fares to balance their budget,
raising questions about how quickly they’ll
be able to help the economy recover from
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The CTA, the nation’s second-largest
public transit operator, reported an 80%
drop in ridership during the early months
of the pandemic. For METR A, which runs
commuter trains between the city and the
suburbs, the drop was 90%.

These staggering losses in ridership have
been happening in cities across the coun-
try. Many have responded with cuts to ser-
vice. But Chicago has been the only major
city to continue providing normal service
on trains and buses — all while spending
more money than budgeted on cleaning
supplies and protective gear for workers.

The CTA’s $1.6 billion budget for next
year relies on a second round of federal
COVID-19 relief that’s still not a sure
thing. Without that money the agency faces
a nearly $400 million deficit for next year
if ridership levels remain this low.

“We could be looking at drastic cuts to
CTA service,” said CTA spokesman Brian
Steele. “These would be cuts that would
impact both bus and rail service and would
impact routes and lines across the city.”

Steele wouldn’t specify which routes
could be cut, or for how long. The last time
the CTA faced a major budget crunch was
10 years ago, when more than 1,000 transit
workers were laid off. And in 1997, faced
with a ballooning deficit and a decline in
ridership, the agency eliminated 15 bus
lines to avoid a fare hike.

“Simply put, there is no way we can con-
tinue to offer the level of service that we
are now without additional federal fund-
ing,” Steele said.

But U.S. Rep. Jesus “Chuy” Garcia, says
transit must stay afloat, despite the finan-
cial pressures. He represents neighbor-
hoods that have been hit particularly hard
by the pandemic.

A recent mobility study from the Active
Transportation Alliance found low-paid,
essential workers who didn’t have the ben-
efit of working from home or other means
of transportation made up a majority of
public transit riders during the pandemic.

“And they’ve kept our people moving,
especially frontline workers, and they kept
our economy afloat during the most un-
certain times,” Garcia said during a recent
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The CTA, the natlon S second Iargest public transit operator, reported an 80% drop in ridership during the early months of the pandemic. Train

cars now frequently run empty.

Photos courtesy CTA

virtual event hosted by the ATA, which ad-
vocates for public transit and more pedes-
trian- and bike-friendly streets. “ Nurses
heading into work on the front lines of this
pandemic, grocery store workers going
to work to stack the shelves, janitors and
homecare workers keeping our workplaces
and our loved ones safe.”

“Public transit is not an option, public
transit is a lifeline,” Garcia said earlier this
month while speaking to a virtual event
hosted by the Active Transportation Alli-
ance, a group that advocates for public tran-
sit and more pedestrian- and bike-friendly
streets. “CTA trains and Pace buses are the
arteries of this city.”

Commuter rails optimistic,
despite huge drop in ridership

Before the pandemic, Metra provided
about 281,000 rides each weekday. But
since March, ridership on the nation’s larg-
est commuter railroad system, has col-
lapsed.

Still, it’s a necessity for the riders who
are still using it, says Wendy Brown, of
Wood Dale. She’s been commuting for
eight years in mostly packed train cars.

But since March, they’ve been almost
empty.

“There were many days that I was com-
pletely alone in a car and didn’t even see a
conductor,” Brown said. “They didn’t col-
lect any tickets for about two months. I'm
not really sure how long Metra or any busi-
ness for that matter can continue to survive
when they go from a booming business to
10% of their revenue. I honestly don’t know
how anyone can survive that.”

For her part, Brown said she plans to do
what she can to be a “constant commuter.”

“I need Metra,” she said.

Like the CTA, Metra had been expecting
to have a booming 2020, with ridership on
the rise. But when society shut down last
March, Metra was forced to suspend ser-
vice on about half of its nearly 700 trains
each weekday.

Last Spring, the federal government
moved quickly to provide emergency fund-
ing to Metra and other transit agencies
across the country to make up for the loss
in ridership.

Metra received close to $480 million
dollars from the CARES Act, much of it

going to make up lost fare revenues in this
year’s and next year’s budgets.

But even with that, Metra says it still
needs to cut some $70 million from its
2021 budget if Congress doesn’t come
through with additional money.

Metra CEO James Derwinski told WBEZ
the agency expects to start next year with
less than 20% of it’s pre-pandemic rider-
ship — even less than it had expected.

“So we’re going to start off the year, a
little bit behind the curve,” he said.

Metra’s 2021 operating budget is $127
million less than its 2020 budget, accord-
ing to Metra officials. The estimate rev-
enue from passengers will be $239 million
less in 2021 than in 2020.

Still, Derwinski said Metra is commit-
ted to providing service to its 11 lines and
242 stations in a region that covers 3,700-
square-miles.

And, he said, Metra plans to do it with-
out raising fares.

That’s why Derwinski is hopeful ad-
ditional federal stimulus money comes
through by mid-year.

“Definitely, the earlier the better,” he
said. ““If we don’t see that money com-
ing in, we’re going to have to start making
strategic decisions based on, you know, the
reality of what the budget is.”

Those decisions involve finding other
ways to cut expenses or raise revenue —
without raising fares, Derwinski said.

But recovery is also dependent on Chica-
go employers bringing their workers back
downtown — and getting those workers
to feel safe commuting on the train with
frequent cleaning, social distancing and a
mask mandate.

Like Metra, the South Shore Train Ser-
vice from Northwest Indiana has seen its
ridership plummet. But the Northern Indi-
ana Commuter Transportation District, or
NICTD, should survive next year without
making any drastic cuts or layoffs, said
Chief Operating Officer Michael Noland.

The NICTD operates the South Shore
train, which runs between Chicago and
South Bend. It received $73 million in
CARES Act funds, according to officials.

And like Metra, having South Shore
riders feel safe is an ongoing priority.

“Our trains have never been cleaner,”

Noland said. “We’re using ultraviolet lights.
We’ve got fogging systems, electro-static
sprayers. It’s going to be a safer environ-
ment when we finally get through COVID
and there’s a vaccine.”

Steep reductions at PACE

Pace Suburban Bus, the Chicago area’s
regional bus service, is expecting a $53
million budget deficit heading into 2021.
But that hole is projected to grow to $60
million in 2022, said Pace executive direc-
tor Rocky Donahue.

“That’s assuming if nothing changes,
meaning ridership doesn’t come back, the
economy doesn’t come back, we would
have a problem in 12 to 14 months,” Do-
nahue.

Prior to the pandemic, 100,000 people
used Pace every day. The pandemic cut
that by 70,000 when it hit, Donahue said.

“We’ve suspended or reduced service
on 98 routes in our system,” he said. “We
only have 220 routes in the whole system
so we’ve taken corrective action on almost
50 percent of them.”

He says the bus system is facing more
than $100 million in lost revenue in this
year’s and next year’s budgets. Donahue
said CARES Act funds from Congress will
cover some of its deficit heading into 2021
— but not for 2022.

And while the pandemic continues to
keep ridership down, Donahue said 40,000
people continue to take Pace every day —
many heading to those lucrative and expand-
ing packaging jobs at Amazon and UPS.

Like Derwinski over at Metra, Donahue
doesn’t want to increase fares.

“When you raise fares, you also lose rid-
ers. Right now, we’re trying to attract rider-
ship back to the system,” Donahue said.

But he says his primary commitment is
to keep the bus service running. “If we’re
not here when people need to get back, it’s
just going to slow down the economic ac-
tivity,” Donahue said. “So there’s a distinct
advantage to keep us propped up for when
the region is ready to recover that we'’re
here for them.”

This story is a project of the Local
Media Foundation with support from the
Google News Initiative and the Solutions
Journalism Network.
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Another issue was how the SSA’s 2021
budget would be spent. Reilly says “a sig-
nificant portion” of the $742,033 budget
would pay operating expenses of the Mag-
nificent Mile Assoc., which would manage
the SSA, instead of helping with infra-
structure improvements needed to increase
security.

Another $100,000, he says, would be
spent on pedestrian counters — employed
in the State Street SSA, but, says Reilly, “is
not a good investment right now.”

Reilly says the SSA as proposed would
not benefit businesses along the Mag Mile
directly, and property owners would sim-
ply pass their higher property taxes on to

their tenants. “To suggest that this SSA
would pull the Magnificent Mile out of this
difficult economic situation, is disingenu-
ous. We are suffering through a global pan-
demic and economic recession. People are
spending less money, tourism is down sig-
nificantly, and many restrictions are still in
place. The proposed SSA did not provide a
nickel of direct relief to these businesses.”
Relief may be sorely needed for many of
these businesses but Sen. Dick Durbin said
that the city and state should not look to
the federal government for a bailout. The
Mag Mile will need a great deal of help to
recover from the looting and rioting from
this summer and to help weather the gov-
ernment-imposed lockdown.

“As we’ve seen before, commercial

property owners can absorb the increase
in taxes by raising rents on tenants, many
of which are already struggling to pay the
rent. An unintended consequence of a new
tax may be that established retailers along
[Michigan Ave.] could be forced out.”

The proposal, however, “merits further
discussion” in 2021, Ald. Reilly says, be-
tween him, Mayor Lori Lightfoot, Ald.
Hopkins, and the Magnificent Mile Assoc.

“I think there is a way for us to build
greater consensus and, frankly, a more re-
sponsible budget if we take the time that
is necessary when creating an SSA,” says
Reilly. “Taxpayers deserve better than a
rushed proposal.”



