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You don’t  
have to burn books 

to destroy a culture. 

Just get people  

to stop reading them. 

— Ray Bradbury

This issue of the Inside-Boost-

er, distributed in the Township of 

Lake View, contains a 192-page 

supplement of the Real Estate 

Assessment List for Lake View 

Township. This list is prepared by 

the Cook County Assessor’s Of-

fice (CCAO), under the direction 

of Assessor Joseph Berrios. 

If there is no copy in this news-

paper and you’d like one, please 

call this newspaper at 773-465-

9700 to request one and we will 

deliver it to you for free.
The Assessor does not set tax 

rates, levies or the State of Illinois 

Equalizer nor does he decide the 

dollar amount of your tax bill. Tax 

rates and levies are determined 

by municipalities and other local 

taxing bodies such as school dis-

tricts. The Assessor’s only job is 

to determine the estimated market 

value of your property, based on 

an analysis of sales of comparable 

properties in your neighborhood 

and area. That analysis is done 

every three years (triennially). 

“Assessed Value” (AV) is the 

portion of market value to which 

Lake View Township  

Real Estate Assessment list

Cook County Assessor Jo-

seph Berrios has announced 

that reassessment notices have 

been mailed to close to 22,400 

single-family and 7,000 condo-

minium homeowners in Lakev-

iew Township. Reassessment 

notices contain proposed val-

ues for property Tax Year 2018, 

which will be reflected on Sec-

ond-Installment Tax Bills to be 

mailed and due in the summer 

of 2019.
The real estate market is 

healthier. Better market value, 

naturally, results in increased 

assessed value. 
Among the findings from 

the Lakeview Township reas-

Reassessment notices mailed  

to Lakeview Township
Home values continue to improve;  

Median Sale Price for homes is $790,000

Residential assessments 

increase by a median  

of 31.24%

ASSESSMENT see p. 12

sessment are that the median 

assessed value of homes in-

creased to 78,717 in 2018, from 

59,683 in 2015 -- a median per-

centage increase of 31.24%. 

The median sale price for 

single-family homes and other 

non-condo residential proper-

ties increased from $610,000 

in 2015 to $790,000 in 2017. 

The proposed assessments 

of condominiums in Lakeview 

Township reflect a median in-

crease of 28.65% in assessed 

value.
“If taxpayers wish to appeal 

their reassessment values, they 

should do it now and not wait 

until the following year when 

the new Tax Year 2018 values 

are shown on Second-Install-

MAILED see p. 12

Cop settles lawsuit alleging  

race-charged off-duty battery  

of Boystown bouncer, page 5

A major new water main  

installation that was scheduled 

to be underway in mid-May on  

Diversey, from Damen to Racine 

avenues, has been postponed due 

to ongoing work at the Lathrop 

Homes site that would create too 

many conflicts with the water 

main construction. 
The two-mile-long water main 

project will be postponed until  

Major construction project  

on Diversey postponed
at least September. 

NPL Construction has been 

hired to install a 12” water main 

in Diversey for the Dept. of Wa-

ter. Once underway the project is 

sure to tie up traffic considerably 

as well as test out the durability of 

tires, shock absorbers and the pa-

tience of commuters and nearby 

neighbors.

BY PATRICK BUTLER

About 25 local residents got a 

peek at the plans for a long-await-

ed Lincoln Ave. Corridor Plan at 

a May 14 Wrightwood Neighbors 

Assoc. [WNA] meeting at the 

New Life Church, 1110 W. Lilly 

St.
According to Kim Schiff, full 

details will be unveiled at a 6 p.m. 

May 22 Lincoln Park Chamber of 

Commerce [LPCC] meeting at the 

Victory Gardens Theater, 2433 N. 

Lincoln Ave., attended by Ald. 

Michele Smith [43rd], and mem-

bers of the WNA and the Lincoln 

Central Assoc.
Schiff, who is the CEO of the 

LPCC, said the plan was devel-

oped in cooperation with the Lin-

coln Ave. Special Service Area 

over the two years since Chil-

dren’s Memorial Hospital left the 

community after more than 100 

Lincoln Ave. Corridor plan unveiled May 22

BY CWBCHICAGO.COM

Police responding to a call of a 

suspicious person in North Cen-

ter last week wound up arrest-

ing a man who is now charged 

with committing seven burglar-

ies across the North Side since 

February. And investigators think 

Thomas French, 44, may be re-

sponsible for many more.
Around 2:00 p.m. May 9, offi-

cers responded to a call of a man 

pulling on front doors and turning 

doorknobs in the 1900 block of W. 

Cuyler. After getting a description 

of the suspect, they found French 

nearby and recognized him as 

being the subject of an internal 

police department investigative 

alert. Detectives wanted to talk 

with him about a series of break-

ins, the alert said.
Now, French is charged with 

seven counts of felony burglary. 

Judge Sophia Atcherson set his 

bail at $30,000. If French is able 

to post a $3,000 deposit to go 

free, he will be required to go on 

electronic monitoring, Atcherson 

said.

Man charged with seven 

North Side break-ins, 

maybe many more
Police said French was carry-

ing a backpack and two shopping 

bags when they stopped him for 

questioning. The bags contained 

an Xbox, Xbox games, a bag of 

loose change, an empty iPhone 

box, two watches, a wallet be-

longing to a different person, a 

bundle of gift cards, headphones, 

an Epiphone studio guitar, and 

pawn shop transaction receipts, 

according to court papers.
Prosecutors say French is re-

sponsible for taking much more 

from a series of victims across the 

North Side including a Chicago 

Bulls hat signed by Michael Jor-

dan; a Yamaha guitar, a jewelry 

box, multiple tablets, and—from 

one lucky strike in Uptown—

nearly $20,000 worth of designer 

watches.
French is accused of burglariz-

ing homes in the 800 block of W. 

Oakdale; the 800 block of W. Alt-

geld; the 2600 block of N. Wilton; 

the 4000 block of N. Hermitage; 

the 4000 block of N. Kenmore; 

the 1500 block of N. Milwaukee; 

and the 1900 block of W. Cuyler.

years of being housed at the Lin-

coln, Halsted, Fullerton intersec-

tion.
The still unveiled plan covers 

the strip along Lincoln Ave. be-

tween Diversey and Webster av-

enues, said Frank Kryzak, LPCC 

development director. 
The improvements are de-

signed to attract new businesses 

and retain the old ones with mass 

transit improvements such as pas-

sageways through alleys to near-

by elevated stations and contact-

ing urban design firms for ideas 

on how to make the area more 

attractive and pedestrian friendly, 

Kryzak said.
“We want to make this a pur-

poseful and incidental destina-

tion,” Kryzak continued. “The 

idea is to help people know 

they’re in Lincoln Park, not in 

Lake View” through the use of 

stylish metal sign markers.

Kryzak added that the corridor 

committee has also been looking 

for “street furniture” and plant-

ers and already met with DePaul 

Univ. officials on ways to im-

prove the look of the Halsted and 

Lincoln corner.
“We want to make it more in-

viting,” he said. But “we want 

this space to be functional as well 

as beautiful.”
Several local residents urged 

the committee to get more book-

stores and record shops “like there 

used to be on Lincoln Ave.” 

But Schiff said everything de-

pends on getting enough private 

and public funding to make it all 

happen.

Fashion, fondue and wine
Geja’s Cafe, 340 W. Armitage, 

and Italian fashion boutique Via 

Strozzi, 1971 N. Halsted St., are 

teaming up for an afternoon of 

fashion, fondue and fine wines 

noon to 3 p.m. Sunday—Italian 

style.
Via Strozzi will showcase their 

spring collection during the first 

ever fashion show at Geja’s Cafe. 

The afternoon will start off 

with a cheese fondue, followed 

by Parmesan crusted chicken sal-

ad and then Geja’s Dark Choco-

late fondue. Each course will be 

accompanied by a fine Italian 

wine. During the event, models 

will show the Spring/Summer 

fashions of Via Strozzi. The price 

is $55 per person, call 773-281-

9101 for reservations.

Images of what may become of the old Children’s Memorial Hospital site, 

located along Lincoln Ave., and now called Lincoln Commons.

INSIDE: 
2018  

Lake View Township  

Proposed Assessed 

Property Value List

A map showing the seven North Side areas hit by burglary. Inset: Thomas 

French.
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You don’t have to burn books  
to destroy a culture.  Just get people  to stop reading them. 

— Ray Bradbury

The Chicago Park District 
broke ground last week on the 
second segment of the Lakefront 
Trail Separation project to cre-
ate separate bike and pedestrian 
paths from Montrose to Ardmore. 
Construction to separate the en-
tire 18-mile trail is expected to be 
complete by the end of 2018.

The trail separation is designed 
to alleviate areas of congestion 
by creating two distinct paths; a 
bike trail and a separate pedes-
trian trail for those on foot. Initial 
funding was provided by the Chi-
cago Park District and completion 
of the project was made possible 
by a generous donation from Ken 

Lakefront Trail separation underway  
from Montrose to Ardmore

Entire trail may be done  
by year-end

On May 8, Mayor Rahm Emanuel and Ald. Harry Osterman joined Senn 

High School Principal Mary Beck to announce a $3 million capital improve-

ment plan that will be coming to the Edgewater-area high school. 

STORY AND PHOTO  BY BOB KITSOS
Iconic Senn High School, 5900 

N. Glenwood, will be getting a 
facelift of sorts beginning this 
summer as a $3 million renova-
tion plan recently was announced 
by Chicago Public Schools and 
City Hall. The renovations are 
expected to be completed by the 
summer of 2019.Upgrades will be made to class-

rooms, counseling offices, locker 
rooms and the auditorium. Struc-
tural repairs and modifications will 
be made to building entryways 
and target locations throughout 
the school, including accessibility 
ramps. In addition, improvements 
will be made to classroom data 
and IT infrastructure.“In Chicago, we will continue 

to make essential investments to 
ensure children across the city 
have access to high-quality op-
portunities,” said Mayor Emanuel 
at the announcement. “Senn High 
school has long prepared Chicago 
students for a brighter future, and 
these renovations provide an even 
better environment for them to 
grow and thrive.”Locker room upgrades will 

include new lockers, floor tiles, 
lighting and replacements to 
plumbing fixtures. Many class-
rooms will be provided with new 
boards and the computer lab will 

Major renovation 
announced for Senn High

$3M project will take  one year to complete be upgraded. Site improvements 
also will be made to the adminis-
trative offices, entryways and the 
auditorium.  The small gym will be convert-

ed to a community fitness room 
operated by the Chicago Park 
District. It currently uses Senn 
facilities for summer day camps 
and has donated fitness equip-
ment to the school.“This investment provides 

a step forward to improve the 
school and support Senn stu-
dents,” said Ald. Harry Osterman 
[49th]. “With this renovation, stu-
dents will keep succeeding and 
growing in one of the best schools 
in Chicago.”  Located in the Edgewater 

neighborhood, the school is oper-
ated by the CPS system. It was in-
augurated in 1913 and has a cur-
rent enrollment of 1,155 students. 
The school is named in honor of 
surgeon, instructor and founder 
of the Association of Military 
Surgeons of the U.S., Nicholas 
Senn. He served as the president 
of the American Medical Assoc. 
in 1897-1898 and as chief sur-
geon on the Sixth Army Corps in 
1898.  

Senn alumni include Clayton 
Moore (the Lone Ranger), best-
selling author John Jakes, Acad-
emy Award-winning film director 
William Friedkin and Harold Ra-
mis, comedy writer, film director 
and actor, and this newspapers 
now-deceased former gossip col-
umnist, Ann Gerber.Police are warning residents of three recent residential burglar-

ies that have occurred in Andersonville within a couple blocks of 

each other. In these burglaries, the offender(s) gain entry to premises 

through unlocked doors or by forcing open a rear window. Once 

inside, the offender(s) remove property from the apartment. 

Incidents include one on the 1300 block of W. Carmen Ave., 

12:15 p.m. April 16; another in the 1300 block of W. Argyle Ave., 

3:30 p.m. April 25, and the other on the 1200 block of W. Winona 

Ave., 10 p.m. May 5. Police are asking anyone with information on these crimes to 

call 312-744-8263 and reference: P18-N-139.

Andersonville break-ins reported

The Chicago Math and Sci-
ence Academy [CMSA], 7212 N. 
Clark St., in Rogers Park was just 
named the number one ranked 
charter high school in the state 
of Illinois according to the U.S. 
News and World Report “Best 
High Schools” annual report.

Founded in Rogers Park in 
2004, CMSA is focused on 
preparing students for college 
and the world beyond by offer-

Rogers Park school ranked #1  
charter high school in Illinois

ing high-quality, college-prep, 
STEM-focused education.The report also ranked 

CMSA number 10 among all 
Chicago’s 105 non-selective en-
rollment schools and number 
69 among all 670 public high 
schools in Illinois. They were one 
of only 115 high schools schools 
in Illinois to receive U.S. News & 
World Reports’ coveted Bronze 
Medal, which is awarded to 

“high-performing schools based 
on state exam performance.”Ninety-eight percent of CMSA 

students are non-white and 95% 
qualify for free or reduced lunch, 
which means they come from 
families with incomes at or be-
low 185% of the poverty income 
threshold. The vast majority of 
the students come from Rogers 
Park families where neither par-
ent attended college.

Griffin, Founder and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Citadel.“Breaking ground from Mon-

trose to Ardmore is an important 
step as we continue to make the 
lakefront more accessible and 
more enjoyable for the pedes-
trians and cyclists living in, and 
visiting our city,” said CPD CEO 
Michael P. Kelly.Chicago’s Lakefront Trail is 

one of the busiest in the nation. 
Used by cyclists, joggers and 
people enjoying the scenery, it is 
estimated that more than 100,000 
people per day use the trail during 
summer weekends according to a 
recent study.The sections from Oak St. to 

Ohio St. and Fullerton Ave. to 
North Ave. are complete, with 

continued construction on the rest 
of the trail this year. Chicago’s 
entire Lakefront Trail, which runs 
from Ardmore Avenue on the 
north to 71st Street on the south, 
will be separated for cyclists and 
pedestrians.The standard bike trail will 

measure 12’ in width and the pe-
destrian trail will measure 20’ in 
width with 14’ of asphalt or con-
crete and three feet of compacted 
stone mix on both sides. In some 
cases due to site constraints, these 
standard designs could not be 
achieved so the dimensions have 
been altered as necessary; how-
ever trail separation will still have 
been achieved.

Chicago’s Lakefront Trail is one of the busiest in the nation. Above is the section of trail adjacent to Foster and 

Montrose beaches.

Chicago Math and Science Academy in Rogers Park celebrates being named the number one ranked charter high 

school in the state of Illinois.
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Your property on the North Side was recently 

reassessed - or soon will be - by the Cook 

County Assessor. This new assessment may 

increase your 2018 taxes. We have 42-years of 

experience in reducing these assessments.

REAL ESTATE  

TAX REDUCTIONS

Call us today 773-941-4949

There is no secret about success.  

Did you ever know a successful man  

who didn’t tell you about it?

— Kin Hubbard

BY PATRICK BUTLER

An urban marketing expert, La-

tino community organizer, news-

paper columnist, and a prison 

social worker appeared evenly di-

vided during a recent discussion 

at the City Club of Chicago on the 

value and motives behind the new 

Chicago city ID card.

Michelle Garcia, an Access 

Living organizer working with 

Hispanics and Tanya Head, who 

works with female inmates at 

Cook County Jail, saw the con-

troversial card, also sponsored 

by out-going Ald. Ameya Pawar 

(47th), as a potential ticket out of 

trouble; while the Tribune’s John 

Kass and sometime political tacti-

cian Maze Jackson see it as a new 

electioneering tool for City Hall 

heavyweights and a way to sup-

port and foster illegal voting.

The new card was the idea of 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel, it was 

funded by city taxes, and was 

made available starting last 

week.
Demand was strong and city 

workers had to haul in an extra 

identification printer to a South-

west Side ward office last week 

to help with the crowd of people 

seeking the free city ID cards. The 

city claimed they used specialized 

equipment that reportedly does 

not retain addresses or telephone 

numbers to reassure those who 

may be here illegally that federal 

immigration agents would not be 

able to acquire their data later us-

ing legal means like a subpoena.

Something like this “is badly 

needed” to give released prison-

ers and the homeless, among oth-

Free city IDs  

now available,  

but some question 

the end game
ers, at least some documentation 

needed to apply for jobs, health 

care and housing, Garcia and 

Head agreed.

“Sometimes all they have is 

their (jail) release papers,” Head 

said, adding that “everyone needs 

more than that to get a job. They 

need some kind of ID when 

they’re walking around.”

“There’s even [secondary ben-

efits] of people being able to get 

access to library cards, Ventra 

transit, and discounts on medi-

cine and admission to museums,” 

Garcia said.

But political strategist, market-

ing consultant and WVON per-

sonality Maze Jackson, as well 

as former merchant marine sailor, 

ditch digger and current Chicago 

Tribune Columnist John Kass 

were a little more skeptical of the 

motives behind the ID card.

“The only reason we’re here 

discussing this today is because 

Mayor Emanuel is facing a re-

election campaign. It’s a political 

ploy directed at the Latino com-

munity that blurs the distinction 

between citizen and non-citizen,” 

Kass said.

A sample City ID card for City Clerk, 

Anna M. Valencia. Image courtesy 

of City Clerk of Chicago

CITY ID see p. 16

BY CWBCHICAGO.COM

At least four people were in-

jured and two arrests were made 

after a large group of teenagers 

went wild near Chicago’s his-

toric Water Tower on Saturday 

evening, according to police and 

witnesses.

Security at the Water Tower 

Place shopping mall reported the 

first sign of trouble around 8:20 

p.m. Fifty teenagers were said 

to be involved in a fight near the 

mall entrance at 845 N. Michigan 

Mag Mile goes wild, police out-numbered

At least four injured  

as hundreds of teens  

run wild near historic 

Water Tower

Ave.
Police summoned an ambu-

lance for an injured juvenile.

As the shopping mall incident 

mellowed, sparks flew again less 

than a block away near the land-

mark historic water tower and 

Jane Byrne Plaza.

“These guys are running amok, 

they knocked an old lady down 

by Ghiradelli,” came one report.

“They’re attacking people 

now,” another officer reported via 

radio.
“All units down to water tow-

er,” ordered the police dispatcher.

After the woman was reported 

injured, a male tourist was report-

edly battered and shoved under a 

horse carriage. He declined medi-

cal attention.

Community to see what may rise  

at failed Spire location May 15

Representatives from Related 

Midwest’s development team 

will unveil their long-anticipated 

plans to the community May 15 

after years of rumors and specu-

lation about what may rise at the 

2.2-acre site of the failed Chicago 

Spire, 400 N. Lake Shore Dr.

The official redevelopment 

plan for the site will finally get its 

long-awaited public debut 6 p.m. 

Tuesday at the Sheraton Grand 

Chicago - Chicago Ballroom 9 

and 10, 301 E. North Water St. 

The developers say they will  an-

swer any questions regarding the 

development proposal.

The original plan called for a 

2,000-foot screw-like condo tow-

er designed by Spanish architect 

Santiago Calatrava. Construction 

on the 150-story building began 

in 2007 but stalled the following 

year amid the global financial cri-

sis. That resulted in workers leav-

ing behind an unsightly circular 

DuSable Park Advisory Council forming May 9

pit the remains there to this day.

There is no word if the event 

Tuesday will include information 

on improvements to the adjacent 

3.3-acred DuSable Park. The 

Spire’s original developer had 

pledged a $4.1 million to improve 

the waterfront site. 

The Park site is located east of 

Lake Shore Dr., at the confluence 

of the Chicago River and Lake 

Michigan. Plans for its develop-

ment have been reignited, and the 

Chicago Park District recently 

completed phase one of an envi-

ronmental clean-up of thorium of 

the grounds. 

A meeting has been called to 

form a DuSable Park Advisory 

Council 6 p.m. Wednesday at 

Lake Shore Park, Fieldhouse, 808 

N. Lake Shore Dr.

For more information, write to 

G. Moreno at morenog@fotp.org 

or call 312-857-2757.

A Mag Mile resident told this 

newspaper, “I went downstairs 

to warn security… and I saw po-

lice tackle and handcuff a teen-

age male.” The witness estimated 

that “300 to 400” people were in-

volved in the melee. That number 

was later echoed by police.

Another fight, described by po-

lice as “massive” broke out short-

ly after 9 p.m. outside the Chicago 

Red Line station, 800 N. State St.  

CTA workers at the Chicago sta-

tion dialed 911 and reported 20 to 

30 teen males “jumping turnstiles 

and beating on the kiosk.”

And. Brian Hopkins reported 

on Monday that the flash mob 

“Was perpetrated by an organized 

MAG MILE see p. 16

Construction on the 150-story Chicago Spire began in 2007 but stalled the 

following year amid the global financial crisis that resulted in workers leav-

ing behind an unsightly circular hole in the ground.

The original plan called for a 

2,000-foot screw-like condo tower  

designed by Spanish architect  

Santiago Calatrava.
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Inside Publications publishes the last family-owned and operated neighborhood newspapers  
serving the North Side of Chicago. These newspapers are offered free to our readers courtesy  
of our advertisers. We are proud members of many local neighborhood groups and associations 
and we have an open door policy to all inquiries big and small. We were ‘local first’ before  
it was cool. 

Our history in Chicago goes back over a century. The Inside-Booster, Skyline and News-Star 
newspapers can be traced back to 1904 with a weekly Rogers Park-based advertising circular that 
was the precursor to the newspapers. 

After starting as an employee in 1924, in 1926 Leo Lerner (1907–1965) took over that Rogers 
Park newspaper to found the Lerner chain of community newspapers. Leo worked in editorial  
positions on the Morton Grove News, the North Side Sunday Citizen and the Lincoln Belmont 
Booster.

In 2009 those papers were purchased by Inside Publications and publisher Ronald Roenigk, who 
merged them with his own community newspapers. Each edition is devoted to news, events and 
the promotion of better business throughout Chicago’s Near North, North and Northwest sides. 

To much of our readership, we are the only free, independent and professional source available 
for neighborhood news and events coverage - and in the truest sense of community journalism 
- perhaps the only outlet for many local residents and businesses to redress their concerns and 
problems when satisfaction cannot be obtained through more general channels. 

As a free newspaper, our sole source of income are the businesses who buy advertising. Over a 
century in business speaks to our success in delivering critical information into these market  
areas, and serving as a vehicle for our advertisers’ messages. We stand ready to put the full power 
of our publications behind serving our client-advertisers and community when called upon.

We are your friendly neighborhood newspaper!

6221 N. Clark Street
Chicago, iL 60660

(773) 465-9700
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com

www.insideonline.com


